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Do  on  hack  stands  ib 

ordinance  on  clocks  and  observatory  ib 

Philadelphia  Co.,  taxes  andexpen'd  1830  to  1834  207 

report  of  County  Board  319 

Pittsburg,  coal  trade  16 

valuable  cargo  by  canal  16 

number  of  steamboats  arri'd  anddep'd  80 

early  suggestion  (  f  rail  road  to  96 
daily  line  of  steamboats  between, and 

Louisville  102 
Serg.  Trotter's  grave  107 
period  of  opening  and  closing  the  na- 
vigation at  144  229 
daily  line  of  canal  boats  from, to  Phil- 
adelphia, established  220  243  267 
time  of  first  arrival  at,  from   Olean, 

1831  tnl834  229 

quick  trip  from  Louisville  to  267 

first  arrival  from,  at  Philadelphia  267 

new  trade  with  Chautauque  co.  N.  Y.  287 

trade  of  canal  at  327 

orphan  Asylum,  report  405 

jaunt  from,  to  Phiadelphia,  described  414 

Pottsville,  stage  from  to  Reading  16 

coal  from,  sold  on  the  way  to  Philad.  79 

"  Spohn"  tract,  described  ib 

steam  engine  to  be  made  at  135 

health  of  jb 

census  of,  occupations,  Etc.  140 

cold  weather  at                                    156  304 

Presque  Isle,  harbour  described  31 

Prison,  number  of  commitments  to  10 

R 

Rail  roads,  irnn,   quantity  imported  into  Phdad. 

1831  to  1834  27 
Camden  and  Amboy,  severe  night  upon  31 
Columbia,  rates  of  toll  41 
Mine  Hill  and  Schuylkill  Haven  co..  an- 
nual report  78 
West  Chester  co.,  1st  report  85 


Rail  roads,  Columbia,  accidents  on  84 
reports  of  committee  on  inland  naviga- 
tion and  internal  improvement,  whe- 
ther the  power  should  belong  to  state 

or  individuals  87 

letter  from  W.  M.  Roberts  on  92 
estimate  of  expense  on,  compared  with 

canals  111 
New  York  and  Erie,   proceeding,  and 

report  of  engineers  145 

report  of  Benj.  Wright  on  ditto  167 

West  Philad.,  report  of  H.  R.  Campbell  175 

Baltimore  and  Ohio  232 

Liverpool  and  Manchester  234 

Baltimore  and  Washington  236 
Columbia  297  298  336  383  ib 
Allegheny  portage            320  343  352  415  ib 

Mohawk  and  Hudson  ib 

Saratoga  and  Schenectady  237 

Delaware  and  Hudson  ib 

New  Castle  and  Frenchtown  ib 

Camden  and  Amboy  ib 

South  Carolina  ib 

and  canals  compared                     232  247  268 

cost  of  transportation  on                         247  238 

repairs  on  ib 

Elmira  and  Williamsport  240 

Mount  Carbon  CO.,  report  249 

effects  of,  on  price  of  transportation  247 

cattle  conveyed  on  256 

a  self-acting"  safety  brake,  invented  for  302 

Philad.  and  Trenton,  travelling  on  304 

Del.  and  Atlantic  ib 
Elmira   and   Williamsport,   report    of 

Major  Bache  305 

Danville  and  Pottsville  328 

city,  reports  on                              332  346  410 

W.  Strickland,  en  346 

Marietta  branch,  report  362 

Strasburg  branch  ib 

Lancaster,  Middletown  and  Harrisburg  364 

account  of  a  journey  on  ib 

accident  383 

Liverpool  and  Manchester,  described  411 

a  patent  safety  guard  for  416 

Rain  at  Philadelphia,  1810  to  1834  26 


Real  estate,  sales  of 
Reminiscences 


124  175  22 


368  376  382 
83  96  365 


Reports — 

of  E.  F.  Gay  on  the  use  of  Del.  river 
of  Sam'l  F.  Kneas,  on  do 

judiciary,  on  capital  punishments,  case  of 

J.  Blundin 
watering  committee,  on  canal 
on  gas  light  15 

S.  V.  Merrick's,  to  Councils  on  gas  works  17 
E-  A.  Douglass,  on  Del.  river 
on  Delaware  Breakwater 
of  first  annual,  Philad.  Savings  institution 
Schuylkill  Navigation  CO. 
of  canal  commissioners,  of  amount  saved 

to  the  state  by  use  of  improvements         45 
of  Philad.  Board   of  Trade,  annual,  and 

memorial  to  Councils  56 

of  Mr.  King  on  Penn.  and  Ohio  canal 
canal   commissioners  on  toll  of  rail  road, 

iron  transported  on 
of  building  committee  of  Girard  college 
of  the  architect  of  do 

of  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
to  Councils  on  Western  canal 


of 


mmonty  on 


do 


Mine  Hill  and  Schuylkill  Haven  rail  road 

CO.,  annual  report 
Northern  Dispensary 
first,  of  West  Chester  rail  road  co. 


:  on  inland  navigation  and  in- 
internal  improvement,  on  the  use  of  the 
power  to  be  used 
of  committee  on  agreement  between 
Pennsyl.  and  N.  Jersey, respecting  the 
Delaware 

Delaware  Coal  co. 

North  America  do 

society  for  establishment  of  Chari.  schools 

of  Brownsville  convention 

Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  co. 

to  Councils  in  favour  of  Tow  boats 

to  do  on  closing  the  trust  of  the  old 
Bank  U.  S. 

of  committee  on  ways  andmeans,on  reve- 
nue to  be  derived  from  banks,  (majori.) 

do     of  minority 

of  the  Athenxum,  annnual 

of  diseases  and  deaths  in  Philad. 

Coal  Mining  Association 

of  commissioners  on  New  York  and  Erie 
rail  road 

of  committee  of  inland  navigation,  upon 
the  internal  improvements 

on  the  probable  revenue  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal 

Lycoming  Coal  co. 

of  paupers  in  almshouse,  shewing  birth, 
sex,  &c. 

Benj.  Wright,  on  N.  Y.  and  Erie  canal 

of  Mercantile  Library  co. 

of  H.  R.  Campbell,  on  West  Philadelphia 
rail  road 

of  watering  committee,  Philad.  175 

to  Councils,  on  gas  lights 

Chester  CO.  Athensum 

of  Secretary  of  State,  on  public  schools  192 

on  city  sinking  fund 

of  committee  of  Leg.  on  the  House  of 
Refuge  273 

on  public  schools,  (controllers) 

of  committee  on  public  clocks  and  obser- 
vatory 223 

of  Lying-in-charity 

of  engineers,  to  canal  commissioners  of  N. 
Y.  on  the  comparative  merits  of  rail 
roads,  &c.  231 

second,  of  Pennsylvania  Institution  for 
the  instruction  of  the  blind 

of  Mount  Carbon  rail  road  co. 

of  committee  of  Leg.  on  Eastern  peniten- 
tiary, S.  Wood's  case  257 

Apprentices'  Library  co. 

of  Soup  society 

Eastern  penitentiary — inspector's,  war- 
den's, and  physician's 

of  medical  cases  in  ditto 

W.  B.  Mitchell,  on  Columbia  rail  road 

E.  F.  Gay's  do 

Bank  U.  S.,  statement 

N.  L.,  Kens,  and  S.  G.  Saving  fund 

of  prothonotary  of  Dist.  court  of  city  and 
CO. ,  of  cases  under  arbitration  act  of  1810 

of  Philad.  Saving  Fund  Society 

of  Major  H.  Bache  on  the  Williamsport 
and  Elmira  rail  road 

of  the  Philadelphia  county  Board 

S.  Jones,  on  Allegheny  portage 

of  committee  to  Councils,  on  city  rail  road 

W.  Strickland  on  ditto 

Sylvester  Welsh,  on  Allegheny  portage 

of  Ship  master's  society 

of  E.  F.  Gay  on  Marietta  branch  rail  way 

Crawford's  (Eng.  commis.)  on  penitentia- 
ries U.  S. 

Chesapeake  and  Del-  canal 


Reports — 

Alonzo  Livermore,  on  French  creek  div.  387 

of  VV.  Packer,  western  div.  Penn'a  canal  388 

ofE.  F.  Gay,  on  Siisqiielianna  canal  397 

of  Orphan  society  of  Pittsburg-  405 

of  J.  D.  Harris,  on  west  branch  407 

H.Faries,                 do             do  409 

of  Philad.  Co.  Board  319 

Roberts,  Hugh,  letter  from  182 

Rope  making  maoliine,  Myerly's  patent  380 

s 

Salted  prorisions,  exported  from  Philadelphia  27 
Savings  Institutions,  Philad.  first  annual  report  30 
N.  L.,  Kens,  and  S.  G.  society  302 
Pliilad.                                 do  303 
Say,  Thomas,  biography  128 
Schuylkill  Navigation  co.,  report                           42  304 
trade  of  canal  336 
number  of  vessels  arrived  in  1834  60 
proceedings  of  first  meeting  to  im- 
prove 239 
memorial  againstbridge  over  171 
freshet  in  304 
Schweinitz,   Lewis  David  Von,  P.  J.,  biography  369 
Shad,  first  appear  at  Philadelphia  192 
Sliawanese  Indians,  historical  notes  respecting  117 
Sheep,  weights  of                                                    175   192 
a  large  flock  of  387 
prices  of,  and  wool  ib 
Ship  master's  society,  report-  352 
Sinking  fund,  the  city,  report 
Slaves,  leeal  decision  respecting  247 
Snow  storms  11  31 
socletv.  renort  288 
23 


power,  compai 


■ative  estimate  of,  and 


horse  power 
engines  about  to  be  made  at   Potts- 

ville  134 

on  Susquehanna  336 

Stevens,  Mr.  nn  education  282 

Stocks,  sales  of  00 

Sun,  mock  156 

Strawberries,  large  400 

Susquehanna,  canal,  report  of  E.  F.  Gay  397 

county,  panther  hunt  in  86 

river,  packet  boats  on                   335  336 

T 

Tables— 

of  business  on  Schuylk.,  Navigation  co. 

1818  to  1834  45 

of  gold  produced  in  U.  S .,  1824  to  1834  75 

meteorological      83  204  208  273  278  346  364 

diseases  and  deaths  in  Philadelphia  135 

of  paupers  in  almshouse  157 


Tables- 
showing  the  counties  that  voted  for  and 

against  the  school  law  of  1833-34         194  204 
of  taxes  and  expenditnretof  the  county  of 

Pliiladelphia,  1830  to  1834  207 
of  city  sinking  fund  209 
illustrative  of  the  relation  between  educa- 
tion and  Clime  226 
relating  to  canals  and  rail  roads  234 
of  canals,  length,  ascent,  &.c.  251  268 
of  new  tonnage  built  at  Philadelphia,1825 

to  1834                          _                             _  269 
showing  medical  cases  in   Eastern  peni- 
tentiary 296' 
ages,  birth  places,  habits,  and  education 

of  prisoners  in  Eastern  penitentiary  296 
of  Bank  dividends,  1830  to  1835  335 
of  grades,  on  Allegheny  portage  349 
length  of  each  section  and  cost,  ditto  350 
Taxable  property  in  Beaver  co.,  valuation  of  62 
Taxes,  of  Philadelphia  co.,  tables  of  206 
Taylorsville,  bridge  at,  described  80 
Toll,  rates  of,  on  Pennsylvania  canal  40 
do           Columbia  rail  road  41 
from  r.til  road  iron,  &c.  carried  for  the  Slate  72 
Trade,  a  new  branch  of  288 
of  the  west  ib 
inland,  Chambersburg  340 
Travelling,   between    Pittsburg   and    Philadel- 
phia, pleasant  414 

Union  canal,  trade  of  248  272 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  inaugural  address  of 

Dr.  Ludlow  as  Provost  195 

number  of  students  198 

Venango  CO.,  a  Beaver  taken  in  320 

Viaducts,  cost  of,  on  Allegheny  portage  350 

w 

\V.ishington  Co.,  wool  raised  in,  and  prices        384  416 
Water  power,  new  application  of  canals  411 

Weather,  remarkable   31  32  62  63   112  128  156  160 
175  176  304  320  406 
Wilkesbarre,  packet  boats  335  336 

Israel  Harding  dies  336 

Wolf,  Governor,  message  respecting  Elmira  and 

WiUiamsport  rail  road  240 

letter  to  Gen.  Prevost  on  the  defence   of 

Philadelphia  327 

Wool,  prices,  quantity  of,  in  Washington  co.     384  41$ 

Y 

York  Co.,  a  wild  cat  killed  in  48 

184 
336 
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RIVEU  DELWVARK. 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Stale  nf  Pcnnsylian.a,  tindrr  a  resululion  olthc 
Legislature  relative  to  ihe  use  uf   the    waters  ut  tne 
River  Delaware. — Read  in  the  House  of  Keprcsenta- 
tives,  December  13,  1834. 
To  the  Senate  and  Hume  of  Jiepresctalivcs  of  ihe  Com- 
monwealth if  J'ennsyhania- 
Gentlemi^n. — I   herewith  (ransniit  tlie   report  of  the 
commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvan'a, 
under  certain  resolutions  of  tlie  Legislature,   "  rel.rtive 
to  the   use  of  the  waters  of  the   Delaware,"  t^gelhtr 
wiUi  the  agreement  executed  l)y  them   in  conjunction 
with  the  commissioneis    appoiiued  on   the    part  of  the 
State  of   New  Jersey,    in  relation  to  that  subject,   :ind 
accompanying'  documents,  and  to  which  I  respeclfuU) 
invite  the  immediate  atieiilion  of  the  Gencial  A-scm- 
bly.  GEO:  WOLF. 

Harrisburg,  December  12th,  1834. 

To  GtonoE  AVoLF, 

Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania: 

The  underigned  cumniissioners  appoin'cd  in  obe- 
dience to  two  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvaiiia,  "rel..ti\e  to  the  use  of  the  wateisof  tile  Dela- 
ware," approved  tile  lOlh  April,  183J,  and  tlie  8ili 
February,  18.53,  respectfully  report: 

That  on  the  22d  November  last,  they  executed  an 
ngreement  with  G. tret  1)  \V ..11,  John  M.SIierierd.and 
Peter  J.  Str) leer.  Esquires,  c-.mmis-ioiieis  appointed 
by  viitue  of  similar  resolutions  ol  the  Lejjislature  of 
New  Jersey,  which  is  herewith  transmitted.  Should 
this  agreement  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  both  States,  the  controversy  which  has  hereto- 
fore existed  between  them,  in  leg.ird  to  the  use  of  tlie 
waters  ot  t:ie  Delaware,  will  be  finally,  and,  they  be- 
lieve, happily  adjusted. 

It  would  be  useless'to  det.ail  all  the  jiroceedings  of 
the  joint  commissioners,  which  brought  them  lo  the 
final  result:  The  undeisigned  will,  therefore,  confine 
themselves  to  a  brief  exposition  of  the  reasons  why 
they  entered  into  such  an  a;T.ingement,aiid  then  leave  it 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legi^latures  of  the  respective 
States  for  their  adoption  or  rejection. 

When  they  visited  the  Delaware,  in  September  las', 
they  found  that  the  Delaware  and  Uaritan  canal  compa- 
ny, were  enjoying  the  use  ol  the  waters  of  the  river, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplylntj  their  canal,  by  means  of  a 
feeder  at  the  head  of  Hull'.,  Island.  The  Canal  Com- 
missioners of  Pen'isylvaiiia,  had  al.so  trected  temporary 
but  very  ina.lcquate  works  at  Wells'  K.dls,  by  means  o'f 
which,  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
below  Nev  Hope  was  partially  supplied  with  wattr. — 
These  works  had,  on  both  Sidis,  been  constructed  in 
violation  of  the  spintof  the  compact  of  1783,  between 
the  two  SUtes,  "for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  juris- 
diction of  the  river  Deldware."  What  then  was  "to  be 
done.'  It  could  not  be  supposed  that  eith-r  Slate  w.  ul.l 
abandon  the  u^e  of  her  ca.als  fur  want  of  water,  whilst 
tl  e  river  was  flowing  past  them.  The  true  policy, then, 
»  as  to  grant  lo  each  as  much  and  only  as  much  water 
as  might  be  necessary  lo  supply  her  canals,  but  under 
VcL.  XV.  i 


such  restrictions  that  the  least  possible  injury  m'ght  be 
done  to  the  navigaiionof  the  river.  The  right  to  the  free 
use  of  the  stn  am  belonj;ed  lo  the  citizens  of  both  Stales 
long  before  these  cai.als  wi  re  projecttd.  Those  most 
interested  in  its  enjoyment,  are  a  hardy  and  industrious 
r:.ce  of  watermrn,  who  have  made  "the  running  of  the 
river"  the  business  ot  their  lives.  Any  >  greemtnt  which 
should  fail  to  secure  their  rights,  would  not  and  ought 
not  to  be  sanctioned  by  eithtr  State- 

A  creat  error  was  committed  in  the  location  of  the 
Pcnn'-ylvania  canal,  by  not  making  its  bottom  level  two 
feet  lower.  Had  this  bee  n  done,  it  might  have  been 
supplied  with  water  from  the  river,  through  the  feeder, 
without  ihe  aid  of  a  dam.  'I  his  m  stake  was  not  dis- 
eoveretl  until  it  w;is  to  ■  hue  to  be  corrected  without 
Kl-eat  expense  and  trouble, and  without  al)anduning  the 
use  of  the  whole  can.il,  Uftil  the  seciion  immediately 
below  New  Hope  could  be  excavated  to  the  proper 
level.  It  then  became  proper  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
New  Jersey  to  the  erection  of  sucli  a  dam  as  would,  at 
all  times,  supply  the  I'enusNhania  canal  wi:h  water, 
:,nd  thus  place  it  on  in.  <  tpial  footing  with  the  Dela- 
\  means  of  the  admi- 


i.d, 


able  pos 


this  f 
t  any  dam, 


abslr 


water  from 


ig  a  (la 


to  Penns'.lvania  the  right  of 
Wells'  Falls.not  exceed  ng  three 


lieiyhi 


abo 


of  low  water  at  the 
CO  sixty  feet  wide.  In  the 
i.gin.e'r    employed    by  the 


luadol  the  p. lis,  with  a  sluii 
opinion   of   Mr.    G  .v,    the   e   ^ 

Pcnnsylvaira  comniissiom  r^,  Mich  a  dam  ol  two  feet  in 
height,  would  be  siifficii  nl  to  answer  the  purpose.  In 
making  a  pel  manent  provision,  however,  it  was  thought 
best  to  insert  three  feet,  and  thus  avoid  all  difficulties 
»  hi  h  might  occur  in  time  to  come.  T  his  was  deemed 
the  more  proper,  as  Mr.  Douglas,  the  engineer  of  the 
New  Jersey  commission  rs,  is  of  opinion  that  a  higher 
:  dam  than  two  feet  would  be  required.  It  is  strongly 
!  recommended  that  this  dam  shall  be  raised  no  higher 
I  than  may  be  absolutely  necessary. 

In  cimsidering  the  p'roviMims  made  to  secure  and  fa- 
I  cilitate  the  river  navigation,  it  will  be  necessary  to  view 
I  them  Tjoih  as  regards  the  descending  and  the  ascend 
i  ing  tiade.  And  first  in  regard  to  the  descending 
trade: 

j  Wells'  Falls  have  presented  more  difficulties  to  wa- 
termen  than  any  other  portion  of  the  river  between 
Easton  and  tide.  Indeed  they  have,  at  this  place,  been 
'  obliged  to  employ  pilots  at  considerable  expense;  and 
!  even  then;  their  ciaft  have  often  been  .  ast  away.  The 
j  channel,  for  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  below  the 
contemplated  daiTi,passes  bclwien  two  ledges  of  rocks, 
each  terminated  by  large  and  high  rocks  between  fifty 
-andsi.xly  feet  apart.  If  this  channel  be  mis.sed,  the 
descenil'ing  raft  or  bo..t  is  made  a  wreck,  unless  when 
the  water  is  very  high.  Ti.e  proposed  sluice  will  be  a 
;  perfect  securiiyaguiiist  this  danger,  and  will  render  the 
empliiymciii     f  |i,  i^,  unncces-ary.     According  to  the 

sub"  ani;:i'l  '        .  ■.  :i  filktl  wiih  stones,  and  the 

li.i-  !.  iW.n. ling  into  the  dam,  shall  be 
ntly  high  to  atrbrd  an  index  to  watermen 
of  the  channel  prepared  (or  ihtm.  It  must  be  '•  at  least 
three  hu  died  feet  long,  or  longer  if  necessary,  to  make 


upp. 
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a  secure  descending  navigation."  Thedescendinij  craft  ties  tliFoug-h  the  same  channel  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
will  thus  be  safely  passed  Ihroiigli  the»e  ierlges  of  rocks  Besides,  the  feeder  was  originally  destined  merely  to 
which  constitute  the  greatest  danger  in  the  Falls,  with  supply  the  canal  with  water,  and  not  to  become  a 
the  increased  depth  of  water  which  will  be  forced  into  source  of  profit  to  the  company.  By  the  proposed 
the  channel  by  the  dam.  Indeed,  jmlging  from  the  connection,  however,  that  pait  ot  it  between  Lamberts- 
opinions  of  the  engineers.as  well  asthose  of  experienced  j  villa  (opposite  to  New  Hope)  and  Trenton,  will  be- 
watermen,  a  similar  dam  and  sluice  ought  to  liave  been  come  in  ilselfan  important  and  profitable  canal, 
constructed,  merely  to  improve  the  descending  naviga-  1  A  cnnnecticn  at  this  point  will  furnish  to  the  people 
tion  of  the  river,  without  any  reference  to  ilie  supply  of  both  States,  along  the  Delaware,  the  benefits  of  the 
of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  with  water.   The  experience    rival  markets  of  New   York  and   Philadelphia;  and  be- 


which  we  have  had  of  the  efTects  of  dams  and  .sluices 
on  our  other  fivers,  proves  that  such  works  as  those 
p'oposed  ought  not  to  alarm  the  fears  of  the  most  tim- 
id. I  hattliey  will  be  executed  in  good  faith,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  should  it  be  sanc- 
tioned, cannot  for  a  moment  be  doubted. 

Next  in  regard  to  the  ascending  river  trade.  This 
is  now  conducted  by  what  are  called  Durham  boats. — 
These  are  falling  gradually  into  disuse,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable  that  they  will  disappear  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years.  The  whole  ascending  trade,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  must  ere  long  pass  through  the  canals  on  either 
side  of  the  river.  Whilst  any  citizen,  howeVer,  desires 
to  use  the  natural  stream  for  this  purpose,  his  right  to 
do  30  is  unquestionable.  The  proposed  agreement 
provides  for  such  persons  a  much  better  and  more  se- 
cure navigation  than  they  have  ever  enjoyed.  It  takes 
their  boats  into  the  Pennsylvania  canal  below  the  Falls, 
by  two  wooden  locks  at  the  mouth  of  Neely's  creek, 
and  passes  them  out  into  the  dam  above  the  Falls 
Ihri.ugh  the  guard  lock;  and  this  free  of  toll.  The 
most  difficult  and  dangerous  navigation  of  the  whole 
river  is  thus  avoided. 

The  cost  of  these  improvements,  according  to  the 
estimate  of  Mr.  Gay,  will  amount  to  g2r,000. 

Whilst  this  arrangement  secures  both  the  ascending 
and  descending  trade  of  the  river.it  provides  the  means, 
without  any  additional  expense,  of  a  communication  be- 
ttt  een  the  Pennsylvania  and  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
canal.  The  guard  lock  necessary  at  the  head  of  our 
feeder,  and  the  deep  water  which  will  be  created 
across  the  river  by  the  dam,  will,  should  the  Delaware 
and  Rarilan  company  lock  down  into  it  from  their  feed- 
er, make  this  communication  complete.  Although  the 
agreement  does  not  slipulate  that  this  shall  be  done, 
and  both  parties  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  act  as  they 
think  proper,  yet  the  public  interest  and  convenience 
must  soon  accomplish  this  purpose.  Indeed  we  have 
good  reason  to  believe  that  the  Canal  Commissioners 
have  it  already  in  serious  contemplation. 

There  is  no  place  on  the  river  where  this  communi- 
cation can  be  conveniently  efl^ected,  with  a  due  regard 
to  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania,  except  at  Wells'  Falls. 
It  is  natural  for  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal  com- 
pany to  prefer  that  it  should  be  made  at  Black's  Eddy, 
which  is  but  a  very  short  distance  above  the  hf  ad  of 
their  feeder.  But  the  consequence  would  be,  that 
Pennsylvania  must  lose  a  large  portion  of  toll  upon  her 
canal,  between  Black's  Eddy  and  New  Hope,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  ten  miles,  without  any  corresponding 
advantages  to  the  public-  For  whether  a  bout  passes 
out  of  one  canal  into  the  other,  at  Black's  Eddy,  or  at 
New  Hope,  can  make  no  material  difference  except  to 
those  who  receive  the  tolls. 

From  this  connection  at  New  Hope,  the  Delaware 
and  Karitan  canal  company  must,  notwithstamUng,  de- 
rive important  advantages.  It  would  be  difficult  to 
form  any  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  coal  from  the 


ing  made  as  near  to  the  latter  city  as  practicable,  will 
yield  no  undue  advantages  to  the  former. 

Had  the  views  of  the  Commissioners  been  limited  to 
the  best  mode  of  supplying  the  canal  below  New  Hope 
with  water,  they  miglit  probably  have  recommended  a 
dam  and  feeder  at  Cutbush's  Island.  But  when  they 
consider  this  subject  as  essentially  connected  with  a 
communication  between  the  two  canals,  they  have  no 
hesitation  in  recommending  Wells'  Falls  as  the  place 
from  whence  Pennsylvania  ought  to  take  the  water  for 
this  purpose. 

The  whole  of  this  branch  of  the  question  has  been  so 
clearly  elucidated  in  a  paper  presented  to  the  Commis- 
sioners by  Mr.  Ingham,  who  resides  near  the  spot,  and 
possesses  both  a  general  and  local  knowledge  of  the 
subject.that  they  take  the  liberty  of  transmitting  it  with 
their  report. 

From  the  report  of  Mr.  Kneass,  the  engineer  former- 
ly employed  by  Mr.  Sergeant,  uncier  the  direction  of 
the  board,  it  appears  that  at  the  time  he  made  his  ex- 
aminations, a  serious  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of 
the  river  existed  at  Scudder's  Falls,  which  had  been 
placed  there  by  the  Trenton  Delaware  Falls  company. 
In  October  last,  when  the  Commissioners  of  both  Stales 
met  iit  Trenton,  they  went  upon  the  ground,  and  found 
that  it  had  been  so  far  removed  as  no  longer  to  pre  sent 
any  very  serious  impediment.  The  company  have  since 
adopted  a  resolution  pledging  themselves  that  there 
shall  not  in  future  be  any  cause  of  complaint;  and  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  has,  by  the  agreement,  undertak- 
en, that  this  obstruction  sh;.'ll  be  removed  or  otherwise 
obviated. 

The  undersigned  Commissioners  herewith  transmit 
the  report  of  Mr.  Kneass,  of  the  2d  April,  1834,  toge- 
ther  with  his  drawings  of  the  river  from  Euston  to  tide; 
the  copy  of  a  letter  of  instructions  addressed  to  Mr. 
Gay  on  the  17th  October  last,with  his  report  of  the  2rth 
of  the  same  month;  a  copy  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Dou- 
glas to  the  New  Jersey  Commissioners;  and  the  paper 
submitted  by  Mr.  Ingham  to  the  Pennsylvania  Commis- 
sioners, at  New  Hope,  onthe27ih  September  last. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  embrace  this  occasion 
ptiblicly  to  express  their  sense  of  the  liberal,  frank  and 
friendly  disposition  manifested  by  the  New  Jersey  Com- 
missioners, throughout  the  whole  of  the  proceedings. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  consideration. 
We  remain  truly  yours, 

JAMES  BUCHANAN, 
JOSEPH  BURKE, 
ROBERTS  VAUX. 

December  1834. 


high  which  must  thus  b 


AGREEMENT 

Between  the  Commissioners  of  the  States  of  New  Jersey 

and  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  use   of  the  waters 

of  the  river  Delaware. 

An  Agreement  made  and  concluded  between  James 


o  their  canal  for  the  I  Buchanan,  Joseph  Burke,  and  Roberts  Vaux,  Commis 


purpose  of  seeking  a  market  at  New  York.  Sufliice  it  sioners  appointed  by  virtue  of  certain  resolutions  of  the 
to  say,  that  it  would  be  a  fruitful  and  annually  increas-  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania;  and  Garret  D.  Wall,  John 
ing  source  of  revenue.  M.  Sherrerd,  and  Peter  J.  Stryker,  Commissioners  ap- 

That  portion  of  New  Jersey  along  the  roti'.e  of  the    pointed  by  virtue  of  similar  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
canal  is  greatly  in  need  of  lime,and  the  country  around  !  ture  of  New  Jersey: 

New  Hope,  in  Pennsylvania,  can  supply  this  want  to  |  First.  It  is  declared  that  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
any  extent  which  may  be  required.  Indeed  it  is  highly  may  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken,  from  the  Delaware  ri- 
probable  that  this  article  may  be  sent  in  large  quanti-  i  ver,  by  means  of  the  feeder  at  the  head  of  Bull's  Island, 
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as  much  water  as  may  be  necessaiy  to  supply  the  Dela- 
ware and  Rarilan  canal  for  the  purposes  of  naviga 
tion. 

Second.  It  is  declared  Ihat  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia may  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken  from  the  Delaware 
river,  by  means  of  d:»ms  and  feeders  at  Wells'  Falls,  as 
mod)  water  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the  Dela- 
ware division  of  the  Pennsylvaaia  can.il,  as  far  as  the 
cily  of  Pliiladelphia,  should  the  canal  be  so  far  extend-  j 
ed,  for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  The  height  of  the 
dam  to  be  constructed  by  ihe  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  at  j 
Wells'  Falls,  shall  not  exceed  three  feet  above  the  siir-  ! 
face  of  low  water  at  the  head  of  the  Falls.  There  shall  j 
be  a  sluice  in  the  dam  sixty  feet  w  ide,  and  at  least  three 
hundred  feet  long-,  or  longer  if  necessary  to  make  a  se- 
cure descending  navig.ation.  The  walls  of  the  sluice  as 
well  as  the  dam  shal  be  made  of  substantial  timber  crib- 
work,  filled  with  stones,  and  the  upper  end  of  the 
sluice  walls  extending  into  the  dam  shall  be  made  suf- 
ficiently high  to  afford  an  index  to  watermen  of  the 
channel  prepared  for  them.  Boats  or  other  craft  as- 
cending the  river  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Pennsylva- 
nia canal,  by  locks  constructed  at  or  near  the  mouth  of 
Nelly's  creek;  and  the  said  boats  or  other  craft  ascend- 
ing the  river  shall  be  let  out  into  the  river  by  a  guard 
lock  or  lift  looks  at  the  head  of  the  Falls,  free  of  ex- 
pense. The  locks  shall  be  of  sufficient  capacity  to  ad- 
rait  all  boats  or  other  craft  which  can  navigate  the 
Pennsylvania  canal.  A  good  and  sufficient  channel 
shall  be  kept  open  above  the  dam,  of  sufficient  depth 
at  low  water  to  Hoat  said  ascending  bo.ats  or  other  craft 
which  may  pass  from  the  said  canal,  to  a  corre-ponding 
depth  of  water  in  the  river,  anti  above  the  suction  of 
the  said  sluice,  and  such  a  tow  path  as  may  be  necessa- 
ry for  this  purpose  shall  be  constructed.  Such  locks, 
channel  and  tow  path  shall,  at  all  times.be  kept  in  good 
repair  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Third.  The  State  of  New  Jersey  shall  cause  the  ob- 
structions to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Delaware,  at 
Scudder's  Falls,  which  have  been  placed  there  by  the 
Trenton  Delaware  Falls  company,  to  be  removed  or 
otherwise  obviated- 

Fourth.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  impair  or  alter  the  contract  made  between  the 
St>tes  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-three,  except  so  far  as  the  same  is  herein  de- 
clared. 

Fifth.  This  Agreement  shall  be  considered  as  a 
joint  compact  between  the  said  States,  and  the  citizens  . 
thereof  respectively,  whenever  the  Legislatures  of  the 
said  States  shdl  severally  have  passed  laws,  approving 
of  and  ratifying  the  same,  and  shall  thereafter  fnrever 
be  irrevocable  by  either  of  the  said  contracting  parties, 
without  the  concurrence  of  the  other. 

In    witness  whereof,    we,    the  Commissioners  of  the 
aforesaid  States,   have  set  our  hands  and  seals  to  two 
instruments  of  the  Agreement,   one   for   each  State,  at 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  this  twenty-second  day  of  No- 
vember, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  four, 
JAMKS   BUCHANAN, 
JOSEPH  BUHKE, 
ROBERTS  VAUX, 
G.\Ri{ET  D.   WALL, 
JOHS'  M-SHERREUD, 
P.  J.  STRYKER. 


COPY  OF  A   LETTER 

Of  Instructions  addressed  to  Edward  F.  Gay,  Esq- 
Laxcasteb,  17th  October,  1834- 

Dear  Sir: — Mr.  Kneass,  the  former  engineer  of  the 
Commissioners,  having  made  no  report  conceining  the 
practicability  of  supplying  the  Pennsylvania  canal  with 
water  from  Wells'  Falls;  you  are  hereby  requested  to 
make  an  examination  of  that  portion  of  the  river,  with 


this  view.  Should  you  find  it  practicable,  you  will  re- 
port to  the  Commissioners  the  best  mode  of  supplying 
the  canal  from  this  point,  with  the  least  possible  injury 
to  the  navigation  of  the  river-  Please  to  be  particular 
in  stating  the  height  of  the  dain  which  may  be  necessa- 
ry for  this  purpose,  and  descrihi.ig  it  in  other  essential 
particulars,  Xou  will,  also,  direct  your  attention  to 
the  best  mode  of  counteracting  the  impediments  which 
such  a  dam  may  interpose  to  the  ascending  and  de- 
scending trade  by  the  natural  channel. 

Might  not  the  navigation  of  the  river  be  completely 
secured  by  the  construction  of  an  outlet  lock  above  and 
another  below  the  falls?  And  in  case  it  should  be  deem- 
ed expedient  to  establish  a  communication  between 
the  Delaware  and  Uaritan  canal  and  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  at  this  point,  would  not  the  upper  lock  serve, 
both  to  pass  the  river  trade,  and  effect  such  a  commu- 
nication? 

We  should  be  pleased  to  have  an  estimate  of  the  ex- 
pense of  all  these  svorks. 

Does  the  Lehigh,  in  your  opinion,  afford  sufficient 
water,  at  all  seasons,  to  supply  the  canal  from  Eastoa 
to  New  Hope? 

You  are,likewise,requestedto  examine  t'  e  ob'truction 
which  has  been  erected  at  Scudder's  Falls  by  the  Tren- 
ton Delaware  Falls  company,  and  inform  us,  whether 
there  is,  in  your  judgment,  any  mode  of  restoring  the 
navigation,  except  by   entirely  removing  the  nuisance. 

There  is  good  reason  to  believe  that,  wiihin  the  last 
few  weeks,  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal  company 
have  caused  their  feeder,  at  Bull's  Island,  to  be  deep- 
ened a  foot  or  more.  If  this  be  true,  what  will  be  the 
cITect  upon  the  navigation  of  the  river? 
,  The  joint  commission  will  meet  at  Trenton,  on  Tues- 
day the  29th  instant:  at  which  lime  it  is  expected  that 
your  report  will  be  prepared. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Pennsylvania  Commmis- 
sioners. 

JAMES  BUCHANAN,  Chairman. 

Edward  E.  Gay,  Esa-  Engineer. 

MR.   GAY'S  REPORT. 

Lascasteb,  Oct.  Srih,  1834. 
To  the  Hos.  James  Buchanas, 

Chairman  of  Boardnf  Pennsyhania  Commissioners. 

Sir: — In  conformity  with  your  instructions  of  the  ITth 
inst.,  I  have  made  such  examinaiions  as  were  deemed 
necessary,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  supplying 
the  Peniisylvania  canal  with  w;iter,  at  JKf//'s  Falls,  on 
the  Delaware  river.  The  result  of  which  is  an  assur- 
ance, that  it  is  practicable  to  supply  the  canal  at  that 
place. 

As  my  limited  time  will  not  allow  me  to  enter  into  a 
general  description  of  the  river  at  IVell's  Falls,  I  will 
therefore  proceed  immediately  to  describe  the  mode 
which  appears  to  me  best  calculated  to  obtain  the 
desired  supply,  without  injury  to  the  navigation  of  the 
river. 

The  present  dam  at  the  Falls  as  constructed  by  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  extends  up  stream  from  its  con- 
nection with  the  western  shore,  at  an  angle  of  about 
twenty  degrees  deflection  from  it.  It  is  proposed  to 
extend  this  dam  two  hundred  and  six'een  feet  further 
up  the  stream,  thence  at  a  right  angle  with  the  course 
of  the  river,  to  connect  the  dam  with  the  Eastern,  or 
Jersey  shore,  leaving  a  sluice  of  sixty  feet  wide  in  the 
centre  or  main  channel  of  the  river,  for  the  passage  of 
atks,  rafts,   or  other  craft,  descending  the  same. 

The  height  of  the  dam  contempl  .ted,  is  two  feet  i:boie 
thefurface  of  low  water  mark  at  the  head  of  the  Falls, 
and  its  length  exclusive  of  the  old  dam  will  be  eight 
hundred  (800)  feet. 

The  sluice  is  designed  to  be  three  hundred  feet  long, 
extending  parallel  with  the  stream  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  above,  and  the  same  distance  below  the  dam, 
both  the  sluice  and  dam,  should  be  formed  of  substantial 
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timber  crib  work,  filled  with  stone,  and  the  upper  ends  1 
ot  the  sluice  walls  be  mude  sufficiently  big-b,  as  always  \ 
to  afford  a  sure  index  to  the  wiiteriiitn  ot'  the  channel  j 
prepared  for  them.  The  length  of  the  sluice  walls  pro- 
posed, is  such,  as  is  calculated  to  reduce  the  fall  to  an 
angle,  sufficiently  small  to  admit  the  descending  trade 
always  to  pass  through  with  case  and  safety. 

The  obstacles  wliich  nature  has  interposed  at  this 
place,  as  a  barrier  to  a  safe  navigation,  are  such  as  in- 
duces me  to  believe  that  1  hazard  nothing  in  expressing 
my  opinion,  that  the  dam  and  sluice  proposed,  w;l', 
if  properly  constructed,  instead  of  injuring,  be  a 
decided  improvement  to  the  descending  navigation  of 
the  Falls. 

The  sluice  will,  by  concentrating  a  much  largerpor- 
ticm  of  water  than  has  heretofore  flowed  in  the  natural 


It  may  be  properto  remark  before  closing  this  report, 
that  the  eastern  end  of  the  proposed  dam  at  Wells' 
Falls,  would  terminate  i  n  a  mound  of  sol  d  rock,  which 
forms  the  bank  of  a  Uaceway  belongnig  to  the  Rarilan 
and  D.  la  ware  canal  company,  and  that  by  the  construc- 
tion i;f  the  dam,  the  water  privilege  at  that  place  will  be 
m.lerially  enhanced  in  value. 

In  the  iiope  that  you  will  excuse  this  brief  and  hasty 
report,  consequent  upon  the  limited  time  allowed  me, 
fro.n  other  engagements,  to  prepare  it,  as  well  as  to 
make  the  examination. 

I  rem  lin. 

Very  respeci fully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
EDVV'U    F.  GAY,  Engineer. 
I      The  estimated  cost  of  the  works  proposed  at  Wells' 
boat  channel,  enable  persons  who  are  ut  "//accustomed     Falls,  is  as  folio 
to  the  river,  to  pass  these  falls  without  the  aid  of  a  Filot, 


vhich  is  now  considered  necessary.  Indeed,  if  the 
proposed  dam  and  sluice  should  be  constructed,  it  will 
be  effecting  a  valuable  improvement  to  the  river  navi- 
gation at  this  important  point,  wh  ch  the  united  cffoits 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersiy  s'lould  have  accom- 
plished several  years  ago  without  reference  to  its  utility 
as  a  canal  feeder. 

I  n  order  to  secure  to  the  people,  the  advantage  of  an 
ascending  naiigaion,  it  is  proposed  to  connect  the 
canal  with  the  river  bv  a  set  ot  combined  locks  of 
sevuiteen  feet  lift,  at  or  near  the  month  of  Neely's 
creek,  about  one  mile  below  the  proposed  dam,  which 
will  enable  the  river  craft  to  pass  into  the  canal,  from 
whence  they  can  again  be  returned  to  the  river  by  the 
means  of  an  inlet  or  guard  lock  which  can  be  con- 
structed to  answer  the  treble  purpose  of  feeding  the 
canal,  of  passing  tlie  ascending  trade,  and  (if  lucks  are 
constructed  on  the  Jtrsey  side  of  the  liver,)  of  afford- 
ing a  safe  and  easy  connection  With  the  Karitan  and 
Delaware  canal,  at,  or  near  Lamberlsville. 

The  Lehigh  river  has,  during  the  past  season,  afford- 
ed an  ample  supply  of  water  for  the  can  .1  from  Kaston 
to  Newhope,  and  I  am  oi  opinion  that  it  will  always  be 
capable  of  doing  so.  The  time  however  may  come, 
when  a  more  active  trade  than  that  of  the  past  season, 
will  show  the  propriety  of  introducing  a  feeder  to  the 
canal,  at  some  puii.t  on  llu-  Del  .war.,  above  NewliO],e. 
My  examination  of  the  obstruction  which  hasbe-en 
erec'ted  by  the  TrenKm  water  company,  in  the  river  at 


Dam  and  sluice  walls. 
Inlet  or  gviard  lock. 
Outlet  locks,  (of  wood,) 


§12,600 
5,500 
8,900 

§27,000 


E.  F.  GAY,  Engineer. 

To  Jons  StnoEAST,  Esquire,  of  Philadelphia,  Josr.ra 
BciiKK,  Esquire,  of  Easton,  and  Waitcb  S.  Fuank- 
Lix,  Esquire,  of  Harrishurg,  Pennsylvania,  Commis- 
sioners appointed  bv  his  Excellency  the  Govern'T, 
for  certain  purposes  detailed  in  the  law  approved  the 
10th  of. April,  1832,  and  inasuppleinental  r  solution 
passeil  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Commnnwealtli,  Slh 
February,  1833. 

Gentlemen: — In  pursuance  of  the  commission  above 
named,  to  employ  a  competent  and  disinterested  engi- 
nrar  to  ascertain  the  most  practical  and  economical 
manner  of  supplying  tlie  Delaware  division  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal  with  water,  at  or  near  Wells'  Falls  on 
the  river  Delaware,  and  from  that  place  to  the  next 
lock  be'ow,  and  to  furnish  such  plan?,  specifications 
and  estimates  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  that 
purpose;  and  of  the  supplemental  resolution,  authori- 
zing said  Commissioners,  by  their  engineer,  lo  ascer- 
tain how  the  obstnictiuns  in  the  river  Delaware  may -be 
obviated,  having  a  due  regal  d  to  the  safe  and  conveni- 
ent navigation  of  the  river,  and  the  use  of  the  waters 
Scudders'  Falls,  enables  me  to  say,  that  the  m.i-igution  thereof,  for  actual  or  contemplated  improvements,  with- 
at  that  place  rannot  be  perfectly  restored,  except  by  I  out  injury  to  the  said  navigation;  and  of  a  note  of  in- 
tlie  removal  of  the  mound  which  now  occupies  the  ori- |  sti notions  fiom    John    Sergeant,    Esquire,    authoriaing 
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ver  be  considerably 
al  cf  the  gravel  bar,  deposittd 
ouud,  anil  by  the  erection  of  a 
lide  of  the  present  channel  to 
river,  which  will  by  accumula- 
iter  in  the  channel  lessen  the 
ly  of  boats  to  ground — impediments  how- 
ever, will  alwajs  be  likely  to  accumulate  at  this  point, 
and  render  the  passage  of  boats  difficult,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  abrupt  termination  of  the  mound,  which 
presents  a  check  to  the  curient  at  h'gh  «.attr,  and 
thereby  forms  an  eddy,  the  naiuial  consequence  of 
which,  is  a  deposite  of  sandor  gravel  in  its  immediate 
Ticinity. 

In  reference  to  your  inquiry  as  to  the  effect  upon  the 
navigation  of  the  river,  by  deepening  the  head  of  the 
feeder  to  the  Karitan  and  Delaware  at  Bulls'  Island,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  give  a  satisfacory  answer.  On  a  vi^ii 
to  the  point  in  question,  it  appeared  tliat  the  works 
contemplated  by  the  company  at  the  entrance  of  the 
feeder  were  incomplete.  The  arrangement  however, 
is  one  which  is  calculated  to  place  at  the  command  of 
the  company,  a  large  poriioii  of  the  river  during  its 
lowest  stages — and  should  the  water  be  drawn  through 
the  feeder,  for  any  other  lUnn  navigable  purposes,  it 
w  luld  in  all  probability  tend  to  injure  the  natural  navi- 
gation of  the  river  during  low  water. 


he  engineer  to  extend  his  examinations  above  Easton, 
sliould  he  deem  it  necessary  to  enable  him  the  better 
to  report  in  detail  to  said  commissioners  upon  the  points 
which  he  is  inquiring: — The  undersigned,  having  a  due 
sense  of  the  duties  which  the  law  and  the  resolution 
have  required,  and  nhich  are  given  him  in  charge  by 
the  Commissioners,  has  the  honor  of  laying  before  you 
the  result  of  his  researches  and  observatio-is  on  these 
interesting  subjects. 

General  considerations  connected  with  the  subject, 
as  well  as  information  obtained  from  competent  authori- 
ty in  the  neighborhood,  sustained  by  the  opinion  of  one 
of  your  body,  determined  the  proper  point  for  the  com- 
mencement  of  the  inquiiy  to  be  at  the  junction  of  the 
Leiiigh  and  the  Delaware.  Easton  was  therefore  cho- 
sen as  the  point  of  commencement  for  the  investiga- 

From  Easton  to  Bull's  Island,  a  distance  of  about 
thirty  miles,  there  is  no  serious  impediment  to  the  na- 
vigation of  the  river.  Its  natural  course  is  obstructed 
by  shoals  and  rorks,  still  preserving  a  channel  which 
the  e>:perienced  waterman  readily  finds,  and  in  the 
spring  of  the  year,  when  high  waters  generally  prevail, 
the  difficulties  are  entirely  overcome,  and  a  navigation 
is  presented  free  from  danger. 

A  prominent  feature  in  this  portion  of  the  river,  is 
Warford  or  Tumble  Falls.     The  river  at  this  point,  has 
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a  mean  widih  of  nearly  one  thousand  feet,  and  falls  at 
the  rate  of  9.36  feet  per  mile,  passing  over  rocky  bot- 
tom; the  channel  is  nearh  straight  and  is  lasily  nuvi- 
gated;  nor  is  the  ascending^  navigition  as  difficult  here 
as  frequently  occurs  on  rivers  where  ihe  fdl  is  ie^s, 
owing  to  the  counter  currents  which  exist  along  ihe 
Jersey  shore,  occasioned  by  ihe  peculiar  course  of  the 
river  above  the  head  of  tl>e  falls. 

This  point  is  recommended  strongly  as  the  site  for  a 
feeder  for  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  which  may  be  effected  without  injury  ti>  tlie  na- 
vigation of  the  river,  by  extending  a  dam  from  the 
main  land  to  the  foot  of  Cutbush  Island,  ami  connect- 
ing the  other  Islands,  which  continue  to  the  head  of  the 
fails,  by  similar  woiks. 

Between  the  site  on  the  Pennsylvania  side  of  the 
river,  where  I  have  recommended  the  location  of  a 
feeder  for  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  and  a  point  on  the  same  shore  nearly  opposite  the 
head  of  Bull's  Island,  it  has  been  suggested  that  an  out- 
let lock  should  be  made,  by  which  the  trai.'e  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal  might  be  drawn  off  towards  the  city 
of  New  York,  rm.  the  feeder  and  the  Delaware  and 
Rariian  canal.  In  reference  to  the  practicability  of 
such  a  purpose,  I  have  examined  tiie  circmstaiices, 
and  find  the  depth  of  water,  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the 
river,  highly  favorable,  with  other  faciliiies  near  the 
spot,  to  such  a  scheme,  and  can  be  efl'ected  without  in- 
jury to  the  navigation  of  the  river. 

The  next  point  of  consideration,  is  at  Bull's  Isliin:!, 
where  the  State  of  New  Jersey  has  aulhorizid  impor- 
tant works  for  the  benefit  of  the  Delaware  .ind  Kantan 
canal  company,  of  which,  a  particular  noiice  should  be 
taken  in  this  report  as  intimately  touching  the  spirit 
and  letter  of  instructions  under  which  the  undersigned 
is  inquiring,  to  wit:  "  to  have  a  due  regard  to  the  safe 
and  convenient  navigation  of  the  river."  At  this  point, 
water  is  to  be  abstracted  from  the  riier,  to  supply  the 
trade  of  the  above  canal,  by  a  feeder  twenty-two  and  a 
half  miles  in  length,  the  water  line  of  which  is  sixty 
feet,  bottom  width  thirty-six  feet,  dt-pih  six  feet,  and  a 
descent  of  two  inches  per  mile,  with  one  lock  of  ten 
feet  hft.  The  mean  velocity  of  such  a  feeder  is  10. 5 
inches  per  second,  which,  multiplied  by  the  area,  gives 
252  feet  per  second.  This  feeder  joins  the  summit 
level  of  the  main  can.al  near  the  city  of  Trenton. 

The  main  canal,  from  the  point  of  entering  the  Dela- 
ware river  at  Bordenton,  to  where  it  enters  the  Uaritan 
river,  near  New  Brunswick,  is  about  forty-four  miles  in 
length,  with  a  water  line  of  seventy  five  feet  in  width 
and  seven  feet  in  depth,  bottom  width  forty-seven  feet, 
and  is  said  to  be  so  constructed  as  to  allow  of  increas- 
ing the  water  line  to  eij;hly  feet,  and  ilie  dcpili  to  eight 
feet.  It  descends  from  the  summit  level  to  the  Dchi 
ware  at  Bordentown,  by  seven  locks  of  eight  feet  lift 
each,  and  into  the  Raritan  near  New  Brunswick,  by  a 
like  number.  The  locks  are  twenty  four  feet  in  width, 
and  one  hundred  feet  in  length  in  the  chamber. 

The  greater  quantity  of  water  necessary  to  sustain  the 
maximum  trade  of  this  canal  and  feeder,  must  be  taken 
from  the  Delaware  river  at   the  head  of  Bull's  Island; 
what  effect  the  abstraction  of  siich  a  quantity  of  water 
would  1  ave  on  the  navigation  of  the  river,  it  is  impossi 
ble  to  ascertain  with  accuracy,  owing  to  the  uncertain. 
ty  of  the  data  connected  with  such  an  inquiry;  for  it  is 
a  fact  well  established,  that  in  no  instance  has  practice 
ever  confirmed  the  theoretical  principles  gi\  en  by  those 
who  have   considered  the  subject  of  supplying  cana 
with  water,  when  evaporation,  filtration,  and  leakage 
are  items  in  the  calculation.     Therefore,    as  these  an 
othf  r  circumstances  are  unknown,   the  undersigned 
constrained  todecl  ne  declaring   what  would  be  the  ac- 
tual result,  where  such  viial  inerests  are  concerned. — 
He  has,  however,  involved    all  the   data  which   were 
within  his  reach,  and  tested  them  with  formula  applica- 
ble in  such  cases,   and  the  results  have   been  that    the 
river  was  adequate  to  tlje  supply,  without  injury  to  the 


navigation  of  the  river;  but  the  undersigned  has  no  con- 
fidence  in  results  derived  from  the  involvement  of  un- 
lin  data,  he  therefore  refers  the  decision  nf  the  im- 
portant question  to  practice,  the  sovereign  arbiter  on 
his  occasion. 

From  Bull's  Island  no  obstructions  are  met  with,  in  a 
distance  of  seven  miles. 

That  portion  of  the  river  near  New  Hope,  called 
ll'ell's  Fulls,  is  perhaps  the  most  difficult  and  danger- 
ous part  of  the  navigation;  the  descent  in  one  mile  is 
nearly  thirteen  feet — the  water  rtishes  impetuously  over 
and  among  rocks  and  shoals,  and  the  channel  assumes 
so  iregnlar  and  tortuous  a  course  that  there  is  much  un- 
certamty  in  the  navigation,  and  occasional  losses  of  pro- 
perty, even  by  skilful  navigators.  This  place  has  fre- 
quently been  the  subject  of  consideration,  with  a  view 
of  obviating  the  difficulties  so  justly  complained  of;  the 
plan  proposed  has  been,  in  every  instance,  to  form  a 
new  channel,  by  removing  the  rocks,  but  has  never 
been  completed;  a  perseverance  in  the  same  scheme  is 
recommended  as  cheaper  and  more  effective  than  any 
other  in  obviating  the  difficulties,  as  far  as  the  rafting 
trade  is  interested.  Also,  that  the  wing  dams  and  ma- 
chinery be  removed  which  have  been  erected  by  the 
slate  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the 
Delaware  division  of  her  canals  with  water.  1  o  lacili- 
tate  the  ascending  and  descending  boat  trade  of  the 
liver,  at  this  point,  1  recommend  that  out-let  locks  be 
constructed-at  the  head  and  at  the  foot  of  the  falls,  and 
fiomthe  Pennsylvania  Canal. 

The  next  serious  obstruction  occurs  at  Scudder's 
Fulls;  the  works  erected  at  this  place,  by  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  have  encroached  upon  the 
main  channel  to  such  an  extent  as  seriously  to  inierrept 
the  navigation  of  the  river.  By  the  erection  of  a  protec- 
tion wall  to  the  Trenton  water  works,  more  than  one 
half  of  the  ri\er  channel  has  been  closed,  and  the  re  • 
maining  portion  has  been  so  far  filled  with  deposit  from 
the  river,  occasioned  by  counter  currents  produced  by 
the  erection  of  said  wall,  as  to  prevent  in  the  ordiniiry 
state  of  the  stream,  the  free  passage  of  the  river  craft; 
with  a  full  load,  boats  are  necessarily  obliged  to  be 
lightened,  on  arriving  at  this  point,  by  transferring  a 
part  of  their  cargo  to  other  vessels,  at  the  expense  (if 
much  time  and  labor,  to  enable  them  to  proceed  on 
their  voyage. 

The  removal  of  all  the  works  which  have  been  erect- 
ed by  the  Trenton  water  company,  in  this  vicinity,  is 
the  only  method  of  regaining  the  use  of  the  old  channel, 
and  thus  restoring  to  Pennsylvania  the  original  and 
unalienated  right  to  afiee  and  undiminished  navigation 
of  the  river;  but  theundersigncd  deemed  it  within  his 
province  to  seek  for  an  alternative  to  so  extensive  a  s.a- 
crifice,  and  liis  examirationshave  led  to  the  belief,  that 
a  new  and  efficient  channel  may  be  opened,  by  darning 
the  inferior  outlet,  between  Duer's  and  Slack's  Islands, 
to  four  feet  in  heiglit,  and  clearing  a.  water  course 
through  the  shoals  which  extend  from  Duer's  to  the 
main  channel,  at  the  foot  of  Slack's  Island.  As  the 
necessity  of  this  expedient  has  resulted  from  works  au- 
thorized by  the  State  of  New  Jeisey,  and  the  advanta- 
ges of  which  accrue  to  her  alone,  she  would  appear 
bound  to  obviate  the  difficulties:  and  as  they  are  of  a 
very  set  ious  character,  should  be  required  toaccomplish 
it  without  dehay.  Until  this  new  channel  be  formed, 
it  is  recommended  that  the  deposit  be  removed  from 
the  remaining  portion  of  the  eld  channel,  as  a  means  of 
relieving,  in  some  degree,  the  suffering  trade  of  the 
river. 

From  Scudder's  Falls  to  tide  water  the  river  naviga- 
tion has  no  obstructions;  the  wing  dams  which  have 
been  erected  heie  from  either  side  of  the  river 
have  tended  much  to  the  improvement  of  the  channel. 

No  report  upon  the  navigable  improiement  of  the 
Delaware  would  attain  its  end  without  some  remarks 
insisting  upon  the  propriety,  nay  necessity,  of  keeping 
that  noble  stream  always  open  and  unimpaired  for  the 
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transmission  of  produce,  both  up  and  down,  through- 
out its  original  course.  Although  tlie  undersigned  will 
not  attempt  to  controvert  the  opinion,  somewhat  en- 
thusiastically expressed  by  a  great  projector,  that 
rivers  were  intended  to  feed  canals,  yet  it  may  be  doubt- 
ed whether  the  dictum  be  altogether  true,  more  es- 
pecially when  referring  to  such  extensive  water  courses 
as  the  Delaware.  The  wisdom  which  would  drain  its 
present  bed  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  lock  navi- 
gation, however  extended  or  perfect,  might  well  be 
questioned  by  an  indifferent  observer,  and  would  cer- 
tainly engender  discontent  among  a  numerous  portion 
of  our  fellow-citizens  who  rely  upon  it  as  the  most  di- 
r.  ct  and  facile  highway,  to  a  market  for  their  produc- 
tions. A  main  staple  of  the  upper  country,  w.atcred  by 
this  stream  and  its  tributaries,  is  of  a  description  that 
will  bear  no  other  means  of  transportation  to  its  cus- 
tomary market,  than  the  open  natural  course  hereto- 
fore always  in  use  for  that  purpose,  and  on  no  consid- 
i-ralion  should  the  descending  navigation  be  at  all  ob- 
structed; should  the  time  ever  arrive  when  it  would  be 
nect-ssary  to  resort  to  canal  navigation  for  the  transport 
of  lumber  from  the  interior,  it  is  presumed  that  the 
transport  of  it  to  New  York,  through  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  canal,  would  be  so  much  more  advantageous, 
than  by  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Henn-.ylvania  ca- 
nal,  as  lo  deprive  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  of  almost 
the  whole  of  that  natural  staple  of  her  uncleared  for- 
ests. 

In  estimating  the  importanf.e  of  preserving  the  navi- 
gation of  this  siream  unimpaired,  it  should  be  kept 
constantly  in  view  that  for  several  weeks  in  the  spring 
it  is  available  earlier  than  the  canal,  and  Continues  open 
in  the  fall  a  still  longer  period:  and  these  considerations 
should  alone  induce  a  reasonable  degree  of  caution  in 
advancing  any  project  having  a  tendency  to  deteriorate 
its  native  powers  of  transporiation. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  views  relative  to 
the  navigation  of  tlie  Delaware,  the  subject  of  supply- 
ing the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
with  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water  to  sustain  its  maxi- 
mum trade,  has  been  carefully  examined,  and  a  suita- 
ble consideration  given  t'liis  importance. 

The  sclieme  of  reducing  the  level  of  that  portion 
which  extends  'rom  New  Hope  to  the  first  lock  below 
has  the  following  reasons  opposing  such  a  measure. 
First,  the  time  necessary  to  effect  such  a  purpose  is 
too  long.  Second,  the  delays  to  the  trade  on  the  ca- 
nal would  be  too  serious  an  inconvenience  to  the  citi- 
zens, and  loss  of  revenue  to  the  State;  and  third,  the 
canal  would  be  incomplete,  as  far  as  a  supply  of  water 
is  concerned,  as  the  deficiency  which  exists  between 
New  Hope  and  Black's  eddy  would  not  be  provided 
for. 

The  required  dimensions  of  the  Delaware  division 
of  the  Pennsylvania  canal  are,  water  line  forty  feet, 
depth  five  feet,  bottom  width  twenty  five  feet;  with 
lock  chambers  eleven  feet  by  ninety-five  feet! 

From  Easton  to  New  Hope,  the  distance  now  sup- 
plied by  the  Lehigh,  is  thirty  five  miles,  the  average 
lift  of  the  locks  is  7.4  feet,  nearly,  and  the  maximum 
trade  is  assumed  at  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  boats 
in  twenty-four  hours,  each  boat  requiring  three-fourths 
of  a  lock  full. 

The  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  water  requisite  for 
lockage  is  based  upon  the  following  data.  Theory 
determines  that  one  lock  full  of  water  will  carry  a 
boat  from  the  head  of  the  canal  to  its  termmation;  and 
that  the  return  boat,  if  immediately  following,  will  re- 
quire one  lock  full  at  each  lock:  there  being  eighteen 
locks  in  the  distance  from  Easton  to  New  Hope,  one 
boat  would  expend  eighteen  locks  full  to  arrive  at  the 
head  of  the  canal;  this  amount,  added  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  water  for  the  descending  trade,  is  equal  to 
nineteen  locks  full  of  water;  a  mean  of  which  is  9  5 
locks  full  of  water  for  each  boat  passing  the  eighteen 
locks  up  and  down;  this  mean  allowance  supposes  that 


the  same  number  of  boats  should  simultaneously  arrive 
at  the  head  and  foot  of  each  level.  To  compensate 
however  f  r  a  deviation  from  this  mode  of  arrivals,  and 
for  the  variation  in  the  lift  of  the  locks,  an  addition  of 
one  fourth  of  a  lock  full  is  deemed  sulficiejit,  giving 
three-fourths  of  a  lock  full  of  water  fore.ach  boat  as  the 
whole  quantity  expended  by  lockage. 

The  time  expended  in  locking,  upon  the  supposition 
that  arrivals  occur  simultaneously  at  the  head  and  foot 
of  the  lock,  is  estim.ated  at  eight  boats  per  hour— ihs 
multiplied  by  the  mean  expense  of  water  (three-fourths 
of  a  lock  full)  gives  six  locks  full  per  hour  as  the  maxi- 
mum navigation.  The  prism  of  the  lift  of  the  locks 
between  Easton  and  New  Hope,  contains  seven  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifty  cubic  feet,  three-fourths 
of  which,  or  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eiglity- 
eig!.  t  cubic  feet,  by  the  estimate  above  would  be  re- 
quired for  each  boat,  consequently  thedemand  on  the 
Lehigh  would  be  192  X  5,88S  =  1,130,496  cubic  feet 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

Evaporation  is  estimated  at  one  cubic  foot  per  minute 
on  each  one  hundred  tliousand  square  feet. 

Filtration  is  an  item  that  depends  on  so  many  contin- 
gencies that  it  is  difficult  to  arrive  at  its  precise  quanti- 
ty. The  amount  of  loss  from  this  source  on  the  New 
York  canal,  which  has  forty  feet  water  line,  and  four 
feet  depth,  was  rather  exceeding  one  hundred  cubic 
feet  per  mile,  per  minute,  for  the  few  first  years  after 
the  introduction  of  the  water;  the  banks  however  have 
become  compact,  and  the  bottom  tighter,  by  pud- 
dling, consequently  filtration  considerably  lessened.  All 
new  canals  are  subject  to  more  or  less  loss  by  filtraiion, 
depending  on  the  quality  of  the  soil  through  which  they 
pass  and  of  which  the  banks  are  constructed;  in  pro- 
cess of  time  however  these  become  more  solid,  and 
leakage  on  this  account  decreases.  In  tlie  instance  of 
Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  which 
unfortun-atelypasses  through  soil  of  so  loose  andporous 
a  quality  as  to  require  a  very  long  time  to  attain  solidi- 
ty, although  the  banks  are  becoming  more  solid  from 
age  and  repair?,  whichare  constantly  going  on,  still  we 
find  the  loss  on  this  canal  to  amount  to  eight  hundred 
and  fifty-six  cubic  feet  per  mile,  per  minute.an  amount 
much  greater  than  has  ever  come  within  my  observa- 
tion. We  have  therefore  for  the  item  ol  filtraiion  foily- 
three  miUions  one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  cu- 
bic feet  as  the  loss  in  twenty-four  hours. 

While  upon  this  subject  I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that 
all  observations  and  experiments  which  have  been 
made  upon  evaporation  and  filtration  on  canals,  esta- 
blishing principles  for  obtaining  results  to  aid  the  en- 
gineer in  his  practical  operations,  have  not  enabled  him 
to  arrive  at  exactitude;  the  series  of  observations  made 
under  one  set  of  circumstances  cannot  apply  but  where 
similar  conditions  exist,  and  that  perhaps  can  never  oc- 
cur. Should  the  results  be  adopted  which  have  been 
obtained  from  practice,  with  an  allowance  for  the  dif- 
ferences that  exist,  there  never  can  be  any  other  than 
an  approximation  to  probability;  for  in  no  instance  per- 
haps has  practice  ever  but  very  remotely  confirmed  the 
theoretical  principles  which  have  been  established  by 
all  authors  upon  Hydraulics,  for  ascertaining  the  sup- 
ply of  water  lor  canals,  when  evaporation  and  filtration 
are  items  of  consideration. 

Leakage  at  locks  is  also  an  item  that  should  enter  in- 
to the  calculation,  and  in  this  instance  would  be  amply 
provided  for  at  five  hundred  and  fifty  cubic  feet  per 
minute.  'I'he  estimated  amount  of  water  required  by 
canal  from  Easton  to  New  Hope  in  twenty -four 
hours  will  be  as  follows: 

Lockage,  1,130,495 

Evaporation,  106,560 

Leakage  and  Locks,       792,000 
Filtr.ation,  43,142,400 

45,171,456  or  31,369  cubic  feet 
per  minute. 
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RIVER  DELAWARE. 


The  river  Leiiigh  at  its  lowest  stage  of  water  at 
Easlon  passes  into  the  canal  through  six  valve  gates  two 
feet  square,  each,  with  a  head  ot  three  feet  six  inches, 
and  three  culverts  four  feet  square,  each,  eight  feet  in 
lei'gtli,  with  a  head  of  two  feet  six  inches;  from  this 
data  ihc  quantity  afi'orded  in  twenty-lour  hours  is  forty- 
four  million  nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  taelve,  or  thirty  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fifteen  cubic  feet  per  minutej  the  deficiency 
tlu-refore  is  seven  hundired  and  fifty-four  cubic  feet  per 
minute,  or  one  mdlion  eighty-five  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty  cubic  Itet  in  twenty-four  hours.  This 
amount  of  deficit  is  corroboraied  by  the  fact  of  there 
being  but  four  feet  water  at  New  Hope,  when  the 
whole  of  the  water  of  the  Lehigh  at  its  lowest  stage 
passes  into  the  canal,which  is  at  the  time  the  business  of 
the  can  d  is  greatest.  There  is  a  small  stream  taken  in 
as  a  feeder  ten  miles  below  Easton,  but  the  quantity  of 
water  which  it  affords  when  a  supply  is  must  needed, 
is  so  small  as  not  to  be  worthy  of  estimating. 

U  being  ascertained  both  by  theory  and  experience, 
that  the  Lehigh  is  insufficient  to  supply  not  only  the 
maximum  trade  assumed  for  the  canal,  but  even  an  ap- 
proximation to  it,  the  point  at  which  a  re-supply  is  re- 
quired must  be  considered. 

From  Easton  to  the  foot  of  lock  No.  13,  the  distance 
is  twenty-seven  miles,  the  average  lift  of  locks  is  5.58 
feet,  nearly;  the  prism  therefore  contains  five  thousand 
seven  Imndred  and  seventy  culiic  feet;  the  amount  due 
to  lockage  will  be 

4,3j8  X  192  =  830,976  cubic  ft.  in 24  hours. 
Evaporation,  83,520 

Filtration,  33,281,280 

Leakage  at  locks,  792,000 

34,987,776  or  24,297  cubic  feet 
per  minute. 
Upon  a  comparison  with  the  amount  of  water  to  be 
derived  from  the  Lehigh  with  the  quantity  required  tor 
the  trade  upon  the  canal  from  the  Lehigh  .at  Easton  to 
Black's  eddy  at  the  foot  of  lock  No.  13,  1  perceive  a 
surplus  of  six  thousand  tliree  hundred  and  eighteen 
feet  per  minute,  which  would  extend  the  trade  of  the 
canal  a  short  distance  further,  but  as  Tumble  falls  is  the 
only  scite  in  the  vicinity  where  a  feeder  can  be  eco- 
nomically and  permanently  constructed,  it  strongly  re- 
commends itself  for  that  purpose;  it  was  therefore 
deemed  indispensable  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  water 
that  the  canal  will  require  from  this  point  to  Bristol, 
and  the  dimensions  of  the  dam,  and  the  minimum  size 
of  the  feeder  that  will  convey  the  amount  of  water  sup- 
plied at  the  lowest  condition  of  the  waters  of  the  river 
Delaware. 

The  circumstances  of  that  portion  of  the  canal  from 
Black's  eddy  to  New  Hope  are  nearly  the  same  as  they 
are  from  Black's  eddy  to  Easton;  the  estimates  are  con- 
sequently based  upon  the  same  data,  while  on  the  re- 
maining portion  ot  the  line  the  item  of  filtration  is  less, 
becau'e  the  soil  through  which  it  passes  secures  the 
banks  and  bottom  a  more  speedy  solidity. 

From  the  foot  of  lock  No.  13  to  Bristol  is  thirty-three 
miles,  with  fifteen  locks  the  average  lift  of  which  is 
7. 12  feet,  nearly,  giving  for  cubic  contents  of  the  prism 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  cubic  feet.  The 
demand,  therefore,  for  lockage,  estimated  as  in  pre- 
vious calculations,  will  be 

5670  X  192,  1,088,640 

Filtration,    856  cubic  feet  per  mile  per 

minute  to  New    Hope,   a  distance    of 

eight  miles,  9,861,120 

Filtration     on    the    remaining    distance, 

(twenty-five  miles)  at  142  feet  per  mile 

per  minute,  5,112,000 

Evaporation,  100,800 

Leakage  at  locks,  792,000 

16,954,560 


Or  eleven  thousand  seven  himdred  and  seventy-four 
cubic  lest  per  minute.  The  items  of  lockage  and  leak- 
age are  already  partially  estimated  as  supplied  from  the 
Lehigh:  these,  therefore,  with  the  surplusage  of  six 
thousand  three  hundnd  and  eighteen  cubic  feet,  must 
be  deducted,  which  will  leave  three  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  eighty  six  cubic  feet  per  minute  to  be  taken 
in  at  Black's  Eddy.  And,  to  mifke  ample  allowance 
for  contingencies,  provision  should  be  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  feeder  for  one  thousand  cubic  feet 
more,  giving  therefore  such  dimensions  as  will  admit 
four  thnusand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-six  cubic  feet 
per  minuie  being  introduced. 

A  feeder  may  be  constructed  near  Black's  Eddy, 
which  shall  have  at  all  times  certainly  a  head  of  4,25 
leet,  (above  the  guard  gate,)  measuring  from  the  cen- 
tre of  the  valve  opening  to  the  water  line  of  the  dam. 
To  effect  which,  a  dam  must  be  built  from  the  main 
shore,  ten  feet  in  height,  to  the  foot  of  Cutbush  Is- 
land; and  the  openin.ns  between  Cutbush  and  Brag  and 
Biag  and  Gondola  Islands,  be  darned  to  the  Iev.^1  of 
the  main  dam;  also  that  a  wing  dam  be  extended  from 
the  head  of  Gondola  Island  to  the  head  of  the  falls, 
two  feet  in  height  at  the  island,  and  terminating  on  a 
level  with  low  water  mark  at  the  head  of  Tumble 
Falls.  Upon  this  plan  we  may  safely  calculate  that  the 
water  in  the  dain  will  never  be  less  than  six  inches 
above  the  water  line  of  the  canal  at  the  foot  of  lock 
No.  13. 

The  minimum  size  of  a  feeder  is  ascertained  to  be 
23.5  feet  water  line,  sixteen  feet  bottom,  five  feet 
depth,  and  one  and  three-fourth  miles  in  length,  with 
three  and  a  half  inches  fall  per  mile,  which  will  deliv- 
er into  the  canal,  in  twenty-f  lur  hours,  the  quantity  of 
water  required  through  four  valve  openings,  twenty, 
four  inches  square  each. 

In  conclusion,  1  beg  leave  to  remark  that  no  fear 
need  be  apprehended  of  the  navigation  of  the  river  be- 
ing impaired  by  this  improvement;  for  the  canal  re- 
quires a  less  quantity  of  water  than  now  passes  between 
the  islands  just  mentioned  and  the  Pennsylvania  shore. 
'Ihat  part  of  the  river  being  darned  by  this  improvement, 
the  surplus  water  would  pass  down  Ihe  main  channel 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  by  which  its  condition  for 
navigable  ptirposes  would  be  improved.  I  hat  under 
existing  circumstances,  it  is  impossible  to  keep  in  the 
canal,  either  at  New-Hope  or  at  Bri-tol,  a  greater 
depth  than  four  feet;  and  if  a  break  occur  within  ten 
miles  of  Easton,  where  it  has  most  frequently  occurred, 
the  water  is  charged  from  the  canal  below  the  break, 
so  as  to  stop  the  navigation  in  six  hours.  It  requires 
from  four  to  six  days  to  repair  the  breach;  and,  when 
repaired,  several  days  to  fill  the  canal  as  far  as  New- 
Hope.  The  feeder  now  proposed  would  obviate  these 
important  difficulties,  as  it  would  be  taken  in  at  a  point 
to  which  a  supply  of  five  feet  of  water  coidd  be  ob- 
tained from  Easton  in  twenty.four  hours,  leaving  the 
residue  of  the  loss  to  be  made  up  in  the  same  time  by 
this  feeder,  which  would  be  competent  to  such  supply. 

.\n  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  proposed  feeder  at 
Black's  eddy;  the  map  of  the  river  from  Easton  to  tide 
watrr;  and  the  maps  of  head  of  the  Delaware  and 
Rarilan  canal  feeder;  the  proposed  feeder  for  the 
Pennsylvania  canal;  the  maps  of  Well's  falls  and  Scud- 
der's  falls,  in  detail  are  herewith  presented. 

In  the  fulfilment  of  the  duties  which  you  have  befn 
pleased  to  commit  to  his  charge,  the  undersigned  has 
endeavoured  to  avail  himself  of  every  inlormation  within 
hisreach.andof  all  the  data  that  appertain  to  an  inquiry 
of  so  much  importance.  The  difficulties  which  appear 
upon  that  portion  of  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal  to  which  your  instructions  have  drawn 
the  attention  of  the  undersigned,  could  not  have  been 
foreseen  by  those  under  whose  charge  it  was  construct- 
ed, they  being  among  those  errors  wh'ch  are  always, 
and  unavoidably  associated  with  the  primary  efforts  of 
magnificent  enterprises,  and  which  ever  have  in  their 
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practical  operations,  developments  of  difficulties,  the 
correction  of  wliich  always  waitupon  theirappearance! 
therefore,  any  criticisms  are  invidious,  supererogatory 
and  unavailing.  But  as  the  duties  ot  Hie  undersigned 
have  reference  only  to  the  means  by  which  tliese  diffi- 
culties can  be  obv.attd;  he  has  accordingly  directed 
his  inquiries  to  ihe  considerution  of  such  plans  as  will 
secure  the  point  of  his  instructions.  In  what  he  has  sug- 
gested, he  has  had  an  eye  to  practicability  as  well 
as  economy;  he  has  been  under  the  constant  conviction 
of  a  general  tendency  to  error  in  all  human  operation-, 
and  has  accordingly  felt  more  than  ordinary  solicitude 
in  prosecuting  his  inquiries  on  this  important  subject, 
and  enjoined  on  himself  a  cauti.m  and  circumspection 
cnmme'nsurate  with  tiie  character  of  his  appointment, 
he  assures  the  auihorities  he  has  the  honor  of  addres- 
sing, that  although  fully  aware  of  hish  profession.il  re- 
sponsibility devolved  upon  him,  anduf  the  falibihty  of 
all  human  calculations  he  feels  not  the  more  reluctance, 
or  less  confidence  in  submitting  the  result  of  his  labors. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

SA.V1'L  H.   KNEASS, 

Civil  Engineer. 


Estimated  cost  of  ihe  Feeder  at  Black's  Eddy. 
For  the  Delaware  Division  of  the  Pennsylvania  ca- 
nal— Dam  at  Cutbush  Island. 

400  Feet  long,  12  feet  high,  at  9  dollars 

per  foot,  §3,600  00 

oOO  Perches  of  masonry  at  5  dollars  per 
ptrch, 
1,800  Cubic  yards  of  gravel  at  30  cents  per 


2,500  00 
540  00 


38,128  Cubic  yards  of excavationat  12centi 

per  yard, 
38,128  Cubic  yards  of  embankment  at  IS 

cents  per  y^ird, 
18,992  Cubic  yards  of  excavation  at  25  cent! 


2,000  Perches  slope 

perch. 
Aqueduct  at  Tohicon, 
Guard  gate  complete. 


dollar  per 


Add  15  per  cent,  for  contingencies  and  su 
periiitendence, 


Whole  cost  of  feeder, 


SAM'L  H.  KNEASS, 

Civil  Engineer. 
Philadelphia,  2d  April,  1834. 

(_'I'o  be  continued.) 


REPORT. 

Of  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia 


r  Systt 


The  Comiiittee  on  the  Judici.ary  System,  to  whom  was 
refcried  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Bucks 
County,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  commuting 
the  punishment  ofjoseph  Blundin,  lately  convicted 
of  murder  in  the  Hist  degree,  and  now  under  sentence 
of  death— Report, 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  .'ill  that  grave  con- 
sideration, which  the  shcut  time  allowed  to  tiiem  would 
permit;  and  have  come  to  ihe  conclusion  that  the  Le- 
gislature has  or  has  not  the  constituii.uial'  power  to 
pass  such  a  law  as  tl;it  prayed  for,  it  may  not  be  im 
proper  to  suggest  the  reasons  which  the  committee  think 
render  the  power  at  least  doubtful,  and  the  exercise  of 


it  inexpedient.  The  Legislature  defines  the  crime  and 
prescribes  the  punishipenf,  the  Judiciary  administer  the 
law  by  trial  and  judgment,  and  the  executive  is  bound 
to  execute  the jiilgment,  and  tiierefoie  to  the  Execu- 
tive is  given  by  tiie' constitution  the  power  of  extending 
mercy  to  the  criminal  by  granting  him  "a  pardon  or 
reprieve."  The  extent  of  the  power  of  each  depart- 
ment is  thus  marked  out  by  the  constitution,  and  it  is 
at  least  questionable,  whether  a  law  commuting  the 
punishment  of  a  convicted  and  sentenced  offender  would 
not  be  an  arrogation  of  powers  which  belong  properly 
to  Ihe  Judiciary  and  Executive.  It  would  be  a  reversal 
of  the  judgment  of  the  court,  and  a  new  judicial  sen- 
tence by  Legislative  enactment.  It  may  be  further  re- 
marked, that,  although  we  have  been  exercising  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  constilu;ion  for  forty-four 
years,  this  is  the  first'  time  that  an  attempt  has  been 
made  to  claim  tlie  interfeience  of  the  LegisI  .tore  in  this 
way,  and  it  miy  be  fairly  inferred  that  the  general 
"pinion  of  the  people  has  been  that  no  such  power  ex- 
isted. Undoubtedly,  the  Legislature  cannot  by  law 
either  increase  or  diminish  the  power  of  the  Executive 
on  the  subject  of  granting  or  refusing  pardons,  and  any 
law  passed  could  amount  to  little  more  than  a  recom- 
mendation of  mercy.  But,  without  entering  into  these 
questions  further,  the  committee  deem  it  highly  inex- 
pedient to  make  a  precedent  which  will  be  calculated 
to  cover  their  tables  with  applications  for  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  Legislature  in  every  case  where  a  criminal 

or  his  fi  lends  m  .y  consider  his  sentence  a  hard  one 

So  easy  is  it,  after  the  horror  and  consequent  indigna- 
l  tion  of  the  public,  .it  the  commission  of  a  great  crime, 
has  subsided  to  excite  the  sympathies  of  the  humane 
and  tender-hearted,  that  in  a  popular  assembly  the 
chance  of  escape  from  punishment  would  render  the 
law  no  longer  a  terror  to  tvil  doers.  So  strongly  was 
this  found 'lobe  the  case  in  the  State  of  New  York,  that 
the  power  to  p union  and  commute  punishments,  which 
hid  been  conferred  on  the  Legislature,  by  the  consti- 
tution of  \777,  was  taken  from  it  by  the  convention  of 
18  jl;  and  tliis  convention,  in  which  were  some  of  the 
ablest  jurists  in  the  Union,  refused  to  give  the  power  of 
2,000  00  j  comniutatiun  to  the  Governor.  It  is  the  certainly  of 
2  000  OU  1  punishment  which  furnishes  the  strongest  protection  of 
1,500  00  I  '''s  community  against  the  commission  of  crime.  'Ihe 
lives  and  property  of  the  people  would  be  jeoparded 
by  inci easing  the  chance  of  escape  of  the  wicked  and 
profligate.  If  our  criminal  code  is  too  severe,  let  it  be 
altered;  but  till  ihen  let  the  law  take  its  course.  We 
all  know  that  the  life  of  no  man  will  be  taken  away  in 
Pennsylvania,  if  there  is  the  sli.ghtest  doubt  of  his  guilt. 
He  has  every  protection  which  the  strongest  feelings  of 
humanity  and  the  strongest  prejudice  against  capital 
punishment  can  give  him,  that  his  life  is  safe  unless  his 
guilt  is  made  cle^tr  and  manifest,  and  when  he  is  con- 
victed, it  may  be  truly  said  that  "  mercy  to  the  criminal 
is  cruelty  to  the  slate."  He  still,  however,  has  his  re- 
sort to  the  Executive,  if  there  does  remain  or  is  after- 
wards discovered  any  circumstance  which  would  render 
his  punishment  cruel,  improper  or  unnecessary. 

1  he  Committee  have  nut  entered  into  an  examination 
of  the  merits  of  the  case  submitted  to  them,  nor  would 
it  be  possible  for  them  to  do  so-  It  has  been  tried  by 
the  proper  tribunals.  I  he  Grand  Jury,  Petit  Jury,  and 
the  court,  huve  passed  upon  the  crime  of  the  offender 
after  a  full  and  careful  investigation.  He  has  been  con- 
victed by  the  Jury,  a  new  trul  refused  by  the  court, 
and  sentence  of  death  pronounced  upon  him.  There 
is  no  remedy  for  him  except  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive. If  even  the  ri.ght  exis'sin  the  Legislature  to  in- 
terfere, the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  inter- 
ference would  be  highly  inexpedient,  and  lead  to 
consequences  deeply  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of 

Tiierefrre,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  dis- - 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject. 


4,575 


4,748 


CAPITAL  PUNISHMENT— CASK  OF  JOSEPH  BLUNDIN. 


CASE    OF   JOSEPH  BLUNDIN. 
House  of  Representative). 

Wednksdai,  Dec  18,  1834. 

The  resolution  appended  to  Ihe  report  mftde  by  tlie 
committee  on  the  Judiciary  Sys'em,  in  the  case  of 
Joseph  Blunilin,  being  under  consideration,  Mr  Har- 
rison moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  all  after 
the  word  "Resolved,"  and  inserting  as   follows: 

"That  the  Comraiitee  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a 
bill  in  accordance  with  the  views  expressed  by  the  pe- 
titioner." 

Mr.  Harrison,  said  he  introduced  this  amendment  in 
accordance  with  the  wishes  of  a  Lir.^e  number  of  his 
constituents;  men  of  the  highest  respectability  who  be- 
lieved, and  honestly  believed  what  is  set  foriU  in  their 
petition  to  the  legislature,  that  at  the  time  Joscpli 
Ulundin  committed  the  act  for  wiiich  he  luis  been  sen- 
tenced to  death,  he  wjs  not  in  a  sound  state  of  mind. 
The  unfortunate  individual  was  born  and  brought  up 
in  his  vicinity;  he  his  a  family  consisiing  ofa  wife  and 
several  children,  and  a  general  feeling  pervades  that 
community,  that  he  should  become  the  object  of  leg- 
islative mercy.  In  addition  to  these  wishes  in  beludf 
of  Joseph  Blundin,  a  general  feeling  was  manifested  in 
favour  of  the  abolishment  of  capital  punishment  in  all 
cases,  and  he  was  glad  to  perceive  that  the  subject  was 
likely  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  House,  and  would 

probably  be  acted  upon  during  the  present  session,      'f  I  doubt,  and  since  it  h; 
then,   it  is   intended  to  pass  a    Iiw    during  the    present  I  ^^.j^^,, '|,g  R„ilj  gyepy 


session,  abolishing  capital  punishment,  he  coum  not.  jj^ 
see  how  any  ill  effects  could  arise  from  extending  the  j  ^i, 
benefits  of  such  a  law  to  the  unfortunate  person  in 
whose  behalf  the  petition  reported  was  presented. 
That  report  did  not  deny  abauhilely  the  eonstitulion- 
ahiy  of  legislative  action  upon  the  subject,  and  he 
hoped  that  if  it  was  not  uncoiis:itution.il  to  pass  a  law 
of  this  kind,  something  might  be  done"  in  compliance 
with  the  wislies  of  the  petitioners. 

After  Mr.  Harrison  had  concluded,  Mr.  Vf .  B.  Reed, 
rose. 

Mr.  Reed,  (of  the  city)  said  that  it  had  occurred  to 
him  when  the  memori;<ls  on  which  this  tieport  is  found- 
ed, were  presented  by  the  gentkman  from  Bucks, 
that,  let  the  decision  of  i  he  committee  be  what  it  might, 
there  would  ultimately  be  presented  a  question  of 
painful  interest,  for  the  decision  of  the  House.  He 
never  supposed  that  any  aciion  of  the  committee 
would  finally  deiermine  it.     If  the  report  T?e 


He  not  only  concurred  fully  and  entirely  in  the  views 
taken  by  the  committee,  but  he  went  furtlier,  and 
while  he  asserted  the  palpable  inexpediency  of  in- 
terleriiig  here,  he  denied  emphatically  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  the  Legislature  to  g'rant  (he  relief 
prayed  for.  It  has  no  mure  right  under  the  constitu- 
tion to  loosen  the  ri'pe  froiii  this  wretched  man's  throat, 
than  it  hss  to  appoint  the  Judge  who  tried  him.  The 
prerogative  of  mercy  is  no  part  of  our  prerogative. 
It  is  lodjjed  elsewhere,  and  it  is  lodged  beyond  our 
reach. 

It  will   be  said  that  this   is  not   a  prayer  for  special 
pardon  and  commutation,    but   for  a  general  act,  au- 
thorizing  the  Governor  in  all   cases  of  capital  convic- 
tion,  to  commute  if  he  thinks  proper.     But  it  will    not 
be  pretended  that  this  general  enactment  is  not    ti>  ap- 
ply to  Blundin's  case.     The  p.litions  are  petitions  for 
1  commutation,  founded  on  the  special  circumstances  of 
I  his  case,  and  it  is  both  in  fact  and  in  profession   a  peti- 
j  lion    for  the   special  benefit  of  this  indivii!ual,    and  no- 
I  tiling  more.     Now,   were  there  no  other  objection,  this 
i  would  be  a  fatal  one,  an  I  it  was  contrary  to  n  common 
1  sense  of  right  and  wrong.to  pass    a  retroactive  law  in 
a    matter   of  criminal  justice,    by  which    an  adjudged 
I  criminal  who    finds  every    legitimate  avenue  of  escape 
shut  against  him;  who  has  had  his  jury  and  his  Judge, 
an  honest  tribunal  and  a  merciful   Executive  to   appeal 
s  plea  led  his  cause    while  it  was   malter  of 
become    matter  of  comiction, 
the  power 


made  the  law  which  he  has  confessedly  violated, 
and  asks  that  it  mav  be  repealed  because  he  has  bro- 
ken it.  No  one  Mr  R.  said,  Would  impute  to  him  a 
wish  to  limit  the  proper  power  of  remission,  or  to  ob- 
struct the  access  of  this  poor  cieature  to  the  proper 
fountain  of  melcy.     He  would  in  all  cases  leave   mercy 

to  h  .ve  full  sway  in  tl         

stitution  has  confided 
est  exercis",but 


:  would  in  all  cases  leave    mer 
mind  of  him  to   whom  the   con- 
He  had  no  doubt  of  its  bon- 
is the  security  that  laws  i;ive  us, 
if,  when  the  moment  of  enforcing  their  sanction  comes, 
they  are  to  be  repealed  or  altered,  or  modified,  (for  it 
is  ail  the  same.)     It  may  be  a  bloody   law  that    brings 
this  prisoner  to  his  doom,  but  it   will  be  a  far  bloodier 
law  that  alters  or  annuls  it  now.     It  may  be  a   bloody 
and    a    barbarous  law,  but   it  is  the  Ian:     It  is  the  law 
this  prisoner  is  adjudged  to  have  violated — it  is  the  law 
which  has   hurried  to  a  grave  of  infamy  many  a  guilty 
man    before  him.     It  is  the  law  which  till  repealed  we 
ve  to  be  our  security-^and,  as   the  law,    we  ask 


I  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist,  the  gentlemen  whose  ;  i\^.^i  ,[  ^ay  be  sacred  and'iiiviolate. 
constituents  were  so  deeply   interested  in  this  subject,  I  .  .  .  , 

would  not   certainly  acquiesce  in  it.     It  had   resulted  1       »•>••    Reed  said  he  objeci^ed   to  a  concession   ofth 


precisely  as  he  anticipated,  and  every  member  who 
had  refi  acted  on  it,  must  have  realized  the  new  re- 
sponsibility, which  the  decision  of  such  a  question 
created.  It  was  painful  because  it  was  new.  Its  effect 
was  to  give  the  members  of  this  House  a  semi-judicial 
character  which  no  one  would  willingly  assume.-^All 
this  was  the  n.atural  consequence  of  such  applications. 
They  may.  and  in  this  instance,  did  originate  in  the 
kindest  and  best  of  impulses,  but  it  was  mistaken  kind- 
ness to  nurse  the  hope  of  the  adjudged  criminal  b 


kind  for  another  reason.  The  constitution  has  placed 
the  pardoning  power  solely  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive. There  is  not  the  least  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
Executive  deems  this  a  proper  case  for  our  special  in- 
terference- If  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  peti  ion-  are 
true,  Blundin  is  at  least  technically  innocent,  and  though 
it  was  e:.sy  to  believe  that  his  total  rel.  ase  miftht  be  a 
matter  of  regret,  yet  it  would  be  an  insult  to  the  Ex:  cu- 
tive  to  suppose  that  under  such  circumstances  he 
would  hesitate  as  to   what  was  his  duty.      It  the   f;over- 


had  '  t"""  think 

o,-st    be   doubt 

House  knows, 
we,  from  whoi 
are  called  on 
the  Executive, 


lis  min  innocent  he  will  pardon  him — if 
he  will  reprieve  him.  But  so  far  as  this 
i,  he  neither   disbelieves  nor    di  ub's;  yet 

he  pavdoning  pow 

olunteeran  ir 

ugh  you  and  i 


pedients  of  mercy— it  was  mistaken  kindnes 
sent  their  memorials  here,  and  it  would  be  the  worst 
of  policy  for  the  house  to  entertain  them.  If  the  mer 
cy  seat  is  ever  to  be  transferred  hither,  the  Legisla- 
ture will  be  incessantly,  as  it  now  is,  wandering  from 
its  appropriate  course  ©faction  and  wildly  assum  ng 
the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  other  departments  of 
the  government.  Knowing  as  he  did  that  this  case  of 
Blundin's  did  not  stand  alone  but  would  be,  if  the  ap 
plication  succeeds,  the  forerunner  of  others  equally 
plausible,  he  was  glad  it  had  been  brought  early  to  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  hoped  that  the  Legislature, 
adhering  steadfastly  to  its  own  prescribed.duties.  Would 

bv  its  immediate  action  on  this  case,  put   all   such   ap- '  constitutional  capacity  of  the  Legislature  to  interpose, 
plications  at  rest,  now  and  forever.  i  lie  conti  Jently   submitted  to  the  candid  coiisiJ-iiation 
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is  taken  away, 
•terence  and  s  ly  to 
we,  have  the  pow- 
igh  the  responsibility  of 
liing  the  innocent  is  on 
ill  interfere  and  you  shall 
neither  execute  lior  dispense  with  the  law— we  the  leg- 
islature will  make,  interpret  and  execute  the  !aws  at 
once. 

Mr-  Reed    proceeded  to  arg'ie  in  detail  against   the 


to    pardon  and  remit 
.idoning  the  guilty  orpuii 


10 


CAPITAL  PUNISHMKNT— CASE  OF  JOSEPH  BLUNDIN. 


[Jancabt 


of  th  s  House,  \v  liether  after  trial  and  judgment,  there 
is  any  odier  dispensing- power  known  to  the  Constitu- 
tion but  the  Governor's. — A  law  is  made  defining-  an 
offence  and  prescribing  a  pt  nalty,  thtre  is  an  interpre- 
tation and  a  judgment,  nothing  remains  but  its  execu- 
tion according  to  ihe  law;  and  whether  that  execution 
shall  be  enforced  or  not,  is  left  expressly  and  exclu- 
sively to  the  Governor.  Shall  the  Legislature  come 
forward,  and  say,  though  the  people  authorized  us  to 
make  penal  laws,  but  gave  us  no  authority  to  withhold 
their  application  lo  special  cases  as  casual  exceptions-- 
Though  that  is  given  to  :inolher — though  Judges  have 
interpreted  and  applied  them — though  the  Kxecutive 
is  ready  to  enforce  them,  it  shall  at  once  be  changed, 
and,  though  the  prisoner  luis  been  convicted  of  murder 
in  the  first  degree  of  which  the  punishment  is  death, 
we  will  try  him  anew  so  far  as  the  sentence  is  concern- 
ed, and  pardon  him  so  far  as  his  life  is  involved.  This 
is  a  kind  of  judicial  and  executive  legislation  unknown  to 
the  constitution.  Nor  could  it  be  enforced;  for  were 
such  a  law  passed  as  is  here  prayed  for,  and  Blundin 
were  to  be  imprisoned  for  life,  such  a  new  penalty  if 
legislative  infliction  could  not  be  enforced  fur  a  sinf;le 
hour,  and  the  guilty  would  escape  b)  the  aid  of  judi- 
cial process. 

It  is  essential  to  keep  the  action  of  distinct  constitu- 
tional powers  apart.  It  is  right  to  legislate  for  all 
rather  than  for  one;  to  legislate,  as  tlie  injunction  of 
the  constitution  requires,  not  for  the  past  but  for  the 
future.  It  was  wholly  unnecessary  to  refer  to  the 
merits  of  the  case  as  slated  in  the  petition,  or  to  any 
peculiar  claims  on  sympathy  and  commiseration.  If 
this  man  had  been  unjustly  condemned  and  should 
be  unjustly  punished,  the  hlood  of  the  innocent 
would  not  be  on  the  legislalura.  He  hoped  that  tl-e 
amendment  would  n-it  prevail,  butihat  the  resolution  re- 
ported would  be  ailopted  and  the  committee  discharged. 

Mr.  Lacock,  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Phil- 
delphia,  (Mr  Reed,)  fully  as  to  the  inexpediency  of 
interfering  with  the  due  administration  of  justice,  but 
he  did  not  agree  with  h-m  in  op-nion  that  the  legisla- 
ture had  not  power  to  pass  an  act  to  save  the  condemn- 
ed criminal  from  his  doom.  The  constitution  cei-tainly 
gave  them  that  power,  and  if  they  were  disposed  to 
exercise  it,  there  were  nn  obstacles  interposed  to  pre- 
vent that  exei-c  seof  it.  There  was  no  penal  law  upon 
the  statute  bo..k  which  they  had  not  a  right  to  annul 
or  repeal;  and  if  they  were  to  pass  a  law  abohshing 
capital  punishment  entirely,  including  any  persons  who 
might  have  been  reprieved  by  the  Governor  but  not 
pardoned,  that  law  would  be  a  binding  one,  and,  such 
mdividuals  so  reprieved,  could  not  afterwards  be  ex- 
ecuted. The  passage  of  a  law  providing  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  capital  punishment,  would  depr've  the  Gover- 
nor, entii-ely,  of  the  power  to  execute,  pardon  or  re- 
prieve the  criminal  sentenced  under  laws  which  had  a 
prior  existence,  and  whilst  it  would  take  from  the  ex- 
ecutive this  power,  it  would  also  destroy  the  sentence 
of  the  court :  and  if  either  a  general  or  special  law 
were  passed  by  the  legislature  which  would  go  to 
abolish  capital  punishment,  it  woidd  then  become  ne- 
cessary to  make  provision  for  such  ;is  had  been  found  ; 
guilty  of  offences  under  a  former  law.  He  believed  ' 
that  the  legislature  possessed  such  powers,  and  that 
they  were  strictly  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the 
legislature  of  1794,  by  whom  the  penal  code  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  revised  and  modified,  and  who.  by  an  act 
passed  at  that  session,  gave  those  sentenced  to  death 
under  former  laws,  a  right  to  choose  between  the  pun- 
ishments inflicted  by  the  old  or  the  new  laws.  That 
the  legislature  possesses  the  power  of  commuting  the 
pumshment  of  death  into  any  milder  punishment  thev 
may  regard  as  advisable,  he  did  not  doubt,  and  in  his  ' 
view,  the  power  thus  vested  in  the  legislature,  was! 
shared  equally  by  the  executive  who  had  the  right  to  re- 
prieve or  pardon  off..nderi>;  and  that  authority   was  es-  I 


tablished  upon  the  bread  basis  laid  down  by  the  con- 
stitution itself.  But  v.-hilst  he  believed  in  the  power  of 
the  legislature  to  interfere,  not  only  in  a  general  man- 
ner, but  also  in  reference  to  this  special  case  his  opin- 
ion were  equally  cltar  and  decidid  that  it  would  be 
bi  th  improper  and  impolitic  for  the  legisl.  tore  to  inttr- 
fere.  in  this  instance,  with  what  had  been  done  under 
the  sanction  of  the  existing  laws.  Upon  this  point  his 
sentiments  coincided  entiiely  with  those  expressed  in 
so  nh'e  a  manner  by  the  gentlrmau  from  the  city, 
(Mr.  Reed.)  and  no  remarks  which  he  could  make, 
could  add  foice  to  the  reasons  already  adiaiictd  by 
that  gentleman  against  the  desired  iiiteiference.  One 
thing  more,  however,  struck  him  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  which  he  would  state  before  he  sat  dow-n, 
which  was,  that  inasmuch  as  the  people  of  Bucks  coun- 
ty have  asktd  for  the  comnutation  of  the  punishment  of 
this  individual,  and  would  rather  run  the  hazard  of 
having  him  let  loose  upon  society,  than  see  him  exe- 
cuted, the  circumstance  strongly  enforces  the  necessity 
of  a  general  law  upon  the  subject.  In  his  opinion, 
crime  was  increased  by  the  severity  of  the  punishment, 
and  he  rejoiced  that  the  attention  of  the  legislature  was 
now  likely  to  be  engrossed  by  the  question  of  the  en- 
tire abolition  ot  capital  punishment,  because  it  was  one 
which  called  loudly  for  their  consideration  and  action: 
And  although  he  could  not  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Bucks,  (Mr.  Harrison,)  he  did  not 
dispute  the  right  if  the  legislature  to  commute  the  pun- 
ishment, and  he  tioped  that  a  general  law  would  be 
passed  to  do  away  capital  punishment.  He  wished  it 
to  be  expressly  understood,  from  a  long  experience 
and  careful  observation  of  the  penal  laws,  of  this  com- 
monwealth, he  w;is  strongly  desiious  that  this  law  of 
blood  should  be  blotted  fiom  the  statute  book,  and 
that  a  perpetual  or  limited  imprisonment  should  be 
substituted. 

I  he  following  resolution  was  then  ofTered  by  Mr. 
Ayres,  as  an  amendment: 

"Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  empowering  the  Cover- 
nor  or  courts  of  justice  to  commute  the  sentence  of 
death." 

Mr.  Ayres  sustained  his  resolution  at  considerable 
length,  and  coniended  that  as  the  government  is  di- 
vided into  three  branches,  the  Executive,  Legislative 
and  Judicial,  and  that  each  department  had  its  proper 
limits,  the  action  of  the  legislature  in  this  case,  would 
bean  intringement  upon  the  province  of  the  judiciary. 
The  House  in  his  opinion,  had  no  legal  right  to  inter- 
fere to  save  the  prisoner  in  whose  behalf  its  interference 
has  been  asked,  especially  if  the  sentence  desi.ened  to 
be  warded  off  was  passed  in  conformity  with  justice. 
■|'o  the  executive  belongs  the  power  of  a  pardon  or  a 
reprieve,  and  if  the  facts  of  the  case  were  not  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  justify  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  and  the 
sentence  which  followed  that  verdict,  the  Executive 
could  interpose,  and  save  the  criminal  from  the  action 
of  the  law.  At  any  rate,  he  did  not  doubt,  that  if  the 
case  was  one  which  called  for  and  would  justify  the 
interference  of  the  Governor,  that  officer  would  sus- 
pend the  operation  of  the  sentence  until  the  legislature 
had  decided  whether  capital  punishment  ought  to  be 
abolished  or  not.  He  did  not  think  that  the  carrying 
into  effect  of  the  law  which  required  the  blood  of  the 
criminal,  was  productive  of  any  good  effects;  on  the 
contrary,  the  place  of  execution  too  frequently  became 
the  theatre  for  the  enactment  of  every  species  of  vice 
and  crime.  To  punish  by  imprisonment,  and  to  make 
that  punishment  the  certain  doom  of  he  oflTender, 
whilst  it  would  be  a  more  mild,  would,  he  thought,  be 
at  the  same  time  a  more  effectual  preventative  of  the 
commission  of  crime;  and  according  to  his  view,  much 
good  would  arise  to  the  community,  from  the  passage 
of  a  law  which  would  do  away  capital  punishment  alto- 
gether, and  place  in  the  hands  of  the  executive,  or  the 
courts  of  justice,  the  power  of  Gommuting  that  punish- 
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meiit  Tor  life,  or  for  a  limiied  term  of  years.  Mr 
Ayrcs  made  some  further  remarks,  and  was  followed  by 
Mr.  Wiilker,  who  said  lie  did  not  understand  that  the 
question  nnw  w»s  whether  capital  punishment  should  or 
should  not  be  abolished,  it  was  only  on  the  adoption  or 
rejection  of  the  amendment  oftVred  lij'  the  ijeiillcman 
from  Dauphin,  (Mr.  Ayres.)  When  that  que-tion  siiall 
arise,  a  diversity  of  opinion  will  doubtless  exist,  and  it 
would  require  stronger  arguments  than  any  he  had  that 
dav  heard  to  be  urged  in  (avor  of  sucli  a  bill,  to  (jain 
for  it  the  votes  of  a  very  considerable  number  of  mem- 
bers. According  to  his  view,  the  question  now  was 
whether  tlie  Governor  can  or  ought  to  be  vested  with 
power  to  commute  capital  punishment,  and  from  the 
decision  made  by  the  Mouse  upon  the  amendinent 
offu-ed  by  the  gentleman  from  Bucks,  (Mr.  Harrison,) 
it  would  appear  that  we  cannot  constitutionally  pass  a 
law  commuting  capital  punislimcnt,  and  if  such  a  law 
cannot  constilutionally  be  passed  by  the  Hou-.e,  how 
can  it  delegate  to  tlie  Givernor  a  power  which  il  cannot 
possess  itself.  1  he  vote  just  taken  has  shown  that  the 
House  c'oes  not  think  the  passage  of  such  a  law  as  com- 


ing 


within  the  limits  cf  its  powers,   and  of  course 


equally  incapable  of  delegating  the  same  powers  to 
either  the  executive  Of  courts  of  justice.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by 

Mr.  T.  S.  Smith,  who  rose  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
the  subject  before  the  House.  The  vote  just  taken 
has  disposed  of  the  question  in  the  case  of  .Inseph 
Blundin,  He  fully  concurred  in  the  dec  sion  of  the 
House.  No  legislation  Intended  to  meet  special  cases 
should  be  encouraged  All  the  evils  stated  in  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  and  many  more  would  result 
ii'om  opening  the  doors  of  the  legislature  to  applica 
lions  of  that  kind.     No  indiv' " 

hope  of  lile  till  the  last  effort  was  made  to  save  it,  ai.d 
the  criminal  would  in  every  case  be  transferred  from 
the  bar,  after  a  conviction  by  his  peers  and  the  judg 
ment  of  the  law,  to  the  halls  of  the  legislature,  to  seek 
anew  trial  and  a  milder  sentence-  But  the  vote  just 
taken,  had  established  a  precedent,  which  he  hoped, 
would  be  followed  forever  hereafter.  He  had  a  strong 
repugnance  to  the  passige  of  special  acts  of  grace  and 
mercy.  They  tend  to  draw  from  a  just  judgment  the 
convicted  felon,  and  to  substitute  a  partial  hearing,  a 
hasty  and  imperfect  trial,  a  detective  examination,  with 
all  the  amiable  weaknesses  of  human  nature;  and  the 
danger  of  corrupt  influence,  in  the  place  oftheir  de- 
liberate procedui-e;  the  inflexible  but  merciful  strict- 
ness of  acourt,  and  careful  investigation  of  a  jury-  But 
the  subject  introduced  by  the  motion  to  amend,  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  IJ.iuphin,  is  the  project  of  a 
gent-ral  law  not  applicable  to  the  case  of  .lose|ih  B'lin- 
din,  nor  to  any  one  now  under  sentence  of  death.  His 
case  and  the  other  which  has  been  mentioned,  n  ay 
serve  to  illustrate  the  present  ar.nument,  anJ  are  cases 
in  point  to  establish  the  justice  and  human. ty  of  enact- 
ing a  law,  by  whicli  the  Govoriior  might  be  authorized, 
when  a  proper  Case  is  proved  by  subsequent  disci  .sures, 
to  inflict  a  punishment  short  of  death,  but  commensurate 
with  the  crime. 

He  said  that  in  this  commonwealth,  before  the  act  of 
the  22d  April,  1794,  all  murder  was  pun  shed  with 
death.  By  tliat  act,  two  degrees  of  murder  «ere  es- 
tablished, the  first  and  most  atrocious  only  to  be  pun- 
ished capitally,  and  the  second,  where  mitigating  cir- 
cumsrances  were  disclosed,  to  be  punished  by  inipri 
sonment  at  hard  labor,  or  in  solitary  cells,  for  a  term  in 
the  discretion  of  the  courts  not  to  exceed  eighteen 
years,  nor  to  be  less  than  five  years.  He,  who' under 
the  previous  law,  would  have  been  sentenced  to  death 
by  the  benignant  provisionsof  this  act,  may  be  imprison- 
ed for  the  comparatively  short  period  of  five  years.  In 
this  change  we  see  no  more  than  the  progress  of  that 
spiril  of  mercy,  which  began  to  prevail  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, at  its  earliest  settlement.  From  that  day  to 
the  present,    we  have  been  carrying  out  the  princiide 


that  moderate  but  certain  penalties  are  more  effectual 
in  restraining  crime  nnd  repairing  the  injury  done  to 
society,  than  severe  and  excessive  punishments.  Ex- 
perience has  taught  us,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Go- 
vernment to  reform  rather  than  to  exterminate  offend- 
ers, and  that  the  punishment  of  death  ought  not  to  be 
inflicted,  where  it  is  not  necessary  for  the  public  safely. 
We  have  advanced  far,  but  we  have  not  fully  carried 
out  in  practice  the-e  salutary  principles.  There  is 
something  yet  to  be  done.  There  are  cases  now  in  ex- 
istence, w  here  convictions  have  'aken  place  of  murder 
of  the  first  degree,  and  the  subsequent  discovery  of 
testimony  has  made  it  manifest,  that  the  culprit  has 
been  convicted  of  too  high  a  crime.  Kvery  man  can 
readily  cmiceive  that  such  cases  may  often  occur.  If 
the  mind  is  suffered  to  dwell  upon  the  condition  of 
such  a  man,  and  t'le  justice  of  the  distinction  in  the  law 
beat  the  same  time  acknowledgf d,  it  must  be  sensible 
of  the  cruelty  of  taking  a«ay  a  life  which  the  law  de- 
signed to  spare.  The  contemplation  of  the  death  of 
one  man^tor  the  same  crime  for  which  another  is  pun- 
ished by  imprisonment,  is  revolting  to  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice. But  to  him  who  is  sentenced  there  is  no  relief 
but  through  the  executive,  and  there  is  no  choice  given 
to  the  executive,  but  to  put  to  death  or  pardon.  The 
criminal  must  either  be  punished  beyond  the  <l.  sign  of 
the  laws,  or  be  let  loo^e  upi.n  society,  a  blood  stained 
culprit.  Some  gentlemen  have  thought  that  stained 
and  crimsoned  as  he  is,  it  would  be  bett  r  to  paidon 
him,  than  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  tribunal  or  any 
individual  to  commute  the  punishment.  But  they  h.se 
iighi  of  the  justice  due  to  the  community.  They  would 
suffer  the  criminal  to  escape,  rather  than   that  the  Go- 

,., _      .ernor  should  sometimes  err  in   discharging  the   miir- 

uld  relinquish  the  |  derer  from  a  just  penalty.  T  hat  is  the  whole  extent  of 
the  danger  'The  merciful  maxim,  that  it  is  better  that 
ninety  and  nine  guilty  persons  should  escape,  than  that 
the  innocent  should  suffer,  forbids  the  adoption  of  so 
severe  an  alternative.  The  plan  proposed  suffers  nei- 
ther the  guilty  to  escape,  nor  those  unjustly  condemn- 
ed to  suffer.  It  does  justice  to  the  individual,  ami  pro' 
tects  the  community,  by  confiuing  for  life,  him,  whose 
hands  are  stained  with  human  sacrifice. 

He  said  that  some  gentlemen  had  thought  that  tliele- 
gislature  had  no  power  to  pass  such  a  law,  because  it 
would  interfere  with  that  provision  of  the  cnnstitution, 
which  gives  to  the  governor  the  power  of  reprieve  and 
pardon  These  who  adopt  the  principles  of  construe 
tion  applied  to  the  const  tution  of  the  United  States.  In 
that  constitution  no  power  is  bestowed  that  is  not  grant- 
ed by  express  provision-  In  the  state  constitutions, 
every  power  is  possessed  by  the  legislature,  except 
those  that  are  expressly  prohibited.  This  distinction 
removes  the  difficulty.  It  will  not  be  doubted,  that  the 
power  10  establish  such  a  law,  resides  somewhere.  If 
it  does  not  reside  in  the  legislature,  he  said,  he  wished 
gentlemen  would  state  where  it  did  reside.  It  was 
certainly  not  in  the  Governor;  it  must  then  be  in  the 
Legislature,  or  reserved  to  the  people.  But  there  is 
nothing  in  the  bill  of  rights  which  withholds  it  from  die 
Legislature,  and  if  the  principles  of  construction  he 
had  stated  were  correct  it  might  exercise  the  power. 

He  remarked,  that  whatever  diflficulties  may  arise  in 
reference  to  interfering  with  the  pardoning  power 
grant- d  by  Hie  constitution,  it  cannot  arise  under  the 
present  project  of  a  law.  There  i-^  no  design  toabrirlge 
that  prerogative.  If  the  law  should  pass  he 
could  still  reprieve  he  could  still  par  Ion.  He 
t-ould  not  be  shorn  of  a  single  feather  of  hi-i  pt-ero 
;  tlve.  His  constitutional  power  would  neither  be 
bridged  nor  enlarged;  the  sphere  of  his  di-ctetion 
would  be  modified.  It  would  afford  him  the  opportu- 
nity, when  a  proper  case  should  be  di'.clos»d,  to  do  less 
than  pardon,  to  punish  the  guilty  according  to  the  atro- 
city o(  his  crime. 

lie  thought  there  would  be  no  danger  in  depositing 
luch  a  power  in  the  executive  hands;  at  least  that  there 
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is  no  better  dcpositoiy  of  such  power.  The  courts  of  jus- 
tice, the  juries,  grand  or  petit,  the  Legislature,  or  either 


which  we  can  refer  in  the  circumstances  of  his  case,  that 
can  possibly  take  place,  to  even  suggest  a  doubi  as  to 
branch  of  it,  would  be  much  more  exceptionable.  'Jhe  his  guilt,  in  the  transaction  for  which  he  has  been  ac- 
nuOibf  rs  in  such  bodies  would  divide  and  less,  n  the  cused  and  convicted.  AVho  of  us,  remembering  the 
rfsponsbility  which  is  less  likely  to  be  abused  when  its  circumstances  at  all,  but  remembers  that  the  murder 
wl  ole  weight  res's  uptn  one  individual.  In  ihe  G"-  was  conimitted  in  the  picsence  oi  the  companions  of 
vernor  is  lodged  the  power  of  pardon,  a  much  greater  tl'e  deceased  and  prisoner.  A  violent  blow,  a  med 
power  than  tliat  no«  picpos('<l  to  be  given,  and  if  he  with  a  scythe — the  parlies  in  the  open  highway — the 
is  the  pri.per  deposiloiy  of  such  apower  there  seems  to  dfceased  in  flight  fiom  a  wagon  containing  these  com- 
be no  good  reason  for  refusing  to  intiust  him  with  a  less  panions — and  yet  it  has  been  argued,  not  only  by  the 
That  something  sliould  be  done  towards  satisfying  genilfman  from  the  city,  but  from  Dauphin,  that  it  is 
the  growing  dis])osition  in  the  public  mind  to  abolish  proper  to  bring  cases  in  analogy,  where  it  has  been 
the  punishment  of  death,  he  thought  was  very  obvious,  proven,  after  the  execution  of  a  criminal,  that  he  was 
T  he  piogress  of  better  feeling  and  betitr  philosophy  innocent.  I  hope,  sir,  that  this  argument  may  be  t-kea 
teaches  us  that  we  should  relorm  and  not  exterminate  in  its  full  extent— for  1  think,  that  in  view  of  this  ques^ 
the  criminal;  the  calls  of  justice  and  the  voice  of  mercy     tion,  it  amounts  to  nothing. 

require  it,  the  constitution  does  not  prohibit  ii,  and  the        I   appreciate    the    motives  of  the  gentlemen   froiB 
\o  ce  of  the  commut  ity  seems  to  demand  it.  Bucks.     'I  hey  have  a  duty  to  perform  to  their  ccnsti- 

Mr.  S.  F.  Keed.thenaddrctsed  the  house.  It  is  not,  tuents,  which,  in  their  ability  and  desire  to  discharge 
said  he,  my  intention  to  reply  to  the  many  arguments  faithfully,  I  would  wish,  (if  in  all  things  cons  stent,) 
which  this  ques'ion  has  elicited.  I  agree *w  th  the  they  could  be  supported  and  sustained  by  this house.-^ 
gentleman  from  Erie  (Mr.  Walker,)  that  ifthere  is  any  But,  I  am  satisfied,  tliat  ihe  relief  sought  for,  is  only  to 
power  placed  in  the  hands  of  theexccutive  of  th  scorn-  be  found  in  the  executive  and  his  clemency — confident, 
monwealth,  aflectmg  the  question  before  us,  that  pow-  |  as  1  am,  that  we  should  not  (if  we  could  legally,)  p  ace 
er  isci  n'ained  in  the  eleventh  sectic  n  of  the  2nd  article  ;  the  power  to  commute  the  punishment  of  Blundin  in 
of  the  constitution.  [Mr- Heed  here  read  that  section]  .the  hands  of  the  (iovernor.  This  case  would  certainly 
'I  he  right  which  ihe  governor  has  to  suspend  for  a  time  :  raise  other  applicaiions^— and  would  place  the  memheis. 
by  a  reprieve,  or  totally  to  annul,  by  a  pardon,  the  sen-  of  the  city  ai  d  county  of  Hhiladelphia,  in  a  peculiar 
tenre  of  the  court,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  was  given  to  situstlon.  I  believe,  sir,  that  we  can  point  tn  a  ctise 
him  by  the  people — and  we  therefore  have  no  legil  there,  that  calls  foith  greater  sympathies  from  the  hu- 
righi  to  interfere,  in  the  slightest  manner  with  such  ^  mane  and  merciftil,  than  Bluntlm's;  and  one  that,  if  I 
power.  We  are  here  the  mere  icpresentatives  of  the  :  could  sanction  an  illei;al  and  improper  course  of  this 
peiple,  in  General  Assembly,  and  to  assume  any  other  [  house,  1  would,  to  the  extent  of  my  feeble  exerl'on, 
character — such  as  delegates  to  alter  or  suspend  the    endeavor  to  bring  with  n  the  reach  and    control    of  a 


constitution — is  entirely  unauthorized  hy  any  principles 
which  are  conferred  on  us  by  our  constituents — and 
an  action  of  the  legis'ature  upon  the  amendment  em- 
powering the  Go\ernor  to  commute  the  punishment  of 
Bhindin  from  death  unto  in  prisonment,  fora  number  of 
years  or  for  life,  is   an  express  inlringemenl. 


body  decidedly  in  favor  of  extending  mercy  and   relief 
to  the  culprit,"though  guilty. 

'Ihs  case  of  Felix  Murray  has  more  claims  upon  so- 
ciety for  an  interference,  than  any  that  could  be  siig- 
gested  here — and  yet  it  is  a  matter  of  doubt  to  my 
mind,  from  what  1    believe  to  be  the   correct  view    of 


of  the  section  of  the  constitution  1  have  just  read,  but  '  this  question,  whether,  in  that  case,  the  wished  for 
upon  the  duties  of  the  executive.  1  conceiie,  Mr.  i  legislation  in  Blundin's,  should  be  extended  to  Mur- 
Speaker  that  the  people  were  competent  in  wisdom,  ray's.  I  would  be  tindeistood  to  hesitate,  on  the  ground 
when  they  thus  placed,  in  a  particular  branch  of  the  I  have  assumed  in  the  commencement,  and  through  the 
government,  this  power  of  pardon  or  reprieve— and  I  whole  course  of  my  remarks — for  I  am  disposed,  yes, 
assume  nothing  tor  those  around  me  when  I  say,  that  anxiously  hope,  that  to  that  individual  at  least,  the  mer- 
they  have  wisely  disposed  of  the  amendment  just  re-  ,  cy  of  the  Executive  should  be  particularly  and  specially 
jrcted;  thus  declaring,  that  as  they  had  but  the  doubt-  I  shown. 

ful  power  to  interfere  constitutionally  with  the  commu-  I  Alt  cases  of  capital  punishment  claim,  and  to  a  great 
ting  of  Blundin's  punishment,  they  would  expel  the  degree  receive,  the  sympathies  of  a  great  portion  of 
matter  from  this  housr^that,  as  certain  duties  have  the  citizens  of  this  State — not,  however,  on  account  of 
been  delegated  to  them  as  representatives,  they  will  ,  the  sentences  being  unjust — but  that  criminals  so  wan- 
not  grasp  at,  and  exercise  ohers,  that  the  people  have  j  tonly  and  recklessly  violate  Ihe  laws  and  institutions  of 
properly  reserved  fur  the  especial  exercise  of  tho-e  !  our  country  and  our  God.  1  hope,  therefore,  thai  we 
whom  they  may  choose,  for  amending  or  allet  Ing  the  :  may  not,  hy  entertaining  towards  this  unfortunate  man. 


feehngs  of  compassion,  break  down  tne  Darners 
which  are  interposed  by  the  constitution,  and  thus  be 
more  culpable  for  our  i  eglect  of  duly,  than  for  a  disre-- 
gard  of  the  feelings  of  compassion. 


ConstUution.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  the  constitution  adopt 
cd  by  the  people,  having  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive  certain  powers,  those  powers  cannot  be  re- 
modeled or  extended  by  this  assenibly — nor  by  any 
other  except  where  the  people  delegate  a  right  to 
change  that  cc  nstitution.  The  last  act  in  this  and  all  Salt:  or  Coal  La^^es. — We  understand  that  the 
similar  cases,  being  placed  by  the  people  in  the  Go-  Spohn  Tract  in  this  vicinity,  was  sold  last  week  for 
vernor,  no  legislation  can  possibly  take  place,  that  does  j  JlO.OCO,  the  contract  embracing  all  the  coal  on  the 
not  cither  annul  the  constitution,  when  it  places  Ihe  1  said  tract  below  the  water  level,  with  a  reservation  of 
pardoning  power  in  the  Governor— or  delegates  to  him  i  all  the  coal  on  the  same  above  the  water  level.  The 
power,  which  we  do  not  possess  by  virtue  of  our  j  coal  \ein  on  the  said  tract  is  about  900  yards  in  extent, 
representative  capacities,  either  expressed  or  implied,  i  and  the  same  may  be  mined  within  the  limits  of  the 
The  gentleman  from  the  city,  (Mr.  Smith)  in  order  to  tract  about  500  feet  in  depth.  The  public  abroad  are 
procure  the  action  of  this  house  in  favor  of  the  amend-  not  generally  aware  of  the  value  of  coal  lands  in  this 
inent,  has  spoken  of  and  adduced  pases  where,  after  j  vicinity,  the  speculating  mania  which  formerly  pre- 
trial, conviction,  sentence  and  execution,  it  has  appear-  j  vailed  having  had  a  tendency  to  prevent  subsequently 
ed  satisfactorily,  that  tbe  criminal  so  convicted,  was  i  the  spread  of  correct  information.  The  actual  value  Is 
innocent^but'such  cases,  1  think,  can  have  no  bearing  I  (hfficult  of  computation,  but  we  have  no  doubt  that 
on  the  one  befi  re  us.  We,  nnr  no  others,  interested  I  coal  lands  are  now  rated  far  below  their  intrinsic 
as  judges,  jurors,  executive,  or  those  w:ho  are  here  im-  worth.  M'e  have  no  desire  to  be  instrumental  in  revi- 
properly  asked  to  interfere  in  this  matter,  have  any  '  ving  an  inordinate  spirit  of  speculation,  butwethnk 
thing  ti>  dread,  in  the  icsult  of  this  unfortunate  occur- i  that  there  never  will  be  a  safer  period  of  investment 
Tei\ee.       If  llUindi,ii  is   executed,   there  is  nothing  to    Ihan  the  preserit. — Miners'  Journal. 
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From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
PROCEEIJINGS  OF  COl'NCII.S. 

Friday  Evening,  Dec.  26lh,  1834. 
SELECT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Price  presented  a  petition  from  tlie  Harmony 
Fire  Comp.any  asking  ])ermission  to  erect  a  house  for 
their  engine,  on  the  lot  ofgn^nml  on  Filth  near  Cliest- 
nut  street,  from  which  they  were  removed  by  Stephen 
Girard,  in  182;7-  Mr.  Fraley,  in  Commini  Council, 
presented  a  petition  of  a  similar  import.  Keferred  to 
committee  on  Fire  companies. 

Mr.  'Weiherill  from  tlie  watering  committee,  made 
the  annexed  repori,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
To  the  Select  and  Common  f'oundls  of  the  Lily  of  Phila- 
delpliia. 
Gentlemen — The  Watering  Committee  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  Councils,  instructing  thrm  to  state 
what  will  be  the  probable  consequences  to  the  Water 
Works  at  Fair  Mount,  in  case  a  canal,  to  be  supplied 
with  water  frnm  Fair  Mount  pond,  should  be  made  on 
the  west  side  of  Schuylkill,  beg  leave  to  report,  that 
the  agreement  which  has  been  entered  into  between 
the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  and  the  City,  ren- 
ders it  very  essential  that  no  otiitr  company  should 
have  a  control  over  any  of  the  water  which  shall  be 
taken  out  of  said  Fair  .Mount  pond;  for  in  case  the  city 
should  deem  it  necessary  to  pump  as  much  water  for 
the  supply  of  the  City  and  Districts  as  will  be  within 
their  agreement,  the  evaporation  and  leakage  from  ihe 
contemplated  canal  would  no  doubt  reduce  the  water 
so  low,  as  to  give  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company 
the  right  to  shut  the  gates  of  the  works  at  Fair  Mount, 
as  per  agreement,  which  is  as  follows; 

"And  it  is  also  further  agreed  by  the  parties  to  these 
presents,  that  should  it  at  any  time  happen  that  the  wa- 
ters should  be  drawn  off  below  the  top  or  surface  of 
the  dam,  it  shall  be  lawtul  for  the  said  president,  mana- 
gers, and  company,  to  fasten  up  tlie  gates  or  openings 
used  by  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  to  draw  off  the  water  and  keep  the  same 
fastened,  until  the  water  shall  be  raised  as  high  as  the 
top  or  surface  of  the  dam." 

Should  the  conditions  of  this  section  of  the  contract 
with  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  be  put  in  force, 
there  will  be  a  difficulty  to  ascertain  by  whom  the  wa- 
ter is  consumed,  and  the  city  alone  would  suffer  all  the 
injuries  that  wnuld  result. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  should  the 
contemplated  canal  be  constructed,  that  there  is  not  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  water  in  dry  seasons  lor  the  ope- 
ration of  the  works  at  Fair  Mount,  the  Schuylkill  Na- 
vigation Company  and  the  canal  in  question— this  opi. 
nion  has  been  formed  from  a  careful  investigation  of  the 
subjects,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  statement  of 
facts. 

In  the  year  1822,  when  the  water  power  works  first 
started,  only  1,600,000  gallons  of  water  vere  required 
daily;  while  in  the  present  year  the  coo'-umption  has 
increased  to  3,500,000  gallons,  during  the  months  of 
July  and  August  last,  for  many  days  5,U00,000  gallons 
were  consunied,  and  on  the  9th  and  lllh  of  Juiy,when 
the  reservoir  was  guaged,  it  had  increased  during  the 
daytime  to  7,000,000.  This  excess  of  the  use  of  water 
over  lormer  years,  induced  our  superintendent  to  keep 
an  account  of  the  time  the  wheels  worked,  and  which 
was  found  to  exceed  \7  hours  in  24;  as  the  tide  im- 
peded the  working  of  the  wheels  5  hours,  it  only  left 
two  hours  excess  of  time  each  day,  for  packing  the 
pumps  and  keeping  the  machinery  in  working  order; 
and  had  any  ace  dent  occurred  to  either  wheel  during 
that  period,  the  works  at  Fair  Mount  would  have 
been  mcompetent  to  supply  the  cty  and  districts  wilh 
water. 

If  a  similar  drought  should  occur  during  the  next 


summer,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  but  that  the  six 
wheels  and  pumps  now  ready  for  wojk,  will  drain  Fair 
Mount  |)ond  below  the  top  line  of  the  dam;  and  it  must 
be  obvious  that  as  the  water  is  lowered  in  the  dam,  the 
power  is  nduced:  by  observation,  the  gates  which  now 
open  8  inches,  to  give  a  supply  of  wati-r  to  the  wheels, 
were  during  the  drought  frequently  npeni  d  12  inches 
—  consequently,  at  a  time  when  water  is  most  wanted 
in  the  city  and  districts,(to  which  a  supply  lor  Kensing- 
ton must  he  added')  ihe  water  power  at  Fair  Mount  will 
be  least  adequate  to  supply  it. 

Under   such    circumstances,   the   committee  are    of 

iinion   that    nothing  shnuld   be    risked;   particularly 

hen  it   is   known,  that  for  several    weeks  during  the 

last  summer    the  dam   was  diy  nearly  800  ft et  across; 

time  when  the   consumption   ot  water  for  the  pre- 

ion  of  Cholera  and  other  epidemics  in  the  city  and 

districts,  had  nearly  exceeded  our  means. 

If  no  more  water  should  ever  be  wanted  hereafter, 
than  was  supplied  to  the  city  and  districts  in  July  last, 
something  might  be  risk.d  to  gi\e  a  supp'y  to  the  pro- 
posed canal — but  when  it  is  obvious  that  the  consump- 
tion of  water  in  the  ciiy  and  districts  will  become  great- 
er  in  ratio  with  the  increase  of  improvements  and  po- 
pulation, nothing  should  be  left  to  h.izard.  And  under 
any  calcul.ition  your  committee  can  make,  they  are  of 
opinion,  that  before  the  expiration  of  the  next  ten 
years,  an  arrani>ement  will  have  to  be  made  for  an  aux- 
iliary water  works,  to  be  erected  at  Flat  Kock. 

In  1822,  the  necessary  quantity  of  water  as  before 
mentioned,  required  dailv  to  supply  the  city,  was 
1,600,000  gallons. 

In  1833  it  required  3,500,000  lo  supply  the  city  and 
districts,  wliich  in  ten  years  hence  no  doubt  will  be  in- 
creased to  7,000,000  gallons  daily,  and  in  the  summer 
it  will  probably  amount  to  10,000,000,  when  either 
quantity  will  be  more  than  can  be  raised  at  Fair  Mount 
in  times  of  drought. 

In  1822 — the  number  of  water  takers  in  the  city 
amounted  only  to  4,758, — in  1834 — the  number  in  the 
city  and  districts  has  increased  to  13,584, — in  1822 — 
there  were  but  280  fire  plugs  in  the  city, — in  1834 — 
they  have  increased  in  the  city  and  districts  to  800, — 
in  1822,  about  35  ir.iles  of  small  calibre  wooden,  with 
a  few  iron  pipes,  supplied  the  city  with  water, — in 
1834  upwards  ol  78  miles  of  iron  pipe  of  large  calibre 
have  been  laid  in  the  city  and  districts. 

The  committee  flutter  ihemseKes  that  the  increased 
consumption  of  water,  and  the  extent  of  its  distribution 
since  1822,  will  sufficiently  show  that  the  present 
works  cannot  be  relied  upon  much  longer;  unless  the 
dam  at  Fair  Mount  shall  be  raised,  or  some  other  means 
devised,  whereby  the  power  of  those  works  may  be 
increased  lo  meet  the  demands  upon  it. 

As  the  resolution  of  Council  does  not  require  an 
opinion  from  the  Watering  Committee  on  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  proposed  canal,  Ihe  committee  will 
satisfy  themselves  by  merely  mentioning  that  if  the  ca- 
nal and  docks  reaching  from  it  to  the  river  (which  are 
designed  to  be  12  feet  above  low  water)  are  permitted 
to  be  extended  along  the  whole  river  front,  the  leak- 
age between  the  wharf  timbers  and  heads  of  ihe  docks 
will  be  more  than  is  ample  to  supply  all  the  locks  at 
Fair  Mount,  when  the  trade  sh:.ll  be  so  much  increased 
as  to  keep  them  in  cons'ant  action. 

Under  every  view  of  this  important  question,  the 
commvilee  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  proposed 
canal,  if  carried  into  effect, will  increase  the  scarcity  of 
water  at  Fair  Mount,  and  under  existing  agreements 
between  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  and  the 
City,  be  the  means  of  stopping  the  works  altogether^ 
By  order  of  the  Watering  Committee. 

JOHN  P.  WKTHEKILL,   Chairman. 
Attest, 
Sam-  a.   Rrsn,  R.-gister. 
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Mr.  Price.from  the  committee  on  Schuylkill  wharves 
made  the  following'  report,  the  resolutions  attached  to 
which  were  adopted: 

■|'he  committee  on  Schuylkill  wharves  request  leave 
to  report — I  hat  the  lease  for  Sassafras  landrjig  having 
expirtd,  the  property  has  been  given  up  to  ihe  city, 
and  an  application  has  been  received  Irom  Thomas 
Clyde  to  obtain  a  lease  theieon,  at  the  sitme  rent  here- 
tofore received,  and  your  committee  would  recommend 
its  acceptance;  they  therefore  piopose  the  lollowing 
resolution. 

That  the  City  Commissioners  be  and  they  are  herebv 
authorised  to  execute  a  lease  to  I  homas  Clyde,for  Sas- 
safras landing  on  the  Schuylkill,  to  expire  on  the  first 
of  April,  1837,  at  an  aniiualrcnt  of  g20U,  puyable  quar- 
terly. 

1  he  committee  would  further  report,  that  in  the  ne- 
cessary care  and  attention  they  have  given  to  the  pro- 
perty of  the  city,  near  the  Schuylkill,  they  have  been 
convinced  that  a  decided  advantage  would  be  gained, 
if  the  committee  were  authorised  to  permit  the  City 
Commissioners  to  grant  leases  on  the  wharves  and  real 
estate,  under  the  care  of  ihe  committee,  f(ir  a  term, 
not  exceedmg  the  1st  April,  1838,  and  the  folloviing 
resolution  is  offired: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Schuylkill  wharves, 
be  and  tliey  are  hereby  authorised  to  receive  proposals 
for  such  of  the  wharves  on  th J  Schujlkill,  and  such  of 
the  real  estate,  belonging  to  the  city,  on  the  east  and 
west  of  said  nver,  near  thereunto,  as  may  be  deemed 
expedient,  by  the  committee,  fur  a  term  not  exceeding 
tlie  1st  of  April,  1838;  and  that  the  City  Comri  issioners 
are  directed  to  execute  such  leases,  as  may  be  author 
ised  by  said  committte.  I'rovided,  that  previous  to 
making  any  lease  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  advertise  for  proposals. 

RICH'D  PKICE,  Chairman. 

DENNIS    .Vl'CKEUY, 

JOHN   GILDER, 

THUMAS   EAKl'. 

In  Common  Council  the  first  resolution  was  negalived, 
and  the  second  adupttd. 

Mr.  Price  called  up  for  consideration  the  ordinance 
relating  to  an  mcrcase  in  the  salaries  of  certain  cit)  of 
ficers,  as  published  in  our  last  report.  The  bill  was 
read  three  times  and  passed.  In  Common  Council,  af- 
ter tlie  first  reading,  the  bill  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Lippincotl  uttered  a  resolution  requesting  tlie 
President  of  Councils  to  forward  to  the  legislature, 
copies  of  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Girard 
Estates   and  the  leport  of  the  building  committee  and 

architect  of  Girjrd  College,    which  was  agreed  to. 

Common  Council  concur:  ed. 

.Mr.  Price,  in  his  place,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
reaj  an  orduiance  providingfor  the  repeal  of  the  ordi- 
nances for  Sanitary  piu-poses,  enacted  in  1832,  and  au- 
thorizing the  Major   to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Citv 


Treasurer,  for  such  cla 


for 


January  purposes, 
on  the  lable. 


have  not  been  liquidated.     Laid 

COMMON  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chandler  presented  a  petition  from  Ji.mes  Bar- 
ber, one  of  the  ciiy  watch,  wlio  was  seriously  injured 
on  the  night  of  the  Ward  Election,  in  a  scuffle  wiih  a 
gans  of  ruffians,  by  w  hich  two  of  his  ribs  were  broken, 
praying  lor  j-elief  as  an  equivalent  tor  his  loss  of  time 
while  prevented  from  attending  to  his  duties  Mr- 
Lewis,  in  Select  Council,  presented  an  application  of 
a  like  nature.  Referred  to  committee  on  hghiing  and 
watching. 

Dr.  Huston,  from  the  committee  on  lighting  and 
watching,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  a  re-organization 
of  the  police  system,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for  car- 
rying the  same  into  effect.     The  report  is  as  follows: 

The  committee  on  lighting  and  watching,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  resolution  of  Councils  instructing  them  to 


inquire  into  the  present  mode  of  watcliing  the  city,  of- 
fer the  following  Report: 

The  present  pol  ce  force  of  the  ciiy,  exclusive  of 
the  Mayor,  Recorder,  and  four  high  Constables,  con- 
sists of  one  captain,  four  lieutenants,  and  twelve  In- 
spectors of  police;  twenty  eight  day  policemen,  four  of 
whom  are  attached  to  the  Mayor's  i  ffice,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  watchmen. 

Of  this  number,  forty,  viz:  tv\elve  Inspectors  and 
twenty  eight  policemen,  hy  the  existing  or<!inance  on 
the  subject,  are  assigned  to  the  performanee  of  day 
duty;  while  but  one  hundred  and  twenty  watchmen, 
are  charged  with  the  care  of  the  city  during  the  night. 
Or  in  other  words,  one  fourth  of  the  effective  force  of 
the  present  police,  aie  employed  during  the  day,  and 
three  fourths  during  the  night.  This  is  exclusive  of  the 
captain  and  lieutenants,  whose  functions  are  proper  to 
both. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  experience  of 
the  past  year,  during  which  this  system  has  been  in 
operation,  has  not  shewn  that  any  advantage  was  de- 
rived from  the  employment  of  so  many  officers  during 
the  day,  while-  the  expense  of  the  city  has  been  largely 
increased  by  it. 

Connected  with  this  plan,  we  have  also  a  number  of 
Section  Houses,  as  pl.ces  of  rendezvous  for  those  offi- 
cers, .It  a  heavy  annual  cost. 

The  committee  therefore  propose  that  the  Section 
Houses  be  di-pensed  with;  and  that  the  twenty  four  day 
policemen,  who  are  assigned  to  the  care  of  the  sections, 
be  discontinued,  and  tliat  hereafter,  the  supervision  of 
tiiose  sections  shall  devolve  on  the  Inspectors,  TI.ey 
also  recommend  that  the  four  policemen  attached  to 
the  M.iyor's  office  be  discontinued  and  their  duties  be 
discharged  by  the  High  Constables,  as  formerly. 

If  the  plan  now  proposed  shall  be  adopted  by  Coun- 
cils, it  will  reduce  the  amount  of  salaries  nine  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  besides  saving  the  expense  of  the 
section  houses;  thus  making  a  yearly  reduction  of  the 
expense  of  the  city,  in  the  police  department,  of  more 
than  ten  thousand  dollars. 

In  conformity  with  these  views,  the  commttee  have 
prepared  the  accompanying  ordinance,  which  they  sub- 
mit as  a  part  of  this  report. 

K.    M.    HUSTON, 
JOHN  p.  WETHERUL, 
J(JS.  LIPPINCOTr, 
JAMES    UOWLANl), 
B.    H.   YARNALL, 
MANUEL  EYRE 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  26,  1834. 

The  ordinance  was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Dunhip  in  the  chair,  and  after  various 
amendmems,  agreed  to,  and  reported  to  Council.  The 
bill  was  then  re.id  a  third  tme  and  adopted.  In  Select 
Council  the  subject  was  postponed  until  the  next  meet- 
ing. 

Mr.  Gilder,  from  the  buildirg  committee  of  the  Gi- 
rard  College,  presented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  committee  during  the  past  year,  ac- 
companied with  a  statement  froin  'I  homas  U.  Walter, 
architect, detailing  the  present  situation  of  the  College. 
Ordered  to  be  printed.  These  reports  will  be  noticed 
herealter. 

On  motion  of  Mr-  Chandler,  it  was  resolved,  'hat  so 
mucli  of  the  report  of  the  building  con  m  ttee  of  Girard 
College,  as  recommends  an  appropriation  of  §8,5.0, 
for  repairs  upon  the  College  farm,  be  referred  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  Gir^rd  Estates— Select  Council 
concurred. 

Dr.  Huston,  from  the  committee  on  lightihg  and 
watcliing,  made  the  annexed  report  on  the  subject  of 
lighting  the  city  with  gas,  accompanied  with  an  ordi- 
nance for  that  purpose,  which  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed lor  the  use  of  the  members. 

The  committee  on  lighting  and  watching,  to  whcm 
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was  i-efcrred  the  item  of  iinflnished  business  in  relation 
to  Ilghtinff  the  city   with  i,';is,    present  the  followiiiij  as 
their  final  repurl  on  that  subject: 
UKPORT. 

The  committee  have  not  been  able,  after  all  their  in- 
quiries and  reflections  on  this  subject,  to  arrive  at  anv 
other  conclusion  than  that  contained  in  the  report  of  all 
former  comm.ttees  that  have  been  charged  by  Councils 
with  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  viz:  That  il  is 
expedient  for  Councils  to  introduce  this  mode  of  lighting 
the  city. 

If  any  thinff  cnuld  be  necessary,  in  addition  to  the 
facts  formerly  reported  to  Councils  on  this  subject,  to 
satisfy  the  minds  of  the  timed  and  sceptical,  abundance 
is  found  in  the  able  report  of  the  agent  lately  returned 
from  Europe.  So  universal  is  the  practice  of  lighting' 
by  gas  becoming  on  the  continent  of  Emope,  but  more 
particularly  in  England  and  Scotland,  that  not  only  are 
the  lar^e  citit s,  but  many  of  the  villages  and  even  some 
ofthe  turnpike  roads,  illuminated  by  this  means.  And 
in  our  country,  ne.arly  all  the  principal  cities  are  pur 
suing  the  same  course. 

Philadelphia,  confessedly  the  best  adapted,  h.aving 
every  passible  advantage  that  nature  and  art  coiild con- 
fer for  the  purpose;  and  owning  too,  all  tlie  materials 
for  its  manufacture — she  who  possessed  every  induce- 
ment to  take  the  lead  in  this  great  modem  improve- 
ment; doubts  and  fears  even  to  follow  her  sister  cities. 

Believing  as  the  committee  do,  that  Councils   cannot 
long  hesitate  on  this  subject,   they  now  present  an  ordi- 
nance for  the  erection  of  Gas  works  to  light  the  city,  to 
be  constructed  on  a  limited  and  economical  plan,   em- 
bracing the  most  modern  improvements  in  the  art. 
R    M.  HUSTON, 
JOS.   LIPPINCOTT, 
JOHN  P.  WE THF.RILL, 
JAMES  ROWLAND, 
B.  H.  YARNALL, 
MANUEL  EYRE. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  C6,  1834. 


which  all  duties  on  Drv  Goods  are  estimated  in  each 
port  of  entry  in  the  United  Slates. 

And,  That  In  accordance  with  the  existing  custom 
of  measurement,  tlie  purchaser  does  not  receive  more 
than  36  inches  to  the  yard,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
in  consequence  of  the  elasticity  of  that  part  of  the 
Goods  to  which  the  measure  is  usually  apt)lied — 

And  because,  it  will  render  it  extremely  difficult  for 
the  retail  vender  of  goods  to  realize  by  his  sales  the 
lengths  for  which  he  has  paid — 

And  because,  it  will  offer  continual  temptations  to 
vary  from  the  honest  practice  of  giving  full  measure — 

And  because,  it  will  be  the  occasion  of  frequent  dis- 
satisfaction on  the  part  of  the  consumers — 

And  because,  it  is  calculated  to  depreciate  the  pre- 
sent high  moral  standard  ofthe  merchants  of  this  com- 
muniiy. 

Resolved,  That  from  our  long  and  intimate  inter- 
course wiih  the  great  interior,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  du- 
ty as  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  to  protect  the  merchants 
of  the  South  and  West,  from  the  effects  of  a  change 
which  we  are  well   persuaded  would  injuriously  affect 
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MEETING  OF  DRY  GOODS  DEALERS. 

At  a  meeting  of  Dry  Goods  Dealers,  held  pursuant 
to  a  call,  at  the  Exchange  on  Tuesday  evening,  30th 
instant,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Moses 
Kempton,  on  whose  m  ilion  Matthew  Newkirk  was 
called  to  the  Chair,  and  Richard  D.  Wood,  and  Abr.  R. 
Perkins,  appointed   Secretaries. 

The  Chair  having  state<l  that  the  object  ofthe  meet- 
ing was  to  take  Into  consideration  an  agreement  of  cer- 
tain Impoi-ters  and  Commission  Merchants  to  alter  the 
present  mode  of  measuring  Dry  Goods. — 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  offered 
by  John  Welsh,  jr.  Richard  Price,  with  some  appro 
priate  remarks,  moved  their  adoption — and  having  been 
seconded  by  Jno.  M.  AtwooJ,  in  a  lucid,  argumenta- 
tive and  serious  address,  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas,  by  an  advertisement  published  in  the  daily 
papers,  it  is  made  known  to  this  meeting  that  a  num- 
bei  of  Importers  and  Commission  Merchants  have 
pledgeil  themselves  to  alter  the  usual  standard  of  meas- 
urinn   Dry  Goods: — 

And  whereas,  the  adoption  of  the  plan  they  recom- 
mend in  lieu  of  the  present  long  established  custom, 
both  of  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  a  usage  valua. 
ble  alike  for  its  uniformity  and  justice —  would  be  de- 
trimenial  to  the  best  interests  ofthe  community. 

Therefore  be  it  resolved,  That  we  entirely  disapprove 
of  the  proposed  c!*ange  in  the  established  custom  of 
measurement. 

Because,  it  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  custom 
which  at  this  time  is  acknowledged  by  the  national  go- 
vernment, and  by  the  instrctions  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  dated  Sept.  9,  1828,  is  made  the  rule  by 


their  interests,  and  meet  then-  most   decided  dii 
bation. 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  of  great  importance  to  all 
dealers  that  there  should  be  a  national  standard,  and 
principle  of  measure,  to  prevail  throughout  the  United 
Slates. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  twelve  be  appointed 
lo  w  ait  on  the  importers  and  commission  merchants  who 
have  entered  into  an  agreement  to  introduce  the  new 
mode  of  measurement  to  express  our  objections  to  the 
attitude  they  have  assumed,  and  respectfully  to  request 
them  to  abandon  or  postpone  their  project — and  also 
to  confer  with  them  for  the  purpose  of  producing  a 
joint  memorl.al  to  Congress  to  pass  such  acts  as  will  se- 
cure an  uniform  standard  of  measure,  and  the  mode  of 
its  application. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  on  the  part 
of  those  Importers  and  Commission  Merchants,  who 
have  signed  the  pledije;  to  accede  to  the  propositions 
of  this  meeting.  That  the  committee  be  empowered 
to  call  a  meeting  of  the  merchants  in  this  place,  on  Fri- 
day evening  at  7  o'clock,  to  cany  into  effect,  their  de- 
termination to  resist  the  proposed  alteration. 

On  motl'on  of  John  Welsh,  jr. 

Resolved,  Th.at  the  chair  appoint  the  committee  of 
12,  under  the  4th  resolution. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed. 


John  Welsh,  jr. 
John  M.  Atwood, 
Richard  Price, 
James  Fassitt, 
Isaac  Barton, 
David  Williamson, 


Moses  Kempto 

Alex.  Ferguson, 

Lewis  Brown, 


William  Musgrave, 
George  W.  Edwards. 

On  motion  of  George  W.  Edwards, 

Resolved,   That  the  chairman  and  seci'etaries  of  this 
meeting  be  added  to  the  above  committee. 

On  motion  of  Richard  Price, 

Resolved,  That   the   chairman    of  this  meeting,   be 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  12. 

On  motion  of  George  W.  Edwards, 

Resolved,   That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
published  in  all  the  daily  p;iperi  of  this  city. 

On  motion  adjourned 

MATIHEW  NEWKIRK,  Chairman. 

Richard  D.  Wood,  ^secretaries 

Abraham  R.  Perkins,      ^'''C'etaries. 


I  PENNSYLVANIA    AND   OHIO    CANALS. 

Extract  from  the  Message  of  Gov.  Lucas,  of  Ohio. 
j  "Viewing  a  communication  between  the  Pennsyl- 
!  vania  and  Ohio  Canals  to  be  a  subject  of  great  interest, 
'  it  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  I  communicate  to  you 
the  intelligence,  that  the  San  ly  and  Beaver  Canal 
,  Company  was  organized  during  the  last   summer,  un- 
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der  the  liberal  provision  of  the  orig'inal  charter,  and 
the  munificent  pfrant  of  the  Legislature  in  an  amenda- 
tory act  of  the  i;>st  session.  §240,000  of  the  stock  has 
been  taken,  and  five  sections,  on  the  Summit;  contain- 
ing two  miles  and  a  half  of  its  length,  wei-e  let  to  con- 
tractors on  the  I9th  of  November  last,  and  the  work 
is  now  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  operation.  By  the 
report  of  two  able  and  experienced  Engineers,  all 
doubts  have  been  removed  from  the  public  mind,  as  to 
the  supply  of  water  on  the  Summit,  and  is  cimclusive 
as  to  the  question  of  an  abundant  supply  of  water  for 
all  the  demands  of  an  e.\tensive  commerce  The  length 
of  the  Sandy  and  Beaver  Canal  is  76  mlle.s,  connecting  : 
the  Ohio  Canal  at  Bolivar  with  the  Ohio  River  and  1 
Pennsylvania  Canal,  near  the  mouth  of  little  Beaver.  1 
It  passes  through  a  rich  and  fc-rtile  part  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  will  form  the  connecting  link  between  the 
Pennsylvania  Canals  and  the  Ohio  Canal. 

Such  a  connection  has  long  been  a  desideratum  to 
the  people  of  the  interior  and  southern  parts  of  Ohio; 
as  it  will  open  to  them  a  new  and  short  route  to  the 
eastern  markets  for  their  abundant  produce,  and  will 
enable  the  Eastern  and  Western  merchants  to  trans- 
port goods  from  the  East  at  a  much  earlier  period  of 
the  spring,  than  by  the  N.  York  Canal. 

This  work,  together  with  the  Mahoning  Canal,  I  have  ] 
always  viewed  with  deep  interest.  I  have  considered 
them  both  closely  connected  with  our  general  canal 
policy  and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  them 
both  embraced  in  that  policy  as  part  of  our  public  Ca-  | 
nals.  The  Sandy  Canal  will  open  the  most  direct  com-  1 
munication  between  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  and  the 
interior  and  southern  pirts  of  the  State,  and  the  .Ma- 
honing Canal  with  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  the  north- 
ern portion  of  the  State  and  the  great  n'lrtliern  Lake. 
These  works,  together  with  the  Mad  River  and  San- 
dusky U.iil  Koaii  (the  work  on  which  it  is  expected 
will  be  commenced  by  the  company  next  spring,)  are  1 
works  that  recommend  ihemielves,  by  their  public  im- 
portance, to  the  peculiar  attention  and  patronage  ofj 
the  General  Assembly." 


I  ascertained  by  inquiry,  that  the  freight,  from  Cin- 
cinnati to  New  Orleans,  would  cost  me  $i  75  per  bbl- 
which  on  three  barrels,  is  $5  25 

Freight  from  New  Orleans  to  Philadelphia,  which 
we  have  paid  frequently  on  the  same  article,  $1  per 
bbl.  $3  00 

Making  ^8  25,  which,  it  will  be  perceived,  does 
not  include  either  commissions  for  forwarding,  dray- 
ages,  and  other  charges  in  New  Orleans,  or  insurance, 
which  altogether  form  no  inconsiderable  addiiional  ex- 
pense. 

Whereas,  these  three  barrels  were  safely  delivered 
in  Philadelphia,  in  22  days,  and  the  whole  cost  of  trans- 
portation, including  every  charge  for  forwarding,  was 
but  $5  91 

The  same  article  has  generally  reached  us  at  from 
60  to  90  diys,  by  way  (if  N.  Orleans,  fur  delays  will 
almost  invariably  occur  by  that  route. 

I  would  remark  that  the  cost  of  transportation  in  both 
instances  is  high  on  the  above,  for  the  amount  being 
so  small,  there  was  no  inducement  t  j  barg.iin  for  the 
same,  besides  the  river  was  very  low,  but  as  these  af- 
fect both  ways  alike,  the  difference  is  still  the  same. 

AccOMMonATioir  Line  of  Stares. — By  reference 
to  our  advertising  columns  it  will  be  observed  that 
Messrs.  .illen  &  Co  have  commenced  running  an  Ac- 
commodation Line  of  Stages  between  this  place  and 
R.-ading,  by  dai/-/is;/it.  Such  enterprise  deserves 
encouragement. — ^Jirwrs'  Journal. 


INSURANCE  DIVIDENOS, 

roil    THE     LAST    SIX    MONTas, 

United  States  Insurance  Company, 

and  an  extra  dividend  of 
Philadelphia  Insurance  Compan}', 
P   (Eiiiz  do. 

Delaware  do. 


6  per  cent. 

6  per  cent. 

3  per  cent. 

4  per  cent. 
3  per  cent. 


CoAi,  TBinK. — While  the  exportation  of  coal  from 
the  eastern  section  of  this  state  is  becoming  a  matter 
of  immense  importance,  the  same  business  is  rapidly  in 
creasing  in  the  western  section  of  the  state.  We  luve 
lately  called  upon  Mr.  George  Ledle,  who  is  largely 
engaged  in  that  business,  who  furnished  the  following 
information:  | 

During  the  week  which  followed  the  rise  of  the  river,  , 
in  the  middle  of  November  last,  there  were  sent  from  ' 
the  landings  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Monongahela 
river,  from  Jones'  ferry  to  Saw  Mill  Run.  about  75 
boats,  carrying  about  245,000  bushels  or  6,187  tons  of 
coal — boats  and  car.goes  valued  at  about  §18,000. 
About  the  same  quantity  passed  down  from  the  coun- 
try alon,g   the  Monongahela,  around  Pittsburgh. 

The  total  value  of  coal  annually  shipped  from  the 
Monongahela,  and  from  the  banks  opposite  Pittsburg, 
maybe  estimated  at  about  §100,000— is  rapidly  in- 
creasing in  amount,  and  must  continue  to  increase,  as 
the  use  of  coal  is  becoming  more  general  below 

Pittsburg.  Gaz. 

From  the  U.  S.  Gazette. 
Being  at  Cincinati,  I  was  desirous  to  send  a  small 
lot  of  freight  (three  barrels)  to  Philulelphla,  and  was 
about  despatching  it  by  the  usual  way,  down  the  river 
to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  round  by  se.i.  Wishing 
to  save  time,  1  thought  that  I  could  do  so  by  way  of 
Pittsburg,  expecting,  however,  that  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation would  be  somewhat  greater.  liuf,  to  my 
surprise  and  gratification,  I  found  that  not  only  wouUl 
time,  but  a  considerable  amount  of  expense,  be  saved, 
by  forwarding  the  articles  to  Piltsbuigh,  thence  by  our 
canal  to  this  place. 


Valuable  Caiigo. — The  canal  boat  Lafayette,  of  the 
Western  Transportation  Line,  arrived  yesterday,  with 
upwards  of  one  million  p'iuiid3  of  merchandize. — Pitts- 
burg Qazeitc,  Dec.  16,  1831. 


Canal  closed.— The  Miltonlan  of  the  20th  Dec. 
says:  "  The  Canal  at  this  place  was  frozen  up  on  the 
night  of  the  14th  inst.  and  the  river  below  this  town 
closed  on  the  evening  following." 


THE   REGISTER. 

PHIL.VDELPHIA,  J.^NUARY  3,   1835. 

On  Sunday  evening  last  commenced  a  considerable 
snjw  storm  which  continued  all  Monday.  The  snow- 
fell  to  the  depth  of  several  inches,  so  as  to  furnish 
pretty  good  sleighing  for  several  days.  The  ground  is 
still  covered  with  snow.  The  storm  seems  to  have 
been  extensive.  The  passengers  by  the  Amboy  rail 
road,  who  left  here  on  Monday  morning,  did  not  reach 
New  York  till  Tuesd.y  about  2  o'clock;  having  been 
compelled  to  remain  in  the  cars  all  night.  At  Wash- 
ington City  the  snow  fell  to  an  unusual  depth.  For  a 
short  time  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware  was  obstruct- 
ed by  floating  ice — it  is  now,  however,  free. 
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MERRICK'S  REPORT  ON  GAS  MANUFACTORIES. 
Report,  upon  an  examination  ofnome  of  the  Gas  Manu- 
factories in  Great  Bril,iin,  France,  and  Belgium, 
under  a  resulation  passed  bi/  the  Select  and  I'omnion 
Council  if  the  Citf/  of  Philadelphia,  January  2d,  1S34, 
authorizing  the  Gw,  CommiKee  to  engage  a  competent 
person  to  proceed  to  Europe  fur  the  purpose  if  examin- 
ing Gas  Works,  with  a  view  of  obluining  the  best 
information  as  to  the  construction  of  works,  t tie  manner 
of  manufacturing  Gas,  and  in  general  make  such 
observations  as  may  be  useful,  in  the  event  of  Councils 
determining  to  adopt  a  plan  for  lighting  the  city  with 
G(K  — Bt"s.  V.  JlEnnicK- 
To  the  Select  and  Common    Councils  of  tl;e  City    of 

FhiUdelpliia. 
Gewtlbmen: — 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  ot  your  body,  passed  on 
the  2d  of  January,  183i,  and  of  instructions  from  the 
Committee  charged  with  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  li.nliting  tlie  ciiy  with  gas,  received  on  the  18th  of 
March  list,  the  undersigned  immediately  embarked  on 
his  destined  m  ss'on,  and  during  the  course  of  the 
passed  summer  has  made  a  careful  examination  into  the 
various  plans  and  processes,  employed  in  manulactur- 
ing  carbureited  hydrogen  gas,  for  private  and  public 
illumination,  now  in  u*e  in  the  principal  eslablishments 
of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  a  cursory  view  of  the  works 
in  Paris,  Bruselsand  Ghent. 

In  conducting  iluse  investigations,  I  have  to  acknow- 
ledge the  friendly  reception  I  met  wiih  fiom  gentlemen 
connected  with  gas  manufactories,  either  as  engineers 
or  managers,  in  most  places  which  came  under  exami- 
nation, to  whose  liberality  I  am  indebted  in  general  for 
opportunities  granted  for  a  free  inspection  of  their 
works,  and  in  many  cisesforthe  entire  confidence  with 
which  their  modes  of  operation  aftd  results  were  com- 
municated. 

The  gas  works  which  I  visited  on  the  continent, 
being  all  of  English  origin,  and  under  English  control, 
I  was  unable  to  obtain  from  them  any  intormation  of 
material  value,  not  already  derived  from  otiglnal 
sources  which  had  been  brought  under  previous  notice. 
In  the  course  of  this  communication,  therefore,  my  ob- 
servations Will  be  confined  to  comparisons  between 
systems  used  in  England  or  Scotland,  believing  that 
the  purposes  of  the  mission  will  be  fully  attained  by 
such  comparisons  as  may  there  be  made. 

In  preparing  this  report,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty, 
upon  reviewing  the  instructions,  rather  to  take  a  gener- 
al view  of  the  arrangements  and  machinery  best  adapt- 
ed  to  the  wants  of  the  city,  and  to  point  oat  the  sysiein 
which  af  pears  most  conducive  to  its  intc-rests,  than  at 
this  late  day  to  enter  into  any  laboured  argument,  to 
prove  the  general"  expediency  of  a  measure,  which 
has  received  the  sanction  of  so  many  years  experi- 
ence. 

Arriving  in  a  country,  the  capital  of  which  consumed 
during  the  past  year,  a  quantity  of  gas,  equivalent  in 
illuminating  power  to  nearly  forty  million  pounds  of 
candles,  which  possesses  within  its  limits  and  populous 
suburbs,  forty-seven  stations  for  making  and  sioring 
gas,  erected  by  twelve  diflTerent  companies,  who  have 
n  their  construction  profitably  invested  an  aggregate 
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capital  of  near  eleven  millions  of  dollars,  and  whose 
arrangements  are  not  now  sufficient  to  supply  the  grow- 
ing demand,  it  appeared  too  late  to  inquire,  whether 
gas  as  a  means  of  illumination,  was  preferable  to  any 
other  substance. 

If  I  add  to  this,  the  universal  testimony  of  the  citizens 
of  that  metropolis,  and  of  hii;h  public  function  aries,  as 
to  tlie  moral  effect  experienced  by  the  facility  of  pro- 
ducing, at  a  moderate  expense,  a  brilliant  light  in  the 
streets  and  narrow  passages,  with  which  that  city 
abounds,  adding  to  the  safety,  comfort,  and  conveni- 
ence of  society,  it  will  not  be  expected  that  much  time 
will  be  occupied  in  demonstrating  vvhat  is  thus  forced 
upon  our  attention. 

If  other  evidence  is  wanting  to  prove  the  considera- 
tion, in  which  this  system  is  held  in  Great  Britain,  1  may 
instance  the  fact,  that  during  five  months  travelling  in 
that  country,  I  scarce  ever  passed  a  town  or  village  to 
which  the  material  was  accessible,  that  was  not  provid- 
ed with  this  indispensable  means  of  obtaining  light,  or 
Was  in  preparation  for  it; — and  so  great  has  been  the 
extension  during  the  past  year,  that  all  the  foundries 
which  came  under  my  notice  were  full  of  contracts  for 
the  delivery  of  pipes  and  retorts. 

As  f.<r  as  I  have  been  enabled  to  collect  the  history  of 
these  sm.all  works,  they  have  generally  been  erected  by 
the  owners  of  real  estate,  as  an  improvement  to  their 
property;  and  when  com|jleted,  leased  tu  any  individu- 
al who  would  keep  tl. em  in  repajr,  and  pay  the  best 
intere-t  on  the  cost. 

Itelieving  as  I  do,  that  the  formidable  objections, 
raised  wlien  this  subject  Caine  undt-r  discussion  during 
the  past  year,  were  entirely  refuted  by  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  who  examined  into  their  truth,  and 
being  confirmed  in  the  opinion  as  to  the  correctness  of 
the  statements  made  by  that  committee,  it  is  sufficient 
to  refer  to  that  document,  in  case  such  evidence  should 
now  be  deemed  requisite.* 

In  considering  the  kind  uf  gas  works  best  suited  to 
the  wantsof  Philadelphia,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take 
a  general  view  of  the  systems  now  practised  in  Great 
Britain,  the  materials  employed  and  the  mode  of  con- 
structing the  apparatus  for  distillation,  giving  a  compa- 
rison of  the  advantages  of  each  plan, 

Asregaids  the  materials  which  may  be  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  gas,  to  the  best  advantage,  enough  has 
been  said  in  the  report  of  the  comm  ttee,  made  to 
Councils  in  March,  1832,  who  carefully  investigated 
this  part  uf  the  subject,  tu  show  how  much  will  be 
gained  by  the  use  of  bituminous  coal,  in  stead  of  the 
more  costly  material  heretofore  partially  adopted  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe; — and  I  deem  it  an  argument  of 
no  small  moment  in  'avour  of  this  mode  of  lighting,  that 
every  material  used  in  the  fabrication  of  gas,  will  be  the 
product  of  Pennsylvania  labour.  The  bituminous  coi.1 
from  which  it  is  to  be  made,  may  be  drawn  from  the 
rich  mines  now  open  in  the  interior  of  this  state;  the 
futl  friim  the  exhaiistless  beds  of  anthracite,  and  the 
lime  for  purifaction,  from  our  own  vicinity; — and  not  a 
lamp  will  shed  its  rays  over  our  streets,  which  has  not 
paid  a  tribute  to  the  internal  improvements  of  the 
st.te. 

If  any  evidence  be  required  in  confirmation  of  their 

"  Sec  Register  Vol.  XIV   page  414. 
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opinion,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  the  use  of  oil 
as  a  material  for  the  production  of  gas,  has  long  since 
been  abandoned  in  both  countries,  and  the  works  used 
for  making  rosin  gas;  even  this  material  has  failed  to 
make  a  ciiccessful  competition  against  the  cheaper 
substance,  having  finally  given  way  after  a  long 
struggle. 

The  rosin  gas  worts  of  Great  Britain,  have  been,  or 
are  about  to  be  converted,  at  a  heavy  expense,  into 
coiil  gas  works,  and  in  New  York  the  company  who 
are  now  erecting  their  works  for  supplying  the  upper 
part  of  the  city,  have  been  compelled  in  part  to 
change  their  plan,  and  adapt  them  to  the  use  of  both 
materials. 

Believing,  therefore,  that  coal  in  great  abundance 
and  of  good  quality,  may  be  had  for  the  supply  of  the 
works,  my  attention  will  be  confined  to  it  as  a  gas 
making  material,  and  to  the  plans  now  in  use  for  its 
manufacture. 

The  coals  used  in  Great  Britain  fnr  this  purpose,  are 
various  in  their  properties  and  values,  but  for  our  pre- 
sent purpose  may  be  divided  into  two  general  classes, 
viz.  the  Cannel  or  the  Parrot  coal  ot  Scotland;  and 
the  soft  or  bituminous  coal,  more  abundant  in  Kjig- 
land. 

The  former  of  these  ranks  the  highest  for  the  pur- 
pose, containing  a  larger  proportion  of  carbon  and  vola- 
tile matters,  with  less  bitumen  than  the  soft  coal;  pro- 
ducing a  gas  highly  charged  with  oleliant  gas,  and  pos- 
sessing an  illuniin'uting  power  superior  to  any  other 
known  in  the  kingdom. 

This  material  is  in  use  in  Manchester,  Stockport,  and 
some  other  towns  in  England,  and  almost  universally  in 
Scotland,  yielding  gas,  having  a  specific  gravity 
varying  from  550  to  650,  being  nearly  equal  to  rosin 
gas. 

The  coke  from  this  coal  is  of  but  little  value  in  com- 
parison with  that  produced  from  the  soft  coal,  being  of 
less  bulk  than  the  material  from  which  it  is  made,  and 
furnishing  but  a  small  quantity  for  sale,  after  deducting 
that  required  for  fuel  to  heat  the  retorts. 

From  this  material,  therefore,  but  little  profit  is  de- 
rived from  any  product  except  the  gas;  but  the  supe- 
rior quality  of  that  gas,  in  connection  with  the  low  price 
of  the  material,  warrants  its  use  in  those  works  which 
have  adopted  it,  and  the  proprietors  have  been  com- 
pelled to  pay  undivided  attention  to  increase  the 
quantity  of  gas,  without  reference  to  profit  from  the 
residuums. 

As  in  America  there  is  no  co.il  yet  discovered  be.iring 
any  resemblance  to  this  material,  it  would  be  useless  to 
dwell  here  upon  the  systems  used  in  its  carbonization, 
except  as  showing  the  experience  of  several  works, 
having  used  preci^ely  the  same  material,  on  different 
systems,  and  in  apparatus  varying  in  construction  from 
each  other,  but  bearing  a  comp.irison  with  those  used 
for  the  carbonization  of  the  fat  or  soft  coals. 

I  shall  advert,  therefore,  to  the  Cannel  coal  works, 
after  treating  of  the  plans  adopted  in  England  for  the 
carbonization  of  the  soft  coal,  among  which  the  New- 
castle, yielding  about  thirty  five  per  cent,  of  volatile 
matters,  seems  to  stand  pre-eminent  in  reputation,  pro- 
ducing in  the  usual  mode  of  operating,  from  ten  to 
twelve  thousand  feet  of  gas  per  chaldron.  Specific 
gravitv,  from  4.10  to  4.30. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark,  that  although  the 
specific  gravity  of  gas  will  not  give  precisely  its  value  or 
power  of  illumination,  still,  as  a  general  rule,  the  .ap- 
proximation is  so  near,  that  I  adopt  it  as  an  indicator  of 
the  value  of  the  gas,  for  want  of  a  more  accurate  stand- 
ard, which  may  be  refeired  to  in  general  terms. 

The  various  proportions  in  which  the  component 
parts  are  found  incorporated  in  the  bituminous  coals  of 
Great  Britain,  yielding  gas  of  diflTerent  qualities,  and 
more  or  less  in  quantity,  and  much  to  the  difficulty  of 
comparing  the  seieral  ss stems  of  working  with  each 
other.     The  results  of  ail  comparisons  must  therefore 


be  mere  approximations,  except  where  coal  from  the 
same  mines  aflTords  the  basis. 

To  seek,  therefore,  a  series  of  works,  in  which  the 
same  coals  were  used,  appeared  to  me  essential  fordefi- 
nite  purposes,  while  I  continued  to  confirm  my  resulls- 
by  obsei-vations  elsewhere. 

The  coal  I  found  in  most  gene7al  nse,  was  that  alrea- 
dy alluded  to,  from  Newcastle  on  Tyne,  being  prefer- 
red in  London,  and  on  the  eastern  and  south  coast  of 
England,  to  any  other  within  reach;  and  as  some  of 
these  works  varied  in  their  modes  of  distillation,  it  be- 
came, for  all  practical  purposes,  a  standard  material  by 
which  to  compare  the  respective  operations  of  each, 
diminishing  the  difficulty  of  selecting  a  plan  best  adapt- 
ed to  our  purpose. 

The  system  upon  which  gas  is  to  be  made,  at  the 
least  cost,  first  claims  our  attention,  and  resolves  itself 
into  three  points. 

1.  The  expense  of  fuel  and  material  for  carboniza- 
tion. 

2.  The  expense,  in  wear  and  tear  of  apparatus. 

3.  The  labour  attendant  upon  its  manufacture. 
This  is  a  subject  on  which  much  diversity  of  opinion 

exists  among  gas  engineers; — the  plan  of  relort,  the  du- 
ration of  the  charge,  and  the  temperature  at  which  the 
process  of  carboniz.ation  is  to  be  conducted  with  best 
advantage,  are  points  of  controversy  among  them  at  this 
day. 

To  describe  all  the  plms  would  be  quite  useless.  I 
shall  therefore  confine  all  observations  to  those  which 
appear  most  deserving  of  merit,  and  necessary  to  our 
present  purpose. 

The  first  plan  claiming  attention  is  the  oven  of  Mr. 
King,  with  which  we  are  familiar  at  the  coal  gas  works 
of  America.  The  dimension  beiug  five  and  a  half  feet 
wide  by  six  feet  long,  eighteen  inches  high  at  the  crown 
of  the  arch,  and  twelve   inches  at  the  spring,  carboniz- 


ing 


about  ten  bushels  of  coal   at  a  heat,  or  a  ton 


eniy-four  hours. 

These  ovens  are  made  of  thick  boiler  iron,  firmly 
rivetted  together,  with  the  bottom  of  the  same  material, 
set  in  an  arch  of  brick  work,  heated  by  one  fire,  the 
bottom  being  sliielded  with  fire  tiles,  to  protect  it  from 
the  direct  action  of  the  flame,  with  longitudinal  flues 
under  it;  the  draft,  passing  over  the  top  of  the  oven, 
makes  its  exit  in  the  crown  ncarthe  front.  Some  ovens 
of  this  description  are  in  use  in  Liverpool,  with  cast  iron 
bottoms,  but  their  value  has  not  been  determined  on  by 
practice.  This  plan  of  carbonization  I  found  nowhere 
in  extensive  use,  except  at  the  Liverpool  works,  con- 
structed by  the  inventor. 

Of  the  cast  iron  retort,  there  are  many  modifications, 
varying  in  dimension  and  shape  with  the  caprice  of  the 
constructor,  and  in  many  cases  without  any  definite 
idea  of  the  principle  to  be  aimed  at. 

They  may  be  divided  into  three  general  classes: 

1st.  The  circular  retort,  from  twelve  to  twenty 
inches  in  diameter,  and  from  six  to  nine  feet  in  length. 
Thisrelort  is  used  in  Manchester,  and  same  other  places, 
in  general  for  the  distillation  of  Cannel,  or  Scotch 
Parrot  coal.  It  answers  for  the  distillation  of  a  coal 
which  retains  its  form  in  lumps,  and  is  advantageous 
only  from  the  facility  with  which  its  position  i*  chang- 
ed, when  partially  destroyed  by  the  action  of  fire  on  the 
under  side. 

2d.  The  small  or  London  D  retort,  so  called,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  having  first  been  used  by  the  chartered 
company  in  London,  bfiing  still  in  use  at  their  works, 
and  recommended  by  their  engineer.  This  retort  i> 
twelve  inches  broad  on  the  base,  eleven  inches  high, 
and  seven  feet  long,  carbonizing  one  and  a  half  to  two 
bushels  at  a  charge. 

3d.  The  York  D  retort,  (so  called,  in  consequence 
of  its  having  been  introduced  by  Mr.  Outhit,  of  York,) 
and  the  modifications  of  it,  among  which  I  should  in- 
clude the  elliptic  retort,  as  having  the  same  gener»l 
purpose  in  view.    The  difference  between  the  London 
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and  York  D  retorts,  consists   only  in  »n   extension   of 
surface  upon  which  the  co.al  is  spread,  the  latter  varying; 
from  eighteen  to  thirty  inches  in  witltli,   and  about  ti 
same  dimensions  in  lenL;th  and  height. 

These  cast-iron  retorts  are  set  in  benches  of  from  two 
tonine  in  a  set,  usually  enclosed  in  an  arch  of  brick 
work,  healed  with  one  or  two  fires,  arranged  with 
shielding  tiles,  so  as  to  prevent  a  direct  action  of  the 
flame  upon  the  metal.  Some  with  ascending,  some 
with  descending  flues. 

To  describe  the  particular  mode   of  setting  on  each 
plan,  would  require  drawings  in  detail;  a  labour  en 
iy  nncallcd  for,  as  the  proper  plans  will  be  prepared  of 
the  arrangement  deemed  must  effectual. 

In  addition  to  these,  I  have  found  reports,  or  ovens, 
composed  of  fire  brick,  built  in  form,  or  of  clay  mould- 
ed to  the  shape  in  the  arch  constructed  to  receive 
it,  varying  in  dimensinn  and  shape  from  two  to  four 
or  five  feet  in  width,  which  Aill  be  treated  of  in  the 
sequel. 

The  plan  of  retort,  and  the  system  of  working  to  pro- 
duce the  greatest  quantity  of  gas,  of  the  best  quality, 
Is  at  present  a  subject  of  controversy  among  engineers; 
and  to  form  a  just  opinion,  requires  a  careful  compari- 
son of  the  operations  of  each. 

As  the  whole  economy  of  gas  making  depends  upon 
the  expense  of  carbonization,  it  was  an  object  of  much 
solicitude  to  obtain  from  the  books  at  the  respective 
works,  such  statements  of  their  daily  operations,  as 
would  enable  me  to  form  a  connect  estimate  of  their 
advantages,  rejecting  mere  theoretic  opinions  and 
verbal  statements,  if  unaccompanied  by  satisfactory 
testimony. 

In  giving  the  general  result  of  these  examinations,  it 
will  nut  be  requisite  to  record  the  names  of  the  «oiks, 
as  such  a  public:ition  would  be  a  betrayal  of  confidence, 
highly  unjustifiable. 

These  statements  have  been  generally  obtained  for  a 
short  period  of  time,  to  avoid  multiphcity  of  figures; 
but  h.ave  been  compared  with  the  workings  for  much 
longer  periods,  often  six  and  twelvemonths:  the  results 
may,  1  think,  be  received  with  confidence. 

The  following  have  been  taken  as  the  elements  of 
comparison: 

1st.  The  quantity  of  coal  used  for  carbonization  and 
fuel. 

2d.  The  product  of  coke  in  weight. 

3d.   The  product  of  gas,  and  qu.ality. 

By  deducting  the  second  from  the  first,  we  shall  have 
the  nett  amount  of  material  consumed  to  produce  the 
third  element,  or  product  of  gas,  in  cubic  feet,  its  quali- 
ty being  considered  generally. 

This  mode  of  comparison  has  been  preferred  to  the 
more  usual  estimate  of  asceriaining  the  proportion  of 
fuel  used,  to  the  coal  carbonized;  because  the  latter 
method  is  liable  to  error,  as  the  quantity  and  quality  of 
the  gas  is  improved  by  adding  to  the  temperature  at 
which  the  distillation  is  carried  on,  and  consequently 
increasing  the  amount  of  fuel  burnt. 

In  this  comparative  view,  all  residuums,  save  the  coke, 
are  rejected;  not  because  they  are  worthless,  but  on 
account  of  the  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  correct 
statement  of  the  quantity  made,  and  variation  in  value 
of  the  other  residual  matters. 

The  vast  quantity  of  tarand  ammoniacal  liquor,  made 
in  Great  Britain,  has  rendered  them  so  far  unsaleable, 
that  the  latter  is  often  evaporated  under  the  retorts  or 
flues,  and  the  former  accounted  of  more  value,  as  a 
fuel  for  heating  retorts,  than  as  a  marketable  product. 
Such  residual  matters,  therefore,  in  a  comparative  state- 
ment, do  not  constitute  an  item  of  sufficient  importance 
to  affect  the  result  in  an  appreciable  degree,  though 
some  difference  must  exist  in  the  quantity  of  tar  made, 
when  very  high  degrees  of  heat  are  used  in  the  carbon- 
izing process. 

The  system  of  carbonization  which  has  longest  ob- 
tained, and  which  at  the  present  day  is  in  most  general 


use,  is  to  fill  the  retorts  with  coal,  leaving  space  for  the 
increased  bulk  of  the  coke,  and  for  the  insertion  of  tools 
for  its  removal,  carbonizing  with  a  moderate  heat,  and 
allowing  tlie  charge  to  remain  exposed  to  the  action  of 
the  fire  for  six  or  eight  hours. 

The  opposite  to  this,  is  to  charge  the  retorts  with  less 
coal,  or  a  thinner  strata,  and  to  increase  the  tempera- 
ture, so  as  to  work  off  all  the  g:is  contained  in  the  charge 
in  three,  or  at  most,  four  hours. 

By  the  first  mode  of  operating,  less  fuel  is  required 
to  caibonize  the  same  weight  of  coal,  and  the  retorts 
being  subjected  to  more  moderate  heat,  will  remain  fit 
lor  service  a  longer  perio<I  of  time.  It  is  thcrefoie 
contended  by  its  advocates,  tliat  the  saving  of  fuel 
and  saving  in  retorts,  moie  than  compensates  for 
any  advantages  to  be  obtained  by  the  short  charge 
system. 

The  opposite  doctrine  is  not  new,  having  been  held 
and  practised  in  the  eaily  stages  of  the  art,  under  many 
practical  disadvantages;'  but  the  more  easy  operations 
on  the  long  charge  system,  have  been  practised 
in  a  majority  of  the  works  using  the  bituminous  or  soft 

The  attention  of  several  skilful  engineers  has  of  late 
been  directed  to  an  improvement  in  the  quality,  and 
increase  in  quantitj',  of  gas  produced,  which  they  have 
efl^ected,  in  a  material  degree,  by  operating  with  high 
temperatures  and  a  thin  strata  of  coal. 

Their  pructice  has  been  founded  upon  the  following 


ory: 


That  the  first  products  from  the  distillation  of  coal, 
after  the  water  hasbeen  evaporated,  contains  the  great- 
est quantity  of  defiant  gas,  and  consequently  has  the 
highest  illuminating  power. 

That  if  this  gas  be  evolved  at  a  high  temperature,  it 
carries  with  it,  in  combination,  a  portion  of  carbon, 
which,  at  a  low  temperature,  would  not  be  disengaged 
as  gas,  but  would  pass  over  as  tar. 

That,  as  the  process  advances,  the  proportion  of  car- 
bon evolved  diminishes;  while  the  proportion  of  sulphur 
increases. 

1  hat  after  the  first  two  hours,  the  quantity  of 
gas  and  its  specific  gravity  diminishes  in  a  rapid 
grade. 

To  test  the  accuracy  of  this  theory,  certatn  experi- 
ments were  instituted,'intended  to  ascertain  the  quan- 
tity and  quality  of  the  gas  evolved  during  different 
periods  of  its  distillatio;i,  varying  the  quantity  charged 
at  each  time,  the  temperature  at  which  it  was  carbon- 
iaed,  and  the  duration  of  the  process,  so  as  to  embrace 
a  fjir  comparison  of  the  two  modes  of  working. 

The  first  experiment  was  made  with  two  York  D  re- 
torts, twenty-two  inches  broad  by  seven  feet  long, 
charged  with  two  hundred  pounds  each  of  Lambton's 
Primrose  (New  Cas'.le)  coal,  heat  kept  up  to  a  fair  red, 
and  continued  for  nine  hours.  The  result  was,  that 
the  production  of  gas,  from  four  hundred  pounds  of 
coal,  (five  bushels)  amounted  to  sixteen  hundred  and 
twenty  feet,  or  less  than  eleven  thousand  feet  per  chal- 
dron ;  that  four-fifths  of  this  quantity  wasevolvcd  during 
the  first  six  hours,  and  more  than  half  evolved  during 
the  first  four  hours.     Specific  gravity  4.5. 

The  next  experiment,  made  with  the  same  retorts, 
heated  to  a  higher  temperature,  charged  with  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds  each,  and  worked  oflTin  six 
hours.  The  gas  produced  from  this  charge  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  pounds,  was  seventeen  hundred  and 
fifty  feet,  or  in  the  ratio  of  eighteen  thousand  feet  of 
gas  per  chaldron:  six  sevenths  of  the  whole  product 
being  evolved  in  four  hours.     Specific  gravity  5.18. 

The  charge  being  then  reduced  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds  to  each  retort,  or  two  hundred  and  for- 
ty pounds  total,  was  worked  off  in  five  and  a  half  hours, 
producing  the  same  ratio  of  gas  to  tlie  chaldron  — 
Eleven-twelfths  of  the  whole  product  being  evolved  in 
four  hours;  the  product  in  gas,  evolved  after  the  four 
hours,  not  being  worth  the  fuel  taken  to  produce  it. 
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By  carefully  repeating  these  experiments,  and  takinfc 
the  specific  gravity  at  various  stag^es  ot  the  process,  it 
was  tound  to  decrease  in  each  successive  half  hour,  as 
the  work  progressed,  alter  the  second  or  third  trial; 
while  the  result,  as  respected  quantity,  proved  equally 
in  favour  of  the  sliort  charge  system. 

The  result  of  these  experimenis  clearly  establishes 
the  fact,  that  tlie  greatest  quantity  of  gas,  and  the  best 
in  quality,  may  be  produced  by  working  a  diminished 
quantity  of  coal  in  the  recipient  at  a  high  heat. 

So  far,  therefore,  as  quality  and  quantity  of  gas  pro- 
duced ate  concerned,  the  principles  to  be  followed  are, 

1st.  An  extended  surface,  and  thin  strata  of  coal  in 
the  retort. 

2d.   Rapid  carbonization,  at  a  high  temperature. 

From  the  insulated  CNperiinents,  such  as  have  been 
detailed,  no  judgment  can  be  formed  on  the  other 
points  of  comparison;  although  care  w^s  taken  to  note 
the  quantity  of  fuel  used  in  each  experiment,  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  statement  cannot  be  assumed  as  a  guide 
to  continuous  work. 

To  determine  the  expense  of  fuel,  required  under 
diherent  ciicuinstaiices,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the 
continuous  operations  of  «  oiks  using  th 
for  carbonization,  and  dividing  the  amo 


to  produce  308,000  feet  of  gas,  or  to  each  pound  4.8 

feet.     Specific  gra<iiy4.S3. 

Station   No.  5.     York  D  retort,  set  same  as  No.  1, 

area  of  surface  thirteen  feet,  charged  every  four  hours 

with  one  bushel  and  a  half  of  coal. 

Total  coal   consumed  for  fuel  and 

for  carbonization,  in  pounds,  23,600 

Deduct  coke  made,  9,240 

Total  material  consumed,  14,360    pounds 

to  produce  92,500  feet  of  gas,  or  to  each  pound  6-44 
feet.      Specific  gravity  5. 10. 

It  will  be  here  seen, that  the  result  of  the  comparison 
between  the  two  systems,  as  illustrated  in  these  five 
statements,  is  as  follows: 

No.  1.  London  D,  4  hour  charges,  5.75  feet  to  pound. 
"  2.  do.         6  hour       do         4.60  do 

"  3.   York  D,       4^  hour     do         5.40  do 

"  4.    Elliptic,       6  hour       do         4  80  do 

"  5.  York  I),       4  hour       do         6.44  do 

The  quantity  of  gas  produced  from  a  pound  of  ma. 
terial  used,  and  the  quality,  as  indicated  by  the  specific 
gravity,    invariably  gives  the   advantage  to  the   short 
Tie  maleiial  |  charge  system. 

of  fuel  into  It  should  be  observed,  that  the  coke  produced  upon 
the  product  of  gas  made,  insteiid  of  the  quantity  of  coal  !  this  sys'em,  is  lighter  than  by  the  old  plan,  and  the 
carbonized;  for  this  mode  of  estimation  the  reasons  have  |  bulk  increased. 

been  given.  These  points  being  estabhshed,  we  are  next  to  com- 

The  statements  now  presented  are  from  works  car-  pare  the  economy  of  the  plans  respectively  taking  into 
bonizing  New  Castle  coal,  at  four  and  six  hour  charges,  view  the  wear  and  tear,  and  the  labour  required  to 
As  I  could  obtaiii  no  returns  from  works  usingthe  same    keep  up  the  supply. 

coal  at  eight  hi.ur  chnrges,  the  comparisons  will  be  It  docs  not  necessarily  follow  that  an  increased  tem- 
confined  to  the  two  first,  which  aie  sufficient  for  our  perature  will  create  a  corresponding  incre;ise  of  wear 
purpose.  ]  in  the  retort,  as  variable  heats  have  a  much  greater  ef- 

Statinn  No.  1.  London  D  retorts,  area  of  surface  se-  ;  feet  upon  tliem  thiin  high  heats,  if  they  are  kept  uni- 
ven  and  half  feet,  set  two  to  one  fire;  tl.e  lower  retort  form.  The  results  are  not  so  disastrous  upon  the  re- 
ca.sed  in  tiles,  and  'he  return  flue  passing  under  the  !  torts  used  in  the  short  charge  system,  as  might  be  sup- 
top  retort,  unpro'.ected;  tlie  whole  covered  with  a  fire  i  posed,  provided  care  is  taken  to  keep  the  temperature 
brick  arch,  charged  every  four  hours  with  one  bushel,  I  the  same;  but  the  difliculty  of  keeping  liit;h  hea's  equa- 
or  80  lbs.  coal.  |  ble,    exposes  the  retorts   worked   on  this  system,   to 

Whole  amount  of  coal,   used  for  fuel  and  carboniza-  (  greater  risks  than  by  the  opposite  plan:— to  determine, 

"therefore,  what  will  be  the  duration  of  them.isdifficult.as 
experince  on  a  large  scale  has  not  yet  been  had  to  set- 
tle this  point;  although  in  small  works,  whose  opera- 
tic ns  h.ave  been  brought  immediately  under  the  eye  of 
the  engineer,  but  little  difference  in  duration  has  been 
found  between  the  two  plans  Still  it  would  not  be 
wise  to  draw  from  their  experience  conclusions,  and 
refer  them  to  works  on  a  larger  scale,  which  must  be 
entrusted  to  a  greater  number  of  stokers  and  which 
cannot  be  kept  so  completely  under  control.  In  Great 
Britain,  the  proportion  of  gas  required  during  the  sum- 
mer months  is  so  stnallin  comparison  to  the  other  parts 

!  of  the  year,  that  during  this  period  a  great  majority  of 

47,087  pounds  i  the  retorts  are  thrown  out  of  service,  consequently  in 
to  produce  222,600  feet  of  gas,  or  to  each  pound  4.6  a  set  of  retorts,  the  usual  duration  of  which  is  eight 
feet.      Specific  gr:ivity  4.4. 

Station  No.  3,  York  D  retorts,  setting  the  same  as 
before,  area  of  surface  twelve  and  half  feet,  ch.arged 
once  in  four  and  half  hours,  one  and  quarter  bushel  of 


Total  material  consumed,  95,636  pounds 

to  produce  551,387  feet  of  gas,  or  to  each  pound  5.75. 
Specific  gravity  4.8. 

Station  No.  2.  Retorts  and  setting  the  same  .is  No. 
1,  area  seven  and  hall  feet,  charged  every  six  hours 
with  one  and  a  quarter  bushels,  or  100  lbs.  coal. — 
Whole  amount  of  coal  for  fuel  and  carbnnization,  in 
pounds,  69,520 

Less  coke  made,  22,433 


Whole  amount  of  coal  used  for  fuel 
and  carbonization,  in  pound.s, 
Deduct  coke  made. 


8,700 
16,660 


pounds 


Total  material  usei 
to  produce  91,550  feet  of  gas,  or  to  each   pound  5.40 
feet.     Specific  gravity  4  70. 

Station  No.  4.  Elliptic  retorts,  area  of  transverse  sec. 
tion   eigtit  feet  and  one-sixth,  set   seven  in   a  bench. 


shielden  from  the  action  of  the  flame  by  fi 
vered  with  a  brick  arch,  charged  with  two  busi 
one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds,  every  six  hours, 
Whole  amount  used  for  fuel   and 

carbonization,  in  pounds,  105,720 

jPeduct  weight  of  coke,  43,680 

Total  material  used. 


ps.co- 


months,  a  suflRcient  number  will  be  saved  to  do  the 
work  of  the  other  four  or  summer  months;  for,  except 
in  large  cities,  the  public  lighting  is  entirely  suspend- 
ed during  that  term,  and  the  private  lighting  diminish- 
ed in  a  great  degree. 

In  a  work,  therefore,  in  which  the  retorts  can  stand 
eight  months  active  service,ihey  will  require  renewal  an- 
nually to  keep  the  stock  whole.  In  works  operating 
with  six  hour  charges,  I  have  found  a  better  average 
duration  than  here  stated,  and  that  two  complete  re- 
newalsin  three  years,  being  equal  to  working  twelve 
continuous  months  may  in  general  be  calculated  on. 

This  duration  is  more  than  many  works  attain,  and 
may  be  considered  the  highest  average  that  can  proba- 
bly be  alloited  to  them. 

Retorts  working  eight  hour  charges,  often  remain  in 
continuous  service  eighteen  or  twenty-four  months; 
indeed  I  have  known  them  thirty.  No  economy  is  de- 
rived from  such  long  use,  because,  although  the  retort 
will  not  leak,  the  product  is  constanily  diminishing, 
while  the  proportion  of  fuel  increases  from  the  contrac- 
62,040    pounds     ed  space  in  the  retort  occasioned  by  the  solid  particles 
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of  carbon  which  collect  on  its  internal  siirfiice.  Indeed 
this  obstruction  inlces  place  slionly  after  the  work- 
\ng  commences,  and  the  incrustation  increases  so  f:ist 
that  it  is  doubtful  whether  there  is  much  savini^  efTect- 
ed  by  retaining  a  retort  in  service  past  one  season. 

But  it  is  needless  to  go  into  minute  calculation  upon 
this  point.  If  we  lay  aside  the  retorts  working  eight 
hours,  and  form  the  comparison  between  those  work- 
ing four  and  six  hour  charges  we  shall  find  that  the  ad- 
ditional duration  nf  the  last,  is  compensated  for  by  the 
diminished  number  required  to  do  the  same  work  on  the 
first  plan,  on  account  of  the  rapidity  of  the  working, 
and  the  additional  gas  produced  from  the  same  material, 
leaving  the  wear  and  tear  about  equal. 

Thus  to  make  100,000  feet  of  gas,  in  twenty-four 
hours,  by  the  six  hour  system,  producing  11,000  f<ret 
to  chaldron  of  New  Castle  cual,  would  require  nine 
chaldron  and  four  bushel. 

Say  41  retorts  each,  2  bushel  to  a  charge,  4  charges 
in  24  hours. 

41  -f  2  +  4  =  328  bushels,  at  11,000  feet  per  chal- 
dron, 100,000  feet. 

To  make  the  same  gas  by  the  short  charge  system, 
at  15,000  feet  to  chaldron, 'would  require  6  chaldron, 
24  bushels  coal;  say  27  retorts,  one  and  a  half  bushel 
to  a  charge,  6  charges  in  24  hours. 

27  +  li  -f  6  =  243  hushels.at  15,000  feet  per  chal- 
dron, 101,  245  feet. 

Thus  the  number  of  retorts  required  to  produce  the 
lame  quantity  of  gas,  bear  the  relation  of  41  to  27. 

Now  if  the  retorts,  on  the  six  hour  plan,  require  re- 
newing twice  In  three  years,  there  will  be  required, for 
that  period  41  +  2  =  82  retorts.  While  on  the  other 
system,  lasting  but  one  year,  there  will  be  required, 
27  +  3,  or  81  retorts. 
Thus.not  withstanding  the  duration  of  the  retorts  upon 
the  four  hour  plan,  is  less  than  upon  the  other,  when 
the  expense  of  renewal  is  divided  upon  the  quantity  of 
gas  made  during  an  extended  period  ofilme,  the  dif- 
ference is  unappreciable;  while  the  former  possesses 
the  advantage  of  requiring  less  space,  and  less  capital 
in  the  original  construction  of  the  works. 

From  this  statement,  it  is  evident  that,  as  the  labour 
must  bear  a  proportion  to  the  number  of  retorts  at 
work,  and  the  quantiiy  of  material  to  be  handled,  the 
advantage  is  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  last  named 
plan. 

In  these  remarks,  reference  has  been  had  to  cast  iron 
retorts  only;  but  so  far  as  the  amount  of  production  is 
considered,  they  refer  equally  to  the  oven  of  Mr. 
King. 

These  ovens,  it  has  been  observed,  are  made  of  mal- 
leable iron,  and  in  point  of  economy  in  wear  and  tear, 
have  a  decided  advantage  over  the  cast  iron  retort,  for 
the  work  they  are  capable  of,  requiring  less  fuel  than 
many  other  works. 

I  should  be  much  inclined  to  adopt  them  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  cast  iron,  were  it  possible  to  work  them  on 
the  short  system. 

The  shape  of  these  ovens  is  such,  as  to  carry  out  the 
principle  laid  down  to  the  fullest  extent,  but  the  ex- 
tended surface  of  the  bottom  renders  it  impossible  to 
heat  them  to  the  requisite  temperature,  without  early 
destruction  to  their  shape,  and  soon  rendering  them 
unfit  for  useful  service;  but  1  am  not  at  all  certain  that 
the  adoptli.n  of  wrought  iron  retort,s,  of  smaller  dimen- 
sions, would  not  be  conducive  of  advantage. 

The  high  price  of  iron,  in  this  country,  led  me  to 
examine  with  care  into  the  plans  in  use',  and  experi- 
ments now  making  in  England  and  Scotland,  to  carbon- 
ize in  retorts  or  ovens  made  of  fire-clay  or  brick. 

The  original  inventor  of  the-e  ovens,  was  1  believe, 
Mr.  Grafton,  of  Cambridge;  and  one  work  In  Brighton, 
now  operates  with  them  successfully.  The  manager 
of  the  station  spoke  of  them  favourably;  hut  I  could  not 
obtain  an  exact  statement^of  his  operation;  nor  could  I 
hear  the  same    good    opinion   expressed   elsewhere. 


though  many  had  tried  them.  At  one  station,  I  found 
two  of  his  ovens  in  operation,  which  required  as  much 
ciial  for  fuel  as  for  carbonization;  but  tins  was  account- 
ed for  in  the  thickness  of  the  walls,  which  had  been 
built  of  nine-inch  brick. 

Independently  of  the  high  per  centage  of  fuel,  re- 
quired by  the  ovens  of  this  material,  other  difficulties 
occurred  in  the  use  of  them  which  almost  proved  fatal. 
In  the  first  place,  it  was  found  that  the  clay,  unless 
made  very  thick,  was  a  material  of  too  little  tenacity  to 
resist  any  undue  pressure;  especially  where  the  separate 
pieces  were  joined  together  by  cement;  and  that  any 
accident,  occasioning  a  stoppage  of  gas  in  the  pipes, 
reacted  so  violently  as  to  hurst  or  in}ure  the  retort. 

This  difficulty  was  remedied  by  building  stays  or  ties 
into  the  retort,  connected  with  the  ouier  arch.  But  the 
evil  most  difficult  to  be  cured,  was  the  tendency  to  leak 
at  the  junction  of  the  cast  iron  mouth  piece,  and  at  the 
joints,  owing  to  the  contraction  and  expansion  of  the 
material  under  different  temperatures 

When  the  retorts  are  first  brought  to  their  heat,  lime 
will  elapse  before  the  cement  in  the  joints  attains  the 
consistency  of  the  other  material,  and  becomes  entirely 
,  gas-tight;  but  while  the  temperature  is  kept  uniform, 
little  difficulty  is  experienced  when  once  they  have 
been  made  tght. 

The  constant  variation  in  demand  for  gas,  makes  it 
incumbent  on  the  manufacturer  to  vary  the  number  of 
retorts  in  action,  as  it  increases  or  decreases.  Hence 
the  necessity  of  letting  down  the  retorts;  an  operation 
during  which  the  joints,  being  the  weakest  part,  give 
way  as  the  brick  contracts;  and  it  is  more  difficult  to 
i  refill  these  cracks  than  to  make  the  original  joints  with 
I  fresh  brick  and  cement.  This  difficulty  has  been  par- 
I  tially  overcome  by  filling  the  joints,   before   reheating, 


ith  cla 


sment,  and  washing  them  with  a  mixture  of 


j  salt  and  pol-ash,  or  some  other  glaze. 
I  To  produce  a  perfect  retort  of  city,  the  only  desld- 
I  eratum  wanting,  is  sucli  a  combination  of  maierlal  as 
1  will  not  be  subject  to  change  of  dimension,  from  any 
1  change  in  the  temperature,  so  that  the  fires  may  be 
I  let  down  and  re-kiudled  without  causing  a  waste  of 
jgas. 

I  To  this  end,  Mr.  Spinney  of  Cheltenham,  an  engi- 
neer of  practical  knowledge  snd  skill  in  his  profession, 
has  instituted  a  vast  number  of  experiments,  and  suc- 
ceeded by  a  mixture  of  fire-clay,  pipeclay,  and  silei, 
in  producing  the  desired  results. 

The  Cheltenham  works,  under  the  charge  of  that 
gentleman,  are  provided  with  retorts  or  ovens  of  this 
description  entirely;  and  the  operations  of  that  compa- 
ny are  conducted  in  a  manner  highly  beneficial  to  those 
I  interested,  and  to  the  public. 

Heretofore,  single  ovens,  of  a  dimension  smaller  than 
Grafton's,  have  been  used  by  him,  each  heated  by  one 
fire,  and  while  the  quantity  of  gas  from  'he  coal  carbon- 
ized, is  quite  as  much  as  would  be  produced  by  the 
same  system  of  working  in  iron  retorts,  the  fuel  ac- 
count is  materially  increased — the  great  s,aving  being 
in  the  wear  and  tear,  an  item  reduced  to  a  very  limited 
amount. 
I  In  some  new  benches  erected,  Mr.  Spinney  has  rc- 
i  duced  the  size  of  the  retort  still  more,  and  set  two  to 
I  one  fire,  carrying  on  the  carbonization  at  a  lower  rate 
I  than  with  the  single  oven;  but  this  bench  has  not  been 
I  in  operation  long  enough  to  decide  whether  the  saving 
j  in  wear  is  not  more  than  compensated  by  increase  of 
fuel;  though,  as  far  as  a  judgment  could  be  formed, the 
I  result  was  satisfactory. 

I  It  should  be  observed,  that  these  works  were  ope- 
rating with  eight  hour  charges,  and  therefore  not  ob- 
taing  all  the  .advantage  which  might  accrue  from  using 
j  an  indestructible  material. 

I  I  am  Inclined  to  think,  however,  that  the  clay  re- 
torts will  be  found  a  valuable  acqu  siiinn  to  the  gas  ma- 
ker in  this  country,  and  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion 
'  after  examining  the  works  of  Scotland,  in  two  of  which 
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the  clay  retorts  are  in  constant  use,  with  highly  bene 
ficial  results  Here,  as  well  as  in  England,  immense 
difficulties  have  been  encouniered  in  bringing-  the 
perfection;  but  their  efforts  have  been  crowned  with 
success. 

At  the  work  in  Glasgow,  a  fair  example  is  ofTered 
of  the  value  of  this  matei-ial,  in  comparison  with  iron 
retorts,  in  both  of  which  Ihe  same  species  of  coal  is  car- 
bonized. 

The  principles  laid  down,  of  working  at  high  tem- 
peratures, are  here  carried  to  a  greater  extent  than  in 
any  work  in  England,  seven  or  eight  charges  being 
worked  off  in  twenty-four  hours,  each  retort  being 
made  to  produce  near  five  thousand  feet  of  gas  in  that 
period. 

To  enable  iron  to  stand  such  excessive  heats  at  all 
it  is  necessary  to  shield  them  at  all  points  with  6re 
lumps,  rendering  them  as  inaccessible  to  the  action  of 
the  fire  as  if  tliey  were  composed  entirely  of  clay.  The 
result  is  in  tliiscase,that  the  fuel  account  is  quite  as  high 
as  with  the  clay,  while  the  wear  r.nd  tear  is  ten  to  one 
in  favour  of  the  latter  material;  for  with  their  utmost 
care,  it  is  difficult  to  preserve  the  iron  retorts  more 
than  four  months,  while  the  clay  lasts  from  twenty-four 
to  thirty  months,  and  costs  far  less  in  construction. 

The  difficulty  which  exists  in  the  iron  retorts  of  con- 
tracting internally,  in  consequence  of  the  deposite  of 
carbon,  h.is  here  been  remedied  in  the  clay  retorts,  by 
occasionally  leaving  the  interior  in  contact  with  the  ac 
tion  of  the  atmosphere  a  few  hours,  while  at  a  red  heat, 
the  oxygen  of  which  combining  with  the  carbon,  jepa- 
rates  it  from  the  clay  surface. 

In  the  work  alluded  to  the  most  decided  preference 
is  given  to  the  clay  retorts,  where,  as  well  as  at  the 
Paisley  work,  which  operates  with  brick  retorts  on  the 
same  principles,  the  quantity  of  gas  procured  from  a 
pound  of  coal  is  ten  or  twelve  per  cent,  greater  than  in 
those  works  using  the  same  material,  where  milder 
heals,  incident  to  the  use  of  cast  iron,  are  in  practice 

Although  from  a  careful  examination  of  this  subject, 
I  feel  persuaded  that  the  use  of  fire  clay-retorts  will 
be  found  mm-e  conducive  to  economy  than  those  made 
from  any  other  material  in  this  country,  (where  the 
price  of  iron  is  more  than  double  its  price  in  Great 
Britain,  and  that  in  the  event  it  will  be  resorted  to,) 
yet  I  am  by  no  means  prepared  to  recommend  its  im- 
mediate adoption. 

We  have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  our  skill  will  en- 
able us  to  bring  to  perfection,  at  once.a  material  which 
has  cost  sj  much  labour  and  loss  to  experienced  engi- 
neers, who  have  for  years  been  endeavouring  to  bring 
it  into  successful  operation,  and  who  haye  not  yet 
brought  it  to  that  state  of  perfection  of  which  it  is  evi- 
dently susceptible. 

The  immediate  success  of  an  infant  gas  manufactory 
depends  so  much  upon  the  first  impressions  with  which 
it  is  received  by  the  public,  that  it  would  be  unwise  to 
abide  any  risk  of  failure,  by  stepping  out  of  the  beaten 
track  at  the  commencement,  and  I  should  by  no  means 
recommend  any  change  from  plans  already  known, 
and  well  tiied. 

It  will  be  ample  time  to  make  experiments  for  the 
improvement  of  the  process  and  apparatus,  when  ex- 
perience has  made  us  masters  of  the  business. 

I  have  therefore  selected  as  the  most  suitable  for  the 
purpose, the  retort  described  as  the  York  D,of  cast  iron, 
set  in  such  manner,  with  three  to  a  fire,  as  will  allow 
of  the  substitution  of  the  clay  retort,  whenever  such 
a  change  in  the  system  of  operating  is  deemed  advisa- 
ble. 

This  retort  has  been  selected,  because,  under  all  cir. 
cumstances,  it  appears  to  be  the  one  with  which  the 
principles  laid  down  may  be  carried  out  with  the  best 
advantage,  being  large  enough  to  give  them  free  scope, 
and  least  likely  to  become  distorted  by  the  high 
heats  to  which  it  may  be  subjected  in  the  process  of 
carbonization. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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New  FEHRr  Stemboat. — The  Camden  and  Amboy 
Rail  Road  Company  have  had  built  a  steamboat  for 
conveying  passengers  across  the  Delaware,  which  is 
designed  to  fore  itself  through  the  ice.  The  bows  of 
the  boat  are  sulid  and  covered  with  iron,  and  so  con- 
structed that  it  may  be  forced  upon  and  by  its  weight 
break  in  the  ice.  The  length  of  the  keel  is  90  feet,  the 
breadth  of  beam  40  feet,  and  she  is  provided  with  a 
very  powerful  engine  which  has  a  9  foot  stroke,  also 
with  a  spacious  and  convenient  cabin.  Her  wheels 
paddles  are  made  very  strong  and  protected  by  iron 
coverings  from  injury  by  the  ice.  We  understand  she 
came  round  from  New  York,  where  she  was  built,  to 
this  city,  in  22  hours. 


To  Garret  D-  Wall,  Peter  J.  Stryker,  and  John  M, 
Sherrerd,  Esquires,  Commissioners  of  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  &c. 

Gentlemen: — In  compliance  with  your  instructions, 
I  have  made  an  examination  of  the  Delaware  river,wilh; 
a  view  of  ascertaining  the  best  place  to  form  a  connec- 
tion between  ihe  Pennsylvania  canal  and  the  Delaware 
and  Raritan  canal  feeder — also  the  best  mode  of  obtain- 
ing a  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  with  the  least  injury  to  the  navigation- 
Black's  Eddy  appears  to  combine  more  advantages, 
and  offers  more  facilities  for  forming  such  a  connec- 
tion, than  any  other  place.  The  eddy  is  caused  by  a 
projection  of  the  main  land  from  the  Pennsylvania 
shore,  contracting  the  river  into  quite  a  narrow  space. 
The  sudden  widening  out  of  the  river  be  low  this  point, 
creates  a  counter  current,  so  that  boats  and  rafts  incline 
towards  the  Pennsylvania  shore,  and  find  no  difficulty 
in  landing  at  any  stage  of  the  river.  Immediately  be- 
low the  eddy,  ihe  nver  takes  a  sudden  turn  to  the 
east,  forcing  the  current  directly  in  to  the  head  of 
Bull's  Island, at  the  head  of  the  feeder.so  that  boats  or 
rafts.starting  from  the  eddy  drift, directly  to  the  entrance 
of  the  feeder.  The  entrance  to  the  feeder  is  about  one 
mile  below  the  eddy.  The  water  from  the  eddy  is  of 
sufficient  depth  to  float  a  vessel  of  si.x  feet  draft.  If 
a  connection  is  made  at  this  place,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  construct  two  locks  of  eight  feet  lift  each,  to  get  into 
the  river  from  the  Pennsylvania  canal;  also  a  tow  path 
along  the  New  Jersey  shore,  from  opposite  the  eddy 
to  the  entrance  to  the  feeder,  which  is  all  that  will  be 
necessary  to  form  a  safe  and  secure  connection. 

Anoth'er  place  which  offers  some  facilities  for  a  con- 
nection, is  New  Hope.  In  order  to  tffect  this,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  connect  the  feeder  with  the  river,  by 
means  of  a  short  canal  and  lock  often  feet  lift,  and  the  " 
Prnnsylvania  canal  by  a  guard  lock  or  lift  lock.  If  by 
a  guard  lock,  to  insure  a  safe  passage  for  the  boats 
across  the  river,  it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  run  up 
Ihe  Pennsylvania  shore  some  distance,  before  it  will  be 
safe  for  them  to  venture  out  into  the  current  of  the  ri- 
ver, for  fear  of  being  drawn  over  the  dam.  The  Water 
along  the  shore  for  a  distance  of  about  one  hundred 
feet  from  it,  is  quite  shoal;  consequently,  it  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  excavate  a  channel  three  feet  deep  below 
low  water  mark,  so  as  to  admit  boats  of  the  same  draft 
as  the  Pennsylvania  canal;  a  tow  path  along  the  river 
bank  will  also  be  required.  The  point  to  which  this 
channel  should  be  excavated,  is  about  twenty-four 
chains  above  the  guard  lock  at  a  place  called  Poplar 
Reef.  From  this  point  to  the  place  proposed  to  coi.- 
nect  with  the  feeder,  there  is  sufficient  depth  of  water 
to  float  any  craft  which  can  navigate  the  canals.  I  am 
apprehensive,  if  this  plan  should  be  adopted,  the  chan- 
nel would  be  liable  to  be  filled  with  a  deposit  from  the 
river,  and  subject  to  receive  damage  in  time  of  floods, 
and  always  be  a  source  of  perplexity  and  expense  in 
keeping  it  in  repair.  Two  plans  have  occurred  10  me, 
in  which  this  difficulty  can  be  avoided.  The  first  is,  by 
converting  the  present  guard  lock  into  a  lift  lock,  dis- 
pense with  one  of  the  combined  locks,  and  make  a 
canal  from  the  foot  of  the  combined  locks  along  the 
river  bank  to  the  above  mentioned  place,  and  lock 
down  into  the  river  by  a  lock  of  seven  feet  lift. 

The  second  plan  is,  to  lock  into  the  river  from  the 
level  above  the  combined  locks,  by  two  locks  of  seven 
feet  lift  each.  In  either  of  the  above  plans,  I  would 
propose  to  take  the  water  in  to  supply  the  canal, 
through  a  sluice  below  the  guard  locks. 

I  do  not  think  that  a  connection  can  be  made  with 
the  Pennsylvania  canal,  without  a  stipulation  to  that  ef- 
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feet.  Even  if  it  could  be  done,  the  Delaware  and 
Raritan  canal  company  would  not  be  safe  in  being  at 
the  expense  of  making  an  out-let  from  their  feeder, 
without  an  assurance  that  a  connection  would  be  kept 
open  into  the  Peniisylvania  canal. 

To  obtain  a  supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal,  at  Wells'  Falls,  Mr.  Gay  proposes  to 
extend  the  present  wing  dam  upwards  about  two  hun- 
dred feet,  and  construct  a  dam  entirely  across  the  ri- 
ver,  TWO    FEET   HIGH    ABOVE    LOW  WATER    AT    THE  HEAU 

or  THE  FALLS,  leaving  a  sluice  sixty  feet  wide  and  three 
hundred  feet  long,  for  the  passage  of  the  descending 
trade.  The  proposed  location  of  the  dam  is  about  five 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  below  the  head  of  the  falls:  In 
that  distance,  there  is  a  descent  of  1.25  feet,  which  will 
made  a  dam  3  25  feet  high.  On  examination,  I  found 
that  extreme  low  water  mark  at  the  head  of  the  falls, 
was  2.83  feet  below  the  too  water  line  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal;  consequently,  they  will  want  a  dam  of  that 
height,  above  low  water  at  the  head  of  the  fills,  instead 
of  two  feet,  as  reported  by  Mr.  Gay,  which,  added  to 
the  descent  to  the  location  of  the  dam,  Will  give  a  dam 
four  feet  in  height.  At  all  events,  1  do  not  think  that 
they  can  geta  sufficient  supply  of  water,  with  adam  of 
less  height  than  3.75. 

My  present  opinion  is  that  the  descending  navigation 
will  be  less  liable  to  be  injured  if  this  dam  should  be 
constructed  about  two  hundred  feet  nearer  to  the  head 
of  the  falls,  and  make  the  sluice  walls  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  above  and  extend  thfm  five  hundred  feet 
below  the  dam,  to  prevent  the  boats  and  rafts  descend- 
ing the  river  from  running  on  to  some  rocks  which 
crowd  both  sides  of  the  channel,  and  are  partially  co- 
vered with  water  when  the  river  isata  navigable  hei),'ht. 
I  would  also  recommend  that  some  rocks  be  removed 
and  the  channel  straightened  below  the  dam. 

My  limited  time  would  not  allow  me  to  make  a 
thorough  examination  of  Scudder's  Falls;  but  1  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  never  can 
be  restored  or  the  channel  kept  open,  so  long  as  the 
work  is  in  its  present  unfinished  state.  The  bank  for- 
ming the  head  of  the  Trenton  water  company's  works 
terminates  too  near  the  head  of  the  falls:  it  should  be 
extended  upwards  at  least  three  hundred  feet,  and 
raised  so  high  that  the  floods  cannot  pass  over  it.  It 
would  be  best  to  make  a  pier  of  limber  crib  work,  fill- 
ed with  stone.  The  bank  is  now  so  low  that  the  floods 
sweep  over  it,  and  is  not  protected  by  walls  sufficient 
to  prevent  the  earth,  gravel  and  stones,  from  being  car- 
ried into  the  channeh  The  sudden  termination  of  this 
bank  gives  a  check  to  the  current,  and  gives  it  a  direc- 
tion diagonally  across  the  channel.  This  might  be 
counteracted  in  a  measure  by  constructing  a  wing  dam 
from  the  Pennsylvania  shore  to  near  tbe  channeh 

Estimated  expenses  of  forming  a  connection  at 
Black's  Eddy: 

Two  lift  locks,  eight  feet  each,  $16,000 

Excavating  foundation  and  pumping,  3,500 

Pier,  slope  wall  and  wharfing  around  locks,  2,000 


Tow  path  along  the  Jersey  shore,  1,500 

§23,000 

Estimate  of  the  proposed  works  at  Now   Hope  and 
Wells'  Falls. 
Locking  down  into  the  river  from  Pennayl. 

vania  canal,  including  the  canal  from  the 

combined  locks  to  Poplar  Reef,  §17,400 

Lock  and  canal  to   get  into  the   feeder   of 

Delaware  and  Raritan  canal,  19,780 

Dam  and  sluice  walls,  15,300 

Locks  at  Nieley's,  8,900 


S61,3b0 


It  will  be  observed  that  the  difference  between  form- 
ing a  connection  at  Black's  Eddy  and  New  Hope  is 
fourteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars;  and 
the  difference  to  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal  com- 
pany will  be  eighteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars.  Pennsylvania  gains  by  the  New  Hope  connec- 
tion four  thousand  one  hundred  dollars.  If  the  con- 
nection is  made  at  Black's  Eddy,  the  Delaware  and 
Raritan  canal  company  will  receive  the  trade  on  eight 
miles  more  of  their  feeder,  than  if  the  connection  is 
made  at  New  Hope,  which  may  be  considered  alow 
estimate  at  five  thousand  dollars  per  annnum. 

There  will  also  be  twenty  feet  more  lockage,  and 
two  miles  more  canal  navigation  by  New  Hope,  than 
Black's  Eddy. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed,) 

E.  A.  DOUGLASS,  Engineer. 

If  there  is  to  be  any  restriction  as  to  the  use  of  the 
water,  (which  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  doing  other 
than  so  far  as  not  to  obstruct  the  channel  of  the  river,) 
I  think  it  would  be  well  to  stipulate  that  each  State  carl 
take  and  use  the  water  for  canal  navigation,  at  anV 
place  above  or  between  tide  and  State  line. 

COMMUNICATION  FRO.M   S.   D.  INGHAM,  ESQ. 

It  is  the  interest  of  each  State  to  retain  the  transpor- 
tation as  much  as  possible  on  her  own  canals,  but  those 
who  have  products  to  sell  will  seek  the  best  market; 
when  this  happens  to  be  at  New  York,  produce  at 
Eastern  will  either  pass  through  the  Morris  canal,  or  by 
unloading,  leave  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal  at  Black's  Eddy,  opposite  the  head  of  the 
Delaware  and  Haritan  feeder;  or  descend  to  Bristol,  and 
thence  by  way  of  Bordentown  to  the  Delaware  and 
Raritan  canal. 

TUe  expense   of  taking  one    ton  of  coal   by  theso 
routes  from  Easton  to  New  York  will  be   respectively 
as  follows: 
By  No.  1.   From  Eiston   to  Newark,  ninety 

and  a  half  miles  freight,  gl   2d 

Toll,  90i 

Newark  to  New  York,  23 

$2  38i 


No,  2.   From  Easton  to  Black's  eddy, 
twenty-five  mdes  freight, 
Toll, 
Boat, 

Unloading, 
Delaware  and  Raritan  to  New  1 

wick,  fifty  seven  miles  toll. 
Freight, 
To  New  York,  forty-five  miles. 


No,  3,  From  Easton  to  Bristol,   sixty 

miles  freight. 
Toll  thirty  cents,  boat  ditto  eight  cents, 
Delaware  river  10  miles, 
Delaware  and  Rariran   canal,  forty 

miles  freight. 
Toll, 
New  Brunswick  to  New  York,  forty 

five  miles, 


OOi 

60 
38 
10 

43 
43 

45 

$2  39 


The  cheapest  route  will  then  be  by  Black's  Eddy 
and  Delaware  and  Raritan  feeder:  and  the  amount  of 
toll  received  by  Penn.'-ylvania  on  it  will  be  but  fifteen 
and  a  half  cents  per  ton:  the  question  then  presents  at 
what  other  point  can  a  couEieclion  be  formed  between 
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the  two  canals  wliich  will  be  more  acceptable  to  Penn- 
sylvania, anJ  not  objectionable  to  New  Jersey. 

Uolli  canals  lie  within  one  lift  of  ihe  wiitei-  in  the  De- 
laware, iminrcliaK  ly  above  the  hracl  of  Wells'  Kails, 
from  thence  downward  the  Delaware  and  llarilan  i-ist  s 
above  tlie  water  so  rapidly  as  soon  to  require  several 
locks  to  let  doivn  into  the  river;  so  it  is  in  some  degree 
with  the  Delaware  division,  and  if  a  connection  were 
formed  below  Wells'  Falls,  all  the  river  boats  which 
would  incline  to  pass  into  either  canal  must  pass  the 
falls  going  to,  and  return  ng  from,  the  point  of  entrance 
of  the  canals.  An  entrance  at  the  hiad  of  ihese  falls 
would  avoid  this  danger  and  difficu'ty,  and  invite  ihose 
bo  lt^  into  the  canals,  whose  owners  if  they  were  obliged 
to  pass  the  falls  might  find  it  their  intertsi  to  keep  on  the 
river:  a  connection  at  a  lower  point  would  also  be  more 
objectionable  to  New  Jersey.  There  is  another  reason  for 
a  cnnnrction  at  this  point.  The  trade  from  the  holders 
of  the  Delaware  on  bnth  sides  will  seek  the  Philadel- 
phia or  New  York  market,  as  either  may  suit  best,  this 
Iraiie  concentrates  at  the  two  villages  of  New  Hope 
and  Lamhertsville,  and  unless  that  from  each  place  can 
get  into  the  opposite  canal  by  waier  connection,  it  will 
be  charged  with  the  expense  of  crossing  the  river  by 
brid.ufe  or  ferry. 

There  are  aUo  an  abundant  means  for  the  sujiply  of 
lime  on  the  Pennsylvunia  side,  which  is  g  eatly  wanted 
on  the  route  of  th.-  Uelawaie  and  Uavitan  canal.  The 
expense  of  hauling  lime  across  the  river  in  waggons 
adds  about  twenty-live  per  cent  to  its  cost  at  the 
Kilns. 

With  respect  to  the  coal  trade  it  should  be  observed 
that  Philadelphia  can  be  supplied  rather  cheaper  from 
the  Schuylkill  than  from  the  Lehigh,  and  the  coal  from 
Ihe  latter  mines  c^in  be  taken  cheaper  to  New  Vork  than 
the  formt-r,  hence  the  greater  part  of  the  coal  from  the 
I,ehigh  will  be  taken  to  the  New  York  market,  it  will 
of  CO  use  lake  ilie  cheapest  route,  which  as  has  been 
shown  is  that  by  Black's  Eddy  to  the  Delaware  and 
Riritan  feeder,  noiv  if  it  be  supposed  that  t«o  hundred 
and  fifty  iliou-and tons  of  cal  go  to  New  Yoik,  from 
the  Lehigh,  the  dilferenceto  Pennsylvania,  between  its 
leaving  her  canal  at  Black's  Eddy  and  at  the  head  of 
Wells'  Falls,  will  be  as  follows: 
Two  hundred  an  I   fifiy  thousand  tons  from 

Easion   to   Wells'  Falls,    thirty-six  miles 

one  half  cent  toll,  §45,000 

Boat  toll,  10,500 


Toll  from    Easinn   to  Black's 

Eddy,    twentyhve  miles,  a 

half  cent,  31  500 

Boat  toll,  7,500 


$55,500 


39,0C0 


In  favour  of  en  ssing  at  the  head  of  Wells' 

Falls  yearly,  _  g  16, 500 

It  is  true  there  will  be  a  corresponding  difference 
against  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal,  but  this  may 
be  compensated  in  another  way  as  will  be  presently 
shown.  Thfre  is  one  more  reason  for  making  a  con- 
nection at  this  place;  the  Delaware  division  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal  is  now  fed  from  the  Delaware  river 
by  an  expensive  m.icliinery  which  at  a  low  time  is  not 
siiflicient  to  supply  water;  some  other  mode  ot  feeding 
will  necessarily  be  resorted  to,  none  can  be  so  effective 
and  cheap  as  a  low  dam  across  ihe  river,  which  could 
be  constructed  without  any  injury  to  the  river  naviga- 
tion, and  at  comparatively  small  expense,  about  one- 
third  of  the  work  being  now  completed  such  a  dam 
wou'd  facilitate  the  crossing  of  boats,  improve  the 
landings  at  the  villages  above,  and  furnish  an  abundant 
supply  of  water  for  the  canal,  and  if  a  lock  were  put  in 
from  ihe  Penni^ylvania  canal  to  the  river  at  the  foot  of 
the  falls,  it  would  satisfy  every  reasonable  desire  as  to 
the  liver  navigation.  Penn>ylvania  may  indeed  as  has 
been  proposed,  etjualize  her  advan'ages  by  imposing 
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the  same  toll  on  the  produce  that  leaves  her  canal, 
which  are  charged  upon  that  which  passes  through  it, 
but  this  pnlic\,  however  Jusi,  it  carried  far  enough  to 
answer  tne  purpose  in  this  case  would  be  mlinus  to  the 
community  interested,  and  whenever  resorted  to,  would 
probably  stimulate  great  exertion  to  avoid  its  effects, 
lor  which  there  are  various  means.  First,  A  reduction 
of  tolls  on  Ihe  Morris  canal.  Second,  An  exiension  of 
the  Delaware  and  Raritan  feeder  up  the  river  with  a 
low  path  on  the  Jersey  side,  where  the  water  suited. — 
And  Third,  A  resort  to  a  larger  class  of  river  boats, 
which  as  there  are  no  rapids  of  any  magnitude  between 
the  head  of  ihe  Delaware  and  Raritan  feeder,  and 
Easton,  could  with  an  improvement  of  the  channel  be 
used  fon  a  considerable  |>art  of  the  year  w  th  advantage. 
I  hese  facts  show  the  danger  of  attempting  a  rigid 
CDuntervailing  policy  and  the  greater  value  of  any  ar- 
rangement which  would  be  reasonable  and  acceptable 
ti)  the  rival  canal  inlerest,  as  well  as  those  who  may  be 
obli.ijed  to  use  them. 

If  Pennsylvania  should  attempt  the  countervailing 
system,  all  those  of  her  own  citizens  who  may  be 
affiscted  injuriously  by  it  will  continually  struggle  to 
have  it  abandoned,  and  when  the  trade  of  the  North 
Blanch  oithe  Susquehanna,  and  the  lake  country,  shall, 
as  it  certainly  will,  be  brought  down  the  Lehigh,  the 
interests  opposed  to  the  system  will  embrace  a  great 
extent  of  territory  and  population. 

It  has  already  been  strenuously  urged  upon  the  canal 
commissioners,  and  before  the  Penn-ylvania  Legisla- 
ture, to  make  outlei  locks  at  Black's  Eddy,  although  it 
would  cost  Pennsylvania,  e.vclusive  of  the  locks,  about 
forty  or  filty  thousand  dollars  to  make  a  new  feeder  to 
supply  the  loss  of  water  which  these  locks  would  occa- 
sion, whilethe  whole  expense  of  an  outlet  at  the  head 
of  Wells',  with  an  increased  supply  of  water  for  the 
lower  division  of  the  canal,  and  lockage  round  the  falls, 
would  probably  not  cost  half  the  sum  necess  07  to 
make  Ihe  feeder  and  locks  at  Black's  Eddy,  and  the 
probable  additional  tolls  on  coal  alone,  received  by 
Pennsylvania,  would  be,  as  shown  above,  upwards  of 
sixteen  thousand  dollars  a  y.  ar.  These  ad.ditional  loll, 
mu^t  be  great  y  increased  whenever  the  North  Branch 
trade  shall  be  addtd,  for  this  also  will  go  wherever 
there  may  be  the  best  market,  which,  before  the  open- 
ing of  the  ice  on  the  Erie  canal,  will  ge-.eially  be  in 
New  York.  The  route  from  Ithica,  in  New  York,  by 
way  of  the  Lehigh,  will  become,  in  (act,  an  earlier 
spring  route  for  that  fertile  region  to  the  New  York 
market,  with  a  choice  of  Philadelphia  in  ils  range:  ten 
miles  of  tollage  on  the  products  and  merchandise  will 
beof  no  small  consequence;  but  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment of  a  question  affecting  rival  interests,  and  a  com- 
plete  avoidance  of  a  countervailing  struggle  between 
neighboring  States,  is  an  object  of  perhaps  even  more 
importance. 

The  inhabitants  of  New  Jersey  bordering  on  the  De- 
laware above  Wells'  /alls,  have  been  long  in  the  habit 
of  dealingaliernately  for  produce  and  goods  with  New 
York  and  Philadelphia;  and  thev  are  aware  of  the  same 
practice  on  the  Pennsylvania  side  of  the  river;  it  is  im- 
portant to  both  interests  to  have  access  to  eaih  canal 
without  the  expense  of  cros-ing  the  bridge  or  a  ferrv, 
which  amounts  to  about  one  dollar  per  ton.  Ihey  are 
aware  that  the  use  of  lime  is  highly  important  to  the 
lands  in  New  ,ler  ey,  which  Wuuld'be  increased  to  a 
great  extent  if  the  present  expense  of  getting  it  over 
the  river  can  be  avoided,  which  is  abo. it  three  cents 
per  bushel.  If  the  hnie  were  relieved  from  this  charge, 
it  could  be  taken  lo  New  Brunswick  for  about  the  same 
sum  it  now  costs  in  Lambertsville,  and  there  is  littla 
doubt  but  that  ten  thousand  tons  of  it  might  be  sold  an- 
nually between   Lunbertsville   and  New  Brunswick 

No  other  connection  than  that  at  ihe  head  of  Wells' 
tails  will  answer  this  purp.-se,  as  all  the  convenient 
bodies  of  the  best  limestone  on  the  Penns>lvania  side 
are  within  three   or  lour  miles  of  that  pLce  and  above 
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it.  The  importance  of  tliis  article  to  the  agriculture  of 
this  part  of  New  Jersey  can  scarcely  be  imagined,  and 
the  amount  ol  tolls  and  value  of  the'trade  and  transpor- 
tation, asit  were  thus  called,  is  well  worthy  of  attention. 
It  is  improbable  that  even  the  New  York  market  may 
be  ere  long-  supplied  with  a  considerable  portion  of  it's 
lime  through  thischannel,  as  by  the  use  of  coal  for  fuel, 
it  can  be  afforded  much  cheaper  than  when  it  is  burnt 
with  wood.  In  that  case  one  hundred  thousand  tons 
would  not  bean  unreasonable  estimate  of  the  additional 
demand. 

If  the  dam  already  commenced  at  the  head  of  Wells' 
falls,  be  extended  across  the  river  and  locks  made  into 
it,  the  expense  will  be  the  same  to  pass  into  the  Dela- 
ware and  Rarilan  canal  at  this  place  that  it  now  is  at 
Black's  eddy,  but  if  the  Deluware  and  Raritan  compa- 
ny make  a  corresponding  connection  it  will  reduce  the 
expense  on  coal  the  amount  paid  for  unloading,  viz: 
ten  cents  per  ton,  and  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal 
company  will  be  more  than  compensated  for  the  toll  on 
the  ten  mles  of  their  feeder  by  the  introduction  of  the 
limestone  from  the  adjacent  quarries  m  Pennsvlvania, 
which  will  pass  a  much  greater  distance  on  their  canal. 
They  also  will  be  relieved  from  the  unprofitable  strife  of 
counteraction  and  violent  competition  and  every  rea- 
sonable desire,  as  well  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as 
of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  company,  and  of  the  people 
interested  in  transportation  on  these  canals  cannot  fail 
to  be  satisfied. 


From  Poulson'a  American  Daily  Advertiser. 
STATEMENT 
Of  the  quantity  of  Rain  tvkich  has  fuller,  in  each  year, 
from  1810  to  1834,  inclusive,— the  first  fourteen  years 
by  the  guage  of  P.  Legoux,  at  Spring  M.ll,  and  the 
followmg  eleven  years  by  that  kept  at  the  Pennsvlva- 
nia Hospital:—  ^ 

inches. 
41,815 
38,740 
29,570 
35,140 
38,500 
37,970 
41,850 
45,070 
43,940 
39,870 
48,550 
34,240 

1  he  whole  quantity  which  fell  in  the  above  25  years 
was  914,743  inches,  which  gives  an  annual  averaiie  of 
o6,589  inches.  " 

The  rain  in  each  month  of  the  year  1834,  was  as 
follows: — 

inches. 
1st  nio.  2,49  9th  mo. 

2d     "  2,22  10th     " 

3d     "  2,02  nth     '< 


inches. 

1810 

32,656 

1823 

1811 

34,968 

1824 

1812 

39,300 

1025 

1813 

35,625 

1826 

1814 

43,135 

1827 

1815 

34,666 

1828 

1816 

27,947 

1829 

1817 

36,005 

1830 

1818 

30,177 

1831 

1819 

23,354 

1832 

1820 

39,609 

1833 

1821 

32,182 

1834 

1822 

29,864 

4th  '■                      2,83 

12th 

5th  "                       3,52 

6th  •'                       3,99 

rth  ••                       4.35 

8th  "                       0,62 

Fenn.  Hospital,  1st  mo.  1 

,  1835. 

inches, 
3,57 
3,29 
3,01 


2,33 


PoTTSTOWN,  Pa.  Dec.  17,  1835. 
Last  Sunday  night  was  the  coldest  weather  we  have 
had  this  season,  and  the  Schuylkill  navigation  was  sud- 
denly closed.  We  heard  the  note  (Jf  the  boatman's  horn 
that  was  wont  to  peal  so  merrily,  on  Pattu-day  evening 
but  the  mtjsic  like  that  of  Baron  Munchausen's  seemed 
tro2en  in  the  horn.  On  Monday  mornmg  the  Schuylkill 
was  completely  frozen  over. 
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—5  Ships  ] 

7  Sciiooners 
10  Sloops 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
NEW  TONNAGE. 
The  lollowing  statement  exhibits  the  numSiras  well 
as  the  cla-s  of  vessels  built  at  the  Port  of  Philadelphia, 
tor  the  last  five  years. 

1830-2  Ships  553  68  95th3  tons. 

2  Brigs      579  63 
8  Schooners  486  63 

14  Slorps     361  56 

3  Steam  Boats  608.51 

Total  2.590.6-95thstons, 

936  79-95ths. 
859  20 
3'.2.39 
336,23 

■  Total  3.525.61.95ths. 

1832—4  Ships  1733,42-95tlis. 

2  Brigs  600.46 

3  Schooners     482  71 
11   Sloops  516. S5 

1  Steam  Boat  125.48 

Total3.159.r-95tlis. 

1833—8  Ships         3196.46  95ths. 

5  Brigs  644.51 

5  Schooners    351.50 
8  Sloops  410.10 

1  Steam  Boat  314  29 

Total  4.916.86-95th». 

-1  Ship  544.28-95ths. 

1  Barque  32492 

3  Brigs  558  21 

3  Schooners     241, 76 
10  Sloops  506  57 

1  Steam  Boat  307.90 

Total  2.483.79  95ths, 
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Mr.  Guir.B,  the  U.  S.   Weigher,  has  politely  furnish- 
ed  us  with  the  following  infoimation: 

RAIL   ROAD   IRON. 

Statement  of  the  Imports  of  Rail  Road  Iron,  into  the 
District  of  Philadelphia  in  1831,  1832,  1833,  and  1834, 

1833— Edge  Rails  and  flat  Bars         2214     9  '     2       s'i 
Spikes  and  Splicing  Plates  6     0       2         9 

Total  2220  10  ~1  2 

1831— Edge  and  flat  Rails  4969  14  0  0 

Iron  Chairs  forrails  1106     8  0  0 
Pins  Wedges  and  Splicing 

P'a*es  105   18  0  2 


Tons  6182    0  0  2 

1833— Ed.tre  and  flat  Rails  9149     9  1  19 

Iron  Chains  for  Rails  1428  13  0  0 
Pins,  Wedges  and  Splicing 

'•'a'es  363    5  3  14 

Tons  10941     8  1  5 

1834— Edge  and  fl.at  Rails  6412  10  0  0 

Iron  Chairs  for  Rails  1506  110  0 

Pins,  Wedges  and  Plates  445     8  0  0 

Tons  8364     0  0  0 

Rolled  Iron  exclusive  of  R.  R.  Iron  791     9  0  0 


Pig  Iron 


8       0 
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We  acknowledge  ourselves  indebted  to  Col.  Rilkt, 
for  llie  following  statement: 

•      QUERCITRON   BARK. 

Return  of  llie  quan'ity  of  Quercitron  Bark,  Inspected 
at  the  Port  of  Pliiladelpliia,  durii.g  ihe  )  eai-s  18o3  and 
18o4.  Also,  the  quaniily  shipped  during  the  same 
periml,  and  the  stock  rcm-iining  on  hand  in  Slore,  on 
the  Isl  of  January,  1832,  '33,  'o4,  '35. 

Inspected.  I  Shipped. 

hhds,      tcs.     bbls.     |         hh-ls     tcs.     bbN. 

1833—3414  1     169        I        3535       1         '26 

1834— 32U0         45     414       |        3434     14         76 

hhds.     tcs.     bbls. 

In  store  Jan.  1st  1832  1424       0         77 

1833  675       1         64 

1834  554       1  7 

1835  3-20     32         45 
JOSEPH  S.  RILEY,  Inspector. 


FLOUR. 

During  the  year  1833  there  was  exported  to  Foreign 
pl.ces  from  the  Port  of  Philadelphia,  127,219  bbls.  of 
Flour. 

From  the  1st  January,  1834,  to  the  30th  September, 

inclusive,  the  Foreigh  Exporis  amounted  to  64,845  bbls. 

CORN. 

During  the  year  1833  the  Foreign  Exports  of  Corn 
from  this  port  were  66,808  bushels. 

During  the  three  first  quarters  of  1834,  the  amount 
was  33,263  bushels. 


INSPECTION  OF  SALTED  PROVISIONS. 
Inspected  from  January  1st  1834,  to  Dec.  31st  inclu- 
sive, at  the  Port  of  Philadelphia — 
BEEF. ...2,792  bbls.       I     POKK....7,026  bbls. 

525  half  do.  |  16  half  do. 


r-'  From  the  National  Gazette. 

GEOGRAPHICAL  ESTABLISHMENT. 

We  have  recently  had  an  opportunity  of  inspecting 
the  Map  Publication  Esablishment  of  Mr.  H.  S.  Tan- 
ner, situated  in  the  four  story  building  at  the  north- 
west corner  ot  Chesnut  and  Sixth  streets,  in  this  city, 
It  occupies  the  first,  second  and  third  floors  of  that 
extensive  range  known  as  tl,e  Sliakspeare  Buildings, 
which  extends  about  eii,h(y  feet  along  Sixth  street, 
fronting  on  Chesnut  stre.-t,  and  immcdi,.tely  adjoining 
the  Theatre.  The  exterior  of  the  buildings,  having  re- 
cently been  subjected  to  a  thorough  repair,  presents 
quite  an  imposing  appearance  when  viewed  in  con- 
nection with  the  public  offices  in  the  vicinity. 

The  principal  entrance  is  on  Sixth  street,  by  a  large 
doorway  which  opens  upon  a  staircase  leading  to  the 
Depository  of  the  Establishment,  on  the  north  end  ol 
the  first  floor.  In  tliis  apartmen',  which  is  very  exten- 
live  and  appropriately  fitted  for  its  object,  the  various 
maps  and  other  woifcs  prepared  and  published  by  Mr. 
Tanner,  are  arranged  in  gengraphical  order,  by  \»hich 
a  r  ference  to  any  map  may  be  had  with  the  utmost  fa- 
cility. Here  also  the  commercial  business  of  the  con- 
cern is  conducted,  and  the  finished  maps  expnsed  to 
sale  or  prepared  for  exportation  and  supply  of  orders 
from  abroad,  which  are  numerous  and  constantly  aiig. 
menting.  An  idea  of  the  amount  of  business  transacted 
in  this  establishment  maybe  concei\ed  from  the  fact 
that  nearly  six  thousand  copies  of  the  large  Map  of  the 
United  States,  alone,  have  been  disposed  of  since  it 
was  first  issued,  together  with  a  large  numbi  r  of  tlie 
otiiermaps  enumerated  in  the  catalogue,  wliich  includ- 
ing other  recent  publications,  comprehends  upwards  of 
two  hundred  maps  of  various  descripticns,  some  being 
•ix,  and  several  of  them  four  sheet  maps.  The  estimat 


ed  cost  of  the  engraving  alone  of  this  immense  collec- 
tion of  copperplates,  we  are  informed,  exceeds  one  hun- 

ed  thousand  dollars. 

On  the   same  floor  with,  and  immediately  adjoining 
the    Depository,  is   the   '•  Drawing   Room,"  so  cslled, 
re  most  of  the  drafting,  projecting  and  other  pre- 
liminary operations  connected  with  ;he  construction  of 
maps,  are  carried  en.   All  the  apparatus  and  appliances 
pertaining  to  this  department  are  of  the  most  perfect 
description.     The  number  and  value  of  the  fregn  and 
lestic    maps   and   other   works   of  refei-ence    »ith 
ch   it  is   supplied,  affi  rd  the  means  of  rectifying 
.tever  errors  may  have  been  committed  in  the  en- 
graving  or  otherwise.     By  the  aid  of  these  and  an  ex- 

nsive  correspondence  with  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  the  maps  issued  from  this  establishment  seldom 
fail  to  exhibit  the  most  recent  inform.ition  regarding 
the  countries  delineated  by  I  hem.  In  the  extensive 
collection  of  geographical  works  composing  the  library, 
are  several  ailasses  and  maps,  which  have  been  pre- 

nted  to  Mr.  Tanner  by  some  of  the  learned  societies 
and  scientific  individuals  of  Europe-  Among  these  we 
noticed  a  Universal  Atlas  consisting  of  six  folio  vo- 
umes,  containing  upwards  of  four  hundred  imperial 
ihect  maps;  a  map  of  Europe,  comprehended  in  one 
hundred  and  sixty-four  large  sheets;  an  eight  sheet 
map  of  Sweden,  presented  by  the  Academy  of  Science 
of  Stockholm,  through  Professor  lierselins;  together 
with  many  valuable  works  from  Vandermaelen  of  Brus- 
sels; from  Professor  Berghaus  of  Berlin;  from  the  Geo- 
graphical Society  of  Paris,  the  Royal  Geographical  So- 
ciety of  London,  &c.,  forming  altogether  one  of  the 
most  complete  and  extensive  collections  of  geographi- 
cal works  in  this  country. 

From  the  Library  we  passed  into  the  engraving 
room,  also  on  the  first  floor  and  fronting  on  Chesnut 
street.  It  is  a  large  and  commodious  apartment,  suit- 
ably furnished,  and  having  five  windows,  each  occu- 
pied by  an  engraver.  Tliese,  in  conjunction  with  se- 
veral other  engravers,  not  permanently  attached  to  the  , 
establishment,  execute  the  engraving.  The  process  of 
map  engraving,  as  pract  sed  here,  difl^ers  essentially 
from  the  ordinary  method.  Instead  of  finished  paper 
drawings,  which  were  uniformly  used  not  long  since, 
the  projections  or  lines  of  latitude  and  longitude,  are 
drawn  directly  upon  the  copperplate,  wliich  is  thus 
prepared  for  the  insertion  of  the  topographical  details 
consisting  of  the  natural  features  of  the  country  about 
to  be  delineated;  these  being  adjusted  m  conformity 
to  the  gcograpliical  points pieviousl)  fixed,  arc  follow- 
ed by  the  location  of  the  cties,  towns,  roads,  bounda- 
ries, kc.  All  this  is  effected  by  a  small  steel  point,  re- 
sembling a  sewing  needle,  inserted  in  a  wooden  or 
ivory  handle;  which  bears  the  same  relation  to,  and 
performs  the  same  office  upon  the  copperplate,  as 
does  the  lead  pencil  to  the  paper,  by  the  old  method. 
All  the  leading  parts  constituting  the  representation  of 
both  the  civil  divisions  and  physical  features  of  the 
country,  having  been  thus  transferred  to  the  plate,  it 
passes  into  the  ban  !s  of  the  engraver,  by  whom  tie 
"plan  work,"  so  called,  is  cut  by  a  small  steel  instru- 
ment termed  the  graver.  When  tl.e  plan  work, 
(which  includes  nearly  all  the  work,  except  the 
shading  of  the  mountains,  water,  and  the  lettering,)  is 
engraved, the  names  of  the  larger  districts  are  inserted, 
tlien  the  names  of  towns,  rivers,  mountains.  &c.,  and 
the  whole  completed  by  shading  the  water,  moun- 
tains, marshes,  8cc.  The  engravintr  department  is  di- 
vided into  various  branches,  each  of  wliich  is  assigned 
to  a  diflTerent  individual,  who  rarely  undertakes  any 
thing  belonging  to  another  branch  —  thus  for  example: 
the  projections  of  all  maps  executed  here,  and  the 
adjustn  ent  of  the  leading  geogr.phical  points,  are  cal- 
culated aud  fixed  by  the  proprietor  of  the  establish- 
ment, under  whose  immediate  direction  the  drawings 
are  made  by  one  of  his  assistants. 

1  he  plates  are  then  transferred  to  &  third   person. 
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who  engraves  the  plan  work,  then  to  others  who  suc- 
cessively execute  the  lettering,  the  shading  of  the  wa- 
ter and  mountains,  and  the  last  completes  the  map  by 
inserting  the  title  and  embellishments.  We  observed 
several  maps  in  the  various  stages  of  engraving.  One 
was  shown  us  which  had  been  just  commencetl^  It 
presented  to  our  view  little  else  than  a  ci^nfused  mass 
of  reticulated  lines  and  figures,  Kpparently  without 
form  or  feature;  this,  we  were  told,  was  an  embryo 
map  of  Venezuela  and  New  Grenada,  intended  for 
Mr.  Tanner's  New  Universal  Alias,  now  nearly  com- 
pleted. 

This  branch  of  the  establishment  is  highly  interest- 
ing, and  deserves  the  pariiciilar  notice  of  all  visiters. 
Ascending  the  stairway  leading  to  the  second  floor  of 
the  building,  we  entered  the  printim;  office,  an  exten- 
sive range  of  apartments  situated  in  the  rear  of,  and 
adjoining  the  coloring  roim,  which  we  shall  describe 
presently.  These  rooms  contain  three  or  four  large 
copper  plate  presses,  which  are  kept  in  a  constant 
state  of  activity,  and  are  capable  of  throwing  off  from 
five  hundred  to  seven  hundred  impressions  per  day. 
As  this  may  appear  to  persons  who  are  only  familiar 
with  the  common  letter  prin'.ing.to  be  a  small  number, 
we  shall  notice,  briefly,  the  process  of  copper  ))late 
printing  as  witnessed  by  us.  'Ihe  copperplate  press 
differs  altogether  fronn  that  used  in  printing  from  me- 
tal types.  It  is  composed  of  two  plonks  placed  verti- 
cally, and  (in  the  larger  presses)  about  two  feet  apart. 
These  planks  are  joined  by  a  substantial  frame  work, 
having  a  small  roller  at  each  end,  on  which  a  stjut 
moveable  plank  traverses  horizontally. 

In  the  centre  of  the  frame  and  equi-distant  from  the 
transversing  rollers,  are  placed  two  larger  rollers  one 
above  the  other,  but  not  in  immedi.ite  contact.  Be- 
tween these  rolleis,  the  plank  just  mentioned,  which 
corresponds  in  width  with  the  length  of  the  two  princi- 
pal rollers,  is  insetted.  By  the  aid  of  cross  bars  placed 
on  one  side  of  the  machine,  the  upper  roller  is  made  to 
revolve,  and  by  this  means  the  horizontal  plank  and 
lower  roller  are  put  in  motion  by  which  the  impression 
from  the  plate  is  obtained.  The  upper  roller  has  its 
entire  surface  coaled  with  soft  woolen  clotli,  which 
serves  the  double  purpose  of  equalizing  the  pressure 
and  of  forcing  the  paper  into  contact  with  the  ink, 
which  is  previously  rubbed  into  the  engraved  parts  of 
the  plate.  This  is  the  must  delicate  part  of  the  pro- 
cess. It  is  done,  at  pre  ent,  by  a  hand  roller,  which 
has  been  substituted  in  place  of  the  "  ink  ball,"  for- 
merly in  use.  Upon  the  surface  of  this  roller  the  ink 
is  unifortr.ly  spread,  and  then  rolled  over  tlie  engrav- 
ed surface  of  the  copperplate  until  it  is  completely  co- 
vered: the  ink  is  then  pressed  into  the  engraved  I'infS, 
when  that  portion  of  it  which  remains  on  the  surface  is 
entirely  removed  from  the  plate  which  is  then  prepared 
for  the  ptess.  The  plate  being  thus  made  ready,  is 
placed  on  the  moveable  plank,  above  mentioned,  with 
its  engraved  fitce  upward;  the  paper.which  is  previous- 
ly wet  for  the  purpose,  is  placed  upon  the  plate  and 
the  whole  is  then  put  in  motion,  by  turning  the  cross- 
bar. By  this  operation,  the  plate  passes  under  the  roll- 
er to  the  opposite  side,  when  the  paper  is  removed,  ha- 
ving in  its  transit,  received  (he  ink  that  was  contained 
in  the  engraved  portions  of  the  plate  so  nicely  dis- 
tributed as  to  present  an  exact  image  in  reverse  of  its 
metalic  original.  About  five  minutes  are  consumed 
in  printing  a  map  of  the  size  of  the  paper  used  for  this 
Gazette. 

From  the  printing  oflSce  we  passed  into  the  coloring 
rooms  on  the  same  floor.  These  are  very  extensive  and 
in  every  respect  appear  to  be  well  adapted  for  the  pur- 
pose to  which  they  are  tievoted.  They  are  occupied 
excusively  by  respectably  attired  females  by  whom  the 
the  maps  are  colored.  The  neatness  and  order,  appa- 
rent throughout  this  branch  of  the  establishment,  can- 
not fail  to  strike  every  beholder.  To  facilitate  the 
process  of  coloring,  the  maps  are  printed  upon  highly 


S'zed  paper,  which  is  afterwards  tested  by  passmg  a 
damp  sponge  over  the  face  of  each,  when  if  any  de- 
fects in  the  sizing  exists,  they  instantly  appear  in  small 
spots  of  a  circular  form.  By  this  operation,  a  useless 
wa-ste  of  time  and  materials  in  the  vain  attempt  to  color 
such  maps  is  thus  avoided.  This  simple  contrivance 
may  afford  a  useful  practical  hint  to  young  artists  and 
amateurs  in  water  color  drawing. 

Liqu'd  colors  are  employed  altogether  in  this  branch 
of  colouring.  It  consists  of  three  varieties,  viz:  ''wash- 
ling,"  "shading,"  and  "lining,"  sometimes  cailed 
"  narrow  lining."  By  the  first  mode,  the  color  is 
I  spread  over  the  entire  surface  of  a  portion  of  the  map, 
[with  a  large  camel's  hairbrush;  much  practice  is  re- 
'  quired  to  produce  a  uniform  lint  in  all  its  parts  which 
constitutes  the  chief  beauty  of  this  style  of  coloring. — 
The  second  variety  (shaditig)  is  commenced  \*ith  a 
brush  similar  to  that  used  in  the  foregoing  method;  and 
completed  by  the  application  of  a  wet  sponge,  resem- 
!  bling,  in  form,  a  port  crayon;  with  this  are  produced 
those  nice  graduations  of  tints  fiom  the  strongest  to 
those  almost  imperceptible  shades  which  serve,  not 
only  to  mark  the  sub-divisions,  but  also  to  beautify,  a 
map.  These  modes  of  coloring  are  almost  peculiar  to 
this  country.  With  the  except'on  of  some  English 
1  maps  of  a  recent  date,  nearly  all  European  maps,  with 
j  which  we  are  acquainted,  are  colored  by  a  single  faint 
line  extending  along  the  engraved  boundaries.  This 
mode,  which  1  anner  pi efers  over  all  others,  and  which 
he  has  endeavored  to  introduce  into  mere  general  use. 
here;  serves  every  useful  purpose  for  which  coloring 
is  designed;  snd  is  free  from  the  objection  which  is 
justly  urged  against  the  others,  from  their  liability  to 
impair  in  some  measure ,th;it  clearness  in  the  ei  graving, 
which  is  so  desirable.  The  public  taste,  however,  was 
found  10  be  decidedly  in  favor  of  full  coloring,  and  in 
consequence,  the  lining  system  is  scarcely  everen-ploy. 
ed  except  in  delineating  canals,  rail  roads,  &c.  Among 
the  vari'  us  mechanical  employments  in  which  young 
females  aie  engaged,  there  are  few  more  attractive  or 
beneficial  in  every  point  of  view,  than  that  of  map  co- 
loring. This  appears  to  be  well  understood,  as  appli- 
cations for  admission  of  young  ladies,  who  desire  to  ac- 
quire a  knowledge  of  the  art,  have  always  been  numer- 
ous, and,  of  late,  have  become  still  more  so.  In  addition 
to  the  pecuniary  compensation  (from  thrte  lo  five  dol- 
lars a  week,  each,)  received  by  the  colorers,  they  have 
the  opportunity  of  acquiring  an  extensive  acquaintance 
with  general  geography,  which  the  daily  inspection  of 
maps  cannot  fail  to  impress  upon  their  minds. 

Highly  gratified  by  cur  examination  of  this  branch  of 
the  concern,  we  repaired  to  the  Bindery,  a  spacious 
room  on  the  third  floor  of  the  building,  where  the  por- 
table and  dissected  maps  are  prepared.  The  portable 
maps  are  cut  into  small  sections  of  the  required  dimen- 
sions, (generally  about  3  to  4  inches,)  which  are  pasted 
on  thin  muslin,  sufficiently  apart  from  each  other  lo  al- 
low the  map  to  fold.  Great  attention  is  necessary  in 
placing  the  sections  on  the  canvass,  to  prevent  injury  to 
Ihe  map,  which  would  inevitably  result  from  an  irregu- 


arrang 


:ment  of  the 


vay. 


of  maps  required  in  this  i 
lers  and  vainished. 

Maps  printed  on  Bank-note  or  silk  paper  for  the  use 
of  travellers,  are  also  prepared  in  this  branch  of  the  es- 
tablishment. Large  quantities  of  these  Maps  are  sold 
here  and  sent  off  in  every  direction. 

Immediately  in  front  of  the  bindery  is  an  extensive 
apartment  occupied  by  persons  employed  in  mounting 
maps.  Every  part  of  this  business  is  performed  by  fe- 
males. The  process  of  mounting  is  commenced  by 
stretching  a  sheet  of  canvass  over  a  square  frame,  on 
which  the  several  sheets  composing  the  map  (previously 
coloured)  are  joined  and  pasted.  When  sufficiently 
1  dry,  two  or  three  coats  of  transparent  size  are  applied, 
j  intended  to  produce  a  uniform  surface  and  to  prevent 
the  varnish  (which  is  subsequently  spread  over  its  face) 
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from  sinking  into  (lie  paper.  Wlien  the  varnish  is 
thorouglily  dry  wliich  is  usually  tlie  case  in  two  or  Ihree 
davs,  accordiHff  to  the  state  of  the  weaiher,  the  maps  is 
cut  from  the  frame,  bound  on  two  of  its  edges,  nailed 
upon  rollers,  and  thus  prepared  it  is  ready  for  use. 

Last  week,  we  paid  a  visit  to  the  extensive  location  of 
the  business  of  Mr.  H.  S.  I'anner,  the  eminent  geo- 
grapher. We  were  so  much  struck  with  the  variety 
and  value  of  his  arrangement,  that  we  asked  for  copious 
memoranda  of  the  particulars.'and  embodied  in  the  form 
of  an  editorial  article,  which  is  placed  in  the  second 
page. 

AVe  have  entered  into  detsils  with  regard  to  the  sev- 
eral branches  of  ihs  important  estiiblishment,  under  an 
impression  that  such  an  account  would  prove  accepta- 
ble to  tliose  of  our  readers,  who  have  never  had  an  op- 
portunity of  inspecting  processes  which  are  compara- 
tively new  in  this  country.  The  map  business  in  the 
United  States  is  of  recent  origin.  Twenty  years  since 
there  was  scacely  a  Map  published  here.  Even  maps 
relating  to  our  own  counlry  were  importeclfrom  Europe 
for  the  supply  of  our  libraries  and  schools.  Now  the 
case  is  essentially  altered.  American  maps  are  export- 
ed not  only  to  England  and  Europe  generally,  but  also 
to  every  other  part  of  the  civilized  world  Very  few 
comparatively,  are  now  imporled  from  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  we  feel  jusiified  by  our  late  gratifying  exami- 
nations, in  saying.that  every  process.both  scientific  and 
mechanical,  employed  in  the  formation  of  maps,  has 
reached  such  a  state  of  maturity  in  ihe  Uniied  States, 
as  to  reniler  us  completely  independent  oii  foreign 
countries  for  a  supply  of  this  indispensable  articb. — 
Nat.  Gaz. 


DELAWARE  BREAKWATER. 


DRY  GOODS  DEALERS. 

Agreeably  to  a  call  made  by  the  committee  of  dry 
good  dealers,  in  favor  of  the  present  system  of  mea- 
surement, a  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Exchange, 
MATIHEW  NEWKIUK  in  the  Chair,  and  R.  D. 
Wood  as  Secretary. 

'Ihe  chairman  brie9y  staled  to  the  meeting-  the  course 
pursued  by  the  committee  appointed  at  the  public 
meeting  held  on  the  3Uth  ultimo,  when,  on  motion, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  report  be  accepted  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  resolutions  adopted  by  a  meeting  of  importers, 
commission  merchants,  and  auctioneers,  was  received 
from  their  Chairman  and  Secretary,  and  laid  before  the 
meeting;  when,  on  motion,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  fifteen  be  appointed 
to  co-operate  with  the  corrmiltee  of  importers,  com- 
mission merchants,  and  auctioneers,  who  signed  the 
pledge  (to  take  effect  the  first  inst,)  in  an  application  lo 
Congress  to  establish  a  uniform  standard  of  weights  and 
measures,  and  to  take  such  other  means  for  the  attain- 
ment of  th ;.t  end  as  they  may  deem  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
public  meeting  of  the  30th  be  continued  with  power  to 
fill 


Resolved,   That  the  proceedings   of  this  meeting  be 
published  in  the  papers  of  this  city. 

MATTHEW  NEWKIRK,  Chairman. 
R.  D.  Wood,  Sec'ry. 


The  Wheelin?  Times,  says: — "Travellers  between 
this  place  and  Philadelphia,  will  be  pleased  to  learn 
that  the  proprietors  of  the  People's  Line  Stnge  Compa- 
ny have  made  arrangements  for  conveying  passengers 
from  Wheeling  to  Philadelphia,  by  way  of  Bedford  and 
the  Columbia  rail  road,  in  the  short  time  of  60  hours 
and  at  the  very  low  fare  of  $12. 


EXTBiCTS  FROM  THE  nEPOHT  OF  THi;    -WAR    DEPillTMEST. 

The  present  condition  of  the  woik  at  the  Delaware 
breakwater  is  shown  in  the  report  of  the  Quartermaster 
General,  and  in  that  of  the  commission  lately  instituted 
by  your  orders  to  examine  it.  It  has  been  known  for 
some  time  that  gradual  depo-itions  Were  making  in  the 
vicinity  of  tills  work,  by  which  the  depth  of  water  was 
somewhat  reduced.  But,  until  this  season,  the  process 
was  so  slow  and  uncertain,  that  no  anxiety  was  fell  with 
respect  to  its  final  effect  upon  this  great  national  im- 
provement. Recently,  however,  the  accumulation  of 
sand  in  the  artificial  harbor  has  been  much  more  rapid, 
and  indicated  the  necessity  of  a  thorough  examination 
by  scientific  persons,  in  order  to  ascertain,  if  possible, 
the  causes  of  this  occurrence,  and  to  check  or  obviate 
them.  Tl-.e  views  of  the  officers  selected  for  this  pur- 
pose  will  be  found  in  their  report  ;  and,  agreeably  lo 
your  directions,  they  have  been  adopted  by  the  depart- 
ment. An  estimate  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to 
be  applied  to  this  work,  is  among  the  annual  estimates  of 
the  department,  and  if  approved  by  Congress,  that  sum 
will  be  appropriated  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  the 
report,  lo  the  completion  of  that  part  of  the  work  al- 
ready begun,  and  yet  unfinished.  In  the  mean  time, 
by  a  series  of  obseivations,  frequently  and  carefully 
taken,  the  probable  operation  of  the  tides  and  currents 
may  be  asceriained,  and  the  best  remedy  to  counteract 
them  pointed  out. 

A. 

Lewes,  Del  ,  Nov.  30,  1834. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cas«, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington  : 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  your 
letter  of  October  25th,  we  have  made  an  examination  of 
the  Delaware  breakwater,  and  now  present  the  follow- 
ing report  thereon  : 

It  appeal  s,  by  an  inspection  of  the  maps  representing 
the  state  of  the  works  at  the  close  of  operations  of  each 
year,  that,  since  1830,  every  year  has  presented  new 
additions  to  a  shoal  near  tlie  west  end  of  the  breakwater, 
and  that  within  the  last  year,  particularly,  this  shoal  has 
greatly  increased. 

Before  1833  little  had  been  done  on  the  ice-breaker  ; 
since  that  period  this  work  has  been  brought  nearly  to 
completion,  and  a  shoal  on  either  side  of  this  mass  has 
been  observed  to  be  simultaneously  forming. 

These  are  the  principal  facts  bearing  upon  the  qi;e=- 
tion  before  us  ;  and,  after  a  deliberate  consideration  of 
them,  we  unanimously  concur  in  the  following  opi- 
nions,  viz. 

That  the  next  year's  operations  should  be  confined  to 
giving  to  all  the  work  already  begun  the  ultimate  di- 
mensions,  omitting  any  further  extension  of  the  work 
eastward,  and  waiting  during  the  year,  and,  if  neces- 
sary, for  a  longer  period,  the  further  growth  of  the 
shoal. 

That,  in  the  mean  time,  very  numerous  and  careful 
observations  should  be  made  to  determine  the  precise 
amount  of  enlargement,  both  in  lateral  limits  and  in 
elevation,  of  all  the  shoals. 

That  a  system  of  observations  should  be  steadily  pur- 
sued,  whereby  the  force  and  direction  of  the  flood  and 
ebb  currents,  at  different  times  of  tide,  and  at  different 
distances  from  the  works,  may  be  accurately  given,  asd 
clearly  represented  on  the  map. 

With  the  extension  of  ihe  work  above  water,  herein 
contemplated,  the  immediate  advantage  will  be  obtain- 
ed of  a  considerable  augmentation  of  sheltered  space  ; 
the  same  extension  will  serve  lo  ind  cate,  in  a  more  de- 
cided manner,  the  form  and  magnitude  which  the  ihoals 


expected    ultimately   to   attain  ;    it 


ill   br 


ng 


nearer  to  a  solution   the  important   question   as  to   the 
most  proper  width  to  be  given  to  the  eastern  entrance 
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to  the  harbor.  And  with  the  aid  of  the  infurmation  ob- 
tained by  the  observations  on  the  shoals  and  on  the  tides, 
an  opinion  less  liable  to  error  may  be  formed  as  to  the 
exact  cause  of  the  shoals,  the  extent  to  which  they  may 
reach,  and,  if  remedy  or  coriection  be  possible,  the 
mode  and  manner  of  remedy  or  correction. 

Sooner  than  herein  cuntem|  lated  we  believe  it  would 
be  preirature  to  resolve  on  any  other  cliange  than  ihat 
indicated  of  the  original  project,  as  we  believe  it  would 
aUo  be  premature  now  to  fix  upon  ihe  matters  of  detail 
in  the  style  or  manner  of  the  uliimale  finish. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respedtfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 
IH.  S.  JESUP, 
Major  General  and  Quartermaster  General. 
JOS.  F.  TOTTEN, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Colonel. 
S.  THAYKR, 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel. 


Prcsfjiie  Isle  Harbor,  Ptnnsylvania. — The  depth  of 
Water  at  the  entrance  is  the  same  as  last  year,  twelve 
feet,  and  from  thence  to  the  borough  piers  nine  and  a 
half  feet  at  its  shoalest  place.  1  he  borough  piers  are 
now  made  convenient  for  boats  to  la>  alongside,  land 
their  passengers,  discharge  their  loading,  and  take  in 
wood,  and  are  found  more  convenient  than  the  United 
States  works.  The  inlet  across  the  Presque  Isle  near 
the  west  end  of  the  harbor  presents  no  appearance  of 
any  change  since  Ihe  survey  was  taken  on  the  first  of 
August,  and  communicated  to  the  department  on  the 
12ih  of  the  same.  No  sensible  effect  has  since  been 
produced  by  this  inlet  on  the  eastern  entrance  of  the 
harbor.  Tlie  effects  ot  the  currents  and  counter-cur- 
rents on  the  sand  on  which  the  piers  are  placed  renc'er 
any  estimates  tliat  can  be  made  for  completing  them 
uncertain.  The  currents,  which  are  constantly  selling 
m  or  out  of  the  harijor  at  the  Tate  of  from  two  to  three 
miles  an  hour,  ind  frequently  changing  every  hour, 
have  a  powerful  effect  in  removing  the  sand.  In  my 
annual  repoi  t,  I  submitted  the  estimates  for  closing  the 
breach  at  the  junction  of  the  south  breakwater  and  pier. 
The  quantity  of  stone  then  cstim.ited  for  the  object  be- 
ing five  hundred  cords,  double  the  quantity  o(  stone 
than  then  estimated  will  be  required.  Eight  hundred 
cords  have  already  been  placed  In  the  breach,  and  two 
hundred  cords  more,  according  to  calculation,  will  be 
required,  making,  in  the  whole,  one  thousand  cord*. 
The  stone  have  been  ihiown  in  on  a  line  with  the 
piles.and  suffered  to  roll  down  and  graduate  themselves. 
At  the  extremity  of  the  bar  there  is  now  thirty  feet  of 
water.  In  many  other  places  deep  basins  have  been 
worn,  and  will  sv\  allow  up  more  stone  than  was  calcu- 
lated. Other  places  alongside  of  the  breakwater  have 
filled  up  willi  sand,  where  there  was  a  licplh  of  from 
six  to  eight  feet,  and  a  breach  foimed  for  several  rods. 
The  breach  in  other  places  has  disappeared,  and  a  basin 
formed  six  to  eight  feet  deep  ;  these  changes  have  ta- 
ken place  in  several  instances  within  the  last  two  years. 
What  will  be  the  efiects  of  placing  stone  on  each  side 
of  the  piers  and  breakwater,  time  alone  can  determine. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  this  is  the  only  method  that  can  be 
adopted  to  give  strength  and  permanency  to  the  woik  : 
furthermore,  as  fast  as  the  stone  within  the  piers  or 
breakwater,  or  on  the  outside,  settle,  to  bring  lliem  up 
ti  tiieir  proper  height  by  adding  more,  and  cuutinuing 
the  supply  until  a  firm  base  is  secured.  When  tliis  im- 
portant end  is  gained,  and  a  superstructure  of  solid  ma- 
son work  executed  the  whole  length  of  the  piers  and 
breakwaters,  the  woik  may  be  considered  complete;! 
when  the  constant  watchfulness  and  repairs  wliicli  they  i 
now  require,  may,  in  a  great  measure,  be  dispensed 
with. 

From  Calculation,  1,000  cords  of  stone,  in  addition  to 
the  estimates  of  1833,  will  be  required  for  1835,  amount- 1 
ing,  with  the  contingencies,  to  ^5,000  ;  this  sum,  with  i 


the  balance  now  remaining,  will  be  sufficient  for  all  ex- 
penditures previous  to  commencing  the  mason  work. 

Two  valuable  quairies  of  st.  ne,  which  promises  a 
large  supply  for  constructing  these  works,  have  been 
opened  this  season  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  witliin 
one  mile  of  the  piers.  The  stone  ran  be  taken  by 
scows  direct  to  the  works  without  the  expense  of  cart- 
ing. The  stratum  has  a  smooth  suiface  of  equal  thick- 
ness ;  is  from  18  to  20  inches  tlick,  and  can  he  easily 
wrought  to  any  length  or  breadth  required.  Stone  of 
this  description,  and  so  conveniently  situated,  will 
grealy  facilitate  the  operation  of  Ihe  mason  work. 
An  estimate  of  the  stone,  lime,  and  mason  work  required 

for  the  top  of  the  piers  and  breakwaters,  commencing 

at  low  water  mark,  at  the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle. 
South  breakwater  3,450  feel  in 

length,  8  feet  by  3  in  length,    58,800  cub.  f^. 
North    breakwater,  3,000  feet 

in    length,    8    feet   by  3   in 

length,  .         .         .  72,000 

South  pier,  800  feet  in  length, 

14  feet  by  4  in  length,  44,800 

North  pier,   1,250  ft.  in  length, 

14  ft.  by  5  in  length,  87,500 

263,100 
Estimated  at  12i  cts.  per  c.  ft.  delivered 

at  the  works >32,887  50 

All  the  stone  to  be  large,  none  less  than 

half  a  ton. 
Coping  for   breakwaters  to  be  8  feet  in 

length,,  and  for  piers  7  feel:  1  barrel 

of  water  lime  every  128  cubic  feet  of 

wall  is  2,055  J,  at  J2  per  barrel         .  4,11100 

Laying  263,100  feet  of   masonry,    at  6 

cents  the  cubic   foot,  furnishing  Ihtir 

own  sand 15,786  CO 

Superintending,  say         ....         2,0U0   00 
Taking  down    old  piers  level  with    Ihe 

water l.O^iO  ftft 

Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies,         .         5,578  49 

^61,362  95 

DIVIDENDS  FOR  THE    LAST  SIX  MONTHS. 

American  Insurance  Company,  5  per  cent. 

Bank  United  Slates,                '  SJ     " 

Pennsylvania  Life  Insurance  Co.  3       " 

Lehigh  Cial  Company,  3J     " 

Union  Insurance  Co.  5       " 

S.  Permanent  Bridge,  4       •' 

Bank  North  America,  3        '* 
Delaware  and  liarilan  Canal  and  Cam- J 

den  and  Amboy  Rail  Road  Co.  3     3" 

Cumberland  Bank,  (N.  J.)  3       •« 

Atlantic  Insurance  Co.  5       " 

Marine  Insurance  Co.  5       " 

Fire  Insurance  Co.  of  Philadelphia,  3       " 

Philadelphia  Savings  Institution,  3 J     •• 

Trenton  Bankii.g  Co-  gl  20  on    each  share — U.   S. 
Gazette. 
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PaiLADELPBiA  SAVINGS  IssTiTCTios,  Jan.  5,  1835. 

In  compliance  with  the  charier,  the  undersigned,  op- 
pointed  a  committee  by  the  Directois  thereof,  to  make 
and  publi-h  a  statement  of  the  afl^airs  of  tlie  said  institu- 
tion, met  for  that  purpose  at  the  office,  on  the  third 
instant. 

We  proceeded  to  examine  the  several  statements  of 
the  office,  and  to  compare  them  minutely  and  carefully 
with  the  entries  on  the  books,  the  vouchers  of  pa\ment, 
and  disbursements  and  the  amount  of  cash  on  hand.  It 
gives  us  pleasure  to  state,  that  we  find  the  whole  to 
correspond  w  ith  the  statements  submitted  to  us  witU 
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perfect  accuracy,  and  to  exiiibit  a  very  saisfactory  result 

of  the  operaiinns  of  the  last  six  months. 
Tlie  committee  submii  the  lollowin^  statement,  as  the 

result  ot  their  examinitiun. 

y'Ae  thiUdelphia  Savings  Institution  in  account  cur- 
rent, 

DR. 

To  capital  stock  paul  in,  $59,090,  00 

"amount  received  from  special,  weekly 

and  transient  deposilors,  114,929,  Oo 

"interest  on  loans,  4,614  87 

"unclaimed dividends,  292  50 


gl78.926  40 


By  cush  on  hand, 

"  loans  on  real  estate  stock,  and  other 


secunues, 
'  expenses  fur  six  months. 


$178,926  40 
GEORGE  W. SOUTH. 
CHARLES   ROBB. 
CHAS.  BARHINGTON,  Jr. 
J.  P.  NOURIS,  Jr. 
MORGAN  ASH. 


We  find  in   the  Harrisburg  Chronicle  the  following 
letter,  which  sets  forth  a  good  degree  of  enterprize. 
Extract  of  a  Utter,  dated 

HoLiDATSBuno,  Dec.  22,  1834. 

Would  yoa  believe  it?  A  canal  pucket  boat  arrived 
at  this  port  a  few  days  since,  from  Utica,  on  the  Erie 
c  >nal,  in  the  slate  of  New  York.  She  did  not  come 
round  by  the  Hudson,  or  the  Raritaii,  or  by  the  Jeisey 
canal,  or  the  Delaware,  nor  by  the  Schuylkill  and 
Union  canals.  No!  but  by  a  route  not  thought  of 
everyday  by  the  best  of  our  improvement  men.  Slie 
departed  from  Utica  for  Montezuma  on  the  Erie  ca- 
nal, thence  by  the  Seneca  canal  to  Geneva  on  Seneca 
lake,  thence  from  the  lake  to  Elmira  at  the  head  of  the 
Chemung  canal,  thence  by  the  Chemung  canal  to  the 
Chemung  river,  thence  down  that  river  to  the  North 
Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  thence  down  the  North 
Branch  to  the  pool  of  Namicoke — thence  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal  to  the  mouth  of  the  Juniata  canal  to 
Hollidaysburg,  having  thus  traversed  by  water  a  dis- 
tance of  about  four  hundred  and  eighty  miles. 

The  packet  is  constructed  on  a  new  model  for  canal 
boats,  being  composed  of  two  hulls  formed  in  the 
shape  of  long  narrow  batteaux,  upon  which  tlie  cabin 
is  built.  She  is  to  run  during  the  next  season  between 
Harrisburg  and  Columbia.  Her  owner  is  Mr.  Dog'ittle, 
an  enterprising  Yorker,  who  is  engaged  at  this,  and  at 
Johnstown,  in  building  the  packet  boats  which  are  to 
form  the  new  passenger  line  that  is  to  commence  run- 
ning next  spring,  between  Pittsburg  and  Columbia 

From  Nanticoke  to  the  Chemung  river  it  is  about 
one  hundred  and  five  miles,  and  thence  to  the  mnuth 
of  the  Chemung  canal  it  is  twenty  miltrs;  of  this  dis- 
tance about  one  hundred  and  five  miles  are  in  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania.  If  the  North  Branch  canal  should 
be  continued  to  the  Chemung  at  Tioga  Point,  and 
thence  by  that  river  to  the  Chemung  canal,  by  slack- 
water,  which  is  said  to  be  very  practicable,  we  would 
have  free  communication  with  the  interior  of  the  great 
Empire  State;  thereby  opening  an  extensive  market  to 
the  black  diamonds  of  the  Lackawana,  and  iron  of  the 
mountain  regions  of  the  Juniata. 

I  am  not,  however,  in  favour  of  any  extension  of  our 
canal  system  at  present,  with  the  exception  of  the  ci 
cut  to  the  Ohio  canal,  which  ought  to  be  made  by  all 
means.  These  hints  are  only  thrown  out  for  the  con- 
sideration of  those  who  may  be  disposed  to  take  up 
the  subject  at  some  future  and  more  auspicious  period. 
Respectfully,  Sec. 


1HE  WEATHER. 

Stvere  Night.— ^\e  learn  frnm  the  New  York  Times 
that  the  passtngeis  who  It-ft  this  city  on  Monday 
morning  lor  New  Yoik  by  the  Camden  and  Amboy 
Rail  Koad,  reached  Burlington  at  about  11  A.  M.,  and 
tliere  took  the  cars.  At  6  P.  M.  they  were  about  four 
miles  from  Amboy,  and  in  one  of  those  d^ep  cutting', 
were  the  ground  ascends,  they  weie  at  last  brought  up 
by  a  monstrous  snow  drift,  which  arrested  all  lurtlier 
progress.  No  effort  availed  to  force  the  cars  over  the 
obstacle,  though  they  backed  repeatedly  to  such  a  dis- 
tance as  to  acquire  their  fullest  momentum.  The  pas- 
seiigers,  many  of  them  ladies,  had  been  without  lood 
since  leaving  Philadelphia,  and  now  with  this  tremen- 
dous storm  of  snow  drifting  with  the  howling  wind, 
had  the  prospect  of  passing  the  piercingly  cold  night 
in  the  cars.  Itwasp.opused  that  some  of  the  party 
should  proceed  on  fool  to  Amboy,  and  procure  means 
for  bringing  on  the  rest,  but  the  lour  miles,  through 
unbroken  snow  drifts,  with  the  falling  snow  driving  so 
furiously  in  their  faces,  seemed  too  hard  a  valk,  and  it 
was  given  up.  Fifteen  or  twenty  of  the  passengers 
then  started,  about  lU  o'clock,  to  walk  back  about  a 
mile,  to  a  litile  house  wliich  they  had  passed,  where 
they  sat  up  all  night,  but  with  iht  comforts  ot  fire  and 
shelter.  When  they  had  departed,  six  or  seven  of 
those  who  remained,  seeing  the  sad  condition  of  their 
fellow  passengers,  and  especially  the  ladies,  set  out  on 
loot  for  Amboy,  and  after  unpaialleled  fatigue  and  suf- 
fering, reached  three  in  about  three  hours  and  a  half. 
They  were  able  to  procure  two  sleighs,  which  were 
sent  to  bruig  on  the  ladies  of  the  party.  They  arrived 
at  the  beleaguered  cars  about  five  o'clock  iH  the  morn- 
ing, and  touk  off  the  unfortunate  females,  who  were 
nearly  exhausted.  By  day-break  the  people  of  the 
nei|.hbourhood  were  aroused,  and  gathering  in  with 
their  sleighs,  the  whole  party  were  transported  to  Am- 
boy, and  gut  aboard  the  boat  between  eight  and  nine 
in  the  morning.  The  boat  took  the  outward  passage 
to  avoid  the  ice  on  the  ch.innel  between  Staten  Island 
and  New  Jersey,  and  reached  New  York  about  2  P.  M- 
on  Tuesday. 


Ssow. — It  commenced  snowing  about  9  o'clock  on 
Sunday  evening,  and  continued  wilhcut  much  inter- 
mission until  9  o'clock  on  Monday  evening,  though  tlie 
quantity  of  snow  fallen  is  not  large,  say  8  ur  ten  inches. 
1  he  weather  cleared  up  after  twelve  o'clock,  but  on 
yesterday  morning  about  six,  the  sky  again  became  ob- 
scured, and  gave  every  indication  of  a  fall  of  rain. — 
Germanlown  Tel- 

HiMBrao. 
Ssow    about  one  foot  deep  now   cover  our  streets, 
anditissill  snowing.     The  sleigh  bells'    "merry  jin- 
gle" greet  our  ears  from  all  quarters. 

Milton,  Jan.  3. 
We  had  a  great  fall  of  snow  on  Monday  last.     It  now 
lies  in  this  vicinity  of  an  average  depth,  from  fifteen 
inches  to  two  feet. — Sleighing  good.— Millonian. 


THE  WEATHER.  — PHILADELPHIA. 

A  gentleman  called  in  yesterday  to  say  that  he  had 
just  returned  from  the  nothern  part  of  Chester  County, 
where,  on  Sunday  moining,  at  j-  before  8  oclock,  the 
Mercury  in  the  Thermometer  stood  at  10°  below  Zero, 
and  on  Monday  morning  at  the  same  lime,  it  was  12° 
below  Zero.— 6^.  5.  Gaz. 


From  the  Philadelpliia  Gazette. 
THE   WEATHER. 

The   severity  of  the   weather,  within  the  last  three 
days,  has  never  been  exceeded  at  any  time  in  this  city. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


within  our  recollection,  -altliough  there  may  have  been  i 
a  single  colder  day  j 

Saturday  the  3d  Inst  was  a  severe  day,  but  there  was 
not  ice  enough  in  the  Delaware  to  stop  the  navigation, 
and  the  steamboats  departed  in  the  morning  a^.  usual. 
Towards  evening  it  became  colder,  and  at  U  at  night, 
the  thermometer,  under  a  piazza^exposed  to  the  south, 
in  a  central  part  of  the  city,  had  fallen  to  13.  The  Ui;- 
laware,  opposite  the  city,  was  frozen  over  during  the 
night. 

On  Sunday  morning,  at  20  minutes  before  8,  which 
was  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  suniise,  the  same 
thermometer  was  at  4^.  At  10  A.  M.  it  rose  to  13, 
and  at  half  past  1  P.M.  it  stood  at  32,  the  freezing 
point. 

At  5  o'clock  it  had  fallen  to  12 

At  7         "         it  was  at  12 

At9         '■         at  11 

At  10       "         at  10 

And  this  morning  at  20  minutes  before  8  o'clock, 
it  was  down  to  3  degrees  above  zero.  The  navigation 
will  now  probably  be  closed  until  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary. 

At  the  Exchange,  with  a  Northern  exposure,  the  ther- 
mometer was 

At  7  A.  M.  on  Sunday,  at  3 

At  7  A.  M.  this  day,  iMonday)  2 

The  ice  on  the  Delaware  is  strong  enough  to  bear 
horses  and  sledges. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  a  friend  who  resides  in 
Chesnut,  below  Thirteenth  street,  has  stepped    into  our 
office,  and  given  us  the  following  statement  of  the  ther- 
mometer at  his  house  with  a  Northern  exposure. 
Sunday — 6  A.  M.  2  degrees  below  zero. 

9     "  zero. 

1  P.  M-  10  above  zero. 

Monday— 6  A.  M.  4  below  zero. 

9     "  zero. 

From  another  source  in  Walnut  street  above  12th, 
we  learn  that  the  mercury  this  morning  was  at  2  below 
zero,  at  6  o'clock,  with  a  Northern  exposure. 

We  should  be  gl.d  to  receive  from  some  inhabitant  of 
Si'Uthwaik,  a  statement  of  the  weather  in  that  quarter 
during  the  last  two  days. 

THE  WEATHER  AGAIN. 

The  following  statement  is   furnished  by  a  gentleman 
residing  near  the  corner  of  Walnut  and  9th  streets,  the 
thermometer  having  a  N.  E.  direction 
Jan.  3—8  P.  M.  28  above  zero. 

"     4—7  A.  M.  zero. 

"     "     2  P.  M:  14  above. 

"     "—8  P.  M.  10     " 

"     5— 7  A.M.  1  below.— /6. 

The  Weatbeb — The  cold  continues  to  be  intense. 
The  thermometer  was   yesterday  at  4  P.  M.  at  28°,  at 

6  P.  M.  at  23°,  and  at  11  P.  M.  at  13°.     This  morning 

7  o'clock  it  was  as  low  as  6°,  and  at  9  had  only  risen  to 
7°.  We  doubt  if  so  long  a  series  of- cold  days,  is 
within  the  recollection  of  any  of  our  citizens  of  middle 
age. — lb.  Jan.  7- 

A  remarkable  change  took  place  in  the  weather  on 
Sunday.  Saturday  was  comparatively  mild  for  the  sea- 
son, as  were-also  several  preceding  days.  Not  a  par- 
ticle of  ice  was  to  be  seen,  when  on  Sunday  morning 
the  wind  got  to  the  N.  West,  and  blew  with  great  violence, 
accompanied  by  a  degree  of  coldness,  which  made  it 
freeze  in  the  shade  during  the  whole  day.  Our  ther- 
mometer at  1  P.  M  in  a  warm  piazza,  exposed  to  the 
South,  was  at  42,  at  6  at  22,  at  9  o'clock  at  14,  andves- 
terday  morning  at  half  pa-t  6  o'clock  it  was  but  9  de- 
grees above  zero.  As  we  saw  it  with  our  own  eyes, 
we  can  vouch  for  the  f.ct.  If  our  recollection  serves, 
there  was  not  so  cold  a  night  during  the  whole  of  the 
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last  winter.     The  Schuylkill  is  frozen  over,  but  there 
is  no  ice  in  the  Delaware  opposite  the  city. — lb. 

JiH.  7. 

The  Weather. — Within  the  last  twenty- four  hours 
there  has  been  a  great  change  in  the  weather.  The 
thermometer,  which  stood  yesterday  at  1-4  before  7 
o'clock,  at  3°  above  zero,  was  this  morning  at  the 
same  hour  at  20°  above.  The  wind  since  an  eaily  hour 
this  morning,  has  been  blowing  hard  from  a  north  east- 
erly direction,  but  is  now  clear.  The  thermometer  on 
which  our  personal  observations  are  made,  was  at  6 
P.  M.  yesterday,  (Monday)  and  at  20,  andatlC,  P.  M. 
at  17,  which  we  mention  to  keep  up  the  chain  of  the 
last  three  days. — Com.  Herald. 

The  slate  of  the  thermometer  in  West  Chester,  on 
Sunday  last,  at  sun  rise,was  2 dtgt^es below  zero,.Mon- 

day  at  sun  rise  3  J. 

The  Ice  Boat. — On  Saturday  we  noticed  the  arrival 
of  this  boat  fi-om  New  York,  built  by  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  Rail  Road  Company,  and  intended  to  ply  be- 
tween this  city  and  Camden,  during  the  obstruction  of 
the  river  Delaware.  Yesterday  we  witnessed  the  trial 
of  her  powers  and  if  we  are  to  judge  from  this  first  at- 
tempt, we  should  say  she  «as  fully  competent  for  the 
performance  of  the  objects  of  her  construction.  The 
ice  was  about  three  inches  thick,  yet  she  forced  her 
way  through  it  without  much  difficulty,  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  hundreds  who  had  assembled  on  the 
wharves  to  witness  her  first  performance. — Commerciat 
Herald. 

We  are  informed  that  the  new  steam  ferry  boat  of  the 
Camden  and  Amboy  Rail  Road  Company,  left  Maiket 
street  wharf,  this  morning,  at  2  minutes  past  8  o'clock, 
(or  Camden,  with  the  passengers  for  New  York,  and 
the  train  of  cars  left  Camden,  at  25  minutes  past  8, 
making  the  time  in  crossing,  the  boat  having  to  cut  her 
way  through   the  ice,  and  s  arting  the  cars  33  minutes. 

DELAWARE  AND  RARITAN  CANAL. 

Lime  and  Limes/one. — Since  the  opening  of  this 
work  in  July  last,  97  vessels  entered  the  locks  at  Bor- 
dentown,  laden  with  the  following  amount  of  lime  and 
limestone,  nearly  all  of  which  came  from  the  quarries 
and  limekilns  on  the  Schuylkill,  Pennsylvania,  3,569,722 
lbs.,  lime,  equal  to491,21  bushels,  of  which  181,100  lbs. 
went  to  New  York;  the  balance  went  to  landings  on  the 
canal,  mostly  for  agricuUural  purposes;  and  4,357,288 
lbs.  of  limestone,  all  of  which  was  landed  at  different 
places  upon  the  canal  for  different  purposes.  The  last 
named  ai  tide  would,  when  made  into  hme,  make  the 
total  quantity  brought  from  Pennsylvania,  for  the  sup- 
ply of  that  market  alone,  equal  75,000  bushels — Inq. 

THE     REGISTER- 


PHILADELPHIA,  JANUARY  10,   1835. 

By  the  numerous  extracts  inserted  this  week  it  will 
be  seen  that  for  the  last  week  or  ten  days,  there  has 
been  an  unusually  severe  spell  of  cold  weather.  The 
Delaware  is  now  crossed  upon  the  ice  with  horses  and 
sleighs — and  the  ice  is  said  to  be  one  foot  thick. 

We  expected  to  furnish  the  Index  this  week,  but 
owing  to  some  disappointments  it  will  not  be  published 
till  next  week — although  it  is  now  nearly  all  in  type. 

Printed  every  Saturday  morning  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEDDES,  No.  9  Library  street. 
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MERRICK'S  REPORT  ON  GAS  MANUFACTORIES 

Report^  upon  an  examination  nfsimie  of  the  Gas  Manu- 
fadorits  in  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Belgium, 
under  a  resolution  passed  bi/  the  Select  and  Common 
Council  nf  the  C'iti/  of  Philadelphia,  January  2d,  1834, 
authorizing  the  Gas  Committee  to  engage  a  competent 
person  to  proceed  to  Europe  fur  the  purpose  <^  examin- 
ing Gas  IVurks,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  best 
'  rntat  on  as  to  the  construction  of  works,  the  manner 
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of  mamificturiiig    Gas,    and  in  general  moke  such 

■observations  as  may  be  useful,  in  the  event  of  Councils 

determining  to  adopt  a  plan  for  lighting  the  city  with 

6'<«— I5t  S.  V.  Mehuick. 
To  the  Select  and  Common    Councils  of  tlie  City    of 
Fl.iladelphla. 
(  Concluded  from  page  22. ) 

Ha\ing'  in  tlie  preceding  remarks  attempted  to  show 
the  system  to  be  pursued  for  the  carbonization  of  coal 
on  ihe  most  economical  plan,  our  attention  is  next  call- 
ed to  the  capacity  of  works  required  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  city,  the  mode  of  construciion,  and  their  loca- 
tion, before  proceeding  to  desciibe  the  machinery  in 
detail. 

To  Helermine  the  ultimate  demand  for  g-as,  to  supply 
with  light  an  improving  city  like  Philadelphia,  is  a 
task  for  which  we  can  command  no  certain  data,  and 
which,  if  attempted,  mustbepuiely  hypothetical. 

Before  planning  new  works,  the  usual  and  most  na- 
tural Course  is  to  make  ati  approximate  estimate  of  tlie 
wants  of  the  place,  and  probable  demand;  but  in  most 
old  woiks  that  have  come  under  notice,  laid  out  upon 
such  estimates,  the  demand  has  increased  of  late  years 
so  unexpecte'lly,  thit  the  sites  and  arrangements  are 
lountl  fartno  limited  for  present  purposes,  and  the  re- 
spective parts  (if  these  establishments  are  in  many  cases 
disproportionate  to  the  work  required  of  them. 

To  plan  works  On  any  hypoth'  tical  calculatibn  as  to 
eventual  demand,  woidd  without  doubt  be  a  fruitful 
source  of  error,  requiring  some  parts  more  extensive 
than  would  at  present  be  required.  With  the  risk  of 
their  being  too  small  for  future  exigencies. 

Such  estimates,  therefbre,  are  only  requisite  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  the  size  of  the  leading  mains,  or 
great  arteries,  for  the  transmission  of  the  gas  from  the 
works  to  the  ciiy,  which  without  doubt  ought  to  be 
laid  of  sufficient  capacity  to  meet  any  contingency;  but 
for  the  works  themselves,  the  estimate  of  capacity 
should  be  confined  to  the  probable  present  demand, 
and  the  establishment  constructed  complete  as  a  whole 
to  meet  that  demand,  leaving  the  future  wants  to  be 
supplied  by  a  similar  range  of  works  constructed  by 
the  side  of 'the  original  estabi:shment. 

The  advantages  which  may  he  expected  from  such 
an  arrangement,  I  apprehend  will  be. 

First.  That  the  works  may  be  built  upon  a  uniform  ; 
and  symmetrical  plan,  with  the  capacity  of  each  part 
calculated  to  meet  the  wants  of  every  other  part. 

Second.  That  no  unnecessary  capital  may  be  expend-  , 
ed  in  preparing,  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  future  ) 
wants,  parts  lYthe  work  now  requned  ofa  small  di- 
mension-^such  as  purifiers,  condensers,  Sec. 

Third.   That  in  any   future  increase,  the  fullest  ad-  ; 
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vantage  may  be  derived  from  our  own  experience,  and 
the  advancement  of  Ihe  art  elsewhel-e,  in  adopting  im- 
provements that  may  occur. 

A  fourth  reason  for  recommending  the  plan  ofa  se- 
ries of  minor  works  has  forced  itself  on  my  attention, 
while  passing  through  some  of  the  great  works  of  Eng- 
land, viz.  the  difficulty  ofpreserving  a  uniform  system  of 
I  working,  and  of  placing  individual  responsibility  on 
i  the  workmen  engaged  in  managing  long  ranges  of 
!  retorts. 

I  have  scarce  ever  seen  in  a  large  work  a  uniformi'y 
of  heating  or  found  the  superintendent  who  could  form 
an  accurate  judgment  of  the  result  of  any  particular 
I  mode  of  operation. 

I  In  such  establishments,  a  general  knowledge  of  aver- 
age operations  can  he  readily  attained,  but  nothing 
definite.  It  is  all  important  in  a  work  where  so  much 
depends  upon  Ihe  care  of  stokers,  that  means  should 
be  in  Ihe  hands  of  Ihe  manager  to  judge  accurately  of 
the  operations  of  each,  which  can  only  be  effectually 
'  done  by  sub-dividing  the  work,  having  a  station  meter 
'  attached  to  each  di\ision,  to  record  the  product  of  eve- 
ry bencli  of  retorts.  1  have  gi  n.  rally  found  small  works 
doing  much  better  than  those  upon  a  large  scale. 
I  It  is  proliable  'hai  the  cost  of  labour  will  be  a  little 
j  enhanced  duiing  the  summer,  when  full  work  is  not 
required;  but  this  disadvantage  will  be  more  than  coun- 
i  lerbalanced  by  the  important  benefit  that  will  result  by 
I  being  able  to  keep  the  operation  of  the  works  under 
the  most  perfect  control. 

In  selecting  a  site  upon  which  to  construct  the  worksj 
the  choice  must  be  governed  by  very  simple  princi- 
pies. 

The  specific  gravity  of  the  gas  being  less  than  thai 
of  atmospheric  ail',  the  natural  tendency  of  that  fluid  is 
to  ascend;  the  level  therefore,  of  the  distributing  sta- 
i'wn,  should  be  at  the  lowest  point  of  the  ])lane  to  be 
lighted.  Such  a  location  is  always  desirable,  and  if  it 
can  be  obtained,  should  be  preferred;  but  as  it  is  not 
always  practicable,  experience  has  shown  that  con- 
siderable depression  may  be  overcome  without  affect* 
ing  in  an  undue  degree  the  equality  of  the  issue  at  the 
burners. 

When  great  descents  are  to  be  overcome,  distinct 
stations  are  deemed  necessary,  effectually  to  attain  this 
object.  I  apprehend  that  without  resorting  to  this  ex- 
pensive mode  of  regulation,  depressions  of  forty  feet 
may  be  overcome  in  a  district  so  small  as  this  city. 

The  evil  resulting  from  inequality  of  pressure  is  most 
felt  when  the  gas  is  sold  by  the  lime  of  burning,  and 
not  by  the  quantiiy  consumed. 

In  the  former  case  tlie  consumers  are  very  careless 
about  regulating  the  issue  of  their  gas,  as  the  expense 
toiliem  is  unchanged,  and  the  cost  of  the  additional 
quantity  consumed  by  those  burners,  placed  on  an  ele- 
vated position  is  borne  by  tlie  gas  maker.  If,  however) 
the  meter  system  is  adopted  and  carried  into  universal 
effect,  the  consumers  take  care  to  regulate  their  fl.ime 
to  their  own  wants,  .ind  no  loss  accrues  to  any  one. 

Other  important  considerations  in  fixing  the  locationj 
arc  convenience  to  navigation,  to  a  coal  market,  and  to 
a  market  for  vending  coke.  All  the  materials  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  gas  are  bulky,  and  consequent'y  of 
expensive  transportation.  To  avoid  this  additional  eostj 
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is  a  matter  of  paramount  importance.  It  is  fortunate 
that  tlie  natural  poMtion  of  the  city  is  sucli,  ll.at  an  easy 
distribution  of  gas  is  compatible  with  all  lliese  otjects. 

Under  the  view  here  stated,  it  is  only  requisite  to  en- 
ter into  an  estimate  of  the  capaci  y  of  works  suitable  to 
the  immediate  wants  of  the  comnumity,  giving' a  gene- 
ral idea  of  the  probable  cost  of  their  construction. 

This  estimate  will  be  based  on  tie  supposition,  that 
the  most  populous  part  of  the  city  will  first  claim  the 
attention  of  Councils,  and  that  provision  for  four  thou- 
sand public  and  private  lights,  will  probably  be  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the   demand  for  two   or  three  years,  di- 


that  the  process  is  effectually  completed  only  by  bring- 
ing the  gas  into  contact  with  cold  solid  substances. 
In  some  of  the  works  in  Scotland,  this  principle  is  car- 
ried out  to  an  extreme  length,  and  tlielr  condensing 
i-pparatus  is  arranged  so  as  to  filter  all  the  gas  through 
vessels  filled  with  "ferni"  "oak  twigs,"  "stones,"  or 
any  other  substance,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  separate 
the  panicles  of  gas  from  each  other  during  tlieir  passage, 
and  bring  them  in  contact  with  the  substances  through 
which  they  pass.  So  far  as  observation  leads  to  a  cor- 
rect opinion,  it  would  appear  that  works  in  which  a  re- 
duction of  temperature  alone  is  regarded,  the  conden 


vided  in  the  ratio  of  three  hundred  public  and  thirty-  sation  is  but  imperfectly  completed;  but  when  means 
seven  hundred  private  burners.  In  estimating  the  ca-  are  taken  to  bring  ti.e  gas  in  contact  with  solid  siib- 
paciiy  of  the  works  for  the  supply  of  this  demand,  the  s'ances  by  filtration,  or  a  constant  cliange  in  the  direc- 
grealest  quantity  of  gas  required  in  any  one  n  ght,  must  tion  of  the  conduit,  the  effect  is  made  evident  by  % 
be  the  basis  of  calculation.  more  perfect  condensation. 

Say  300  public  lights  burning  thirteen  hours,  |      In   works  which  have   come  under  notice,  the  con- 

at  four  feet  of  gas  per  hour,  300-{-4+13,         15,600  j  densersare  made  in  every  variety  ofsh^pe  which  suited 
3700  private  burners,  average  time  of  burning  the  views  of  the  constructor;  without,  however,  in  many 

four  hours,at  four  feet  per  bour,3700-f-4-^-4,    59,200    cases,  keeping  in  mind    these    principles.     While   it 


Total  gas  required  in  i 


light,  cubic  feet. 


I  would  be  a  useless  task  to  describe  each  variety,  they 


74,800  I  may  be  divided  generally  into  two  classes:  the  air,  and 
the  water  condensers,   or  those  in  which  the  tempera- 
It  has  already  been  shown  that  the  retorts  recom-  !  ture  is  reduced  by  the  action  of  the  air,  or  by  immer- 
mended,  will  carbonize  one  and  a  halfbushtlsof  coal  at  !  sion  in  water. 

a  charge,  which,  at  six  charges  in  twenty-four  hours,!  The  wati  r  condensers  are  usually  either  pipes  im- 
makes  a  total  of  nine  bushels  of  coal  to  each  retort.  mersed  ii  water,  or  oblong  boie^  of  cast  iron,  conimii- 

How  far  we  may  be  succesful  in  obtaining  a  coal,  I  nicating  at  their  ends,  and  exier.ding  from  two  to  seven 
which  will  yield  a  quantity  of  gas  equal  to  the  New  ;  hundred  feet  in  length;  or  in  some  cases.upright  pipes. 
Castle  coal,  is  yet  to  be  determined;  but  I  feel  warrant-  '  connected  at  the  t"p  and  bottom,  surrounded  with  a 
ed  in  saying  that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  '  cast  iron  tank,  filled Ariih  water. 

a  material  to  produce  twelve  thousand  feet  of  gas  to  the  The  air  condensers  are  usually  a  series  of  upright 
chaldron;  and  shall,  therefore,  estimate  the  produce  of  pipes,  connected  at  the  top  and  bottom,  having  vents 
each  retort  at  three  thousand  cubic  feet.  at  the  lower  bends  for  the  discharge  of  the  condensed 

To  insure   against  accident  and  loss  in  distribution,    matters,  tar,  &c. 
there  will  be  required   a  bench  of  thirty  reiorts  to  pro-        The  general  principles  upon   which  this  part  of  the 
duce  this  quantity;  and,  on  that  scale,  recommend  that    apparatus  is  to  operate,  being  known,   its  form  n  ay  be 
the  works  be  constructed.  varied  to  suit  the  circumstances  oftbe  place  in  which 

In  stating  this  proportion  of  public  and  private  lights,  it  it  is  to  be  erected;  and  that  form  which  is  the  simplest, 
should  be  observed,  that  the  ratio  is  likely  to  diminish  taking  up  the  least  space,  and  which  costs  the  least  mo- 
after  the  pipes  pass  into  streets  less  occupied  for  busi-  ney,  is  undoubtedly  to  be  preferrtd,  provided  it  wHI 
ness,  until  the  gas  is  generally  introduced  into  private  j  perform  its  functions  with  equal  certainty.  As  the  air 
houses.  condenser  comes  under  all  these  conditions,   I  give  it 

In  estimating  the  cost  of  the  station  here  described,    the  decided   preference,  taking   care  to  vary  its  form 
it  must  be  observed  that  the  data  are  of  the  most  general    from  the  mere  series  of  pipes,  so  as  to  increase  the  sur- 
character,   because,    until   the   location   is    fixed,   the    face  with  which  the  gas  may  be  brought  in  contact, 
works  laid  down  in  detail  upon  plans,  and  a  knowledge 


is  had  of  what  walls,  levelling,  wharves,  &c,  are  re 
quired,  no  accurate  estimate  can  be  given. 

It  is  sufficient  for  our  present  purpose  to  say,  upon  a 
comparison  with  similar  stations  in  England, and  niaking 
due  allowance  fcr  difference  of  cost  m  the  two  coun- 
tries, that  the  station  here  noticed  will  not  exceed 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  probably  come  much 
under  that  sum.  This  is  exclusive  of  mains  to  convey 
the  gas  into  the  city,  or  effect  its  distribution  when 
there;  but  includes  the  retort  house,  g.isometers,  and 
all  other  apparatus  necessary. 

After  taking  a  view  of  the  carbonizing  process,  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  machinery  required  to  prepare  the 
gas  for  use,  and  distribute  it  over  the  city,  will  close 
this  part  of  the  subject. 

After  leaving  the  retorts,  the  gas  passes  through  a 
large  pipe,  termed  the  hydraulic  main,  in  which  it  de- 
posites  a  part  of  (he  tar  and  ammonia  which  flow  into 
their  proper  receivers,  and  itself  goes  to  a  vessel  called 
the  condenser. 

The  process  of  condensation   first   claims  our  atten- 


tion. 


nd  on  the  judicious  selection  of  apparatus  for  this,  ducts. 


purpose,  will  depend,  not  only  the  ready  purifactinn  of 
the  gas,  but  prevent  an  accumulation  of  offensive  mat- 
ter in  the  street  mains. 

The  general  impression  appears  to  have  been,  that 
the  only  requisite  to  insure  a  perfect  condensation  of 
gas  is  a  reduction  of  temperature;  but  it  would  appear 
from  some  circumstances,  that  more  is  required,  and 


'I'he  first  impressions  natural  to  a  view  of  this  conden- 
ser is,  that  during  the  heat  of  summer,  the  temperature 
of  the  atmosphere  may  be  so  high  as  to  disable  it  from 
producing  the  desired  effect;  but  this  is  not  the  case, 
for  by  the  aid  of  a  small  stream  of  water,  sufficient  to 
keep  the  outside  of  the  pipe  moist.an  evaporation  takes 
place  which  reduces  the  temperature  as  low  as  is  de- 
sired, while  at  all  other  seasons  the  object  is  gained  by 
an  exposure  to  the  air  alone. 

The  usual  mode  of  construction  is  to  erect  the  pipes 
on  the  north  exposure,  protected  from  the  direct  rays 
of  the  sun,  and  appears  in  many  respects  preferable  to 
the  water  condenser. 

The  tar  and  other  condensible  substances  having 
been  deposited  from  the  condenser  into  their  proper  re- 
ceivers, the  volatile  products,  or  gases,  flow  to  second 
vessels,  called  purifiers. 

'I'he  volatile  products  from  the  distillation  of  coal  are 
various  in  their  nature  and  properties,  being  valuable 
for  the  purposes  of  illumination,  in  proportion  as  the 
pure  olifiant  gas  and  carburetted  hjdrogen  can  be 
eparated,  and  preserved  distinct  from  the  other  pro- 


To  separate  these  valuable  gases  from  the  others, 
numerous  plans  have  been  put  in  practice  successfully, 
but  all  with  the  same  agents. 

The  heavy  or  condensible  matters  have  all  been  par- 
tially disposed  of;  but  there  still  remains  in  solution 
some  portion  of  ammonia,  and  all  the  gaseous  products 
which  cannot  be  condensed. 
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To  effect  an  entire  deposition  of  ammonia,  requires 
the  presence  ot  water,  for  which  it  has  a  strong  affini- 
ty, while  lime  has  been  found  the  best  material  for 
di-priving  the  gas  of  sulplmr,  the  impurity  held  in  the 
largest  qu.antity,  and  of  tlie  most  dtdeterious  quality. 
The  effect  produced  by  iis  presence  during  the  com- 
bustion of  gus,  i<  to  send  forth  a  suffocating  oduur,  and 
to  larnlsh  metallic  polislies  whenever  it  comes  in  con- 
tact with  tliem. 

Water  and  lime  there'bre  being  the  substances  best 
adapted  to  separate  the  impure  matters  from  carburet- 
ted  hydrogen  gas,  it  na'urally  followed  that  a  solution 
of  lime  in  water  was  first  used  for  the  purpose  of  puri- 
fiction,  and  vcs-eli  on  various  cons'ructiiins  rendered 
subservient  to  this  purpose,  by  passing  the  gas  through 
the  liquid,  keeping  the  lime  in  solution  by  constant  agi- 
tation, and  changing  t!«^  wa'er  whenever  the  applica- 
tion of  gas  to  paper  saturated  with  acetate  of  lead  or 
nitrate  of  silver,  was  found  to  produce  a  change  of  co- 
lour; experience  soon  taught  tlie  operators  that  it  was 
requisite  to  wash  the  gas  in  three  distinct  changes  of 
water  to  free  it  entirely  from  its  impurities. 

So  far  as  regards  the  economy  of  material  only,  this 
phin  has  undoubtedly  the  advantage,  because  the  par- 
ticles of  lime,  beiiif;  held  separately  in  solution,  may 
each  individuallv  be  brought  into  contact  with  the  gas 
and  be  saturated  with  impurities;  an  effect  which  can- 
not be  produced  so  perfectly  when  the  lime  is  not  held 
ill  solution,  owing  to  the  amalgamation  of  many  parti- 
cles together,  which  protect  each  other  from  the  action  I 


ofti 


egas. 


Tliis  process,  however,  must,  in  some  degree,  prove 
a  nuisance,  from  the  difficulty  of  getting  rid  of  sn  large 
a  quantity  of  liquid  material,  impregnated  with  nau- 
seous vapours. 

To  avoid  the  disagreeable  effects,  upon  persons  re- 
siding in  the  vicinity,  by  whom  complaints  were  often 
made,  recourse  was  had,  in  many  cases,  to  a  discharge 
of  this  refuse  under  griiund,  into  neighbouring  rivers 
or  streams;  but  when  this  was  deemed  objectionable, 
extensive  cess  pools  were  resorted  to,  from  which  the 
liquid  was  gradually  conveyed  under  the  retorts  and 
evaporated.  By  any  mode,  the  discharge  of  this  fluid 
is  troublesome,  and  requires  great  care  to  prevent  its 
becoming  offensive  tn  those  residing  near  the  works. 

The  disagreeable  nature  of  this  residuum  led  Mr. 
Phillips,  of  Exeter,  to  propose  the  purifaction  of  gas 
by  means  of  dry  lime,  and  to  construct  the  proper  ap- 
paratus for  its  use.  The  plan  proposed  by  this  gentle- 
man, with  some  modifications.has  obtained  precedence 
very  generally  in  Great  Britain;  and  is  now  adopted, 
except  in  some  of  the  larger  works,  which  still  ailhere 
to  the  original  plan  of  wet  lime. 

The  original  expense  of  material,  by  the  dry  lime 
process,  may  generally  be  considered  as  double  that 
which  is  incurred  by  the  wet  lime  process;  but  this 
cannot  for  a  moment  be  cimsidf-red,  when  placed  in 
connection  with  the  entire  freedom  from  nuisance;  of 
which  the  dry  lime  process  is  susceptible. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  presence  of  water  is  neces- 
s  iry  to  absorb  the  ammonia.  The  process  of  Mr.  Phil- 
lips was  called  dry  lime,  in  contradistinction  to  the  lime 
cream  or  wet  lime  plan;  while,  in  fact,  the  hme  is  sa- 
turated with  water  to  a  consistence  that  would  adhere, 
if  pressed  between  the  fingers. 

In  some  cases,  this  admixture  ofwater.together  with 
the  condensation,  was  deemed  sufficient  to  free  the  gas 
from  ammonia;  but  the  process  being  imperfect,  're- 
course was  had  to  washing  the  gas  in  clear  water,  pre- 
vious to  condensation,  with  success.  It  has  been  found 
advisable  to  pass  the  nascent  gas  from  the  hydraulic 
main,  through  a  reservoir  of  pure  water,  which  takes 
up  much  of  the  ammonia  that  would  otherwise  be  lost; 
producing  a  highly  saturated  liquor  of  value,  and  ma- 
terially assisting  the  process  of  condensation. 

The  dry  lime  purifiers,  consist  of  a  series  nf  large 
square  boxes  of  sheet  iron,  having  pr"jections  placed 


on  the  sides,  to  receive  sieves  or  wire  gratings,  upon 
which  lime,  slacked  and  moistened,  is  laid  in  strata  of 
one  to  three  inches  thick,  as  lightly  as  possible,  so  as 
to  allow  the  gas  freely  to  percolate  through.  At  the 
Paris  works,a  stratum  of  fern, or  moss, is  spread  on  the 
sieves  under  the  lime,  to  assist  its  free  circulation. 

Considering  therefore,  that  the  works  may,  if  pro- 
perly arranged,  be  freed  entirely  from  all  offensive  or 
disagreeable  odour,  by  the  adoption  of  the  dry  lime 
system,  it  appears  to  me-far  better  to  overlook  the  dif- 
ference between  the  economy  of  the  two  plans,  and 
adopt  it  in  any  works  to  be  erected  in  this  city. 

In  the  construction  of  gasometers,  many  improve- 
ments have  been  made  of  late  years,  tending  to  rtduce 
the  expense  and  simplify  their  action. 

The  constructors  have  at  last  discovered,  that  as  gA3 
may  he  safely  retained  in  a  vessel  no  stronger  than  a 
silk  balloon,  there  is  no  occasion  for  building  gasome- 
ters strong  enough  to  retain  steam,  and  the  heavy  iron 
and  wooden  framings  with  which  they  were  formerly  en- 
cumbered, are  dispensed  with.  No  ribs  or  braces  are 
now  inserted,  except  such  as  are  required  to  keep  the 
vessel  in  shape  until  filled  with  gas. 

The  capacity  of  gasometers  must,  of  course,  vary 
with  that  of  the  works.  It  is  not  generally  the  custom, 
but  I  think  judicious,  to  have  nearly  as  much  gasome- 
ter roomys  the  retorts  can  fill  in  a  day.  In  many  in- 
stances the  disadvantage,  from  being  cramped  in  gas 
store  room,  I  found  very  manifest.  In  the  depth  of 
winter,  when  the  demand  for  gas  is  at  its  maximum, the 
want  of  an  adequate  supply,  in  store,  is  often  severely 
felt;  and,  in  some  cases,  resort  has  been  had  to  work- 
ing extra  benches  of  retorts  for  the  night  only.  The 
consumption  of  fuel  during  the  day,  to  keep  up  the 
heats  for  night  work,  must  necessarily  be  vcrv  dispro- 
portionate to  the  object  gained. 

The  necessity  of  letting  down  retorts,  during  the  sus- 
pension of  public  lighting  upon  moon-hght  nights,  is  an 
evil  which  can  only  be  remedied  by  an  exci  ss  of  store 
room.  Indeed,  in  many  places,  where  the  capacity  of 
the  gas  holder  is  too  limited,  it  is  found  expedient  to 
keep  the  public  lamps  lighted  during  moon-light 
nights,  rather  than  incur  the  expenses  of  letting  out 
and  reheating  retorts. 

It  is  believed,  therefore,  that  true  economy  points 
out  the  policy  of  a  full  share  of  store  room,  notwith- 
standing the  expense  is  considerable,  especially  in  a 
new  and  growing  work  where  extensions  may  be  look- 
ed for  very  soon. 

The  store  rooms  being  determined,  the  capacity  of 
the  gasometers  must  approach  the  quantity  already 
named  of  seventy-four  thousand  feet. 

To  avoid  accident,  it  will  be  judicious  to  have  this 
capacity  divided  into  two  vessels,which  will  fix  the  size 
at  50  feet  diameter,  by  18  feet  deep,  vessels  well  pro- 
portioned and  of  convenient  dimension. 

Gasometers  of  this  size  do  not  require  counterbalanc- 
ing, as  the  pressure  upon  the  gas,  to  sustain  the  whole 
weight,  will  be  less  than  the  resistance  due  to  a  columir 
of  water  three  inches  high,  a  pressure  quite  convenient 
when  the  weight  of  the  gasometer  is  not  used  to  regu- 
late the  flow  to  the  burners. 

The  usual  method  now  adopted  to  equipoise  large 
gasometers,  is  to  insert  cast  iron  frames  on  the  top  of 
the  tank,  with  guide  rods  and  friction  rollers  to  pre- 
serve a  steady  motion  up  and  down,  allowing  the  ves- 
sel to  play  upon  the  gas  within. 

This  plan  is  far  preferable  to  the  old  plan  of  suspen- 
sion from  the  centre  of  the  gas  holder  crown,  which 
was  liable  to  the  objection  of  creating  a  flickering  in 
the  lights,  whenever  the  vessel  was  agitated  by  exter- 
nal causes.  Another  method  of  suspension  has  lately 
been  put  in  practice,  which  answers  even  better  than 
the  guide  rods,  lor  keeping  the  vessel  steady.  This  is 
to  suspend  at  three  points,  with  chains  lending  to  and 
terminating  at  one  point,   by   a   triangular   frame  of 
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woodwork;  to  these  cliain 
is  hung. 


ngn 


The  plan  of  trin 
adv;intag-f,in  a  nlimule  riabl( 
The    weight  of  snow  falling- 
will    not  atfect    its  perpi-ndicv 


nected  a  counterbalance 

lension  his  one  decided 
)  falling  or  drifting  snow- 
m  one  side  of  the  vessel 
lar  position,  while,  with 


the  guide   rods  such  an  accident  imght  afl'ect  the  fr 
play  of  the  gas  holdei-. 

On  the  whole,  the  triangular  suspension  appears 
preferable,  and  the  expense  hot  much  more  tlian  the 
guide  rods,  the  weight  required  being  merely  sufficient 
to  keep  the  gas-holder  steady. 

The  practice  of  enclosing  gasometers  within  build- 
ings, which  from  their  size,  must  ent  .il  a  heavy  expense 
on  the  establisliment,  has  long  since  been  abandoned, 
and  they  are  now  universally  placed  in  the  open  air, 
even  in  the  northern  part  of  the  island,  where  the  cli- 
mate is  quite  as  severe,  as  that  in  which  we  are  placed 
There  m.ay  perhaps  be  seasons  in  which  the  extreme 
severity  of  the  weather  will  affect  the  water  in  the 
tank,  but  in  general  the  constant  supply  of  fresh  gas  at 
a  temperature  much  above  freezing  point,  will  prevent 
any  accident  from  impeding  the  free  motion  of  the  gas- 
ometer, while  temporary  precautions  niay  be  taken,  if 
ordinary  means  should  fail. 

The  liability  to  frost  is  the  only  objection  which  can 
be  raised  against  the  exposure  of  gas  huld.rs  in  the 
open  air,  and  the  ease  with  which  that  evil  is  guarded 
against,  precludes  the  necessity  of  incurring  the  heavy 
expenses  incident  to  the  construction  of  buildings. 

There  is  another  advantage,  however,  which  ought 
not  to  be  overlooked;  I  allude  to  the  imjjossibility  of 
any  serious  accident  occurring  from  the  explosion  of 
gas  in  vessels  pliced  in  the  open  air. 

It  has  been  shown  on  a  former  occasion,  that  the  only 
time  that  a  gasometer  can  be  put  in  a  condition  liable 
to  explosion,  is  during  the  act  of  expelliug  the  air  au'l 
introducing  the  gas  in  the  first  instance,  but,  tljat  after- 
wards if  a  rent  or  hole  be  made  in  it,  the  only  evil  that 
can  result,  is  a  loss  of  gas;  for  the  weight  of  the  gasom- 
eter will  cause  the  gas  to  flow  out  of  such  hole,  and  en- 
tirely prevent  the  admission  of  atmospheric  air  to  cre- 
ate an  explosive  mixture  within.  It  is  clear,  therefore, 
that  if  the  gas  escapes  by  accident  or  design,  the  loss 
in  the  open  air  is  the  sole  evil  to  be  appreheiuled  as  an 
explosive  mixture  cannot  be  formed  outside  of  the  gas- 
ometer, there  being  no  building  to  confine  it.  The 
danger  from  explosion  is  an  evil,  the  fear  of  which  has 
long  since  passed  aw.ay  in  all  places  where  gas  is  in 
general  use.  It  is  there  looked  upon  as  an  idle  chimera. 
The  nature  and  properties  of  gas  are  now  so  well  un- 
derstood, and  the  precautions  tn  prevent  accident  so 
well  known,  that  notwithstanding  the  immeiise  num- 
ber of  works  existing  at  this  time,  a  disaster  is  of  rare 
occm-rence,  and  when  it  does  happen,  the  injuries  are 
not  extended  as  formeily,  beyond  the  damage  done  to 
the  vessel  itself,  where  the  explosion  takes  p'l.ace. 

The  tanks  to  contain  water,  into  which  the  gas- 
holders are  inverted  at  some  works,  are  cast  iron  plates 
bolted  together,  with  a  bottom  of  same  material,  but 
more  generally  of  brick  or  stonPj  ha\ing  the  bottom 
well  puddled  before  the  pavement  is  laid,  and  the  out- 
side round  the  wall  secured  in  the  same  way. 

The  latter  method  is  preferable, whenever  the  nature 
of  the  ground  will  admit  of  such  a  structure,  both  on 
account  of  the  greater  economy  in  the  construction, 
and  because  the  brick  being  a  worse  conductor  of  heat 
than  iron,  tbe  water  is  less  liable  to  be  allected  by  frost. 
In  such  cases  it  is  usual  to  sink  the  tank  entirely  be- 
neath  the  surface,  thus  keeping  the  gasometer  as  low 
as  possible.* 


•  The  accident  which  recently  occurred  at  the  Rat- 
cliffe  works,  London,  where  the  gasometer  tank,  (be- 
ing an  old  brewhouse  vat,)  burst  with  the  weight  of 
water,  shows  us  the  importance  of  sinking  the  tank  im- 
der  ground,  to  prevent  the  po'.s.bility  of  such  a  di-aster. 


Having  disposed  of  the  gas  when  made  in  its  store- 
houses, we  have  to  consider  the  mode  of  distribution 
to  the  consumers,  and  the  regulation  of  the  pressure,  so 
:is  to  in-ure  an  equal  flow  at  the  burners,  points  which 
materially  affect  the  value  of  the  works  as  a  source  of 
public  convenience. 

The  gas  is  conveyed  through  tlie  streets  in  mains  of 
pipes  of  cast  iron,  to  determine  the  proper  size  of 
which  has  heretofore  been  a  difficult  task,  and  one 
which  has  proved  a  fruitful  source  of  error  and  vexa- 
tion. 

To  avoid  the  heavy  expense  incident  to  laying  dowix 
great  mains,  engineers  have  often  erred  on  the  other 
extreme,  and  contented  themelves  with  pipes  far  tea 
small  for  the  wants  of  the  public:  an  error  which  has  in 
some  cases  led  to  a  useless  expense  in  laying  mains  un- 
necessarily largfe. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  even  at  this  day,  no  fixed 
principles  known  respecting  the  flow  of  aeriform  fluids, 
which  will  guide  us  surely  in  determining  this  point» 
but  we  must  be  guided  by  the  experience  of  others, 
applying  as  nearly  as  possble  their  piactice  to  our  cir- 
cumstances. 

Before  entering  upon  this  subject,  it  is  proper  to  de^ 
termine  the  quantity  of  gas  which  will  be  required  to 
pass  the  leading  mains  in  a  given  time,  and  the  location 
of  the  works  from  which  the  mairvs  are  lo  be  laid. 

1  he  first  reply  astoihe  quantity  of  gas  required,must 
be  a  mere  assumption,  for  no  one  can  prophesy  the  eJt- 
tent  of  the  demand. 

In  Great  Britain, it  has,ln  growing  towns.almost  inva- 
riably exceeded  the  most  sangu'ne  calcufalions,  and  we 
are  not  likely  to  be  behindhand  in  appreciating  an  im- 
provement, when  the  value  is  once  understood. 

I  cannot  assume,  however,  a  demand  of  less  than 
twenty  thousand  lights,  including  public  and  privatej 
suppose  for  the  eastern  front  of  the  city,  fourteen  thou- 
sand, and  for  the  western  front  six  thousand, consuming 
an  averaire  of  four  feet  per  hour. 
To  supply  the  eastern  front,  (dispen- 
sing with  gasometer   stations,)  will 

require   to   be   passed   in   one    hour 

14,000-f  4,  equal  to  56,000  feet. 

Western  front,  6,000-|-4,  equal  to  24,000 


0,000 

In  estimating  the  size  of  the  mains,  it  is  requisite  1» 
know  the  location  of  the  works;  because,  if  they  are  to 
be  placed  on  the  eastern  front,  either  above  or  below 
the  city,  it  is  clear  that  the  mains  must  be  of  a  capacity 
sufficient  to  pass  the  whole  quantity  within  the  city 
limits;  but  if  the  location  formerly  selected  be  still  ad- 
hered to,  on  the  western  front,  then  the  part  of  the 
city  between  the  works  and  Broad  street,  may  be  sup- 
plied direct  from  the  works,  while  the  main  need  only 
be  of  a  capacity  to  pass  that  portion  required  for  the 
eastern  frint. 

By  this  means,  Broad  street  will  be  the  point  from 
which  the  draught  on  the  main  will  commence,  and  to 
which  the  pipe  must  be  of  sufficient  capacity  to  convey 
the  whole  quantity  required  as  fast  as  it  is  consumed  on 
the  eastern  front  of  the  city. 

By  ascertaing  the  delivery  of  gas  through  mains,  in 
such  cases  as  I  have  been  able  to  make  observation,  I 
liave  found  one  instance  of  a  six  inch  main,  extending 
the  same  distance,  in  which  a  pressure  of  six-tenths  of 
an  inch  was  ample  to  deliver  the  gas  at  a  velocity  often 
feet  per  secopd.  Taking  into  consideration  the  differ- 
ence of  friction  in  a  pipe  of  such  dimension,  and  in  one, 
the  capacity  of  which  will  be  sufficient  for  our  purpose, 
we  may  feel  quite  safe  in  laying  a  main  which  will  pass 
tlie  required  quantity  at  tlie  same  velocity,  or  even 
something  less.  The  discharge  through  the  main 
alluded  to,  being  seven  thousand  feet  per  hour  at  that 
pressure,  or  one-eighth  the  quantity  stated  before,  the 
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main,  according  to  this  rule,  roust  be  eight  times  the 
capacity,  or  seventeen  inches  diameter;  but  as  the  rub- 
bing siirfucr,  or  area,  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  pass- 
ed, is  so  much  less  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former,  I 
should  not  hesitate  to  reduce  the  size  to  fifteen  inches 
diameter,  believing  that  the  proportional  diminution 
W'll  be  compensated  for  by  the  difference  in  tlie  fric- 
tion. 

In  this  I  am  confirmed  by  reference  to  another  in- 
stance, where  23,000  feet  per  hour  are  passed  five  sixths 
of  the  distance  through  a  main  ten  inches  in  diameter, 
which  woidd  give  the  size  required  to  pass  56,000  feet 
per  hour,  by  the  same  rule,  ]5|  inches  diamet«r;  this 
example  shows  a  decrease  of  Iriction  in  greater  ratio 
than  in  the  length  of  the  pipe. 

Whether  this  main  of  so  large  dimension  should  be 
laid  at  once,  or  divided  into  two,  of  half  the  capacity 
each,  may  be  hereafter  determined,  when  the  plan  of 
distribution  comes  under  final  consideration;  it  is  suffi- 
cient for  our  present  purpose  to  know  the  whole  size 
which  will  be  requircil. 

I  he  capacity  of  this  main  has  been  considered,  with- 
out reference  to  any  assistant  station  for  storing  gas  or 
regulating  pressiu-e. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  on  a  former  occision,  the 
committee  of  councils  deemed  it  necessary  to  appropri- 


enables  the  workmen  to  regulate  with  tolerable  cer- 
tainty, yet  errors  and  loss  of  gas  will  constantly 
happen. 

To  remedy  this  evil,  a  self-acting  governor  has  been 
put  into  use,  which  consists  of  a  sma'l  lasometer,  to 
which  is  attuchei'  the  stem  of  the  conical  valve.  This 
gasometer  is  counterbalanced  to  the  weight  required  to 
force  the  gas  to  all  the  burners.  Any  change  in  the 
consumption  of  the  gas,  operates  at  once  to  raise  or 
depress  this  gasometer,  and  of  course  regulates  the  flow 
by  closing  or  opening  the  conical  valve.  Thus  with  a 
self  acting  governor,  the  flow  and  pressure  upon  the 
mains  is  regulated  with  great  nicety  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  moment,  requiring  only  that  there  shall  be  more 
weight  upon  the  main  gas-holder  than  upon  the  smaller 
one. 

The  plan  for  laying  pipes  as  usually  practised,  is  per- 
fectly well  understood  here,  differing  from  water  pipes 
only  in  one  particular,  that  is,  a  regular  grade  ol  eleva- 
tion and  depression  must  be  preserved,  in  order  to  give 
a  descent  for  the  flow  of  condensed  water,  (which  some- 
times accumutaies  in  the  pipes, )  to  certain  points  where 
it  may  be  received  into  suitable  receptacles,  and  remov- 
ed,  otherwise  an  ob.struction  in  the  flow  of  gas  might 


These  recipients  are  called  syphons,  or  more  proper- 


ate  a  station  on  the  eastern  front  lor  this  purpose,  and  ,  ly  condensed   water  boxes,  and  are  to  be   provided  at 


designated  the  public  lot  in  Dock  street  as  a  suitabl 
position.  In  doing  this,  they  certainly  acted  with  sound 
judgment,  believing  that  the  regulating  station  there, 
would  have  great  effect  in  preserving  an  equal  flow  of 
gas  from  the  burners  in  all  paits  of  the  city;  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  a  resort  to  a  regulating  station  on 
the  eastern  front  may,  in  the  event,  be  found  not  only 
useful,  but  necessary.  As  however,  there  seemed  to 
be  a  strong  objection  among  many  citzens  to  such  a 
disposition  of  that  lot,  I  took  some  pains,  by  comparing 


the   situation   of   this  city 


every  pomt  of  depression. 

The  mains  require  to  be  laid  out  of  reach  of  the  frost; 
in  this  climate  from  eighteen  to  twenty-four  inches  be- 
low the  surface.  They  are  usu.ally  laid  on  each  side  of 
wide  streets,  or  if  narrow,  one  row  in  the  middle  is 
ample,  the  openings  or  trenches  being  made  and  closed 
on  the  same  day,  so  that  the  passage  of  the  street  is 
never  materially  impeded  to  the  inconvenience  of  tra- 
vellers; so  slight  a  trench  being  made,  that  the  earth  is 
ly  rammed  in  and  the  pavement  relaid  without  wait^ 


whether  the  descent   from   Broad  street 

affect  the   flow  to  such  a  degree  as  to  render  a 

regulation  impracticable,  and  now  feel  satisfied. 


others,  to    ascertain    ing  for  the  natural  settlement  of  the  earth. 


:ly  to  I 
1   easy  ; 

that  if! 


A  method  has  been  partially  adopted  lately,  which  I 
hink  fjr  supi  rior  to  the  old  mode,  in  all  cases,  where 
pipes  are  laid  over  solid  ground      By  this  plan  the 


the  mains  are  of  ample  size,  no  difficulty  will   arise  in  |  hubb  of  the  pipe  is  bored,  and  the  small  end   turned 


distributing  from  works  on  the  Schuylkill,  without  any 
auxiliary  stations  whatever. 

If  experience  shall  lestify  to  the  correctness  of  thii 
opinion,  a  very  heavy  expense  in  stations  will  be  saved. 


each  with  a  very  slight  taper.  1  he  two  ends  of  the 
pipe  be  ng  covered  with  a  mixture  of  white  and  red  lead, 
are  entered,  the  small  end  into  the  hubb,  and  driven 
hoiTie  with  a  mallet.     The  joint  thus  made  is  perfectly 


it  IS  possible  that  a  difficulty  may  occur  on  the  eastern  |  tight,  and  the  taper  so  sight,  that  no  contraction  by 
wharves,  which  being  the  lowest  point,  may  be  affected  ]  change  of  temperature  will  render  them  subject  to  leak, 
by  unusual  draughts  from  above.  The  only  evil  to  be  It  is  plain  that  this  rr.ode  of  making  joints  can  only  be 
apprehended  is,  tliat  as  (here  will  be  an  excess  of  pres-  [  carried  into  effect  in  straight  lines,  or  with  slight  curva- 
sure  on  the  upper  burners  of  4-lOths  of  an  inch  over  (  tures,  in  all  other  cases  the  old  plan  of  lead  joints  must 


those  on  the  lower  level,  the  size  of  the  apertures  in  the  j  be  resorted  to. 

burnerswill  reqmre  to  be  varied,  tj  meet  the  difference  I      Where  the  lines  are  straight  as  in  this  city,  great  fiici. 
an  inconvenience   of  no  great  1  lity  is  presented  for  using  the  bored  and  I ' 


in  the  i 


of  flo 


moment,  as  it  will  affect  principally  the  burners  bel 
Front  street,  where  more  than  half  the  depression  takes 
place. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  deemed  expedient  to  take  any 
measures  to  provide  for  the  regtdation  of  pressure  be- 
yond what  may  be  accomplished  at  the  manufactory, 
until  experience  proves  the  necessity. 

The  mode  adopted  in  some  works,  for  regulating  the 
flow  of  the  burners,  is  by  taking  off,  or  adding  to  the 
weight  which  counterbalances  the  gasumeler.  But 
this  is  a  clumsy  and  laborious  plan,  one  likely  to  prove 
defective,  unless  the  gas-holder  is  nicely  poised  with 
compensating  weights.  Instead  of  this  arrangement, 
the  conical  valve  has  been  substituted,  which,  by  being 
closed  or  opened,  regulates  the  quantity  of  gas  flowing 
from  the  gis-holder  through  the  exit  pipe,  by  changing 
the  size  ot  the  opening. 

This  valve  is  sometimes  opened  by  hand,  but  its  re- 
gulation by  the  judgment  of  the  workmen,  does  not  in 


hich  are  undoubtedly  preferable  to  lead  joints  where- 
ver they  can  be  introduced. 

The  service  pipes  from  the  street  main  to  private 
meters  are  sometimes  made  of  small  cast-iron  tube  of 
three-fourths  or  one  inch  diameter,  but  more  generally 
of  malleable  iron  or  lead.  The  use  of  malleable  iron 
for  this  purpose  has  been  a'most  universal,  but  it  has 
been  found,  that  whenever  it  comes  in  contact  with 
ashes,  gravel  or  sand,  it  is  acted  upon  and  destroy  ed  in 
ten  or  twelve  years,  while  in  clay  no  such  difliculty  is 
experienced- 

The  extreiTie  dndility  of  lead,  which  is  often  used, 
renders  it  objectionable;  being  liable  to  •■hort  bends,  in 
which  water  may  lodge,  and  obstruct  the  flow  of  gas. 
To  obviate  this,  lead  pipe  is  sometimes  laid  in  grooved 
brick,  which  effectually  overcomes  the  evil,  while  the 
expense  is  enhanced  beyond  that  of  iron  pipe. 

For  internal  tubing,  lead  or  tin  is  often  substituted  in 
place  of  copper,  of  which  metal  the  small  tubes  were 


II  cases  answer  the  desired  end,  for  if  a  number  of  formerly  almost  universally  m;id_. 
lights  are  suddenly  extinguished;  the  additional  pres- 1  It  has  been  found  that  the  hard  solder  joints  of  the 
sure  on  the  pipes  causes  an  excess  of  flow,  through  all  j  copper  tubes  were  apt  to  crack  in  the  bending,  the 
the  remaining  burners;  thus,  although  long  experience  1  cracks  being  almost  imperceptible,  but  still  sufficient  to 
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cause  an  escape  of  gas,  and  an  unpleasant  smell-  The 
(in  or  lead,  being-  too  ductile  to  crack,  answers  the  pur- 
pose exceeding-ly  well,  in  all  places  where  the  pip>?s 
can  be  supported  in  a  straight  line.  The  apparatus  for 
internal  fittings,  burners,  &c.  are  as  various  as  the  taste 
of  the  maker  or  consumer  may  desire,  samples  and 
tirawings  of  most  of  tli)se  made  at  Birmingham  are  in 
mv'  possession;  together  with  the  prices  of  every  article 
appertjinmg  thereto. 

After  thus  taking  a  view  of  the  most  approved  pro- 
cess of  manufacturing'  g:is,  and  plan  of  distribution, 
there  remain  severil  points,  to  which,  by  the  instruc- 
tions, my  aitention  has  been  directed;  among  the  most 
prominertt  is  the  nature  an^i  disposition  of  the  residuums 
left  from  ihe  carbonization  of  co«l 

The  only  residuums  which  will  be  available,  are  the 
coke,  the  ammjniacal  liquor,  and  the  tar. 

For  the  coke,  there  is  no  doubt,  an  ample  market 
will  be  found.  I'he  high  price  of  charcoal,  for  which 
it  is  a  substitute  of  value,  both  for  the  use  of  founders 
and  for  culinary  purposes,  ensures  for  it  a  ready  sale; 
the  price  bearing:  a  proportion  to  the  cost  of  the  coal 
from  which  it  is  produced. 

The  ammoniacal  liquor  is  useful  for  the  manufacture 
ofsalammoniac,  and  sells  for  a  small  price  in  B;dtimore, 
vifhere  there  is  a  manufactory  of  that  article.  The 
produc-  of  a  chaldron  of  co  .1  is  from  20  to  30  gallons, 
but  need  not  be  considered  of  much  value  here  for  some 
years,  or  until  a  sufficient  quantity  is  produced  to  make 
it  worth  manuf-ictiiring;  for  Ihe  cost  of  transportation 
to  Baltimore  would  m.ke  that  market  of  little  avail  to 
the  works  in  this  city. 

The  last  residuum  is  the  tar,  which,  in  many  ways,  is 
of  value. 

It  will  sell,  in  its  raw  slate,  for  a  fair  price;  but  when 
the  quantity  is  considerable,  a  good   profit  miy  be  de- 


much,  that  no  useful  purpose  would  be  aceomplished 
by  detailing  them.  In  some  works,  the  price  of  coke 
is  fixed  from  time  to  time,  to  covet  the  price  of  the 
co.al  used  to  make  it,  and  the  other  residuums  consider- 
ed of  no  value  for  sale.  In  others,  on  the  contrary,  the 
coke  is  quite  unsale.able,  and  consumed  as  the  only 
means  of  getting  rid  of  it.  At  some  works,  too,  the 
refuse  lime  is  sold  for  prime  cost,  as  manure,  being 
ccm-idered,  from  its  strong  impregnation  with  ammonia, 
as  being  improved  in  quality  for  that  purpose;  in  other 
places,  where  lime  is  not  valued  as  manure,  this  product 
is  but  refuse. 

For  the  value  of  these  residuums,  we  must  refer  to 
our  own  circumstances,  and  are  justified  in  saying,  that 
the  ammoniacal  liquor  will  be  of  little  moment  for  some 
time  to  come,  but  that  the  lime,  tar  and  coke,  will  pro- 
duce vahnble  results;  indeed,  fir  the  latter,  an  offer 
has  already  been  made  for  more  than  the  works  will 
supply. 

In  disposing  of  the  gas  when  made,  two  modes  are 
adopted:  the  one  by  meter  or  measure;  the  other  by 
jet  or  burner. 

The  latter  method  is  open  to  extensive  frauds,  and 
the  effects  have  been  severely  felt  by  those  companies 
who  have  been  unable  to  change  the  system.  The 
quantity  of  gas  which  will  flow  through  the  aperture  o 
a  given  burner,  to  produce  a  flame  of  a  given  height, 
being  ascertained  by  experiment,  and  also  the  aggregate 
number  of  hours  during  a  year  for  which  light  is  requir- 
ed, a  contract  between  the  parties  is  made,  and  the  jet 
furnished. 

If  the  consumers  would  all  adhere  to  their  contract, 
and  if  the  pressure  in  all  parts  of  the  town  was  uniform, 
no  difficulty  would  arise;  but  whenever  a  customer 
ra  ses  the  flame  higher  than  his  contract  admits,  or 
burns  more  hours  than  his  agreement,  he  not  only  de- 
d"  from  it,  by  extracting  the  naptha,  now  an  article  I  fi-auds  the  manufacturer,  but  injures  all  customers  who 
used  to  some  extent  in  the  manufacture  of  gum  elastic;  do  not  take  such  advantages;  because,  the  manufactur- 
which  leaves  after  distillation,  about  lulf  its  bulk  of  con- 1  er,  to  obtain  the  cost  of  his  gas  and  his  profit,  must 
centrated  tar,  more  valu-.ible  than  in  its  original  state.—  ;  enhance  the  nominal  price  per  thousand,  requiring  the 
Of  the  process  of  manufitcturing  the  naptha,  I  have  ob-  j  honest  customer  to  pay  the  same  as  he  who  consumes 
tained  a  dt-sciiption.  Under  all  circumstances,  it  is  twice  as  much  as  he  is  entitled  to;  the  correct  customer 
extremely  valuable  as  a  fuel  for  heating  the  retorts—    is  thrn  fore  paying  fur  light  surreptitiously  obtained  by 


Thive  gallons  being  estimated,  for  that  purpose,  equal 
to  a  bushtl  of  coke. 

The  consumption  of  tar  as  fuel,  in  connection  with  an 
equal  qu  ii.tity  of  water,  is  practised  in  some  works; 
and  the  adv..ntagrs  di-rived  from  this  combination  being  ' 
doubted,  h  ve  clictted  much  spirited  controversy  dur.ni; 
the  past  summer;  to  this  plan  my  attention  was  called,  | 
duiing  a  %isit  to  Mr.  Rutler,  the  inventor,  at  Lyming- 1 
ton.  It  i'  the  usual  custom,  in  most  gas  woiks  not 
situated  convenient  to  a  market  for  tar,  to  consume 
their  product,  by  conveying  it  through  a  tube  upon  the  | 
red  liotbed  of  fuel  on  ihe  grate  bais-  This  process,  ■ 
from  the  quantity  of  smoke  discharged,  and  the  depo- 
gite  of  SI  .lid  matter  on  the  other  fuel,  gave  clearevidence 
of  the  imperfection  of  its  combustion,  and  that  but  a 
small  quantity  was  made  available  fur  the  purpi  se  of 
heating  tlie  re  torts. 

To  give  the  burning  tar,  in  which  the  carbon  is  in 
excess,  its  due  proportion  of  hydrogen  for  the  produc- 
tion ot  flame,  and  oxigen  for  its  suppoit,  Mr  Rutter  in- 
troduced a  portion  of  water,  by  the  decomposition  of 
which,  a  complete  combustion  of  the  tar  was  effected, 
and  the  whole  of  its  heating  properties  made  available. 

Without  taking  any  part  in  this  conti-oveisy,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  say,  that  in  no  works  in  the  kingdom, 
which  came  under  notice,  was  there  any  thing  like  so 
perfect  a  combustion  of  the  tar,  as  in  those  where  this 
process  was  used,  and  I  had  a  fair  opportunity  of  com- 
paring the  economy  of  the  heating  process  with  and 
without  its  use,  in  the  same  works,  which  gave  decided 
evidence  of  the  saving  effected  by  the  plan  of  Mr. 
Rutter. 

The  prices  at  which  the  residuums  are  sold,  being 
dependent  entirely    on  local  circumstances,   vary   so 


his  neighbor. 

The  evils  of  this  system  are  so  severely  felt,  that  some 
companies  do  not  receive  more  than  one  half  the  value 
of  their  gas,  taken  at  its  sale  price,  which  they  are 
obliged  to  keep  up,  to  the  cost  and  disadvantage  of  the 
honest  consumers. 

To  avoid  this  evil,  an  ingenious  mode  of  measuring 
gas  was  contrived  in  the  early  s'agesof  the  ai-t;  which, 
though  liable  to  some  objections,  has  been  gradually 
improved,  until,  at  this  time,  all  difficulties  are  in  the 
main  obviated  This  instrument  is  called  the  gas-meter; 
and  consists  of  a  hollow  metal  drum,  revolving  in  an  air 
tight  case,  filled  to  a  certain  point  with  water;  this  drum 
is  divided  into  four  compartments,  each  having  two 
openings,  one  for  the  exit,  the  other  for  the  entrance  of 
the  gas.  As  this  drum  revolves,  one  division  fills  with 
gas  as  the  opening  ascends  out  of  ihe  water;  while,  at 
the  same  moment,  the  opposite  division  descends,  and 
gas  is  forced,  by  the  water,  out  of  the  opening  to  the 
burner. 

The  cubic  contents  of  each  division  being  accurately 
measured,  it  is  clear  that  the  quantity  of  gas  contained 
in  the  drum,  and  which  passesout  during  one  revolution, 
must  be  known.  This  revolving  drum  acts  upon  wheel- 
work,  attached  to  indicators,  which  point,  on  a  watch 
dial,  the  number  of  revolutions,  and  of  course,  the  num- 
ber of  cubic  feet  that  have  passed  through  the  meter 
during  the  time  it  has  been  operating. 

The  meters  are  usually  examined  every  three  months, 
and  the  gas  used  during  that  time  ascertained.  The 
more  completely  to  exemplify  the  action  of  this  instru- 
m  nt,  I  have  obtained,  through  the  politeness  of  .Mr, 
Crosley,  the  maker,  a  model  in  glass,  which  is  now  on 
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its  way  from  London;  by  an  examination  of  this  model 
its  construction  will  be  more  perfectly  understood. 

It  will  be  seen  that  tlie  accuracy  of  tliis  measurement 
depends  upon  the  po-ition  of  the  water-line,  which 
must  be  kept  at  a  uniform  height.  Froin  want  ot  at- 
tention to  this  circumstance,  errors  will  occur;  but 
the  internal  arrangements  are  such,  that  an  error 
cannot  extend  fur  without  discovery,  in  no  case  ex- 
ceeding live  per  cent,  and  that  in  favour  of  the  con- 
sumer- 


oil  retails  at  2».  6d.  to  2».  9J.  per  gallon,  and  is  used 
fir  common  purposes  of  lighting.  The  greater 
consumption,  (excepting  gas,)  is  in  candles  of  various 
kinds. 

In  my  endeavors  to  procure  a  comparison  between 
the  cost  of  lighting  by  the  two  systems,  1  was  fortunate 
in  procuring  such  a  statement  as  may  be  considered 
satisfactory,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  result  of  a  series  of 
experiments  made  to  show  the  difference  between  the 
illuminating  power  of  gas,  made  in  different  parts  of 
he  greatest  obstacle  to  the  success  of  the  meters,  England,  refering  each  to  a  candle  as  the  standard  of 
has  been  the  decomposition  of  the  material  composing  j  comparison.  The  result  being  given  during  the  last 
the  internal  drum,  by  the  action  of  the  gas,  or  some  of  summer,  in  evidence  before  a  committee  of  parliament, 
its  impurities,  while  stationary.  1  have  seen  meter  j  on  the  application  of  an  oil  gas  company  to  change  their 
drums,  made  of  slieet-lin,  corroded  into  holes  in  five  ,  works  for  the  manufacture  of  coal  gas. 
years;  which,  until  discovered,  recorded  false  measure-  This  statement  may  therefore  be  taken  as  authentic, 
meats.  I  and  referred  to  our  own  case. 

Alter  countless  experiments,  Messrs,  Crosleys  of  I  'Ihe  results  being  an  average  of  the  fiuanlity  of  gas 
London,  have  discovered  an  alloy,  which  is  not  acted  '  made  in  ten  manufactories,  which  by  comparison  of 
upon  by  any  product  evolved  from  coal,  and  the  use  of  shadows  was  foui>d  to  be  equivalent  to  one  hundred 
this  composition  ajipears  lo  render  the  meter  an  instru- 1  pounds  of  mould  tallow  candles,  (burned  clear,)  of  six 


ment  of  such  accuracy,  that  it  may  be  depended  upi 
and  should  be  universally  adopted. 

Another  instrument  has  been  invented  in  this  coun- 
try, called  a  dry  meter,  because  it  is  used  without 
water,  which  would  be  an  advantage,  all  other  things 
being  equal.  This  instrument  I  have  not  seen,  and  of 
course  can  give  no  opinion  as  to  its  merits. 

The  price  at  which  gas  is  sold,  in  Great  Britain,  varies 
rather  with  the  amount  of  competition  and  cost  of  pro- 
duction, than  with  any  reference  to  the  expense  of  light- 
ing by  other  means. 

the  gas  companies  appear  to  be  in  far  greater  dread 
of  rival  establishments,  than  from  oil  or  candles. — 
Indeed  the  latter  does  not,  at  this  late  period,  give  them  „ 

a  moment's  thought;  for  so  many  advantages  are  found  ,  all  leakage   between  the  works  and  place  of  consump 
to  accrue  from  the  use  of  gas,   in  all  situations   where  ,  tion;  while,  on  the  contrary,  the   loss   and   wa^te   inci- 


und,  nine  inches  long,  was  twenty-four  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  feet. 

Say  2477  at  §3  per  thousand,  (here,)  7  43 

100  pounds  of  candles,  at  $10  50,  cost  10  50 

Difference  in  favor  of  gas,  §3  07 

or  near  thirty  per  cent.  This  is  the  saving,  under  the 
supposition  that  the  candle  is  all  consumed  or  made 
available,  and  always  gives  the  same  clear  light. 

The  prices  here  stated  are  the  retad  prices;  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  gas  is  measured  cut  to 
the  consumer,  and  burned  as  fast  as  it  is  measured; 
consequently  he  receives  the  benefit  of  all  that  he  pays 
for,  leaving   the    loss  to  fall  upon  the  manufacturer,  of 


fixed  lights  are  admissible,  that  little  impression  would 
be  made  on  the  sale  of  it,  even  if  the  price  of  other 
light  were  reduced  below  that  of  gas. 

In  Scotland,  where  greater  attention  has  been  paid  to 
the  quality  of  the  gas,  it  is  now  the  usual  light  in  pri- 
vate houses,  as  well  as  in  more  public  situations.  The 
best  houses  in  Edinhurg  are  thus  served,  and  the  con- 
sumption ol  gas  is  fast  increasing. 

The  extension  of  gas-lights  in  private  houses,  is  not  so 


dent  to  the  consumption  of  candles,  fall  upon  the  con- 
sumer, and  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  fifteen  per 

Again,  during  all  the  period  of  burning  gas,  a  clear, 
undiminished  light  is  produced,  whde  any  light  hav- 
ing a  solid  material  for  a  wick,  must  diminish  in 
brilliancy  the  longer  it  continues  to  burn. 

Taking  into  view  all  circumstances,  it  must  be  admit- 
ted that  the  use  of  gas  possesses  advantages  which  can 


much  the  result  of  its  cheapness  as  a  material  lor  light-  I  belong  to  no  other  means  of  illumin: 


mg, 


but 


account  of  its  cleanliness,  its  safety,  and 


here  be  proper  to  give  some  general  idea  of 


saving  of  labour;  and  contrivances  are  constantly  being    die  amount  ot  capital  required  to  carry  into  execution 


made  to  obviate  the  inconvenience  of  having  stationa- 
ry lights,  the  only  obstacle  to  its  universal  introduc- 
tion. 

In  England,  it  has  heretofore  been  confined  in  the 
main,  to  public  streets  and  buildings,  shops,  churches, 
&c.i  but  its  use,  in  private  houses,  has  begun  to  spread 
rapidly,  as  more  care  is  taken  in  the  purifaction.  In 
London  especially,  it--  introduction  into  private  houses 
has  been  \ery  limited,  for  tlie  companies  have  rather 
retarded  than  urged  its  adoption,  finding  more  profita- 
ble consumers  elsewhere,  who  kept  pace  with  their 
means  of  supply. 

Within  a  short  period,  the  price  of  gas  has  been  very 
materially  reduced,  varying  now  from  eight  to  twelve 
shillings  per  thousand  feet,  with  a  scale  of  discounts  for 
large  consumers  by  meter,  proportioned  to  the  quantity 
used  in  the  year. 

To  compare  the  cost  of  lighting  by  gas  and  oil  might 
be  difficult,  upon  satisfactory  data,  because  the  com- 
parisons at  the  works  there,  have  been  made  universal- 
ly with  candles.  'I  he  fine  sperm  oil  of  our  market,  is 
comparatively  little  used  in  England,  and  sells  by  retail 
at  from  6s.  to  6s.  66?.  the  gallon.  For  public  lighting, 
(where  gas  cannot  be  had,)  Greenland,  or  other  com- 
mon oils  are  used,which  sell  by  wholesale  at  ls,9d.  to  2s. 
3d.  per  gallon,  or  an  average  of  filty  cents.  This  is  the 
imperial  gallon,  which  contains  one-fifth  more  than  the 


the  works  as  here  descr'.bed,  which,  for  reasons  already 

given,  must  be  mere  approximations: 

The  works,  as  before  stated,  will  not  exceed    $35,000 

Considering  for  the  moment,  that  the  works 
will  be  located  on  the  Schuylkill,  north  of 
the  Permanent  Bridge,  and  that  the  leading 
main  will  be  divided  in  two,  having  the  ag- 
gregate capacity  of  a  main  of  15  inches 
diameter,  one  now  laid  will  cost  20,000 

Pipes  for   dis  ribution,  in  all,  five  miles,  say  3 

mile^ofeinch.at  S3  25  per  yard,  ll,44t 

Three  miles  of  3  inch,  at  $1  80  per  yard,  9,5u4 


g75  948 


If  to  this  sum  be  added  the  expense  incident  to 
walling,  levelling,  and  wharfing  the  lot,  construction  of 
public  lamp  posts  and  lamps,  with  a  floating  capital  ne- 
cessary to  keep  up  the  supply  of  gas,  we  may  consider 
that  a  capital  of  on^;  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  quite 
ample  for  the  works,  as  here  describf  d.  As  this  sum 
will  include  the  expenses  incurred  by  enclosing  the  pro- 
pel ty,  laying  one  half  the  great  ma'n,  and  a  considera- 
ble proportion  of  the  larger  pipes  of  distribution,  we 
may  salely  conclude,  that  the  second  division  of  the 
works  will  not  cost  more  than  two-thirds  this  amount, 
n  conclusion,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  as  the  result  of 


wine  gallon  used  here  for  the  same  measures.     This  j  my  examinations  on  this  subjec 
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First.  1  hat  all  information  wliich  has  come  into  my 
possession,  either  in  Europe  or  in  this  country,  has 
tended  to  confirm  the  opinion  that  the  proposed 
system  of  lighting  by  "  Gas"  will  be  found  pieferable 
to  any  other,  as  regards  economy,  safety,  and  conveni- 
ence. 

Second.  That  a  "  gas"  m.anufactory  judiciously  con- 
structed, and  managed  with  skill  and  economy,  cannot 
fail  to  return  a  handsome  proht  to  iis  constructors. 

Third.  That  the  art  of  gas-making  has  so  far  advanc- 
ed at  this  day,  as  to  place  within  our  reach,  such 
information  as  will  enable  this  cily  to  entertain  the 
measure  with  a  feeling  of  perfect  security  as  to  the 
result. 

Fourth.  That  the  ohjections  to  the  measure,  and 
fears  expressed  by  many  valued  citizens  on  a  former 
occasion,  afe  either  totally  groundless,  or  very  easily 
obviateil,  and  that  the  etfccls  which  will  be  produced 
by  a  judicious  execution  of  the  measure,  will  be 
beneficial,   both    in  a   moral  and    pecuniary  point   of 

Filth.  That  the  improvements  made  within  a  few 
years,  render  it  an  easy  task  so  to  construct  the  works 
as  to  avoid  all  danger  irom  explosions,  or  inconve- 
nience from  the  offensive  nature  of  the  process,  or  resi- 
dual matter  connected  with  the  manufacture  of  i;a3. 

Sixth.  That  the  works  be  constructed  upon  a  moder- 
ate scale,  commensurate  with  the  immediate  wants  of 
the  city,  and  made  complete,  hut  that  land  sufficient  for 
the  increase  of  the  w -irks  should  be  appro|;riated  for 
their  extension,  to  satisfy  the  demands  in  all  parts  of 
the  city,  and  that  the  mains  or  pipes  be  laid  of  such 
capacity  as  to  ensure  their  aptitude  for  any  future  de- 
tnand. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S.  V.  MERHICK. 

December  11,  1834. 
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To  be  charged  on  the   Pennsylvania  Canal,  fr 
after  Ihefirst  day  of  February,  1835. 
ARTICLES.  Toll  per  mile 

Agricultural  implements,  carts,    wagons,  c    Ji 

sleighs,  plouglis  and  mechanics  tools, 
necessary  for  the  owner's  individu.il  use, 
if  accompanied  by  the  ow  nt 

Agricultural  productions   not 

specified. 
Ale  and  Porter  in  Barrels, 
Apples,  Peaches,  and  other  gr 

fruit. 
Ashes,  leached, 

do     pot  and  pearl, 
Bacon,  Barley, 
Bark  unground. 
Bark  ground. 
Beef  salted.  Beer, 
Boards,  plank,  scantling,  and  all  other 

sawed  timber  or  stuff  calculated  at 

inch  measure,  except  such  as  is  enu- 
merated below,  in   No.  56  and  No. 

115,    if   conveyed    in   boats  or 

scows,  1000  ft.  b'rd  nis. 


emigrat- 

per  1000  lbs 

0 

7 

do 

0 

fi 

do 

0 

6 

do 

0 

5 

do 

0 

•2 

do 

0 

6 

do 

0 

6 

per  cord 

1 

0 

per  1000  lbs. 

0 

6 

do 

0 

6 

Do  if  conveyed  in  rafts 

Bran  and  ship  stuff. 
Bricks, 

Buckwheat,  Butter, 
Burrs,  French  in  blocks. 
Charcoal, 
Cheese, 
Cider, 

Clay,  earth,  sand  and  gravel. 
Coal  mineral, 


do 


r  lOCOlbs 

0     5 

do 

0  3i 

do 

0     6 

do 

0     7 

do 

0     5 

do 

0     6 

do 

0     5 

do 

0     2 

do 

0  ;i 

Coke, 

Copper  in  sheets  and  manufactured,         do  1 

Corn,  Indian,  do  0 

Cotton,  do  0 

Deer,  Buffalo  and  Moose  skins,  do  0 

Drugs  and  Medicines,  do  1 

Dry  Goods,  do  1 

!  Earl  hen  Ware,  do  0 

Feathers,  Fish,  salted  or  fresh,  do  0 

Flour,  do  0 

Furniture,  household,  do  1 

Furs,  and  peltry,  except  Deer,  Buf- 
falo, and  Moose  skins,  do  1 
Glass  ware,                                                      do  1 
Grind  stones. 
Groceries, 
Gypsum, 

Hardware  and  Cutlery, 
Hay, 

Heading  and  Bolts  for  Cedar  ware. 
Heading  and  Hoop  Poles  for   barrels 

ajid  hogsheads,  if  conveyed  in  boats 

or  scows, 

Do     do     if  transported  in  rafts 
Hemp  and  Hempen  yarns. 
Hides,  raw,  of  domest;c  animals, 
Hops, 
Iron  Ore, 

do  Scraps,  Pigs  and  broken  castings, 

do  Castings,  Blooms  and  Anchonies, 

do  Bar,  rolled,  slit  or  hammered 
Lard, 
Laths  sawed  of  less  than  5  ft.  in  length 

and  split  laths. 
Lead,  bar  and  pig, 

do     White,  Red  and  Litharge, 
Lealher,  dressed  and  undressed, 
Lime, 
Limestone, 
Liquors,  foreign. 
Live  stock. 
Mahogany  wood, 
Manure, 
Marble,  in  blocks, 

do         sawed, 

do         manufactured. 
Mill  stones, 
i  Nails  and  Spikes, 
Oats, 

Od  of  all  kinds.  Oysters, 
Paints  and  djestuffs. 
Paper, 

Pork,  silted  or  fresh. 
Posts,  split  or  round  for  fencing,  if  cai 

ried  in  boa's  or  scows,  p( 

do  if  conveyed  on  rafts. 
Potatoes,  turnips  and  other  veget.i- 

bles,  per  1000  lbs.   0 

Queens  ware  and  China-ware,  do  1 

Rags,  do  0 

Kails,  split  for  fencing,  if  carried  in 

boats  or  scows,  per  hundred  0 

do  ifccMivtyed  on  rafts,  do  0 

Ropes  and  Cordage,  per  1000  lbs.   1 

Rosin,  do  0 

Rye,  do  0 

S.ilt,  do  0  _, 

Seed,   Clover,   Timothy,   Flax  and 

other  kinds  of  do  0 

Shingles,  long,  if  cqnveyed  in  boats 

or  scows,  per  thousand,  0 

do         do     if  conveyed  on  rafts.  do.  0 

do     short,  if  conveyed  in  boats   or 

scows,  do  0 


do 

0     7 

do 

1     2 

do 

0     7 

do 

1     0 

do 

0    3 

do 

0     4 

do 

0     3 

do 

0     6 

do 

0     5 

do 

0     8 

do 

0     6 

do 

0     3 

do 

0  4i 

do 

0     3 

do 

1     0 

do 

0     6 

do 

0     3 

do 

0     5 

do 

1     2 

do 

1     2 

do 

0  3i 

do 

0     2 

do 

1     2 

do 

0     6 

do 

1     0 

do 

0     2 

.lo 

0    3 

do 

0     5 

do 

1     0 

do 

0   r 

do 

1     0 

do 

0     6 

do 

1     0 

do 


hundred, 
do 
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Toll  per  mile 


Shingles,  short,  if  conveyed  in  boats 
or  scows,  per 

do     Cedar,  if  conveyed  in  boats  or 


scows. 

do 

0 

4 

slate  for  roofing, 

per 

lUOO  lbs 

0 

5 

Staves    for    Pipes,    Hogsheads    » 

nd 

Barrels,   if  conveyed  in 

boats 

or 

scows. 

do 

0 

3 

the  same,  if  conveyed  on 

rafts. 

do 

0 

6 

do  Cedar,  if  conveyed  in 

boats 

or 

scows. 

do 

0 

4 

Steam  Engines,  steel. 

do 

1 

2 

Stone,  entirely  unwroujjht, 

do 

0 

2 

do     wrought. 

do 

0 

4 

Stone,  So»p, 

do 

0 

5 

Stone  Hare, 

do 

0 

7 

do 

0 

3 

Tallow, 

do 

0 

6 

Tar, 

do 

0 

9 

Tile, 

do 

0 

5 

Timber,  round  and  square. 

ifconv 

eyed 

in  boats  or  scows, 

P 

-rlOO 

cubic  ft 

0 

7 

do  ifciinveyed  on  rafts. 

do 

2 

0 

Tin  and  tin  ware. 

per 

1000  lbs 

1 

2 

Tobacco  manufactured. 

do 

1 

2 

do     not  manufactured. 

do 

0 

5 

Wheat, 

do 

0 

6 

Whiskey  and  other  Domes 

ic  Liq 

lors, 

do 

0 

7 

Window  bhnds,  sawed   stuff  for,  "not 

exceeding  i  of  an  inch  in 

thickness. 

do 

0 

6 

Window  Glass, 

do 

0 

9 

Wood  for  fuel,  if  conveyed  in  boats 

or  scows,  per  cord     1     0 

do     if  conveyed  on  ratts,  do  2     0 

Wool,  per  1000  lbs  0     6 

On  all  articles  not  enumerated,  pass- 
ing Southward  or  Eastward  do  0     7 

On  all  articles  not  enumerated,  pass- 
ing Northward  and  Westward,  do  12 

On  all  boats  and  other  vessels  used 
chiefly  for  the  trau'portation  of 
property,  per  mile     3     0 

On  all  boats  and  other  vessels  made 
and  used  chiefly  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  pei^ons,  do  10     0 

On  e:ich  person  over  12  years  of  age 
trxnsported  in  a  boat  used  chit-fly 
for  the  transportation  of  pr(  perty,         do  0     5 

On  each  person  over  12  years  of  age, 
transported  in  a  boat  used  chiefly 
for  the  transportation  of  parsons,  do  0  7i 

No  toU  shall  be  charged  for  tite  bag^nse  of  any  passen- 
ger when  the  weight  of  the  same  dues  not  exceed  fifty 

pounds. 

OCT-LET  LIFT  LOCKS. 

Tht  following  Toll  shall  be  charged  on  Boats,  Arhs,  Rafts 
and  other  Craft,  passing  through  Out-Let  Lift  Locks 
connecting  with  rivers.    For  each  sucli  passage. 

For  every  loaded  ark,  Durham  or  river  Boat,  and 
Craft,   not  built  expressly  for  navigating  the  Canal, 


for  passing  a  double  lock. 
For  either  of  the  same  passing  a  single  lock. 
For    do     do  if  empty  passing  a  double  lock. 
For     do     do  if  empty  passin„'  a  single  lock. 
For  each  raft  of  Lumber, 
For  each  buat  navigating  the  Union,   and  not 

the  Pennsjlvania  Canal,  passing  the  out- let 

locks  at  Portsmouth, 

Provided,  That  no  Boat,  Raft  or  other  Craft, 
charged  for  passing  the  tide  lock  at  Bristnl,  while  the 
same  remains  open  bv  the  operatiortsof  the  tide:  And 
provided  also,  tl\al  all  Buats,  navigating  tl\e  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company's  Canal,  and  likewise  "  all 
Vol.  XV.  6 


75   cts 
50 
37  i 


all  be 


river  Boats  or  .Srks  owned  by  ani/  perssn  residing  on  the 
Lehigh  ttiver,  shall  be  entitled  to  pass  the  out-let  luck  at 
Boston,  either  going  into  tlie  riiter  Delaware,  or  returning 
therefrom,  without  toll  or  charge  fur  such  passage. 

Any  Boat,  Ark  or  other  craft,  which  may  have  de- 
scended a  River  running  parallel  with  any  portion  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  and  which,  on  its  return  voy- 
age, enters  and  parses  upon  the  said  canal,  shall  pay,  in 
addition  to  the  toll  already  established,  thihty  clnts 
per  mile,  for  every  mile  such  Boat,  Ark  or  other  Craft 
may  navigate  the  Canal. 

Every  Float  lying  in,  or  occupying  any  public  Basin 
connected  with  the  Canal,  except  while  receiving  or 
discharging  its  cargo,  (for  which  purpose  48  hours  are 
allowed  if  neces.sary)  shall  be  charged  25  cents  a  day 
for  each  and  every  day  such  Boat  shall  remain  therein. 

Weigh  Locks. — For  weighing  each  Boat  or  other 
vessel  not  navigating  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,      50  cts. 

RATES  OF  TOLL, 

To  be  charged  on  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia,  and 
Alleghenij  Portage  Rail  ways,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  February,  1835. 

ARTICLES.  Toll  per  mile. 

Agricultural  implements,   carts,   wagons  c.   m. 

sleighs,  ploughs  and  mechanics  tools, 
necessary  for  the  owner's  individual 
use,  when  accompanied  by  the  owner 
emigrating,  per  1000  lbs.  1     0 

Agricultura  IproJuctions   not  parti- 
cularly specified,  do  0     8 

Ale  and  Porter  in  barrels,  do  0     8 

Apples,  Peaches,   and   other   green 
fruit. 

Ashes,  leached. 
Do.      Poland  Pearl,  Bacon,  Barley, 

Bark  unground. 

Bark  ground.  Beef  salted.  Beer, 

Boards,    Plank,    Scantling,    and   all 
oth.r  sawed  limber. 

Bran  and  Shij)  stuff, 

Bricks, 

Buckwheat,  Butter, 

Burrs,  French  in  blocks, 

Charcoal,  Cheese, 

Cider, 

Clay,  Earth,  Sand  and  Gravel,  Coal 
Mineral, 

Coke, 

Copper  in  Sheets  and  Manufactured, 

Com,  Indian,  Cotton. 

Deer,  Buffaloe  and  Moose  Skins, 

Drugs  and  Medicines,  Dry  Goods, 

Earthen-ware,  Feathers,  Fish,  salted 
or  fresh.  Flour, 

Furniture,  household, 

Furs  and  Peltry,  except  Deer,   Buf- 
faloe and  Moose  skins. 

Glass  Ware,  Groceries, 

Grind  Stones, 

Gypsum, 

Hardware  and  Cutlery, 

Hay, 

Heading  and  Bolts  for  Cedar  Ware, 

Heading  and  Hoop  Poles  for  Barrels 
and  Hogsheads, 

Hemp  and  Hempen  Yarns,  Hops, 

Hides,  raw,  of  domestic  animals. 

Iron  Ore, 
Do  Scraps,   Pigs  and  broken  Cast- 
ings, 
Do  Castings,  Blooms  and  Ancho- 

Do  Bar,  Uolled.  Slit  or  Hammered, 
Laths   sawed  of  less  than   5  feet  in 
length  and  split  laths, 


do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

1 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

1 

do 

0 

do 

1 

do 

3 

do 

0 

do 

1 

do 

2 

do 

do 

1 

do 

0 

do 

1 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

1 

do 

0 

do 

0 

do 

T 

do 

1 
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do 

0  5 

do 

0  3 

do 

I  6 

do 

0  8 

do 

I     4 

do 

0  3 

do 

0  5 

do 

0  7 

do 

1     4 

do 

1  0 

do 

1  4 

do 

0  8 

do 

0 

6 

do 

1 

6 

do 

0 

do 

0 

.5 

do  . 

1 

6 

do 

1 

4 

do 

0 

8 

do 

0 

5 

do 

1 

0 

do 

0 

8 

do 

0 

7 

do 

0 

8 

do 

0 

5 

<lo 
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do 

1 

6 

do 

2 

0 

do 
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do 

0 

fi 

do 

0 

8 

do 

1 

0 

do 

0 

5 

do 

0 

8 

do 
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do 
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do 

1 

fi 

do 

1 

fi 

do 

0 

8 

do 

1 

0 

do 

1 

4 

do 

0 

5 

do 

0 

8 

per  mile, 
do 
do 
do 


do 


ARTICLES.  Toll  per  mile. 

€.       M. 

Lead,  Bai-  and  Pi,?,  Lafd,  do  0     8 

Do     Wliite,  Red  and  Litharge,  do  16 

Leather,  dressed  and  undressed,  do  1     6 

Lime, 

Limestone, 

Liquors,  Foreign, 

Live  Slock, 

Mahogany  Wood, 

Manure, 

Marble,  in  blocks 
Do      s,iwed. 
Do      manufactured. 

Mill  Stones, 

Nails  and  Spikes, 

Oats, 

Oil  of  all  kinds.  Oysters,  Paints  and 
Dye-stuffs,  Paper, 

Pork,  salted  or  fresh. 

Posts,  split  or  round  for  fencing. 

Potatoes,  turnips  and  other  vegeta- 
bles, 

Queens-ware  and  China-ware, 

Rags, 

Rails,  split  for  fencing. 

Ropes  and  Cordage 

Rosin, 

Rye, 

Salt,  parsing  eastward. 
Do  passing  westward. 

Seed,  Clover,  Timothy,  Flax  and 
otlier  kinds  of. 

Shingles, 

Slate  for  roofing. 

Staves  for  Pipes,  Hogsheads  and 
Barrels, 

Staves,  Cedar, 

Steam  Engines, 

Steel, 

Stone,  entirely  unwroughtf 
Do.     wrought 

Stone,  Soap, 

Stone  Ware, 

Straw, 

Tallow, 

Tar, 

Timber,  roui.d  and  square. 

Tin  and  Tin  Ware, 

Tobacco  manufactured. 

Do       not  manufactured.  Wheat, 

Whiskey  and  other  Domestic  Liquors, 

Window  Glass, 

Wood  for  Fuel, 

Wool, 

On  all  articles  not  eiiiimeraled,  pass- 
ing eastward,  do 

On  all  articles  not  enumerated,  pass- 
ing westward,  do 

On  the  United  States  Mail,  for  every 
ten  pounds. 

On  each  Burden  Car, 

On  each  Passenger  Car, 

Oil  each  B.iggage  Car, 

On  each  passenjjer  over  12  yenrs  of 
age,  transported  in  a  Car,  of  any 
description, 

Ou-each  passenger  between  6  and  j 

12  years  of  age,  do  Oil 

Fitly  pounds  of  baggage  will  be  allowed  to  each  pas- 1 

senger,  free  of  charge.     All   e.\ira  baggage  shall  be  ' 

charged  at  the  rate   of  one  mill   per   mile,   for   every 

twenty  pounds.  | 

ViAuccTS. — For  crossing  the  Schujlkill  Viaduct,  the 

eame  rates  of  toll  as  are  now,  or  may  be  charged  for  1 

crossing  the  Permanent  Bridge,  over  the  River  Schuyl- 
kill, at  Philadelphia.  I 


Any  person  passing  over  a  bridge  or  viaduct  on  the 
Rail  way,  where  toll  is  or  may  be  chargeable, who  shall 
refuse  to  pay  such  toll  to  the  Collector,  when  demand- 
ed, shall  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars,  for  each  and  every 
such  offence. 

WEIGHT   OF  ARTICLES. 

In  the  colledion  of  Toll,  all  articles  are  tu  be  charged  at 

their  exact  weight — but  when  not  weighed, the  annexed 

articles  are  to  be  computed  as  fdlows: 
Ashes,  pot  and  pearl,  per  barrel,  320  lbs. 

Beef,  siilted,  do  280 

Rrick,  '  per  1000        4500 

Barley,  per  bushel         45 

Buckwheat,  do  45 

Corn,  do  56 

Flour,  per  barrel        212 

Fish,  salted,  do  300 

Heading  for  barrels,  per  1000         4500 

Do.       for  hogsheads,  do  5600 

Hoop  poles  for  barrels,  do  5600 

Do  for  hogsheads,  do  1 1200 

Lime,  per  bushel        80 

Limestone,  per  perch  of  25  cubic  feet,  4000 

Liquors  of  all  kinds,  per  barrel      300 

Oil  of  all  kinds,  do  280 

Oats,  ,  per  bushel        30 

Oysters,  do  75 

Pork,  salted,  per  barrel       280 

Rosin,  do  280 

Rye,  per  bushel         56 

Seed  clover,  and  all  other  kinds,  56 

Staves  per  pipes,  per  1000       5600 

Do     for  hogsheads,  do  4500 

Do     for  barrels,  do  3750 

Stone  unwrought,  per  perch  of  25  cubic  feet,  3750 
Tar,  per  barrel  of  28  gallons         320 

Wheat,  per  bushel  60 

The  foregoing  Rates  of  Toll,  to  take  effect  and  be  in 
force,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1835. 

JAMES  CLARKE, 
JOHN  MITCH f.LL, 
ROBERT   M'COY, 
Canal  Commissioners. 
Attest, 

Fks.  R.  Shubk,  Secretary. 


THE  SCHUYLKILL  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Report  of  the  President  and  Managers  of  The  Schuyl- 
kill  Navigation    Company,   to  the  Stockholders 

January  5,  1835. 

In  presenting  their  annual  Report,  the  President  and 
Managers  have  the  pleasure  again  to  congratulate  the 
Stockholders  upon  the  prosperous  state  of  the  Compa- 
ny's affairs. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  just 
ended,  their  anticipations  of  business  and  income  «ere 
clouded  by  the  general  derangement  of  the  currency 
of  the  nation,  and  tlie  consequent  inactivity  of  every 
description  of  trade,  as  well  as  by  the  oversupply  of 
coal  in  tie  prt  ceding  year,  which  had  left  a  large  stock 
on  hand.  The  influence  of  these  causes  was  felt  very 
seriously  in  the  first  half  year;  but  a  great  improvement 
it  will  be  perceived,  took  place  in  the  second,  the  ap- 
prehension of  a  scarcity  of  coal,  from  the  short  supply 
in  the  early  part  of  the  season  having  produced  an  in- 
creased demand  for  the  article,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
a  renewed  activity  in  the  trade.  The  total  product 
fills  somewhat  short  of  that  of  the  preceding  year;  but 
the  tr;ide  and  income  for  the  second  half  year,  begin- 
ning from  the  first  Monday  of  August  last,  are  greater 
than  for  tile  corresponding  period  of  1833.  The  ag- 
gregate for  the  whole  season  of  navigation  exceeded 
what  was  expected. 


1835.] 
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The  new  works  at  Ueadingf  hav'mfr  been  jjiit  inlo  op- 
erstioii  so  as  to  supply  the  place  of  the  former  works 
near  that  town,  a  great  and  constant  somce  of  vexa- 
tion and  dfluy,  as  Well  as  ot  uneasiness  and  alarm,  has 
been  effectually  closed  up. 

By  means  of  t  lis,  and  of  other  economical  arrange- 
ments adopted  at  various  points  by  the  ISourd,  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Company  have  been  very  mucli  diminish- 
ed; and  hence,  though  the  income  has  been  less,  the 
two  semi-annual  dividends  will  together  be  nearly  equal 
to  the  next  preceding'  ones 

Tiie  improvement  of  the  whole  line  of  the  works  has 
made  it  practicable  to  employ  much  larger  boats  than 
formerly;  and  the  double  locks  have  so  accelerat- 
ed the  passaije  of  boats  as  very  much  to  lessen  tlie  time 
required  for  making  their  voyages.  Instead  of  boats 
averaging  thirty  to  thirty-five  tons,  and  consuming  in 
the  descent  and  return  from  twelve  to  fourteen  days, 
the  last  year's  average  was  not  less  than  rorty-five  tons 
per  boat,  miiiy  of  them  carrying  upwards  of  fitly  tons, 
and  the  time  occupied  was  only  from  seven  to  nine 
days. 

rhe  importance  of  the  Reservoir  on  Tumbling  run 
has  been  lully  proved  during  the  latter  part  of  the  sum- 
mer and  fall.  From  the  25th  of  August  to  the  15th  of 
November,  with  the  exception  of  about  a  week,  when 
there  was  aid  from  a  slight  fall  of  rain,  the  boats  were 
enabled  to  carry  their  usual  full  loads  only  by  means  of 
a  supply  of  water  from  the  reservoir. 

In  all  the  experience  of  the  Board,so  dry  a  season  has 
never  been  known,  and  but  tor  the  supply  from  the  re- 
servoir the  business  of  the  navigation  must  have  been 
much  diminished  above  the  mountain.and  materially  af- 
fected below  it;  for  though  the  water  did  not  cease  to 
run  over  the  dam  at  J'air  Mount,  and  many  other  of  the 
dams,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  doubted  that  such  would  not 
have  been  the  case  but  for  the  assistance  from  the  wa- 
ter from  the  reservoir. 

In  a  former  communication  the  Board  stated  that 
they  had  secured  ground  tor  an  additional  reservoir. — 
1  hey  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  constructed  with- 
out delay,  for  which  purpose  a  survey  has  been  already 
made,  and  a  draft  of  the  one  projected,  as  well  as  of 
the  one  in  operation,  is  submiited  to  the  Stockholders, 
together  with  a  report  of  the  Company's  Engineer,  Ed- 
ward H.  Gill,  a  gentleman  in  whom  the  Board  repose 
great  confidence. 

The  present  reservoir  contains  nine  hundred  thou- 
sand cubic  yards.  I  he  new  one  will  hold  a  larger 
quantity,  supplying  together  about  one  million  lime 
hundred  and  fifiy  ihousand  cubic  yards  of  water. 

Agreeably  to  the  anticipation  of  the  Board,  the  two 
newlock*  at  the  Vincent  canal  wentintooperation  on  the 
4th  of  July  last.  The  Board  would  then  have%uspended 
their  operations  until  they  could  have  obtained  new  di- 
rections from  thcStockholders.asthe  funds  a[)propriated 
for  doubling  tlie  locks  were  more  than  exausted;  but 
on  examination  of  the  old  locks  at  Kernsville,  it  was 
deemed  unsafe  to  depend  upon  them  for  another  sea- 
son without  extensive  repairs,  which  could  only  be 
made  to  advantage  in  the  summer,  and  this  would  have 
had  the  effect  of  delaying  the  trade  for  a  consideiable 
time.  It  was  therelore  deemed  indispensable  to  con- 
struct immediately  the  additional  lock  contemplitedat 
that  place.  The  work  was  accoidingly  begun,  and  it 
will  be  ready  to  go  into  operation  on  the  opening  of 
the  navigation  in  the  spring. 

Another  point  of  equal  importance,  and  requiring 
early  attention,  was  the  lock  at  the  out  let  of  the  Girard 
canal,  near  to  which  a  considerable  slip  from  a  hill  had 
happened  in  1824,  and  filled  the  canal;  since  which 
time,  until  recently,  there  seemed  to  be  no  further 
danger,  but  another  inclination  to  move  has  been  late- 
ly  observed,  which  threatens  a  dangerous  obstruction, 
and  it  was  deemed  best,  without  delay,  to  construct  an 
additional  lock  about  eight  hundred  feet  above  the  old 
one,  and  entirely  out  of  reach  of  such  a  formidable  ac- 


cident. This  has  been  commenced,  and  will  be  ready 
early  in  the  spring  The  new  lock  will  obviate  all  ap- 
prehension from  this  cause. 

The  Board,  keeping  in  view  the  directions  of  the 
Stockholders  to  d  .ubie  all  the  locks  at  the  points 
where  they  are  combined,  determined  to  proceed  with 
these  two  indispensable  improvements,  and  to  rely  on 
the  Stockholders  to  furnish  means  for  paying  the  cost, 
as  well  as  to  provide  for  the  other  works  in  which  the 
Board  had  engaged  hi  obedience  to  their  directions. — 
They  have,  therifore,  prepared  the  draft  of  an  ordi- 
nance, with  an  estimate  of  tlie  sums  tliat  will  be  re- 
quisite for  the  purposes  just  mentioned,  to  which  is  to 
be  added  as  much  more  as  will  be  necessary  to  complete 
the  reservoir  and  the  two  locks  at  Frick's,  so  necessary 
to  facilitate  the  tr.de  with  the  Union  and  Slate  canals, 
and  such  other  work  as  the  Stockholders  have  ordered 
to  be  done. 

The  remainder  of  the  loan,  authorized  in  January, 
1833,  was  raised  at  the  rate  of  interest  of  five  per  cent. 

The  Board  have  to  announce,  with  much  regret,  the 
decease  on  tlie  26th  July  last,  of  their  late  Treasurer 
and  Secretary,  Thomas  Harper.  These  offices  he  had 
filled  with  satisfaction  to  the  Board,  and  with  singular 
integrity  and  correctness,  since  the  year  1816. 

The  quantity  of  eoal  shipped  from  the  Schuylkill 
mines  in  1834,  was  tons  224,242 

There  were  received  from  the  Union 
Canal  2,450 

The  mines  on  the  Lehigh  produced  106,244 

Those  of  the  Lackawana  produced  43,700 


Making  in  all 

From  the  same  sources,  there  came 


376,636       / 
487,971 


market  in  1833 


Showing  a  difference  in  the  two  years  of  1 11, 335 
but  against  this  is  to  be  placed  the  quantity  on  hand  at 
the  beginning  of  1834,  which  may  be  estimated  at 
about  an  equal  quantity,  and  showing  the  supply  in 
1834  to  be  equal  to  that  of  1833,  except  the  quantity 
on  hand  on  the  opening  of  1833  (computed  to  be  about 
60,000  tons)  and  wh.ch  entered  into  the  consumption 
of  that  year. 

It  is  therefore  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  on  the 
opening  of  the  trade  in  the  spring  very  little  coal  will 
be  found  remaining  on  hand,  and  that  we  may  there- 
fore count  upon  a  large  trade  in  this  article,  and  a  very 
brisk  demand  during  the  present  year.  Favourable 
considerations  for  future  estimates  are  to  be  found  also 
in  the  important  and  extensive  improvements  of  the 
State  on  the  north  and  west  branches  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, which  bid  fair  not  only  to  conduce  to  the  great 
benefit  of  the  State,  but  to  add  materially  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  navigation  on  our  canal,  as  the  first  link 
of  communication. 

Ihe  completion  of  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  Rail 
Road,  as  far  as  the  mines  belonging  to  the  city,  pro- 
mises to  add  very  largely  to  the  supply  of  coal,  and 
its  progress  to  the  Susquehanna  now  rapidly  advanc- 
ing, will  bring  still  further  contiibution  to  the  trade  on 
our  works,  which  we  may  be  permitted  to  say  will  soon 
be  ready   for  any  increase  of  business  that  may  be  re- 

Of  tlie  quantity  ot  coal  from  the  Schuylkill  mines, 
i  there  were  delivered  by  the  wav,  short  of  the  city. 

tons     18,572 


The  toll  on  coal,  was                                  g204,0o3  04 
And  on  other  articles,  95.330  91 

Making  the  total  receipts  §299,383  95 

Of  which  there  was  from  the  ascending  trade, 

$53,574  91 
And  from  the  descending  trade,  243,809  04 

The   whole  tonnage  conveyed  last  year,  was 

tons    395,720 
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Of  which  belonged  to   the   ascending  trade 

tons     55,953 

nilto         desceniling         ditto  339,767 

Ot  the  loll  which  was  derived  from  the  Union  Canal, 

there  was  of  the  ascending  trade  $25,967  79 

Ditto         descending  trade  22,961   94 

Making  a  total  of      •  S48,929  73 

The  rents  in  1834,  from  Real  Estate,  Ground  renis, 
and  Water  rents,  amounted  to  $16,687  67 

And  the  arrears  amount  to  5,441   34 

The  income  in  1835,  fiom  rent?,  it  is  estimated, 
will  be  gl 8,209  82 

1  he  Board  ofTtr  as  part  of  their  Kcpori,  the  follow- 
ing statements: 

No.  1.  A  tabular  account  of  ihe  business  of  the  Com- 
pany since  iis  commencement,  showing  the  quantity  of 
coal  transported,  the  rents  received,  and  the  toll  in  coal 
£nd  other  articles. 

No.  2.  A  general  account  current,  sh-jwing  the  cost 
of  the  works,  the  Capital  Stock,  the  Money  borrowed, 
the  Current  Expenses,  §cc. 

No.  3  and  4-  Accounts  of  the  various  articles 
which  were  conveyed  up  and  down  the  navigation  in 
1834. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  after  passing 
through  a  season  attended  in  its  commencement  with 


serious  discouragements,  the  concerns  of  the  Company, 
witli  reference  to  the  past,  are  far  moie  satisfactory 
than  it  was  expected  ihey  would  be,  and  with  a  view 
to  the  future,  are  more  encouraging  ihan  at  any  former 
period.  The  works,  throughout,  ate  in  good  order. — 
The  supply  of  water  is  made  secure,  even  for  seasons 
the  most  unpropitious.  And  the  employment  for  the 
navigation  is  steadily  increasing,  by  the  constant  growth 
of  the  trade  heretofore  carried  on,  and  the  continual 
opening  of  new  sources,  the  supplies  from  which  will 
come  in'o  this  channel.  Of  the  probable  results  from 
the  extension  of  improvements  by  the  State  or  by  Com- 
panies, as  applied  to  any  given  period,  there  are  not 
yet  data  to  form  any  estimate.  All  that  is  certain  seems 
to  be,  that  in  a  very  few  years  they  must  greatly  aug- 
ment the  usefulness  of  the  navigation  to  the  public  and 
its  value  to  the  Stockholders. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  there  is  a  sure  depen- 
dence upon  the  atigmented  productiveness  of  its  ac- 
customed trade,  in  a  ratio  of  which  some  opinion  may 
be  fc.rmed  as  to  the  year  now  entered  upon. 

Jtidging  from  the  past  and  ihe  present,  it  is  quite 
within  bounds  to  believe,  that  the  tonnage  transported 
on  Ihe  navigation  will  very  much  exceed  that  of  1834. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOSEPH  S.  LEWIS,  Presideat. 

January  5lh,  1835. 


General  StaUment  of  Ihe  Business  of  the  Company  from  its  Commencement. 


Years. 

1       1  otal 

Tons  of 

l-ull   on  Ca- 

Toll on  oth. 

Total  loll. 

Descending  Ascending  1 

Amount  of 

tonnage. 

Coal. 

nal. 

er  articles. 

Toll. 

Toll. 

Rents. 

1815  ■> 

g        c. 

$        c. 

S        c. 

$        c. 

g      c. 

S      c. 

1816  J. 

1817  5 
1818 

No  receipts  i 

a  these  years. 

233  00 

1819 

1,202   16 

1820 

803  07 

1821 

1,792  60 

1822 

1,054  97 

1823 

1,964  38 

1824 

635  00 

1825 

6,500 

9,700  00 

6,075  74 

15,775  74 

13,363  74 

2,412  00 

4,700  00 

1826 

32,404 

16,767 

25,147  00 

18,961  87 

43,108  87 

32,968  97 

10,139  90 

4,900  00 

1827 

65,501 

31,360 

33,317  00 

24,832  74 

58,i49  74 

42,865  27 

15,284  47 

6,967  00 

1828 

105-,463 

47,284 

46,202  00 

40,969  56 

87,171  56 

64,001  56 

23,170  00 

7,618  00 

1829 

134.5-H 

79,973 

77,032  00 

43,007  00 

120,039  00 

92,186  00 

27,H53  00 

10,574  00 

1830 

180,755 

89,984 

87,192  00 

60,973  95 

148,165  95 

105,231  36 

42,934  59 

13,800  00 

1831 

196  413 

81.854 

78,781  00 

55,224  32 

134,005  92 

99,995  52 

34,010  40 

13,750  00 

1832 

327,921 

209,271 

199,784  00 

65,045  70 

264,829  7U 

218,218  00 

46,611  70 

15,207  00 

1833 

445,849 

252,971 

228,138  00 

97,348  00 

325,486  63 

263,744  00 

61,743  63 

16,673  00 

1834 

395,720 

226,692 

204,490  14 

95,350  91 

299,841  05 

246.266  14 

53,574  91 

15.687  67 

Statement  of  the  Jlccounts  of  the  Company,  January  1,  1835. 


Capital  Stock, 
Permanent  Loans, 
Contingent  Fund  ii 
vested  in  Loan, 


DR. 

81,341,560  07 
16,039  93 


Tolls  of  1834,   including  balance  of 

83,239  58  from  1833, 
Rents, 

Contingent  Fund, 
^ndivi^ual  Accounts, 


§1,652,600  00 


1,357,600  00 

302,623  43 

16,687  67 

429  52 

14,403  79 


83,344,344  41 


CR. 

General   charges,    beinn    cost  of  the 

works,    including   Real  Estate   and 

damages. 
Current  expenses, being  cost  of  repairs, 

Sal.ry  to     Officers,     Lock-keepers' 

wages,  &c.  this  year. 
Interest  Account  this  year. 
Dividend  No.  9,  made  in  August  last, 
Individual  Accounts  unsettled. 
Cash,  balance, 


68,110  60 
66,566  37 
74,299  50 
31,650  28 
54,754  04 

§3,344,344  41 
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No.  3. 
7\mnage  ofjrtielei  ascending  the  Siver, 
Merchandize,  19,849 


Fish. 

2.962 

8»lt, 

3,472 

Plaster, 

10,070 

Grain. 

48S 

Iron. 

1,829 

Blooms.Plg  Iron  and  Cast- 

ings, 

354 

Na,U. 

10 

Lime  and  Limestone, 

5.702 

Iron  Ore. 

3,002 

Bricks, 

473 

Porter  and  Ale, 

62 

Lumber, 

3,488 

Marble  and  Stone, 

243 

Coal. 

2,179 

Flour. 

251 

Sundries. 

343 

Burrs. 

78 

Steel. 

12 

Clay. 

105 

Sand, 

159 

Wood. 

299 

Bacon 

11 

Whiskey, 

20 

Hay, 

52 

Gravel, 

308 

55,821 

Passing  Fair  Mount  only 

132 

Tons  55,953 

Tonnoee  of  Articles  desunding  the  River,  1834. 
Coal,  226,692 


Flour, 

10,255 

Whiskey. 

1.953 

Lumber, 

U.R03 

Grain. 

10,734 

Iron. 

1,955 

Blooms,  Pig  Iron  and 

Castmgs, 

5,844 

Nails, 

1,445 

Lime  and  Limestone, 

56,102 

Iron  Ore, 

1,563 

Butter, 

249 

Leather, 

349 

Marble, 

240 

Stone, 

1,767 

Bark, 

306 

Wood. 

1,101 

Tobacco. 

1,147 

Pork. 

800 

Sundries. 

427 

Steel, 

7 

Starch, 

57 

Oil, 

33 

Glass 

175 

Peltries, 

38 

Wool, 

229 

Cotton, 

31 

Rags 

121 

Feathers, 

43 

Coke 

11 

Horns, 

2 

Potash, 

12 

Sumach, 

2 

Ginseng, 

16 

Beef, 

8 

Bricks. 

7 

Merchandise, 

40 

338,564 

Fair  Mount  only. 

1,203 

RESOLUTION. 

Adopted  by  the  Stockholders,  5 
Resolved,  Tli.it,  in  consideration  of 
fill  se>-vicesof  the  lale  Thomas  Harper 
years  Secrelai-y  and  Treasurer  ot  lli< 
very  moderale  compensation,  and  as 
ment  of  regard  for  the  memory  of  an 
the  Company  with  so  much  zeal  and 
in  its  service,  the  President  and  Mar 
to  present  to  the  Widow  of  the  sa 
One  thousand  dollars,  together  with 
solution. 


Jan.  1835. 
the  lon^  and  faith- 
,  Esq.  for  eighteen 
?  Company,  with  a 
lan  acknowledge, 
officer  who  served 
integrity,  and  died 
lafrers  be  directed 
id  Thomas  Harper 
a  copy  of  this  re- 


OFFICEUS  OF 

The  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  for  1835. 

Joseph  S.  Lewis,  President. 

MANAGERS. 


Manuel  Eyre, 
Jonas  Preston, 
Thomas  Firth, 
George  W.  Holsteii 
Joshua  Lippincolt, 
Lindzey  Nicholson, 


Henry  Troth, 
Charles  H.  Baker, 
John  Sergeant, 
John  Bohlen, 
Edmund  Wilcox, 
Joseph  T.  Mather. 


Claudius  Harper,  Treasurer  and  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CANAL    COMMISSIONERS. 

Report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  upon  the  amount 

saved  to  the  State  in  the  construction   of  the  Public 

Improvements  by  the  facilities   afforded   by  them — 

Read  in  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  Jan.  9,  1835. 

Hos.  Jamf.s  Thompson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatiies. 
Sir: — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  18th  of  December  last,  requiring  the  Canal  Crm- 
missioners  lo  report  to  the  House  the  amount  of  money 
saved  to  the  Stale  in  the  construction  of  the  public  im- 
provements by  the  facilities  afforded  by  them,  staling 
the  cost  of  transporting  materials  for  their  construction, 
as  far  as  tliey  have  been  transported  on  any  of  the  canals 
and  rail-roads  of  the  Commonwealth  and  charged  with 
toll. 

The  annexed  copies  of  reports  from  the  superintend- 
ents of  the  Columbia  and  Allegheny  Portage  rail  wajs 
are  respectfully  submitted. 

T  hese  reports  contain  the  information  required  in 
detail,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  accurately  ascertained, 
and  it  appears  from  them  that  there  has  been  saved  to 
the  state  in  consequence  of  the  facilities  afl^orded  by  the 
improvements  in  the  transportation  of  materials,  the 
sum  of  sevenly-one  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy. 
six  dollars  and  forty  cents;  but  this  sum  is  far  short  of 
the  actual  amount  Sived.  The  low  prices  at  which 
contractors  were  enabled,  in  many  instances,  to  take 
the  public  work  in  1831,  afl^ords  conclusive  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  they  regulated  their  prices  with  a  proper 
view  to  the  facilities  which  would  be  afforded  to  them 
by  the  works  then  completed. 

As  the  Portage  rail  way  is  located  along  the  slope  of 
the  Allegheny  mountain,  through  uncultivated  land,  a 
great  portion  of  the  supplies  required  by  the  contrac- 
tors, had  to  be  procured  at  Johnstowh — and  had  to  pass 
a  greater  or  less  distance  upon  the  canal  to  that  point, 
and  paid  toll  to  the  State.  1  he  facilities  thus  afforded 
by  the  canal,  could  not  fail  to  have  the  efl^tct  of  redu- 
cing the  prices  at  which  the  work  was  taken.  In  the 
construction  of  the  second  track  which  was  let  after  the 
first  was  completed,  the  saving  to  the  Stale  must  be 
greater  than  that  on  the  first  track,  as  the  facilities 
aff'orded  by  the  first  track  for  transporting  materials 
and  provisions  neces-arily  entered  into  the  estimates  of 
contractors  at  the  time  they  bid  for  the  work — of  the 
amount  thus  saved  to  the  State,  it  is  apparent  no  exact 
calculation  can  be  made. 
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On  the  Columbia  rail  way  llie  saving  to  the  stite  is 
not  so  gieat  as  on  the  Portage  rail  way,  as  it  is  located 
through  a  populous  section  of  the  country,  affordingan 
abundance  ot  all  the  necessary  supplies  lo  enable  con- 
tractors to  carry  on  the  work.  I  he  fact  howe»-er  has 
been  ascertained  that  where  contracts  for  making  the 
second  track  were  abandoned,  the-y  were  subsequently 
re-let  at  lower  prices.  And  in  many  instances  contrac- 
tors sunk  money  in  the  completion  of  the  first  track, but 
saved  themselves  in  completing  tlie  second,  showing 
plainly  that  they  had  taken  into  their  calculations  the 
facilities  which  would  be  afforded  them  by  the  comple- 
tion of  the  first  track. 

The  state  h.^s  also  savtd  money  in  the  construction 
of  canals  authorized  by  the  act  ol  1831,  by  the  facilities 
afforded  by  portions  of  canal  finished  prior  to  that  dale, 
and  paiticularly  in  the  construction  of  the  Wyoming 
line;  alaige  pillion  of  the  supplies  fur  the  workmen 
and  all  the  lime  used  in  the  works  on  ihis  line  were 
transported  from  13  to  17  miles  on  the  canal,  and  paid 
toll  lo  the  state.  These  lacililies  it  cannot  be  doubted 
were  taken  into  consideration  by  the  contractors  who 
bid  for  the  work. 

By  order  of  the  board, 

J.   MITCH  EL,  Canal  Commissioner. 
Canal  Commissioners'  Ui.om,  Monday,  January  8,  1835. 

Rail  Wat  Office,  ? 

Lakcasteh,  January  5,  1835.      S 
James  Clabke,  Esq. 

Fresident  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners. 

Sir: — In  compliance  with  the  request  of  your  board 
accompanying  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Kepresen- 
tatives  of  the  18ih  December  1834,  relative  to  the 
amount  saved  lo  the  stale  in  the  construction  of  the 
pulrlic  improvements  by  the  facilities  afforded  by  llrem, 
&c.     I  beg  leave  to  submit  the   following  report. 

There  liave  been  used  on  the  second  track  of  the 
Columbia  rail  way  24,371  locust  cross  sills,  which  wer 
transported  on  the  rail  way  an  average  distance  of  3 
miles,  costing  by  the  rail-way  including  the  tolls  paid  to 
the  state  16  cents  each.  I  o  have  conveyed  tl 
same  distance  by  w-jgoiis  on  the  turnpike,  they  would 
have  cost  36  cents  each,  making  a  difference  of  20cents, 
which  amount  it  is  fair  to  inler  has  been  saved  to  the 
slate.  As  the  competition  in  procuring  contracts  in- 
duced bidders  to  calculate  the  lowest  prices  at  which 
materials  could  be  tlelivered,  and  had  contractors  not 
calculated  on  delivering  those  ties  for  the  second  track 
on  the  rail  way,  it  is  evident  the  stale  would  have  had 
to  pay  2J  cents  additional  cost  of  transportation. 
Then  24,73.  sills  at  a  saving  of  20  cents 

on  each  woidd  amount  to  4,946  20 

4000  sills  were  puichased  at  Columbia, 

for  the  repairs  of  the  eastern  22  miles 

upon  which  (after  paying  tolls)  the  state 

saved  25  cents  on  each  1,000  00 

3936  tons  of  rail  way  iron  transported  on 

the  rail  way  at  a  saving  of  gl  25  per 

ion  afler  paying  loll  4,920  00 

Amount  saved  in  construction  §10,866  20 

To  the  above  might  fairly  be  added  the  advantages 
resulting  to  the  contrattors,  from  the  use  of  the  first 
track  in  conveying  the  broken  stone  fiom  one  part  of 
their  sections  to  another,  and  which  no  doubt,  entered 
into  their  calculations  in  the  arrangement  of  their  prices, 
but  to  what  amount  there  are  no  data  on  which  to  found 
a  calculation. 

The  advantages  wbich  will  result  to  the  state  from 
the  use  of  timber  so  durable  as  locust,  could  not  have 
taken  place  had  it  not  been  for  the  facilities  afforded  by 
the  stale  canals  for  transporting  ihem;  the  entire  quan- 
tity used  was  brought  upon  the  canal  from  different 
points  between  Kaystown  Branch  and  HolUdaysburg, 
and  many  of  them  were  brought  from  the  west  side  of 


the  Allegheny  mountain  and  conveyed  to  Hollidaysburg 
by  the  western  canal  and  Portage  rail  way. 

Respectiullv  submitted, 

W.  B  MITCHELL, 

Superintendent  Columbia  rail  way. 


RAIL  WAY  OFFICE. 

HoLLisATSBURG,  Jan.  2,  1835. 
James  Clarke,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners: 

Sir: — In  pursuance  of  the  instructions  of  the  board, and 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  herewith 
transmit  jou  a  statement,  which  I  consider  a  fair  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  of  money  saved  to  the  Slate  ui  the 
construction  of  the  public  improvements  by  the  facilities 
afl'orded  by  them  in  transporting  materials  for  the 
Portage  lail  way: 
The  quantity  of  edge  rails  and 

chairs  deUvered  for  the  first 

track,  was  2601  Ions— the 

distance     carried    o-i    the 

Pennsylvania   canal    being 

flora  Portsmouth  to    Holli- 

d.iysdurg,    152  miles;  The 

average  price  was  5J  cents 

per  ton  per  mile,  or  $7  98 

per  ton   for  the  whole  dis- 
tance, Total  cost,  g20,755  98 
To  deliver  the  same  quantity 

by  wagons  from  Portsmouth 

to  Hollidaysburg,  the  price 

could   not  be  less  than  §20 

per    ton,    the   whole   cost 

therefore,  would  be  52,020  00 

Hence  on  2601  tons  there  was 

a  saving  to  the  Slate  of  31,264  02 

The  quantity  of  edge  rails  de- 
livered for  the  second  track, 

by  canal   and  rail  way,  say 

170  miles  from  Portsmouth 

was  1617i  Ions,  the  average 

price  was  5J  cents  per  ton 

per  mile,  or  §9  35  per  ton 

for   the  whole   distance. — 

Total  cost,  15,121  35 

To  deliver  the  same  quantity 

the  same  disance   by  wag- 
ons  would  have  cost    g22 

per  ton,  or  35,579  50 

Saving  to  tlie  Commonwealth 

on  second  track,  20,458  IS 

Entire  saving  on  the  carriage 
of  rails  and  chairs,  §51,722  17 

The  cost  of  American  chairs 
fur  the  arst  track  was 
§69  50  per  ton.  But  by 
reason  of  the  facilities  afford- 
ed by  the  public  improve- 
ments, and  decrease  in  the 
price  of  metal,  the  chairs 
lor  the  second  track  were 
delivered  at  an  average  of 
§55  93  per  ton,  making  a 
difference  of  §13  57.  Upon 
allowing  §4  per  ton  for  the 
decrease  in  the  price  of 
metal  and  there  will  be  a 
saving  to  the  common- 
wealth, because  of  the  non- 
employment  of  wagons  of 
§9  57  per  ton.  I  his  sum 
on  600  tons  will  give  a  total 
saving  to  the  SUte  of  5,742  00 
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1  he  ropes  and  miscellaneous 
articles  tnn^ported  from 
Portsmouth  to  the  Portage 
amounted  to  98^  tons.— 
These  cnuld  not  have  been 
carried  on  wapons  under 
$22  per  ton,  making  the 
sum  of  J2,167  00 

Whereas  the  same  were  car- 
ried by  canal  and  rail  way 
at  an  average  of  $9  35  mak- 
ing, 920  97 

Thereby  saving  to  the  Slate,  1,246  03 

On  the  first  set  of  stationary 
engines  transported  to  the 
Portage,  the  saving  was  in- 
considerable, as  many  of 
them  had  to  be  transported 
by  land  from  Blairsville. — 
The  average  saving,  how-  - 
ever,  on  the  second  set  may 
be  put  down  at  §200  each, 
which  multiplied  by  ten 
gives  2,009  00 

Total  saving  to  the  Common- 
wealtli  on  materials  pur- 
chased for  tlie  Portage  rail 
way  and  transported  on  the 
public  improvements  and 
paying  toll,  §60,710  20 

Respectfullv  submitted, 

S.  JONES,  Superintendent. 


PUBLIC  MEETING. 

In  pursuance  of  public  notice  given,  a  large  and  res- 
pectable meeting  was  held  by  the  I  axpayers  of  Bucks 
county,  at  the  public  house  of  Joseph  Cowell,  in  Point 
Pleasant,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1835,  in  order  to 
oppose  the  daming  of  the  river  Delaware,  at  the  head 
of  Wells'  Falls,  as  recommended  by  the  Commis>ioners 
appointed  by  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jer- 
sey, relative  to  the  use  of  the  water  of  the  river  Dela- 
ware; when  on  motion 

Col.  DANIEL  BOILEAU,  of  Tinicum,  was  appointed 
President,  and 

Jobs  Lewis,  of  Plumstead,  and  Jobs  Derb,  of 
Nockamixon,  Vice  Presidents,  and 

Juhn  N.  SollHny,  Esq.  of  Tinicum,  and  Thomas  Pur- 
stll,  of  Nockamix  n,  Secreiaries. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  being  stated  by  the  Presi- 
dent— on  motion  a  committeeconsi^tingof  the  following 
named  persons,  were  appointed  to  draft  resolutions  ex- 
pressive  of  the  sense  of  this  jneeting,  viz  :— Joseph 
Hough,  Esq.  Barnet  Snyder,  Cephas  Ross,  Nicholas 
Swartz.  Oliver  Hampton,  Stephen  K.  Price,  William 
Youngken,  Isaac  B.  Williams,  Jesse  Thomas,  E-q. 
Pursley  Tintsman,  Jonas  Worman,  Dr.  Watson  P.  Tre- 
go, Jesse  Kiegle,  and  Isa-ic  Laubenstine.  The  commit- 
tee having  retired  about  an  hour,  when  they  returned 
and  presented  the  meeting  with  tlie  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  Commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed to  act  in  conjunction  with  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  similar  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  N  Jersey,  relative  to  use  of  the  waters 
of  the  Delaware  river,  who  have  made  report  of  their  ex- 
aminations and  inquiries  respecting  said  river  together 
with  an  agreement,  made  and  concluded,  between  the 
joint  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  each  State  to  the 
Governor  who  has  transmitted  the  same  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. 

And  Whereas,  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Dela- 
ware is  of  vital  importance  to  those  living  on  the  bor- 


ders of  it,  from  its  head  waters  to  tide,  as  well  as  the 
whole  community  in  general,  it  becomes  us  whenever 
an  attempt  is  made  to  affect  its  free,  natural  channel, 
which  has  been  used  in  common,  by  all  citizens,  as  a 
great  public  highway  from  the  earliest  settlements  of 
the  country  until  the  present  time,  to  call  upon  the  Le- 
gislature to  protect  the  free  descending  and  ascending 
navigation  of  said  river 

And  Whereas,  the  said  Commissioners  have  recom- 
mended and  agreed  upon  a  dam  at  the  head  of  Wells' 
Falls,  which  will  materially  affect  the  channel,  and  total- 
ly destroy  the  shad  fisheries,  which  are  very  valuable, 
upon  the  river,  which  have  always  been  protected  by 
the  laws  of  the  adjoining  States,  and  particularly,  by 
the  compact  uf  1783,  entered  into  by  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jei'sey. 

And  Whereas,  the  Lumbering  trade,  which  is  the  most 
important  that  descends  the  river,  would  be  materially 
injured  by  the  erection  of  tlie  dam — they  having  expe- 
ritnced,  to  their  great  disadvantage,  the  efiectsof  adam 
at  the  mouth  of  Lackawaxen,  with  a  sluice,  where  there 
has  been  hundreds  and  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of 
lumber  destroyed  by  descending  with  raits  over  the 
sluice  of  said  dam,  but  there  the  raftmen  have  a  partial 
remedy,  as  they  can  recover  damages  from  the  Compa- 
ny, which  a  da  n  at  Wells'  would  entirely  defeat— of 
recovering  damages  for  injuries  sustained,  as  the  losers 
could  not  recover  damages  from  the  Commonwealth, 
by  suit. 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  erect 
a  d.am  in  the  river  Delaware  for  the  following  reasons, 
viz  : 

1st.  Because  there  is  now,  when  the  canal  is  in  navi- 
gable order,  a  full  supply  of  water,  which  experience 
has  tauglit  us  the  last  season,  as  the  river  has  been  low- 
er, take  the  whole  season  together,  perhaps,  than  it  has 
been  for  the  last  30  years. 

2d.  Because  there  has  been  a  water  power  erected 
at  the  head  of  Wells',  at  a  great  expense,  to  raise  water 
out  of  the  river  into  the  canal,  and  if  it  should  ever  be 
necessary  to  raise  more  at  any  time,  there  is  room  left, 
purposeiy,for  an  additional  wheel  which  will  raise  double 
the  quantity  of  water  now  raised,  which  will  not  cost, 
exceeding,  J5500  (which  has  been  attested  by  the  con- 
tractor who  done  the  work)  thereby  raising  more  water 
than  is  actually  wanted,  without  any  further  interference 
with  the  channel  of  the  river, 

3d.  Because  if  the  whole  machinery  for  raising  water 
was  destroyed,  a  permanent  feeder  is  practicable  with- 
out interfering  with  the  navigation  of  the  river  by  ex- 
tending a  jving  from  the  head  of  Wells'  Falls  to  Phillip's 
npples,  which  will  cost  less  than  by  any  other  mode, 
and  furnish  an  ample  supply  of  water  at  all  times. 

4th.  Because  the  erection  of  a  dam  in  the  liver  Dela- 
ware, at  the  head  of  Wells'  Falls,  would  materially 
affect  the  free  navigation  of  the  river,  destroy  the  shad 
fisheries,  and  otherwise  materially  injure  the  free  trade 
of  the  river. 

5tli.  Because  the  compact  of  1783  guaranteed  and 
gave  ceitain  rights  to  fisheries  whicii  will  be  totally  de- 
stroyed by  the  compact  now  in  contemplation,  without 
ever  making  any  provision  for  them. 

6th.  Because  there  is  a  sufficiency  of  water  in  the 
canal,  as  will  be  attested  by  every  waterman,  and  that 
there  is  more  water  wasted  by  over  falls  and  leakage, 
which  may  be  stopped,  at  a  small  expense,  than  will 
supply  two  outlet  Locks,  thereby  not  interfering  with 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Delaware. 

7th.  Because  there  are  many  honest  and  industrious 
citizens,  considering  the  good  faith  of  the  Common- 
wealth to  protect  them,  have,  at  a  heavy  expense, 
cleared  fislicries,  whicii  will  be  entirely  destroyed  by 
the  erection  of  the  contemplated  dam. 

8th.  Because  we  do  not  believe  in  misrepresentation 
— it  is  upwards  of  26  miles  from  F.aston  to  Black's  Ed- 
dy, and  not  more  than  8  miles  from  thence  to  Newhope, 
and  by  a  reference  to  a  letter  accompanying  the  report 
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it  would  appear  that  it  was  only  25  miles  to  Black's 
Eddy;  and  10  miles  thence  to  Newhope. 

9th.  Because  there  has  been  misrepresentations  from 
interested  individuals  presented  to  the  Commissioners 
as  well  as  to  members  of  ihe  Legislature,  as  an  instance 
the  letter  above  alluded  to  will  shew,  (there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  the  information  Riven  was  asked  for,  but 
gratuitously  given,  which  is  believed  to  be  erroneous,) 
the  principal  topic  in  the  letter  is  limestone,  and  for  tlie 
information  of  the  Legislature,  we  state  that  there  is 
more  limestone  in  the  vicinity  ot  Durham  and  Easton 
than  there  is  at  Newhope,  and  can  be  burned  and  deliv- 
ered cheaper,  and  the  Commonwealth  will  receive  the 
benefit  of  the  tolls  on  it  for  35  miles,  iastead  of  a  dam 
to  accommodate  Limeburners  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
hope,  to  convey  their  limestone  across  from  Newhope 
to  New  Jt-rsey,  free  of  toll. 

10th.  Because  this  interference  in  the  free  navigation 
of  the  river  has  never  been  asked  for  by  citizens  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts;  but  if  asked  for  at  all,  it  has 
been  privately  and  by  individuals  through  sinister  mo- 
tives. 

llth.  Because  we  are  more  willing  to  believe  those 
most  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  and  canal, 
than  we  are  those  interested  in  projects  for  their  own 
benefit,  to  be  made  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  and  the 
tax-pavers  to  pay  for  them.  j 

12.  Because  the  citizens  along  the  river  were  almost 
unanimously  opposed  to  the  canal,  but  give  their  assent 
in  preference  to  liaving  the  river  darned  or  obstructed 
by  slack  water  navigation,  as  was  proposed. 

13th.  Because  a  dam  and  outlet  at  New  Hope  would 
be  attended  with  loss  to  Pennsylvania  in  the  amount  of 
toll,  as  boats  constructed  to  pass  the  Jersey  canal  cannot 
pass  into  our  canal,  bit  our  boats  can  pass  out  of  our 
canal  into  that  of  New  Jersey,  so  that  the  balance  of 
trade  would  be  against  the  interests  of  Pennsylvania. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  a  ciimmittee  of  corres- 
pondence be  appointed  to  forward  these  proceedings  to  | 
Harrisburgh,  and  correspond  generally  upon  the  sub- 
ject—also a  committee  of  vigilance  in  each  of  the  upper  ] 
townships,  to  circulate  petitions  and  get  signatures  :  i 
whereupon  the  following  persons  were  appointed.  On 
motion  1 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  meeting  be  added 

to  the  committee  of  Correspondence.  | 

The  committee  of  correspondence  consists  of  the  fol-  ; 

lowing  named  persons:  I 

John  Lewis  ' 

JohnN.  Soliday  1 

Wm.  Long,  Esq.  | 

John  Adams,  Esq. 

Joseph  Hough,  Esq. 

Cephas  Ross 

Isaac  B-  Williams 


Jacob  Clymer,  Esq. 
Jacob  Bleiler. 

John  E.  Kenderdine 
Charles  D.  Fell 
John  T.  Neely. 

Michael  AValter,  Esq. 
John   Djer 
Christian  Myers 

George  Wyker 
Peter  1".  Barntz 
Peter  Bloom. 

Rev.  Henry  Miller 
Nicholas  Buck 
Jacob  Stover. 

M.  Fackenthall,  Esq. 
Dr.  Merrick 
John  Mills. 

James  Cummings,  Esq, 
CI.  Wm.  Addis 
Daniel  Harley, 


Philip  Ball  1 

Sokburi/. 

Charles  Rice 
Jonathan  Ely,  Esq. 

Plumstead. 

Dr.  Wm.  James 
Smith  P.  Jones 


Jolm  Lutz 
Abraham  Worman 


David  White 
Col,  Jacob  Kintner 

Durham. 

John  H.  Johnson 
Samuel  Long,  Esq.      ' 

Warwick. 

Hugh  Mearns 
Christopher  Bloom,  Esq. 


Wm.  Fenton  Esq. 
Wm.  Watson,  Esq. 
Maj.  Henry  Carver. 

Daniel  Shive,  Esq. 
Col.  John  Matts 
Abel  Lester. 


Buckingham. 

John  Simpson,  Esq. 
Dr.  Silas  Beans 

Richland. 

Caleb  Foulke,  Esq. 
Anthony  Amey 


Col.  Daniel  Boileau 
John  Derr 
Thomas  M.  Pursell 
Michael  Fackenthall,  j 
Samuel  Carrell 
Casper  Hnkle 
John  Ruckman 
Cyrus  Livezey. 

The  Committee  of  Vigilance  consists  of  the  following 
named  persons  : 

Springfield. 
John  Houpt  Andreiv  Apple. 

Dr.  Francis  L.  Bodder         Daniel  Afflerback 
Jacob  Treichler. 

Haycock. 
Christian  Bertels  Samuel  Afflerback 

John  Sellers  Maj.  Christian  Man 

Maj.  John  Stoneback. 

Bedminiater. 


Henry  Eekel,  Esq. 
Col.  George  Hager 
Jacob  Kichline- 

Jacob  Worman 
Andrew  Walter,  Esq. 
Henry  Hartzel. 

Joseph  Himmelwright 


Rockhill. 

Thomas  Sellers 
Isaac  Cassell 

Milford. 

David  Drissell,  Esq. 


Hilltown. 

Wm.  H.Rowland,  Esq.  Abel  H.  James 

Rev.  Joseph  Mathias  Griffith  Junes 

Thomas  Campbell. 

New  Britain. 
Maj.  James  Wler  Capt.  Robert  M'Kinstrf 

Capt.  John  Robbarts  Jaroe  Polk 

Henry  Walter. 

Doylestown. 
Hon.  Matthias  Morris  Gen-  Samuel  A.  Smith 

Henry  Chapman,  Esq.  David  Riale,  Esq. 

Nathaniel  Shewell,  Esq. 

Warrington. 
Robert  Thompson,  Esq.       William  H.  Long 
Francis  G.  Lukens  Jones  Walter 

Philip  Brunner. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
signed  by  the  officers,  and  published  in  the  papers  of 
the  county  of  Rucks,  Northampton,  Pike  and  Waynej 
also  in  the  Americal  Sentinel,  and  United  States  Ga- 
zette. 

DANIEL  BOILEAU,  President 
Jons  Lewis,       7     vice  Presidents. 
Jous  Debb,         3 

Secrctaiies.  i 


A  Wilh  CiT. — A  large  animal  of  the  above  kind, 
was  killed  on  the  Conowago  hills,  1^  miles  from  York 
Haven,  York  county,  on  Saturday  last.  After  some 
chase  the  animal  "  treed,"  the  hunters  assembled  near, 
and  after  seven  discharges  brought  the  "critur," 
wounded  to  the  ground,  among  the  dogs,  (five  in  num- 
ber,) all  of  which  it  would  have  whipped,  and  sped  its 
way,  but  for  the  interference  of  the  hunters, — York 
Gazette. 


The  Schuylkill  broke  up  on  Thursday  night. 
Delaware  was  fast  yesterday. 


HAZARD'S 

REGISTER  OF  PENNSYLVAJ^IA, 


DBTOTBD 

USEFUL    mrORMATIOB    RE8PECTIS0 

TH 

E   STi 

TK. 

EDITED  BY  SAJ»IUEI.  HAZARD. 

VOi.. 

XV. 

"NO. 

4. 

PHII.ADEI.PHIA, 

JANUARY  24, 

1835. 

_ 

No. 

368. 

LAW  CASE— HKINTON'S  WILL. 

Lee  of  Warner 

vs. 

Brinlon. 

Cha'ge  of  the  Court. 

DhLITERED     BY    Jl'DGE    BiLTlWIS. 

Edward  Brintoii  in  his  life  time,  was  se  zed  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  Birmingliam  Townsliip,  Chester  county, 
lying  on  the  South  side  of  the  Kennett  road,  on  which 
he  resided,  containing  by  estimation  eighty  acres;  he 
died  leaving  one  son,  the  defendant,  and  eight  daugh- 
ters of  whom  the  wife  of  the  lessor  of  the  Pl.intiff  is 
one.  Six  of  the  other  daugh'ers  with  their  husbands 
have  conveyed  their  shares  to  hiin,  so  that  he  is  invest- 
ed with  the  title  to  seven-ninlh  parts  of  this  land,  if 
Edward  Brinton  had  not  disposed  of  it  in  his  life  time  by 
his  will  duly  executed,  so  as  to  pass  the  land  to  the  de- 
fendant, and  will  be  in  such  case  entitled  to  your  ver- 
dict. On  the  other  hand,  if  Kdward  Brin'on  did  devise 
this  land  to  his  son  James,  yoar  verdict  must  be  for  the 
defendant — the  whole  case  therefore  turns  on  the  single 
question  of  whether  he  made  a  valid  testamentary  dis- 
position of  this  property,  by  which  the  descent  to  all 
his  children  as  directed  by  the  act  of  assembly  in  case 
of  his  dying  without  a  will,  will  be  interrupted  in  favor 

It  is  not  pretended  that  Edward  Brinton  died  without 
anv  will,  it  is  admitted  that  the  paper  executed  on  the 
rtii  August,  1806,  is  a  valid  will,  duly  executed  and  ' 
proved  according  to  law  to  pass  real  estate,  but  by  this 
will  he  only  disposes  of  the  property,  in  question  during  ' 
the  widowhood  of  his  wife,  saying  nothing  to  whom  it  ' 
should  go  after  her  marriage  or  death.  Unless  therefore 
he  has  disposed  of  the  remainder  in  fee,  by  some  other 
paper  duly  authenticated  to  pass  lands,  or  which  can  I 
be  transferred  to,  and  be  made  a  part  of  his  last  will 
and  testament,  the  law  considers  him  as  dying  intestate 
as  to  this  land,  as  if  he  had  made  no  will  at  all.  | 

The  act  of  Assembly  requires  thsit  all  wills  concern- 
ing real  estate  shall  be  in  writing  and  be  proved  by  two  ; 
witnesses.  You  will  then  consider  a  will  to  be  the  writ- 
ten declaration  of  a  man  of  liis  intention  as  to  whut  ' 
shall  become  of  his  property  after  his  death — proved  by 
two  witnesses.  The  evidence  in  the  case  is  before  us 
in  the  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Hegisters 
Court  of  Chester  county.  (Vide  the  copy  of  the  will 
and  certificate  of  pro'iate,)  and  the  peti'.ion  to  the  leg- , 
islatiM-e.  This  is  legal  and  competent  evidence  to  es- 
tablish the  paper  set  up  as  a  will  in  the  absence  of  any 
opposing  testimony.  None  has  been  offered  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  executed  will,  you  will  therefore  take  that 
so  far  as  it  goes,  as  the  established  will  of  Kdward  ; 
Brinton,  agreed  to  by  both  parlies  now,  and  never  in-  j 
tended  to  be  contested  by  any  of  the  family.  1 

As  to  the  paper  of  instructions,  or  the  rough  draft  of 
the  will,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Gibbons,  which  is  copied  into  ! 
the  certificate  of  probate,  you  will  take  it  only  as  ' 
prima  fjcie  or  presumptive  evidence  of  its  being  any 
part  of  the  will  of  Edward  firinton,  open  to  be  contra- 
dicted or  disproved  by  any  testimony  competent  to 
show,  either  that  he  did  not  make  it  his  will  in  fact,  or 
that  it  is  not  in  law  his  will.  The  o.her  children  are  as 
fully  at  libsrty  to  contest  the  paper  after  probate  as  , 
Vot.  XV.  7 


before,  the  decree  of  the  Registers  Court  concludes 
them  in  no  matter  cither  of  law  or  fact,  whether  it 
relates  to  the  sanity  of  the  testator,  the  execution  proof 
or  construction  of  the  paper.  3  Rav.  le  20,  4,  S  &  U  193, 
12  S  Sc  R283,  10,  S  &  R  84.  It  is  only  in  virtue  of  the 
act  of  Assembly,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Register, 
or  the  Register's  Court  can  be  admitted  in  evidence, 
neither  the  copy  or  prolate  of  a  will  are  evidence  of  a 
devise  of  lands  at  common  law  5  S  &  U  213,  3  Wash. 
.582,3,  10  Wh.  465,70,201,  4.  and  however  regular 
and  full  the  probate  may  be,  it  is  only  prima  facie  evi- 
dence; its  effect  is  destroyed  it  on  the  face  of  it,  the 
will  appears  to  have  been  unduly  admitted  to  record, 
or  it  appears  by  extrinsic  evidence  5  S  &  U215,l  Wash 
302,t346.  This  may  be  done  by  proof  of  the  incompe- 
tency of  the  witnesses,  defect  in  their  evidence  to 
establish  the  ncce  sary  facts,  or  by  showing  that  in 
point  of  law  the  proof  before  the  Register  was  insuffi- 
cient to  establish  the  paper  admitted  to  probate  as  the 
last  will  and  tcstami  nt  of  the  testator  .1  Yeates  87,  90. 
4Yeates413.  In  order  to  show  the  legal  insufficiency  of 
the  proof  on  which  the  Registers  Ceurt  acted  in  the 
present  case,  the  Pla  ntifT  has  given  in  evidence  the 
whole  proceedings  before  the  Register  and  in  the  He- 
gisters Court,  which  were  the  foundation  of  their  de- 
cree, admitting  the  paper  in  question  to  probate,  as 
part  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Brinton.  It  was  nece-sary  for 
ihem  to  d«  this,  in  order  to  make  their  objections  to  its 
establishment  as  a  will,  for  otherwise  the  certificate  of 
probate  under  the  seal  of  the  Court,  would  have  been 
open  to  the  allegation,  that  it  was  made  on  due  and 
legal  evidence;  and  as  the  copy  and  probate  were  evi- 
dence without  inquiring  on  what  ground  the  Court 
.acted,  the  Plaintiff  would  have  been  much  embarrassed 
without  resorting  to  the  testimony  referred  to  in  their 
minutes.  Bv  inspecting  them  it  now  appears,  that  the 
only  proof  of  the  devise  of  this  land  to  the  defendant  is 
contained  in  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  of  James  Gib- 
bons, of  William  and  Amos  Brinton,  and  a  deposition  or 
statement  of  James  Gibbons  wliich  was  read  in  the  Re- 
gisters Court,  but  is  now  lost  and  no  copy  or  evidence  of 
its  contents  produced,  and  the  instructions  themselves. 
These  minutes  are  as  follow.  Vide  minutes  and  in- 
structions. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Plaintiff'  had  a  right  to 
refer  to  these  mioutes,  to  show  the  foundation  of  the 
decree  of  the  Registers  Court,  but  we  entertain  strong 
doubts  whether  they  are  competent  evidence  on  an 
ejectment  to  try  the  title  to  the  land;  they  relate  ex- 
clusively to  a  matter  wholly  unconnected  with  the  per- 
sonal e~tate,  or  the  administration  of  the  will,  and  it 
might  have  been  a  serious  question  whether  the  evi- 
dence was  admissible,  had  the  objection  been  made 

Vide  4  W;.sh.  187,  6  Cr.  219,  7  Cr.  271,  3  412,  6  Wh. 
113,  2  Yeates  341,  2  Binney  511,  3  Rawle  20,  4  Yeates 
413,  4  S  &  R  193,  10,  S  &  R  84,  12  S  &  R  283,  4,  2 
Rawle  178,  4  Wh.  220,  10  Wh.  201,  4,  465,  70,  5  S 
&  R  214,  15,  4  Wash.  187,  8.  But  as  the  counsel  on 
both  sides  have  considered  it  properly  before  us,  and 
have  rested  the  case  of  their  respective  clients  on  its 
legal  sufficiency,  to  establish  this  clause  in  the  instruc- 
tions or  rough  draft  of  the  will  as  a  devise  of  the  land  iQ 
question,  the  Court  will  consider  it  in  this  a.spect  alone. 
Taking  the  testiinony  as  it  is  reduced  to  writing  with  all 
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legal  inferences  which  a  jury  can  leg-ally  dvaw  from  it, 
s  true  to  ilie  full  extent,  and  connecting  it  with  the 
only  other  evidence  m  the  cause,  the  petition  to  the  Le- 
gislature, we  proceed  to  iiK|iiire  whether  Edward 
Erinlon  did  devise  this  land  to  the  defendant. 

For  all  the  purposes  of  this  case  the  facts  as  stated 
are  admitted  to  be  proved,  and  the  only  question  which 
remains  is  their  stfficency  in  law  to  make,out  Uie  issue 
on  the  part  of  the  defen  Jait.  '1  his  is  a  question  of  law 
which  the  law  must  decide,  8  Co.  155,  a.  It  is  an 
universal  rule  of  property  that  it  must  descend  and  be 
enjoyed  according  to  the  course  which  the  hw  has  pre- 
scribed, unless  the  owner  has  made  some  other  dispobi- 
tion  of  it  which  the  law  rtcognises  as  valid  and  bindiner 
3  Raw le,  20. 

The  acts  of  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  have  directed 
that  the  estate  of  a  pei'son  undisposed  of  by  will,  shall 
descend  to  and  be  enjoyed  equally  hy  all  his  children; 
of  the  natural  justice  of  this  provision  and  its  perfeci 
congeniality  with  the  genius  and  spirit  of  all  the  institu- 
tions of  the  state  and  country,  no  man  can  doubt. 

It  was  a  rule  of  the  common  law  founded  in  the  wis- 
dom of  ages,  and  adopted  by  our  ancestors,  that  the 
heir  at  law  should  not  be  disiniieriled  unless  by  the  plain 
words  or  necessary  implication  from  the  will  of  his 
ancestor,  and  this  rule  is  assumed  as  a  ."^acred  land  mark 
of  propel  ty  in  all  countries  where  the  law  of  the  land  is 
respected,  as  the  guardian  of  the  rights  of  the  people. 
It  is  never  departed  from  in  that  country  from  which 
we  derive  our  best  rules  of  jurisprudence,  in  which  the 
oldest  son  is  the  sole  heir  to  all  his  fatht  rs  lands;  surely 
it  ought  not  be  lets  respected  here,  where  there  is  no 
odious  law  ot  primogeniture,  and  equality  of  right  be- 
tween the  sexes  has  been  established  from  the  first  set- 
tlement of  the  province  in  conformity  with  the  policy 
of  its  founder. 

This  law  leaves  every  man  at  liberty  to  do  with  his 
property  as  he  pleases— his  will  is  the  supreme  law,  and 
when  it  spe^iks  it  must  be  obeyed — it  is  only  when  he 
makes  no  will  or  none  which  dispost  s  of  any  particular 
part  of  his  estate,  that  the  law  makes  a  vvill  for  him, 
and  does  that  which  he  omits  to  do  for  himself  by  de- 
claring to  whom  it  shall  go  if  he  leaves  behind  him  no 
directions  testifying  his  intention  in  writing  and  so  at- 
tested as  to  afford  authentic  evidence  of  his  will  as  a 
muniment  of  title  to  the  favored  object  of  his  bounty. 

There  is  no  rule  more  reasonable, than  tliat  which  im- 
poses on  those  who  wish  to  divert  the  properly  of  a  de- 
ceased person  from  the  cstabli^hed  course  of  succession,  i 
the  necessity  of  doing  it  by  legal  and  satisfactory  proof; 
n  r  IS  there  any  subject  on  which  a  regard  to  the  peace 
ofsociety  and  the  security  of  property  makes  it  more! 
incumbent  on  juries  and  courts  to  adhere  to  fixed  and  \ 
settled  rules  than  in  cases  of  wills.     They  ,ire  the  title  1 
deeds  to  a  vast  proportion  of  the   property  held  by  our  j 
citizens,  and   unle.ss  they  are  regulated  by  steady  and 
well  established  principles,  we  lay  a  train  of  gunpowder 
under  the  posstsslons  of  purcliasers.     If  a  paper  is  cs-  j 
tablished  as  a  will,  upon  oiherthan  legal  proof  with  any  i 
view  to  avoid  a  supposed  hardship  in  a  particular  case, 
the  consequences  are  intei  minable.    If  a  paper  defective 
in  law  to  pass  an  estate  should  be  permitted  to  disturb 
the  succe.'sion  established  by    the  act  of  assembly,  we 
must   give  tffect  to  one  the  object  of  which   was  to 
rev  oke  a  furmer  will,  and  thus  in  the  zeal  to  make  wills 
where  a  deceased  person   had  made  none,   we   should 
destroy  those  which  had  been  most  solemnly  executed. 
For  it   must  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  same  evidence 
which  will  t  .ke  an  estate  from  an  heir  at  law,   will  take 
one  from  a  devisee  under  a  will,  which  generally  speak- 
ing is   made  and  recorded  by  the  same  acts_,  and   they 
have  the  same  effect  for  both  purposes. 

1  he  law  is  very  liberal  in  favor  of  last  wills,  it  makes 
great  allowance  f.r  infirmities  of  body  and  mind, 
dispenses  with  all  forms  and  requires  no  solemnities 
wliich  are  not  absolutely  indispensable  in  point  of  sub- 
stance,  to  show  the  deliberate  intention  oiTthe  maker 


to  dispose  of  his  property  in  some  definite  manner.  1  he 
requisites  are  lew  and  simple,  every  man  howevtr  un- 
lettered has  the  means  of  making  his  will  by  expressing 
his  intention  in  writing  and  the  writing  proved  by  two 
witnesses,  he  has  only  to  thus  point  out  the  thing  he 
gives,  the  person  to  whom  it  is  given,  and  the  law 
eflectuates  his  intention  by  declaring  such  paper  to  be 
his  last  will  and  testament. 

Has  Edward  Brinton  done  so  as  to  this  tract  of  land? 
if  lie  has  the  defend:.nl  is  entitled  to  it,  if  not  we  cannot 
make  a  will  for  him,  the  question  is  whether  this  paper 
is  his  wdl.     In  cases  of  this  kind  verv  interesting  ques- 

!  tions  often  arise  as  to  the  kind  of  evidence,  which  is  ad- 
missible to  prove  the  various  facts  on  which  the  validity 
of  wills  depend,  those  which  have  been  made  in  this 
case  are  highly  so,  they  have  been  argued  on  both  sides 
wnhgreatabihiy  and-leaining,  and  deserve  yours  and 
our  most  serious  cousideration.  We  do  not  know  how 
much  property  may  depend  on  the  final  settlement  of 
the  principles  involved,  and  questions  arising  on  this 
case,  and  cannot  proceed  with  loo  much  deliberation; 
we  cannot  settle  the  law;  our  opinion  is  subject  to  the 
revision  of  a  higher  tribunal  which  will  correct  cur 
errors,  but  cannot  reach  yours.   In  laying  down  the  law 

Mo  J  ou  it  is  not  as  one  m.ay  think  it  ought  to  be,  but  as 
in  our  consciences  and  on  our  oaths  we  bt  heve  it  to  be 

;  settled  by  the  legislature  and  courts  of  justice,  as  a  rule 
from  which  we  cannot  depart.  We  shall  do  it  plainly 
and  without  reserve,  so  that  whether  our  judgment  is 
affirmed  or  reversed;  this  case  will  eventually  place 
some  principles  beyond  further  discussion,  and  those 
who  will  read  it,  be  able  to  understand  what  is,  anc\ 
what  is  not  a  will.  I  here  is  but  one  kind  of  evidence 
on  which  a  paper  can  be  established  as  the  last  w  ill  and 
testament  of  any  man,— it  must  be  in  writing,and  proved 
by  two  witnesses,  to  be  the  written  declaration  of  the 
makers  intention,  to  dispose  of  his  property  accord- 
ing to  its  directions.  'I  he  disposing  intention  and  the 
fact  of  disposition,  must  appear  substantially  on  the 
face  of  the  paper,  there  must  be  a  devisor  and  a  devisee 
and  a  thing  devised,  when  by  a  fair  construction  of  the 
instrument,  it  contains  thtse'three  requisites,  it  is  a  will 
however  infoirnal  if  duly  proved— if  either  are  wanting 
it  is  no  will. 

In  the  will  executed  by  Mr.  Brinton  and  witnessed  by 
the  subscribing  witnesses,  there  is  no  devise  of  the  re- 
mainder of  this  land,  if  there  is  any,  it  is  by  the  instruc- 
tions or  rough  draft  written  by  Gibbons,  but  it  is  admit- 
ted that  these  were  superseded  in  every  thing  but  the 
one  paragraph  by  the  executed  will. 

We  must  then  be  satisfied  that  this  clause  of  the 
rough  draft  was  legally  intended  to  remain  as  his  will, 
while  all  the  rest  was  supplied.  The  law  requires  that 
the  will  should  be  in  writing,  and  proved  by  two  wit- 
nesses, but  it  need  not  be  signed  by  the  testator  6  S  &  R 
454,  or  be  formally  declared  to  be  his  will  1  S  &  R  263, 
5,  nor  attested  by  subscribing  witnesses,  though  it  must 
be  proved  by  two  2  Dall.  286,  6  S  SiR  47,  223,  484  16 
S  &  R  84,  1  Wash.  302,  346,  it  need  not  be  writtei^  by 
the  testator,  if  done  by  his  desire  or  consent  by  another 
and  he  adopts  it.and  that  is  proved  by  two  witnesses  it  is 
sufficient,  1  Yeates  91, 1  S  &  R  263,  6  S  &  K  454,  or  if 
a  paper  containing  "  the  substance  of  a  will  with  the 
usual  act  of  execution  subjoined  though  without  sub- 
scribing witnesses  or  proof  of  publication,  if  found  in 
his  possession,  that  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  its  adop- 
tion as  a  testamentary  act."  But  if  the  paper  is  des- 
titute of  every  formal  act  of  authentication,  the  pre- 
sumption is  adverse  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  actual 
publication  or  any  other  act  of  recognition  equally  satis- 
factory. The  omission  to  perfect  an  instrument  which 
carries  with  it  intrinsic  evidence  of  a  design  to  super- 
add an  act  of  authentication  which  the  decedent  has  not 
been  prevented  from  executing  by  sudden  death,  is 
referred  to  a  change  of  intention.  Scraps  of  paper  notes 
or  memoranda  or  indorsements  on  bonds  thoui-h  intend- 
ed to  denote  a  testamentary  disposition  must  contain  at 


1835.] 


51 


least  the  substance  of  a  devise.     3  Rawle,  20,   1,  4, 
S  &  R  557. 

The  test.itor  may  intend  to  correct  the  paper,  he  m-iy 
give  the  rough  notes  or  insinictions  to  a  s<^rivener  to 
msike  a  formal  draft  of  a  will,  vet  these  will  not  invali- 
date it  as  a  will,  if  he  dies  before  the  formal  draft  is 
executed  or  read  over  to  him  for  his  approbation,  if  the 
original  instructions  are  duly  proved  they  will  control 
it  when  they  differ.  3  Yeates  511,  14,  and  positive 
proof  by  one  witness  and  circumslances  equal  to  such 
proof  by  another  are  sufficient.  16  S  &  It  84.  5,  but  the 
paper  roust  contain  sufficient  intrinsic  evidence  of  a  tes- 
tamentary disposition,  and  be  intended  to  be  his  last 
act  in  disposing  of  bis  property  after  his  death. 

This  then  is  the  important  question  in  this  case,  was 
this  devise  in  the  instructions  devising'  the  Immesfead  to 
James,  iniendcd  by  the  testator  to  be  his  last  will  as  to 
this  part  of  his  estate;  that  it  was  so  in  fact  we  have  no 
doubt,  but  this  docs  not  suffice  to  make  it  operative  as 
a  will  under  the  act  of  Assembly.  Thai  intention  must 
not  only  have  existed  in  fact,  but  be  now  so  proved  as 
to  enable  the  court  to  carry  it  into  effect  according  to 
the  law.  As  at  present  advised,  we  should  not  doubt 
that  if  the  testator  had  died  without  an  opportunity  of 
putting  the  rough  draft  into  form  by  executing  a  will, 
these  instructions  would  have  been  considered  as  his 
testamentary  disposition  of  his  property,  but  in  the 
event  which  has  happened  a  very  different  case  is  pre- 
eented.  ♦ 

He  makes  a  formal  will,  executes  it  in  all  legal  form 
and  solemnity,  it  is  attested  and  proved  by  three  sub- 
scribing wtnesses  and  published  as  such  in  their  presence 
it  expressly  revokes  all  former  wills  by  him  before  made 
declares  this  and  no  other  to  be  hislast  will  and  testament. 
Such  a  will  would  have  vevoked  the  most  solemnly  exe- 
cuted will,  which  he  had  mide  before  and  it  must  have 
the  same  effect  as  to  all  other  papers  of  a  testamentary 
nature;  the  important  question  then  arises,  can  this 
clause  in  the  rough  draft  be  now  established  as  his  will, 
in  relation  to  the  property  in  controversy,  on  the  evi- 
dence before  us. 

If  it  has  any  effect  in  law,  it  must  be  to  make  ano- 
ther will  besides  the  one  he  has  thus  executed  when  he 
has  solemnly  declared  that  no  other  will  shall  be  his 
will  though  before  made  by  him;  to  confirm  and  ratify 
what  he  has  annulled,  by  setting  up  a  revoked  paper, 
and  virtually  expunging  the  revoking  clause  from  the 
executed  will.  The  evidence  must  go  farther  than 
enabling  us  to  get  rid  of  the  revocation, it  must  authorise 
us  to  add  the  revoked  paper  to  the  will,  so  as  to  make 
it  apart  of  it  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  had  been  intro- 
duced into  it  by  the  testator  himself. 

On  a  ca-eful  examination  of  the  evidence,  we  find 
none  which  goes  to  show  any  ;ict  or  declaration  of  the 
testator  in  relation  to  the  dispo-ition  of  his  property 
subsequent  to  the  execution  ofh  s  will,  what  precedes 
the  execution,  can  have  no  bearing  on  the  revoking 
clause,  for  a  revoked  will  must  be  republished  before  it 
can  have  life  or  effect.  4  S  &  U  296.  7.  The  testator  [ 
has  declared  the  executed  wdl  to  be  his  only  and  last  | 
will  and  testament,  so  we  must  adjudge  it  unless  the 
law  will  permit  us  to  alter  explain  or  construe  it  by  evi- 
dence aliunde,  as  a  case  of  ambiguity  either  1.  An  ambi-  | 
guity  or  doubt  on  the  face  of  or  in  the  body  of  the  will, 
2.  That  which  arises  on  matter  not  in  the  will  but  out 
of  if,  when  the  words  are  clear,  3.  That  whicli  is  inter- 
mediate, partaking  of  the  character  of  patent  and 
latent  ambiguity  Bacon  L.  Crats  99,  100  3  Mason  9,  12, 
or  4.  That  which  arises  from  a  mistake  of  the  testator  or 
his  omission  to  express  himself  inleliigibly  without  ex- 
planation by  averment  or  collateral   proof. 

In  the  case  of  Packer  vs.  Nixon  we  expressed  our 
entire  concurrence  withtlie  declavatio'n  made  by  the  pre- 
sent Chief  .lustice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State.that 
'•Any  settled  rule  which  leads  to  a  determinate  effect 
(in  comparison  with  which  the  fulfilment  of  any  particu- 
lar latent  is  of  secondary  value)  is  preferable  to  a  process 


which  would  destroy  every  thing  like  stability  of  de- 
cision and  letive  titles  depending  on  intention  to  the  de- 
cision of  chance  and  the  sport  of  opinion,"  p.  13,  2 
Hawie  32.  10  \Vh.  228,  We  also  laid  it  down  as  a 
settled  rule,  that  the  intention  of  a  testator  nnist  be  col- 
lected  from  the  words  of  the  will,  that  no  averment 
ought  to  be  taken  out  of  the  will  which  cannot  beso 
collecicd  from  the  whole  will  applied  to  the  subject 
matter  to  which  it  relates  p.  14,  3, Co.  ^8  6,3  Atk.  258, 
4  Co.  48,  5,  Co.  6S,b.  Latch  137,  Harg.  L.  T.  495,  6, 
1  Bro.  Ch.  216,  3  Blnney  148,  61,  and  th.at  the  parol 
decLnalion  of  the  testator  as  to  who  sliould  be  his  heir 
was  of  no  effect  in  law,  p.  18,  PI.  345  b. 

There  are  however  cases  in  which  parol  evidence 
will  he  admitted  to  show  or  explain  the  written  inten- 
tion of  a  te>tator  in  ca^es  of  what  are  termed  latent  am- 
Ijigulties,  or  doubts  which  are  thus  defined  by  Lord 
Bacon.  "  There  be  two  sorlsof  ambiguities  by  words, 
Patens  is  that  wli'cli  appears  to  be  ambiguous  on  the 
face  of  the  instrument.  Latens  is  that  which  seemetli 
certain  and  without  ambiguity  for  any  thing  that  ap- 
peareth  upon  the  deed  or  instrument,  but  there  is  some 
collateral  matter  out  of  the  deed  that  brocdeth  the  am- 
biguity Bacon  L.  Tracts  99,  1  Mar.  11, Hob.  32  4  Dow. 
P.  C.  93.  .^mbigultas  patens,  is  never  holpen  by 
averment,  and  the  reason  is,  because  the  law  will  not 
couple  and  mingle  matter  of  specialty,  which  is  of  the 
higher  account,  with  matter  of  averment  which  is  of 
inferior  account  in  law,  for  that  were  to  mike  all  deeds 
hollow  and  subject  to  averment  and  so  in  effect,  that  to 
pass  without  deed  wh'ch  the  law  apprinteth  shall  not 
pass  but  by  deed  Bac.  99.  Vide  4,  Cr.  224,  234,  8  Co. 
155. 

"Amblgiiiiv  of  words  by  mitter  within  the  deed 
and  not  out  of  the  deed  shall  be  holpen  by  cnnstrucllon, 
or  in  some  cases  by  election,  but  never  by  an  averment, 
but  rather  make  ihe  deed  void  for  uncertainty  8  Co. 
155  a.  As  if  a  man  give  land  to  J.  D.and  J.  S  and  heirs 
and  do  not  limit  to  whether  of  their  he  rs,"  or  give  land 
in  tail,  the  remainder  in  tail  >*  ith  a  proviso,  that  if  he  or 
they  or  any  of  them  do  any,  &c.  it  cannot  be  averred  on 
this  clause,  that  the  restraint  was  only  on  him  in  the  re- 
nder and  the  heirs  of  his  body  and  that  the  tenant 
in  tail  in  possession  was  meant  to  be  at  large,  Bac. 99. 

"When  the  uncertainty  cannot  be  helped  by  construc- 
tion or  intention  it  shall  be  holpen  by  election,"  as  if  I 
grant  ten  acres  of  wood  in  salewhere  1  have  an  hundred 
acres;  whether  I  say  in  my  deed  or  not  that  I  grant 
out  of  my  100  acres,  yet  here  shall  be  an  election  in  the 
grantee,  which  10  he  will  take  and  the  reason  is  plain, 
for  where  the  thing  is  only  nominated  by  quantity,  the 
presumption  of  the  law  is  that  the  parties  liad  indiffer- 
ent intention,  which  should  be  taken  Bac.  100,  2'1,  C. 
L.  290,  8  Co.  155,  Hob.  32. 

"  But  if  the  ambi.guity  is  latent  as  if  I  grant  my  manor 
of  S.  to  1.  F.  and  I  have  two  manors  North  S  and  South 
S  this  ambiguity  is  matter  of  fact  and  shall  be  holpen  by 
averment,  whether  of  them  it  was  that  the  party  in- 
tended should  pass.  Bnt-lf  the  deed  recites  whereas  I 
am  seised  of  the  manor  of  North  S.  and  South  S.  and  I 
lease  you  one  manor  of  S  there  is  clearly  an  election, so 
if  the  recital  is  of  two  tenements  in  D.  and  one  is  leas- 
ed, ihese  cases  are  where  one  name  and  appellation 
denominates  divers  things. 

"  There  is  another  class  of  cases  where  the  same 
thing  is  cdled  by  divers  names,  which  shall  be  holpen 
by  averment,  because  lliere  is  no  ambiguity  in  the 
words,  the  variance  is  matter  of  fact,  but  the  averment 
shall  not  be  of  intention,  because  it  doth  stand  with 
the  words,  for  in  the  case  of  equivocation  the  general 
intent  includes  both  the  special  and  therefore  stands 
with  the  records.  Bac  101,  1  Mas  11,  12,  5,  Wh. 
336,  7,  S.  P. 

"  As  if  I  give  lands  to  Christs'  Church  in  Oxford,  and 
the  name  of  Ihe  corporation  is  C.  C.  in  the  University 
of  O.,  this  shall  be  holpen  by  averment  because  there 
is  no  .ambiguity  in  the  words."  Bac.  ICl  Hob.  32 
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These  are  the  illustrations  of  the  maxim,  "  Ambigui- 
tas  verborumverificatione  suppletur,  nam  quod  ex  facto 
oritur  ambiguum  verificatione  fadi,  tollitur,  by  a 
great  jurist  in  ancient  times  confrmably  to  which 
are  those  which  have  since  received  the  highest 
judicial  sanction.  When  a  latent  ambiguity  is  pro- 
duced in  the  only  way  in  which  it  can  be  produced 
that  is  by  parol  evidence,  it  must  be  dissolved  ' 
same  wav,  and  there  is  no  c:ise  for  admitting  it  lo  show 
the  intention  upon  a  patent  ambiguity  on  the  face  of  the 
will.  Thev  are  all  cases  of  latent  ambiguity  and  the 
objection  to  supply  the  imperfections  of  a  will  are 
founded  on  the  soundest  rules  of  policy  and  law  2Cr. 
29.  It  would  be  full  of  great  inconvenience  that  none 
should  know  by  the  written  words  of  a  will  what  con- 
struction to  make  or  advise  to  give  but  that  it  should 
be  controlled  by  collateral  averments  out  of  the  will 
and  if  they  are  admitted  how  can  there  be  any  certain- 
ty, a  will  may  be  any  thing,  every  thing,  nothing.  1  J. 
C.  234,  6  Conn  275.  The  statute  appointed  the  will  to 
be  in  writing  lo  make  a  certainty,  and  shall  we  admit 
collateral  averments  and  proofs  and  make  it  utterly  um 
certain,  the  witnesses  and  not  the  testator  would  make 
the  will.     1  Mod.  210,  3  P.  W.  354. 

"If  the  effect  of  the  introduction  of  the  evidence 
would  be  to  add  new  matter  to  the  will,  either  the  sub- 
ject of  the  devise,  or  the  name  of  a  devisee,  it  would 
also  authorise  the  striking  out,  of  what  was  cojitained 
in  an  executed  will,  and  thus  though  the  will  was  made 
in  form  by  the  testator  in  his  life  time,  it  would  be 
really  made  by  the  attorney  after  his  death  and  all  the 
guards  of  the  law  be  utterly  swept  away."  21,  C.  L. 
288,  92. 

The  established  redes  of  law  are  safer  guides  in  the 
administration  of  justice,  than  any  considerations  as  to 
their  bearing  on  any  particular  case  of  supposed 
hardship;  an  I  it  is  more  wholesome  to  struggle  r.ot  to 
let  little  circumstances  t;ike  a  case  out  of  a  general  rule, 
than  to  struggle  by  them,  to  prevent  its  application. 
6  V.  641. 

As  to  instructions  for  making  a  will  the  established 
rules  are. 

That  where  th:  y  are  subscribed  as  preparatory  to  a 
will,  the  execution  of  the  will  supersedes  them,  and 
where  they  differ  the  presumption  is  that  the  testator 
adopted  the  alteration.  21,  C.  L.  292.  To  establish 
any  paper  as  a  testamentary  one,  the  court  must  be 
satisfied  that  the  testator  intended  it  to  be  a  part  of  his 
will,  and  if  there  is  more  than  one  paper  set  up  as  a 
will,  it  must  be  shown  that  they  were  intended  to  be 
cumulative.     Cond.  Keel.  U.  452,  ib.  30,  63. 

If  an  unfinished  draft  is  propounded  as  a  wdi,  it  must 
appear  that  the  deceased  was  prevented  from  executing 
it  by  invincible  necessity  ur  the  act  of  God.  1  Cond. 
E.  R.  30,  1,  63,  S.  P  3  Kawle20,  1. 

If  he  omits  to  transfer  a  provision  from  the  draft  to  the 
will,  it  cannot  be  sup|.lied  by  parol  evidence  in  con- 
nection with  the  draft,whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of 
the  court  as  to  the  actual  intention  or  hardship  of  the 
case,  though  when  the  mistake  was  pointed  out  to  the 
testator  he  proposed  lo  insert  the  omitted  legacies  in 
the  formal  will,  hut  as  he  did  not  do  it,  the  Court  could 
not  supply  the  defect.  1  Cond,  E.  R.  63,  4.  When 
an  instrument  is  executed  by  a  competent  person  he  is 
presumed  to  know  its  content»  and  effect,  and  intend  to 
give  it  the  effect  which  follows  from  its  contents  and 
construction.  3  Cond.  E.  H.  290,  4,  Cond.  E.  R.  209. 
Subsequent  instructions  intended  for  a  new  will,  duly 
proved  may  be  a  codicillaiy  piper,  and  operate  as  a 
revocation  pro  tanto  rf  a  former  executed  will.  1 
Cond.  E.  R.  267,  9,  70,  3  Rawle  20. 

In  some  cases  instructions  may  be  given  In  evidence 
when  the  executed  will  is  ambiguous  on  the  face  of  it, 
as  to  the  person  devisee — as  a  bequest  to  "her."  The 
question  was  to  whom  the  reference  was— the  instruc- 
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tions  were  admitted  to  show  that  testator  had  directed 
the  legacy  to  be  given  to  his  wife,  and  that  her  name 
was  omitted  by  mistake  of  tie  Fcrivener,  1  Cond  E.  R. 

444.  55.  Here  the  will  pointed  out  the  ambiguity,  and 
on  its  face  necessarily  referred  to  an  explanation  of  the 
intention  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  woid  "her,"  it  was 
a  case  of  an  ambiguity  helped  by  the  reference  in  the 
will  itself  So  where  the  executed  will  was,  "I  give 
£60,000  in  legacies,"  which  w  ere  enumerated  to  the 
amount  of  51,000,  it  then  gave  "  the  residue  4000" — 
making  oidy  55,000  the  draft  of  the  will  in  testator's 
handwriting,  at  ti.e  bottom  of  which  he  had  inserted  the 
dale  of  the  will  and  the  names  of  the  witnesses,  was 
admitted  to  show  the  mistaken  omission  2  Cond.  E.  11. 
509.  12. 

Here  the  mistake  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  will, 
and  was  helped  by  reference.  So  where  the  20th  sheet 
of  a  will  was  missing,  and  it  appeared  from  the  19th 
and  21st  pages,  that  the  missing  sheet  was  rTecessary  to 
connect  them  as  a  component  part  of  the  will,  that  its 
omission  was  unintentional,  and  that  it  had  been  detach- 
ed by  accident — it  was  supplied  by  proof  of  instructions 
and  other  evidence,  2  Cond.  E.  li.  506.  21.  C.  L. 
294.  S.  C. 

So  where  a  paper  was  executed  in  1802,  declared  to 
be  a  codicil  to  the  will  of  1798,  which  had  been  de- 
stroyed and  a  new  one  executed  in  1800;  these  facts 
were  admitted  lo  show,  that  the  testator  intended  to 
refer  to  the  existing  will  of  1800,  and  had  by  mistake, 
referred  to  the  caiicelled  one  of  1798,1  Cond.  E.  K. 

445.  52. 

So  where  a  will  was  endorsed  "  plan  of  a  will,"  and 
so  headed,  but  was  otherwise  perfect  and  complete, 
evidence  was  admitted  to  show  whether  it  was  intended 
to  be  a  will,  or  was  only  authenticated  as  instructions, 
1  Cond  E.  R.  452.  being  consistent  with  the  words  of 
the  will. 

So  where  a  deed  in  trust  for  A  and  B  was  indefi- 
nite as  lo  the  parts  they  should  take,  a  deed  from  the 
trustee  defining  their  s'aies,  and  other  evidence  was 
admitted  to  show,  that  it  was  according  to  the  inlention 
of  the  parlies  who  intended  that  both  instruments 
should  operate  as  one  deed,  17  S.  and  R,  110.  both  be- 
ing executed  at  the  same  time. 

In  this  respect  there  is  no  distinclion  between  devises 
of  real  and  personal  properly.  In  a  leading  case,  the 
testator  devised  his  estate  to  his  executors,  one  of 
whom  owed  him  by  bond  £3000,  evideiice  was  offered 
to  show  that  he  instructed  the  scrivener  in  writing  to 
give  the  money  to  the  executor,  but  he  refused  to  in- 
sert it  in  the  will,  insisting  that  making  him  executor 
would  release  the  debt;  that  the  testator  took  counsel 
on  it,  who  gave  the  same  opinion,  in  confidence  of 
which  the  testator  executed  the  will  without  the  de- 
vise: the  evidence  was  not  received,  and  the  debtor 
executor  was  decreed  to  pay  his  co-executor  one  half 
ofthe  bond.  Talb.  240.1.  On  an  appeal  to  the  Houiie 
of  Lords,  they  refused  to  hear  the  evidence  read,  and 
affirmed  the  decree,  4.  B.  P.  C.  180.  4.  I  he  authority 
of  this  case  remains  unqucsliontd,  and  it  has  been  ex. 
pressly  adopted  in  this  state.  2  Yeates  304.  7  S.  and 
R.  114.     1  J.  C.  233. 

It  matters  not  how  clear  and  full  the  instructions 
may  be,  or  that  they  are  signed  by  the  testator  and 
in  the  body  of  them  declared  to  be  a  will,  if  the  exe- 
cuted will  contains  no  reference  to  them,  and  is  on  its 
face  clear  of  ambiguity , as  to  the  subject  matter,3  Cond. 
R.290.  4  Cond.  E.R.  209.2  V.  &B.318.  6.  Conn.  276. 
4  Dess.  215. 

Instructions  to  a  scrivener  cannot  be  given  in  eri 
dence,  2  Vern.  98.  He  cannot  be  allowed  to  prove 
that  he  used  a  word,  with  a  meaning  different  from  its 
import  ofthe  true  meaning  of  which  he  was  ignorant. 

7  S.  &  R.  113.  114. 

A  mistake  in   drafting  a  will  does  not  make  it  void, 

8  Conn.  265.    And  when  a  testator  declares  a  paper  to 
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be  his  will,  the  Court  must  take  it  as  it  is  written.  1 
Cond. E.R.  452.  5.  6.  Conn.  274.  5.  Mistakes  are  not  to 
be  supposed,  if  any  construction  th.it  is  agreeable  to 
reason  can  be  (bund  out— the  will  that  is  in  writing 
must  pass  the  land,  and  must  be  decided  by  what  is 
contained  in  it,  1  Atk.  415. 

The  written  declarations  of  a  testator  made  after  the 
will  are  not  evidence,5  Bing.435.  15  C.L.  490.  8  Conn. 
264.  unless  the  paper  may  be  proved  as  a  codicillarv, 
1  Cond.  E.  C.  267.  70.  or  a  testa-ncntary  one,  6  V.  397. 
4  Dow.  p.  C.  89. 

A  paper  may  be  a  will  as  to  personal, though  not  as  to 
real  propertv,  here  and  in  England;  the  statute  of  wills 
of  34  and  35'  Henry  VIII.  reqniVes  only  that  wills  should 
be  in  writing,  and  the  statute  of  frauds  and  perju- 
ries requires  subscribing  witnesses  only  to  wills  devising 
real  estate. 

Instructions  may  be  read  to  prove  that  testator  knew 
he  had  particular  relations — but  no  farther  to  prove 
what  he  meant  by  the  words  "poor  rel.itions,"  1  V. 
231.  2. 

On  a  question  whether  the  devise  to  the  wife  was  in  ,  . 
lieu  of  dower,  a  roufih  draft  of  the    will    in  testator's  '  jected, 
hand  writing,  containing  the  devise  and  the  words  "  in  |       "  -^ 
iieu  of  dower,"  which  was  omitted  by  the  mistake  of 
the  scrivener— was  not  admitted.   2  Ycates  304. 

The  rule  dtducible  from  these  cases,  is,  that  instruc- 
tions are  in  no  case  admissible  to  control  or  contradict 
the  plain  words  of  a  will,  or  to  supply  an  omission,  un- 
less there  is  something  on  the  face  of  the  executed 
will,  which  shows  a  mistake  or  omission  by  pointing  or 
referring  to  something  which  the  instructions  will  ex- 
plain. When  there  is  sucli  a  reference,  whether  the 
ambiguity  is  latent  or  patent,  it  may  be  removed  by  the 
instructions  or  other  matter  referred  ti)  or  point- 
ed out,  the  thing  referred  to  being  considered  as  con- 
nected with  the  will  by  the  reference, 


testator  is  supposed  to  have  omitted,  or  to  add  words 
which  he  has  not  used,  21  C.  L.  291.  3  D.  &  E.  87.  or 
where  the  will  is  silent,  to  apply  it  to  a  new  subject 
matter  of  devise  or  new  devisee,  as  to  prove  that  the 
word  "  Gloucester"  was  omitted  by  mistake,  so  as  to 
make  the  lands  in  that  county  pass  by  tiie  will,  though 
not  referred  to.  21  C.  L.  292.  4.  Newberg  vs.  New- 
burgh,  in  Dom.  Proc  cited  but  is  admissible  where  a 
description  of  the  subject  inatter  is  imperfect;  to  of  the 
devisee — or  where  the  description  is  true  in  part  but 
not  in  every  part,  if  there  is  a  sufficient  indication  on 
the  face  of  the  will  to  justify  the  application  of  the  evi- 
dence.  21  C.  I,.  294. 

If  there  is  in  any  part  of  the  will  a  sufficient  descrip- 
tion, it  shall  not  be  vitiated  by  any  mistaken  descrip- 
tion or  circumstance  for  "utile  per  inutile  iion  vitiatur-" 
7  I.  R.  217.  1  M.  &  S.  301.  Vide  Bacon,  L.  T.  102,  &c. 
lieg.  25.  Or  if  it  can  be  collected  from  the  words  of  the 
will,  that  the  description  of  two  estates  has  been  trans- 
posed by  mistake — the  local  description  may  be  rej.-ct- 
ed  as  surplusage  for  "  falsa  demonstratio  non  mut," 
where  enough  appears  after  the  false  description  is  re- 
"     21C.  L.  291.  4. 

averment  to  take  away  surplusage  Is  good,  but 
not  to  increase  that  which  is  defective  in  the  will  of  the 
testator.  Godb.  131.  Hob.  32.  In  deciding  on  the  ad- 
mission of  evidence,  and  the  construction  of  wills,  the 
Court  will  look  to  the  situation  of  the  testator's  family 
when  it  w.as  made.  3  Dow.  P.  C.  68.  2  V.  217.  1 
Wash.  Va.  56.  5.  and  of  the  property  he  owned,  in  order 
to  ascertain  to  wliom  he  intended  to  give  it,  and  what 
he  intended  to  give  by  construing  the  words  consistent- 
ly with  the  sta!*.e  of  his  property  and  family,  but  not  to 
introduce  new  words  Into  the  will.  21  C.  L.  288  94. 
Or  to  strike  out  those  It  contains.  As  a  devise  of  all  my 
hinds  In  the  Parish  of  C.  called  Hoplands,  to  my  son  J. 
If  he  dies  without  issue,  Hoplands  shall  remain  to  B. — 


„.th  the  will  by  the  reference,  so  as  to  bring- the    .,     ,      ,  ...  .      ,•       .   »     . 

.•.i,-„  .u    _..!„    •<;,i .  .„      .1        .  ,,.:  Hoplands  was  an  entire  larin  extending  into  two  par- 

case  withm  the  rule,      id  certum  est  quod  certum  reddi    .  .  '^    ,    ,  -u  ,  „„,f  „„i„   „  ,„<.,i   „.k  „k  ,.,„„  ■„  n    i^„„ 
jggj  „  '  ishes,  but  that  part  only   passed  which  was  m  C.  Cro. 

But  when  the  will  is  ambiguous  in  its  words,  and  ;  ■'''^' ^"^  j'  •  «  „r  ,«„  u^a.  „f  n,.„„  «- „/  a,i,«„» 
contains  no  reference  to  anv  thing  which  can  m.ake  it  '  ,  t°  k  ^^"'^^^^  '"y  'f"'^'  f  ^'^*°"'  "i- °'  Ashton. 
certain,  or  on  its  face  admits  of  no  construction,  it  is  "'^'"^'^  mean  the  same  thing,)  other  lands  not  situate 
void.  1  I.  C.  235.  56.  86.  3  Atk.  258.  3  S.  &  R.  !  ""^'""'  '""  "°*-  ^^''-^^'  ""^  «''.<Jence  aliunde.  Dow. 
607.    7S.  R.  114,     8  Co.  155.  j 

As  to  parol  or  extrinsic  evidence  the  rules  are  well  ! 

^it^Unot  admissible  to  fill  up  a  blank,   2  Atk.  239.  3    ^^-^f'' "'^"^  in  the  city,  btit  none  in  the  county  of  L, 

BO    "11    1^    oi     r-    r     ooi     "    «     *u       „     •         r     i  but  had  estates  in  the  county  of  Clare,  yet  evidence  oi 
.  \j.  oil.  IJ.   Jl.   c  L..  ^yi.  o.  or  the  omission  t^t  a    , .    .   ,     ,.  i.     i    •    •'Li      .      l       *i,  ^.i     •   .      i 

devisee,  3  Atk.  257.  nor  to  supply  the  written  words  of   ''''  mtention  was  not  admissible,  to  show  tha  he  intend 
a  will,  it  must  be  construed  ei  vlsceribussuis,l  Yeates,  !  f  '°J"V'''  o'.f "  '"  "'^  '°""'^  °^  ^^     ^^  ^^  ^^  ^*' 
432.   2  Yeates,  304.   nor  to  explain  it  unle.^s  it  refers  to  j  ^-   8  Bmgham  244. 
something  dehors  of  so  ambiguous  a  nature  as  to  require 
explanation,  not  of  a  doubt  in  the  will,  but  a  doubt  on 
a  matter  out  of  the  will,  7  S.  &  R.  113.  14.   II.  C.  234. 
not  in   its  construction  but  its  factum,  3  Cond,  E.   R. 
290  4.  Cond.  E.  R.  209.   21  C.L.  291. 


C.  65.  87.  91.  The  same  rule  was  adopted  on  a  de- 
vise  of  "  his  freehold  and  real  estates,  in  the  city  of 
Limerick,  and  county  of  Limerick."     The  testator  had 


When  there  is  no  description  of  the  devisee  or  thing 
devised,  it  is  not  admissible,  nor   where  the  thing  de- 
vised,  is    well    described   or   defined   in   terms  or  by 
reference,  in  order  to  embrace  what  is  not  so  described. 
As  a  devise  of  "  my  money,"  evidence  will  not  be  ad 
mitted  to  show  that  the  testator  intendei 
notes,  and  mortgiges,  1  I.  C.  231.  4.  14 
of  a  devise  of  my  farm  in  the  occupation  of  A. 
ment   that   he   in;ended  to  pass  land  In  the  occupation 
of  B.    cannot  be  admitted,  11  J,  R.  21?.  20.   14  C.  L 
291.  Godb.  IS. 

If  the  devise  has  a  certain  eflTect  and  operation  to 
pass  lands  at  the  place  described.  It  shall  not  be  extend- 
ed by  extrinsic  evidence  to  embrace  lands  elsewhere, 
unless-  the  Intention  can  be  collected  from  the  will  itself, 
21  C.  L.  290- 

A  new  description  cannot  be  Intrnduced  into  the 
body  of  the  will,  and  no  estate  can  pass  that  does  not 
answer  the  description  it  contains,  nor  can  evidence  be 
received  which  amounts  to  a  new  devise,  which  the 


The  Court  cannot  do  for  a  testator  what  he  has  not 
done  for  himself."  1  Mas.  11.  12.  "  Or  make  a  will 
for  him  while  he  sleeps  in  his  grave,"  6  Conn.  174. 
and  they  cannot  receive  evidence  of  his  declarations 
before    of  after  the  making  of  the  wIH.     2  Vern.   98. 


8  Conn.  264.  4  Wash.  265.  4  Dess.  215,  &C.  4GaU.172. 
1  Pet.  C.  C  87.  8  Wh.  211. 

Courts  of  law  have  always  been  je.lous  of  admitting 
extrinsic  evidence  to  explain  the  intention  of  the  testa- 
tor, and  it  is  admitted  only  where  an  ambiguity  is  intro- 
. ebond.s,  I  duced  by  extrinsic  circumstances,  4  Dow.  P.  C.  93.  or 
9  14.  so  j  '1  ''i^'  class  of  Intermediate  cases,  referred  to  by  Lord 
Bacon  and  .ludge  Story,  which  partake  both  of  the 
c'larader  of  latent  and  patent  ambiguity;  as  where  the 
words  are  clear,  but  admit  of  two  constructions,  consis- 
tently with  the  meaning.  Bacon  L.  T.  100.  1  Mas.  12. 
5  Wh.  336.  7.   S.  P.  2.   V.  217. 

The  admission  of  the  evidence  in  such  cases,  is  to 
give  effect  to  the  will,  by  removing  the  ambiguity,  4 
Dow.  P.  C.  93.  and  is  of  such  a  nature  as  stands  well 
with  the  words  of  the  will.     8  Co.  155.  a. 

It  is  admitted  where  there  are  two  persons   of  the 

same  name,  to  show  which  was  Intended.  2  Atk   373.  5. 

and  686.     2  D.all.  70.  72.    8  Co.  155.    1  Wash.  Va.  55. 

Where  there  is  a  mistake  in  the  christian  ( 
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of  the  devisee,  2  V.  218.  2  Alk.  373.  Godb.  1".  Co. 
&  Litt.  3.  a-  Ilthei'e  is  a  certainty  of  the  person  meant, 
Sw.  480.  In  cases  of  resulting  trusts,  2  Atk.  373.  1 
Vern.  31.  n. 

Or  where  the  testator  used  to  call  James,  "  Jackey," 
andgavealesacy  to  ".lohn."    Amb.  175.    2  Dall.  70. 

1  V.  231.  So  wliere  he  had  a.niece  named  "  Gertrude 
Yarrllev,"  whom  he  used  to  c.ill  "  Gatty,"  and  often 
declared  he  would  'do  well  for  her;  she  took  a  legacy 
given  to  "  Catherine  Evanlev" — there  being  no  sucli 
person  as  C.  E.  2  P.  W.  141.  3.  If  the  testator  errs  in 
the  name  and  not  in  the  person,  the  devise  is  not  hurt 
by  the  error.   Swinb.  480.  18. 

If  a  devise  is  made  to  tlie  cliurch,it  shall  go  to  the  Pa 
rish  church  of  the  testator;  or,  if  he  names  a  church  and 
there  are  divers  of  the  same  name,  it  shall  go  to  the  j 
one  where  he  usually  resi,rted:  so  if  to  "  the  poor,"  it  | 
shall  go  to  the  poor  of  his  parish.  Swinb.  489.  Or  if 
he  was  a  refuijee,  and  devises  to  the  poor  generally,  it  ■ 
shall  be  intended  to  mean  poor  refugees  of  the  .same 
nation  with  himself,  Amb.  422.  2  Rop.  on  Leg.  147.  or  ] 
to  the  charity  school,  and  if  there  were  two  in  the  , 
place,  tliL'  legacy  went  to  one  of  the  children  of  which  ' 
testator  was  fond, and  to  whom  he  had  declared  he  would  j 
leave  something  at  his  death.    1  P.  W.  674.  5. 

The  Court  will  look  to  the  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  tlie  testator,  tn  ascertain  his  intention,  2  Eq-  i 
C.  Ab.  366  2  V.  213.  the  use  to  which  the  thing  de- 1 
vised  had  been  applied,  3  P.  \V.  145.  and  the  associa- 
tion of  the  testator  with  one  of  the  persons  of  the  same  I 
name,  to  whom  he  had  given  a  legacy,  2  Dall    70.   2.  1 

2  Vern.  593-     1  Vern.  31.  | 
On  the   same  principle,  the  Court  will  look  to   the 

testator's  properly,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  he  in-  I 
^tended  to  devise,  1  AVash.  Va.  55,  &c. 

As  where  he  had  no  real  esate  of  his  own,  but  had  a  | 
power  of  appointment  over  real  estate,  and  devised  "all  ' 
his  real  estate,"  it  will  pass  the  latter,  otherwise  the 
will  wonld  be  inoperative.  Hob.  160.  6.  &  176.  3  S. 
&  R.  111.  15.  1  Rawie  249.  Se.don  vs.  Kuhen,  2  V.  1 
jr.  589.     21  C.  L.  292. 

So  where  one  devised  all  his  freehold  houses  in  a! 
■street,  but  had  no  freehold  houses  there,  though  he  had 
leasehold  houses  there,  the  latter  passed  tiy  the  will.  I 
1  P.  W.  286.  21  C  L.  292.  2.  Leo.  Talb.  153.  3.  \ 
p.  W.  386. 

It  is  sufficient  if  the  devise  shows  the  intention  of  the  ! 
testator  in  substance,  though  it  is  defective  in  circum- 1 
stances,  or  they  f.iil  Hob.  32.  As  a  devise  of  "my  T.  j 
farm  in  the  occupation  of  A."  it  appeared  that  only 
part  was  in  his  occupatinn,  yet  as  the  T.  farm  was  a  suf- 
ficient description,  the  whole  passed.  1.  M.  &  S.  301.  j 
So  where  he  owned  a  house  in  4th  street,  occupied  by  j 
A.  and  devised  "  his  house  in  3d  street,  occupied  by  i 
A."  the  house  in  4th  street  passed,  2  Wash.  475.  6!        j 

For  these  purposes  extrinsic  evidence  is  admissible  to 
correct  mistakes  or  remove  ambiguities,  by  referring  to  : 
the  facts  and  circumstances  on  which  the  will  is  predi- 
cated, to  apply  the  words  and  written  intention  of  the 
testator  to  the  devisee  and  thing  devised,  and  thus  to 
effectuate  the  declared  objects  of  the  testator  consis- 
tently with  his  will. 

But  when  the  evidence  offered  does  not  remove  the 
doubt  completely,  then  it  is  inadmissible,  3  Cond.  E.  K. 
290.  4  Cond.  E.  R.  209.  for  if  adrnittingits  truth,  there 
is  a  doubt  on  the  words  of  the  will,  it  is  void,  for  uncer- 
tainly by  the  judgment  of  the  law,  and  no  averment 
dehors  cm  make  that  good  which  upon  consideration 
of  the  deed,  is  apparent,  to  be  void. 

If  the  averment  wliich  is  out  of  the  will  stands  well 
with  its  wordsv  it  shall  be  tried  by  the  country,  if  other- 
wise it  is  matter  of  law.   8  Co.  155.  a. 

On  a  subject  svhich  has  so  often  arisen  in  Courts  of 
law  and  equity  as  this  has,  there  is  a  multitude  ot  cases 
in  which  general  principles  have  been  settled  or  recog- 
nised from  the  passage  of  the  statutes  of  wills  that  have 


CASE.  [JAKDAHT 

never  been  departed  from;  we  have  noticed  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  leaditig  ones,  to  enable  us  to  come  to  a 
conclusion  entirely  satisfactory  in  their  application  to 
this  case. 

Here  is  a  perfect  will  duly  and  fully  proved,  which 
wholly  omits  any  disposition  of  the  land  in  question; 
there  is  no  ambiguity  on  its  face  which  can  make 
it  void;  the  revoking  clause  is  absolute,  unquali- 
fied, and  without  e.xceplion;  we  can  therefore  establish 
no  other  paper  or  part  of  a  paper  as  the  will  of  the  tes- 
tator, without  directly  expunging  the  clause  of  revoca- 
tion. There  is  no  latent  ambiguity  which  arises  from  the 
application  of  the  words  of  the  will  to  the  subject  matter 
of  the  devise, or  the  person  to  whom  it  is  devised;  the  evi- 
dence relied  on,  does  not  "  stand  well  with  the  words 
of  the  will,"  it  is  wholly  extrinsic  and  dehors  the  will, 
which  as  to  the  remainder  of  the  estate  in  the  home- 
stead, cont.ains  neither  a  devisor,  a  devisee,  or  any  thing 
devised.  To  make  out  the  existence  of  either,  we 
must  introduce  into  the  body  of  the  will,  a  clause  from 
the  instructions  to  which  no  reference  is  made,  which 
cannot  be  connected  with  it  by  any  construction,  but 
is  a  new  subject  matter  of  devise  wholly  foreign  from 
the  will.  This  is  a  fatal  objection  to  the  title  of  the  de- 
fendant, which  cannot  be  removed  by  the  Court  with- 
out overruling  the  best  established  rules  and  principles 
of  law  in  the  construction  ofthe  statutes  of  wills  in  Eng-  _ 
land,  adopted  in  this  country  in  their  application  to  our 
ownaclsof  Assemby.  Vide  1  Rawle  120.  1. 

If  in  the  adjudged  cases,  we  had  found  any  judicial 
precedent  to  authorise  us  to  add  this  clause  to  the  exe- 
cuted will,  we  should  have  felt  at  liberty  to  have  fol- 
lowed it,  as  it  would  have  accorded  with  what  we  are 
satisfied  was  the  actual  Intention  of  the  testator,  as 
proved  by  the  witnesses  to  the  instructions  or  rough 
draft,  as  well  as  the  general  understanding  of  the  fami- 
ly,appearing  by  their  assent  to  the  decree  of  the  Regis- 
ter's Court,  and  their  petition  to  the  legislature  to  sup- 
ply the  omission,  to  insert  the  deii»e  in  the  wi'l. 

But  In  every  view  which  we  can  take  ofthe  case, 
there  are  difficulties  which  cannot  be  overcome.  There 
Is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  to  justify  us  in  striking  out 
the  revoking  clause  of  the  executed  will,  it  must  remain 
as  an  operative  clause,  and  while  it  remains  we  can  ad- 
jiidge  no  other  paper  to  be  his  will,  if  however  this  ob- 
jection to  the  defendant's  title  could  be  removed  the 
others  are  insuperable.  The  evidence  removes  no  doubt 
or  ambiguity  which  existed  without  it;  tlie  only  defect 
which  it  cotih'  cure  is,  the  want  of  a  clause  devising  the 
homestead;  but  as  the  will  is  wholly  silent  on  this  sub- 
ject, the  effect  of  the  evidence  is  to  make  a  new  de- 
vise, not  to  explain  a  doubtful  phrase  or  word  in  the 
will.  1  Rawle  120.  1.  This  would  be  more  than  filhng 
a  blank  by  extrinsic  averments,  for  it  would  be  to  sup- 
ply the  three  indispenslble  requisites  of  a  will,  by  coU 
lateral  proof  out  ofthe  will,  when  the  law  directs  that 
they  shall  appear  in  writing  in  the  body  ofthe  will. 

That  which  is  executed  contains  no  disposition  which 
affects  the  case;  there  is  no  devisor,  devisee,  or  thing 
devised,  without  d<!.-laring  the  law  to  be,  that  instruc- 
tions or  the  rough  draft  of  a  will  are  not  superseded  by 
a  perfect  executed  instrum.ent,  and  that  the  latter  shall 
not  he  leferred  to  a  change  of  Intention  when  ihey  dif- 
fer, but  shall  be  controlled  by  the  former.  Admitting 
that  the  omission  to  transfer  the  devise  from  the  draft, 
to  the  wiU.was  a  mistake  in  the  scrivener.or  of  the  tes- 
tator, it  is  a  case  which  has  often  occurred  and  repeat- 
edly decided  to  be  incurable,  unless  there  is  some  alle- 
gation of  fraud  or  u-nposition  practised  on  the  testator, 
neither  of  which  is  alleged  in  this  case.  The  cr.nse- 
quences  of  an  omis-ion  to  m.ake  a  will  at  all,  or  to  dis- 
pose of  any  particnlar  part  of  a  man's  estate,  is  not  to 
authorise  a  court  and  jury  to  make  such  an  one  as  they 
may  think  he  intended  to  make,  but  omitted  to  do  it 
by  mistake:— that  would  be  a  repeal  of  the  statutes  of 
wills,  and  introducing  the  very  evils  against  which  thejr 
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were  intended  to  g'uaid,  produce  mobt  utter  confusion  in 
titles  depending  on  dispositions  of  property  wliicli  were 
to  operate  after  the  de:itli  of  the  owner.  Tliere  m.iy 
be  cases  i)f  hardship  growinij  out  iif  tlie  application  of 
the  law  to  special  cases  of  individuals,  they  however 
are  of  trifling  consider.ation  when  contrasted  with  the 
general  mischiefs  which  would  pervade  society  if  there 
was  no  certainly  in  the  law, 

If  men  intend  to  dispose  ot  their  property  by  will  in 
a  particular  wuy.and  do  not  do  it  in  the  manner  pointed 
out  by  law,  they  die  intestate;  the  fault  is  not  in  the 
law,  it  is  in  the  testator;  the  hardship  which  it  may 
cause  to  the  intended  object  of  his  bounty, is  not  visita- 
ble on  the  administrators  of  the  law  who  must  act  with- 
in the  fine  defined  by  the  legislature.  If  ihe  law  is  un- 
just, it  mvist  be  amended  by  the  legislative  department 
of  the  government,  you  and  we  have  only  to  ascertain 
what  the  law  is,  they  must  declare  what  it  ought  to-be. 
In  the  decision  of  causes  we  have  our  appropriate  du- 
ties; it  is  yours  to  declare  what  facts  are  proved  by  the 
evidence  before  you;  it  is  ours  to  declare  what  the  law 
is  upon  the  evidence  oflTered  or  the  facts  found.  In  this 
c.ise,  there  is  no  question  of  fact;  the  truth  of  all  the 
evidence  is  admitted;  it  is  upon  paper  showing  for  it- 
self; it  admits  of  no  doubt..  You  can  find  notliing  more 
than  that  Edward  Brinton  intended  to  devise  his  home- 
stead to  James;  that  he  put  that  intention  into  writing, 
by  instructions  or  rough  drift,  and  intended  to  insert  it 
in  the  wll;  but  that  by  mistake,  or  sume  other  cause, 
it  was  not  done. — Yet  you  cannot  find  thai  he  did  not 
make  the  executed  wdl;  that  he  did  not  revoke  all 
former  wills,  or  that  the  last  one  contains  every  clause 
whicli  disposes  of  the  remainder  to  James,  or  shows  any 
mistake  in  its  body.  The  facts  which  you  can  find  are 
out  of  the  will;  they  cannot  be  introduced  into  it  by 
any  posver  save  that  of  the  testator;  Ihey  cannot  be 
deemed  a  new  will  as  ihey  existed  before  the  execu- 
tion of  the  authenticated  one;  they  cannot  amount  to  a 
will  by  themselves,  because  the  paper  is  revoked,  nor 
be  connected  with  the  existing  will,  which  contains 
not  the  least  reference  to  the  matter.  The  law  there- 
fore .idjudges  the  evidence  to  be  entirely  insufficient  to 
establish  as  the  will  of  EdwardBrinton,any  other  paper 
than  the  one  he  executed. 


erns  the  construction  of  wills.  A 
connect  a  devise  for  life  wiih  one 
in  lee,  cannot  by  its  own  force  create  a  fee  where  no 
devise  is  made. 

Besides,  if  we  consider  it  evidence  of  the  intention  of 
the  testator  to  dispose  of  his  whole  estate,  it  will  not  an- 
swer the  purposes  of  the  defendant;  for  tlie  declared  in- 
tention is  to  dis|)Ose  of  it  by  that  will,  and  not  a  former 
one;   it   contains   no  reference  to  any  other  paper,  and 


ing 


declares  that  he  disposes  of  his  est:ite  in  the  lolli 
mmner — that  is  as  the  will  directs,  and  none  oth( 
The  utmost  meaning,  therefore,  of  which  it  is  suscepti- 
ble, is  to  show  that  as  to  the  land  in  question,  he  had 
not  fully  executed  his  first  intention  declared  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  will — in  other  words,  he  has  not  devised 
the  fee  simple,  and  has  left  it  to  be  distributed  accord- 
ing to  law. 

It  is,  lastly,  contended  that  connecting  the  other  evi- 
dence with  the  executed  will,  such  a  case  is  presented 
as  will  authorise  the  Court  to  make  it  conform  to  the 
evident  intention  of  the  testator. 

As  a  Court  of  law,  we  have  no  power  to  reform  any 
instruments;  we  must  decide  upon  them  according  to 
their  leijal  construction,  effect,  and  operation,  apparent 
on  their  face,  or  with  the  aid  of  such  evitience  as  is  ad- 
missible by  the  rules  of  law  to  explain  them.  Courts 
of  Equity  will  reform  instruments  made  to  carry  into 
effect  the  contracts  and  agreements  of  parties  accord- 
ing to  their  original  intention,  the  agreement  being  the 
standard  of  right  and  equity  between  the  parties,  will 
be  carried  into  effect,  notwithstanding  any  defect  in  the 
instrument  adopted  as  its  execution.  Yet  where  an  in- 
strument has  been  deliberately  executed  by  the  parties, 
under  a  mistaken  opinion,  of  both  as  to  its  legal  effect, 
a  Court  of  Equity  will  not  reform  it,  though  it  fails  to 
effectuate  their  intention.   1  Pet.  1.  17. 

But  there  is  no  analogy  between  the.se  and  cases  of 
wills,  there  is  no  antecedent  or  existing  standard  by 
which  to  reform  the  instrument  made  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect the  final  and  last  will  of  a  testator;  unlike  a  con- 
tract or  agreement  which  requires  the  meeting  of  two 
minds  to  give  it  efficacy;  a  will  is  the  written  declara- 
tion of  the  party,  proved  by  two  witnesses,  to  be  a  tes- 


tamentary disposition  of  the  testator's  property.  It  then 

The  counsri  of  the  defendant  has  endeavoured  to  lake  |  becomes  its  own  standard;  the  only  evidence  of  the  will 

his  case  out  of  the  general  rules  of  law,by  the  force  of  the  j  and  volition   of  the   testator  which   a  Court  of  law  or 

introductory  clause — "  as  to  wh.at  worldly  estate  God    equity  can   notice.     The  intention  mustbe  found  in  its 

has  been  pleased  to  bless  me  with,I  give  and  dispose  of   body,  and  when  once  ascertained,  cannot  be  altered  by 


in  the  following  manner,"  which  he  considers  asindicat 
ing  an  intention  to  dispose  of  his  whole  estate  by  that 
will,  and  that  the  omission  to  do  it  is  an  ambiguity 
which  can  be  explained  and  cured  by'averment  of  ex 
trinsic  m.atter.  There  is  no  authority  for  giving  such 
operation  to  this  clause  as  to  let  in  evidence  of  a  devise 
not  referred  to  in  the  will;  the  hw  is  well  settled  that 
an  introductory  clause  will  not  by  its  ownforce,enlarge 
an   estate  given  in  the  body  of  the  will,    nor  for  such 


purpose 


be  attached  1 
it  ; 


ubsequent  devising  clause  so 


ider  range.    lRawle415. 


The  most  that  can  be  said  is  that  where  the  words  of 
the  devise  admit  of  passing  a  gre.ater  interest  than  for 
life.  Courts  will  lay  hold  of  the  introductory  clause,  to 
assist  them  in  ascertaining  the  intention.  10  Wh.  228.  9 
4  Wash.  195. 

It  is  carried  down  to  the  devising  cUuse,  in  order  to 
show  the  intention,  but  will  not  of  itself  give  a  fee.  8. 
S.  &  R.  289.  Nor  carry  an  estate  that  is  clearly  omit- 
ted; but  if  it  be  dubious  whether  it  be  omitted  or  not, 
it  will  help  the  interpretation.  1  Dall.  226.  Vide  1 
Rawle415. 

In  this  case,  there  is  no  devising  clause  to  which  the 
introductory  words  can  be  carried;  if  we  give  them  any 
effect,  it  will  be  to  make  them  the  will  itself,  by  repub- 
lishing and  establishing  a  revoked  paper;  this  would 


to  overrule  all  authority,  and  to  reverse 


any  other  power  than  that  which  formed  and  expressed 
it  in  writing. 

In  cases  of  contracts,  Courts  of  Equity  act  upon  Ihe 
conscience  of  a  party,  by  compelling  him  to  execute  it 
in  good  faith,  according  to  the  intention  with  which  it 
is  made;  but  they  do  not  assume  the-  power  of  altering 
or  reforming  original  agreements  differently  from  the 
intention  of  the  parties,  the  extent  of  their  power  is  to 
correct  any  instrument,  reducing  it  to  writing,  or  exe- 
cuted to  carry  it  into  effect  contrary  to  the  true  mean- 
ing and  intention  of  the  contracting  parties. 

In  cases  on  wills,  the  executed  declaration  of  inten- 
tion made  according  to  the  forms  and  solemnities  en- 
joined by  law,  is  the  standard  of  right  by  all  the  rules  of 
law  as  well  as  equity,  between  the  heir  at  law  and  the 
devisee,  which  no  Court  can  alter,  modify,  construe,  or 
reform,  on  any  other  evidence  of  intention,  than  can  be 
collected  from  its  words,  as  the  testator  has  made  and 
declared  it.  So  all  courts  and  juries  are  bound  to  take 
and  respect  it  as  his  last  will  and  testament,  revoking 
all  others,  and  passing  only  such  estate  as  it  professes  to 
dispose  of,  or  such  as  by  construction  can  be  brought 
within  its  provisions.  We  must  take  this  will  as  we 
find  it,  and  notwithstanding  any  evidence  which  has 
been  received,  feel  bound  to  declare  that  it  does  i\ot 
devise  the  property  in  question  to  the  defendant.  The 
consequence  is,   that  your  verdict  ought  to  be  for  the 


settled  I  Plaintiff,  for  the  seven  undivided  ninth  parts. 
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GIRAKD  TRUSTS. 


In  compliance  with  the  24th  section  of  the  will  of  Ste- 
phen Girard,  ihe  Treasurer  of  the  Girard  Trusts,  has 
prepared  the  following   condensed  Statement  of  the 
affairs  of  ihe  Estate. 
1st.  Stocks  and  Loans  appropriated  far  eonslrur.ting  and 

maintaining  the  Girard  College  fur  Orphans. 
6331  shares  of  Stock  in  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States  664,715 

8  certificates  for  Loans  to  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania  1,221,785 

1  certificate    for   Loans  to    the   City 

Corporation  113,500 

§2,000,000 


Zd.  Stocks  and  Loans  appropriated  for  the  Improvement 
of  the  Eastern  Front  of  the  City  and  Delaware 
Jtvenue- 

3  certificates  for  Loans  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 

8  certificates  for  Loans  to  the  Schuyl- 
kill Navigation  Company 

3  certificates  fur  Loans  to  the  Mount 
Carbon  Rail  Road  Company 

1  certificates  for  Loans  to  the  Guardians 
of  the  Poor 
22  shares   of  Stock    in    the   Insurance 

Company  of  Pennsylvania 
50  shares  of  Stock  in  the  Philadelphia 
Insurance  Company 
100  shares  of  Stock  in  the  Delaware  In- 
surance Company 

1  certificate  for  Loan  to  the  City  Cor- 
poration 


404  33 
484  00 
000  00 
000  00 
000  00 
166  67 
,200  00 
745  00 
S500,000  00 


Zd.  Loan  appropriated  to  purchase  Fuel  for  Poor  Whiti 
Housekeepers  and  Roomkeepera  in  the  City  of  Phila 
delphia, 

1  certificate  for  Loans  to  the  Schuylkill 


Navigation  Company 


§510,000  00 


ith.  Stocks  and  Loans,  comprising  the  Residuary  Fund. 
1  certificate  for  Loan  to  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania  753  13 

948  shares  of  Stock  in  the  Bank  of  the 

United  States  183  60 

1  certificate  for  Loan  to  the  Franklin 

Institute  800  00 

2200  shares  of  Stock  in  the    Schuylkill 

NavigBtion  Company  264,000  00 

102  shares  ot  Stock  in  the  Delaware  and 

Chesapeake  Canal  Company  10,200  00 

2  shares  of  Stock  in  the  Germantown 

Turnpike  Company  95  cO 

10  shares   of  Stock  in    the  Schuylkill 

Permanent  Bridge  Company  130  00 

100  shares  of  Stock  in  the  Philadelphia 

Exchange  Company  10,000  00 

Cash  received  from  old  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  five  extra  dividends 
(loaned  temporary  to  the  city)  1,943  40 

8288,104  13 

The  following  Account  Current  exhibits  a  condensed 
statement  of  the  Cash  Account,  embracing  the 
amount  of  Dividends,  Interest  and  Rent  of  Real 
Estate  received,  and  payments  made  to  the  various 
objects,  for  the  year  1834. 


Db. 


12,529 
4,228 


4,300  I 
3,112 


To  cash  paid  for  repairs  of  Real  Estate  12,143 

the  Girard  College  114,077 

appropriation  for  Paving         9,229 

appropriation    for  Culvert, 

&c.,  at   the  Drawbridge 

Dock  2.122 

appropriation    for     Stores, 

Dock,&c.  near  Schuylkill 

appropriations  for  Rail  road 

in  Broad  street 
Annuities  §3,900  and  in  ad- 
vance for  1835,   §400 
Delaware  Avenue 
appropriation  for  incidental 

expenses  1,656 

appropriation  for  taxes  and 

water  rents  10,473 

Lands  in  Erie  county  279 

Lands  in  Schuylkill  county         864 

appropriation  for  Salaries        4,000 

the  City  Treasurer  a  temporary 

loan  to  the  City  16,000 

for  Fuel  for  Poor  Housekeepers        594 
appropriation  for  City   Po- 
lice 26,322 
appropriation  for  the  use  of 
the  Trustees  of  the  Col- 
lege 1,415 
appropriation   for  Lands  in 
I'enn^ylvania    and    Ken- 
tucky                                      1,192 
Lands  in  Louisiana                    1,231 
C-  P.    Fox  for  rent  of  meadow 

in  Moyamensing  100 

for  rent  ol  Lot  in   Jones'  alley, 
§45,  Constable  Com.  col- 
lecting §19  32  '  &i 
Balance  in  the  Treasury  31st  Dec.  1834          1,182 


§227,120  87 


Ch. 

By  cash   in   the  Treasury   January   1st, 
1834 

led  for  rents  of  Real  Estate 
or   Interest   on  Mount   Carbon 

Rail  Road  Loan 
or  Interest  on  City  Loan 

nteresi  on  Loan  to  the  Guar- 

ansof  the  Poor 

or    Interest   on    Loans   to   the 

Schuylkill  Navigation  Company 

or    Interest  on    Loan    to    the 

Franklin  Institute 
or  Dividend  on    Stock   of  the 

nk  ot  the  United  States 
'or    Dividend  on  Stock  of  the 
Scliiiylkill  Permanent  Bridge 
Company 

r  Interest  on  State  Loans 
r   D  vidend   on   Stock   in  the 
Pennsylvania  Insurance  Com- 
pany 
"or  Dividend   on    Stock  in   the 
Delaware  Insurance  Company 
r   Dividtnd  on   Stock  in   the 
Schuylkill  Navigation    Com- 
pany 
r   old  Lumber  sold  from  the 
Girard  College 
of  the  City  Treasurer,  tempora- 
ry Loan  reiurned 
terest  on  temporary  Loans 
r  Dividends  on  the  Stock    in 
the    Germantown    Turnpike 
Company 


4,899  49 
62,856  38 


1,250  00 

15,076  20 

50  00 

44,317  00 

11  00 
56,180  68 

880  00 
280  00 

10,450  00 

100  50 

16,000  00 
2,071  05 


1835.J 
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By  cull  for  Lands  in  Schuylkill  county, 
amount  returned  by  the  Com- 
mittee ."3  42 

for  repairs  Real  estate  and  ma- 
terials 2  75 

for  use  of  a  Battering  Ram  S3  00 

five  extra  Blvidends  of  Stock  in 
the  old  Bank  of  the  United 
States  1,943  40 

Dividend  on  Stock  in  the  Phila- 
delphia Insurance  office  75  00 

§227.120  87 

BEMJAMIN  JONES,  Jr. 

Treasurer  of  the  Girard  Irusts. 
i?hi!adelphia,  Dec.  31,  1834. 


IStatement  of  the  Estimate  Amount  nf  Income  from  Rents, 
IntereU  and  Dividends  for  the  year  1835. 

Interest  and  Dividends  from  the   Colli  ge 

Fund  $102,780  00 

Interest   and   Dividend's  from   the  Dela- 
ware Avenue  Fund  25,500  00 

Interest  fmm    the   Fuel    Fund   for  Pour 

Housekeepers  454  44 

Interest,  Dividends  and  Rents 
from  the  Residuary  Fund,  ap- 
plicable to  the  City  Police  and 
Improvement  of  the  City  Pro- 
perty, as  follows: 

Rentslrom  Real  E>tate  in  the  City  So4,000 

Rents  from  Ileal  Estate  inCoates' 
street  3,800 

Rents  from   Farms  in  Passyunk 

and  Moyatnensing  6,000 

Interest     and    Dividends    from 

Stocks  and  Loans  11,000 

84,800 
From  which  is  to  be  deducted. 
Annuities, Taxes, Water  rents, 
Sahiries,  Repairs  and  Materials 
for  Real  Estute,an(l  Incidental 
Expenses,  estimated  at  37,500 


present  attitude  of  those  subjects,  that  the  charge  com- 
mitted to  their  hands,  by  you,  at  the  last  election,  has 
not  been  disregarded. 

It  cannot  liave  escaped  your  notice,  that  it  has  been 
necessary  to  keep  a  watchful  eye  on  the  eJtertions  of 
our  neighbors,  whose  unceasiiig,  but  honest  cttbrts,  are 
directed  to  augment  their  trade  with  the  interior  at  our 
expense,  nor  should  it  fail  to  claim  our  constant  atten- 
tion, tlut  tliey  are  active  and  powerful,  possessing 
vast  resources,  abundant  capital,  and  great  ejiterprist; 
these  means,  imporlailt  as  they  are  in  securing  to  our 
rivals  their  full  share  of  the  trade  from  the  great  West, 
should  not.  and  the  Directors  believe,  will  not  produce 
the  least  effect  to  dampen  the  zeal  of  our  own  citizens 
in  tlielr  cause,  but  on  the  contrary,  will  stimulate  every 
one  to  embark,  freely  and  earnestly  in  the  noble  com- 
petition, by  which  we  irust,  both  ourselves  and  our 
neighbors  will  succeed,  and  thus  the  Kreat  interests  of 
our  common  country  will  be  essentially  promoted. — 
Pennsylvania,  however,  is  not  to  take  an  humble  share 
in  this  great  work;  her  situation— her  wealth — her  in- 
telligence— and  her  experience  all  forbid  the  idea; — 
on  the  contrary,  she  is  to  lead,  and  continue  In  the  pus- 
session  of  that  trade  which  she  has  for  so  many  years 
enjoyed,  with  a  mutual  benefit  to  herself,  and  the  pur- 
tion  of  tountvy  from  wlience  it  came.  How,  or  in  what 
manner  can  this  .(treat  object  be  mo-t  speedily  and  ef- 
fectually accomplished,  is  the  qiiestiini.' 

In  answering  this  iiiqiiiry.the  Board  begs  leave  to  ob- 
serve, that  it  will  be  recollected,  that  last  winlei-,  great 
eSertions  were  made,  under  mea-ures  cmanalinig  fVom 
the  Board,  to  excite  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  Stale,  to  the  junrtlon  of  the  Peiuisylvania  and  Ohio 
Canals,  an  object,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  yonV-  Di- 
rectors, is  deemed  of  paramount  necessity.  Though 
success  did  not  then  (from  causes  which  m  ed  not  here 
be  enumrl-a'fed,)  attend  those  exertions,  it  is  stlH  be- 
lieved that  a  favorable  Impression  was  made  oi\  the 
minds  of  our  Representatives,  in  relaiion  to  this  icnpor- 
t.iit  work,  and  It  is  confidently  expected  that  an  early 
opportunity  will  be  embraced,  at  the  present  session, 
lo  make  provision  for  the  extension  of  the  Pennsylvnia 
Canal  to  the  Ohio  State    line It  will  also  be  remem- 


ed  tha 


ig.r 


Directors  of  this 


$176,034  44 


The  above  Statements  and  .Accounts  have  been  care- 
fully examined  and  approved  by  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Girard  Esates- 

JOSHUA   LIPPINCOTT, 

President  of  the  Board. 


Philadelphia,  January  3,  1835. 


PHILADELPHIA  BOARD   Ot  TRADE. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Association,  held  on 
Friday,  the  16th  inst. at  7  o'clock,  P.M.  the  President, 

THOMAS  P.  COPE,  Esq.  in  the  Chair,  and 

A.  G-  RiLSToiTi  Esq.  was  appointed  Secretary. 

The  President  presented  the  annual  Report  of  the 
Directors,  as  follows: 

REPORT. 

The  Directors  of  the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade, in 
obedience  to  the  fourth  article  ofthe  Association,  pre- 
sent the  annual  report  of  their  proceedings. 

The  numerous  subjects  presented  to  their  attention, 
all  tending  to  promote  the  internal  interests  and  trade 
of  our  state,  have  received  that  degree  of  consideration 
which  the  magnitude  ofthe  object  demanded — and  they 
hope  to  show  by  the  view  they  will  now  exhibit  of  the 
Vol.  XV.  3 


[  appointed  Delega'es  to  the  Warren  Co 
I  tain  information  in  regard  to  this  subject,  upon  which 
reliance  could  be  placed;  and  the  valuable  report  of 
those  gentlemen,  proves,  the  measure  to  have  been 
equally  wise  and  beneficial.  The  Directors  giving  it 
j  their  entire  confidence,  caused  one  thousand  copies  to 
;  be  printed  and  distributed,  and  they  doubt  not,  it  has 
j  eniightened  many  of  our  fellow  citizens  on  the  subject. 
■P  he  Directors  afler  examining  all  the  evidence  before 
them,  have  arrived  at  a  conclusion,  as  to  a  proper 
route  for  this  junction,  but  they  will  not  conceal  from 
'  you,  that  their  opinion,  on  this  point.is  at  variance  with 
that  of  several  highly  respectable  gentlemen  in  Ohio. — 
j  There  are  two  routes  proposed.  The  one,  the  Ma- 
I  honing,  or  northern;  and  the  other,  the  Sandy  and  Bea- 
I  ver,  or  southern  route;  of  these  two,  your  Directors  do 
j  not  hesitate  to  prefer  the  former.  On  this  subject, tliey 
have  been  favorerl  wiih  visits  from  friends  ofthe  latier 
i  route,  and  have  given  their  statements  the  most  respect- 
1  ful  consideration.  These  have  been  accompanied  by 
the  opinions  ofthe  En,gineers  ofthe  Company , appolnt- 
rd  to  make  an  additional  survey  of  this  route;  but  we 
are  constrained  to  declare,  that  we  do  not  perceive  in 
our  further  investigation  of  this  matter,  any  reason  to 
change  our  former  deliberate  judgment.  In  confirma- 
j  tion  of  our  decision,  it  seems  to  be  admitted  by  the 
warmest  partizans  of  the  southern  route,  that  artificial 
reservoirs  of  water  must  be  constructed,  should  that 
route  be  adopted;  and  your  Directors  feel  assured  that 
if  there  be  another  roitte,  on  which  such  a  resort  is  not 
ri  quired,  it  should  have  the  preference.  Tint  route  is 
believed  to  exist  by  the  Mahoning  Valley.  The  Di^ 
rectors  are  desirous  that  the  Atsocialion  should  under' 
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stand,  that  all  their  views  and  feelinsr  on  this  subject, are  on  tliis  subject,  which  it  is  hoped  will  prove  successful 
governed  exclusively,  by  the  desire  to  select  the  best  j  in  restorinsj  to  the  proper  martet.the  produce  to  which 
route;  not  an  individual  or   local    feeling  exists  in  the  i  it  is  entitled. 

breast  of  either  of  them,  and  lliey  feel  anxious  that  tlie  On  the  subject  of  tolls  on  our  Canals  and  Rail  Road, 
question  should  be  settled  for  the  permanent  good  of  all  I  the  Directors  assure  you  ot  the  r  having  given  the  sub- 
parties  interested;  and  for  the  furtherance  of  this  jrreat  I  ject  great  attention,  and  they  do  so  the  more  cheerful- 
point,  the  Committee  of  Coirespondence  with  the  Pitts-  ly,  as  their  exertions  have  proved  in  a  great  degree 
burg  and  Ohio  delegates  to  the  Warren  Convention  [  successful.  It  was  long  since  ascertained  tUat  the  dif- 
have  been  instructed  to  send  delegates  to  Columbus  |  ferertce  of  charges  between  New  York  and  our  own 
during  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  State,  amounted  to  a  bounty  in  favor  of  our  neighbor; 
to  endeavour  to  promote  what  the  Directors  believe  to  ;  preparatory  to  action  on  this  subject  with  the  proper 
be  the  views  of  this  Association,  to  obtain  their  co-ope-  j  authorities,  correct  information  was  sought  for  by  the 
ration  with  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  to  cfTect  the  Board,  and  we  are  consequently  indebted  to  several 
proposed  junction;  for  this  duty,  gentlemen  eminently  |  gentlemen  of  the  interior,  for  valuable,  elaborate  corn- 
competent  to  the  purpose  have  been  selected,  and  this  j  parative   statements  of  tolls,  via   New  York  and  Penn- 


far 


■  zeal,  as  well  as  j 


Board  have  a  perfect  confideni 
their   capacity    to    accomplish, 
fluence  and  exertions  may  exter 
Attempts  at  llarrisburg,  will  al- 

winter,  which  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  will  be 
met  by  a  proper  spirit,  and  with  a  hearty  concurrence 
in  our  views,  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature.  Such 
then,  is  the  condition  of  this  proposed  improvement. — 
1  he  Directors  could  not  say  less  on  a  subject  so  impor- 
tant; more  they  need  not  say  than  to  recommend  it  to 
the  persevering  attention  of  this  association,  and  par- 
ticularly to  those  whiim  the  association  may  please  to 
select  as  their  successors.  I 

In  February  last,  a  standing  committee,  denominated  commod 
the  "Portage  Rail  Uoad  Committee,"  was  appointed  by 
the  Board,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  such  measures 
as  they  might  detm  proper  to  facilitate  the  transmission 
of  merchandize  over  the  Allegheny  mountain;  in  the 
month  of  Ma)',  complaints  were  heard  of  delays,  &c  ; 
this  Committee  were  then  instrucied  to  investigate  t!ie 
facts  and  make  report  thereon;  this  duty  was  promptly 
attended  to;  and, the  Committee  reported  at  the  suc- 
eeeding  stated  meeting,  the  circumstances  which  gave 
rise  to  these  complaints;  they  were  such  as  usuallv  at- 
tenil  new  and  unfinished  works;  this  report  was  given 
to  you  tlirough  the  newspapers  i^fthe  day;  since  that 
time,  the  Board  are  without  evidt  nee  of  delay  or  incon- 
venience  from  the  same  source,  and  as  the  .Mountain 


nd  routes,  and  the  freight  by  the  Ohio  and 
to  New  Orleans.     The  examination 
tliis  great  object. —  j  of  these    documents  resulted   in   an   instruction  to  the 
e  made  during  the    appropri.ite  committee  to  send  suitable  persons  to  Har- 
ri'burg,   for   the  purpose  of  laying  before   the  Canal 
Commissioners,  the  information  obtained.     This  com- 
munication was  received  by  the  Canal  Commissioners, 
in  the  most  qualifying  spirit  of  frankness,    and  as  soon 
as  their  other  important:  duties  permitted,   they  made 
the  new   regulations  reducing  the  tolls  as  much  as  ap- 
peared prudent  at  the  present  time,which  it  is  believed 
will  prove  equally  satisfactory  and  benefici.al,  whether 
as  regards  the  interests   of  the  state,  or  the  owners  of 
The  Commissioners  for  this 
prompt  attention  to  the  wishes  and   interests  of  those 
deeply  interested  in  the  wise  management  of  our  inter- 
nal impruvements,rtceived  as  they  deserved, the  thanks 
ofthe  Board. 

The  Boai'd  of  Directors  conceiving  that  some  further 
facilities  were  required  for  the  transportation  of  mer- 
chandise to  the  depots  at  the  Schuylkill  river  and  Rail 
Road,  from  the  city  proper,  and  viewing  with  pleasure, 
similar  facilities  enjoyed  by  our  fellow  citizens,  north 
and  south  of  us,  have  instructed  a  Committee  of  this 
Board,  appointed  for  the  purpose  to  memoralize  Coun- 
cils, on  the  subject  of  causing  a  Tram  or  Railway,  to  be 
constructed  from  the  Schuylkill  to  the  Dela  vare.  The 
Directors  have  not  designated  any  particular  location 
route,  but  being  governed  by  a  psrfecl  regard  to 


Kail  Road  will   be  com|)leled  for  the  reception   of 

vast  trade  on  the  opening  of  the  navigatii  n  ofthe  ca-  I  the  interest  and  opinion'of  every  individual,  as  also  the 
nals,  your  Directors  do  not  anticipate  any  disappoint-  welf.re  and  prosperity  of  the  whole,  they  merely  wi.h 
raent  another  season  from  similar  causes.  to   participate   in  any  measure   which  shall  be  decided 

iispcctionLawsofthe  Commonwealth  have  had  [  bv  Councils,  ur  their  fellow  citizens  as  the  most  advise- 
able. 


the  attention  of  your  Directors.  You  are  all 
these  enactments,  the  expediency  of  which  has  been 
generally  doubted.have  a  strong  bearing  upon  the  trade 
and  internal  improvements  of  our  state;  it  will  be  vain 
that  you  make  Hail  lioads  and  Canals  to  attr.ict  and  fa- 
cilitate commerce  within  our  State,  if  you  embarrass 
the  articles  composing  it  with  annoying  exactions.  It 
may  be  the  wish  of  the  .Merchants  or  Agriculturists 
of  the  neighboring  states,  to  avail  themselves  of  our 
improvements,  to  send  articles  of  their  produce  to  such 
markets  as  they  may  think  proper;  but  if  we  oblige  them 
to  incur  extra  expenses  thereon,  it  causes  the  produc 
er  or  merchant  to  seek  anotlier  channel  where  the 
transportation  will  be  free  from  such  exaction.  The 
importance  however  of  preserving  a  high  standard  in 
the  domestic  and  foreign  markets  for  our  own  produce 
is  admitted;  but  it  is  believed  to  be  the  best  policy  to 
allow  the  produce  of  other  states  a  transit  through  our 
borders,  free  from  any  further  t  .x  upon  it  than  the  cosi 
of  ti-ansportatini),  &c. ;  hence  it  is  that  the  Directors 
notice  wiih  pleasure  a  bill  now  pi-esented  to  our  Le- 
gislature by  the  Commissioners  ofthe  Civil  Code,  pro- 


Th?  importance  of  a  uniform  rate  of  charges  on  the 
internal  trade  of  our  state,  is  admitted  by  all,  and  has 
received  the  action  of  this  Board;  to  know  the  exact 
rates  of  Commission  for  buying  and  selling  produce  of 
all  kinds;  the  rates  of  freight  from  place  to  pHace;  the 
rates  of  storage  for  long  or  short  time,  &c.  are  points 
of  information  always  required  by  those  who  wish  to 
operate  in  the  produce  market;  the  Board  have  there- 
fore considered  the  matter  as  within  the  scope  of  their 
duties,  and  have  appointed  a  Committee  to  prepare  a 
tariff  ot  charges  adapted  to  that  branch  of  trade,  which 
we  doubt  not  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Commission 
Merchants,  and  be  productive  of  decided  advantages  to 
the  trade  itself:  connected  with  this  subject,  is  that  of 
Insurance  on  the  Canals  and  Rail  Road  of.this  State,and 
on  the  Ohio  river:  thisis  a  subject  of  importance  both  to 
the  buyer  and  seller,  and  it  is  hoped  our  exertions  will 
be  successful  to  effect  Insurance  on  merchandize  trans- 
ported by  the  routes  above  mentioned. 

You   are  aware  that  a    company   was  chartered  by 
,  ,  --      the  Legislature  some  time  since,  for  the  construction  of 
Vid.ng  lor  the   adoption  ofthe  liberal  system  we  have  j  Tow  Boat  s.fm- assisting  the  navigation  ofthe  Delaware, 
suggested.  „hen  impeded  by  winds  or  currents.  The  booksfor  the 

I  he  t.uag.ng  Laws  are  represented  to  this  Board,  as  '  stick  were  opened,  and  part  of  the  amount  required, 
being  at  variance  either  as  regards  principle  or  prac-  ]  subscribed,  but  not  sufficient  to  enable  the  company 
lice,  with  those  of  other  states;  the  effect  of  which  is,  j  to  go  into  operation.  1  he  fact  is  stated  with  regret, 
to  give  otiier  raarkeis  a  decided  preference  over  our  [  and  the  subject  is  renewed  in  the  hope,  that  a  spirit  of 
own.     Measures  o(  correction  are  now  in  train,  beating    enterprise  will   be  aroused  to  the   importance  of  the 
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subject,  for  it  is  admitted  tliat  we  labour  under  some 
disadvantages  by  tlie  nature  of  our  navig^ation  from  the 
Capes  to  the  city;  our  ships  arrive  at  the  Capes  of  Dela- 
ware, in  passages  equally  short  with  those  at  N.  Y.  but 
but  Ihey  have  frequently  to  encounter  an  liundred  miles 
of  head  win.ls,  strong- current  and  narrow  channels;  it 
should  be  recollected  too,  that  in  exact  proporiion  to 
the  extent  of  these  delays,  be  they  what  they  may,  our 
neighbors  gain  all  the  time,  and  too  frequently  much 
of  the  freight.  It  iherefore,  behooves  us,  lo  take  such 
measures  as  sliall  secure  to  ow  i-hips  and  our  impor- 
ters their  proper  share  of  foreign  commerce,  and  give 
to  our  accumulating  exports  the  readiest  despatch.  I  he 
subject  is  in  the  hands  of  a  Committee,  and  we  ardently 
hope  fir  the  final  success  of  our  newly  awakened  efforts, 
without  which  the  great  design  of  our  past  exertions 
in  respect  lO  our  interior  trade,  will  be  but  imperfectly 
fulfilled. 

The  Board  are  f;ivored  by  several  members  ofthe  Le- 
gislature, With  public  documents  from  time  to  time, 
which  are  always  laiil  on  the  tables  in  the  roo.n,  for 
the  use  ofthe  members  of  the  Association;  national 
State  and  City  Maps  are  also  placed  on  the  walls  lor 
their  use.  The  Treasurer  herewith  presents  his  an- 
nual account  current.  Having  thus  presented  the  lead- 
ing subjects  which  have  engaged  the  attention  of  your 
Directors  for  the  year  past,  we  cannot  conclude  this  re- 
port.without  congratulating  the  Association,  on  the  suc- 
cessful result  of  its  opdmitions  thus  f.ir;  a  result  which 
has  fully  realized  the  expectations  of  its  pr(ijectors,and 
furnishes  the  strongest  indication  of  its  increasing  utili- 
ty heieafter. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  16,  1835. 

The  Board  then  proceeded  to  the  annual  election  of 
its  officers,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen. 
President, 
Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Vice  Presidents, 
Matthew  Newkirk,  Robt.Toland. 

Treasurer, 
Thomas  C.  Rockhdl. 
SeO-etari/, 
Lewis  Wain. 
Directors, 
Caleb  Cope,  Davis  B.  Stacy,  ^ 

John  S.   Kiddle,  Samuel  Comly, 

Wm.  H.  Hart,  George  W.  'loland, 

William  R.  Thompson,         Stephen   Baldwin, 
M.D.Lewis,  Edward  Yarnall, 

Thomas  P.  Hoopes,  Charles  S.  Boker, 

Richard  D.  Wood,  Joseph  W.  Ryers, 

Alexander  Ke:«l,  Alexander  M'Clurg, 

Edward  Roberts,  William  Yardley,  jr. 

Robert  Patterson,  M.  Caiiby, 

Frederick  Fraley. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  memorial  of  the  Philadelphia  Board  of  Trade, 
respectfully  shewelh: 

That  the'  State  having  completed  a  Canal  and  Rail 
Road  communication  between  Philadelphia  and  Pitts- 
burgh, by  means  of  which  the  inexhaustible  products 
of  the  west  may  be  brought  to  the  vicinity  of  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  city,  your  memorialists  believe  that  some 
arrangements  shoidd  be  made  to  convey  those  products 
with  the  least  possible  expense,  from  the  termination  of 
the  canal  and  rail  road  to  the  river  Delaware,  and  also 
to  facilitate  ti.e  transportation  of  merchandize  destined 
for  the  interior. 

The  present  mode  of  conveyance  is  acknowledged 


by  every  one  to  be  too  expensive  ;  and  when  your  me- 
morialists state  the  fact,  tliat  the  present  price  of  dr.aye 
age  -on  tiie  heavy  produce  of  the  countrv,  from  the 
Schuylkill  to  the  Delaware,  is  equal  t..  one  third  thn 
freight  on  the  same  articles  from  Phihulclpiiia  to  lio,tol- 
or  Charleston  by  water,  or  trnm  Lanc.ster  to  I'hiladey 
phia  on  the  rail  road,  they  think  it  obvious  that  a  remedt 
should  be  provided  if  it  can  be  accomplished  withou- 
detriment  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  citi- 


ts  would  therefore  respectfully  nig- 
gest  the  proprietv  ol  laying  a  single  or  double  tiack  of 
Tram  or  Rail  Ways  from  the  river  Schiijlkill  through  a 
Central  part  of  the  city  to  the  river  Delaware.  This 
would  in  their  opinion  reduce  the  jiresent  pvce  of  trans- 
poriation  to  and  from  the  Schu)  Ikill-.it  least  "5  per  cent; 
and  by  the  Columbia  Rail  Road  to  compaiatively  noth- 
ing. 

Your  memorialists  believe,  and  are  confirmed  in  this 
hy  the  opinion  of  a  scientific  and  experienced  eng  iieer, 
that  Tram  ways,  or  solid  pieces  of  hewn  granite  ol  pro- 
per proportions,  laid  perfectly  level  with  the  surface  of 
the  sti-eet,  would  be  most  advantageous,  as  they  would 
not  only  ansvvcr  all  the  purposes  of  a  rail  road,  hut  be  a 
decided  improvement  on  the  present  mode  of  paving 
the  streets  and  prove  economical;  as  when  once  judici- 
ously laid  they  would  probably  last  lor  ages  ;  and  by  a 
slight  change  in  the  present  manner  of  C"nstructing  the 
wheels.  Rail  Road  Cars  couhl  be  used  with  thesume  ad- 
vantage on  the  Tram  as  on  the  rail  way. 

It  is  believed  that  no  opposition  would  be  mado-by 
the  citizens  resident  on  the  streets  through  which  Tram 
ways  may  be  constructed,  as  they  are  not  liable  to  the 
objections  generally  made  to  rail  roads,  the  surface  be- 
ing level  with  the  street  and  smooth;  ttiey  would  obviitte 
in  a  great  degree  the  noise  occasioned  by  the  passing  of 
carts.omnibuses  and  other  vehicles  on  the  mainjthorougli- 
fare  of  the  city. 

Your  memorialists  believe  also,  that  to  preserve  a  fair 
proporiion  of  the  Western  Tri.de,  it  will  be  necessary 
by  some  means,  to  continue  the  Columbia  Rail  Road 
through  the  city  to  the  river  Delaware,  and  as  our  en- 
terprising neighbors  of  the  district.s,  have  already  cnn- 
ducied  branches  to  their  wlrirves — every  hourol  delay 
on  our  part  is  a  serious  injury  done  to  the  commerce  of 
the  city  proper, 

THOMAS  p.  COPE,  President. 

J,  M,  Wright,  Secretary. 

From  the  Rochester  Democrat. 
OLEAN  AND  ROCHESTER  CANAL. 

A  memorial  is  in  circulation,  in  New  York,  praying 
the  Legislature  of  tliat  state  to  execute  this  work.  — It 
is  published  in  the  Rochester  Democrat,  of  last  Tues- 
day.    The  following  are  extracts — 

"  That  we  solicit  your  Honorable  Body  lo  pas^  a  Law 
ordaining  the  constriictiim  of  a  canal  fiom  Rochester 
along  the  great  Valley  of  tlie  Genesee,  to  Clean,  on 
the  head  waters  of  the  Allegheny  River. 

In  addition  to  our  former  applications  for  this  measure, 
we  are  invited  to  call  your  special  attentiim  to  the  sub- 
ject, at  this  time,  by  reason  of  a  recent  survey  made  of 
the  route,  under  an  orderiof  the  last  session  o(  the  Legis- 
lature; which,  although  accomplished,  yet  we  have  not 
been  able  to  obtain  any  specific  knowledge  ofthe  result; 
and,  therefore,  we  have  to  spenk  of  it  from  our  general 
knowledge  of  the  country,  and  that  which  we  have  da- 
rived  from  the  former  surveys  thereof 

From  all  those,  we  have  no  doubt  if  its  feasibility: — 
The  question,  therefore,  resolves  itstlf  solely  into  the 
policy  of  the  measure. 

In  this  respect,  it  would  form  a  continuous  line  ; 
another  link.orlateral  branch, of  the  many  already  added 
to  the  great  Tkpnk  of  tlie  New  YorkGrand  Canal;  going 
onward  to  use  up  the  waters  of  her  numerous  rivers 
and  small  lakes  with  which  the  State  abounds,  into  ca- 
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nals  and  the  feedersof  canals  ;  and  to  extend  her  system 
of  internal  navig;<tion,  trade  and  commi  roe,  through  all 
the  various  sections  or  her  territory. 

This  can:d  would  extend  an  hundred  miles,  from  Ro- 
chester to  Olean,  and  have  a  transverse  width  of  terri- 
tory from  15  lo  2U  miles  on  either  side,  and  comprehend 
about  two  millions  of  acres,  embracing'  the  celebrated 
flats  of  the  Genesee  Valley,  and  the  adjoining'  uplands, 
equally  famed  for  the  colture  of  wheat,  tog-ether  form- 
ing aschaonpaign  and  fertile  soil,  a-,  is  any  where  to  be 
found  under  the  same  parallel  of  notliern  latitude. 

Besides  the  large  amount  of  agiicultural  productions 
that  would  wend  their  way  to  market  on  the  bosom  of 
its  waters;  its  southern  extremity  would  leacli  into  a 
large  range  of  Pine  Timber,  ftom  which  the  counties 
of  Livingston  and  Monroe  are  already  mainly  supplied 
with  building  materials;  an,d,  by  following  the  head  wa- 
ters ofthe  AI.egheny  Uiver,  30  miles  from  Olean,  would 
reach  the  bituminous  coal  (nines  lying  in  great  abund 
ance  along  the  western  slope  of  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tains. 

As  the  lateral  branch  of  the  Erie  Canal,  It  will  be  ful- 
Iv  equal  with  any  other  lateral  branch, yet  constructed 
by  the  S;ate,  boih  for  its  productive  rt  venue — forin- 
cliidinir  its  long  reach  on  the  Erie  Canal,  to  tide  waters, 
it  could  not  fa  I  to  p;iy  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  its 
construction  after  the  first  or  second  year  of  its  use-- 
and  for  the  diffusion  of  its  benefits  over  its  adji.cent  ter- 
ritories, as  well  as  for  extending  its  supplies  of  lumber 
and  fu>  1  along  the  whole  line  oi  the  Erie  Canal  to  Alba- 
ny, and  prob:.b!y  even  to  the  New  York  market,  in  com- 
petition with  other  himher  and  coal  regions. 

Therefore,  ifiewed  merely  as  a  lateral  branch  canal, 
terminating  at  Orlean,  we  consider  it  as  being  adequate 
to  the  cost  of  its  con-tniction — yet,  this  view  is  but  a 
limited  and  partial  exhibit  of  its  importance. 

For,  by  extending  its  impiovmenis  down  the  AUe- 
glieny  River,  eiiheibya  can.d  along  its  banks,  or  by 
dams  across  the  river  for  a  slack  water  navigntion,  until 
a  sufficient  size  and  depth  of  that  river  could  be  gained 
for  a  regular  and  durable  .-team  boat  navigation  thereon 
to  Pittsburgh,  (besides  the  minor  consideration  of  en 
hancing  the  value  ol  the  100,000  acres  of  land  lying 
along  the  waters  of  that  river,  granted  as  a  gratuity  to 
the  canal  fund  ot  the  State,  by  the  Holland  Land  Com 
pany,)  it  could  be  m  ide,  pei'h.ips  the  best,  at  least,  one 
ofthe  openings  of  a  communlca>tion,  with  the  Ohio  river 
to  let  tlie  State,  and  iis  gi-eat  emporium,  the  city  of 
New  York,  into  a  par'icipation  of  the  trade  of  the  great 
Ohio  Valley,  in  competition  with  the  cities  of  Philadel 
phia,  BaltiiTiore  and   Wash-ngloo. 

In  the  great  work  which  Pennsylvania  has  encoun 
tered  in  ord,er  to  overcome  the  high  altitude  of  the  Al 
leghany  Mountains,  she  lias  had  to  resort  to  the  alternate 
use  of  canals  and  rail  roads.  In  her  experiment  on  th 
capacities  for  the  transpoi;tation  of  heavy  and  bulky  ; 
tides,  she  has  found  that  canals  are  nearly  fourtimes  as 
efficient,  as  are  Rail  Ho.ils— i.  e.  the  cost  of  transpor 
tation  on  can  ds  are  as  15  to  59  on  Rail  Koads-  This  ex 
penment  being  made  where  both  were  under  the  equal 
management  of^  the  same  pubic  officers,se  ties  the  pend^ 
ing  controversy  respecting  their  comparative  merits, 
most  concliis  vely  in  favor  ol  canals;  and  forms  a  highly 
valuable  result  for  the  bentlit  of  New  York,  as  she  can 
carry  an  open  canal  through  all  the  principal  sections 
and  portions  of  her  terr  tory;  and  serving  to  fasten  on 
her,  as  a  fundamental  measure  of  her  state  policy,  to 
hold  on  to  the  right  of  making  all  her  canals  as  her  slate 
properly,  and  not  to  grant  away  the  right,  to  Incorpora- 


Princ'pal  Engineer.      On  the  afternoon  of  that  day  twa 

lirains  i  fears  rame  to  this  place  from  the  mountain,  the 

for  the  season.      The  navigation  closed  at  this  plar© 

tlie   30th.     It  was  still  open  at   Johnstown    ca  the 

morning  of  the   30th,  and  two  boats  were  expected  to 

e  trom  Pittsburgh  before  its  closing.     The  snow  is 

about  5  inches  deep  on  the  mountain,  and  two  or  three 

nches  deep  at  this  place. 

[Note. — At  H4rrisburgh  the  snow  fell  to  the  depth 
of  22  inches  on  the  29th  of  December,  and  since  then 
here  has  been  hard  freezing.  The  Susquehanna  is 
closed  by  ice — Chronicle.} 

From  the  ConriBjercial  Herald. 

ARRIVALS 

Mi/ie  Port  of  Philadelphia  during  the  year  1834. 

The  following  statement  we  have  made  up  from  th© 

entvies  oil  the  Custonii  House  Books. 
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Fust  Quarter 

14 

1 

82    150 

47 

Second  Quar'er 

22 

11 

133 

586 

155 

Third  Quarter     . 

■     23 

5 

165 
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Fourth  Quarter 

23 

114 

569 
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Total 

82 

90 

494 

203.5 

485 

PENNSYLVANIA  CANAL  AND  RAIL  ROAD. 

F.XTttACT  OE  A  LKTTEB,   DATED 

Holtidaysburg,  Jan.  2,  1835. 
The  stationary  engines  on  tlie  Portage  were  stopped 
on  the    night  of  the  31st  December,  by   order  of  the 


Making  the  whole  number  of  arrivals,  during  the  year 
3116.  In  this  statement  is  included  the  arrivals  on  the 
Schuylkill  amounting  to  693  Brigs,  Schooners  and 
Sloops. 

The   arrivals  of  Vessels  belonging  to  Foreign  Coun- 
tries during  the  year  1834,  have  been  as  follows:.-^ 
Bjitish  .  .     73  I  Bremen  .  .    1 

French     .  .  2  |  Swedish     .  .  1 

Spanish  .  .12     Danish  ,  .     I, 

Portuguese  .  1  |  Dutch        .  .  1 


American  vessels  from  foreign  ports 


92 


Total 
Of  these  vessels  there 

w- re- 

:.        43.0 

Ships,     i 

Bai-ks. 

Brigs. 

1     Sch'rs 

1    Total. 

62      1 

19 

226 

123 

1       430 

1835.] 


LANCASTER  COUNTY. 


61 


INSPECTIONS  OF  FLOUR  AND  MEAL. 

At  the  Poit  of  Philadelphia  from  the  first  of  January 
834,  to  the  3 1st  December  inclusive. 


Wheat  Flour 

309,570  barrels. 

do             do 

15,30UhHlfdo. 

Middlingrs 

2,339  barrels. 

live  Flour 

31,1-3     do. 

Ci.rn  Meal 

5.797  hhds. 

do     do 

31,173  barrels 

B.  DAVIS,  Inspector- 

an.  3.  1835. 

During  the  year 

1833  the  Inspections  were— 

Wheat  Flour 

373,590  barrels. 

do         do 

22,725  half  do 

Middlings 

2,577  barrels. 

Kye  Flour 

40,011     do. 

C.irn   Meal 

7,5^-9  hl.ds. 

do     do 

40,415  barrels. 

'rom  the  above  sta 

emenis  it  will   be  seen   that  the 

pectinns  this   year 

have   fallen  off  69,020  bbls   and 

7,424  halfbarrels  in  Wheat  Hour:  8,838  in  Hye  Flour, 
and  8,838  barrels  in  Corn  Meal. 

Commercial  Herald. 


From  the  Bucks  County  Intelligencer. 

PUBLIC   MEETING. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  cit  zens  of  Bucks  county,  held  in 
pursuance  of  public   notice,    at    the  house  of  W.  W. 
■  ,  Newhope,  on  Saturday  evening  3d  Janua 


Bald« 


except  in  the  channel  where  an  opening  of  sixty  feet  to 
be  left  free  and  clear,  and  such  other  fixtures  made  as 
to  render  certain,  a  sure  and  safe  downward  navigation. 
Free  locks  are  to  be  erected  below  the  falls,  fur  the 
ascending  crafts.  Thus  ending  the  long  agitating  and 
excited  differences  in  regard  to  the  use  of  tlie  waters  of 
the  Delaware  between  theii-  respective  States. 

Therefore  Kerolved,  That  we  cheerfully  submit  to 
any  arrangements,  by  which  the  revenue  of  the  Com- 
monwealth can  be  promoted,  and  the  navigation  of  the 
bed  of  the  Delaware  unimpaired. 

Kesolved,  That  the  dam  across  the  Delaware,  from 
shore  to  shore,  five  feet  high,  below  the  mnuth  of  the 
Lackawaxen,  without  any  opening,  and  to  feed  a  canal 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  over  which  nine-tenths 
of  all  the  lumber  passes  in  descending  the  Delaware, 
yearly,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  the  propriety  of  Penn- 
sylvania erecting  a  dam  three  feet  high,  with  an  opening 
of  60  feet,  at  Wells'  Falls,  to  feed  her  own  canals— 
particularly  if  the  navigation  is  benefitted  by  this  pro- 
posed plan  of  improvement. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  agreement  enter- 
ed into  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  Jersey,  relative  to  the  use  of  the  waters 
of  the  Delaware,  for  canal  purposes  believing  tliat  the 
arrangements  improve  both  the  descending  and  ascend- 
inff  navigation,  and  particularly  at  Wells'  Falls,  by 
which  the  raftmen  will  be  relieved  from  a  heavy  tax 
imposed  by  steersmen,  for  piloting  them  through  those 
Falls. 

Resolved,  That  when  this  meeting  adjourns,  it  will 
adjourn  to  meet  again  on  the  12th  of  January,   at  this 


to  consideration  the  agreement  made    place  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening, 


ry  1835,  to  take  i 

by  the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey 
for  the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  for  canal  navi- 
gation; when  Moses  Eas^burn  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  Isaac  Vanhorn  and  Uutledge  Thornton  appointed 
Secretaries. 

The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been  stated,  on 
motion  a  committee  of  five  persons  were  appointed  to 
draft  resolutions  and  a  petition  expressive  of  the  sense 
of  the  meeting,  whereupon  the  following  persons  were 
appointed,  viz. — Lewis  S.  Coryell,  Mahlon  Briggs,  John 


Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  be  signed  by  the 
officers  of  the  meeting  and  published  in  thepapersof 
the  county,  and  such  others  as  may  feel  friendly. 

MOSES  EASTBURN,  Chairman, 
Attest, 
IsAic  Vanhohn.  -)  Secretaries. 

RUTLEDGK  1  HOHNTON,    3 

The  citizens  of  the  County  of  Bucks,  are  requested 
to  assemble  at  the  House  of  W.  W.  Baldwin,  in  New 
Hope,  on  Monday  12th  inst.  at  1  o'clock,  P.  M.  to  take 
Dolby,  Jos.  D.  Murray  and  William  Coooer;  whoi  after  '  into  consideration  the  agreement  of  the  joint  commis- 
some  time,  reported  the  following  preamble  and  reso-  sioners  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  relative  to  a 
lutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted.  i  dam  across  the  Delaware  river,  at  the   head   of  Wells' 

That  tlie  Delaware  division  of  the  Penn.sylvania  canal  ;  Falls, 
has  been  completed  along  the  valley  of  the  Delaware,  ]  __  . 

from  tide  water  to  Easton,  at  an  expense  of  §1,500,000, 

ynder  the  direction  of  the  Commonwealth.      From  the  LANCASTER  COUNTY, 

immense  trade  destined  to  be  borne  on  this  canal,  and 

the  inexhaustible  coal  region  on  the  Lehigh,  leaves  j  1  here  has  been  much  valuable  property  for  sale  in 
nothing  to  conjecture  in  relation  to  the  revenue  to  be  i  Lancaster  county  during  the  present  season,  and  at  the 
divided  from  this  item  of  Internal  Improvement,  if  kep^l  present  time:  and   instead  of   this  f:ict  being  an  evi- 


\n  navigable  condition, 

A  great  error  was  committed  by  the  Engineer,  who 
located  the  canal.  The  top  water  line  with  five  feet 
depth  in  the  8^  mile  level,  immediately  below  Wells' 
Fails,  is  2  feet  9  inches  above  ihe  extreme  low  water  at 
the    head   of  those   Falls.      Water  wheels  have  bi 


greeted  to  supply  the  deficiency;  the  past  season,  has    and  all  without  the 


Icnce  of  distress,  the  attending  circumstances  prove 
it  actually  the  reverse. 

Property  valued  at  upwards  oi  two  milliotis  of  dollars 
has  changed  proprietors  within  the  last  four  months, 
some  by  private  sale  and  much  of  it  by  public  sale, 
bringing  astonishing  prices  and  principally  for  cash, 


proved  their  inadequacy,  nor  does  it  seem  reasonable 
that  such  important  navigation,  should  be  dependent  on 
such  a  precarious  contingency,  when  a  permanent  and 
certain  supply  of  water  may  be  had  without  material  in- 
jury to  any  one,  and  so  beneficial  to  the  revenue  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  prosperous  to  individual  en- 
terprises. 

Commissioners  have  been  appointed  by   the  States 


of  the  sheriff. 


The  prices  of  farms,  in  the  valley,  have  varied  from 
85  to  110  dollars  per  acre,  at  public  sale,  payable 
principally  in  cash,  in  hand,  or  on  the  first  of  April 
next.  These  have  varied  in  size  from  50  to  250  acres 
—the  quantity  of  land  having  no  effect  in  diminishing 
the  price. 

From  the  immense  number  of  farms  that  have  been 
sold,  and  the  number  now  up  for  sale,  those  who  are 
of  Pennsvlvaniaand  New  Jersey,  to  make' an  amicable  i  not  acquainted  with  purchasers  and  sellers,  would  ima- 
arrangem'ent  for  the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware,  \  gine  that  there  was  a  great  migration  from  this  county 
for  their  respective  canals.  1  hey  have  with  great  de-  I  for  the  West,  and  a  proportionate  influx  of  strangers, 
liberation  and  personal  investigation,  and  a  dueregaid    This  is  not  so.     The  buyers  are  generally  Lancaster 


to  the  ascent  offish,  and  the  safe  descent  of  rafts,  con- 
cluded arrangements  mutually  advantageous. 

One  of  the  provisions  allows  Pennsylvania  to  erect  a 
dam  at  Wells'  Falls,  three  feet  high  across  the  river, 


county  born,  wealthy  farmers,  who  first  purchase  large 
farms  wrth  the  accumulation  of  industry,  and  part  with 
their  small  ones  to  one  of  their  children,  or  to  those 
who  are  beginning  life,  or  advancing  on  the  road  to 
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competence.  Tlie  instances  of  migration  are  not  moie, 
nor  indeed  so  great  as  in  less  prosperous  limes;  and 
we  iibsTve  tiiat  there  is  a  growing  desire  in  lliuse  wl)0 
arc  about  to  remove,  to  settle  in  tlie  nei.nlibouring 
counties  where  l.uids  wre  cheaper  than  with  us,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  (.ir  west.  Tliis  we  are  glad  lo  see,  as  it 
argues  the  increase  of  a  prudent  foresight  which  can 
calculate  upon  finding  happiness  and  comfirt  near 
home  and  near  friends  and  connections,  as  well  as  afar 
off,  among  strangers.  The  county  of  Cnmberlind, 
Franklin,  and  tlio-e  bordering  on  the  .luni^tta  and 
West  Branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  may  calculate  upon 
a  considerable  increase  of  wealth  and  population  trom 
the  reduncy  of  Lancaster  county — Lancaster  Piiper. 


From  the  Beaver  Argus- 
BEAVER  COUNTY. 
We  have  been  furnished  by  a  friend  with  ihe  follow- 
ing statement,  showing  the  amount  of  taxable  property 
in  the  several  townsliips  of  this  county.  It  will  no 
doubt  be  interesting  to  our  readers.  The  aggregate  is 
much  brger  than  we  had  anticipated,  and  shows  the 
increasing  wealth,  and  importance  of  ibis  section  of  the 
State, 


A   Statement  of  the  Valuation  of  Taxable   Property, 

Real  and   Personal,  in  the 

seve 

■al  townships  ol  Bea- 

ver  County,  according  to  the  assessment  for  the  yeai 

1835. 

Townships. 

Valuation. 

Borough 

§199,911 

Fallston 

139,065 

New   Sewickly 

3JU,919 

North  Sewickly 

3?'4,416 

Shenango 

211,405 

North  Beaver 

129,552 

Big  Beaver 

129,552 

Little  Beaver 

259,926 

South  Beaver 

76,581 

Brighton 

121,566 

Ohio 

132,521 

Green 

142,284 

Hanover 

187 ,278 

Racoon 

57,614 

Moon 

85,254 

Hopewell 

146,543 

.    Ec.inojTiy 

171,651 

Chippewa 

71,502 

Total  valuation, 

§3,041,011 

Beavbii  Bridrb — The  Big  Beaver  Bridge  has  lately 
been  so  altered  and  improved  as  to  add  to  its  value, 
security,  and  the  public  convenience.  Originally  the 
eastern  end  of  the  structure  run  so  far  into  the  hill, 
that  it  was  almost  imposiible  to  cut  a  road  through  the 
rock  at  a  proper  angle.  A  new  abutment  has  been, 
built,  and  about  forty  feet  of  the  eastern  span  cut  off 
which  gives  room  for  roads  up  and  down  the  creek, 
and  makes  the  ascent  directly  up  the  hill  at  an  easy 
elevation.  The  road  now  is  properly  gradrd  and 
greatly  improved.  The  cost  of  this  alteration  is  about 
%iOQO.— Beaver  Jrgus. 


From  the  Philadelpliia  Gazette. 
RECORD  OF  THE  WEATHER— PHILADELPHIA. 
The  Cni,!)  Wekk — The  week  which  commenced  on 
the  3d  of  January,  and  ended  on  this  day  the  lOtli,  will 
long  be  remembered  in  the  annals  of  Philadelphia,  as 
the  coldest  period  of  seven  days,  within  the  recollection 
of  most  of  our  inhabitants. 


The  following  statement  gives  the  temperature  as 
shown  by  a  thermometer,  in  the  centre  of  the  city,  under 
a  piazza,  exposed  lo  the  South,  near  the  corner  of 
Walnut  and  Seventh  streets,  at  half  an  hourbelbre  sun 
rise  of  each  day. 

Sunday,  4ih         4°  above  zero. 

Monday,  5  3         "       " 

Tuesday,         6  20         "       " 

Wednesday,    7  6  "        " 

Tliursdaj',        8  5         ••       " 

Friday,  9  7  «        .< 

Saturday,        10         12         "       " 
Making  the  average  lor  the    week  of  a  little  over  8 
degrees. 

'I'he  following  memorandum,  for  the  same  period  at 
7  A  M.  is  furnished  by  a  respectable  citizen  residing  at 
llie  corner  of  Walnut  and  Ninth  streets,  the  thermome- 
ter being  exposed  to  the  N.  E.  and  partially  to  the 
N.  W. 

Sunday,  4th  zero. 

Monday,  5  1°  above. 

Tue~day,  6  21  " 

Wednesday,     7  3         " 

Thursdav,         8  2      .  " 

Friday,  '  9  5  " 

Saturday,       10  11         " 

In  addition  to  these  statements  we  have  received 
the  fullowing  communication  from  another  respecta- 
ble citizen,"  who  resides  in  Chestnut  street  near  Broad 
street. 

Philabeiphia,  Jan.  10,  1835. 
Gentlemen — It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  comply  with 
your  request,  by  sending  you  an  account  of  the  mercu- 
ry in  Fahrenheits  thermometer,  since  Saturday,  the  3d 
inst.  viz. — 

Sunday,  January  4,  at  6  o'clock,  2  degrees  below  zero. 
Monday,  5,  *'  4  degj-ees  below  zero. 

Tuesday,  6,  "  loabove  zero. 

Wednesd.ay,         7,  "  2  degrees  above. 

Thursday,  8,  "  1  degree  below  zero. 

Friday,  9,  "  10  degrees  above  zero. 

Saturday,  10,  "  8  degrees  above  zero. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  zero,  or  0,  is  32  degrees 
below  the  freezing  point. 

My  thermometer  hangs  outside  my  chamber  window 
(the  year  round)  facing  the  North,  and  as  I  constantly 
keep  a  night  lamp  burning,  I  can  always  tell  the  exact 
state  ot  the  atmosphere,  at  any  hour  in  the  night,  by 
throwing  up  my  window  and  looking  at  what  point  the 
mercury  stands.  It  is  more  than  forty  years  since  I 
commenced  making  thermometrical  observations,  and 
the  instances  have  been  exceedingly  rare,  that  the  wea- 
ther has  continued  so  intensely  cold  for  so  many  days  in 
sue  essi.in.  If  there  had  been  a  large  body  of  snow 
upon  the  ground,  in  tliis  city,  the  mercury  would  pro- 
bably have  sunk  several  degrees  lower.  At  the  N.  and 
E.  where  the  mercury  has  been  so  unprecedentedly 
low,  there  are  large  bodies  of  snow  and  ice. 
Very  resnectfully, 

CHARLES   PEIRCK. 
Chestnut,  between  13th  and  Broad  streets. 


The  Weather. — The  continued  severity  of  the 
ifeather,  occupies  tie  attention  of  every  body.  Last 
vening,  our  thermometer  stood  thus,  with  a  southern 


7         ni 

_     10  .         .         .         .         .         13^ 

This  morning  at  7  o'clock  it  was  5  and  at  9  o'clock 

at  3  degrees- 

At  the  Exchange,  this  morning  at  7  o'clock  it  was  at 

3  degrees. 

We   have   conversed  with   a  gentleman  who  w.as  at 

Lancaster  on  Monday  morning,   the  5th    inst,  and   saw 

the  thermometer  al  8  o'clock,  A.  M  at  12  degrees  be 


1835.] 
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low  zero.  He  says,  the  snow  was  20  inches  deep  and 
thit  the  atmosptiere  at  the  honr  ahove  mentioned  was 
filled  with  frozen  v.ipour  rcsemljlinij  snow. — lb. 

TaK  WEATnER,  since  Saturday,  the  3d  inst.  has  been 
severely  cold.  Sunday  morning  the  4th,  the  Mercury 
in  Farenheit's  Thermometer,  was  two  below  zero.  On 
Monday  morninff,  fnur  below.  On  Tuesday  morning 
ten  above.  On  Wednesday  morning  at  only  huo  above, 
and  Severely  cold  through  each  day. 

Thursday  morning,  at  six  o'clock,  the  mercury  stood 
at  one  below  0,  and  at  9  o'cl  ick  only  three  above.— 
FridHyJan.9,  at  6  o'clock  in  the  m  irning,  tlie  mer- 
cury stood  at  2°  above  0,  and  at  10  o'clock,  10 
above  0 — lb. 


From  the  U.  .S.  Gazette. 

The  Weatiier. — It  is  now  one  week  since  the  cold 
weather  commenced,  and  it  will  be  long  remembered  as 
the  cold  January.' 

Friday,  January  6th,  5  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Miss 
Mercury  rested  at  2  degrees  above  zero,  and  at  10 
o'clock,  10  above  0,  at  which  time  she  took  the  re- 
iponsibitity  and  in  defiance  of  the  General  rose  to  22 
above  0. 

As  there  are  many  persons  who  will  no  doubt  pre- 
serve your  paper  of  the  present  week,  as  references,  I 
will  here  ijive  the  slate  of  the  Mercury  every  morning 
at  6  o'clock  since  last  Saturday,  viz. 

Sunday,  January  4,  1835 — Mercury  2  below  zero. 
Mondiy,         "      5,     "  "         4     "         " 

Tuesday,        "       6,     "  "       13  above    " 

Wednesday,  "      7,     "  "         2     "         " 

Thursday,      "      5,     "  "         1  below    " 

Friday,  "      9,     "  "         2  above     " 

Zero,  or  0  mean  the  same,  and  is  32  degrees  below 
the  freezing  point.     At  40  below  mercury  will  freeze. 


The  Weather. — A  gentleman  called  in  yesterday  to 
say  that  he  had  just  returned  from  tlie  northern  part  of 
Chester  County,  where,  on  Sunday  morning,  at  a  quar- 
ter before  3  o'clock,  the  .Mercury  in  the  thermometer 
stood  at  10°  below  zero,  and  on  Monday  morning  at  the 
same  time,  it  was  12°  below  zero. — lb. 

The  Weather. — The  Mercury  on  Saturday  morning 
last,  (Jan.  10. )  at  6  A.  M.  stood  at  8  above  0  at  9  o'clock 
14  above  0  after  which  it  gradually  rose  to  20  above  0. 

Jan.  11.  Sunday  morning,  6  o'clock.  Mercury  18 
degrees  above  0,  and  at  9  o'clock  25  above;  after 
which  it  rose  to  35,  which  is  three  degrees  above 
freezing. 

Jan.  12.  6  o'clock,  A.  M.  Mercury  19  above  0,  and 
at  9  o'clock  22  above  0. 

Chestnut  d.  near  the  Mlul- 

From  Poulson's  American  Daily  Advertiser. 
State  of  the  thermometer  as  registered  at  sunrise,  at 
the  Union  Canal  Office  in  North  Lebanon,  Pennsylva. 
nia,  during. tlie  late  severe  weather. 

January  4  Sunday,  13°  below  zero. 

5  Monday,  20    below  zero. 

6  Tuesday,  14    above  zero, 

7  Wednesday,      00    at  zero. 

8  Thursday,         11    below  zero. 

9  Fridav,  14    below  zero. 
10  Saturday,           12    below  zero. 

W.  L. 
Jan.  13,  1835. 

At  Pine  Grove,  Schuylkill  county,  the  thermome 
ter  stood  at  32°  below  zero,  at  7  A.  M.  on  Monday  the 


Jan.  4,  3  o'clock,  P.  M 15  deg.  below  zero. 

5,  ."  10 

6,  "  26 

7,  '•  26 

8,  "  24  " 

9,  "  22 


The  did  weather  continued  with  but  little  abate- 
ment until  Sunday,  when  by  a  conjunction  of  the 
Moon  with  Jupiter  on  Saturday  night,  the  temperance 
of  the  atmosphere  became  more  agreeable  on  Sunday. 
Without  tlie  intervention  of  the  planet  Jupiter  the 
cold  weather  would  have  continued  without  intermis- 
sion.— Lancaster  Journal. 

The  Lancaster  Union,  of  Tuesday  says: — Thb 
Weather. — Yesterday  and  day  before  it  was  inten>ely 
cold.  At  7  o'clock  yesterday  mornmg,  the  thermome- 
ter stood  at  20  degrees  below  zero.  The  Susquehanna 
is  entirely  closed  at  Columbia.  The  snow  is  more  than 
a  foot  deep,  and  sleighing  never  was  better. 

In  Salem,  N.  J.  the  Mercury  stood  on  Monday  at  14° 
below  zero. 

MiLToji,  Jan.  8,  1335. 
The  Weather,  on  the  two  first  days  of  this  week, 
was  intensely  cidd — the  thermometer  having  stood  at 
31  degrees  below  zero  on  Monday  morning — and  since 
then,  op  to  the  time  when  our  paper  went  to  press,  it 
has  not  been  so  cold  by  several  degrees. — S-  Advocate. 

Jan.  10th  1835. 
The  Weather. — During  the  present  week  the  wea- 
ther has  been  intensely  cold.  On  Monday  last  the  ther- 
mometer stood  at  31  degrees  below  zero.  Yesterday 
morning  we  felt  the  cold  equally  as  severe  as  on  Mon- 
day—  Miltoniun. 

From  the  Columbia  Spy. 

Saturday,  Jan.  10.  1835. 
COLD  WLATHEU. 
We 'believe  none  of  our  citizens  recollect  experienc- 
ing  more  severe  cold  than  that  of  Monday  last.  The 
gener.al  impression  appeared  to  be  that  previously  the 
air  had  never  been  in  such  a  frigid  state  in  this  region. 
A  number  of  stage  drivers  who  were  exposed  had  their 
hands,  feet,  ears,  &.C.  bitten  by  the  frost;  and  the  amount 
of  sufferi'ig  endured  by  the  poor  and  destitute  must  have 
been  great.  A  friend  has  favored  us  with  the  condition 
of  the  thermometer,  as  follows  : 

Saturday,  Jan.  3d,  1835. 

12  o'clock  at  night — 13  deg.  above  zero. 

Sunday,  Jan.  4th. 

3  P.  M. — 11  deg.  above  zero. 

5  "         7       " 

6  "         5       " 

9  "  3  "     below  zero. 

10  "  6  "  " 

11  "  7  " 

12  '•  8 

Monday,  Jan.  5th. 

7  A.  M. — 18  deg.  below  zero. 
9       "         11     " 

Friday,  Jan.  9th. 
6  A.  M.— 10^  deg.  below  zero. 

On  Monday  morning  the  Susquehanna,  which  h.d 
been  partially  frozen  over,  presented  one  unbroken 
field  of  ice,  which  by  this  time  must  be  of  considerable 
thickness. 

itT^.ileighs  crossed  on  the  ice  yesterday. 

At  A'banv,  on  Sunday  morning  the  thermometer  was 
thirty-two  degrees  below  zero.  At  Boston,  on  Saturday, 
it  was  15  deg.  below  zero.  At  New  York,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  thermometer  was  18  deg.  below  zero. 
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PoTTSviLLE,  Jan.  10. 
Cold  Weatheu. — The  weather  has  been  intensely 
cold  throug-hoiit  the  greater  part  of  the  present  week. 
On  Monday  morning  last  the  mercury  fell  in  Fahrenheit's 
Thermometer  as  low  as  twenly  four  degrees  below  zero, 
and  on  the  day  preceding  (Sunday)  from  seventeen  to 
twenty  degrees  below  zero;  since  which  the  weather 
has  not  been  so  cold,  though  the  meicury  on  several 
mornings  has  been  below  zero — yesterday  morning  sev- 
enteen degrt-es  below  zero.  It  must  be  remembered 
abro.id  that  we  have  a  deep  snow  lying  upon  and  cov- 
ering the  ground,  and  that  consequently  there  can  be 
no  radiation  of  heat  from  the  surface,  the  rays  of  the 
sun  falling  and  making  little  impression  upon  the  bleak 
coverins!;  or  mantle  extending  in  every  direction.  No 
weather  like  that  of  the  present  week  has  been  ever 
before  experienced  in  this  part  of  the  country  within 
memory.  The  extreme  cold  weather  of  the  present 
winter  will  either  go  far  to  shake  the  theory  of  a  pro- 
gressive melioration  of  clima'e,  or  will  be  held  in  after 
times  as  a  remarkable  exception  to  the  general  tendency 
of  our  climate.  On  the  whole,  it  must  be  looked  upon 
as  an  extraordinary  phenomenon  when  the  mercury 
falls  24  deg.  below  zero,  and  quite  beyond  the  range  of 
the  calculations  or  predictions  of  Almanacks.— Jlfj/ifr's 
Journal. 

The   Weatber— State    of  the   thermometer  at   the 


State  Capitol  the  present  week. 
Sum 


Sunday                  4th 

00 

12  '      "        13   '  ' 

Monday                 5th  below  9  zero    11                  14      | 

Tuesday               6 

9 

25                 25 

Wednesday           7 

5 

14                 18 

Thursday             8 

3 

HarHsburg  Chronich. 

Tbe  Weather.— State  of  the 

thermometer   at  the 

Slate  Capitol,  Hurrisbuig 

S 

inrise. 

1  P.  M.     Sunset. 

Monday                  5 

•9 

11                15 

Tuesday                  6 

9 

25               25 

Wednesday             7 

5 

14               18 

Thursday                  8 

3 

12                15 

Friday                      9 

•5 

15               18 

Saturday                10 

•3 

19              23          1 

Sunday                  11 

7 

26               29          1 

Monday                  12 

7 

22              30          j 

Tuesday                13 

26 

41               42          ! 

Wednesday           14 

36 

44               47          1 

Thursday               15 

32 

45               45          1 

Friday                   15 

39 

42               41           1 

•Below  zero. 

Wind  from  the  North  ten  days 

n  succession  and  unu-  i 

suallv  clear— shifted  to  the  S.  E. 

on  the   12th-On  the  j 

15th'thickfogin  the  mor  i 

ngand 

rain  in  the  evening — 

On  the  16th  wind   from  the  West 

and  cloudy— On  the  1 

17lh  rhermometer  at  S2 

n   the 

morning  :  durine  the  1 

night  the  mercury  in  the   Barometer   rose  three  tenths  \ 

of  an  inch. 

The  Susquehanna  prese 

nts  the 

appearance  of  a  tnir- 

ror,  and   numerous    vouih 

are   enjoying  themselves  on  ) 

ekaies  in  front  of  the  Capitol.— /A.                                     1 

The  weather  has  been  severe  and  intensely  cold  dur-  I 
ing  the  last  two  or  three  days.  At  8  o'clock  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  thermomt-ter  stood  at  Xero,  and  on  Mon- 
day morning  at  9  degrees  below. — lb. 

On  Monday  the  29th  ult.  snow  fell  in  this  place  to  the 
depth  ol  20  inches,  which  has,  up  to  tliis  time,  afforded 
excellent  sleighing.  At  present  the  prospect  is  favora-  , 
ble  of  its  continuance. — lb-  ' 


The  canal  continued  in  navigable  order  until  tbe  29th 
of  December. — lb. 

The  Weather.— On  Saturday,  3d  inst.  in  Portland, 
Maine,  .and  Salem,  Massachusetts,  the  mercury  at  sun- 
rise sunk  to  3°  below  zero.  The  Portland  Courier  of 
that  evening  says — "  Our  harbor  has  lo-day  been  shut 
over  with  ice,  which  occurs  only  once  in  several 
years." 

Brigg's  Bulletin,  kept  at  the  Mechanic's  Reading 
Koom,  Boston,  gives  the  following  record. 

BOSTOIT,        J 

Sunday  evening,  Jan.  4.  i 
The   thermometer   at    sunrise   this 

morning  stood  15°  below  zero. 

At  8  o'clock,  11         do 

At  Worcester  this  morning,  19         do 

Our  inner  harbor  is  entirely  closed,  and  much  float' 
ing  ice  below.  Several  ve.ssels  have<ittempied  to  get 
up,  but  were  obliged  to  come  to  anchor. 

The  Chelsea  ferry  boats  got  up  their  steam  in  order 
to  make  their  usual  trip  this  mornlng,but  were  unable 
to  proceed. 

The  Boston  Morning  Post  of  Monday  says — "  the 
harbor  is  frozen  overdown  as  far  as  Fort  Independence} 
three  miles  from  the  city. 

At  Portsmouth  (N.  H.)  on  Sunday  morning  the  mer- 
cury stood  at  twenty  degrees  below  zero— this  is  one 
degree  lower  than  ever  before  noted.  In  Janirary, 
1810  it  sunk  to  ninetee.i  degrees,  which  was  then  as- 
certained to  be  the  coldest  night  ever  known  there. — ■ 
Portsmouth  hat  bor  was  never  frozen  over,  and  proba* 
biy  never  will  be. 

At  Saco,  Maine,  28  degrees  below  zero. 

At  Salem,  on  Sunday  morning,  17°  below  0;  on  Mon- 
day, 6  below.  Tbe  whole  of  the  inner  harbor  is  frozen 
oVer. 

At  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  on  Monday  morning 
the  mercury  stood  at  23  degrees  btlow  zero,  which  was 
colder  than  had  been  known  there  since  1780.  There 
was  also  a  very  unusual  body  of  snow  upon  the  ground, 
averaging  aboul  18  inches  ileep.  The  harbor  was  fro- 
zen over,  hut  the  steamboats  were  able  to  work  Iheir 
way  through. 

At  Haitford,  the  thermometer,  at  7^  on  Sunday 
morning,  stood  at  25  degrees  below  zero;  8i,  at  23  de- 
grees below;  at  9  P.  M.  15  degrees  below;  and  on 
Monday  morning,  at 27  degrees  below. 

At  Norwich,  Monday  morning,  24  below  cypher,  3 
degrees  colder  than  ever  recorded. 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  at  Goshen,  N.  Y., 
stales  tbit  om  Monday,  the  thermometer,  at  7  A.  M. 
stood  at  32  degrees  below  zero;  at  9  A.  M.  it  was  10 
degrees  below  zero. 

At  Newark,  on  Monday  morning,  the  thermometer 
stood  at  13  degrees  below  zero.  On  Sunday  morning, 
7  degrees  below  zero. — Puulson's  Am.  Bail.  Adv. 

Chester  Cocstt  Beef  — On  Thursday, the  1st  day  o{ 
1835,  six  head  of  cattle,  owned  and  fed  by  Enoch 
D  ckson,  of  Kennett  township,  were  weighed  at  Kcn- 
ne't  Square,  in  the  presence  of  a  considerable  number 
of  farmers  from  the  neighboring  township.  We  are 
much  indebted  to  a  friend,  who  has  politely  furnished 
us  with  their  respective  weights. 

1st  weighed  2562  pounds. 

2d  do  2534         do 

3d  .      do  2499         do 

4th        do  2296         do 

5th        do  2240         do 

6th        do  2044         do 

Village  Record. 

The  Delaware  River  opened  on  Thursday. 
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PENNSYLVANIA  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

ylvania  and  Ohio 


Beport  on  the  subject  of  the  P 

Canal.— Presented  in  the  Senate,  Dec.   31,  1834. 


Br  Mtt.  Ki 


Mr.  King,  from  the  sekct  committee,  to  which  was  re- 


they  will  be  found  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  the 
work." 

In  speakinij  of  the  importance  o'  this  connection, the 
Ciinal  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  in  their  late  re- 
port before  referred  to,  observi :  "  That  a  cross  cut 
canal  from  Akron,  on  the  Ohio  Canal,  along  the  valley 


ferred  the  memorial  of  the   Pennsyl 

Can.il  Company,  and  so  much  of  th 

ness  of  the  last   session,    as  relates 

jpplemeutary  to  an  act  entitled  "  An 


nd    Ohio  i  of  the  Mahoning,  to  tlie  Pcnnsy 


Canal,  would,  in 


ifinislied  busi-    the  opinion  of  the  t^anal  Commissioners, be  highly  bene 
a  bill  further  I  ficial  to  both  Stales.     It  " 


to  provide  I  cheap  and  - 


Id  open  a  direct,  safe, 
xpeditious  channel,  for  tlie  citizens  of  Ohio, 


for  the  internal  improvement  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  by 

navigable   Canals,"    having  carefully    examined  the 

subjects,  respectfully  submitted  the  following 
REPOKT: 

That  said  company  was  incorporated  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Ohio,  in  1827,  to  which  act  of  incorpor.ition,the 
assent  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  was  subse- 
quently given,  for  the  purpose  of  cunslructing  a  canal 
from  "  such  suitable  point  on  the  Portage  summit  of 
the  Ohio  Canal, as  the  Ohio  Canal  Commissionei:.  should 
direct,  to  the  waters  of  the  Mahoning  river,  and  from 
thence  to  intersect  the  Pennsylvania,  or  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Caiul,  at  or  near  the  city  uf  Pittsburg,  with 
liberty,  in  case  that  either  of  said  c-inals  should  be  con- 
tinued from  Pittsburg  down  ilie  Ohio  river,  and  up  the 
Big  Beaver,  towards  Lake  Erie.then  to  in  ersecl  either 
of  said  canals,  constructed  as  aforesaid,  at  the  most 
suitable  and  convenient  pointy"  thus  securing  to  the 
public,  by  the  conditions  of  the  charter,  an  unbroken 
canal  communication,  from  the  (Jhio  Canal  to  ihe  main 
line  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  and,  llirough  that  line, 

to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  interrupted  only  by  the  j  mercial  intercourse  between  the  interior  of  Ohio,  and 
short  Portage  rail  road,  across  the  Allegheny  rid,;e,  '  the  great  commercial  marts  of  Philadelphia  and  Balti- 
about  thirty  eight  miles  in  length.  That  owing  to  this  more.  A  free  access  to  these  cities,  will  open  to  our 
uncertainty,  as  to  the  pomt  of  intersection  with  the  citizens  a  choice  of  markets,  and  create  a  competition 
Pennsylvania  canal,  and  wiwiessing  tlie  steady  progress  ^  between  these  cities  and  New  York,  for  supplying  the 
which  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  making,  in  extend  western  country  with  goods,  which  must  necessarily 
ing  her  improvements  towards  the  Ohio  Canal,  the  I  operate  to  the  advantage  of  the  western  people.  It 
company  have  hitherto  deemed  it  their  duty  to  post-  j  will  also  open  a  direct  channel  of  commerce,  between 
pone  the  opening  of  books  for  subscription  of  stock.      1  Lake  Erie  and  the  oiher  upper  Lakes.on  the  one  hand. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  has  now  completed  her  ;  and  Pittsburg!  and,  by  means  of  the  Pennsylvania  Ca- 


to  send  their  agricultural  productions  to  a  market  <m 
the  seaboard,  and  enable  them,  in  return,  to  receive 
merchandise  from  the  eas'.  It  would,  by  the  additional 
commerce  thrown  upon  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Ca- 
nals, give  activi'y  to  trade,  employment  to  capital,  and 
business  to  merchants,  traders,  and  boatmens  and,  con- 
sequently. It  would  stimulate  arid  promote  the  great 
primary  interests  of  agriculture.  Punctuality  is  said  to 
be  the  life  of  business;  but  to  be  punctual  to  engage- 
ments, requires  certuiiUi/  in  the  means  by -which  those 
engagements  are  to  be  fulfilkd-  Tiierefore,  in  a 
contest  fur  the  rich  trade  of  the  west  and  northwest,  we 
should,  if  possible,  avoid  all  risks  and  delays,  and  con- 
sequently broken  voyages,  that  may  arise  from  either 
floods  or  low  water,  b)  having  a  continuous  canal,froin 
the  Allegheny  mountains  to  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio 
river,  below  itsprncipal  obstructions." 

The  Canal  Commissioners  of  Ohio,  in  the  reptJrt 
made  to  the  Legislature  at  the  last  session,  aUo  remark, 
that, 

•'  The  proposed  work  will  remove  the  only  remain- 
ing obstruction,  which  exists  in  the  way  of  a  direct  corn- 


Canal,  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  mcluding  ihe 
railroad  referred  to,  and  from  the  mojth  of  the  Big 
Beaver  up  to  New  Castle,  and  within  about  eight  miles 
of  the  Ohio  State  line;  which  has  reduced  the  distance, 
by  which  this  extended  line  of  canal  can  be  united  to 


n.il,  with  the  ports  of  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake, 
on  the  other.  VVe  need  not  here  give  a  detailed  view, 
of  the  advantages  resulting  to  the  immense  region  of 
country  bordering  on  these  Lakes,  from  a  choice  of 
markets,  as  well  as  from  thus  being  enabled  to  avoid  the 


the  Ohio  Canal,  through  the  Mai  oning  valley,  to  about  j  delay  in  reaching  the  seaboard, through  the  New  York 
85  miles,  according  to  -Mr.  Dodge's  survey.  !  canal,  by  the  long  continuance  of  the  ice  in  the  eastern 

The  Canal  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania,  in  their  ;  end  of  Lake  Erie  in  the  spring.     Nor  is  the  country 
report  to  the  Legislature,  at  their  last  session,  also  say,  |  adjacent  to  the  Ohio  river,  and  its  navigable  branch 
"  ihey  h.we  no  hesitation, in  recommending  the  furtli    -    '    '         ..... 


extension,  of  the  Beaver  division,  to  the  Ohio  State 
line,  at  tne  expense,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
monwealth," which  would  s;ill  further  diminish  the 
length  of  this  junction  canal,  to  less  than  76  miles;  the 
entire  line  of  which,  has  been  carefully  surveyed,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Canal  Commis-.ioners  of  Ohio, 
and  the  estimated  expense  given  in  detail,  amounting 
lo)J764,,S72,  of  which  estimates,  tiie  canal  commission- 
ei t,  in  their  special  report  upon  this  subject,  to  the  last  steam  boats,  of  a  medi 
"       ■  :diirei 


Portsmouth,  less  interested  in  the  proposed 
work,  than  the  Lake  country.  A  large  proportion  of  the 
goods,  procured  for  the  supply  of  the  western  country, 
are  now  purchased  in  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and 
Baltimore,  and  this  will,  probably,  to  some  extent,con- 
tinne  to  be  the  case.  Most  of  ihese  goods  are  brought 
to  Pittsburg  or  Wheeling,  and  sent  from  thence,  down 
the  river  by  water.  When  the  Ohio  river,  above 
Portsnioulh,  is  loo  low  to  permit  the  navigation  of 
portation  of 


Legislature,   say    "the  prices  affixed  lo    the  difTcient  1  i^nods  down  the    rivers  is  attended  with  much  expense, 
kerns  of  work,  in  these  estimates  are  believed  to  be  li    !  and  great  liability  to  loss  or  damage-     Should  the  pro- 
beraJ,  and  so  far  aa  our  experience  enables  us  to  judge,  1  posed  improvement  be  made,  these  evils  would,   in  a 
Vol.  XV.  9 


66 


PENNSYLVANIA  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 


[Jafoaht 


great  degree  be  avoided;"a  safe  and  convenient  canal 
uld   (lius  be   formed,   from  Pittsburg  to 


vigation, 


Portlmoulh,  not  liable  to  be  interrupted,  for  any  coi 
siderable  time,  exct  pt  by  ice  in  the  winter.  And  btlow 
Portsmouth,  a  small  class  of  boats  can,  at  all  times,  ply 
with  safely. 

•'  The  board  entertain  the  con6dent  belief,  that, 
should  the  proposed  communication  be  efrected,a  large 
proportion  of  the  foreign  good*,  and  of  the  heavy  arti- 
cles, manulaclured  at  Pittsburg,  which  now  descend 
the  Ohio,  would  in  that  event,  pass  through  our  canal 
from  the  junction  of  the  proposed  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  Canal,  to  Portsmouth,  particularly  when  the  Ohio 
river  is  low;  and  no  doubt  can  exist,  in  relation  to  the 
establishment  of  an  active  commerce,  between  the 
whole  country  near  the  Ohio  Canal  and  Pittsburg- — 
These  new  branches  of  commercial  intercourse  ami 
transpoitation,  cannot  fail  lo  add  greatly  to  the  reve 
nue,  as  well  as  to  the  usefulness  of  the  Ohio  Qanal.  In 
relation  to  ihe  second  branch  of  the  inquiry,to  wit,  the 
most  practicable  route,  and  probable  expense  of  ac- 
compUshing  the  object,  the  board  feel  no  hesitation,  in 
giving  it,  as  their  decided  opinion,  that  the  Mahoning 
route  so  called,  is  the  only  one  of  the  routes,  to  which 
public  attention  has  been  directed,  on  which  a  canal 
can  be  made,  by  the  expenditure  of  any  sum,  which 
the  object  in  view  can  possibly  justify,  where  an  ade- 
quate supply  of  water  can  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.be 
commanded.  There  is  no  doubt  ol  the  entire  practica- 
bility of  this  route;  and  the  supply  of  water,  both  for 
the  summit  and  lower  levels  is  abundant. 

"  The  board  entertain  no  doubt,  that  the  influence  of 
the  proposed  canal,  when  completed,  will  add  greatly 
to  the  business  on  the  Ohio  Canal,  and  consequently  to 
the  revenue  arising  from  tolls  collected  thereon,  and 
at  the  same  time,  that  the  tolls  collected  on  the  pro- 
posed canal  itself,  will  be  equal  lo  the  interest  on  its 
cost,  as  snon  as  commcicial  business  shall  have  adapted 
itself  to  the  new  facilities  which  this  work  will  undoubt- 
edly offer." 

1  hese  views  and  opinions  of  the  Canal  Commissioners 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  thus  oflBcially  expressed,  at 
the  call  of  the  Legislature,  your  committee  ihink  are 
entitled  to  great  weight,  and  an  attentive  consideration, 
formed,  as  they  must  have  been,  on  long  practical  ex- 
perience and  observation,  upon  a  subject  in  which  they 
can  have  no  personal  feeling  or  interest.  Your  com- 
mittee would  further  suggest,  that  the  charter  granted 
to  this  company  is  the  only  one.the  provisions  of  which 
necessarily  secure  to  the  citizens  of  Ohio  a  continuous 
canal  communication  from  the  Ohio  Canal  to  Pittsburg, 
and  the  main  line  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal — that  it 
will  shorten  the  distance  from  the  point  of  its  iniersec- 
tion  with  the  Ohio  Canal  lo  Philadelphia,  from  what  it 
now  is  to  New  York,  by  the  Lake  and  New  York  Canal, 
about  two  hundred  miles — save  the  expense  of  a  double 
transhipment — avoid  the  danger  and  delay  of  the  Lake 
navigation — lessen  the  time  consumed  in  the  transmis- 
sion of  goods  and  produce,  from  one  extreme  point  to 
the  othi  r,  and  render  it  certain — all  objects  of  great 
importance  in  mercantile  operations.  Another  sugges 
tion  may  be  worthy  of  consideration.  It  has  been  re 
preseniedjlhat  the  increasing  business  on  the  Ohio  C'ana 
would  soon  require  an  additional  supply  of  water  upon 
the  Portage  Summit;  to  obtain  which,   would  require 

expenditure  to  a  considerable  amount,  by  the  Slate 

If  the  proposed  canal  should  be  constructed,  the  addi- 
tional quantity  of  water,  which  must  necessarily  be  in- 
troduced upon  that  summit,  by  this  junction,  will  obvi- 
ate that  difficulty,  and  dispel  all  apprehensions  arising 
from  such  source. 

Should  this  ad.litional  supply  of  water,  thus  thrown 
upon  the  Portage  Summit  of  the  Ohio  Canal,  never  be 


cording  to  Col-  Dodge's  calculations,exceeds  four  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  forty  cubic  feet  per  minute; — 
one  half  of  which  would  be  discharged  upon  the  Por- 
tage Summit  of  the  Ohio  Canal,  This  amount  would 
be  at  the  control  of  the  State,  and  could  be  turned 
either  north  to  Cleaveland,  or  south  to  Koscoe,  over  a 
fall  of  not  less  than  three  hundred  feet,  forming  a  pow- 
er sufficient  to  carry  eight  pair  of  4i  feet  stones,  at 
every  15  feet  fall.  The  esiimated  value  of  tliis  water  pow- 
er, for  each  fifteen  feet  fall,  could  not  be  less  than  six 
hundred  dollars  per  year;  which  would  defray  the  in- 
terest on  the  sum  of  200,000  dollars,  and  induce  valua- 
ble  improvements, whereby  the  taxable  property  of  Iho 
State  would  be  greatly  augmented,  and  the  business  on 
the  canal  much  increased. 

The  experience  of  the  past  season  has  afforded 
striking  evidence  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  opening, 
lo  the  citizens  of  Ohio,  this  new  channel  of  commerce 
to  the  seaboard,  to  save  them  from  the  impositions 
which  have  been,  and  will  continue  to  be  practiced  up- 
on them,  by  comb'nations  among  the  carriers,  through- 
out the  present  line  of  communication-  By  an  arrange- 
ment between  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  New  York 
and  Ohio,  a  reduction  of  loll  lo  a  considerable  extent, 
was  made  at  the  last  season,  (or  the  express  purpose  of 
lessening  the  cost  of  transporti.tion,  on  produce  and 
merchandize,  from  one  State  to  the  other.  So  far  from 
effecting  this  object,  however,  the  proprietors  of  the 
various  lines  of  boals,residingin  New  York,  immediately 
increased  the  prices  of  freight,  to  an  amount  equal  lo 
the  reduction  of  tolls,whereby  the  citizens  of  Ohio  were 
compelled  to  pay  to  the  carriers  of  New  York,  this 
increased  amount  for  freight,  iitstead  of  paying  it  for 
toll,  for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  So  lotjg  as  there  is 
but  one  channel  of  communication  from  the  western 
DUiilry  lo  the  seaboard,  and  its  commerce  is  necessa- 
ly  restricted  to  one  market,  it  will  continue  to  be  sub- 
ject lo  imposition  and  monopoly,  both  on  its  transpor- 
tation and  sale._ 

By  opening  another  channel,  to  a  different  market, 
we  shall  bring  rival  cities  into  competition  for  our  trade, 
and  two  enterprising  States  lo  compete  for  the  revenue 
which  must  accrue  on  its  transportation.  The  amount 
of  revenue  to  be  secured  by  its  transmission,  a  distance 
of  nearly  four  hundred  miIes,on  their  respective  canals, 
already  completed,  would  induce  them  lo  reduce  their 
tolls  to  a  considerable  extent;  and  the  importance  and 
^alue  of  the  trade,  lo  their  commercial  cities,  indepen- 
dent of  the  revenue,  might  by  compelilion,  sink  them 
to  a  mere  nominal  amount. 


reqi 


red   for  canal  purposes,  still    it   would  always   be 


available  to  the  State,  and  of  immense  value  for  hy- 
draulic  purposes.  The  aggregate  quantity  of  wa- 
ter introduced  upon  the  Ravenna  Summit  of  the  Maho- 
ning Canal,    during  the  driest  season  of  the 


Your  committee  fully  believe,  that  the  amount  thus 
saved  to  the  citizens  of  this  State,  by  the  reduction  of 
tolls  and  freight  on  their  own  property,  while  seeking 
an  eastern  market,  would  more  than  defray  the  annual 
interest  on  the  capital  required  for  the  construction  of 
this  canal.  The  amount  of  tolls  collected  the  pa.st 
year,  on  the  New  York  canals,  is  about  §1,500,000.— 
We  may  safely  calculate,  that  at  least  one  filth  of  this 
sum  was  paid  on  properly  belonging  lo  the  citizens  of 
Ohio! 

To  insure  a  continuance  of  this  important  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  west,  a  reduction  of  tolls,  to  one 
half  of  their  present  amount,  would  be  sound  policy  on 
Ihe  part  of  New  York.  This  would  produce  corres- 
ponding measures  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Instead 
of  witnessing  the  monopoly,  which  is  now  fully  engross- 
ed by  New  York,  and  which  has  already  enabled  her  to 
fix  such  rale  of  lolls,  as  to  create  a  fund  sufficient  to 
extinguish  one  half  of  her  canal  debt,  before  it  is  re- 
deemable, we  should  soon  find  her  vigorously  contend- 
ing with  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  Invaluable 
trade  of  the  western  country,  against  the  powerful  ob- 
stachs  which  nature  has  interposed  by  distance,  by 
double  transhipments,  the  uncertainty  and  danger  of 
the  Lake  nuvigatioH.and  by  her  high  northern  latitude, 
which  locks  up  her  ports,  and  closes  her  navigation, 
nearly  one  half  ol  the  year. 
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Being  fully  cnnvinceilof  the  importance  of  this  work 
tD  the  Stite  of  Ohio,  your  committee  next  directed 
their  inquiries  loisctrlain  the  must  juJicious  method  of 
accomplishing  it. 

In  com:ng  to  a  satisfactory  cunclusion  upon  this  point, 
the  opinions  w'licli  have  been  j^iven  upon  this  subject, 
by  the  agents  of  the  State,  who  have  had  charge  of  the 
public  works,  from  their  commencement  to  the  present 
period,  as  well  as. such  persons,  whose  experience  in 
works  of  a  simil  .r  character,  entitled  them  to  much 
weight,  have  been  carefully  examined  and  duly  con- 
sidered. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Ohio,  has  repeatedly 
urged  its  importance,  as  a  State  work,  in  his  annual 
messages  to  the  Legislature.  In  a  report  to  the  General 
Assembly,  in  1828,  signed  by  the  whole  board  of  the 
Ohio  Canal  Commissioners,  aftir  tlie  survey  and  esti- 
mates had  been  made  and  examimd  by  them,  the  fol- 
lowing opinion  is  given: 

••  the  profit  of  this  work  to  the  proprietors,  must  be 
commensurate  to  its  commMcial  importance,  and  it  is 
believed  to  offer  one  <if  the  best  opportunities  for  a 
profitable  investment  of  capital,  which  can  be  found  in 
the  United  Slates." 

In  their  sjiecial  report,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legis 
lature,  thev  repeat  their  convictions  of  its  public  utility, 
and  of  its  becoming  a  source  of  revenue  to  the  state.and 
further  say, 

"  The  board  have  ever  entertained  and  expressed  the 
opinion,  that  all  great  public  works,  in  the  execution 
and  management  of  which  a  large  proportion  of  our 
citizens  are  interested,  should  be  under  the  control  of 
the  State,  and  not  of  individuals  or  incorporated  com 
panics.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  Legislature,  or 
other  authorized  agents  of  the  State,  may  always  be 
expected  to  consult  the  pubic  wellare,  in  the  most  ex- 
tended sense  of  the  term.  A  c  .mpany  can  only  be  ex 
pected  to  consult  its  own  pecuniary  interesis,  which 
will  frequemlv  clash  with  the  most  important  commer- 
cial and  agricultur.d  interests  of  the  community,  and 
thus  render  the  improvement  much  less  useful  than  it 
would  be,  if  under  the  control  of  the  Stale." 

The  Canal  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  have  also, 
in  their  reports  to  the  Legislature  of  that  Slate.strongly  | 
recommended  the  extension  of  their  canal,  from  Pitts- 
burg down  the  Ohio  river  to  the  Beaver  Canal,  and  the 
continuation  of  the  Beaver  Canal  from  New  Castle  to 
the  Ohio  Slate  line,  as  soon  as  the  State  of  Ohio  should 
take  the  n^-cessary  measures  to  secure  its  connection 
with  the  Ohio  Can.al.  They  state,  in  a  special  report, 
made  at  the  last  session  of  their  Legislature,  that  a 
"survey  and  estimate  had  been  made  by  Dr.  Whippo, 
for  a  canal  from  ^•itt^,bu^g,  by  the  Ohio  river.  Big 
Beaver  and  Shenango,  to  Lake  Erie,  at  the  harbor  of 
Presque  Isle;  in  which  he  makes  the  distance,  from  the 
termmation  of  the  western  divis  on  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal,  in  Alleglsenytown,  (Pittsburg,)  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Big  Beaver,  twenty-five  miles  and  two  hundred  and 
eight  perches;  and  he  estimates  the  cost  of  construction 
at  $25 J, 821." 

And  further  say,  that 

"The  extension  of  the  western  divi:.ion  of  the  Canal 
fo  the  Big  Beaver,  will  become  necessary;"  and  that 
"the  great  interests  involved  in  the  improvements  al- 
ready made,  and  in  the  contemplated  extension  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal,  to  Lake  Erie,  and  the  cross  cut 
Canal,  to  unite  those  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  will, 
within  a  short  period,  require  this  hnk  in  the  north 
western  chain  of  communication  to  be  completed" — 
They  also  express  the  opinion,  that  these  improve- 
ments should  "be  made  at  the  expense,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  commonwealth,  and  thus  avoid  collisions, 
thit  may  arise  from  a  corporation  acting  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  but  under  an  authority  beyond  the 
control  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania." 

So  important  did  the  board  of  Canal  Commissioners, 
of  Penn9)dvania,   consider  this  union  of  these  two  ex- 


tensive lines  of  canal,  in    Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,   that 
they  state  in  their  report,  that 

"In  September  last,  while  the  board  were  examin- 
ing the  public  works,  in  tlie  western  part  of  the  State, 
two  of  the  membc-s  went  up  the  valley  of  the  Mahon- 
ing, and  along  or  near  to  the  proposed  route  for  the 
cross  cut  canal,  to  Akron,  on  the  Portage  Summit  of 
Ohio  Canal.  And  it  is,  in  their  opinion,  the  most  favor- 
able ground,  along  the  whole  route,  for  constructing  a 
canal,  that  they  have  ever  si-en;  with  an  ample  supply 
of  water,  that  can  conveniently  be  brought  to  the  sum- 
mit level." 

The  recent  message  of  the  Governor  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, also  indicates  the  deep  interest  which  is  felt  by  the 
citiz>  ns  of  that  State,  in  the  proposed  improvement, 
and  their  readiness  toco  opeiate  with  the  State  ol  Ohio, 
in  effecting  it.  The  following  remarks  are  quoted  from 
that  document: 

"It  is  but  just,  that  in  connection  with  the  subjects 
adverted  to,  I  should  mention  the  contemplated  con- 
nection of  the  Ohio  Canal  with  the  Pennsylvania  im- 
provements, at  some  point  to  be  designated  bj  the 
Legislature  of  that  State.  No  decisive  steps  have, 
however,  as  yet,  been  taken  by  the  State  of  Ohio,  for 
carrying  the  contemplated  measure  into  effect.  Should 
a  movement  be  made  by  her  Legislatuie,forautiiorizing 
the  proposed  conneciion,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the 
subject  holds  out  advantages  too  important  to  be  ne- 
glected, and  which  should  induce  immediate  corres- 
ponding measures,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  State." 

Ynur  committee  are,also,in  possession  of  information, 
which  may  be  relied  on,  that  the  committee  on  Canals, 
in  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  present  session,  reported  a  bill,  directing  their 
Canal  Commissioners  to  construct  a  lock  and  canal 
navigation,  from  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  to  the  Ohio 
State  line;  provided,  the  State  of  Ohio,  or  a  company 
should  agree  to  complete  the  balance  of  the  line,  to 
the  Ohio  Canal,  with  an  assurance  th,it  such  a  bill  would 
be  passed  by  that  body. 

Injustice  to  the  interest  of  the  State, your  committee 
deem  it  their  duty  also  to  state,  that  assurances  have 
been  given,  by  men  of  capital,  that  if  the  charter 
granted  to  this  company,  should  be  amended  in  some 
of  its  provisions,  and  the  work  duly  patronised  by  the 
State,and  placed  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  works 
of  a  similar  character,  that  the  stock  should  be  imme- 
diately taken  up,  whenever  books  should  be  opened 
for  that  purpose;  and  the  work  put  under  contract  the 
ensuing  season. 

With  a  full  knowledge  of  these  facts,  it  became  a 
question  of  serious  conMderation,  whether  the  perma- 
nent  interests  of  the  State  would  best  be  promoted  by 
extending  her  canal,  the  further  distance  of  nearly 
seventy  six  miles,  to  unite  with  the  Pennsylvania  Canal 
on  the  line  of  the  States,  and  retaining  its  control,  and 
the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  it;  or  by  surrendering 
these  important  advantages  to  an  incorporated  compa- 
ny, and  aiding  them  in  its  construction. 

Most  of  the  advantages  which  have  been  mentioned 
as  resulting  from  this  improvement,  would  unquestion- 
ably  be  secured  to  the  citizens  of  Ohio,  should  either 
course  be  adopted. 

By  looking  prospectively,  however,  to  the  period 
when  these  works  shall  have  been  completed,  and  this 
additional  thoroughfare  shall  have  been  opened  through 
another  State,  it  may  easily  be  perceived,  that  such  a 
state  of  things  might  be  produced.by  the  counteracting 
policy  of  tfto  rival  States,  to  secure  to  themselves,  the 
immense  trade  of  the  west,  as  to  render  the  absolute 
control  of  this  connecting  link,  in  the  chain  of  improve- 
ments,  an  object  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  State. 
Nor  can  your  committee  suppress  the  conviction,  aris- 
ing in  their  own  minds,  that  the  central  section  of  a 
canal,  more  than  seven  hundred  miles  in  length,  will 
become  a  source  of  immense  revenue  to  the  State,  and 
create   a  fund   sufficient    to    reimburse  at    no  dislant 
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period,  the  principal  and  interest  of  its  cost.  When 
we  take  into  view,  tlie  extensive  improvements  which 
are  rapidly  progressinff,  and  in  contemplation,  in  the 
western  part  of  this  State  and  Indiana,  andcimsider  the 
immense  amount  of  the  prorluctions  of  the  vast  region 
of  country,  which  mnst  accumulate  during  the  wmter 
season,  to  seek  an  eaily  eastern  m^.rket,  through  those 
avenues  in  the  spring,  it  must  be  the  height  of  folly  to 
suppose,  that  it  would  await  the  opening  of  the  harbor 
^t  Buffub,  when  it  could  take  this  shorter,  safer,  and 
more  expeditious  route  to  the  sea  board,  at  least  five 
weeks  earlier.  N..r  can  they  discover  any  good  rea- 
son, why  it  should  not  be  preferred  at  all  seasons  uf  the 
year. 

Fully  concurring  in  the  opinions  expressed  by  the 
Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  that  the  State  should 
have  the  control  of  all  extensive  worts  of  this  charac 
ter;  and,  firmly  believing  in  the  correctnes's  of  the 
views  herein  set  forth,  your  committee  herewith  report 
a  biU,  embracing  the  two  routes  to  which  public  at 
teixtian  has  been  directed.for  thisimporiant  connection 
authorizing  the  construction  of  a  canal,  on  the  most 
eligible  route,  at  the  expense  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
SUte. 


From  the  Butler  Repository. 
CANAL  CONVENTION. 

Delegates  from  AUefiheny  Armstrong,  Beaver,  But- 
ler, Crawford,  Erie,  Indiana,  Mercer  and  Venango 
counties  met  at  the  court  house  in  Butler,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  31st  of  December,  1S34.,  in  pursuance  of  a 
previous  appointment. 

The  following  named  Delegates  were  in  attendance, 
at»d  took  their  seats  in  the  convention: 

Mtgheny.  Erie. 

A   W.  Foster,  Daniel  Dobbins, 

John  P.  Bakewell,  William  Kelley, 

Wm.  B.  Foster,  Robert  Cochran, 

D.  C.  Stockton,  Charles  M.   Reed, 

R.  Hilands,  Geo    Galiowher, 

C.  Plumb,  M   Hutchinson, 

Isaiah  King,  Smith  Jackson, 

C.  Darragh,  Ovid  Pinney, 
John  Birmingham,                 Wilson  King, 

Henry  Colt, 
Armstrong.  Ciawfurd. 

Robert  Orr,  Gaylard  Church, 

Wm.  F.  Johnston,  John   M'Farland, 

Philip  Mechling,  John  M'Arthur, 

Alex.  Reynolds,  James  White, 

J.  E.   Brown,  Wm   Power,  jr. 

Robert  Criswelt,  David  Dick. 
Geo.   W.  Smith,  Indiana. 

D.  O.  Walker,  Ri  h   B.  M  Cabe, 
Jos.  nuffingtcMi,  James    Taylor, 

J  .  Noble  Ncsbit,  John  Gallaher, 
S.  S.  Jamison, 

Beaver.  William  Houston, 

John  Clark,  Henry  Altman, 

A.  W.    Townsend,  James  M.  Kelly, 

Edward  Wright,  James  Gordon, 
Edward  Hoops,  Mercer. 

John  R.  Sharmon,  Joseph  Kerr, 

James  Patterson,  Beven  Pearson, 

M.  T.  C.  Gould,  John  Fiiidlev, 

Wm.  Allison,  Joel  B.  Cirtis, 

Henry  C.  Moore,  Walter  Oliver, 

Wm.  Morton,  John  Mitcheltree, 
William  Fruit, 

Buller.  Venango, 

John  Gilmore,  J.  D.  Wood, 

John  Bredin,  Daniel  Brown, 

Kianeis  M'Bride,  L.  S.  l!ei\o. 
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John  M'Clelland,  J.  W.  Hunter, 

Jacob  Brinker,  T.  S.    M'Dowell, 

R.  Cunningham,  Alex.  M'Dowell, 

John  Negley,  J.  H.  Shannon, 

Wm.  Beatty,  Aaron  M'Kissick, 

M.  S.  Lowrie,  Andrew  Irvin, 

Peter  Duffy,  Wm.  Stewart. 

On  motion  the  convention  was  organized  by  appoint- 
ing the  Hon.  HOBERC  OUR,  of  Armstrong  county. 
President,  Capt.  Daniel  Dobbtns,  of  Erie  County, 
Wm.  B.  Foster,  Esq.  of  Allegheny  county.  JoHX  Gil- 
more,  Esq.  of  Butler  county,  and  John  Clarke.  Esq. 
of  Beaver  county.  Vice  Presidents.  Gaylord  Church, 
F.sq.  of  Crawford,  Beven  Pearson,  Esq.  of  Mercer,  Dr. 
John  D  IVond,  of  Venango,  and  Bic/iard  B.  M'Cabe, 
Esq.  of  Indiana  county.  Secretaries. 

The  object  of  the  convention  being  stated  by  the 
President,  A.  W.  Foster,  Esq.  addressed  the  conven- 
tion, on  the  importance  of  the  object  for  which  the 
convention  convened,  in  a  very  clear  and  appropriate 
manner. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Bredin, — a  committee  of  two 
from  each  of  the  delegations,  of  the  several  counties, 
were  appointed  by  the  respective  delegations,  to  draft 
a  preamble  and  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sentiments 
and  views  of  this  convention,  and  also  a  memorial  to 
the  Legiblatuve,  to  be  presented  to  the  convention  for 
their  consideration. 

S.  W.  Foster  and  Robert  Highlands,  Estjrs.  of  Alle- 
gheny, J.  E.  Brown  and  Joseph.  Buffinglun,  Esqrs.  of 
Armstrong,  the  Hon.  John  Bredin  and  John  J^egley, 
Esqrs.  ol  Butler,  /  R-  Shannon  and  James  Patterson, 
Esqrs.  of  Beaver,  David  Dick,  Esq.  and  Dr.  James 
White,  of  Crawford,  William  Kelly  and  Charles  M- 
Reed,  Esqrs.  of  Erie,  /.  Gallagher,  and  R.  B.  M'Cabe, 
Esq.  of  Indiana,  Dr. /oAn  Mitcheltree,  and  Walter  Oliver, 
Esq.  of  Mercer,  and  Daniel  Brown  and  L.  T.  Reno, 
Esqrs.  of  Venango,  were  appointed  by  the  respective 
delegations  the  committee. 

The  convention  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  eigUt 
o'clock  this  evening.  The  convention  met  according 
to  adjournment.  Mr.  Foster,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  resolutions,  and  a  memo- 
rial to  the  Legislature,  informed  the  convention  that 
the  committee  would  not  be  prepared  to  make  their  re- 
port before  ten  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.  The  con- 
vention then  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  at  ten 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

TanBSDAT,  Jan.  1,  1835. 

Mr.  Foster  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed 
yesterday,  reported  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions, and  memorial,  which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bredin, 
were  taken  up,  read  separa'ely,  and  adopted  unani- 
mously, (excepting  the  seventh  resolution — which  Mr. 
King,  of  Allegheny  county,  moved  toamend  by  striking 
out  the  words  following:  "  rather  than  enriching  the 
citizens  of  a  neighboring  State  who  pay  no  part  of  the 
expenditures  made  in  the  construction  of  our  canals 
and  rail  roads."  This  motion  produced  some  debate  in 
which  Messrs  King  (of  Allegheny,)  Foster,  Bredin, 
Beatty  and  King,  of  Erie,  took  part,  the  convention  re- 
fused toamend,  but  18  delegates  rising  in  favor  of  it, — 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted  with  but  four  or  five 
dissenting  voices.  Mr.  Darragh,  of  Pittsburg,  on  the 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  addressed  the  conven- 
tion on  the  importance  of  the  object  of  the  conven. 
tion. 

Whereas,  The  Canal  Convention  which  assembled  at 
Harrisburg  on  the  5th  of  .\ugust,  1825,  composed  of 
delegates  representing  forty-seven  counties  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, coming  immediately  from  the  people,  and 
through  their  primary  meetings,  possessed  a  full  know- 
ledge of  their  views  and  wishes  on  the  important  sub- 
ject   for  which  the  Convention  met,  adopted   among 
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others,  the  followinp^  resolution:  "  Uesnived,  that  the 
improvement  of  the  Commonwealth  will  be  best  pro- 
moted, and  the  foundation  of  her  prosperity,  and  liap- 


piness  I 


;  securely  established,  by  opening  an  entire 


»nd  complete  commiiuication  from  tlie  Su-quch; 
the  Allegheny  and  Ohio,  and  from  the  Allegheny  to 
Lake  Erie,  by  the  nearest  and  best  practicable  route, 
and  that  such  a  work  is  indispensably  necessary  to 
maintain  the  character  of  the  State,  aud  to  preserve  her 
strength  and  resources."  And  whereas,  the  preamble 
of  the  act  of  Assembly,  of  the  25ih  of  February,  1826, 
passed  in  pursuance  of  the  expressed  will  and  wishes  of 
tfie  citizens  of  the  state,  authorizing  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  states  the  practicabili- 
ty and  the  necessity  of  the  construction  of  a  canal  within 
our  own  limits,  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the  east- 
ern and  western  waters;  and  its  being  believed  that  its 
speedy  completion  would  advance  the  prosperty  and 
elevate  the  character  of  Pennsylvania,  facilitate  inter- 
course, and  promote  social  interests,  and  thus  strength- 
en the  bonds  of  the  Union.  And  whereas,  a  continuous 
communication  between  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and 
the  city  of  Pittsburg,  by  canals  and  rail  roads,  is  now 
completed,  and  the  tolls  received  on  which  have  in- 
creased in  such  a  ratio  as  to  remove  every  doubt  that 
the  mcmey  expended  in  their  construction  will  be  a  pro- 
fitable investment,  producing,  eventually,  sufficient  not 
only  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  debt  incurred  by  the 
State,  but  to  discharge  it,  and  afford  a  permanent  re- 
venue. And  where^is,  a  portion  of  the  canal  from  the 
Allegheny  to  Erie  is  completed,  in  the  construction  of 
which  aconsiderable  amount  of  money  has  been  ex- 
pended, to  carry  into  effect  the  objects  of  the  people 
Bnd  the  Legislature,  as  expressed  in  the  resolution 
and  preamble  referred  to,  and  in  other  acts  of  the  Le- 
gislature. And  whereas,  the  completion  of  the  cannl 
to  the  harbor  ot  Erie,  within  our  own  bounds,  is  ot  the 
(freatest  importance  to  the  citizens  of  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, and  iif  the  state  generally,  called  for  as  well 
to  redeem  the  plighted  faith  of  the  stale,  as  to  secure  a 
participation  in  the  growing  and  immense  trade  that  is 
on  our  iNnxD  seas,  the  lakes  of  the  north-west, — 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  this  Convention  is  to 
press  on  the  Legislature  the  completion  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Canal  to  the  harbor  ot  Erie,  within  the  bounds 
ofthe  State,  as  contemplated  by  the  people  and  the 
Legislature,  when  the  canal  system  was  commenced. 
Resolved  That  the  people  of  Western  Pennsylvania, 
who  are,  and  who  have  at  all  times  been,  from  the 
commencement  ofthe  canal  system,  its  steady  friends 
and  uniform  advocates,  have  a  right  to  expect  that 
such  measures  will  he  adopted  by  the  Legislature  at 
the  present  session,  as  will  secure  the  prosecution  and 
completion  of  this  section  ofthe  canal. 

Resolved,  That  the  best  interests  of  this  state  req 
that  this  great  and  important  improvement  should  be 
compK  ted  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  that  an 
appropriation  should  be  made  by  the  Legislature  for 
that  purpose. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention, 
the  completion  of  this  part  of  the  main  line  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canal,  as  originally  contemplated,  will  not 
only  increase  the  popula»ion,  wealth  and  j-rosperity  of 
this  section  ofthe  state,  but  will  unquestionably  render 
the  balance  of  the  main  line  much  more  productive  to 
the  Stale,  by  connecting  it  with  Lake  Erie,  the  natural 
reservoir  of  western  trade,  giving  to  Pennsylvania  a 
pirticipation  in  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  Lakes, 
which  is  alre.ady  immense,  and  increasing  in  such  a  de- 
gree, thnt  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  years  it  will  be 
equal  to,  if  not  greater  than  the  trade  of  the  valley  of 
the   Mississippi 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention, 
that  if  the  canal  were  completed  to  the  harbor  of  Erie, 
which  is  considered  the  only  safe  and  secure  harbor  on 
the  Lake,  from  Sandusky  to  Buflfalo,  a   large   portion 


of  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  Lakes  would  he  se- 
cured to  the  Pennsylvania  Canal;  and  in  addition  to  the 
advantages  to  be  lierived  from  the  safety  and  security 
of  this  harbor,  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  would  be  naviga- 
ble several  weeks  earlier  in  the  spring  and  later  in  the 
fall  than  the  New  York  canal,  the  harbor  at  Buffalo 
being  closed  up  with  ice  for  four  to  six  weeks  in  the 
spring,  after  the  harbor  at  Erie  is  clear,  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  lakes  west  of  that  port  open  and  unob- 
structed- 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  interest  as  well  as  the  duty 
of  the  state  to  secure  the  trade  ofthe  lakes  by  the  canal 
running  entirely  within  her  own  boundary  to  the  lake, 
thus  increasing  the  wealth  of  her  own  citizens,  and 
adding  to  her  own  resources,  (rather  than  enriching  the 
citizens  of  a  neighboring  state,  who  pay  no  part  ofthe 
expenditures  made  in  the  coiistructicn  of  our  canals 
and  rail  roads,)  and  especially  is  this  the  interest  and 
duty  of  the  state,  when  the  canal  to  the  Harbor  at 
Presque  Isle  is  the  most  direct  shortest  and  best  route 
to  the  lakes. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Convention, 
the  faith  of  the  slate  is  solemnly  pledged  to  carry  into 
effect   the  object    embraced    in  the  foregoing  resolu- 


Kesolved,  That  the  following  memorial,  setting  forth 
the  sentiments  of  this  Convention,  and  the  importance 
ofthe  completion  ofthe  canal  through  our  own  limits, 
to  the  harbor  of  Erie,  be  adopted  and  signed  by  the 
officers  and  members  of  this  < 


MEMORIAL. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Heprsentativea 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General 
Assembly  met- 

The  nnder.signed  delegates  representing  the  people 
ofthe  North  Western,  and  some  ofthe  western  counties 
ofthe  Stale,  having  convened  in  Convention,  in  Butler, 
for  the  purpose  of  devising  some  means  in  aid  of  the 
speedy  prosecution  and  completion  ofthe  Pennsylvania 
Canal  to  Lake  Erie,  at  the  Harbor  of  Erie,  have  thouglit 
proper  among  other  things,  to  address  a  memorial  to 
your  honorable  bodies  in  behalf  of  the  people  we  repre- 
sent. 

Time,  and  the  limits  we  think  proper  to  prescribe  to 
a  paper  of  this  character,  prevent  us  from  entering  at 
large  into  all  the  arsjuments  which  present  themselves 
in  fjvor  of  this  measure.  We  shall  content  ourselves 
by  stating  some  of  the  prominent  and  leading  con- 
siderations, trusting  the  issue  to  the  liberality  and  jus- 
tice of  the  Legislature. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  we  c'aim  that  for  the  comple- 
tion of  this  work,  we  have  the  plighted  faith  of  the 
State,  mad -,  not  otdy  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  Legisla- 
tive enactment,  hut  by  the  people  themselves  in  solemn 
Convention.  We  claim  that  the  extentiin  ofthe  canal 
to  Lake  Erie,  running  entirely,  through  our  own  ter- 
ritniy,  and  terminating  at  the  harbor  ot  Erie,  was  a  part 
of  the  great  original  projector  Pennsylvania  improve- 
ments, first  promulged  by  the  act  ofthe  Legislature  of 
the  25th  of  April,  1825,'  and  subsequeiiily  ratified  by 
ihe  great  convention  of  the  people  held  in  August  of 
the  same  year.  In  support  and  proof  of  this  position, 
we  have  but  to  quote  from  the  law  and  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention.  The  act  of  1825,  which  is  looked 
upon  as  the  commencement  of  an  improvement  system, 
was  in  its  nature,  a  proposition  to  the  consideration  of 
the  people.  It  merely  condensed,  systematized,  and 
selected  from  the  various  projects  which  tlie  spirit  of 
improvement  had  suggested,  such  as  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Legislature,  were  worthy  of  State  patronage.  It 
authorized  surveys  and  reports,  but  lett  the  ultimate 
decision  of  the  question  to  future  legislation.  This 
proposition,  or  system  proposed  in  the  act,  contemplat- 
ed an  entire  communication  connecting  the  tide  waters 
ofthe  Delaware  with  Lake  Erie.     The  preamble  and 
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leading;  enacting  clause  are  as  follows: — "  Whereas  the 
establishment  of  a  communication  between  the  Eastern 
and  Western  waters  of  this  Sta'e  and  the  Lakes,  by 
means  of  navigable  streams  and  canals,  would  advance 
our  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures;  would 
unite  in  a  common  interest,  the  great  natural  divisions, 
oi  the  state,  and  would  in  the  end  be  an  important 
source  of  revenue  to  the  commonwealth:  And  whereas, 
the  best  interests  of  the  Stale  require  that  this  great 
and  important  improvement  should  be  the  property  of 
the  cominonweahh,  and  that  the  commonwealth  ought 
to  embark  in  it  with  that  zeal  and  energy  that  is  best 
calculated  to  carry  it  into  effect— Therefore,"  Section 
1st.  "Be  it  enacted — That  the  Governor  be,  and  is 
hereby  required  to  appoint  five  canai  commissioners,  a 
majority  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum,  to  consider  and 
adopt  such  measures  as  they  shall  think  requisite  and 
proper,  preparatory  to  the  establishment  of  a  navigable 
communication  between  the  Eastern  and  Western  wa- 
ters of  the  Slate,  and  Lake  Eric." 

On  the  publication  of  this  law,  the  people  met  in  va- 
rious primary  assemblies,  and  ultimately  in  convention 
at  Harrisburg,  on  the  5th  of  August,  to  consider  and 
decide  upon  the  propositions  therein  coniained,  and  to 
agree  finally  upon  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  system 
of  improvement  which  ought  to  be  undertaken  and 
prosecuted  by  the  State,  at  the  public  expense.  This 
convention,  consisting  of  113  delegates,  representing 
fort-/-seven  counties,  coming  fresh  from  the  people, 
instructed  in  the  several  primary  assemblies,  in  which 
they  were  appointed,  afier  due  deliberation  fully  rati- 
fied the  proposition  of  the  legislature,  and  gave  the 
sanction  of  the  people  to  the  great  undertaking.  This 
convention  among  others,  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution. 

"  Hesolved,  Th  it  the  improvement  of  the  common- 
wealth will  be  best  promoted,  and  the  foundation  of 
her  prosperity  and  happiness  most  securely  established, 
by  opening  an  entire  and  com|dete  communication 
from  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio, 
and  from  the  Allegheny  to  Lake  Erie  by  the  nearest 
and  best  practicable  route,  and  that  such  a  work  is  in- 
dispensably necess.ry  to  maintain  the  character  and 
standing  of  the  State  and  to  preserve  her  strength  and 
resources" 

In  the  Convention  the  people  whom  we  represent 
were  represented,  and  gave  the  proceedings  their  snnc- 
tion  and  concurrence,  and  have  ever  since  on  all  occa 
sions  faithfully  and  steadfa-tly  supported  the  system.—  | 
They  viewed  it  in  the  nature  of  a  common  undertaking 
and  mutual  contract,  to  which  the  faith  of  the  Stale 
was  pledged.  They  have  throdgh  their  representatives 
voted  for  appropriatio.is  towards  the  work  in  other 
parts  of  the  State,  and  now  ask  that  the  same  good 
failh  may  be  observed  towards  them:  they  ask  that  ihe 
pledged  faith  of  the  state  may  be  redeemed.  This 
claim  of  sheer  justice  we  now  assert  and  in  the  name 
and  behalf  of  more  than  250,000  citizens  of  the  State 
assert  it  in  all  its  length,  breadth,  and  strength — a  claim 
on  which,  every  other  consideration  set  aside,  we  could 
rely,  and  in  security,  if  justice  and  honor  are  not  fled 
from  our  councils. 

But  on  this  claim, strong  as  it  is,  we  are  not  compell- 
ed to  rely,  'I  here  are  other  strong  and  urgent  rea- 
sons for  the  extension  of  the  canal  to  the  Lake.  It 
would  settle  and  enrich  a  large  tract  of  good  and  com- 
paratively new  country,  consequently  add  to  the  wealth 
and  common  resources  of  the  state — it  would  buildup 
villages,  towns,  and  even  cities,  and  in  a  short  time 
double  the.  population,  and  quadruple  the  wealth  of 
the  whole  North  West— it  would  tend  as  expressed  in 
the  resolution  of  the  canal  conventiun  before  recited, 
"to  maintain  the  character  and  standing  of  the  State 
and  preserve  her  strength  and  resourers;"  "it  would 
unite,"  as  expressed  in  the  preamble  of  the  act  of  1825, 
"  the  natural  divisions  of  the  State,"  facilitate  and  pro- 
mote mutual  intercourse  and  trade,  and  otherwise  add 


to  the  common  benefit  of  all.  These  arc  considerations 
of  high  importance  and  such  as  are  now  engaging  the 
enterprise  and  enei-gies  of  our  neighboring  and  rival 
States.     We   would  press  them  upon  your  considera- 

But  independent  of  this  view  of  the  qiies  ion,  if  the 
cotnitry  between  Pittsburg  and  Erie,  instead  of  being 
susceptible  of  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  becoming 
a  rich  agricultural  country,  supporting  a  den^e  pupula- 
tion,  was  a  barren  waste,  still  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  state  would  require  the  extension 
of  the  canal  to  its  original  termina'ion.  It  would  open 
up  an  avenue  bv  which  a  portion  of  the  great  tiade  of 
the  lakes  could  be  commanded,  to  the  great  benefi'  and 
profit  of  Philadelphia,  our  great  commercial  metropolis, 
as  well  as  other  portions  of  the  state,  and  to  the  vast  in- 
crease of  tolls  and  canal  revenue.  If  in  1825  these  con- 
siderations were  taken  into  account— if  then  they  were 
considered  of  any  importance,  and  formed  any  induce- 
ment to  the  original  undertaking,  they  are  now  of  an 
hundred  fold  more  weight.  What  was  then  mere 
speculation  is  now  reality.  In  1825  the  trade  of  the 
lakes  was  trifling,  now  it  is  immense,  and  increasing 
beyond  the  most  sanguine  anticipations.  Then  there 
was  but  one  Steamboat  on  Lake  Erie,  now  there  are 
thirty-four,  fifieen  of  which,  amounting  to  4,000  tons, 
were  built  in  1834;  then  there  were  but  a  few  small 
and  ill  found  Schooners,  now  there  are  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  some  of  which  are  of  more  than  200 
tons  burthen,  and  all  of  them  in  size,  appearance,  and 
fitness  for  business  equal  to  the  same  class  of  vessels  on 
the  Atlantic  coast.  This  vast  increase  of  vessels  on 
Lake  Erie,  is  still  far  short  of  the  increase  of  business. 
By  the  opening  of  the  Welland  canal,  running  through 
Canada,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Lake  Ontario 
vessels,  are  engaged  in  the  Lake  Erie  trade.  A  large 
portion  of  the  salt  for  the  supply  of  the  country  bor- 
dering on  Lake  Erie,  and  the  West,  is  brought  from 
Oswego  through  the  Welland  Canal.  The  vessels  lake 
in  return  cargoes  of  agricultural  products,  a  portion  of 
which  goes  to  the  Montreal  market,  and  the  ba'ance  is 
landed  at  Oswego,  from  thence  to  be  transported 
through  the  Oswego  and  Erie  canals  to  New  York.  It 
is  believed,  from  information  derived  from  official 
sources,  that  there  is  at  least  2,500  tons  of  Lake 
Ontario  shipping  constantly  employed  in  the  Lake  Erie 
trade. 

If  such  has  been  the  increase  of  Lake  tr.ide  in  Ihe 
last  few  years  when  the  great  West  is  in  its  infancy, 
what  may  we  expect  when  it  is  covered  with  a  dense 
population,  which  its  uncommon  fertility,  and  the  faci- 
lities of  emigration  leave  little  doubt,  will  be  the  case 
before  manv  years.  Last  year  it  w.as  ascertained  there 
were  about' 60,000  emigrants  left  the  port  of  Buffalo 
for  the  far  west.  It  is  believed,  although  no  exact  ac- 
count was  kept,  that  the  increase  from  the  same  port 
this  year,  was  at  least  thirty-three  per  cent,  whch  will 
make  about  80,000.  The  emi.gration  shipping  at  all 
the  other  ports  has  also  been  large.  No  estimate  of 
the  number  of  emigrants  by  land  can  be  made,  it  has 
however  been  very  great — the  road  leading  from  Buffa- 
lo west  along  the  lake  shore  has  been  literally  filled 
with  them,  as  high  as  250  waggons  with  families  have 
been  counted  in  a  single  day.  The  Territory  of  Michi- 
gan has  more  than  quadrupled  its  population  in  four 
years,  and  the  increase  in  the  North  Western  counties 
of  Ohio,  and  the  northern  parts  of  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
has  probably  been  in  and  about  the  same  ratio.  This 
immense  and  fertile  country  will  put  afloat  upon  Ihe 
lakes  its  surplus  produce,  there  to  seek  the  Atlantic 
through  the  shortest,  cheapest,  and  most  certain  chan- 
nels. Of  this  there  can  be  no  doubt.  The  New  Orleans 
market  is  precarious,  and  which,  from  sad  experience, 
the  western  agricnlturist  wishes  to  avoid — there  can 
be  also  but  little  doubt  that  a  large  portion  of  the  trade 
of  the  western  section  of  Ohio,  and  of  the  whole  coun- 
try watered  by  the  Wabash  and  Illinois  rivers,   will  be 
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turned  to  the  lakes,  when  the  Dayton  and  Sandusky 
rail  road,  the  Wabash  and  Erie,  and  the  Illinois  and 
Chicago  canals,  which  are  now  being  made,  are  finish- 
ed. All  these  communications,  lead  through  the  most 
fertile  countries,  and  will  doubtless  become  the  most 
important  feeders  of  the  lake  trade. 

This  trade  so  important,  and  in  return  for  which  the 
West  will  require,  in  exchange,  the  merchandise  and 
m.inufacture  of  the  Atlantic  States,  can  in  our  opinion 
be  in  a  gnat  measure  controlled  by  Pennsylvania,  to 
the  incalculable  btntfit  of  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg, 
and  otiitr  parts  o(  the  State,  as  well  as  to  the  great 
increase  yf  tolls  and  revenue  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal. 

If  it  be  asked,  how  this  can  be  done'  it  will  be  only 
.  necessary,  in  answer,  to  refer  to  her  local  situation,  and 
a  few  facts,  which  although  generally  known,  lose 
none  of  their  force  by  repetuion.  New  York,  and 
Pennsylvania,  are  tITe  only  two  States  which  can  have 
an  entire  communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  ihe 
Iak<;s  within  their  own  territories.  This  advantage  is 
one,  which  early  attracting  the  attention  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, was  secured  by  purchase  in  1791.  By  the  original 
charter  the  northern  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  did  not 
touch  the  lake.  There  was  a  narrow  strip  of  land  on 
the  noith  side  of  the  line  and  west  of  the  New  York 
line,   which  tiien  was  vacant.     This  strip  of  land  which 

called  Ihe  Triangle,  was  purchased  by  Pennsyl 


access,  and  capable  of  having  made  at  a  moderate  ex- 
pense two  good  and  safe  entrances  in  opposite  directions 
so  that  a  vessel  can  sail  into  one  channel  and  out  of  the 
other  with  the  same  «  ind. 

Possessing  the  shortest  route  to  the  Lake,  is  not  only 
an  advantage  in  cheapness  of  construction,  but  will 
prove  a  still  greater  advantage  in  cheapness  of  trans- 
portation. By  canals  and  rail  roads  the  expense  of 
transportation  is  in  a  great  measure  proportioned  to  the 
distance.  Not  so  on  the  Lake,  property  once  afloat  is 
transported  to  any  port  on  the  lake  at  about  the  same 
price,  the  great  expense  and  delay  is  in  lading  and  un- 
lading. Merchandiie  could  be  transported  from  Erie 
to  the  head  of  the  lakes,  or  the  upper  lakes,  at  the  same 
charges  it  would  be  from  Cleaveland  to  Grand  river, 
and  produce  from  Sandusky,  Maumee,  Detroit,  or  any 
port  west  could  be  shipped  to  Krie,  at  the  same  price 
it  would  be  to  Cleaveland,  or  any  other  intermediate 
port  between  Cleaveland  and  Erie.  The  Harbor  at 
Erie  not  only  being  the  nearest  Port  at  which  the 
Lake  can  be  reached,  and  consequently  to  be  preferred 
on  the  ground  of  cheapness  of  construction,  and  trans- 
portation, but  is  sufficiently  far  west  to  avoid  all  the 
difficulties  of  ice  which  obstructs  the  navigation  at 
Buffalo.  It  is  open  at  neaily  the  same  time  as  the  Ports 
above,  and  always  as  soon,  and  even  before  the  Penn- 
sylvania, or  Ohio  Canals  wouM  be  clear  of  ice  on  the 
Lake  summit.  In  addition  to  the  immense  transit 
of  the  United  States  Government,  for  about  150,'OOU. —  1  trade,  which  would  pass  through  this  section  of  the 
This  purchase  was  made  at  about  eighty-eight  cents  [  canal,  there  are  articles  of  immense  value  and  in  almost 
per  acre.  The  object  o(  the  purchase  was  not  the  inexhaustible  quantity,  which  are  found  on  the  line, 
land,  for  the  great  portion  of  the  west  was  then  a  wil- 1  and  which  would  find  a  ready  and  extensive  market — 
derness  but  to  get  a  foothold  upon  the  lake.  The  ]  We  allude  to  the  articles  of  coal,  white  oak,  and  pine 
wisdom  of  this  purchase  is  now  apparent,  without  i(  we  i  timber,  of  the  first  article  there  is  none  found  on  the 
would  have  been  cut  off  from  the  northern  seas;  or  if  lakes,  or  on  the  line  of  the  New  York  Canal,  or  in 
we  approached  them,  it  must  have  been  through  the  Canada,  and  the  other  articles  are  scarce  and  in  demand, 
territory  of  another  stale,  and  of  course  subject  to  such  It  is  believed  that  good  coal  approaches  nearer  the 
restrictions  as  might  be  put  upon  us.  New  York  has  Lake  on  this  line,  tlian  at  any  other  point;  it  is  found 
already  s  ized  hold  of  the  advantage  of  her  situaiion,  of  a  good  quality,  and  in  abundance  within  less  than 
and  opened  her  communication  with  the  lake,  and  has  sixty  miles  of  the  Lake.  This  article  alone  if  there  was 
been  munificently  rewarded  for  her  cn'eri)rise.  Her  no  other  transportation,  would  in  a  few  yeai>s  afford 
great  Canal  has  been  the  principal  corner  of  that  unex-  i  sufficient  employ  lo  the  Canal  to  make  it  profitable.  It 
ampled  prosperity,  that  has  within  a  few  years,  given  is  believed  even  now,  if  the  canal  were  finished,  it 
her  the  proud  distinction  of  the  empire  State,  ijiit  it  could  be  afforded  at  so  low  a  price  as  to  supercede  the 
has  been  found  that  her  nortliern  laiitude,  and  the  con-  use  of  wood  as  a  common  article  of  fuel  at  Erie,  and 
sequent  early  freezing  up  nf  her  canal  in  the  fall,  and  ,  probably  at  the  city  of  Bufi"alo,  and  many  other  towns, 
the  lung  continuance  of  ice  in  the  Buffalo  Bay  in  the  From  the  foregoini;  facts  and  reasons  adduced,  we  feel 
spring,  are  serious  difficulties,  and  such  as  all  her  en-  ;  well  assured  that  a  continuation  of  the  Pennsylvania 
terprise  cannot  overcome.  These  difficulties  are  avoid-  canal  to  the  Lake,  at  the  harbor  ol  Erie,  would  give  to 
ed  in  Pennsylvania,  by  her  more  southern  latitude,  and  our  commercial,  mercantile  and  manufacturing  cities 
by  the  fact  that  the  ice  is  out  at  the  harbor  of  Erie,  for  !  a  must  decided  advantage  over  any  and  all  others, 
from  four  to  six  weeks  earlier  in  the  spring  than  at  i  in  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  regions  of  the 
Buff'alo.     It  is  believed  from  calculations  for  a  srries  of    lakes. 

years,  that  an  average  of  at  Irast  six  weeks  of  uninter-  j  We  therefore  respectfully  ask,  for  Ihe  several  rea- 
rupted  communication  between  Philadelphia  and  the  [  sons  assigned,  that  a  liberal  appropration  be  made  this 
lakes,  by  the  Pennsylsnnia  Canal,  might  be  depended  '  present  session,  for  the  extension  and  speedy  comple- 
on.  when  the  communication  from  New  York  to  the  tion  of  the  canal  to  the  harbor  of  Erie.  That  part  of 
Lakes,  would  be  closed  with  ice.   This  is  an  advantage    the   m  .in  line   between    Philadelphia  and    Pittsburg  is 

now  completed,  or  nearly  so,  and  sound  policy  dictates 


of  the  highest  importance,  and  one  which  must  give 
Pennsylvania  a  decided  advantage  over  her  rival,  an  ad- 
vantage that  is  greatly  enhanced  from   the    fact,  that 


that  the  balance  of  this  great  work  be  now  completed 
ith  the  least  possible  delay.     It  is  not  only  due  to  the 


these  six  weeks  are  within  the  time  of  the  heaviest  '  people  whom  we  represent,  but  to  the  State;  she  has 
trade,  when  the  agriculturist  wishes  to  market  I  by  common  consent,  and  at  the  common  expense,  com- 
his  produce,  and  the  merchant  to  get  on  his  goods.  menced  a  grand  system  of  improvement,  which  this  far 

We  would  further  represent  that  in  our  opinion  the  i  has  realized   the  expectations  of  the  most  sanguine. — 
State  was  not  only  fortunate  in  having  secured  a  frontier  '  Let  it  be  completed  as  designed,  and  we  doubt  not  it 


on  the  Lake,but  in  having  secured  it  at  the  very  point 
where,  if  she  had  the  whole  coast  to  select  from,  she 
would  make  choice;  it  enabling  her  to  reach  the  Lake 
by  the  shortest  communication,  and  to  terminate  the 
canal,  at  not  only  the  best  harbor  on  the  lake,  but  one 
that  is  susceptible  of  being  made,  and  we  doubt  not, 
under  the  fostering  care  of  the  general  government, 
will  be  made  one  of  the  best  harbors  in  the  world.  It 
i»  a  complete  place  of  refuge  in  case  of  storms,  and  to 
which  all  vessels  caught  out,  make  for  shelter  if  in  their 
power.     It  is  spacious,  of  good  depth  of  water,  eas.y  of 


II  redound  to  her  honor  and  glory,  and  not  only  I 
a  tendency  to  maintain,  but  to  raise  her  standing  in  the 
scale  of  the  Union,  which  should  be  the  pride  of  every 
true  hearted  Pennsylvanian. 

In  conclusion  we  again,  in  behalf  of  the  people  we 
represent,  respectfully  ask  that  the  prayer  of  this  me- 
morial may  be  granted,  and  that  our  just  claims  be  no 
longer  delayed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie, 

Resolved,  That  a   committee  of  correspondence  be 
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appointed  in  each  county,  to  consist  of  three  delegates 
for  each  county  represented  in  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  correspondence  to 
be  appointed  in  Butler  county,  superintend  the  publi- 
cation of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  prepare,  and 
circulate  for  signatures  by  the  people,  a  petition  to  the 
Legislature,  for  the  extension  and  speedy  completion 
ot  the  canal  to  Erie. 

The  following  delegates  were  appointed  committees 
of  correspondence  in  their  respective  counties. 

Allegheny— Messrs.  A.  W.  Foster,  Bakewell,  and 
Darragh. 

Armstrong — Messrs.  Brown,  Buffington,   and  John- 

Butler — Messrs.    Bredin,    Cunningham,    and  Low- 

Seaver — Messrs-  Townsend,  Shannon,  and  Gould. 

Crauiford — Messrs.   Church,  McArthur,  and  Uick, 

Erie — Messrs.  Kelley,  Cochran,  and  Johnston. 

Indiana — Messrs  Taylor,  Jamison,  and  Gordon. 

Mercer — Messrs.  Pearson,  Findley,  and  Curtis. 

I^enango — Messrs.  Keno,  Brown,  and  S.  T.  M'- 
Dowell. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bredin, 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  Convention 
be  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  Convention,  and  pub- 
lished in  all  the  papers  in  the  State  that  are  friendly  to 
the  internal  improvement  system. 

Mr.  King,  of  Allegheny  county,  offered  the  following 
resolutions  to  the  Convention.put  the  question  on  them, 
and  they  were  unanimously  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are 
due,  and  are  hereby  presented  to  the  Commissioners  of 
Butler  county,  for  the  use  of  the  Court  House,  during 
their  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  are 
due,  and  are  hereby  presented  to  the  President,  and 
other  officers  of  the  Convention,  for  the  able,  dignified, 
vhich   its  proceeding  have 


Beaver,  {continued. ) 
John  K.  Shannon 
James  Patterson 
M-  T-  C.  Gould 
Wm.  Allison 
Henry  C.  Moore 
Wm.  Morton 

Btdkr. 
John  B.-edin 
Francis  M'Bride 
John  M'Clelland 
Jacob  Brinker 
R.  Cunningham 
John  Negley 
Wm.  Beatiy 
M.  S.  Lowrie 
Peter  UufTy. 


Joseph  Kerr 
John  Findley 
Joel  B.  Curtis 
Walter  Oliver 
John  Mitcheltree 
Wilham  Fruit- 

Venungo. 
Daniel  Brown 
L.  S.  Reno 
J.  W.  Hunter 
T.  S.  M'Dowell 
Alex.  M'Dowell 
J.  H.  Shannon 
Aaron  M'Kissick 
Andrew  Irvin 
Wm.  Stewart. 


and  satisfactory 
been  conducted 


ROBERT  ORR,  President. 
Wm.  B.  Foster, 


Dasibl 

Dobbins. 

JO...N   C 

LABKE, 

Vice  Presidents. 

Gaylord  Church, 

R.  B.  M'Vttbe. 

.T.  I).  Hood, 

Beaoen  Pearson, 

Secretaries. 

Megheny. 

Erie. 

A.  W.  Foster 

William  Kelley 

John  P.  Bakewell 

Hobeit  Cochran 

D.  C.  Stockton 

Ch«les  M.  Keed 

li.  Hilands 

Geo.  Gallowhar 

C- Plumb 

M.   Hutchinson 

Isaiah  King 

Smith  Jack.on 

C.  Darragh 

Ovid  Pinney 

John  Birmingham 

Wilson  King 

Armstrong. 

Henry  Colt 

Wm   F.  Johnston 

Crawford 

Phihp  Mechling 

John  M'Farlaiul 

Alex.  Reynolds 

John  M'Arthur 

J    E.  Brown 

James  White 

Robert  Cristwell 

Wm.  Power,jr. 

Geo.  W.  Smith 

David  Dick 

D.  O.  Walker 

Indiana. 

Jos.  Buffington 

James  Taylor 

J.  Noble  Nesbit 

JohnGallalur 

S.  S.  Jameson 

Beaver. 

WiU.am  Houston 

A.  W.  Townsend 

Henry  Altman 

Edward  Wright 

James  M.  Kelley 

Edward  Hoops 

James  Gordon 

From  the  Harriaburg  Chronicl«. 
PENNSYLVANIA  LEGISLATURE. 

SENATE. 

Friday,  January  9. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  A. 
Mahon,  State  Treasurer,  accompanied  with  a  report  of 
the  business  of  his  office,  and  solicitinga  re-election. 

Also,   a  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,   made  in 
compliance  wth  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  on  the  13th 
of  December  last. 
J.  KEnrr,  Esq.  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Sir: — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  13th  December  last,  requesliug  the  Canal  Com- 
missioners to  report  to  the  Senate  what  amount  of  toll 
was  derived  from  the  transportation  of  rail  road  iron 
and  other  property  belonging  to  the  commonwealth, 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  of  October  last,  the 
following  statement  is  respectfully  submitted: 
The  contractors  for  delivering  rail   road 

iron  on  the  Columbia  rail  way  have  paid 

toll  for  transporting  the   same  on   the 

railway,  $7,24Q  22 

The  contractors  for  delivering  rail  road 

iron  on  the  Portage  rail  way  have  paid 

toll  for  transporting  the  same   on  the 

canal  and  Portage  rail  way,  within  the 

year  ending  31st  October  last,  6,879  34 

Toll  paid  on  other  property  belonging  to 

the  Commonwealth,  84  67 


Whole  amount,  gl4,204  23 

The  foregoing  statement  exhibits  the  whole  amount 
of  tolls  paid  within  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  of  Oc- 
tober last,  on  tail  road  iron  the  property  of  the  Com- 
monwealth, which  was  transported  on  the  Canal  and 
Kail  ways:  also,  the  amount  paid  upon  other  properly 
of  the  Commonwealth,  as  far  as  the  same  can  be  accu- 
rately ascertained. 

It  may  not  be  improper  toadd,  that  the  lolls  on  the 
Canal  are,  by  the  act  estabUshing  on  Internal  Improve- 
ment fund;  passed  on  first  April,  1826,  to  be  paid  to  the 
Commib-ioners  of  the  said  fund,  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing the  interest  and  purchasing  or  reimbursing  the 
principal  of  the  Canal  debt. 

I  his  pledge  includes  all  the  tolls,  those  payable  on 
public  as  well  as  private  property;  and  the  pubhc 
agents  could  not,  without  violating  the  said  act,  and 
impairing  the  security  thereby  pledged,  do  otherwise 
than  to  collect  on  public  property,  transported  upon 
the  Canal,  the  customary  loll  payable  on  the  same 
kinds  of  property  owned  by  individuals.  Besides,  there 
having  been  no  rule  or  law  in  existence  exempting 
public  property  from  the  payment  of  tolls,  at  the  time 
when  the  appropriations  were  made  for  the  completion 
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of  the  Rail  ways,   an  exemption  from  such  payment 
would,  in  effect,  amount  to  an  additional  appropriation. 

It  also  appears  from  an  estimate  lately  made,  that 
there  has  been  saved  to  the  state,  by  the  facilities  afford- 
ed by  the  Improvements,  in  the  transportation  of  mate- 
rials for  their  construction  a  sum  exceeding  ,g70,000. 
This  sdvantage  justly  entitles  the  canal  and  rail  ways 
to  a  credit  for  the  ordinary  tolls  on  public  property 
transported  thereon — By  order  of  the  Board. 

J.  MITCHELL,  Canal  Commissioner- 
Canal  Commissioners'  Room, 

Habbisbdro,  Jaa.  8,  1835. 


GIRARD  COLLEGE  FOR  ORPHANS. 
Reporl  of  the  Buildini^  Committee  of  the  Girard  College 

']or  Orphixm, 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  Philadelphia. 

Together  with  a  Report  to  the  Building  Committee,  by 

Tun.vAS  U.  WiLTBBS,  Architect. 


To  THE  Building  Committeb  of  Gibabd  Coj.i.eoe. 

Gentlemen — HTlving  closed  the  work  for  the  present 
season,  I  have  the  honor  in  conformity  with  your  in- 
structions, to  lay  before  you  a  summary  of  our  proceed- 
ings during  the  past  year. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  the  walls  of 
the  building  were  si>  far  advanced,  as  to  be  prepared 
for  receiving  the  arches  to  support  the  floor  of  the  first 
story;  and  your  resolution  of  the  14th  of  January  last 
directed,  that  during  the  season  of  1834,  the  building 
should  be  raised  to  a  sufficient  height  to  receive  the 
arches  of  the  second  story.  Ihis  has  accord  ngly  been 
accomplished. 

m  irble  work  is  now  finished  to  the  height  of 
18  feet  8  inches  above  the  basement,  making  tlie 
present  elevation  of  the  building  29  feet  above  the 
j  ground. 

[  The  wall  for  the  support  of  the  columns,  (which  is  9 
;  feet  in  thickness,  and  extends  around  the  whole  edi- 
j  fice,  )is  entirely  finished. 

The   platform   around  tlie    building  is   substantially 

arched,  and  prepared  to  receive  the  marble  pavement. 

At  ihe  close  of  the  last   season,  all  the  workmen,  ex- 

The   Building  Committee  of  the  "Girard  College  for    cept  the    stone   cutters,   carpenters   and  blacksmiths, 

Orphans,"  to  the  Select  and  Common    Councils  of!  were  discharged.    I'he  stone  cutters  were  occupied  du- 

Philadelphia,   llEPOUT —  i  ring  the  winter,    in  carving  capitals  and  bases  for  the 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  duties  of  their  appoin'ment,     interior  columns,  and  in  working  ashlir;lhe  carpeMters 

it   devolves   upon   them   to   communicate  to  Councils    '^'^'^^  engaged   in  framing  centres  for  the  large  arch -s; 

their  proceedings  during  the  p.ast  year.  and  the  blacksmiths  in  forging  bolts,  straps,  &c.  for  the 

They  take  pleasure  in  saying,   that  the  work  under    centring 


their  charge  has  progressed 
and  their  expectitions  have  been  fully  realized  in  its 
execution- 
Nothing  has  been  omitted  that  would  give  perma- 
nency and  durability  to  the  edifice;  and  all  contracts 
have  been  made  with  strict  reference  to  economy,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  capability  of  the  contractors  on 
the  other- 

The  committee  would  further  observe  that  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  the  work  has  progressed  during  the 
past  year,  merits  their  approbaiion. — They  are  of  opi- 
nion that  more  than  one  story  of  tlie  college  should  not 


On  the  2nh  of  March,  the  stonemasons  and  brick- 
la^'ers  commenced  woik  for  the  season- 

Thf  four  lavge  groin  arches,  for  the  support  of  the 
floor  of  the  fii-st  story,  wire  commenced  on  the  25th  ol 
April,  and  finished  on  the  14th  of  June;  they  are  con- 
structed in  the  best  manner  possible; — each  arch  con- 
tains (exclusive  of  the  abutments)  75,000  bricks;  the 
keys  are  all  composed  of  murbie,  fitted  and  arranged 
with  great  accuracy; — all  the  arches  of  the  basement 
were  fini-.hed,  and  the  walls  of  the  first  story  com- 
menced in  the  month  of  June. 

In  compliance  witli  your  resolution  of  the  11th  of 
be  constructed  in  any  one  year,  and  each  season's  work  I  Marcii,  we  have  constructed  the  inieiior  walls,  above 
should  be  so  arranged,  as  to  make  the  arching,  ihe  first  \  the  basement,  of  bricks,  and  the  piers  for  the  support 
business  of  the  year;  that  course  has  been  thus  far  pur-  of  the  second  story  arches,  in  alternate  sections  of 
sued,  and  its  advantages  are  obvious;  the  arches  have  j  bricks  and  dressed  granite.  Much  delay  was  occasion- 
time  to  become  sufficiently  firm  to  enalile  them  to  re-  I  ed  to  the  building,  in  consequence  of  not  being  able  to 
sist  uninjured,  the  frosts  of  winter,  and  when  they  are  \  obtain  these  stones  as  rapidly  as  they  were  required;  in 
left  at  the  close  of  the  season,  there  is  about  18  feet  of  '  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  future  inconvenience  from 
the  walls  of  the  next  story  above  them,  which  has  a  !  the  same  cause,  we  have  placed  under  contract,  all  the 
tendency  to  strengthen  them-  j  hammered  stone  that  will  be  required  in  the  construc- 

The  committee  respectfully  recommend,  that  one  of  tion  of  the  corresponding  piers,  in  the  second  story. — 
the  out  buildings  be  commenced  in  ihe  ensuing  spring;  I  About  one-third  of  the  quantity  has  already  been  de- 
and  in  order  that  the  arrangement   of  these   buildings,  I  livered  at  the  CoUege- 

The  iron  bands  for  resisting  the  horizontal  thrust  of 
the  arches  for  the  second  story,  are  all  completed; 
the  iron  is  of  a  very  superior  quality, and  well  wrought. 
The  setting  of  marble  was  commenced  on  the  26th 
of  May,  and  prosecuted  with  vigor  during  theremainder 
of  the  season-  Every  attention  has  been  paid  to  have 
this  part  of  the  work  substantially  executed;  all  the 
ashlar  is  dowelled  together,  and  securely  connected 
with  the  brickwork,  by  means  of  crampirons. 

In  the  month  of  April  last,  we  contracted  with  se- 
veral carvers  in  marble,  for  finishing  seventeen  of  the 
capitals  for  ihe  exterior  Portico;  all  of  these  capitals  have 
been  commenced,  and  parts  of  several  of  them  have 
already  been  completed, they  are  highly  creditable  to  the 
arts  ill  this  country,  and  will  not  suffer  by  a  comparison 
with  any  imported  architectural  carving  that  I  have 
ever  yet  seen. 

The  sixteen  Ionic  coUirans  for  the  vestibules  of  tht  first 
srory,  are  in  progress  of  execution;  twelve  capitals.and 
ten  bases  are  now  finished,  the  remaining  part  will  be 
completed  during  the   winter-— We  are  working  the 


may  be  such  as  fully  to  meet  the  purposes  of  the  I 
stitution,  they  recommend,  that  the  Trustees  of  the  Gi- 
rard College  be  requested  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
eight,  who,  together  with  this  committee,  and  the  Ar- 
chitect, shall  be  directed  to  lay  before  Councils  a  plan 
embracing  the  whole  arrangement  of  out  buildings 

They  respectfully  submit  the  report  ol  the  Architect, 
which  document  contains  a  detailed  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  relation  to  the  college  during  the  past  year; 
also  a  summary  statement  of  the  expenditures  since  the 
commencement  of  the  work. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submittei'. 

JOHN  GILDER,  Cba  rman. 
JAMES  BURK, 
PETER  WRIGHT, 
JOHN  M    BARCLAY, 
JAMES   HUTCHINSON, 
DENNIS    M'CREDY, 
JOS.  LIPPINCOTr, 
J.  ROACH. 
Pliiladelphia,  Dec.  25,  1834. 
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shafta  of  each  of  these  culumns  in  one  piece;  they  are 
two  feet  in  diameter,  and  fniii-teen  feet  long. 

The  marble  that  has  been  dehvered  during  the  past 
year,  fully  equals  our  expectations,  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. — No  difficulty  has  occurred  in  obtaining  the 
largest  blocks  that  will  be  required  in  the  construction 
of  me  College:  some  ot  these  blocks  have  already  been 
conveyed  to  the  building  with  great  facility.  In  con- 
sequence of  their  unusual  size, considerable  preparation 
was  necessary,  before  the  contractors  were  ready  to 
furnish  them;  we  therefore  experienced  some  delay  in 
the  early  part  of  the  work,  but  such  an  arrangement 
has  been  made,  as  to  insure  the  delivery  of  the  heaviest 
pieces,  as  rapidly  as  they  will  be  required. 

The  quarries  of  Messrs.  Jacobs  &  Cornog  are  now 
in  a  better  slate  for  obtaining  marble,  than  they  have 
been  since   the  commencement  of  the    work;— these 


ground,  and   not   yet  made  use  of  1 
building,  are  worth  about 


23,000 


gentlemen  have  ready  for  delivery  several  large  column  I  works  of  th 

blocks,  and   a  considerable  quantity  of  marble  for  the     ' 

capitals,  all  of  which  they  are  now  about   commencing 
to  convey  to  the  building. 

All  the  contractors  for  furnishing  marble  have  com- 
plied with  their  respective  contracts.  Some  delay  oc 
curred,  in  obtaining  stone  for  the  window  jambs,  but 
it  was  in  consequence  of  their  unusual  size.  The  con- 
tractors are  now  occupied  in  quarrying  the  correspond- 
ing stones  for  the  second  story,  so  that  no  future  dif- 
ficulty will  arise  from  this  cause. 

All  the  lumber  for  forming  the  centres,for  the  arches 
of  the  first  story,  is  under  contract,  and  a  considerable 
portion  has  already  been  delivered;  these  centres  will 
be  constructed  during  the  winter,  so  as  to  commence 
setting  them,  as  soon  as  the  walls  are  uncovered  in  the 
spring. 

We  have  suspended  for  the  winter,  all  work  which 
could  not  be  performed  in  the  shops,  and  securely  co- 
vered the  walls  and  arches,  so  as  to  protect  them  from 
injury  by  frost. 

There  have  been  two  millions  of  bricks,  sixteen 
thousand  superficial  feet  of  marble,  three  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  cubic  feet  of  granite,  and  one  thousand 
one  hundred  perches  of  rubble  stone,  used  in  the 
building  during  the  past  year. 

There  are  now  on  the  ground,  about  seven  hundred 
thousand  bricks,  reserved  for  commencing  work  in  the 
spring;  we  have  also  about  six  thousand  feet  of  finished 
ashlar,  window  cornice,  sills,  8cc.,  and  seven  thousand 
seven  hundred  cubic  feet  of  marble  in  the  rough,  suita- 
ble for  capitals,  cornices,  &.c. 

The  whole  quantity  of  marble  delivered  during  the 
past  year,  amounts  to  26,082  cubic  feet. 

The  farm  house,  that  was  in  progress  of  execution  at 
the  time  I  made  my  last  annual  report,  has  been  com- 
pleted;— there  have  also  been  erected  a  barn,  spring- 
house  and  kitchen.  All  the  land  not  occupied  in  the 
buildmg  of  the  college,  amounting  to  about  28  acres, 
has  been  put  under  good  fences,  and  rented  to  a  farmer. 
The  expenditures  from  December  23,  1833, 

to  December  23,  1834,  amount  to  §112,048 

There  are  now  on  the  ground  materials 
and  workmanship  unpaid  for  to  the 
amount  of  14,500 

To  which  sums,  add  the  expenses  of  1S33, 

amounting  to  69,990 

Making  the  whole  expense  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work  amount  to  196,544 

From  which  deduct  the  sum  expended  in 
improving  the  farm  attached  to  the  col- 
lege   building,  farm  house,    barn,   Sic, 

"iigto  8,500 


Making  the  cost  ofthe  buildmg  m  itspresent 
state,  including  all  incidental  expenses, 
such  as  work  shops,  hoisting  machines, 
tools,  &c.  amount  to  165,044 

A  sum  which  is  understood  to  be  more  than  $40,000 
less  than  the  income  from  the  college  funds  during  that 
period. 

Permit  me  most  resppcttuUy   to  ii.vite  ynur  attention 

to  the  subject  of  I  he   "outbuildings" Whether   it 

is  expedient  for  the  general  execution  of  the  purposes 
of  the  Will  of  Mr.  Girard,  to  begin  the  in-t^uction  of 
the  orphans  before  the  completion  of  the  college,  is  a 
subject  on  which  I  do  not  presume  to  offer  an  opinion; 
but  what  t  venture  respectfully  to  suggest,  is,  that  the 


so  far  advanced  that  the 


operations  can  be  extended  very  easily,  and  advantage- 
ously as  they  may  now  be  all  included  under  the  same 
system  of  management,  without  any  additional  expense 
for  superintendence. 

In  this  view  of  the  subjec',  I  submit  for  your  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  commencing  one  of  the  out 
buildings  in  the  spring;  it  could  be  completed  for'use 
and  occupied  before  the  large  recitation  rooms  in  the 
college  would  probably  be  wanted;  and  the  whole 
work,  both  college  and  out  buildings,  could  thus  ad- 
vance together,  not  only  without  disadvantage,  but 
with  mutual  benefit  to  each  other,  both  as  it  regards 
economy  and  appearance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
THOMAS  U.  WALTER,  Architect, 
Girard  College,  December  23,  1S34. 
To  John  Giu)eb,  EsaiimE, 

Chairman  of  Building  Committee, 
Girard  College  for  Orphans. 


MINT  OF  THE   UNITED  STATES. 

Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  in   relation  to  the 
oper 


Lid   UpO 


I  during  the  year  1834.- 
the  table.-  January  12,  1835. 

WiSHISGTOK,  > 

s.    5 


Making  the  sum  expended  and  yet  due  on 
account  ot  the  college,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work,  amount  to 

The  materials  and  workmanship  now  on  the 


January,  10,  1835. 
Sir:— I  herewith  transmit  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives a  report  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  exhibit- 
ing the  operations  of  that  institution  during  the  year 
1834. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 
The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mist  of  tbe  Uhited  States,  ? 
Philadelphia,  January  1,  1835-      S 
Sir:— I  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the 
general  transactions  of  the  mint  during  the  last  year. 

The  coinage  effected  within  that  period  amounts  to 
^7,388,423;    comprising   $3,954,270    in    gold   coins; 


§3,415,002  in 

silver;  $19,151 

in  copper; 

consisting  of 

11,637,643  pieces  of  com,  viz: 

Half  eagles 

732,169  pieces,  making 

S3, 660, 845 

Quarter  eagle 

117,370 

do 

293,425 

Half  dollars 

6,412,004 

do 

3,206,002 

Quarter  dollars      286,000 

do 

71,500 

Dismes 

6,35,000 

do 

63,500 

Halfdismes 

1,480,000 

do 

74,000 

1,855,100 

do 

18,551 

Half  cents 

120,000 

do 

600 

11,637,643 

$7,388,423 

1335.] 
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.Tlie  deposits  of  gold  within  the  past  year,  have 
amounted,  in  round  niimber.s  to  $4,389,0^0;  of  which 
ahout  $1,067,000  consisted  of  coins  of  the  United 
Sia'e',  issued  previously  to  the  act  ol  28lh  June,  esta- 
blishing a  new  ratio  of  gohl  to  silver:  about  g898,000 
were  derived  from  the  gold  regions  of  the  United  Slates; 
{s225,000  from  Mexico,  South  America,  and  ihe  West 
Indies;  ^2,180, 000  from  Kurope;  *12,000  from  Africa; 
and  §9,000  from  sources  not  ascertained.  Of  the 
amount  received  from  Europe,  about  four  fifths  were  in 
foreign  coins. 

The  coinase  nf  gi.kl  under  the  new  ratio,  commenc- 
ed on  the  first  day  of  August,  the  earliest  period  per- 
mitted by  the  act.  ■  In  anticipation,  however,  of  a 
change  in  the  legal  valuation  of  gold,  it  hid  been  con- 
sidered proper  to  suspend  ihe  coinage  of  hU  deposits 
received  after  the  1st  June.  Previously  to  tliis  period, 
the  sum  of  §383.545  had  been  coined,  so  that,  of  the 
above  amount  of  the  grid  coinage  for  tlie  past  year, 
§3,570,725  consist  of  coins  of  the  new  standard.  This 
amount,  however,  is  the  residt  of 'he  operations  of  the 
mint  during  only  five  monihs  of  the  year,  correspond- 
ing to  an  amount,  for  a  full  year,  of  about  8J  millions  in 
gold.  Within  the  same  period,  the  coinage  of  silver 
was  regularly  maintained  at  the  average  rale  of  the 
whole  year,  making  a  general  result  of  both  gold  and 
silver  corresponding  to  a  yearly  coinage  of  nearly 
§12,000,000. 

The  amount  in  gold  in  the  vaults  of  the  mint  on  the 
1st  August  was  S468,5U0;  the  amount  now  remaining 
in  the  mint  uncoined  is  $435,000;  no  part  of  which  was 
deposited  earlier  thun  the  9th  December.  The  amount 
of  silver  remaining  in  our  vaults  for  coinage,  is,  in 
round  numbers,  §475,000;  no  p,irl  of  which  vtas  de- 
posited earlier  than  the  20lh  Novembe 

The  amount  of  silver  coined  within  the  past  year,  it 
is  satisfactory  to  state,  has  exceeded  by  about  a  quarter 
of  a  million  the  sdver  coinage  of  any  previous  year; 
while  the  gold  coinage  has  txceeded  the  aggregate 
coinage  of  gold  during  the  nine  prtceding  jeais,  from 
1825  to  18o3,  inclusive- 

The  influx  of  silver  during  the  past  year  having  very 
considerably  exceeded  the  amount  conlemp  atedin  the 
estimates  for  the  year,  occasioned,  during  a  large  por- 
tion of  that  period,  an  unusual  retardation  in  the  delive 
ry  of  coins;  and  the  amount  of  deposits  has  no  doubt 
been  restrained,  to  ^ome  extent,  by  this  consideration. 
The  estimate  for  the  current  ye:u-,  it  is  believed,  will 
cover  the  power  required  to  meet  the  whole  demand 
for  coinage,  in  a  due  proportion  of  the  several  de- 
1  of  coin. 
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2,500 
24,000 
26,000 
34,000 
104,000 
62,000 

252,500 

p 

5.000 

17,000 

20,000 

21,000 

46,000 

134,000 

204,000 

294,000 

458,000 

475,000 

380,000 

2.054.000 

3,500 
26,000 
22,000 
45,000 
66,000 
33,000 

200.500 

Georgia. 

212,000 
176,000 
140,000 
216,000 
415,000 

1,159.000 

lennes.see. 

1,000 
1,000 
7,000 
3,000 

12,000 
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5,000 
17,000 
20,000 
21,000 
46,000 
140  000 
466,000 
520,000 
678,000 
868,000 
898,000 

3,679,000 

i 

Annexed  is  a  table  exh  biting  the  amount  of  gold  re- 
ceived from  the  gold  region  of  the  United  Slates,  an- 
nually, from  the  year  1824,  inclusive.  It  will  be  ob- 
served, that  the  progressive  incre:ise  in  the  amount  re- 
ceived from  that  quarter  is  less  conspicuous  within  the 
last  year.  This  results,  it  is  believed,  in  a  \ery  male- 
rial  degree,  from  the  attention  which  has,  during  that 
period,  been  directed  to  arrangements  for  working  the 
veins  from  whence  have  been  derived  those  superficial 
deposits  of  gold,  which,  being  most  obvious,  have 
heretofore  attracted  the  principal  regjrd.  Nothing 
has  occurred  to  weaken  the  impression  before  enter- 
tained as  to  the  exent  and  richness  of  the  gold  mines  | 
of  the  United  States,  but  much  to  confirm  the  C"nfi- 
dence  before  expressed,  not  merely  in  their  increasing 
productiveness,  but  in  their  permanency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

With  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAM.  MOORE, 

Director. 
The  Presmient  of  the  United  States. 
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Mr.  Chandler  presented  the  annexed  report  to  the 
Common  Council,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  joint  special  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  asking  that  Councils 
would  investigate  the  subject  of  a  canal  on  the  west 
side  of  Schuylkill  from  Fairmount  to  Mill  Creek  near 
Gray's  Ferry,  beg  leave  to — Report: 

1  hat  in  compliance  with  the  spirit  of  the  memorial, 
your  committee  gave  notice  of  their  readiness  to  hear 
what  could  be  advanced  as  evidence,  that  the  proposed 
canal  would  not  be  at  variance  with  the  City's  pros- 
perity; and  our  fellow  citizens,  Thomas  Kitteiaand 
Thomas  Mitchell,  F.sqrs,  the  former  as  council  for  the 
applicants,  and  the  latter  as  one  desirous  of  the  measure 
attended  the  meetings  of  the  committee,  and  took  part 
in  the  proceedings 

Your  commiltee  after  hearing  for  three  evenings,  tes- 
timony from  gentlemen  introduced  by  the  Triends  of 
the  proposed  canal,  have  come  to  the  conclusion, 
fuunded  as  well  upon  the  testimony  adduced,  as  from 
a  knowledge  of  the  yet  unimproved  capabilities  of  the 
wesiern  front  of  the  city  to  accommodate  addiliunal 
trade,  and  upon  an  appreciation  of  the  expenditure!*,  to 
the  public  and  private,  already  made  for  future  opera- 
tion'-, as  also  upon  the  claims  which  the  waier  woiks 
have  upon  the  ji  alous  regard  ef  these  Councds,  that  it 
is  tlie  doty  of  the  Councils,  not  to  change  the  course 
which  the)  have  pursued,  with  reference  to  the  propi  s- 
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ed  canal.    And  they  therefore  offer  the  following  reso- 
luiion: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  frim 
a  further  consideration  of  ihe  subject. 

JOSKPH  R.' CHANDLER, 

MERUIT   CANBY, 

RICHARD  PiilCE, 

.lAMES   BURK. 

The  undersigned,  constituting  the  minority  of  the 
Joint  Committee  of  the  Seltci  and  Common  Councils, 
appointed,  on  the  18lh  ult.,  to  investigate  the  merits 
of  the  application  to  the  Legislature  for  the  incor- 
poration of  a  company  to  construct  a  canal  un  the 
west  side  of  the  Schuylkill,  from  Fairmount  to  Mill 
Creek,  beg  leave  to  submit  their  views  in  relation 
to  it. 

Soon  after  the  organization  of  the  committee,  at  the 
request  of  various  persons  intere^ted  in  this  work,  :ind 
on  the  motion  of  one  of  the  committee,  leave  was  grant- 
ed to  all  persons  feeling  an  interest  in  the  scheme,  to 
submit  their  views  in  relation  thereto,  and  every  facility 
was  given  to  the  rtceiving  of  evidence,  either  lor  or 
against  the  work. 

Much  valuable  information  was  derived  from  persons 
connected  with  the  trade  on  the  Schuylkill,  and  ac 
quainted  with  the  character  of  the  projected  improve- 
ment, and  the  result  of  it  has  been,  on  the  minds  of  the 
undersigned,  a  conviction  that  the  work  is  one  calcu- 
lated greatly  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  trade  ol 
Philadelphia,  and  thereby  to  advance  the  prosperity  of 
our  ciiy.  They  are  also  of  opinion  that  these  results 
can  be  obtained  without  jeoparding  in  the  least  the 
great  interest  which  we  all  feel  in  the  security  of  our 
water  works,  as  to  either  the  abundance  or  the  purity 
of  their  supply  from  the  Schuylkill.  And  they  believe 
that  this  scheme  can  be  carried  into  execution  withnut 
materially  interfering  with  airy  of  the  real  interests  of 
the  city. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  importance  of  this  project, 
it  will  be  well  to  bear  in  mind  that  Ihe  tr-.ide  on  the 
Schujlkill  in  front  of  the  city  was,  so  late  as  the  year, 
1825,  confined  to  a  few  unimportant  object",  employ- 
ing only  vessels  of  the  smallest  size,  and  requiring  very 
little  wharf  accommodation;  but  that,  .-iince  tliat  period, 
a  trade  amounting  already  to  upwards  of  400,000  lous 
annually,  has  been  created.  Large  as  this  may  appear, 
it  is  but  tlie  forerunner  of  ih.it  which  our  city  will  soon 
command,  provided  a  judicious  foresight  prepares  the 
way  for  it,  by  affording  to  it  accommodations  comnien- 
Burate  wiih  its  grouing  magnitude  and  importance. — 
An  examination  of  ihc  progressive  increase  of  the  trade, 
shows  that  (with  two  temporary  except. ons  only,  re- 
sulting from  those  vicissitudes  to  which  all  commercial 
communities  are  liable)  the  inci  ease  in  the  later  >ears 
has  been  much  greater  than  in  the  first  years  of  this 
series.  The  whole  of  our  wharves  applicable  to  the 
purposes  of  shipment  are  now  in  doniand,  and  the  rents 
which  some  of  diem  yields,  would,  a  few  years  since, 
have  been  deemed  incredible. 

1  he  objects  which  are  brought  down  the  Schuylkill 
are  of  the  most  bulky  nature,  and  require  extensive  ac- 
commodations, while  their  low  price,  and  small  intrin- 
sic value,  render  it  desirable  that  they  should  be  sub- 
jected  to  as  small  a  tax  for  wharfage,  stor.ige,  &c.  as 
possible. 

•Ihe  evidence  submitted  to  the  committee,  establishes 
the  fact  that  the  coal  trade,  which  now  constitutes 
somewhat  more  than  half  the  business  done  on  the 
Schuylkill,  is  subjected  to  veiy  s.  lious  obstructions, 
such  as  are  avoided  by  companies  that  ship  their  coal 
from  depots  situated  elsewhere  than  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.  The  transfer  of  coal  from  canal  boats  to 
the  wharf,  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  Company,  at  Bristol, 
and  by  the  Delawareand  Hudson  Company  at  Rondout, 
IS  effected  with  great  ease;  boats  unload  in  a  canal  or 
basin  at  all  hours,  with  every  advantage  of  low  wharves, 


and  security  against  accidents.  On  the  Schuylkill,  the 
case  is  otherwise;  they  are  brought  down  into  tide  wa- 
ter, and  hauled  alongside  of  elevated  wharves,  con.. 
siructed  for  the  high  tides  of  tliat  river.  Ihis  circum- 
stance limits  the  unloading  to  a  few  hours,  probably  not 
more  than  three  in  each  tide;  and  ownei-s  desirous  of 
unloading  two  boats  in  twenty-four  hours,  at  Ihe  same 
place,  can  effect  this  object  only  by  having  the  work 
done  at  night,  with  all  the  objections  to  which  night 
work  is  liable.  From  this  cause,  boats  are  often  delay- 
ed from  one  to  five  days;  the  crews  disperse,  and  the 
operation  of  unloading,  which  elsewhere  is  done  by  the 
boats  crew,  is  here  entrusted  to  a  separate  class  of 
workmen,  who  charge  a  high  price  for  their  labor. — 
1  heir  charge  usually  amounting  to  three  dollars  per 
boat,  (averaging  forty-five  tons,)  or  about  6  2-3  cent* 
per  ton,  would  be  readily  taved,  could  the  crew  of  the 
boat  unload  immediately  on  tlieir  arrival,  as  they  do 
elsewhere.  The  arrangement  of  our  wharves  on  the 
Schuylkill  is  unfavor.-.ble  to  the  screening  and  handling 
of  coal,  prior  to  shipment.  It  is  easy  to  conceive  that  a 
more  favorable  disposition  could  be  obtained  by  means 
of  a  canal  elevated  six  feel  above  tide  water,  as  propos- 
ed by  the  petitioners,  the  effect  of  which  would  be 
to  facilitate  the  screening  of  coal  on  permanent  screens 
and  to  avoid  at  least  one,  and  in  some  cases  two  hand- 
lings of  the  coal,  and  all  the  waste  by  breakage  incident 
upon  the  same.  Each  handling  of  coal  may  be  estimat- 
ed at  from  eight  to  ten  cents,  and  the  waste  at  about  ten 
cents  per  ton. 

The  freight  from  Pottsville  to  Philadelphia,  last  year, 
averaged  about  one  dollar  per  ton  assuming  twelve 
days  as  the  duration  of  a  trip,  and  the  average  deten- 
tion on  the  Schuylkill,  below  Fairmount  dam,  to  be 
about  two  days,  (which  estimate  accords  with  the  evi- 
dence of  competent  and  respectable  witnesses,)  it  fol- 
low s  that  on  a  load  of  forty-five  tons  of  coal,  during  the 
last  year,  the  b<i.at's  crew  earned  at  the  rate  ofg3  75 
per  day;  and  that  an  improvement  calculated  to  reduce 
the  length  of  the  trip  by  two  days,  would  have  elTected 
a  reduction  of  freights  of  about  $7  50  per  boat  load,  or 
about  .seventeen  cents  per  ton.  If  Ihe  trip  wete  per- 
formed in  ten  days,  as  stated  in  evidence,  the  daily 
earnings  would  be  §4  50,  and  the  saving  twenty  cents 
per  ton.  At  present,  the  boats  lie  in  the  river,  and  are 
exposed  to  considerable  injury,  and  some  risk,  from  the 
fluctu  .tions  ol  tide,  and  from  the  heavy  swells  on  the 
Schuylkill  during  stormy  weather.  Abundant  proof 
exists  that  boats  have  been  sunk  between  Fairmount 
ilam  and  the  city  wharves;  and  in  some  cases  even  tho.se 
that  were  fastened  to  wharves,  have  been  eiidant;ered 
by  occasional  high  tide,  and  south-westeriy  storms,  or 
by  heavy  floods  in  the  river. 

From  all  these  facts  tbe  committee  conclude  that  the 
reduction  of  charges  on  the  coal  trade  which  would  re- 
sult from  the  execution  of  such  a  canal,  would  be  equi- 
valent, as  has  been  stated  in  evidence,  to  from  forty  to 
fifty  cents  per  ton,  while  the  facilities  which  it  would 
give  for  the  expansion  of  the  trade,  would  be  very 
greatly  enhanced. 

That  this  result  is  a  desirable  one,  will  sufficiently 
appear  when  we  consider  the  very  uncertain  character 
of  that  trade,  now  in  its  infancy,  but  which,  if  duly  fa- 

\  vored,  is  destined  to  impart  to  our  state  a  degree  of 
wealth  and  importance  unequalled  by  any  state   in  the 

I  Union.  And  it  behooves  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
seriously  to  reflect  upon  the  fact,  that  by  the  industry 

I  and  enterprise  of  our  neighbors,  two  of  the  three  large 

j  depots  of  anthracite  coal  in  Pennsylvania  are  now  made 
to  pour  their  wealth  directly  into  the  city  of  New  York. 
Short  as  has  been  the  period  since  the  first  applicatioi^ 
of  mining  to  the  large  depots  of  Pennsylvania,  we  have 
already  witnessed  the  order  of  nature  evidently  twice 
made  to  yield  to  the  enterprise  of  man,  and  the  product 
of  our  state  directed  from  its  natural  channel  to  a  new 
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The  valleys  of  the  Lackawanna  and  of  the  Lehigh, 
which  at  one  time  were  thought  to  be  the  unailienable, 
ai  they  were  the  natural  tributaries  of  the  Delaware, 
are  now  sending  their  produce  di'ectly  to  New  York. 
The  coal  of  the  former  crosses  the  Delaware  at  Car- 
penter's Point,  to  seek  a  distant  market!  and  that  ot 
the  Lehigh  crossing  the  same  stream  at  Easton,  or  at  a 
lower  point,  will  by  means  of  the  Morris  Canal,  but 
especially  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  seek  a 
foreign  market.  While  our  citizens  are  lulled  into 
security,  our  neighbors  have  been  active  in  executing 
works  by  which  nearly  one  half  of  the  coal  of  Penn- 
sylvania will  pass  away  for  ever  from  our  markets  to 
theirs.  It  is  true  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  check  their 
operations  and  lo  promote  the  success  of  our  commerce. 
We  m:iy  by  increasing  the  facilities  of  the  Schuylkill 
trade,  and  reducing  the  charges  upon  it,  bring  the  coal 
of  the  Schuylkill  into  market,  on  more  favorable  terms, 
than  those  upon  which  the  New  York  merchants  can 
receive  that  of  other  depots  by  their  canals;  and  it  is 
unquestionably  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
tu  du  so  if  she  values  the  extensive  coasting  trade, 
and  the  influx  of  foreign  capital  which  the  produce 
of  Schuylkill  county  can  be  made  to  procur*  lor 
her. 

The  undersigned  are  further  of  opinion  that  as  soon 
as  the  trade  upon  the  Pennsylvania  Canals  shall  have 
been  created,  as  it  must  very  soon  be,  I  lie  demand  for 
wharf  accommodation  on  the  Schuylkill,  fur  depots  of 
grain  ami  country  produce,  will  be  immense.  The  in- 
crease from  this  source  alone  in  the  ensuing  ten  years, 
will  probably  surpass,  certainly  equal  that  which  we 
have  witnessed  fiom  the  coal  trade  in  the  last  ten  years. 
If  the  twenty  two  millions  of  dollars  which  the  State 
has  invested  in  her  public  works,  and  the  five  millions 
expended  by  the  Union  Canal  Company,  and  by  the 
Schuylkill  Navigation  Company,  are  ever  to  yield,  as 
we  doubt  not  they  will  soon  do,  ample  fruits,  it  must  be 
by  carrying  upon  the  Schuylkill  a  trade  of  immense 
extent,  requiring  the  most  expanded  accommodations. 
Already  we  have  witnessed  the  existing  warehouses  on 
that  river  crowded  with  goods  destined  for  the  interior 
and  with  the  return  cargoes  of  flour,  grain,  &c.  If 
moreover,  we  consider  that  all  the  Schuylkill  coal  re- 
quired for  the  city  consumption,must  always  be  landed 
on  this  side  of  the  river,  we  need  entertain  no  appre- 
hension that  the  execution  of  the  canal  on  the  west  side 
will  materially  affect  the  value  of  our  city  front  on  the 
Schuylkill. 

We  will  not  pause  to  inquire  into  the  direct  advanta- 
ges which  the  city  might  deiive  from  this  increased  fa- 
c  lity  to  the  coal  trade,  arising  out  of  the  large  and 
valuable  tracts  of  Anthracite  and  Bituminous  coal  lands 
bequeathed  to  her  by  Stephen  Girard,  and  Elias 
Boudinot;  but  we  will  call  the  attention  of  Councils  to 
the  great  value  which  the  new  Almshouse  property  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Schuylkill  would  acquire.  It  is  in 
evidence  before  the  committee  that  the  front  of  that 
property  on  the  Schuylkill  could  be  immediately  con- 
verted into  depots  for  the  shipping  of  coal,  producing 
a  large  income  to  the  city,  if  rented,  or  greatly  reduc- 
ing the  amount  of  debt  on  that  property  if  sold. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  city  proper  has 
a  large  imerest,  say  from  one  half  to  two  thirds,  in  the 
property  and  debts  of  the  corporation  of  the  Guardians 
of  the  Poor,  that  the  expense  of  erecting  the  new  Alms- 
house, including  the  purchase  of  the  land,  does  not  fall 
much  short  of  one  million  of  dollars,  and  that  the  tax 
upon  the  city  for  the  support  of  the  poor  now  rises  as 
high  as  thirty  four  cents  in  the  one  hundred  dollars. — 
The  projected  canal  would  pass  through  this  property, 
for  a  distance  of  not  less  than  4000  feet,  enabling  the 
city  to  relieve  itself  by  its  advanced  value  fiom  a  very 
heavy  burthen. 

Indeed,  the  advantages  which  would  result  to  the 
city  from  the  execution  of  this  work  appears  to  us  so 
direct  and  palpable,  tlxat  nothing  but  a  well  grounded 


apprehension  that  they  might  be  accompanied  by  other 
consequences  of  an  injurious  character,  can  justify  an 
opposition  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  city. 

The  objections  which  have  been  raised  lo  it  are: 

1st.   Its  effec;  upon  the  Water  Works  at  Fairmount. 

2d.  Its  injurious  tendency  as  regards  ihe  health  of 
the  county. 

3d.  The  withdrawal  of  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
from  the  city  to  West  Philadelphia. 

4th.  The  reduction  in  the  value  of  our  wharf  proper- 
ty on  the  Schuylkill.  This  last  objection  we  have 
already  expressed  our  belief  is  unfounded.  The  first 
of  these  would,  undoubtedly,  be  the  most  serious,  if  it 
were  well  founded;  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  under- 
signed, there  is  no  reasonable  ground  for  apprehen- 
sion. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  reduction  in  the  waters  of 
the  Schu)lkill,  occasioned  by  the  construction  of  this 
canal,  would  endanger  the  supply  of  the  city.  If  this 
opinion  had  not  been  advanced  by  gentlemen  of  known 
experience  and  judgment,  the  undersigned  would 
scarcely  have  credited  that  such  an  apprehension  could 
be  entertained;  and  even  now,  with  great  deference  lo 
tlie  judgment  of  others,  they  can  scarcely  forbear  view- 
ing il  as  one  of  the  evidences  of  that  nervousness  with 
which  every  thing  connected  with  the  Fairmount  Water 
Works  is  usually  considered.  Assuming  Ihe  canal  to 
be  two  and  a  half  miles  long,  thirty  feel  wide  at  bottom, 
with  a  water  surface  of  forty-five  feet,  and  a  depth  of 
five  feet,  it  will  be  found  that  its  capacity  is  equal  to 
2,475,000  cubic  feet;  and  its  surface  594,000  square 
(eet.  1  he  locks  of  the  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company 
at  Fairmount,  are  eighty  feet  long,  nine  feet  lift,  and 
their  width  is  in  one  lock  fourteen  feel,  in  the  other 
seventeen  feet — giving  for  the  average  capacity  of  the 
locks  11,160  cubic  feet.  So  that  Ihe  whole  capacity 
of  the  canal  would  fall   short  of  222   locks   full  of 

It  was  proved  before  the  committee  by  evidence  of 
an  experienced  engineer  in  the  service  of  the  Naviga- 
tion Company,  that  it  is  a  large  allowance  lo  suppose 
that  the  loss  of  water  in  the  canal  by  leakage  and  eva- 
poration, would,  after  the  second  year  from  its  comple- 
tion, amount  to  forty-five  cubic  feet  per  minute  per 
mile.  At  this  rate,  the  total  loss  by  leakage  and  eva- 
poration daily,  on  the  whole  canal,"would  be  162,000 
cubic  feet,  or  less  than  fifteen  locks  full  daily;  audit 
would  require  upwards  of  fifieen  days  for  the  water  to 
waste  away,  if  no  additional  supply  were  introduced.-^™ 
This  is  taken  from  Ihe  experience  upon  123  miles  or- 
more  on  the  New  York  canal.  On  the  Ohio  canal  two 
experiments  made  by  this  engineer,  the  one  on  nine, 
the  other  on  forty  miles,  gave  for  resnlts  a  loss  of  thir- 
teen cubic  feet  in  the  first,  and  of  twenty  five  cubiC: 
feet  in  the  second  per  minute  per  mile;  which  would 
greatly  reduce  the  danger  of  waste  of  water  fi-om  the 
making  of  this  work. 

But  even  admitting  the  largest  loss  which  we  have 
heard  of,  that  which  look  place  on  the  long  levels,  with 
extensive  embankments,  of  the  New  York  Canal,  during 
the  first  year  or  two  after  its  being  opened,  and  before 
it  might  be  said  to  be  perfected,  even  then  the  loss  is 
far  from  considerable.  In  this  extreme  case  it  is  stated 
at  70  cubic  feet  per  minute,  per  mile;  which  would 
amount  on  the  projected  canal  to  252,000  cubic  feet 
per  day,  equivalent  to  less  than  23  locks  full,  and  re- 
quire near  ten  days  for  the  canal  to  empty  itself  entirely 
by  this  means,  if  all  access  of  water  were  stopped.  A 
short  calculation  from  these  data  proves  that  even  at 
this  extreme  rate  of  loss,  the  total  consumption  of  water 
by  evaporation  and  leakage  would  during  the  whole 
season  of  navigation,  scarcely  exceed  half  the  amount 
of  water  now  consumed  for  lockage,  even  admitting 
that  the  arrangement  of  business  were  such  that  every 
chamber  full  of  water  that  is  now  wasted  passed  two 
boats,  one  ascending  and  the  other  descending.  Ao- 
cordioj  to  the  evidence  submitted  by  a  gentleman  of 
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scientific  acquirements  wlio  was  examined  before  tlie 
Committee,  the  wliole   daily  evaporation  on  two  and  a 
half  miles  of  tlie  canal,  taken  at    the  maximum  of  the  ] 
results  recorded  by    philosophers,   would  be  only   half 
the  capacity  of  one  of  the  chambers  of  the    locks  at 
Fairmount — a  result  so   small,   that  after  making  the  i 
largest  allowances  for  differences  of  climate  or  errors  of 
experimentors,  the   quantity   is   scarcely  deserving   of 
notice.      The  evidence  of  persons   familiar  with   the  j 
ground,  over  which  the  canal    would  pass,  clearly  es-  ■ 
tablishes  that,  with  due  care,    a  very  prood  and  water- 
tight work  can  be  constructed.     T  he  blue  clay  which 
is  found  on  part,  if  not  on  the  whole  of  the  line,  is  dc-- 
clared  by  conipetent  judges  to  be  almost  impervious  to 
water:  wherever  the  canal  passes  through  it,  no  leak- 
age could  lake  place;  and  where   it  does  not  occur,  it 
could  be  readily  broughtto  the  spot  so  as  to  m^ke  the 
work  water  tight.     But   it   is  easy  to  secure  ourselves 
against  all   losses  by  introducing  a  clause  in  the  Bill,  I 
directing  that    gates  should   be  placed  at    Fairmount,  i 
under  the  control  of  an  officer  appointed  by  the  city,  to 
be  closed  whenever  a  scarcity  of  water  in  the  P'airmount  ' 
dam,  or  the  leaky  coidi'.icn  o  fthe  Caaal  below,  would 
produce  an  apprehension  of  an  insufficient  supply  for 
the  city   Water    Works.     To   this   and  oiher  salutary 
restrictions  it  is  understood  that  the   applicants   would 
cheerfully  assent. 

It  has  bef.n  urged  at  this  work  would  impair  the 
pur  ty  of  the  Schu)lkill  Water.  It  is  difficult  to  con- 
ceive how  the  water  above  Fairmount  Dam  on  the  east  | 
side  of  the  Schuylkill  could  be  affected  by  the  opera-  ! 
tions  of  a  coal  trade  on  a  Canal  two  miles  below  the  i 
dam  on  the  west  side.  The  opponents  of  the  work  i 
have  chosen  to  place  themselves  upon  the  horns  of  a  1 
dilemma  on  which  we  will  leave  them.  Either  the  canal  ! 
will  be  tight,  in  which  case  there  will  be  no  waste  of  \ 
water;  or  if  it  be  leaky  so  as  to  endanger  the  supply  of' 
the  City,  the  water  in  the  canal  cannot  form  the  stag- 1 
nant  pool  which  it  has  been  represented  to  be.  The  I 
flow  through  the  canal  can  always  be  regulatej  by  the  i 
Ciiy  Authorities,  and  unless  there  were  a  return- 
ing tide  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  part  of  the 
Canal,  which  is  impossible,  the  impurities  which 
would  arise  from  the  occupation  of  it  by  boats 
could  not  be  carried  back  to  the  wheels  at  Fairmount. 
It  is,  however,  easy  to  foresee  that  if  facilities  are  not 
given  to  the  Coal  Trade  to  establish  itself  on  the 
Schuylkill  below  the  dam,  it  will  occupy  the  pool  itsi  If 
above  Fairmount.  and  contaminate  the  waters  at  that  : 
spot.  By  means  of  the  Penn  fownship  rail  road,  coal 
Imded  at  this  place  can  be  shipped  with  little  expense  I 
on  the  Delaware;  and  by  other  schemes  now  in  agita-  ; 
tion,  it  may  from  the  same  spot  be  taken  bv  Rail  Koad 
to  landings  at  the  mouth  of  the  Schuylkill,  where  it  i 
might  without  any  manual  labour  be  screened  and  trans-  I 
ferred  from  the  Cars  to  the  vessels  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade.  How  far  either  of  these  outlets  to  the  i 
Coal  Trade  may  be  opened  before  .ong,  the  undersign- 1 
ed  will  not  venture  to  decide;  but  they  will  express 
their  firm  conviction  that  in  either  case  the  accumub- 1 
tion  of  filth  in  the  pool  above  Fairmount  would  serious-  I 
ly  affect  the  ch:.racter  of  the  water  used  by  our  citizens. 
The  iLijurious  tendency  of  the  canal  on  the  west  side 
of  the  Schuylkill  upon  the  health  of  the  vicinity,  has  ' 
been  urged  with  great  zeal;  but,   in  the  opinion  of  the  '• 

undersigned,    with   more   speciousness   than   truth I 

They  are  inclined  to  adopt  the  opinion  of  an  experienc- 
ed physician  of  our  city,  that  the  canal  would,  if  pro-  ' 
perly  construoted,  rather  be  salutary  than  otherwise,  as 
it  would  act  as  a  drain,  and  lead  to  the  recovery  of  the 
marshes  that  he  on  the  west  side  of  the  Schuylkill.  As  ' 
soon  as  the  canal  is  made,  those  marshes  will  be  re-  ' 
claimed,  the  river  embanked,  and  what  is  now  a  source  [ 
of  miasmata,  will  be  converted  into  an  active  scene  of  I 
heahh  and  business.  As  atiempts  have  been  m»de  to  ! 
create  an  impression  that  the  sewer  from  the  Almshouse 
would  discharge-  its  conients  into  the  canal,  the  under- 


signed deem  it  proper  to  state  that  the  nature  of  the 
ground  would  forbid  the  execution  of  such  a  scheme, 
if  other  causes  did  not  operate  against  so  repulsive  a 
thought.  The  sewer  of  the  Almshouse  will  pass  se- 
veral feet  under  the  bottom  of  the  canal.  It  would  be 
arched  over,  and  entirely  concealed  from  sight. 

3d.  The  withdrawal  of  a  portion  of  the  population  of 
the  city  to  the  vicinity  of  the  canal  has  been  alleged 
as  one  of  the  evils  to  flow  from  this  work.  The  un- 
dersigned do  not  view  it  as  likely  to  produce  such  a 
result.  The  business  on  this  side  of  the  Schu>IUill  will 
always  be  active,  and  require  the  labour  of  the  same 
population  that  now  works  there-  A  new  impulse 
would  be  given  to  the  trade  of  the  city,  and  any  in- 
crease of  population  required  by  West  Philadelphia 
will  be  drawn  from  other  sources.  At  any  rate,  the 
traders  in  coal  will  always  find  it  desirable  for  them  to 
reside  in  the  city,  near  to  the  centre  of  commercial 
transactions.  The  canal  will  only  attract  the  class  of 
persons  actually  engaged  in  handling  the  coal.  If  the 
canal  he  not  made,  the  same  population  will  be  re- 
quired in  Spring  Garden  and  Penn  Township,  or  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  the  undersigned  cannot 
discover  how  the  circumstance  of  their  leaving  West 
Philadelphia  would  impair  the  prosperity  of  the  city 
proper.  The  latter  may  be  considered  as  the  heart, 
the  former  as  the  limbs,  and  whatever  produces  a 
healthy  growth,  and  thriving  at  the  extremities  must 
always  promote  strength  and  healthy  action  at  the  cen- 

The  undersigned  have  thus  attemped  to  consider  the 
advantages  and  disadvantages  ascribed  to  this  scheme. 
They  may  be  niist.iken  in  their  views,  but  the  result  of 
a  long  acquaintance  with  the  Schuylkill  trade,  and  of 
a  laboriou>  investigation  of  this  subject,  is,  that  the  pro- 
posed scheme  is  one  which,  far  from  m  litatingwith  the 
real  interests  of  the  city,  will  advance  them;  that  it  isa 
work  called  for  by  the  present  exigencies  of  the  coal 
trade;  that  If  it  be  not  executed  now,  other  schemes 
less  beneficial  to  the  city  will  prosper  at  its  expense; 
but  that  this  work,  sooner  or  later,  must  and  will  be 
done.  That  it  is  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  Phila- 
delphia, as  well  as  to  that  of  the  state  at  large.  They 
regret  that  the  votes  of  Councils,  both  during  the  last 
and  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  indicate  an  op- 
position to  this  scheme;  they  respectfully  suggest  that 
the  voice  of  the  city  should  be  heard  as  seldom  as  pos- 
sible in  the  councils  of  the  slate  in  opposition  to  the 
great  Interests  of  the  commonwealth.  This  opposition 
should  be  reserved  for  cases  alone  which  :<re  of  vital 
importance  to  the  city.  Such  a  case  they  believe  does 
not  now  present  itself.  As  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee have  not  deemed  it  expedient  to  report  the  infor- 
mation submitled  to  them,  the  undersigned  have  anns  x- 
ed  what,  after  comparison  with  their  own  notes,  they 
believe  to  be  an  accurate  statement  of  the  evidence, 
with  two  written  communications.  They  report  thi  m 
in  order  that  any  member  of  Council  desirous  to  do  so, 
may  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  them  for  himself. 
(Signed) 

WM.  H.  KEATING, 
MANUEL  EYRE. 


MINE   HILL   AND    SCHUYLKILL   HAVEN   R.ML 

ROAD   COMPANY. 
The  Fiesident   and   Managers  of  the   Mine    Hill   and 

Schuylkill  Haven   Rail    Koad    Company,  respectfully 

submit  the  following  as  their  annual  Report   to   the 

Stockholders: 

There  have  been  transported  during  the  past  year 
over  the  Company's  road  41,529  tons  (,f  coal,  and  1,087 
tons  of  miscellaneous  tonnage — the  toll  un  which  amount 
to  ^9,326  24.  1  he  expenditures  during  the  same  pe- 
riod have  been  as  follows:  On  account  of  repairs,  $2312 
58;  salaries  and  incidentals,  SUSS  65;  permanent  im.. 
provemciits,  $3017   19, 
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We  have  no  hesitalion  in  predicting  that  navigation 
may  be  recummenced  by  the  23d  of  February,  which 
will  be  more  than  five  weeks  earlier  ihan  the  time  at 
which,  the  Wheeling  editor  said,  the  Canal  usually 
opened — making  adifferpnce  of  thirteen  weeks  in  the 
term  of  interruption. — Pitlsburirit  Gaz- 

Collectors  Office,  ? 

Allegheny,  W.  D.  Fa.   Canal,  Jan.  3,  1835.5 

Whole    amount   received   from  Nov.  1, 

1834,  as  per  last  weekly  statement. 
Amount  received  in  the  week  ending  Jan. 

2,  1835, 


g!3,115  45i 
32  89 


On  the  first  of  January,  1835,  the  shares  of  capital 
stock  issued  amounted  to  $122,450,  to  which  must  be 
a  Ided  the  mortgages  and  obligations,  §61,000,  making 
atolal..f«183,45l». 

By  the  preceding  sLitcment  it  will  be  seen  that  there 
has  been  this  year  a  gre.at  diminution  of  the  Company's 
business,  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the  managers, 
and  the  views  entertained  in  their  last  report.  This 
resiill  is  to  be  ascribed  chiefly   to   the  emliarrassmcnts 

which  have  so  generally  prevailed,  by  which  some  of 
the  operators  on  the  road  were  obliged  to  withdraw 
from  the  busim  ss.  and  partially  to  the  surplus  stock  of 
coal  on  hand  tit  the  close  of  the  last  season. 

It  will  also  be  seen  from  the  statement  submitted, 
th.at  the  item  of  repairs  has  been  materially  increased. 
In  regard  to  thi<  subject,  it  was  stated  in  the  last  annual 
repo-t,  "  I  he  experience  of  the  past   year  has  shown 

that  the  increased  amount  of  transport.ation  on  the  rail 

road  to  Schuylkill  Haven  from  the  junction  where  the 

coal  trade  of  the  west  and  west-wesl  branches  unites, will 

expose  the  heavy  (descending)  track  of  that  section  of 

the  road  to  an  earlier  deterioration  than  any  other  part 

of  it."     It  was  at  the  s.ame  time  stated  that  the  Board  j  

had  in  consideration  the  best  manner  of  improving  or  |      Amount  of  Coal  sold  on  the  line  of  the  Canal   be- 

renewing  that  portion  of  the  road.   The  managers  have  J  tween   this  place   and    Philadelphia,  in  the  following 

now  the  satisfaction  of  informing  the  stockholders  that  '  years — 

as  an  experiment  a  single  track  of  iron   edge    rails  ex-  '       1826 

tending  fifteen  hundr.:d  feet,  has  been  laid  on  the  pre-         1827 

sent  sleepers.  1828 

From  experience  thus  obtained,  it  appears  to  be  the  i       1829 

most  judicious  plan  for  efficiency  and  permanency  that         ■•o^" 


Whole  amount  received  to  Jan.  3, 1835,        $3,148  34J 


10  boats  cleared,  having  tonnage 
For.  tonnage  received  from  the  East, 


Total  t 


;  of  the  week, 


lbs.  444,4ir 


can  >)e  adopted.  It  can  be  executed  in  detail  so  as 
greatly  to  reduce  the  annual  repairs,  and  without  creat- 
ing a  burthen  to  the  stockholders.  The  cost  of  this  im- 
provement, included  under  the  head  of  permanent  im- 
provements, was  §1213  72. 

AS  regards  the  prospects  of  the  approaching  season, 
the  managers,  notwithstanding  the  discouragements  of 
the  pa^t  year,  cannot  but  entertain  confident  expecta- 
tions of  very  favorable  residts.     The  supply  of  anthra 


Extra — Wood,  40§  cords;  Boards,  400;  Passengers, 


3,154  tons. 
3,372 
3,322 
5,321 


1831 
1832 

1833 
1834 


10,048 
13,429 
19,432 
18,  .572 
Miners'  Journal. 

60  acres  in  what  is  termed  the  "Spohn 
situated  from   two    and  a   half  to  three 


coal  from   all  regions  this  year,  is   less   by  about  '  ""'"from  the  landings.     There  is   one    vein    of  Coal 
"-■''  ■     ■:  about  seven  feet  in  thickness  which 


through  the 
four  feet  in 
ckness  running  some  distance  under  the  seven  feet 
there  will  be  no  surplus  on  hand.        "       "      "  \  ^■^'»-     '''^^  '','•"«="'  proprietor   paid   5S16,000  for   the 

Should  this,  so  highly  probable,  be  the  case,  a  fresh  P'^jieviy,  and  expended  about  §2000  ,n  improvements 
impulse  will  be  given  to  the  coal  trade  ;  espedallv  as  f -'"»'^:"5  S18,000.  He  has  mined  out  of  the  tract 
Ihise  causes  no^  longer  exist,  which,  during  the  'past  |  f,''""^  2U,000  tons  of  coal-sold  the  property,  after  all 
year,  have  so  aflTected  its  prosperity  in  common  with  |  "'^=?-'\'_''  r'''"l°_"' ,*^°^L'l!=.""'^"'^^^'' '°'  '»•''.'» 
other  branches  of  industry. 


118,000  tons  than  that  of  the  last   year;  and    there    .o  .      .      ,  nnr.        j  i 

every  reason  to  believe,  from  the  increased  consump-  \  ^ZlT/J^T2l  TZh'^"! 
tion,  that  at  the  commencement  of  spring  operations, 


-and  has  been  offered  $8,000  for  the  coal  yet  remain- 
As  an  index  of  the  expansion  of  the  company's  busi- ,  '"^''VaVn^  ^^""V'^^  "'^'^  '^^■^''  ^"PPO^ed  to  ex- 

ness,  and  the  capabilities  of  the   road,  thi   subjoined    "^^^  ^O.OOO  tons.-Aii 

statement  of  operations  since  it  was  opened  for  trade  is  j 


furnished: 

(  Conl  and  Miscellaneous. ) 
Tolls  received  in  1831,     $2,563  03,     on 
Do.  do.         '32,     14,803  07,     on 

•    Do.         do.         '33,     17,193  39,     on 
While  the  tolls,  from  causes  expla 
the  year  1834,  to  only   §9,326  24, 
42,616 


LAKE  ERIE. 


The 


.,,J59tons.  I    f  "',".'V'7a";™,""  '"""^  E,\e,thirtf/-four  steam  boats, 
66,120  tons,     "f  which   M,r/y-?a'0  are  owned  m   the  United   Slates, 
and  over  loU  brigs,   schooners  and  sloops,  besides   a 
large  number   which  belong  on  lake  Ontario   and  the 


72,072 t 


a  tonnage   of 


Lawrence,  but  trade  regularly  with  the  pons 
this  and  the  upper  lakes.     The  s'eamboats  are 


-.  .,        r       !_   ,•        .u  1        •       c   J  I  fined  almost  exclusively  to  the  conveying  of  passene-ers. 

The  managers  therefore  believe  themselves  justified    3,  ^  hich  they  find  constant  and  profitable  employment 

the  business  of    ju,;ng  the  season  of  navigation.  '     ^  ' 


for  the  reasons  stated,  in  estimating  tha 
the  next  season  will  exceed  that  of  the  year  1833. 
Onbehalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 
(Signed) 

TIMOTHY  Y.  CALDWELL,  President 
Philadephia,  Jan.  8tli,  1835. 


PENNSYLVANIA  CANAL. 
The  following  exhibits  the  business  on  the  Canal,  at 
Allegheny,  up  to  the  2d  of  January,  1835,  on  which 
day  the  Canal  was  closed  by  ice  — This  was  almost 
eight  weeks  later  than  the  period  at  which.the  Wheel- 
ing editor  said,. the  Canal  usually  closed. 


About  four-fifths  of  the  business  of  the  boats  is  done 
1  in  their  trips  up  the  lake.  Of  course  over  one  half  of 
the  passengers  westward  remain  to  populate  the  vast 
]  region,  beyond  the  lakes.  Of  the  actual  emigration 
westward,  it  is  calculated  that  less  than  one  half  go  by 
steam  boats,  the  remainder  making  their  journey  by 
land  or  on  board  the  numerous  other  vessels  which  are 
fitted  up  in  good  style  for  comf -rt  and  pleasure.  The 
emigration  westward,  through  and  by  this  place,  during 
the  past  year,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  100,000 
persons.  This  number  added  to  the  hitherto  immense 
population  of  those  regions,  and  the  prospect  of  a  nro- 
gressive  increase  of  emigration  annually  for  many  years 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[Jauuibt 


to  come.ought  to  awaken  the  attention  of  Pennsylvania 
to  the  importance  of  speedily  providing  a  communica- 
tion of  her  own,  which  shall  afford  her  citizens  an  op- 
portunity to  compete  for  the  immense  trade  thus  open- 
ed and  demanding  an  outlet  to  the  Atlantic— -En'e  06- 


From  the  M'Kean  Co.  Journal,  of  Dec.  23,  1834. 
Mr.  Chadwick— I  have  raised  this  season  from  two 
bushels  and  one  third  sowing,  (allowing  two  bushels  to 
the  acre,)  seventy  five  bushels  Barley  Oats,  weighmg 
30  pounds  to  the  bushel.  The  land  on  which  they  grew 
has  been  cropped  for  five  years  in  succession  without 
any  manure.— Some  of  the  stalks  measured  six  and  a 
half  feet  in  length. 

^  IRA  H.   CURTIS. 


Keating  Township,  M'Kean  Co.  7 
December  18,  1834.         3 


TATL0B3TII.I.E  DELAWARE  BRIDGE. — We  Icam  that 
this  Bridge  is  now  finished  in  a  very  neat  and  substantial 
manner,  and  that  it  was  formally  thrown  open  for  cross- 
ing, by  the  Directors  of  the  Company  on  New  Year's 
day.  It  will  be  a  great  accommodation  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  New  Jersey  as  well  as  this  state, 
being  tlie  only  bridge  over  the  Delaware  river  between 
Trenton  and  New  Hope.  We  do  not  know  the  rates 
of  Toll,  but  have  understood  that  from  the  favorable 
terms  upon  which  the  bridge  has  been  built  that  the  Di- 
rectors will  be  able  to  place  tlie  charges  for  toll  at  a 
very  moderate  rate. — Bucks  Co.  Intel, 

STEAM  BOAT  NAVIGATION. 
A  gentleman  in  business,  has   politely   furnished    us 

with  the  fiUowing  list  of  arrivals  and  departures  of  steam 

boats  at  and  from   the  port  of   Pittsburgh,  during  the 

year  1834,  viz: 

Between  Pittsburgh,  Louisville,  Nashville, 

'*     St.  Louis,  and  New  Orleans,  822 

•'     Pittsburgh  and  Brownsville,  718 

"     Pittsburgh  and  Beaver,  612 

"     Pittsburgh  and  WellsviUe,  82 

1634 


APPOINTMENTS  BY  THE  MAYOR. 

Cili/  Solicitor. 
Edward  Olmstead. 
City  Commissioners. 
Adam  Traqnair,  Pesident      Samuel  Harmstad 
William  Parries  Thomas    K.    Wallace,     in 

[place  of  Ihos.  Estlack,  resigned- 
Collectors  of  Water  Rents. 
James  Hickey  Armon  Davis 

City  Clerk. 
Robert  H.  Smith. 
Mayor's  Clerk 
'  John  B.  Kenney. 

High  Constables. 
John  M'Clean  Willis  H.  Blaney 

Samuel  P.  Garrigues  William  Mandry 

Suptrintendants  for  cleansing  the  city. 

Robert  Palton  James  M'Intyre. 

Clerks  of  High  Street  Market. 

Peter  Conrad  James  Spicer. 

Clerk  of  Second  Street  Market. 

Henry  B.  GiUingham. 

Captain  of  the  City  ffatch. 

Robert  R  Bell. 


Carders  on  Drawbtidge. 
Jacob  Lawrence  Thomas  Doughlon. 

Faccine  Physicians. 
Dr.  James  M'Clintock  Dr.  Jeremiah  M'Cready 

Dr.  Wm.  S.  Zantzinger         Dr.  J.  Duuott. 

Collectors  of  Vaccine  cases. 
James  Kerr.  S.  W.  Distiict  Thomas  Porter,  N.  E.  Dis 
James  Gladding  S.  E.  "      JohnM.  Fernsler,  N.  W.  " 

STATEMENT, 

Showing  the  amount  of  Paper  each  Bank  in  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  has  in  circulation,  in  Bills  of  the 
denomina'tion  of  FIVE  DOLLARS,  as  reported,  to 
the  Auditor  General  of  ibis  Commonwealth,  from  the 
20th  of  December,  1834,  to  the  9th  day  of  January, 
1835. 
Bank  of  Northumberland,  g73,965 
Wyoming  Bank,  at  Wilkesbarre,  17,085 
Lebanon  Bank,  27,400 
Kensington  Bank,  Philadelphia,  44,700 
Bank  ot  Germantown,  17,990 
Girard  Bank,  75,245 
Bank  of  Montgomery  County,  30,215 
Fanners'  Bank  of  Lancaster,  33,165 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Philadelphia,  57,275 
Bank  of  Penn  Township,  47.005 
.Mnyamensing  Bank,  42,900 
Southwark  Hank,  38  545 
Hank  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  59,924 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Reading,  61,525 
Merchants'  and  Manufacturers'  Bank  of  Pitts- 
burg, 96,000 
York  Bank,  24,155 
Bank  of  Chester  county,  34,755 
Miner's  Bank  of  Pottsville,  30,820 
Bank  of  Chambersburg,  35,000 
Doylestown  Bank  of  Buck's  County,  26,330 
Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Phila- 
delphia, 61,365 
Bank  of  Penns\  Ivania,  199,940 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Philadelphia,  52,375 
Columbia  Bridge  Company,  15,000 
Bank  ot  Pittsburg,  136,950 
Monongahela  Bank  of  Brownsville,  47,5i0 
Erie  Bank,  24,730 
Bank  of  Gettysburg,  17,245 
Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  51,375 
Philadelphia  Bank,  59,000 
Bank  of  Delaware  County,  12,000 
Harrisburg  Bank,  71,000 
Bank  of  Middletown,  31,985 
Farmers'  Bank  of  Bucks  County,  19,060 
Schuylkill  Bank,  106,850 
Northampton  Bank,  87,885 
Western  Bank  of  Philadelphia,  71,560 
Easton  Bank,  84,000 
Lancaster  Bank,  29,585 

^2,014,525 

DANIEL  STURGEON. 
Auditor  General's  Office,     ? 


January  12,  1835. 


HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  members  of  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylv«- 
nia  are  informed  that  the  Annual  Meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Philosophical  Hall  over  the  Atlienseum,  on  Mon- 
day evening,  February  2d,  at  7  o'clock.  The  atten- 
dance of  the  members  is  particularly  requested. 

J    R.  TYSON,  Sec'ry. 
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For  the  Register. 
NOTES  ON  CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

FUBIilSHSD    BT    RkDMOSD  CoSYSBHAM. 

Cumberland  was  erected  into  a  County  on  January 
2rth,  1749.  Courts  were  directed  to  be  held  at  some 
suitable  place,  until  the  necessary  building's  were  pro- 
vided. Robert  M'Coy,  Benjamin  Chambers,  David 
Magaw,  James  M'lntire  and  John  M'Cormick,  were 
appointed  Commissioners  to  select  a  plot  vf  ground  on 
which  to  erect  the  Court-house  and  ja  1. 

Shippensburg  was  selected  as  a  temporary  seat  of 
Justice, 

Mt-ssrs-  Lyon  and  Armstrong,  were  elected  by  the 
proprietaries  to  lay  out  a  town  on  the  road  from 
Harris's  ferry,  leading  through  the  ricli  valley  of 
Cumberland,  including  the  old  stoccade  and  blockhouse 
and  extending  over  tlie  big  spring  called  Le  Tort  (now 
Letort,)  afier  James  Le  Turi  a  French  Swiss  who  acted 
as  Indian  Interpreter  and  Messenger  to  Government, 
and  who  had  erected  a  cabin  at  its  source  as  early  as 
the  year  1735. 

Carlisle  was  laid  out  in  pursuance  to  their  directions 
in  1750,  and  in  1753  the  seat  of  justice  was  permanently 
located  at  Carlisle. 

1750.  The  early  settlement  of  this  county  Is  intimate- 
ly connected  with  a  disputed  claim  of  the  lands  on  the 
Conodoguinnet  in    Cumberland    valley  made    by  the  | 
Indians,  but  resi-ted  by  the  Proprietary  Government. 
The  Governor  and  Council  supported  the  rights  of. 


the  Proprietaries,  but  the  General  Assembly  tliose  of 
the  Indians 

The  Shawncse  and  Delawares  complained  that  they 
had  been  driven  from  their  hunting  ground  by  the  con- 
duct of  tlie  Proprietary  Government,  who  had  "survey-  i 
ed  all  the  land  on  the  Conodoguinnet  into  a  manor  ; 
cimtr-iry  to  treaty — contrary  to  faith  without  even  pur- 
chasing the  right  to  the  soil." 

The  Governor  directed  that  an  i  ivestlgation  should 
be  made  into  all  the  circumstances,  and  the  result  laid 
btforethe  Assembly, 

It  appeared  that  about  the  year  1677,  the  Shawnrse 
driven  by  persecuti'  n  from  Carolina  and  Georgia,  came  ' 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Conestoga,  and  obtained  the  consent  , 
of  the  Susquehanna  Indians  to  oc(U|y  the  fl^ts.  On  I 
hearing  of  the  arrival  of  Markham  and  Penn,  commis-  ' 
sioners  in  the  Delaware,  they  went  to  Philadelphia  and  ' 
solicited  protection  which  was  granted.  In  1682  the 
Chiefs  of  the  Shawnese,  Delawares  and  Su-quehanna  ' 
Indians,  met  William  Penn  at  Sbackamaxan,  who  con- 
VoL.  XV.  9  ' 


firmed  to  the  Shawnese  and  Delawares  the  promise  of 
protection  made  by  Markham. 

From  th'it  moment  numbers  offamllies  of  Indians  fol- 
lowed the  sixty  families  who  had  sought  and  obtained 
a  resting  place  in  Pennsylvania,  and  setiled  upon  the 
most  fertile  flats  of  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware". — 
The  Delawares  and  Shawnese  became  dependant  finally 
on  the  Northern  Confederacy  of  Indians.  Several 
Treaties  or  Indian  Talks  were  held  afterwards  at  difiVr- 
rnt  times,  and  in  all  of  them  references  were  made  to 
the  confirmatory  Treaty  of  WiUiiim  Penn. 

In  the  year  1757,  the  Assembly  complained  of  the 
imperfect,  incongruous  and  fiint  manner  in  which  the 
Indian  Treaties  were  sxpressed,  declaring  they  were 
unintelligible.       They   urged  the   Governor    to   meet 

Teedyu'cung  at  the  proposed  conference  at  Easton 

The  Assembly  were  desirous  of  having  possession  of  all 
the  Treaties  made  with  the  Shawnese  and  Delawares 
including  tlie  Confirmatory  Treaty  of  William  Penn  at 
Sbackamaxan.  A  committee  was  appninted  by  the 
Assembly  to  obt.ain  copies  of  certain  Indian  Treaties 
from  Richard  Peters,  Clerk  of  Council.  Mr.  Peters 
i-L  fused. 

The  following  letter  was  then  sent  to  the  Governor. 
Sir: — 

1  he  application  of  the    Committee   of  Assembly  to 
ynu  yesterday,  was  made   in  pursuance  of  an  order  of 
the  House  which  was  to  inspect  the  minutes  of  Council 
respecting   Indian  purchases.      They  are  de<irnus   of 
seeing  and   having   fair  transcripts  of  all  the   Minutes 
that  relate   to   the   purchase    made   by    William  Penn 
about  the  year  1700  of  the  landson  Tohiccon,  Neshama- 
ny,  Leh  gh  and  the   Forks  I'f  the    Delaware  or  any  of 
them.      The  Minutes  relating  'o  the  confirmatory  pur- 
chase of  the  same  Lands   in    1737.     1  he   Minutes  rela- 
ting to  the  landson  the  Brandy  wine.     The  minu'es  re- 
lating to  the   .luniatta  and  Conodoguinnet   purchases, 
and  those  relating  to  the  purchase  made  at  Albany." 
jnSKPH   FOX, 
WILLIAM  MASTERS, 
THOMAS  LKECH, 
WILLIAM   WEST, 
JOSEPH  GALLOWAY, 
THOMAS   YORK. 
July    13;h,    1757.      Richard    Peters    returned    an 
answer. 

"  That  he  (the  Governor,)  will  not  permit  you  to 
inspect  the  Council  Books." 

I  he  Propiietaiies  directed  their  agents  after  the 
Treaty  made  with  the  Indians  in  1755.      "  That  in  all 
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sules  made  by  iliem,  they  sliould  lake  parliculdr  pains 
toencourag-e  the  emigration  of  the  Iiibh  into  Cumber- 
land Coiiiily  from  Lancaster  Cuunty  as  serious  distur- 
bances had  arisen  in  consequence  of  disputes  between 
the  Irish  and  Germans  at  Klectjons.  The  Proprietaries 
desired  that  York  should  be  settled  by  Germans,  and 
Cumberland  by  Irish. 

James  Le  Tort  by  some  of  the  manuscripts,  is  stated 
to  have   penetrated  to  Cumberland   valley  as  early  as 
1731.     \i\s  first  mbin  was  burnt  by    the   Indians. 
stood  at  the  head  of  tlie   spring.     He  received  for 
services  twelve  pounds  annually. 


HISTOUICAL  NOTE"?, 

Jn  relalion  to  the  S/iawnese  and  Delawares- 
Br  Redmond  Contngham. 

The  following  question  was  put  to  Robert  H.  Mor- 
ris, Esquire,  Deputy  Governor,  by  the  Assembly. 

•'  Do  you  know  of  any  disgust  or  injury  the  Dela- 
wares or  Sliawnese  had  ever  received  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  by  what  means  their  affections  could  be  so 
alienated  as  to  take  up  the  hatchet?" 

Page  246,  FrankUn's  W  orks,  Vol.  2.  also  see  votes 
of  Assembly. 

The  Governor  gave  no  satisfactory  answer. 

"Notice  was  taken  by  the  Assembly  of  dissatisfaction 
expressed  at  an  Indian  Treaty  held  in  1753,  by  a  Chief 
of  the  Shawnese,  of  a  promise  m;tde  to  him  on  the  be- 
half of  the  Proprietaries,  which  had  not  been  complied 
with. " 

See  pige  259  of  Franklin's  Works,  Vol.  2.  also  votes 
of  Assembly. 

Big  Beaver,  a  Sliawnese  Chief,  in  1753,  at  Carlisle, 
refers  to  a  promise  made  by  William  Penn  at  Shaka- 
maxon,  of  hunting  ground  for  ever. 

The  House  of  Assembly,  in  relation  to  the  Shawnese 
complaint,  express  themselves  thus: 

"  We  are,  however,  convinced  by  original  minutes 
taken  by  one  of  the  Commissioners  at  the  Treaty  of 
Carlisle,  now  lying  before  us,  that  the  Shawnese 
Chiefs  mentioned  that  claim  of  theirs  to  the  lands  in 
question  at  that  time,  and  were  promised  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  Uid  before  the  Proprietaries.  It  was  after 
the  business  of  the  Treaty  was  over,  and  not  inserted 
in  tlie  printed  account  of  the  Treaty."  "  But  one  of 
the  Commissioners,  as  appears  by  the  report,  forgot 
the  whole  transaction." 

Franklin's  Works,  Vol.  2.  page  278;  also  votes  of 
Assembly. 

Teedyuscung,  Chief  of  the  Delawares,  at  the  Easton 
Treaty,  referred  to  the  promise  made  by  William  Penn 
at  Shackamaxan. 

"The  Heathen  Delawares  nominated  him  (Teedy- 
uscung) their  Chief." 

Loskiel's  Missions,  page  150. 

Montour  writes,  "One  of  the  Governors  had  been 
charged  with  suppressing  or  purloining  the  principal 
treaties  made  with  the  Delawares  and  Shawnese  " 

Teedyuscung  in  his  eloquent  spe.-ch,  savs.  '•  Wyo- 
romg  was  given  as  a  resting  place  for  ever  "  ••  Onas 
promised  at  Shackamaxan,  a  resting  place. " 


The  Shawnese  claim  said  they  were  permitted  to 
occupy  the  flats  at  the  mouth  of  the  Conestoga,  and 
were  promised  hunting  ground,  and  protection,  by 
Markham;  that  this  promise  was  conBrmed  by  William 
Penn  at  Shackamaxan.  That  a  treaty  of  purchase  was 
afterwards  concluiled  with  the  Shawnese,  of  iheir  claim 
to  the  lands  they  occupied  on  the  Susquehanna,  the;/ 
consenting  to  remove  to  lands  on  the  Conodoguinnet, 

surveyed  for  their  use  by  order  of  the  Proprietaries. 

The  intrusion  of  the  white  settlers  upon  their  hunting 
ground  or  resting  place,  proved  a  fresh  source  of 
grievance;  they  remonstrated  to  the  Governor  and  to 
the  Assembly,  until  finally  they  withdrew  and  placed 
themselves  under  the  protection  cf  the  French. 


HISTORICAL  NOIES. 

Bl    RedMOHD    CONrSGHAM. 

Culpeper,  Surveyor  General.in  the  year  1677,  seized 
upon  the  Revenues  and  Government  of  South  Carolina. 
In  1683,  he  was  succeded  by  Seth  Sothel. 

Several  families  of  Indians  planted  their  Wigwams 
on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  in  1678,  having  emi- 
grated  fi-om  Carolina,  and  many  followed  them  in  the 
year  1684. 

In  1712,  the  Indians  in  North  Carolina  plotted  the 
destruction  of  the  whites,  which  was  barbarously  put 
in  execution.  Colonel  Barnewell  with  a  large  force 
was  sent  from  South  Carolina;— he  succeeded  in  de- 
feating the  Indians  in  a  general  engagement,  and  after- 
wards attacked  and  destroyed  the  town  of  Tuscarora. 
The  Tuscaroras,  in  consequence,  abandoned  their  pos- 
sessions, and  followed  the  Shawanese,  who  had  settled 
on  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  finally  formed 
a  union  with  the  Five  Nations. 

In  1715,  a  number  of  Indian  families  of  the  Yamassec, 
emigrated  to  Pennsylvania  from  Georgia. 

The  establishment  of  Wigwams  in  Pennsylvania  by 
the  early  Indian  emigrants,  were  objects  of  jealousy 
and  dissatisfaction  to  the  Five  nations  and  the  white 
settlers,  hence  the  great  desire  of  their  Chiefs  to  ob- 
tain the  protection  of  Markham  and  Penn's  Commis- 
sioners, on  their  arrival,  and  the  favour  of  Willliam 
Penn,  in  1682. 

The  gracious  promise  of  protection  made  to  those 
unfortunate  Indians  by  William  Penn  at  the  Great 
Treaty,  was  no  doubt  the  principal  inducement  to  emi- 
grate into  Pennsylvania  by  the  Southern  Indians,  who 
afterwards  removed  from  Florida,   Georgia,  and  the 


Oxen. — The  following  is  the  live  weight  of  a  pair  of 
oxen,  rising  six  years  old,  owned  and  fed  by  Jacob 
Taylor,  Innkeeper,  New  Gaiden,  Chester  county, 
which  for  beauty  and  quality,  are  seldom  to  be  met 
with. 

Near  Ox,  2,299 

OffOx,  2.373 


Aggregate, 


4,672 
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From  the  Village  Record. 
DIARY  OF  THE  WEATHER— FOR  DECEMBER, 
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The  former  part  of  this  month  was  remarkable  for 
the  clearness  of  the  weather.  The  latter  part  was 
comparatively  cloudy,  and  attended  with  frequent  falls 
of  snow.  There  were  six  days  entirely  clear,  and  15 
others  partly  clear;  eigl\t  days  the  sky  was  rbscured 
by  clouds  during  the  whole  of  each  day.  Rain  fell  on 
six  days,  and  snow  fell  on  six  different  days,  but  the 
quantity  on  each  occasion  was  small,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  which  commenced  on  the  nisht  of  the2Sth, 
and  continued  unlit  the  forenoon  of  the  SOlh.  The 
depth  of  this  snow  has  been  various'y  estimatetl.  The 
gener.d  opinion  of  those  whom  I  haye  consulted  in  re- 
lation thereto,  is  that  it  would  measure  more  than  a 
foot;  but  from  several  measurements  which  I  made  in 
the  wootUand  and  places  where  it  was  least  liable  to  be 
affected  by  the  winds,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  it 
would  not  average  more  than  nine  inches. 

There  were  five  days  on  which  the  temperature  was 
below  the  freezing  point  during  the  whole  of  each 
day— 15— 17— 26— 28— 29.  The  coldest  day  was  the 
15th,  at  sunrise,  at  which  t'me  the  mercury  was  at  10 
degrees  above  zem:— And  the  following  day  at  noon, 
was  the  warmest,  being  58  degrees. 

The  average  for  the  whole  month  v.-as  about  seven 
degrees  lower  than  the  preceding  month,  being  31  de- 
grees at  sunrise— 40J  at  noon,  and  36^  at  sunset. 

The  Brandywine  was  frozen  over  for  the  first  time 
this  season,  on  the  15lh. 

The  Eclip=e  of  the  moon  on  the  16th,  was  observed 
through  an  atmosphere  overcast  with  clouds  s'milar  to 
those  which  prevailed  during  the  late  solar  eclipse. 


West  Bradford  Boarding  School. 


C.  H. 


RECOLLECTIONS   OF  THE    LAST   CENTURY- 
PHILADELPHIA. 

We  recollect  when  upon  the  square  of  ground  extend- 
ing from  Ches'nut  to  Market,  and  from9tli  to  10th  sts. 
th  re  stood  but  one  house,  which  was  that  of  Mr.  Mar- 
koe,  fronting  on  Market  strei  t.  The  square  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  post  and  rail  fence,  and  was  covered  with 
rich  grass  and  many  is  the  butter  cnp,  and  four  leaved 
clover  that  we  have  climbed  over  the  fence  to  pull. 
Another  quinqi'e  genarian  desires  us  to  state,  that  one 
of  the  finest  Knglish  snipes  he  ever  shot,  was  on  that 
lot,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Chestnut  and  Tenth 
streets,  where  Mr.  Kelley's  house  now  stands. 

We  recollect  when  the  square  on  the  south  side  of 
Pine  street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  streets,  was  a 
brick-kiln  pond,  and  a  famous  place  for  skating.  Many 
an  urchin  has  broken  in  at  a  spot  where  a  comfortable 
k  tchen  fire  is  u^nv  blazing. 

We  recollect  when  upon  the  spot  where  Abbot's 
brew  house  now  stands,  at  the  end  of  Peir street  in 
Dock5treet,therewasahigh  hill  with  itsdech  vity  tothe 
north, which  was  a  capital  place  for  running  down  with 
sli^ds,  in  time  of  snow.  The  remans  of  that  hill  are  ttill 
in  part  observable  at  the  back  end  of  the  lot  upon  which 
Mr.  Charles  Wharton's  house  now  stands  on  Second  st. 

We  recollect  wl  en  Peale's  Museum  consisted  of  a 
few  objects,  collected  in  an  old  frame  building  at  the 
southwest  corner  nf  Lombard  and  Third  streets. 

We  recollect  when  tlie  only  theatre  which  Philadel- 
phia possessed,  c-nsisted  of  that  large  one  story  brick 
building,  with  its  gable  end  fronting  on  South  street, 
between  Fourth  and  Fifth  streets,  which  is  still  in  ex- 
istence, occupied  asa  distillery. — P/iiJade/p/Ua  Gaz. 
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THE  NORTH KRN  DISPENSARY. 


Annual  Statement  of  the  Northern  Dispensary,  fur  the 
year  1834. 

There  have  been  under  the  care  of  the  Dipensary, 
from  January  Isl  to  Decemuer  3 1st,  1834,  five  hundred 
and  fifty  one  patients,  viz: — 

Remaining  under  care  from  last  year,  11 

Admitted  since  that  time,  540 


Of  whom  the  number  cured  is, 
Relieved, 
Irregular, 
Sent  to  Ilospiia), 
Dead, 
Remaining, 


RECEIPTS. 
Balance  on  hand  last  year. 
Contributions, 
Income  of  Wills'  Legacy, 
15  months  interest  on  Lehigh  loan. 
Rents, 


EXPENDITURES. 
Medicines,  &c. 

Bleeding,  Cupping,  and  Leeching, 
Taxes, 
Printing, 
Sundries, 

Collector's  Commissions, 
Investment  in  Stock, 
Balance  in  the  Treasury, 


gill  64 
225  00 
2r4  08 
122  40 
167  59 


§300  00 
292  63 
34  51 
13  50 
5  37 
26  74 
300  00 
127  96 


$1100  71 

There  is  an  instinct,  deeply  implanted  in  man,  which 
prompts  him  to  seek  for  the  cure  of  disease  in  the  em- 
ployment of  agents  of  a  remedi.l  character.  1  he 
success  which  so  frequently  attends  them,  adds  the 
sanction  of  reason  to  the  inipuUe  of  instinct,  for  their 
use. 

The  force  of  our  natural  and  acquired  reliance  upon 
the  aid  of  medicine,  can  alone  be  fully  apprfcialed  by 
one  who  has  suffered  under  sickness  himself,  or  endur- 
ed the  anxiety  attendant  upon  the  serious  illness  uf  a 
friend.  Such  an  one  only  can  realize  to  himself,  tlie 
severity  of  the  affliction  which  would  be  added  to  the 
poor  man's  woes  in  the  hour  of  his  sickness  or  that  of 
an  endeared  parent,  wife  or  child,  should  he  be  depriv- 
ed of  the  aid  of  those  means  which  may  rescue  from 
death   or  relieve  from  agony. 

Keflection  upon  this  subject  must  cause  those  who 
have  aided  this  institution  by  contribution  or  donation, 
to  rejoice,  since  through  their  instrumental, ty,  medical 
aid  has  been  extended  to  a  large  number  of  deserving 
persons  It  will  also  incite  them  to  continue  ther  sup 
port  of  a  charity  which  diffuses  Its  benefits  wherever 
they  are  required  throughout  a  district  so  extensive  as 
to  embrace  the  Northern  Liberties,  Kensington,  Spring 
Garden,  and  p^irt  of  Penn  Township. 

JOSEPH  S.   RILEY,  President. 

Thomas  Timmings,  Secretary. 


FIRES  IN  PHILADELPHIA  IN  1834. 

The  annexed  statement  is  copied  from  the  record  of 
fires,  kept  by  one  of  the  Fire  Companies.     It  is  behe' 
ed  to  be  as  coirect  as  such  a  record  canbe,  althoi.gh 


is  impossible,  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  to  pro- 
cure the  exact  amount  of  damage  in  every  instance. 


In  January  there  weie 

11 

February 

" 

12 

March 

" 

8 

April 

«• 

17 

May 

" 

4 

June 

" 

6 

July 

" 

8 

August 

" 

3 

September 

" 

3 

October 

<• 

4 

November 

•  1 

6 

December 

" 

8 

Total, 

90 

Of  which  there 

were  in 

the  city. 

Northern  Liberties, 

Kensuigton, 

Sprmg 

Garden, 

Southw 

ark. 

Moyamensing, 

Total  amount  of  damage,  §204,450.  Of  this  damage 
more  than  one-half  was  done  at  the  fire  on  Walnut 
street  wharf,  in  lust  January — Penn.  Inquirer. 


AceinRNT. — We  learn  tlat  yesterday  morning,  be- 
tween 4  and  5  o'clock,  two  of  the  line  of  Passenger 
Cars  arrived  at  the  inclined  plane,  west  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, and  one  of  them  belonging  to  Peters'  line,  safely 
descended  without  the  use  of  the  stationary  engine. — 
Shortly  after  this  car  had  re.iched  the  bottom,  one  of 
the  cars  belonging  to  the  People's  line  started,  but  the 
rails  being  wet,  the  breaks  proved  insufficient;  the  cars 
descended  with  great  rapidity,  and  came  in  contact 
with  the  car  that  had  previously  descended  in  safety. — 
The  shock  was  very  violent,  and  the  descending  car 
was  literally  dashed  to  pieces:  the_other  was  considera- 
bly injured.  1  hree  persons  sustained  more  or  less 
injury — one  of  them,  we  learn,  was  severely  hurt. — 
Com.  Herald. 


From  the  Village  Record.  ■  •  "i 

WEST  CHESTER  RAIL  ROAD. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Sti  ckholders  of  the  West  Chester 
Rail  Road  Company,  held  pursuant  to  previous  notice, 
on  the  19th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1835,  at  the  public 
house  tf  William  Reed,  in  '.he  Borough  of  West  Ches- 
ter, for  the  purpose  of  electing  seven  Directors  of  said 
Company  for  the  ensuing  year. 

General  JOSHUA  EVANS  was  called  to  the  Chair, 
and  NiMROi)  S-rnicKLAjiu  appointed  Secretary. 

Dr.  William  Darlington,  President  of  the  Company, 
read  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors,  and 
also  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Company, 
which,  on  motion  were  accepted  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  West 
Cltesttr  Rail  Road  Company. 
In  their  last  Annual  Report,  the  Directors  announced 
the  fact  of  the  opening  of  the  communication,  on  the 
Columbia  rail  way,  into  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which 
took  pi  ce  on  the  25th  of  December,  1833.  The  pas- 
senger cars  have  been  running  twice  eacli  way,  daily, 
between  West  Chester  and  Broad  street,  sinee  that 
time,  affording  the  most  ample  accommodations  for 
travellers  on  that  route.  A  Ime  of  burthen  cars  was 
also  put  on  the  road  as  early  as  practicable  after  the 
opening    viz.  in    the  month   of  February  last,   and 
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continues  to  make  regular  trips  to  tlie  city,  three  times        Making  altogether  an   aggregate  oJ  about  1315  tons 
a  week.  |  of  produce  and  meicliandizc,   conveyed  on  the   West 

Very   soon   after  the   cars  commenced    running   to  |  Clicster  Rail   Road,   during  (lie  last   ten  months,  by  a 

single  line  of  burden  cars.  I  his  amount  is  exclusive 
of  the  materials  hauled  for  the  Brancli  Hail  Road.whicU 
consisted  of  54,00J  feet  of  Lumber  and  SJJ  tons  of 
Iron.  The  business,  as  yet,  is  evidently  in  its  nfancy; 
and  tlie  means  of  the  Company  are  adtquate  to  any 
increase  which  the  wants  ol  the  communily  mav  re- 
quire. 

At  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  sub- 
scriptions of  new  stock,  to  the  amount  of  §10,000  were 
authorized,  for  the  pui  pnse  of  constructing  "  A  Branch 
Rail  Ruad,  from  West  Chester  Rail  Road  to  some  point 
on  the  Phila'delphia  and  Columbia  Rad  way,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Lime  and  Marble  Quarries  of  the  Great 
Valley."  Subscriptions  were  accordingly  received, 
and  the  Branch  road,  one  mile  and  three-eighths  in 
length,  lias  been  constructed,  in  pursuance  of  the  au- 
The  propriety  of  securing  the  lot  at  an  early  day  is  thority  given.  The  Treasurer's  statement,  hereto  an- 
already  confirmed:  for  the  value  of  real  estate  on  i  nexed,  will  show  the  amount  received  and  expended. 
Broad  street  has  been  materially  enhanced  since  the  on  account  of  that  work;  by  which  it  will  appear  that  it 
Company's  purcliase.  The  price  of  the  lot  was  has  been  accomplished  for  something  less  tlian  the  sura 
#7,733  33,  and  the  buildings  are,  by  contract,  to  be  i  subscribed.  The  subject  of  rfamogcs,  however,  on  the 
finished  for  $13,000.  It  is  estimated  that  the  turn  out,  {  line  of  the  road,  remains  yet  to  be  adjusted;  and  possi- 
the  tracks  in  the  yard,  and  the  other  fixtures  and  appen-  j  bly  some  additional  charges  may  yet  be  incurred,  be- 
dages  necessary  to  complete  the  establishment,  will  fore  the  accounts  are  finally  settled.  Although  the 
cost  about  §1500;  and   to  meet   this  expenditure  the  ,  grading  and   superstructures  were  completed  as   early 


,  the  Directors  discovered  that  it  would  b 
indispensable  to  a  convenient  and  advantageous  trans- 
action of  business,  that  they  should  have  a  depot  of 
their  own  at  that  place,  for  the  reception  of  produce 
and  merchandise,  and  for  the  shelter  and  accommoda- 
tion of  cars.  Without  such  an  establishment,  it  be- 
came evident  that  the  operations  of  the  Company  would 
be  liable  to  much  inconvenience,  and  also  to  exorbitant 
charges  for  the  requisite  facilities  and  accommodations 
in  the  city.  Under  this  impression,  and  a  belief  that 
property  on  Broad  street  would  speedily  rise  in  price, 
the  Directors  took  measures,  early  in  the  season,  to 
procure  a  lot  suitable  for  their  purposes,  on  which  the 
buildings  deemed  appropriate  to  the  object  are  now  in 
a  good  state  of  forwardness.  It  is  expected  they  will 
be  entirely  completed   by  tlie  first  of  May  ensuing 


Directors  have  obtained  a  loan 

The  aggregate  receipts  for  the  last  year,  for  tolls, 
passengers,  and  freight,  as  appears  by  the  Treasurer's 
books,  amounts  to  S10,621  76 

The  expenses,  includ,  tolls  to  the  State,  were,  8,825  30 


Leaving  a  Balance  of 

To  this  should  be   added  the  amount  of 

outstanding  dues    to   the  Company   for 

transportation. 


as  July  last,  yet  an  unavoidable  delay  in  effecting  a 
junction  with  the  Columbia  Hail  way,  prevented  a  com- 
pletion of  the  horse  path  until  the  middle  of  Novem- 
ber. Since  then  the  br.inch  sustained  an  injury,  near 
8,825  30  j  its  intersection    with  the  West  Chester  Rail  Road,  the 

repair  of  which  has   hitherto   been  prevented  by  the 

1,796  46  I  inclemency  of  the  season;  but  it  is  expected  to  be  finish- 
ed during  the  present  week.     In  consequence  of  these 
disappointments.the  Branch  Rail  Road  has  notyetbem 
1,321  28  I  much  used;  but  sufficient  has  been  done  on  it  to  ascer- 

tain   that  it  will  afford   valuable   facilities  in   obtaining 

Making  altogether,  S3, 127  74  ^  Lime  Stone  from  the  Great  Valley,  and  also  in  procur- 

Tbe  large  proportion  which  the  disbursements  bear  ,  ing  Lumber,  &c.  fiom  the  Susquehanna. 
to  the  receipts,  has  arisen  partly  from  the  expensive  The  results  of  the  Company's  operations,  for  the 
organization  of  the  double  daily  line  of  passenger  cars,  |  past  year,  have  already  been  adverted  to,  and  are  fur- 
which  the  Directors  were  anxious  to  maintain  through,  tlier  exhibited  in  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer,  ap- 
out  the  year,  for  the  better  accommodation  ut  the  pub-  j  pended  to  this  report.  As  the  terms  of  the  subscription 
lie;  and  partly  from  the  heavy  expenses  inseparable  ,  to  the  Branch  Rail  Road  will  require  an  exact  settle- 
from  the  business,  both  of  the  passenger  and  transporla- ,  ment  of  tlie  accounts  of  the  Company  at  the  end  of  six 
tion  lines,  so  long  as  the  company  may  be  dependent  months  from  the  completion  of  the  said  Branch— which 
on  others  for  the  use  of  a  depot  in  the  city.  The  Di  I  will  be  on  the  15th  of  May  next — the  Directors  have 
rectors  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  arrangement-i  now  ]  judged  it  most  advisable  to  defer  the  subject  of  a  Divi- 
dend until  that  period;  after  which  the  holders  of  tl.e 
Branch  stock  will  be  entitled  to  equal  privileges  and 
th  the  other  Stockholders,  in  proportion 


made,  and  being  made,  will  not  only  considerably  re- 
duce these  expenditures,  but  also  enhance  the  conve- 
nience and  facilities  of  their  future  operations. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  kind  and  amount 
of  transportation  business  to  and  from  the  city,  by 
the  Company's  line  of  burthen  cars,  since  February 
last,  viz: 

TO  THE  CITT. 


Bushels. 

Pounds. 

Tons. 

Malt.                       8,068 

266,244 

about  133 

Lime,                    1,455 

116,400 

58 

Oats,                     1,209 

36,270 

18 

Iron, 

29,220 

15 

Sundries,  including  Leather, 

Cotton  Yarn,  Flour,  House- 

hold goods,  &.C. 

181,157 

90 

629,291 

314 

FHeM  TBE 

CITT. 

Pounds. 

Tons. 

Coal. 

571,200 

285 

Plaster. 

168,000 

84 

Potters'  CUy, 

65,543 

32 

Cotton, 

40,750 

20 

Sundries,  including  Merchan- 

dise. Household  goods.  &c. 

1,161,375 

580 

2.006,869 

1001 

to  the  amount  of  stock  held  by  them. 
All  which  is  submitted. 

WM.  DARLINGTON,  President. 
Attest, 
Wm.  WiLtiAMSojf,  Secretary. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
Dn. 

Statement  of  the  account  of  the  West  Chester  Rail  Road 

Company  for  1834. 
To  Capital  Stock  paid  in  g99,960  00 

Receipts     for     Tolls,     Passengers, 

Freight,  Rents,  Stc.  10,621  76 

Balance  on  hand  at  last  settlement,  377  08 


Cn. 
By    Cash  paid   for  constructing  road, 
buildings,  cars,  horses,  8cc. 
.    Balance  of  Capital  invested. 

Expenses  for  Salaries  to  agents, 
repairs,  keeping  horses.  Tolls 
paid  to  the  State,  &c. 


3,542  48 
1,417  53 
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By  Balance,  being  profits  exclusive  of 
the  out  standing  debts  due  the 
Company,  2,173  54 


Dr. 
Statement  of  the  account  of  the  West  Chester  Branch 

Kail  Road. 
To  amount  of  Capital  Stuck  paid  in,  Ja- 

miaryS,  183i,  §9,365  00 

Cr. 

Bv  Cash  paid  Incidental  Expenses,  92  90 

'        Do.         Iron,  2,094  95 

Do.         John  P.  Bailey,  Engineer,  480  00 

Do.         Grading  Ro-id,  2,092  TT 

Do.         Ci>nstruction  of  Track,  .1,286  41 

Do.         String  Pieces,  1,748  65i 

Do.         Sleepers,  567  00 

Do.         Horse  Path,  118  50 

Balance,  883  8U 

§9,365   00 

All  which  ia  respectfully  submitted,  January  5,  1835. 
WM.  WILLIAMSON,  Treasurer. 

When,  on  motion  of  Coleman  Fisher,  F,sq.  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Stockholders  be 
presented  to  the  President  and  Directors,  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  iheir  duties  during  the  past  year, 

The  meeting  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  seven 
Directors  for  the  said  Company  for  the  ensuing  year, 
the  Chairman  and  Secretary  having  been  appointed  to 
act  as  Judges  therein, — when,  on  counting  the  votes,  it 
appeared  that  Dr.  William  Darlington, Elihu  Chauncey, 
Jonathan  Jones,  David  Townsend,  Jonatl  an  Valentine, 
Ziba  Pyle,  and  Eusebius  Townsend,  were  duly  elected. 
JOSHUA  EVANS,  Chairman. 
Attest, 

NiuEOD  Stbicklikd,  Secretary. 


From  the  Montrose  Volunteer. 
PANTHER  HUNT. 
Mr.  Fuller, 

Sir: — If  you  have  a  place  in   your  columns  you  will 
oblige   yours  by    inserting  a  Panther  himt  that   took 
place  in  this  county  on  Friday  the  29th   November, 
the   township   of    New    Milford,   by    myself  and  two 
others. 

On  Thursday  last  I  took  my  rifle  and  went  with  M 
Isabell  and  Mr.  Gray  to  my  timber  lot,  where  we 
discovered  a  Panther's  track.  I  immediately  retured 
home  for  my  hounds,  and  came  back  in  the  evening  to 
the  camp,  where  Isabell  and  Gray  were  waiting.  We 
then  prepared  our  provisions  for  three  day's  campaign; 
at  day  light  toot  up  our  line  of  march,  and  soon  came 
to  the  track, — then  the  business  was  that  Isabell  and 
Gray  should  follow  the  track,  and  I  take  charge  of  my 
dogs,  as  they  were  y(  ung  and  used  to  running  deer — 
but  they  soon  found  what  the  game  was  we  were  aft 
We  followed  through  all  the  rough  thickets  and  hedges 
that  could  be  found  until  about  ten  o'clock,  when  we 
came  to  the  den  of  the  panther;  then  my  dogs  wer 
very  fierce  to  go,  but  the  Panther  did  not  run,  and  w 
thought  he  was  not  started;  but  after  following  for 
about  amile,  I  observed  that  the  Pantlier  stepped 
large;  1  bid  my  hounds  go;  they  yelled  from  the  jump 
— then  we  all  put  off  on  the  clean  jump  but  soon  were 
encircled  by  laurels,  briers  and  windfalls,  and  after  a 
chase  of  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  Trooper  roar- 
ed at  the  tree;  I  then  with  redoubled  force  pressed 
through  the  briars  until  I  reached  the  spot,  where  I  saw 
a  Urge  panther  on  a  tree,  with   his  tongue  out  for 


breath — and  I  would  not  say  that  my  tongue  was  not 
;oo.  I  stood  a  few  momenis  to  get  breath,  whilst 
my  dogs  were  at  the  root  of  the  tree  animating  their 
age  by  a  continual  roar.  I  then  passed  a  few  com- 
pliments with  the  forest  gentlemen,  and  asked  him  if 
he  was  not  ashamed  to  be  hooted  up  there  by  them 
ing  hounds.  I  then  observed  the  panther  to  draw 
back  his  ears,  and  raise  his  tail  and  look  down  upon 
the  dogs       I    levelled  my  well  tried  rifle  at  his  head, 

and  let  him  have  what  he  could'nt  hold  in  his  mouth 

My  rifle  being  damp,  the  cap  went  slow,  so  that  the 
ball  went  a  liltle  below  his  brains;  he  then  wheeled 
round,  with  the  blood  flying;  I  turned  my  horn  to  the 
muzzle  ol  my  rifle,  and  down  goes  a  loose  ball;  then  I 
placed  a  bullet  through  his  shoulders  and  down  comes 
the  Panther,  mounted  instanily  by  the  dogs;  up  comes 
Gray  by  this  time  and  shoots  him  through  the  head. — 
The  Panther  was  7  feet  8  inches  long  from  the  nose  to 
the  tail.  He  was  judged  to  weinh  one  hundred  and 
fifty  weight.  He  appears  to  have  been  alone,  and  by 
all  appearances  has  for  a  long  time  resided  in  his  hiding 
pl.ice.  I  hope  the  citizens  of  New  Milford  and  Great 
Bend  will  receive  it  as  a  favor  at  my  hand,  in  destroying 
the  common  enemy. 

CAPT.  J.  TREADWELL. 
Hahmosi,  Dec.  2,  1834. 


REPORT  ON  INLAND  NAVIGATION  AND 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

Report   of  the  Committee  on  I.iland   Navigation   and 
In'ernal  Improvement,  relative  to  the  use  of  the  Rail 
Ways  of  the  Commonwealth, — Mh.  Millib,  of  the 
City,  Chairman. 
Read  in  the  ffeuse  of  Representatives  Jan.  28,  1835. 

The  Committee  on  Inland  Navigation  and  Internal 
Improvement,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  passed  20th  January,  as  follows: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Inland  Naviga- 
tion and  Internal  Improvement  be  instructed  to  report 
to  this  House,  vit/wut  delay,  which,  in  their  opinion, 
would  be  most  beneficial  for  the  interest  of  the  Com- 
monwealth,— for  the  State  to  furnish  her  rail  roads  with 
motive  or  other  power,  for  the  transportation  of  pro- 
duce, merchandise,  &c. ;  or  to  permit  companies  or  in- 
dividuals to  furnish  the  same" — Report: 

That,  aware  of  the  importance  of  adopting  some  plan 
for  the  proper  and  efficient  management  of  the  rail 
road^  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  just  anxiety  of 
the  House  to  obtain  an  early  report,  the  commiltce  beg 
leave  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  to  urge  the  necessity 
of  immediate  and  energetic  action  nn  \\\e  subject  com- 
mitted to  their  care.  Not  fifty  days  will  elapse  be- 
fore the  navigation  of  the  canals  will  be  open,  and 
within  that  brief  space  of  time  there  is  much  to  be  done. 
Legislative  action  must  first  be  had,  before  the  owners 
of  the  transporting  lines  now  forming  can  determine  on 
plans  of  operation  on  the  road  to  which  the  additional 
inducement  oflTered  by  the  agents  "of  the  Commonwealth, 
by  the  reduction  of  the  tolls,  will  doubtless  attract  a 
large  amount  of  trade  and  travel,  if  they  are  not  baffled 
by  the  adopticm  of  injudicious  measures,  and  driven 
from  the  channels  of  trade  opened  at  the  expense  of 
the  community,  to  others  in  which  that  community  is 
not  interested.  The  road  must  be  stocked  with  the 
means  of  maintaining  the  motive  power,  and  every  ar- 
range ment  made  for  the  opening  of  the  trade,  with  all 
possible  celerity.  Some  locomotive  engines  are  now 
ready;  others  are  in  preparation,  and  will  ere  long  be 
ready  to  act:  Those  who  have  them,  cannot  long  afford 
to  keep  them  in  their  work  shops  unsold,  and  must  dis- 
pose of  them  to  othert.  They  will  be  sold.  Others 
cannot  speedily  be  had  to  replace  them,  and  tie  best 
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wear  and  tear  of  harness,  feed,  duration  of  the  horsei 
and  evrry  thing  incidental.  Length  of  the  trip  3  daysj 
load,  3  ions  for  each  horse;  car,  say  1  to  IJ  ton. 

One  trip  from  (Columbia  tu  I'hiladtlphia. 
Cost  ot  horse  power  &c.         Sleam  power,  as  intended 
harged  if  turnish- 


Iman,  3  days,  at  75  j52  25 
1  horse  3  days  at  62i,  1  87i 
Power  at  the  planes, 

at  cost,  calculated 

on  the  passage  of 

360  tons  per  day, 

83  CIS.  each  plane. 


50 


ed     by 
wealth. 


3  tons,  at  82 
cts.  $i  46 


$4  62i 

COST  OF  SIX  T0X9. 

1  man  3  days,  at  75    $2  25 

2  horses  3  days,  at  62i  3  75 
Power    at    the    two 

planes,  for  6  tons,      1  00 


per  ton 


6  tons,  at  82 
cts.  $4  92 


$2  16i 
72 


$2  08 


COST    OF  BINE  TONS. 

1  man  3  days,  at  75.  g2  25 

2  horses  3  days  at  62^  5  62^ 
Power   at    the    two 


part  of  the  transporting  season  will  be  lost  to  the  com- 
munity, by  delay.  Under  tliese  circumstances,  delay  is 
emphatically  dangerous. 

Your  committee  have  been  at  a  loss  to  determine 
what  construction  should  be  put  on  the  terms  of  the 
resolution — Whether  their  inquiries  were  intended  to 

be  hmited  solely  to  tlie  question  of  who  ought  to  be  the  ed     by     ihe     common- 

owner  of  o// /Ae /jowtr  which  it  might  be  expedient  to 
use  on  the  rail  roads  of  the  Commonwealth;  or,  whether 
they  were  intended  to  extend  to  the  kind  of  power,  to 
wit; — steam  or  animal  power.  As  ihey  could  only  infer 
the  intention  of  the  House,  from  the  tenor  of  the  debate 
in  which  the  resolution  originated,  they  have  chosen  to 
construe  it  on  the  broadest  principle,  railier  than  to 
those  limits  to  which  it  seems  to  be  confined  by  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  couched. 

The  motive  power  produced  by  steam,  is  of  two 
kinds— that  which  is  produced  by  the  stationary  engines, 
and  that  which  propels  the  locomotive  engines  Your 
committee  consider  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  use  of 
steam  power  at  the  stationary  engines,  as  unquestioned 
— that  it  must  be  supplied  by  the  Commonwealth, 
equally  so;  and  therefore  dismiss  this  part  of  ihe  sub- 
ject and  pass  to  the  others. 

The  substitution  of  steam  for  animal  pow(  r  both  in 
Europe  and  America,  on  nearly,  if  not  all  the  rail  ro.ids 
known  to  your  committee  excepting  where  peculiar 
circumstances  render  it  impracticable  or  unprofitable, 

would  seem  to  be  a  sufficient  reason  why  they  should  $7  00         per  ton, 

consider  the  question  of  economy  to  be  settled  in  favor 
of  the  use  of  steam  power.  The  progressive  improve- 
ments which  have  been  made  in  the  power  and  adapta- 
tion to  the  motive  effect  of  locomotive  engines,  and 
which  leaves  sufficient  reason  to  hope  for  still  greater 
improvement  in  iheir  construction,  while  on  the  other 
hand  no  improvement  can  be  effected  in  the  strength 
of  animals,  and  little  in  the  manner  of  applying  that 
which  they  already  possess,  affords  an  additional  in- 
ducement to  its  exclusive  use.  The  committee  have 
not  at  hand  any  authorities  to  consult,  which  enable 
them  to  state  the  exact  proportion  which  these  two 
powers  bear  to  each  other  in  the  cost  ot  maintenance 
relative  to  their  effect;  but  it  is  distinctly  in  the  recol- 
lection of  one  or  more  members  of  your  committee, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  pay  some  attention  to  this  subject 
on  a  former  occasion,  that  it  appeared  from  an  account 
kept  with  great  care  and  in  much  detail  for  a  space  of 
many  weeks,  of  the  quantity  of  coal  drawn  by  locomo- 
tives and  by  horses  under  equal  advantages,  the  ex- 
pense ot  horse  power  was  to  that  of  steam  as  thirty-one  !  fur  the  following  reasons:  In  comparing  the 
for  the  former,  to  twenty-one  for  the  latter.  Other  j  transportation  by  horse  power  and  that  of  steam,  it 
persons  who  have  inquired  into  this  subject,  make  the  j  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  trade  from  Columbia 
difference  greater  in  favor  of  steam.  The  disadvan-  '  to  Philadelphia  will  consist  mostly  of  the  products  of 
tages  arising  out  of  the  use  of  horse  power  may  be  thus  '  the  forest,  and  of  agriculture.  These  are  heavy  in 
enumerated.  I  comparison    with  their  va'ue;  while  the  return   trade 

Greater  length  of  time  required  for  the  transporta-  |  will  consist  mostly  of  foreign  merchandise  and  domestic 
tion  of  merchandise,  &c,  on  a  long  line  of  road  con- j  or  foreign  manufactures,  which  are  light  compared  with 
nected  with  a  canal  and  interrupted  by  a  Portage  !  their  value.  A  barrel  of  flour  will  not  pay  for  a  barrel 
rail  road,  producing  loss  of  time  in  transportation.  j  of  sugar;  neither  can  a  barrel  of  pork  be  exchanged 

When  the  lengtli  of  the  Columbia  rail  way  is  consid-  I  for  a  cask  of  wine,  a  piece  of  cloth,  or  a  bag  of  coffee, 
ered,  and  that  it  forms  an  important  link  of  a  great  Hence  the  trade  passing  from  an  agriculturist  to  a 
chain  of  communication,  connecting  two  places  so  re- 
mote as  Philadelpliia  and  Pittsburg;  that  the  larger 
portion  of  the  travel  is  by  canal  at  a  comparatively  slow 
rate  of  progress;  that  this  line  is  interrupted  by  a  Portage 
rail  way  consisting  of  ten  inclined  planes  and  eleven 
levels;  that  it  is  highly  important  that  it  should  attract 
to  itself  all  the  trade  and  travel  which  can  be  diverted 
to  it  from  every  part  of  the  east  and  west  by  the  vari- 
ous and  superior  facilities  it  holds  out  to  the  pub- 
lic; the  importance  of  adding  to  these  in  every 
particular,  and  lessening  or  removing  every  thing 
which  subtracts  from  Ihem,  cannot  be  doubted  for  a 
moment. 

The   following  statement   is  believed  to  vary  very  I  ——    40  50 

little,  if  any,  from  the  truth.    Horse  hire  is  estimated    Deduct  cost  of  stationary  power, 
at  62J  cents  per  day,  so  as  to  include  all  charges  of  '      both  planes,  for  12  tons,  at  Sj  2  00 


planes,                         1  50 

9  tons,  at  82 

cts.  $7  38 

$1  99i 

$9  37J 

per  ton. 

22 

Total  cost  of  18  tons, 
from  Columbia  ba- 
sin to  Broad  street 
Philadelphia,         ?21  00 

18  tons,  at  82 
cts.  $U  76 

$6  24 

Tons  transported,     1 3     saving,     6  24 

34  6-100  pr.t. 
Equal  to  3  cents  per  bbl.  of  flour. 

B  it    this  statement  is  too  favorable  to  horse  power, 
cost   of 


manufacturing  district,  or  a  large  seaport  town,  will, 
under  ordinal  y  circumstances,  consist  of  heavy  articles, 
and  the  weight  of  the  return  load  in  the  case  stated, 
cannot  be  fairly  estimated  at  more  than  six  tons,  or  one 
third  of  that  taken  to  Philadelphia,  while  the  time  oc- 
cupied, and  the  expense  incurred,  will  be  nearly  the 
same  as  above  stated.  Bearing  these  facts  in  mind,  the 
account  will  then  stand  as  follows: 

COST    OF  nOBSE  PO  WEB  AS  ABOVE. 

18  tons  from  Columbia  to  Phila- 
delphia, S20  25 

6  tons  from  Philadelphia  to  Co- 
lumbia, 20  25 


$38  50 
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COST    BT    STEAM    POWER. 


24  tons,  at  82  cents  per  ton,  S19  63 

Cost  of  six  Ions,  from  Philadelphia  to 


Difference  in  favor  of  steam, 
Difference  per  ton, 


gsl3  90 
59J  cts. 


Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  to  produce  a  result  so  favor- 
able to  the  use  of  horse  power  compared  with  that  of 
steam,  the  whole  expense  of  each  horse  must  not  ex- 
ceed sixty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  day — that  each  horse 
must  draw  a  load  of  three  tons,  exclusive  of  one  to  one 
and  a  half  tons,  the  weight  of  the  cars — that  the  differ- 
ence of  expense  in  favor  of  steam  when  one  horse  and 
one  car  only  are  employed,  is 

g2  16  or  per  ton     72  cents. 


On  6  Ions,  by  two 

horses, 
On  9  tons.by  three 

horses, 

2  08 
1  99 

34 
22 

On  18  tons, 

gl  28 

Avenoge, 

7  cts.  per  ton 

While  by  the  second  and  fairer 
estimate,  the  difference  in  favor  of 
steam  is. 


59}  cts. 


In  all  these  estimates,  the  horse  must  travel  at  the 
rate  of  28  miles  per  day,  (Sundays  excepted)  the  whole 
season  on  the  average;  one  half  of  the  time  with  a  lo'd 
of  more  than  four  tons  each, car  included;  and  the  other 
half  with  a  load  of  more  than  two  tons,  car  included; 
the  greater  portion  of  the  way  on  an  acclivity  while  re- 
turning. If  the  return  trip  could  always  be  accomplish- 
ed in  two  days,  the  difference  would  be  somewhat  les- 
sened, but  the  practicability  of  this  is  considered  to  be 
very  doubtful,  as  respects  the  average  of  horses  and 
days  throughout  the  season. 

To  this  difference  in  the  expense  must  be  added  the 
difference  in  the  time  necessary  to  the  performance  of 
the  trip,  which  is  more  than  equal  lo  two  d.iys,  and 
equal  in  point  of  time  to  an  increase  of  the  distance 
from  Columbia  to  Philadelphia,  of  164  miles,  and  of 
course  the  same  from  Pittsburg  to  Philadelph 


committee,  be  found  expedient  to  permit  the  use  of 
animal  power  upon  it,  until  time  and  experience  shall 
prove  its  equal  or  superior  advantages. 

The  indiscriminate  or  proportioned  use  of  steam  and 
horse  power  by  wliomsotver  owned,  would  be  still 
more  dis.advantageous.  The  expense  of  a  horse  path 
would  still  be  required,  for  at  least  one  track  of  the 
road,  and  while  the  inconveniences  arising  from  the  use 
of  a  crowd  of  horses  and  drivers,  would  be  lessened — 
this  advantage  would  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by 
the  difficulty  of  adjusting  their  varying  rate  of  speed. 
The  difficulty  will  be  aggravated  by  the  use  of  both 
kinds  of  power  indiscriminately  by  several  companies, 
or  by  individuals  in  the  ratio  of  their  number. 

The  conflicting  interests  of  several  companies — and 
still  more  frequently  conflicting  interests  of  individuals 
—the  neglect  and  caprice  and  wilfulness  of  their 
agents,  would  in  their  opinion  produce  a  most  injurious 
effect. 

Should  steam  motive  power  be  supplied  by  a  com- 
pany or  companies,  the  question  presents  itself  under 
different  aspects;  several  methods  of  effecting  it  are 
offered  for  consideration.  One  is  to  permit  several 
companies  to  furnish  it  for  certain  parts  of  the  road  to 
which  their  action  may  be  limited  respectively.  This 
method  would  obviate  many  of  the  embarrassments 
incident  to  those  already  suggested  arising  from  the  conj 
Aiding  interests  of  separate  companies  extending  over 
the  whole  of  the  road.  The  predominating  influence 
of  corporate  interests  over  the  interest  of  the  State  in 
the  preservation  of  the  road,  and  the  in'erestsand  con- 
venience of  individuals;  want  of  harmony  in  their  ac- 
tion as  respects  each  other — and  with  those  who  carry 
the  trade,  &c.  on  the  canals,  would  still  be  serious  ob- 
jections. Yet  these  objections  would  apply  with  more 
force  ifto  these  privileges  to  such  companies  were  added 
that  of  being  common  carreers.  In  the  latter  case  it  would 
be  difficult  to  prevent  them  from  cnteringinto  commer- 
c'al  speculations,the  tendt  ncy  of  which  would  be  to  the 
exercise  of  their  power  to  convey  their  own  merchan- 
dise to  market  while  prices  were  high,  while  they  ne- 
glecti  d  to  convey  that  of  other  persons.  The  same 
objections  though  with  less  force,  would  apply  to  the 
mntive  power  with  or  without  the  privilege  of  bein^ 
common  carriers,  being  placed  in  the  possession  of  a 
single  companv.  While  on  the  one  hand,  a  greater 
harmony  of  action  would  be  insured,  yet  on  the  other, 
uhlic  would  be  subjected  to  the  power  of  a  monop- 


Butthe  exclusive  use  of  animal  motive  power  on  the  !  oly  without  the  benefits  of  competition — and  the   same 


road,  will  be  attended  with  other  great  disadvantage: 
horse  path  will  be  required,  the  cost  of  which  is  estimated 
at  $85,000;  the  annual  expense  of  keeping  it  in  repair  is 
ascertained  to  have  been  J5300  per  mile.  To  a  waste  of 
power  arising  from  the  necessity  of  using  Fufficlent  on 
the  more  level  parts  of  the  road  to  enable  the  horse  to 
overcome  the  (jreater  acclivities;  interrupfons  arising 
from  inequality  in  the  strength  and  speed  of  horses;  dii- 
ficulty,  if  not  impricticabiliiy  of  keeping  up  a  uniform 
rate  and  rapidity  of  progress,  occ.isioned  by  the  care- 
lessness  or  wilfulness  of  drivers,  under  any  regulations 
which  could  be  adopted;  consequent  interruption,  de- 
lay and  dispersion  of  tiade  to  other  and  rival  channels 
of  conveyance.  The  road  under  such  circumstances, 
would  be  peculiarly  unfitted  for  the  rapid  conveyance 
of  passengers,  to  whom  it  ought  to  afford  facilities,  and 
to  whom  it  will, under  proper  management,  be  exceed- 
ingly and  increasingly  attractive.  All  the  above  dis. 
advantaires  will  be  experienced  whether  the  power  is 
owned  by  the  Commonwealth  or  a  company.  The  u^e 
of  the  wliole  of  the  road  by  different  companies,  woidd 
be  still  inore  productive  of  all  these  inconveniences; 
and  the  indiscriminate  use  of  the  whole  road  by  numer- 
ous individuals,  would  but  increase  the  evil  The  most 
advantageous  use  of  horse  power  would  be  effected  by 
confining  the  operaiioiis  of  companies  to  certain 
and  limited  portions  of  the  road;  but  under  any  aspect 
of  the  case  presented,  it  will  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your 


difficulty  of  confining  their  operations  within  legitimate 
bounds — the  r'lad  itself  not  being  their  own  property, 
would  be  liable  to  the  same  injury. 

'I'he  plan  of  permitting  a  single  company  to  furnish 
the  motive  power  without  that  of  becoming  common 
Curriers  in  the  legitimate  use  of  the  word,  presents  it- 
self to  the  minds  of  your  committee  as  the  most  favora- 
ble of  any  yet  dwelt  upon,  supposing  their  operations 
confined  within  proper  limits:  yet  it  could  not  but  be 
less  agreeable  to  our  citizens,  and  more  likely  to  affect 
their  interest  unfavorably,  than  it  would  be  if  left  in  the 
possession  of  the  agents  of  the  State,  and  regulated 
with  a  view  to  the  common  good,  and  the  motive  pow- 
er at  the  same  time  furnished  at  the  cheapest  rate. 

If  the  road  is  let  to  a  company,  that  company  must 
stipulate  to  charge  no  more  than  a  certain  price,  either 
for  the  use  of  the  power  or  for  transportation,  as  the 
case  may  be.  They  must  also  carry  all  the  trade  that 
offers  itself  without  delay,  favor  or  partiality,  and  in  a 
reasonable  time.  They  must  supply  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  engines,  cars,  &c.  for  the  purpose.  Suppose 
they  should  find  it  their  interest  to  prefer  one  kind  of 
transportation  to  aniither?  The  trade  along  the  line  to 
that  from  the  western  parts  of  the  State.  They  may 
not  have  a  sufficient  nuoiher  of  engines  on  the  road  — 
How  can  ihey  he  compelled  to  add  to  their  number.' — 
Cannot  they  alledge  the  force  of  uncontrolable  cir- 
cumstances in  their  defence'    Yhe  burden  of  proof  to 
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the  contrary  must  rest  on  the  Commonwealth.  Can  she 
legally  act  with  a  promptitude  equal  to  the  emergencj  > 
Can  she  interpose  with  effect  under  circumstances  re- 
quiring immediate  and  prompt  remedy?  It  may  be  an- 
svi-ered  that  such  cases  are  nQt  likely  to  occur.  That  a 
sense  of  their  own  interest  will  lead  to  a  different  course. 
That  depends  on  the  nature  of  the  stiinilations — if  they 
have  made  an  advantageous  bargain,  they  will  be  in- 
clined to  make  tlie  most  of  it,  and  their  advantages 
must  be  acquired  at  tlie  expL-nse  of  the  trader  or  the 
State  at  large.  But  can  they  not  be  subjected  to  legal 
restraint.'  The  arm  of  the  law  is  strong — but  slow  to 
act,  and  the  remedy  comes  too  late  to  be  effectual. 

The  Columbia  rail  road  differs  from  all  others  known 
to  your  commitlee,  in  more  than  one  particular.  In  all 
others  the  companies  or  individuals  to  whom  they  be- 
long, are  at  the  same  time  the  owners  of  the  road,  of 
the  locomotive  or  other  motive  power,  if  not  the  pas- 
senger cars,  and  hence  being  interested  in  every  way  in 
preserving  them;  while  being  transporters  and  common 
carriers,  they  have  every  inducement  to  preserve  the 
good  condition  of  every  portion  of  their  property,  and 
the  profitable  use  of  it,  which  can  only  be  effected  by 
affording  all  the  facilities  of  trade  and  travel  which  the 
case  admits  of,  or  are  presented  by  their  rivals.  The 
Columbia  rail  road,  on  the  contrary,  is  the  projierty  of 
the  Commonwealth,  and  no  other  arrangement  than  the 
one  now  in  operation,  can  place  the  State  in  the  same 
relation,  (exceptin.g  that  they  will  not  be  common  car- 
riers,)  to  her  roads,  as  these  companies  are  placed  in 
relation. to  theirs,  than  that  proposed,  to  wit,  furnish- 
ing all  the  motive  power  itself  or  by  its  agents. 

The  highway  principle  is  under  the  present  system 
adopted,  so  (at  it  is  thought  to  be  expedient,  and  con- 
sistent with  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth  and  its 
citizens.  Competition  has  full  play  in  every  thing  bu* 
the  ownership  of  the  engines,  and  the  supply  of  the 
motive  power.  Any  person  may  own  as  m.iny  cars  as 
he  pleases — load  them  as  he  pleases — and  for  whom 
and  at  what  price  he  pleases — attach  thein  almost 
when  he  pleases — »;o  as  far  on  the  road  as  he  pleases, 
under  such  restrictions  only  as  a  due  regard  for  the 
common  interest  imposes.  It  is  the  interest  of  th 
State  to  furnish  the  requisite  number  of  enK'ines  and 
amount  of  power;  and  her  means  are  equal  to  the  exi- 
gency. She  will  furnish  it  at  a  lower  rate,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, than  inilividuals  can;  for  they  ;««.«<  char.<e  a 
profit;  and  the  State  will  only  obtain  her  pofiis  through 
the  medium  of  the  expected  increase  of  tolls. 

The  competition  expected  from  the  exertion  of  indi- 
vidual enterprise, will, in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
so  fur  :is  respects  locomotive  engines,  have  little  op- 
portunity to  develope  itself,  until  lime  and  experience 
have  tested  the  merits  of  the  highway  system,  shoutd 
it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  legislature  to  adopt  it.  The 
purchase  and  maintenance  of  a  locomotive  engine,  re- 
quires a  considerable  capital,  consequently  the  num- 
ber of  competitors  will  he  very  limited,for  ihey  cannot 
but  be  awaie  th  it  the  next  Legislature  may  repeal  the 
acts  of  this.  Confidence  must  first  be  telt  before  ad- 
venturers will  invest  their  funds  or  those  who  stake 
their  m  ans  on  a  venture,  wll  assuredly  charge  the 
value  of  that  venture  on  the  citizen. 

The  committee  will  now  inquire  whether  or  nnt, their 
views  are  sustained  by  those  of  lithers  more  experienc- 
ed, and  who  by  their  science,  skill,  and  continued  ob- 
servation, are  better  qualified  to  arrive  at  just  coi. elu- 
sions on  a  subject  which  has  long  occupied  their  atten 
lion,  than  your  committee  consider  them-elvesto  be. 

An  eminent  engineer,  Moncure  Rohinson,  Esq.  in 
s  letter  addressed  to  the  chairmm  of  a  committee  to 
whom  this  subject  was  referred  in  the  session  of  1832 
— 3,  Vol.  2.  Journals  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
page  720,  expresses  his  opinion  to  the  following  eft't  ct. 
That  the  Columbia  rail  road  ought  not  to  be  made  a 
public  highway.  That  if  for  no  otlier  reason,'  not 
horse  power  but  that  of  steam  should  be  the  motive 
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power  used  on  the  rail  ruads,  because  it  would  proba- 
bly require  four  days  to  transport  from  Columbia  to 
PhiLidelphia  by  horse  power,  while  if  locomotives  were 
used,  it  might  be  accomplished  in  six  hours.  That  iha 
Philadelphia  and  Columbia  road  ought  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  a  sin,;le  head;  and  hence,  as  well  as  for 
other  reasons  there  stated,  it  ought  nut  to  be  thrown 
open  to  the  public  as  a  common  highway. 

The  committee  now  respectfoUy  beg  leave  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  LegiNlatuie  to  the  report  of  E.  K. 
Ci)',Esq  to  the  canal  commissioners — see  their  repurt 
to  the  Legislature,session  1833—4 — which  beingjlhe  re- 
sult ot  an  investigation  directed  by  the  canal  commis- 
sioners, by  a  gentleman  whose  opptirtui.itics  of  arriv- 
ing at  correct  conclusions  on  the  subject,  at  least  so 
far  as  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail  road  is 
concerned,  have  been  exceeded  perhaps  by  none.  Mr. 
Gay  says: 

"  The  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail  way  is  design- 
ed to  connect  tlie  eastern  extremity  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canals  wiih  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  by  so  doing, 
it  forms  a  '  link'  in  the  >rrand  chain  of  cummunication 
between  the  waters  of  the  east  and  the  west;  and  is 
also  destined,  at  no  distant  day,  to  form  a  part  of  the 
line  of  improvement  whicli  will  extend  fiom  the  city 
uf  New  York  to  New  Orleans.  As  the  hne  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Pittsburg  is  formed  partly  by  canals  and 
partly  by  rail  ways,  three  separate  transhipments  must 
take  place  between  these  two  cities,  viz: — at  Columbia. 
at  Hol!idaysburg,  and  at  Juhnstown.  In  order,  there- 
fore, to  counterbalance  the  evil  effects  produced  by 
the  delays  attending  transhipments  it  is  highly  impor- 
tant, if  not  absolutely  necessaiy,  that  this  line  of  rail 
way  should,  by  its  offering  the  greatest  possible  facili- 
ties for  a  speedy  transit  of  freight  and  p.issengers,  not 
only  compensate  lor  the  inconveniences  above  alluded  to, 
but,  by  its  superurity  in  this  resptct,  attract  trade  to 
the  whole  1  ne. 

"  \9i  3.  motive  power  up.n  rail  ways,  iwo  species  ^vc 
used,  viz:— animal  and  steam.  I  will,  therefore,  pro- 
ceed to  note  the  relative  capacity  and  expense  of  each, 
as  adapted  to  this  road;  first  rcmarking,that  the  amount 
of  tonnage  tjkcn  by  either,  is  calculated  as  bein.i; 
adapted  to  the  grade  at  the  Gap  section,  which,  al- 
ihuugh  it  will  limit  the  amount  taken  at  each  ijad 
throughout  the  line,  will,  by  its  so  doing,  render  the 
trains  capable  of  travelling  at  higher  velocities  on  other 
parts  of  the  lines,  and  thereby  save  in  velocity  what  is 
lost  in  power. 

"An  engine  weighing  six  tons,  can  make  the  trip 
from  Columbia  to  Philadelphia,  drawing  20  tons  ex- 
clusive of  car--,  at  an  average  rale  of  ten  miles  per 
hour:  the  whole  distance  will  be  passed  in  eight  and 
one-fourth  hours,  allowing  the  engine  to  make  but  one 
trip  per  day.  The  expense,  from  the  best  data  which 
I  have  beeji  able  to  obtain,  will  be  12  dollars,  and  to 
convey  the  same  amount  of  tonnage  by  less  power,  will 
require  six  horses  ;  nd  three  drivers  for  three  days,  at 
an  expense  of  18  dollars,  making  a  difference  in  ex- 
pense of  six  iliillars,  in  favour  of  steam,  exclusive  of 
repairs  of  the  horse  path. 

"I  now  proceed  to  note  the  injury  likely  to  result  to 
the  road  from  the  Use  of  each:  Slight  undulations  in 
the  surface  of  the  rails,  furmed  by  the  setting  of  the 
bloclis  or  an  uneven  joining  of  the  rails,  tend  to  pro- 
duce a  series  of  concussions  between  the  wheel  _^anjo'e» 
and  I  ails  which  are  more  or  less  violent,  in  proportion 
to  the  velocity  of  the  body  niovin.ir,  and  tend  to  sepa- 
rate the  rails;  from  this  cause,  therefore,  so  far  as  ve- 
Incily  is  concerned,  the  road  would  receive  most  injury 
1  the  use  of  locomolives.  The  same  result  is,  how- 
•,  produced  bv  horses  constantly  travelling  in  the 
centre  of  the  track,  which,  by  compacting  the  mate- 
rials forming  the  horse  path,  together  with  the  pressure 
of  the  cars,  tend  gradually  to  force  the  blocks  apart; 
the  injury,  therefore,  resulting  to  the  track  from  this 
le,  being  in  both  cases  similar,   the  expense  attend- 
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ing  the  re-adju3tment  of  the  rails  and  blocks  will, with 
the  use  either  ot  hvrse  or  steam,  be  nearly  the  same. 

"In  the  above  comparison,  1  consider  myself  fully 
sustained  by  the  operations  attending  the  repairs  on 
the  eas  ern'22  miles  of  this  road,  durmg  the  past  sea- 
son. It  remains  tor  me  now  to  mention  the  last,  and 
by /ar  most  important  item,  which  will  form  a  differ- 
ence in  the  expense  of  using  steam  or  horses,  viz: — 
the  horse  path. 

"Upon  the  60  miles  of  road  now  being-  made  on  this  line, 
a  horse  path  of  stone  is  not  contracted  for,  and  if  steam 
is  used  as  a  motive  power,  it  will  not  be  required!  but 
ii  horses  should  be  used,  then  in  the  oricfinal  construc- 
tion of  the  road,  an  additional  expense  of  85,000  dollars 
must  be  incurred,  the  interest  on  which  should  be  add- 
ed to  the  cost  of  transportation  with  horses,  together 
with  the  repairs  of  the  horse  path,  which,  if  I  may 
judge  from  the  repairs  of  the  past  season,  cannot  be 
less  on  an  average  than  ?3U0  per  mile;  and  this,  for  77 
miles,  (the  distance  between  the  two  inclined  planes, 
as  horses  must  be  used  on  the  balance  of  the  road  ) 
gives  Jg23,100  per  year,  applicable  solely  to  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  with  horses. 

"  With  this  view  of  the  subject,  showing  the  saving 
both  in  time  and  expense  to  be  decidedly  in  favour  ot 
the  transportation  being  done  with  sfeam  locomotives, 
»nd  believing  them  best  calculated  to  accommndate  the 
public  interest,  I  cannnt  hesitate  to  recommprd  steam 
as  a  motive  power,  to  be  used  between  the  twoincl  ned 
planes. 

"  During  tlie  past  season,  a  disposition  has  been 
manifest  on  the  part  of  many  respectable  inhabitants 
residing  along  the  line,  within  twenty  mles  of  Phi  a- 
delphia,  in  favour  of  tlie  promis'  uous  use  of  horses  up- 
on the  road,  by  which  means  the  products  of  the  coun- 
try would  be  taken  to  market  in  cars. 

"If  this,  therefore,  should  be  the  case,  the  rail  way 
contiguous  to  the  city  would  be  literally  thronged  with 
cars  at  least  four  days  out  of  seven,  to  the  serimis  delay, 
if  not  entire  exclusion  of  passenger  travelling,  and  the 
great  carrying  trade  between  the  east  and  the  west, 
which  is  of  the  highest  importance  tu  the  system  of 
internal  improvement  now  in  progress  in  this  Comm>  n- 
wealth.  It  is  not  my  desire  to  throw  any  obstruction  in 
the  way  of  a  free  use  of  the  road  by  the  inhabitants  re- 
siding along  the  line;  but  it  must  be  manifest,  from  a 
slight  view  of  the  subject,  that  a  multitude  of  horses 
»iid  cars,  travelling  on  the  road  at  various  degrees  of 
velocity,  would  be  productive  of  repeated  and  vexa. 
tious  ilelays,  whirh  would  be  altogether  detrimental  to 
the  reputation  of  the  road,  as  a  medium  of  transporta- 
tion between  the  cmal  and  tide  "water.  Bel'eving, 
tlieiefore,  thai  horses  cannot  be  advantageously  used 
upon  the  road,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  my 
confident  a.ssurance,  that  steam  as  a  motive  power,  if 
properly  systemizrd,  and  judiciously  used,  can  be 
made,  (in  the  gieatest  possible  degree,)  to  accommo- 
date the  wants  of  the  carrying  trade,  as  well  as  the  in- 
habitants residing  along  the  line.  It  remains  for  us  to 
inquire  by  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  shall  locomo- 
tives be  used.  On  this  point  1  have  only  10  declare  my 
decided  concurrence,  with  your  own  sentiments,  as  ex- 
pressed in  discussions  of  this  subject  at  various  times 
during  the  past  srason,  viz:  That  Locomotive  engines 
should  be  purchased,  placed  upon  the  road,  and  used 
bi/  t/ie  Coinmonweohh,  as  a  motive  power  between  the 
rolumbia  and  Schuylkill  inclined  planes.  In  conse 
qiicnce  of  the  great  wear  and  tear,  which  would  be 
Ilk.  ly  to  attend  a  protiiscunus  use  of  burthen  cars,  be- 
longing to  the  State,  from  carelessness  of  individuals 
nut  having  an  interest  in  their  preset  vatinn,  it  is  pro- 
posed that  any  individual,  or  company  of  individuals, 
who  desire  to  use  the  road,^hall  furnish  their  own  cars, 
either  for  freight,  or  passengers,  and  make  their  own 
arrangements  for  taking  them  either  to,  or  from  the  foot 
of  the  inclined  planes. 

"  In  concluding  this  subject,  I  will  only  notice  one. 


among  many  important  reasons,  which  suggest  them- 
selves to  me,  in  favour  of  the  motive  power  upon  this 
road,  being  furnished  by  the  Commonwealth. 

"  In  so  extensive  a  line  of  communication  as  one  be- 
tween the  Delaware  and  the  Ohio,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  no  single  individual  can  either  from  want  of 
means  or  otiier  causes,  so  far  extend  and  systematize 
hs  operations,  asa  firwarding  merchant,  as  to  embrace 
the  whole  length  of  the  improvement,  and  ensure  cer- 
tainty and  despatch  in  the  transportation  of  freight.  It 
follows,tlierefore,  that  the  great  corning  trade  between 
the  points  above  mentioned,  must  and  will  be  done  by 
transpor'atlon  comr;anles;  and  if  this  be  the  case,  it 
cannot  be  supposed  that  each  of  these  companies  could 
be  allowed  to  place  their  own  locomotive  upon  the 
road;  the  consequence  of  which  would  be,  to  create  a 
spirit  of  opposition,  that,  by  an  injudicious  use  of  the 
engines,  would  be  destructive  to  the  road,  and  also 
tend  in  a  great  measure  to  exrlude  individuals  from 
its  use,  who  are  not  able  to  purchase  a  locomotive;  nor 
can  it  be  supposed  that  these  companies,  who  have 
such  a  variety  of  interests,  would  unite  and  form  one 
company,  for  the  purposes  of  transportation  upon 
the  rail  way.  If,  therefore,  a  separate  company, 
or  companies,  be  incorporated  to  use  this  road, 
who  have  no  interest  in  common  with  thej  others, 
then  the  chain  of  communication,  so  far  as  it  regards 
responsibility, is  broken,  and  a  great  variety  of  interests 
will  become  dependant  upon  the  caprice  of  a  company 
of  individuals,  who  will  always  confer  favours  or  give 
preferences,  as  may  suit  their  pleasure  or  convenience. 

"  But  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  motive  power  is  fur- 
nished by  the  Commonwealth,  ever)  operation  relative 
to  its  use,  can  be  completely  systematized,  which  is  a 
matter  oi  the  hlghiest  importance  m  the  use  of  locomo- 
tives;  and  any  individual  who  desires  to  use  the  road, 
has  only  to  pay  his  toll,  attach  his  car  or  cars  to  the  en- 
gine, in  turn,  as  he  may  arrive,  and  soon  be  set  down 
at  the  point  of  his  destination.  By  this  arrangement,  no 
preferences  or  prejudices  will  be  likely  to  prevail,  so  as 
to   interrupt  the  regularity  of  trade,  which  its  adoption 

One  year  later,  afier  experience  had  tested  to  a  cer- 
tain extent  the  correctness  of  the  views,  that  gentleman 
continues  to  entertain  the  same  opinions — See  report 
of  Nov.  2d,  1834,  to  canal  commissioners. 

In  a  letter  to  the  chairman  of  your  committee,  he 
ably  sustains  his  former  views,  as  follows: 

"You  dtsire  such  a  statement  of  the  practical  incon- 
venience of  throwing  the  Columbia  and  Phladelphia 
rail  way  open  as  a  public  highway,  as  my  experience 
m.y  suggest.  1  have  always  supposed  that  the  plan 
po.-posed  for  using  the  roail,  viz.  The  motive  power 
to  be  furnished  by  the  State,  and  Individuals  to  furnish 
cars,  and  do  the  transportation,  was  in  ejfect  throwing 
tlie  road  open  to  the  use  of  ttie  public-  but  presuming, 
that,by  the  v/oid public,  you  mean  indiscriminate  use  of 
the  road,  I  shad  endeavor  briefly  to  give  you  such 
reasons  against  the  measures  as  my  experience  will  jus- 
tify. 

"A  rail  way  differs  from  a  common  road,  in  one  es- 
sential particular,  viz:  all  vehicles  travelling  upon  a 
rail  way  cannot  deviate  from  a  single  track,  except  at 
points  especially  prepared  forsuch  deviation.  Whereas 
on  a  common  road,  persons  travellln,g,are  not  confined 
10  a  particular  track, but  may  arcommodate  themselves 
by  deviating  to  the  right  or  left,  as  may  suit  their  plea- 
sure or  convenience;  it  follows  therefore,  that  upon  a 
rail  way,  when  a  large  amount  of  trade  is  done,  serious 
incnnvenleiice  must  be  experiei  ced,  unless  the  rate  of 
speed  travelled  upon  it  Is  nearly  uniform. 

"  Upon  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail  way,  if 
horses  should  be  used,  about  six  hundred  cars  will  be 
required  to  do  the  /  co/ and  conn/trade,  of  the  ensuing 
season.  These  cars  distributed  over  the  road,  would 
give  about  four  to  each  mile,  travelling  each  way,  per 
day.     There  are  already  about  forty  private  sideings 
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constructed  by   individuals,   at  different  points  on   tl\e 

ri);»d,   and  as  many  more  will  probably  be  put  in,  wli  cli 

uill  average  about  one  to  each  mile;  alltlte  individuals 

owning  turnouts  or  sidein^js,   propose  to  use  their  own 

cars. 

"  The  experience  of  the  past  season  lias  clearly  pro- 
ven, that  burden  cars  carrying  three  tons,  cannot  be 
drawn  at  a  rale  exceeding',  on  Ike  average,  four  miiea  per 
hour — with  th^se  facts  before  us,  it  must  be  evident, 
that  with  six  hundred  cars  on  the  road,  (a  large  portion 
of  which,  will  be  owned  at  intervening  points  on  it,) 
having  different  hours  for  Stirling  and  different  places 
for  stopping,  travelling  at  different  dt-grres  of  velocity, 
according  to  the  amount  of  their  loading;  there  would 
be  no  possibility  of  enforcing  any  code  of  regulation, 
so  as  to  prevent  the  frequent  and  vexatious  collisions 
and  interruptions  consequent  upon  the  great  variety  of 
interests  concernrd.  Except  fur  speed,  rail  ways 
would  be  of  little  use.  The  public  would  be  better  ac- 
commodated with  M'Adamized  turnpikes;  but  for  at- 
taining speed,  so  necessary  on  an  extensive  thort)Ugh- 
fare,  a  rail  way  is  decidedly  superior,  when  steam  can 
be  used,  which  indeed  I  consider  the  only  motive  pow-  , 
erthat  should  be  used  upon  any  rail  way  over  ten  miles  | 

in  length.     Should  a  promiscuous  use  of  horses  be  per-  '  formed  the  dunes  of  sup 
mittedon   the  Columbia  rail  way,  the  great  number  of  '  during  the    period  that  it 


of  action,  order,  regularity  and  despatch — that  it  con- 
sists often  planes  and  eleven  levels — that  all  the  parts 
of  the  machinery,  animate  and  inanimate,  must,  in  or- 
der to  answer  the  intended  purpose,  be  impelled  under 
the  direction  of  one  principal — one  main  spring,  and 
well  adjusted  wheels, — the  inference  of  your  commit- 
tee is  that  it  should  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  agents  of 
the  Commonwealth;  admitting,  nevertheless,  as  much 
room  for  the  competition  of  individii  ds  as  is  consistent, 
in  their  opinion,  wiili  the  gcnerd  object  and  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Commonwealth  as  such,  and  of  its  citizens. 
With  this  view  they  have  reported  the  bid  (81)  on  yciur 
files,  which, while  it  provides  for  retaining  the  direction 
oftiie  animal  motive  power,  leaves  the  ownership  in 
the  possession  of  individu-ils. 

A  letter  addressed  to  the  chairman  of  your  commit- 
tee, at  his  request,  by  a  late  agent  on  this  mad,  forms 
a  valuable  part  of  this  report,  and  is  corroborated  by 
the  letter  of  another,  addressed  as  above. 

Haiirisbdiigh,  January  14,  1835. 

Sir — In  accordance  with  your  request  of  last  evening, 

I  now  proceed  to  give  you  my  views  relative  to  the  best 

ng  the  Portage  rail  road.     Having  per- 

tendent  of  transportation 

been  open  for  public  us 


burden  cars,  and  their  slow  rates  of  travelling,  would  ;  I  have  become  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the  mi- 
necessarily  exclude  from  the  road,  passenger  travelling  I  imtiac  connected  with  it.  1  » ill  give  as  briefly  as  I  can 
— which  at  present,  bids  fair  to  become  a  profitable  the  result  of  the  experience  obtained  during  the  past 
source  of  revenue  on  this  rail  way.  {season.     The  plan  of  transportation  hitherto  pursued, 

"The  idea  i>f  allowing  individuals  to  use  steam  if  has  been  as  nearly  that  of  a  public  highway  as  the  na- 
they  please,  is  so  extremely  objectionable,  and  one  I  ture  of  the  road  admitted-  1  he  moving  power  on  the 
which  if  carried  into  eflfect,  would  bring  nothing  but  [  le>  els  being  owned  and  managed  entirely  by  private 
puin  to  the  rail  way,  and  be  of  no  benefit  to  the  public,  I  companies   or  individuals,   whilst  that  on   the  inclined 


that  I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  further  remarks 
in  relation  to  it." 

The  committee  are  authorized  in  stating,  thqt  the 
following  is  the  plan  of  operations  on  the  Philadelphia 
and  Columbia  rail  road: 

"  1st.  As  many  engines  as  may  be  required  for  that 
purpose,  shall  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porting all  passengers  travelling  through  between  Co- 


planes,  alone,  rem;iined  in  the  possession  of  the  agents 
of  the  Commonwealth;  who  had  no  control  over  the 
movements  of  the  cars  or  horses,  except  to  fix  the  time 
of  their  departure  from  certam  points,  and  their  rates 
of  speed.  It  does  not,  however,  follow  that  the  au- 
thority to  decide  upon  the  proper  rate  of  sp-ed  tD  be 
kept  by  these  using  the  road,  includes  the  absolute 
power  of  regulating  it   where  many    individuals  with 


lumbia  and  Philadelphia.  These  engines  will  not  stop  I  separate  and  even  conflicting  interests  are  concerned; 
at  any  intermediate  points,  except  for  the  purpose  of  |  and  in  the  case  of  the  Portage,  consisting  of  ten  inclin- 
being  supplied  with  water.  I  ed  planes,  varying  in  length'from  1400  to 3 100  feet, and 

"2d.  A  number  of  engines,  corresponding  with  the  !  in  height  from  I'SU  to  308  feet — and  eleven  levels  va- 
amount  of  trade,  shall  be  employed  for  the  transporta-  I  rying  in  length  from  one  fourth  of  a  mile  to  thirieen 
tion  of  freight  passing  through  between  Columbia  and  |  miles,  this  has  been  already  fully  proven.  Upon  the 
Philadelphia,  and  are  designed  for  ihe  transportation  of  i  opening  of  the  mad  in  March  last,  there  were  but  few 
such  articles  only  as  pass  upon  the  canals.  j  cars  running,  and  the  delays  from  want  of  regul  iri'y, 

"  3d.  A  sufficient  number  of  engines  will  be  provid-  •  were  unimportant.  During  the  season,  the  number  of 
ed  to  convey  all  passengers  travelling  to  and  from  i  transporting  companies  was  increased,  and  it  was  dis- 
points  intermediate  between  Columbia  and  Philadel-  '  covered  that  the  difficulty  of  regulating  the  transporta- 
phia.  These  engines  are  to  stop  for  the  purpose  of  J  tion  was  augmented  in  proportion.  More  cars  were  of 
taking  in  or  letting  out  all  way  pissengers,  whenever  I  course  requisite,  and  with  new  companies  came  new 
desired.  I  interests  which  could  not  always  be  in  accordance  with 

"4th.  As  many  engines  as  may  be  found  nece  sarv,  each  other.  The  various  plans  pursued  by  the  trans- 
shallbeemployediiithe  conveyanceofallthe  local  trade  j  porter  Hill  tend  to  show,  what  different  views  were 
oF  the  country   through  which  the  rail   way  passes. —  I  entertained  by  tliem  as  to  the  most  convenient  method 


These  engines   will  stop  at  any  private  sidmg  for  the 
purpose  of  attaching  or  detaching  cars." 

Admitting  the  correctness  of  the  cmclusions  of  your 
cotpmittee,  so  far  as  they  respect  the  owners  and  the 
kind  of  power  owned  or  to  be  owned  on  the  Philadel- 
phia and  Columbia  rail  road,  your  committee  believe 
that  their  application  to  the  circumstances  attending 
the  Alleghe -y   Portage  road,  is  fully  justified,  at  least 


of  using  the  road.  One  company  adopted  a  system  of 
relays  of  horses  and  drivers— placing  a  train  of  four 
cars  under  the  charge  of  a  conductor,  who  travelli  d 
with  it  through  the  route.  Another  company  purchased 
horses  and  employed  conductors  and  drivers,  without 
having  relays  of  either.  Others  hired  the  horses  or  con. 
traded  with  individuals  owning  them,  to  transport  for 
them  at  a  certain  sum  per  ton.     In  addition   to  these 


80  far  as  respects  the  arrangements  of  the  present  year,  !  there  were  a  number  of  individuals,  each  owning  a  few 
with  certain  exceptions.  Hitherto  it  has  been  used  j  cars,  who  were  engaged  in  carrying  coal,  brooms,  lum- 
nearly  as  a  public  highway,    but    such  have  been  the  !  ber,  &c      No  set  of  regulations  that  would  accommo- 


difficulties  which  have  occurred  in  conductingthe  busi- 
ness  done  upon  it,  that  your  committtee  h.ave  been  in- 
formed by  respectable  and  well  informed  persons,  that 
under  the  present  arrangement,  the  practicability  of 
retaining  suitable  persons  there  as  agents  of  the  State, 
is  very  doubtful.  Considered  as  a  link  of  the  chain 
where  it  is  all  important  to  preserve  absolute  harmony 


date  either  of  these  clisses  could  be  equally  satisfactory 
to  the  others.  The  time  of  starting  Ihe  trains  was 
maintained  throughout  the  season  with  tolerable  regu- 
larity, but  it  was  impractic'rble  to  establish  a  regular 
rale  of  speed.  With  the  comparatively  limited  trade  of 
the  past  year,  it  was  not  unusual  to  start  ten  trans  per 
day,  from  either  end  of  the  road.     Scarcely  two  of 
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these  trains  would  travel  at  the  same  rate  between  the 
inclined  planes,  which  of  course  separated  them.  The 
forward  train  would  sometimes  stop,  or  travel  slowly, 
and  the  delay  of  one  would  extend  to  all  the  trains  that 
succeeded  It.  It  was  often  exceedingly  difficult  to  ar 
rive  at  the  true  cause  of  detention.  Sometime  the 
trains  were  detained  unavoidably  at  the  mclined  planes 
by  slight  derangements  of  the  machinery.  In  such 
cases  no  blame  whatever  would  attach  to  those  having 
charge  of  them.  But  where  the  coniiuctors  or  drivers 
were  actually  guilty,  it  was  not  often  possible  to  obtain 
evidence  that  would  convict  them.  The  agents  of  the 
Commonwealth  had  no  direct  control  over  them,  nur  any 
better  means  of  pimishing  a  single  individual  for  an  in- 
fringement of  the  railway  regulations  than  that  affnrded 
through  a  court  of  justice:  which  has  proved  too  un- 
certain and  ineffeclual, under  the  peculiar  circumstances 
of  the  case.  This  difficulty  must  always  exist,  if  the 
road  is  used  as  a  public  highway,  unless  a  very  expen- 
sive police  with  well  defined  powers  should  be  estab- 
lished throuRhout  all  the  levels  on  the  road. 

There  were  delays  in  the  transportation  during  the 
iild  only  be   incident  to  a  single 


unfavorably  towards  a  system  of  public  highway  on  the 
rail  road,  may  appear  trifling  in  themselves,  hut  from 
frequent  repetition  will  be  found  to  constitute  serious 
obstacles  when  taken  in  the  aggregate. 

Although  no  longer  in  the  service  of  the  Common- 
wealth, yet  having  been  engaged  in  this  work  from  its 
commencement,  and  having  had  practical  experience 
of  the  difficulties  which  attended  the  management  of 
the  transportation  through  the  year  just  past,  I  feel 
anxious  that  the  system  adopted  for  the  future  should 
be  the  best  possible.  Whatever  plan  may  be  deemed 
best,  it  is  important  for  the  transporters,  and  for  the 
interest  of  the  State,  that  it  should  soon  be  decided 
upon,  as  the  time  for  making  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions for  carrying  it  into  effect,  is  already  very  lim- 
ited. 

I  am,  very  resj-ectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  MILNOR  HORERTS, 

Civil  Engineer. 
Late  Superintendent  uf  Transportation. 
AsnABAM  MiLtEH,  Esa. 


Chairman"  Commi 


■  Internal  Improvement 
HAURI9BCR6,  Jan.  14,  1835. 


past  season,  whici 

track,  and  others  occasioned  by  the  loading  and  unload 
ing  of  materials  for  the  second  ;racAr,  which  will  be  ob- 
viated in  future  by  its  completion.  I  think  however,  '  Abhaham  Milleb,  Esa- 
that  under  a  public  highway  system,  the  large  increase  '  Sir — Having  read  a  communication  made  to  you  this 
of  trade  and  the  addition  of  many  new  and  opposing  ]  day,  by  Mr.  W.  Milnor  Uoberts,  on  the  subject  uf  the 
interests  engaged  in  carrymg  it,  will  more  than  coun-  |  transportation  on  the  Allegheny  Portage  rail  road,  it 
terbalance  the  advantages  of  a  double  tack;  and  that  |  may  be  proper  for  me  to  slate  that  I  fully  concur  in  his 
under  such  a  system,  the  difficulties  of  managing  the  I  statement  of /ac<s. 

business  on  the   Portoge  rail  road,   will  increase  in  a        Having  been  upon  the  Portage   rail  road  during  the 

greater  ratio  than  the  tonnage.  past   year,    as  principal  assistant    engineer  upon   the 

It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  on  nineteen  miles    second  track,  I  have  had  constant  opportunities  of  ob- 

ofthe  Portage  rail  road,  where  horse  power  has  here- 1  serving,  the  mannerof  transporting  upon  the  first  track 


tofore  been  used,  and  will  probably  long  continue  to 
be  the  best  power,  there  are  about  five  miles  occupied 
by  inclined  planes,  on  which  the  horses  are  entirely  use- 
less; they  are  in  fact  sxposed  to  eminent  danger  from 
the  cars  which  ate  always  in  motion  when  the  horses 
are  about  the  planes.  But  the  danger  is  only  a  part  of  j  legisl 
the  consideration.  The  horses  in  passing  up  and  down  j  used 
must  expend  a  considerable  portion  of  their  muscular  '  with 


d  I  am  clearly  convinced  that  if  the  road  i 

public  highway,  during  the  year  1835,  d  fficulties  and 

delays   will    increase   with   the    increase   of  trade,  to 

the  great  injury  of  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth. 

transporting   companies  are  anxiously  awaiting 

ve  action  concerning  the   mcive   power  to  be 

the  coming  spring;  and  so  f.ir  as  I  am  acquainted 

;   sentiments  of  the   gentlemen  concerned    in 


strength,  without  assisting  in  the  slightest  degree  the  I  those  companies,  thet  think  that  the  Commonwealth 
transit  of  the  cars.  In  answer  to  this,  it  may  be  assert- 1  ought  to  furnish  the  power,  in  order  to  insure  regularity 
ed  that  the  owners  of  cars  may  employ  power  only  on  |  and  dcsrpatch  in  the  transit  of  goods  over  the  Allegheny 
the  levels,  but  this  would    be  found  loo  expensive  for  |  mountain. 


one  transporting  company;  unless  that  company  had 
command  of  all  the  trade  of  the  road.  In  the  report 
of  Mr.  Welch,  the  principal  engineer  of  the  Portag 
rail  road,  dated  October  oUth  l'834,  you  will  find  his 
calculation  of  the  cost  of  transporting  on  the  road  for 
the  season  ot  1835.  He  supposes  5U,000  tons  lobe 
passed  each    way;  which  amount  from  the  knowledgi 


Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.    W.   ROBERTS, 
Prin.  Asst.  Eng'r.  Portage  rail  road. 
If  in  the  conclusions  to  which  your  committee  have 
arrived,  it  should  appear    thai    they  have    sought  for 
truth  and  found  error,  they  must  submit  to  the   belter 


have  of  the  preparations  and  managements  made  by  '  judgment  of  the  Legislature,  but  they  take  occasion  to 
the  transporters,  I  shoulil  consider  a  moderate  estimate.  I  remark  that  on  a  subject  so  important,  involving  so 
The  number  of  horses  required  to  perform  the  labor,  I  many  details  arising  out  of  the  variant  circumstances  of 
according  to  his  calculation,  is  53;  and  the  number  of:  a  country  so  extensive  as  that  through  which  these 
men  who  will  h.ave  the  immediate  charge  of  the  horse  '  roads  pass,  and  the  still  greater  extent  of  that  with 
power  24.  1  his  calculation  supposes  that  seventeen  j  which  they  are  connected,  that  preconceived  opinions, 
miles  of  the  road  are  worked  with  locomotives.  \  originating  in  partial  views  of  the  subject,  want  of  pro- 

per and  extensive  information,   and  other  causes,  tend 
continu.ally  to  envelope  the  subject  in  doubt — to  control 
the  judgment  of  many   who   may  have   formed  other 
opinions,  which  to  tl.em  appear  equally  well  or  better 
founded — they  are  far  from  arrogating  to  themselves 
infallibility  of  judff  ment.     Under  such  circumstances, 
it  should  occasion  no   surprise  if  longer  experience  in 
the  use  of  the  roads,  should  prove  that  they  were  not 
imated    free  from  the  charge  of  imperfect  judgment.  To  arrive 
pected  j  at  a  full  and  entire  conviction,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
■''   --  "^  '     •       •■    '    "  •     ■     "•  ■'  operation. 


calculation 

re  worked 
He  has  made  liberal  allowances  for  wear  and  tear  of  I 
all  the  motive  power,  renewal  of  engines,  he.  He  esti- 
mates tlie  cost  of  carrying  one  ton  across  the  road 
at  79  8-10  cents.  On  the  level  parts  of  the  road  the 
cost  is  estimated  at  32^  cents.  This  is  the  portion 
where  motive  power  was  furnished  by  individuals  dur- 
ing the  season  just  passed,  for  which  thev  paid  from 
$1  to  $1  25  per  ton.  Some  of  the  levels  are  so  short 
that  one  or  two  horses  can  carry  the  amou-il  ( 
(100,000  tons)  over  them;  but  it  could  not  be  I 

that  separate  companies  wouM  combine  together  and  |  be  daily  on  the  road  when  it  shall  be  i 
furnish  the  power  on  the  levels  jointly.  Consequently  under  some  system,  to  witness  its  effects  whet-ever  and 
they  would  be  compelled  to  employ  a  large  surplus  on  whomsoever  thev  miglit  bear,  before  the  merits  and 
power,  or  fall  back  to  the  plane  in  which  power  is  defects  which  might  chaiacterise  it  could  be  ascertain- 
Wasted  in  the  passage  over  the  inclined  planes.  ed.      With  this  view  of  the  question,  what  is  the  dictate 

Sonie  sf  the  causes  I  have  mentioned  as  operating  |  of  wisdom.'     To  select  one  of  many  discordant  theories, 
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untested  by  any  experience  whatever — or  select  that 
which  experience,  however  limited,  has  pointed  out  as 
the  best  calculated  to  serve  the  purposes  of  the  public, 
and  the  interests  of  the  State.  There  can  be  but  one 
opinion,  as  your  committee  think,  on  the  subject. 

Should  the  plan  now  proposed  be  found  Lfter  suffi- 
cient time  has  elaped  to  develope  all  its  merits,  all  its 
defects,  inexpedient,  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  Le- 
gislature to  devise  another,  aided  astht-y  then  will  be, 
by  the  full,  broad  light  of  experience,  the  glimmerings 
of  which  are,  as  yet,  alone  visible-  But  admitting  that 
it  would  be  equally  wise  to  try  any  otiier  system  than 
the  one  recommended,  it  appears  to  your  committee 
exceedingly  imprudent  to  ailvance  in  the  dark  in  a  path 
which  it  will  be  found  difficult  to  retrace,  when  it  ma) 
be  found  equally  difficult  to  proceed. 

Suppose  the  motive  power  to  be  furnished  by  a  com- 
pany— by  several  companies — by  individuals — whether 
these  companies  are  carriers  or  not — independently  of 
obiections  already  stated,  it  would  be  well  to  estimate 
the  difficulty  of  changing  the  plan  when  it  might  be 
found  no  longer  expedient  to  pursue  it.  The  influence 
of  the  agents  of  the  state  is  apprehended  by  some. — 
Your  committee  dojiot  feel  disposed  to  add  to  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  made  subservient 
to  its  will  by  their  interest.  But  there  are  other  influ- 
ences which  ought  not  to  be  contemplated  without  a 
due  sense  of  Ihrir  importance.  The  influence  of  per- 
sonal interest,  of  sectional  interest,  of  corporate  interest 
— under  the  apprehension  of  a  change  which  would 
operate  unfavorably  on  numerous  individuals  directly  or 
through  corporations  in  which  their  interests  are  invest- 
ed, you  will  find  a  legion  operating  on  the  members  of 
this  legislature  by  every  practicable  means  And  we 
might  reasonably  expect  to  find  that  influence  exerted 
within  your  legislative  hall  even  by  members  of  tliis 
body.  It  would  not  be  a  new  consequence  of  the  de- 
velopments of  the  selfish  principle.  It  has  often  been 
seen  and  felt— It  will  be  seen  and  felt  again. 

But  waiving  for  a  moment  all  objections  to  every 
plan  proposed  by  others,  your  committee  would  re- 
spectfully urge  the  pressing  nature  of  themotives  which 
seem  imperatively  to  ask  the  further  sanction  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  system  already  in  operation.  The 
navigation  of  the  canals  of  this  Commonwealth  begins 
about  the  10th  of  March.  The  prospective  view  of  the 
trade  which  will  pass  upon  them  is  exceedingly  pr.)- 
mising.  The  merchants  of  the  west  are  now  crowding 
to  the  cities  of  the  Atlantic.  They  look  to  your  rail 
roads  and  canals  as  the  means  of  conveyance.  Asso- 
ciations are  now  forming  for  the  purpose  of  transport- 
ing their  merchandise.  They  cannot  digest  and  put  in 
operation  plans  which  require  extensive  arrangements 
until  this  Legislature  has  first  pointed  out  the  course 
which  it  means  to  lake.  They  await  your  early  deci- 
sion. There  is  no  wisdom  in  delay — there  is  danger. 
Our  indecision,  will  induce  these  merchants  to  write  to 
their  friendsin  the  west — "  Look  not  to  the  Pennsylva- 
nia canals  as  a  mean  of  conveyance.  No  system  has 
yet  been  adopted,  it  will  be  idle  to  wait  the  tardy 
movements  of  her  rulers."  Thus  will  the  advancing 
tide  of  trade  be  rolled  into  other  channels  and  the 
hopes  of  a  plentiful  revenue  be  blasted. 

Under  these  convictions  your  committee  again  ear- 
nestly recommend  prompt  and  efficient  action — and 
report  the  annexed  bill. 

AN  ACT 
Providing  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  incurred  by 
the  contracts  made  for  the   purchase  of  Locomotive 
Engines. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  Uc.  That  there  be  and  is 
hereby  specifically  appropriated  the  sum  of  5144,900, 
for  the  payment   of  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  pur- 


REPORT  OF  THE    MINORITY  OF    THE 
COMMITIEE. 

Report  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Inland 
Navigation  and  Internal  Improvement,  rclat-ve  to 
the  use  of  the  rail  ways  of  the  Commonwealth — Bt 
Mb.  Walkkr. 


chase   of  locomoti 


ve  engmes,    as    authorised    by 


The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  passed  by  this  House, 
directing  a  report  without  delay,  to  be  made,  which 
would  be  most  for  the  interest  of  the  state — for  her, 
for  companies,  or  for  individuals  to  own  the  motive 
power  upon  our  rail  roads,  make  the  following  report: 
They  regret  the  necessity  that  compels  them  to  dis- 
sent fiorn  the  majority.  They  know  that  a  report 
sanctioned  by  the  whole  committee,  would  be  entitled 
to,  and  would  receive  a  more  general  and  cordial  sup- 
port in  this  House.  Nothing  but  an  entire  conviction 
that  the  interest  of  the  state  demands  a  change  in  the 
management  of  our  rail  ways,  could  induce  them  to 
make  this  their  counter  report. 

The  question,  by  the  resolution  submitted  to  the 
committee,  is  one  of  paramount  interest.  It  interests 
the  east  and  west,  the  not  th  and  south  of  this  state.  It 
interests  the  commercial,  the  manufacturing  and  agri- 
cultural portionsof  our  citizens.  It  goes  further,  for  it 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  reputation  of  our  im- 
provements, and  the  finances  of  the  Commonwealth. — 
It  is  therefore,  worthy  of  the  best  deliberation. 

Under  this  resolution,  the  first  question  that  presents 
itself  is:— What  kind  of  power  should  be  used  upon  the 
road — steam  or  horse? 

Upon  this  question,  it  is  believed  the  committee  are 
unanimous  in  favor  of  steam.  There  are,  it  is  true, 
many  and  strong  arguments  that  can  be  urged  in  favor 
of  horse-power,  and  if  the  question  was  yet  open — not 
decided  by  experience,  the  great  anxiety  expressed  by 
those  immediately  along  this  improvement,  to  exclude 
steam,  would  meet  with  a'mbre  favorable  reception. — 
But  the  question  is  decided,  and  correctly,  in  favor  of 
steam.  Experience  shows  that  it  is  cheaper  by  one- 
third,  and  more  expeditious  than  animal  power.  This 
is  shown,  as  well  in  Europe  as  in  our  own  country.  In 
proof  of  which,  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester — the 
Stockton  and  Darlington  rail  roads  in  England;  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio — the  Baltimore  and  Susquehanna 
in  Maryland;  the  Petersburg  and  Roanoke  in  Virginia; 
the  Charleston  and  Hamburg  in  South  Carolina;  the 
Newcastle  and  Frenchtown  in  Delaware;  the  Camden 
and  Amboy  in  New  Jersey ;  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk — , 
the  Schenectadv  and  Saratoga  in  New  York,  and  the 
Philadelphia,  Germantown  and  Norrlstown,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, are  adduced.  Other  rail  ways  might  be  added, 
but  these  are  sufficient.  Indeed,  experience  fully  de- 
monstrates that  steam  can  be  used  to  the  best  advan- 
tage on  roads  much  shorter  than  those  constructed  by 
the  state. 

It  is  worthy  of  consideration,  that  the  Philadelphia 
and  Columbia,  and  the  Portage  rail  roads,  were  not 
constructed  merely  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  coun- 
ties through  which  they  pass.  They  were  intended, 
and  are  a  part  of  the  great  chain  ot  our  improvements 
connecting  the  waters  of  the  east  Avith  those  of  the 
west,  thereby  increasing  the  manufacturing,  commer- 
cial and  agricultural  facilities  of  the  whole  State.  The 
opinion  that  steam  should  be  the  power,  is  confirmed 
and  strengthened  by  an  able  report  made  by  Mr.  Keat- 
ing to  the  Legislature,  upon  the  14th  of  March  last.  In 
that  report  the  subject  is  well  d  scussed,  and  a  decision 
made  in  favor  of  steam  power. 

Those  who  live  along  our  rail   roads,  object   to  the 
use  of  steam  from  the  fe:(r  of  their  improvements  being 
burnt  by  fire  thrown  from  the   engines.      This  appre- 
hension, it   is  bellevid,  will  be  entirely   removed    by 
f  coke,  or   mineral  substances,  in   generating 


act  of  the   Legislature,   passed  on  the  15th    of  April,  '  steam.     If  it  should  and  that  it  will  is  not  doubted,  i 
1834.  I  confidently  expected  that  the  whole  state  will  be  satis- 
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fied  that  the  power  should  be  mechanical    and   not 
animal. 

The  next  question  is,  who  shonld  own  the  motive 
power — the  state,  a  company  or  individuals? 

Upon  this  point,  the  undersigned  entirely  dissent 
from  the  report  of  the  majority.  They  (the  majority) 
think  the  state  should  own  the  motive  power — we, 
that  she  should  not.  Some  of  the  reasons  that  have 
influenced  us  in  coming  to  this  conclusion,  will  be  here 
given.  Let  it  first  be  remarked  that  this  is  an  open 
question.  As  yet  it  has  not  been  decided.  It  is  true, 
by  an  act  of  Assembly,  passed  the  15th  of  April  last,  the 
Canal  Commissioners  were  authorized  to  purchase  and 
put  on  the  road  locomotives,  but  that  act  was  pa'^sed, 
not  that  the  state  should  continue  to  own  the  motive 
power,  but  that  the  road  should  be  stocked  as  soon  as 
possible.  A  report  against  the  state  owning  the  motive 
power,  was  made  by  Mr.  Keating  on  the  14th  of  Marcli, 
1834-  There  was  not  time  from  that  to  the  close  of 
the  season,  to  make  proper  provisions  for  stocking  the 
road,  and  therefore,  the  act  of  the  15th  of  April, 
1834,  was  passed.  It  is  repeated  then,  notwith- 
standing that  act,  the  question  is  now  open.  It  is 
necessary  that  it  should  be  settled,  and  that  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Then,  shou'd  the  state  own  the  motive  power?  It  is 
the  nature  of  power,  whether  found  in  an  individual,  an 
incorporated  company,  or  a  government,  to  extend, 
instead  of  contract  its  rights  or  privileges.  This  is 
daily  exemplified,  and  whenever  it  is,  it  should  be 
promptly  met  and  counteracted.  It  cannot  be  so  met 
by  allowing  the  state  to  put  herself  in  the  way  of  indi- 
vidual enterprise.  It  cannot  be  counieracted  by  allow- 
ing the  state  to  embark  in  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  her  citizens.  Whatever  imlividuals  are  equal  to,  as 
a  general  rule,  should  be  entrusted  to  them  and  to  them 
alone.  This  is  so  congenial,  both  to  our  feelings  and 
the  principles  of  our  government,  that  arguments  are 
unnecessary  to  satisfy  lis  of  its  truth.  If  we  allow  the 
state  to  embark  in  one  enterprise  that  can  be  accom- 
plished by  her  citizens,  where  shall  we  stop?  Will  we 
allow  her  to  run  into  every  thing  that  can  be  driven  to 
advantage?  Ifthe  general  government  was  not  in  the 
way,  would  we  allow  the  state  alone  to  export  and  im- 
port, because  it  may  be  profitable?  Or,  would  it  be 
policy  that  she  should  own  all  our  improvements  made 
by  companies,  and  all  our  banking  institutions,  because 
they  may  yield  a  revenue?  Or,  should  we  go  farther 
and  allow  her  ex-hisive  manufacturing  privileg- 
es,  because  thereby  she  might  soon  be  re- 
lieved from  debt?  Or  should  we  go  farther 
yet,  and  like  some  governments  of  old,  own  all  the 
lands  within  our  charter,  and  farm  them  out,  because 
it  might  be  to  our  advantage?  The  undersigned  are 
fully  of  opinion,  that  the  state  should  not  embark  in  an 
enterprise  like  this,to  which  individuals  are  fully  equ.il. 
It  is  proper  now,  in  the  present  state  of  our  hnances, 
that  the  rail  ways  should  be  stocked,  if  possible,  with- 
out drawing  from  the  trea-ury.  This  should  have 
great  weight,  for  we  have  no  funds  now  to  experiment 
with;  it  becomes  us  to  turn  every  dollar  to  the  best 
advantage.  If,  however,  an  opinion  was  entertained 
that  these  roads  could  not  be  stocked  otherwise  than  by 
the  state,  the  expense  should  h.ave  no  weight,  for  they 
have  been  completed  in  a  costly  and  permanent  man- 
ner, and  must  be  stocked,  cost  what  it  will.  Satisfied 
that  individuals,  associations,  or  companies,  are  equal  to 
this  undertaking,  the  undersigned  are  anxious  to  save 
the  .state  the  expense  and  labor  necessary  in  pL-icing 
and  keeping  the  power  upon  these  roads.  It  is  only 
necessary  to  look  around  us  to  be  satisfied  that  indivi- 
duals are  equal  to  this.  They  export  and  import;  they 
conduct  our  manufacturing  and  commercial  interests; 
they  have  constructed  extensive  improvements,  both 
rail  roads  and  canals,  within  this  stite.  Individuals, 
for  the  general  government,  carry  the  mail.  At  an 
incalculable  expense,  by  steamboats,  they  transport 
every  thing  upon  our  rivers  and  in'and  seas.   Wherever 


we  look,  we  see  that  the  policy  of  this  government, 
never  to  interfere  with  the  industry  of  the  people,  is 
fully  carried  out. 

It  is  a  well  established  principle  of  our  nature,  as 
also  engrafted  in  lur  religion,  that  where  our  interest 
is  our  hearts  will  be.  Wherever  we  find  most  indivi- 
dual interest,  there  too  we  discover  tbe  greatest  indus- 
try and  economy,  atid  the  least  disposition  to  experi- 
ment. In  proportion  as  individual  mterest  is  removed, 
industry  and  economy  retire.  Business  is  better  attend- 
ed to  by  the  principal  than  by  an  agent.  The  agent 
of  an  individual  is  more  faithful  than  of  an  association 
or  company.  In  proportion  as  the  association  or  com- 
pany increases  in  wealth  and  numbers,  as  a  general  rule, 
industry,  economy,  and  faithfulness  in  the  agent  dimin- 
ish. When  a  government  is  principal,  strict  economy 
and  faithfulness  in  the  agent  is  seldom  found.  It  costs 
an  association  or  company  more  to  perform  a  given 
piece  of  work,  than  it  does  an  individual,  and  it  costs 
a  government  more  yet.  This  is  susceptible  of  proof  in 
innumerable  instances.  Our  canals  and  rail  roads  are 
proof  in  point,  if  proof  is  necessary.  It  cost  the 
Schuylkill  Navigation  Company,  an  improvement  one 
hundred  and  ten  miles  long,  for  repairs,  salaries  to  offi- 
cers, lock-keepers,  wages,  &c.  for  the  yeai-  1834,  only 
$68,110  60.  If  we  judge  from  our  improvements,  it 
would  have  cost  the  state  a  much  larger  sum,  and  the 
general  government  a  sum  yet  larger. 


conclusion, 
on  this  point,  the  undersigned  would  add  that  the  Little 
Schuylkill  Rail  Road  Company,  satisfied  that  where 
there' is  the  most  individual  interest,  there  will  be  the 
strictest  economy  and  greatest  faithfulness,  have  issued 
proposals  for  contracts  to  carry  coal  from  the  termina- 
1  of  their  road  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
f  then,  individuals  or  associations  can  place  and 
keep  the  motive  power  upon  our  roads,  and  that  cheap- 
er than  the  state,  why  should  she  undertake  it?  A  sat- 
isfactory answer  has  not  presented  itself  to  the  under- 
signed. It  is  said,  in  the  report  of  the  majority,  that 
the  state  wants  no  profit,  and  that  individuals  must  have 
a  profit,  for  the  motive  power.  This  appears  a  falla- 
cious argument.  The  state  intends  to  charge  sufficient 
to  keep  up  the  power  and  no  more.  The  power  can- 
not be  maintained  without  salaried  officers.  T  his  pay 
forms  part  of  the  expense  of  the  motive  power;  and 
the  state  always  p.iys  more  liberally  than  individuals. 
If  individuals  own  the  power,  the  pay  of  the  saliried 
officers  and  attendants  will  be  reduced,  and  conse- 
quently, the  expense  of  the  power.  If  individuals  own 
the  power,  the  profits  arising  from  transportation,  will 
necessaril)',  when  there  is  competition,  reditce,  if  not 
entirely  take  off,  the  cost  of  the  motive  power.  This, 
with  the  State,  cannrit  be  effected,  because  she  derives 
no  profits  from  transporting. 

But  admitting  that  the  state  could  place  and  keep 
the  power  upon  the  road  as  cheap,  or  even  cheaper 
than  individuals  or  associations,  still  the  undersigned 
would  be  of  opinion  that  she  should  not.  Whoever 
owns  the  power,  should  either  own  the  cars  attached, 
or  be  responsibte  for  all  damages  sustained.  For  the 
state  to  own  the  cars  and  be  a  common  carrier,  would 
be  too  palpable  an  interference  with  the  industry  of 
tlie  country.  For  the  state  to  pay  all  damages,  mTght 
either  consume  the  whole  revenue,  or  keep  herharrass- 
ed  by  vexations  law-suits.  The  idea  of  the  state  be- 
coming an  insurer  or  carrier,  is  therefore,  dismissed, 
and  on  its  dismissal  is  based  an  argument  against  the 
state  owning  the  power:  P'or  if  the  owner  of  the  power 
owns  the  cars,  or  is  responsible  for  damages,  most  cer- 
tainly, a  greater  degree  of  produce,  of  skill,  and  faith- 
fulness, will  be  brought  into  requisition,  than  would  be 
if  he  did  not  own  the  cars,  or  was  not  responsible  for 
damages. 

Another  argument  against  the  state  owning  the  pow- 
er, is  the  indirecfincrease  thereby  of  the  patronage  of 
the  Governor,  already  too  great.  If  the  state  owns  the 
power  she  must  act  by  agents  appointed  inHirectly  by 
the  Governor.     The  tenure  of  their  office  depending 
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upon  executive  pleasure,  fealty,  if  we  judge  from  the 
p;is!,  will  become  an  incident.  By  such  an  increase 
of  patninage  the  arm  ot  an  administration  may  be 
Btren^Mhened  to  the  injury  uf  this  government.  There 
is  another  view  no  less  forcible;  every  successive  ( 
change  of  the  execu'ive  effected  by  the  people,  w  11 
be  accnmp.'inied  witli  a  corresponding  change  in  these 
agencies,  the  competent,  skilled  and  faithful  being  re- 
moved, with  the  stupid  and  faithless;  such  will  nut  be 
the  ca<e,  if  individuals  or  associations  own  the  power,  j 
Then  we  will  have  a'Siirances  based  upon  individual  [ 
interest*,  that  the  tried  and  faithful  will  be  retained;  | 
In  addition  it  might  be  urged,  for  it  is  an  undoubted  i 
truth,  that  a  more  strict  accountability  of  agents  is  re- 
quired by  individuals  and  associations  than  by  the  state.  | 
The  further  the  active  asent  is  removed  from  those 
paiticularly  interested,  the  greater  will  be  his  compen- 
sation and  the  greater  his  imposition  too.  j 

Again  the  State  should  not  own  the  power,  because  j 
if  owned  by  individu  ds  or  associations,  the  transporta-  : 
tion  and  consequently  the  tolls  upon  these  roads,  will  ! 
be  increased.  This  is  susceptible  of  entire  demonstra- ! 
tion.  Man  works  influenced  by  some  motive.  When 
tile  acquisition  of. properly  is  the  ohject,  interest  is  j 
alwa«  s  that  motive.  It  is  our  naiure  to  desire  the  accu-  | 
mulation  of  property.  If  then  individuals  own  the  po,w- 
er,  it  becomes  their  immediate  interest  to  have  it 
alwavs  in  order — to  keep  trustworthy  agents — to  have 
the<greatest  number  of  cars  possible  attached  to  the 
pn\ver — to  run  the  length  of  the  road  in  the  shortest  , 
time  that  it  can  badone  with  safety  and  at  the  least  pos- 
sible expense. 

If  the  S-tate  owns  the  power,  it  will  add  to  the  ease 
of  the  "salaried  officer"  and  take  nothing  from  his  I 
wages,  if  he  should  nut  consult  alone  the  imerest 
of  the  State.  If  mdividuals  own  the  power,  compe- 
tition will  be  introduced,  and  the  charge  for  attaching 
to  the  power  will  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  possible 
point. 

Allow  the  State  alone  this  privilege  and  the  charge 
stands  a  ijreater  rhance  of  beii  g  increa-^ed  than  dimin- 
ished. Give  this  privilege  either  to  an  individual,  a 
company  cr  the  Sate  and  the  result  will  be  the  same. 
In  proof  o(  which,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  said  in 
this  report,  this  fact  is  stated:  the  charge  by  the  state, 
for  power  upon  oar  rail  ways  is  one  cent  per  ton  per 
mile.  The  charge  for  the  same  upon  the  Baltimore  ! 
and  Ohio  rail  road,  is  about  a  half  cent  per  ton  per  mile. 
Upon  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road,  fuel  costs  about  six 
dollars  per  ton,  whilst  upon  ours  it  c»n  be  obtained  for 
less  than  four.  Upon  our  roads  the  state  owns  the 
power,  whilst  upon  the  other  it  is  owned  by  the  compa- 
ny. If  competition  was  allowed  upon  our  roads,  their 
being  then  more  individual  interest,  vliis  charge  would 
be  reduced,  and  by  its  reduction  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tion would  be  cheapened  and  business  increased. 

The  business  would  be  increased  for  another  reason 
— wherever  there  is  fair  competition  there  is  always  a 
greater  disposition  to  accommodate.  If  individuals  own- 
ed the  power,  a  greater  regard  for  the  cars  attached 
would  be  secured,  because  thereby  their  business  and 
their  p'ofits  would  accu:.uilate.  By  attention — by  care 
and  a  disposition  to  accommodate,  kept  active  by  com- 
petition, the  tolls  must  mcre'ase.  But  in  addition  to 
greater  faithfulness  upon  the  road,  may  be  added,  ard 
it  is  no  small  item,  the  amount  of  busines  that  by  the 
influence  of  the  owners  of  the  power  united  with  the 
owners  of  ihe  cars  and  of  the  friends  of  each,  will  be 
thiown  upon  these  improvements.  This  last  considera- 
tion is  worthy  of  much  weighi,forit  becomes  the  State 
to  interest  directly  in  her  improvements  the  greatest 
possible  number  of  her  citizens. 

It  is  important,  in  ihe  opinion  of  the  undersigned, 
rhat  the  motive  power  placed  upon  all  the  connecting 
links  of  the  great  chain  of  our  improvement,  shordd  be 
furnislwd  by  the  same  agency.  It  'S  also  important 
that  this  power  should  eitlier  all  or  nsne  of  it  be  owned 


by  the  State.  It  is  not  intended  by  this  that  the  State 
should  not  own  and  keep  up  the  stationary  engines — 
that  the  State  must  do.  But  it  is  believed  to  be  bad 
policy  for  the  State  to  own  the  power  upon  part  of  the 
road,  and  the  balance  to  be  rented  or  sold  to  indivi- 
duals. That  some  of  the  levels  upon  the  Portage  rail  way 
should  be  sold  or  rented,  whilst  the  State  should  own 
the  power  upon  the  balance,  is  advanced  in  the  report 
of  the  inajority;  from  that  opinion  the  undersigned  en- 
tirely dissent.  Apart  from  the  stationary'engines,  they 
think  Ihe  State  should  own  none  of  the  power.  If  the 
State  owns  the  power,  she  must,  at  a  great  expense, 
purchase  and  keep  horses  sufficient  to  stock  the  short 
levels  upon  the  Portage  rail  way  and  either  end  of  the 
Philadelphia  and  Columbia  road.  But  the  report  of 
the  majority  maintains  that  the  State  should  own  the 
st<  am  power,  and  that  the  levels  accommodated  to  ani- 
mal power  should  either  be  sold  or  rented.  The 
selling  or  renting  these  levels  cannot  be  efTectetl 
without  manifest  injury  to  the  whole  road,  as  also  to 
our  canals. 

No  man  can  form  any  thing  like  an  accurate  opinion 
of  the  amount  that  will  be  transported  upon  these  roads, 
the  present  year.  And  if  an  accurate  opinion  cannot 
be  formed,  the  levels  can  be  neither  sold  nor  rented 
profitably.  If  they  should  be  dsposed  of,  what  suffi- 
cient guarantee  can  be  given,  if  the  lease  should  not  be 
profitable,  that  it  would  not  be  abandoned.  Those  who 
can  give  security,  will  not  embark  in  an  enterprise  as 
small  as  the  stocking  one  level  upon  the  Portage  rail 
way.  Abandoning  a  level  for  any  peril  d,  however 
short,  must  necessarily  be  attended  with  bad  consequen- 
ces. It  will  retard  transportation,  affect  the  credit  of 
the  road,  increase  expenses,  and  diminish  the  receipt  of 
tolls.  These  short  levels,  the  undersigned  are  of  opin- 
ion, can  be  neither  stocked  by  the  state,  sold,  nor  rent- 
ed profitably.  And  if  they  cannot,  as  we  must  systema- 
tize the  manner  of  transporting  upon  our  road, 
the  idea  of  the  state  owning  the  power  should  be 
abandoned- 

In  addit  on  to  what  has  been  said,  as  to  the  ability  of 
individuals  to  furnish  the  molive  power,  it  may  here  be 
stated,  that  they  are  rapidly  stocking  our  canals,  at  an 
expense  far  beyond  what  » ill  be  required  to  procure 
engines  adapted  to  our  rail  roads  And  as  these  roads 
are  connected  with  our  canals,  the  associations  formed 
upon  them,  will  immediately  be  extended  to  the  roads. 
Open  the  roads  to  compLtition,  and  associations  will  be 
formed,  as  upon  our  canals,  of  wide  influence  and  ex- 
tended wealth. 

In  the  opinion  that  the  State  should  not  own  the  pow- 
er, the  undersigned  are  confirmed,  and  strengthened  by 
the  report  of  Mr.  Keating,  on  this  subject,  made  in 
March  last.  In  that  report  it  is  said,  "the  pol'cy  (of 
the  State  owning  the  power)  is  more  plausible  than 
substantially  good."  Again  that  report  says,  "indivi- 
duals working  on  their  own  account,  under  a  strict  su- 
pervlsion  are  obliged  to  pay  more  attention  to  it  than 
could  be  obtained  from  salaried  oflicers.  The  difficulty 
of  the  selection  of  proper  officers,  the  dangers  from  the 
Increase  of  patronage  the  want  of  a  balancing  or  cheek- 
ing power  to  prevent  injustice,  are  among  a  few  of  the 
evils  incident  to  the  conferring  this  duty  upon  salaried 
officers.  For  such  men  there  would  be  no  motive  (ex- 
clusive of  a  sense  of  duty,)  to  produce  an  increase  of 
travel  i>n  the  road;  since  the  more  frequently  It  Is  used, 
the  greater  would  be  their  duties,  without  any  addi- 
tional compensation." 

"  With  a  contractor  the  case  would  be  difTerent — to 
him  the  Increased  travel  or  transportation  would  be  a 
source  of  increased  gain.  It  would  be  his  duty  to  pro- 
cure assistance  on  the  best  terms  and  of  the  best  kind." 
1  hus  confirmed  In  the  opinion,  that  the  State  should 
not  own  the  motive  power,  the  undersigned  conclude 
by  submitting  the  following  bill  as  the  result  of  their 
investigation. 

JOHN  H.  WALKER, 
E.   F.   PENNYPACKER. 
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Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, &c.  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  rail-way,  and  the  Alle- 
pheny  Portage  rail-way,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
declared  and  made  public  highways,  and  shall  be  used 
as  such  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  the  gene- 
ral purposes  of  transportation,  as  hereinafter  directed. 
Section  2.  Any  individual,  or  association  oi  indivi- 
duals, may,  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  have  full  privi- 
lege to  place  cars  upi)n  the  aforesaid  rail  ways,  and 
transport  them  by  the  use  of  locomotive  engines.except- 
ing  the  section  between  the  eastern  inclined  plane  and 
the  city  of  Fhil.idephia,  and  the  short  levels  upon  the 
Allegheny  Portage  rail  ways,  upon  which  seciion  and 
levels  so  excepted  animal  power  may  be  used  ;  and  fur- 
ther, any  individual  or  association  of  individuals  may, 
during  the  season  the  navigation  of  the  canals  is  ob- 
stucted,  have  full  privilege  to  place  cars  upon  the  afore- 
said rail  ways,  and  transport  them  by  the  use  of  animal 
power:  Provided  always,  Those  persons  that  use  the 
road  for  the  purposes  aforsaid,  shall  use  no  other  fuel 
for  the  purpose  of  generating  steam,  than  coke  or  min- 
eral coal,  and  shall  be  governed  by  such  regulations 
and  rules  as  the  canal  commissioners  may  direct  and 
consider  advisable  to  protect  the  improvements,  and 
systematize  the  operation's  of  the  transporters. 

Section  3.  The  Canal  Commissioners  be  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  have  the  said  rail  ways  finished,  wa- 
ter stations,  &c.  erected  so  as  to  be  adapted  to  transpor- 
tation by  locomotive  engines- 
Section  4.  The  Canal  Commissioners  be  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  dispose  of  and  sell  to  any  individual 
or  association  of  individuals,  all  the  en.gines  (except  the 
stationary  ones)  ordertd  by  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  of 
April,  one  thousand  eiijht  hundred  and  thirty  four — and 
furnish  no  more  power  hereafter  for  the  purpose  of 
transportation  :  and  further,  the  Canal  Commissioners 
be  and  they  are  hereby  itirected  to  take  charge  of  all 
stationary  engines,  machinery  connected  therewith,  and 
water  stations,  and  keep  them  in  repair,  and  cause  a 
strict  superintendence  of  the  transit  of  all  travel  and 
commerce  upon  all  the  plants  overcome  by  stationary 
engines. 

LETTER  TO  THE   EDITOR. 

Johnstown,  Nov.  22,  1834. 
Dear  Sir — 1  observe,  by  your  paper,  of  tlie  18th  inst. 
that  yiiu  have  been  referring  back  to  the  first  volume 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette,  of  the  year  1787—1  was  a 
subscriber  to  that  paper  in  the  year  1797  and  1798.— 
In  one  of  those  years,  1  think  it  was,  that  I  had  a  com 
munication  published  in  that  paper,  on  the  subject  of 
a  railway  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburgh— I  kept  no 
copy  of  it,  nor  do  1  now  know  what  it  was  like  ;  but  it 
would  no  doubt,  be  somewhat  of  a  curiosily  at  this  day. 
1  would  thank  you  sincerely  to  hunt  it  up  and  repub- 
lish it  in  your  v.aluable  paper,  to  which  1  am  now  again 
a.  subscriber,  and  much  oblige 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  MOURISON. 

We  have  just  received  the  above  letter— We  have 
not  got  a  file  of  the  Gazette  for  1798,  but  will  look  over 
that  of  1797;  and,  if  we  find  the  communication  of  Mr. 
Morrison,  will  republish  it— it  will,  indeed,  be  a  curi- 
osity.— Pitts.Gaz-  

INTERESTING  RELIC- 

We  had  the  gratification  recently  of  examining  the 
original  deed  from  "Dame  Ellz-  Carteret"  and  the  exe- 
cutors of  Sir  George  Carteret,  to  William  Penn  and  his 
eleven  associates  for  the  whole  of  East  Jersey.  This 
instrument  is  beautifully  executed  on  two  large  sheeis 
of  parchment,  the  head  line  being  illuminated  or  embel- 
lished in  the  finest  style  of  the  ancient  scriveners.  The 
consideration  money  named  is  3,400  pounds  sterling, 
and  the  deed  is  dated  London,  F'b.  2d,  1681-  The 
Grantees  are  William  Penn,  Rob-  West,   Thomas  Rud- 


yard,  Samuel  Groom,  Thomas  Hart,  Richard  Mew, 
I'homas  Wilcox,  Ambrose  Rigg,  John  Haywood,  Hugh 
Hartsl.orne,  Clement  Plumstead,  and  Thomas  Cooper. 
This  deed  was  recently  found  with  other  interesting 
documents,  amon^  the  papers  of  one  of  these  original 
proprietors,  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants,  in  tlie 
interior  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a 
gentleman  of  the  bar  of  this  State,  to  whom  it  was  sent, 
with  other  papers,  to  aid  him  in  the  management  of  a 
suit  in  chancery-  It  would  be  well  if  the  instrument 
could  be  procured  by  the  State,  and  preserved. — New- 
ark Advertiser. 

MORE  CHESTER  COUNTY  BEEF. 

On  Saturday  last  10  head  of  cattle  were  brought  to 
the  borough  and  wei.i^hed  upon  the  hay  scales.  Their 
weights  are  given  below. 

William  Mitclioner,  1,860 

Do  1,725 

Thomas  Hickman,  1,9-50 

Do.  1,770 

Marshall  Hickman,  1,820 

Do-  1,820 

Samuel  Worth,  1.780 

Do-  1,770 

Benjamin   Kerns,  1,805 

Do.  1,700 

For  the  Gazette  and  Intelligencer. 
Messrs  Editors, — Until  within  a  few  weeks  it  might 
have  been  said  that  there  was  a  post  and  rail  fence  in 
Chestnut  street,  Philadelphia.  Finding  that  you  and 
other  elderly  gentlemen  take  delight  in  urbane  reminis- 
cences, I  have  often  determined  to  keep  that  fact  in 
recollection  for  my  grand  children,  who  may  perhaps 
be  great  folks,  and  scorn  the  people  who  live  so  low  as 
Broad  street-  'I'he  fence  was  at  the  South  East  corner 
of  Schuylkill  third  and  Chestnut,  and  has  just  been  re- 
moved, in  preparation,  I  suppose,  forbuilding.  Is  there 
another  within  the  limits  of  the  city? 

TRIGINTARIAN. 

Eight  flat  boats  have  been  lo  uled  with  ice  at  Frank' 
lin.  Pa  destined  for  Natchez  and  other  ports  far  down 
on  the  Mississippi,  where  it  is  said  to  be  worth  50  dol- 
lars per  ton. 

The  Franklin  Intelligencer,  from  which  we  learn  the 
above  fact,  says—"  The  boats  are  lined  inside  with 
boards,  and  filled  in  with  coal  dust  between  the  lining 
I  andoutsideplink  inordertokeepouttheheat.  I'heice 
'  is  then  cut  with  w  hip  saws,  in  pieces  about  22  inches 
square,  and  carefully  (Stowed  in  the  boat,  after  which  it 
is  covered  with  a  thick  bed  of  straw." 

From  the  U.  S-  Gazette. 
THE  WEATHER. 
Our  prediction  seems  to  have  come  true,  that  the 
cold  weatlier  had  not  taken  his  final  leave  of  us  for  this 
winter,  but  that  it  would  return  early  in  February." 
During  his  absence  from  the  12th  of  January  to  the  1st 
ot  February,  the  weather  was  exceedingly  mild  »nd 
pleas  .lit.  Some  times,  during  ihe  middle  of  the  day, 
the  Mercury  would  rise  to  sixty,  but  would  descend  in 
the  night  to  various  points  ;  s'  me  nights  to  only  forty, 
and  others  thirty  ;  just  cool  enough  to  prevent  vegeta- 
tion. Friday,  January  30,  was  a  violent  rain  storm, 
with  considerable  thunder  and  lightning  in  the  evening; 
after  which  it  cleared,  and  became  colder.  On  Sunday 
morning,  February  1st,  the  Mercury  in  old  Fahrenheit 
stood  at  30.  On  Monday,  February  2d.  it  stood  at  22. 
On  Tuesday  morning,  at  18,  i.  e.  above  0.  but  14  be- 
low the  freezing  point. 

The  Delaware  is  now  interrupted  with  ice. — Yester- 
day morning  commenced  a  snow  storm  which  has  COT- 
ered  our  streets  and  roofs. 
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In  examining  the  report  and  documents  annexed, the 
committee  have  been  painfully  struck  with  the  appa- 
rent  precipitancy  with  which  the  proceedings  of  the 
commissioners  have  been  marked,  and  which,  in  the 
absence  of  any  statement  of  the  irode  by  which  this 
compromise  was  decided  on,  cannot  but  be  regarded  as 
not  altogether  consistent  with  the  prudent  and  circum. 
spect  deliberation  which  the  subject  deserved.  A 
comparison  of  dates  will  illustrate  the  meaning  of  the 
committee.  The  letter  of  inMructionsto  Mr.  Gay,  the 
engineer,  is  dalec'  at  Lancaster,  October  llth,  1834 — 
Mr-  Gay's  report  to  the  commissioners,  made  after  an 
examination  of  the  river  at  the  different  points,  is  dat- 
ed at  Lancaster,  October  27th,  1834.  It  must  be  borne 
in  mind,  that  it  is  on  the  basis  of  this  report  of  .Mr.  Gay, 
that  tlie  agreement  wa^  concluded.  The  report  of  Mr. 
Douglass,  the  engineer  employed  by  the  New  Jersey 
commissioners,  is  dated  at  Princeton,  November  18th, 
1834,  and  the  final  agreement  now  submitted  for  con- 
confirmation,  was  executed  at  PliiIadelpliia,on  the  22d 
of  November.  It  is  but  just  however,  to  the  engineers, 
to  state,  that  in  their  reports  there  is  an  expression  of 
regret  at  the  limited  time  allowed  for  examination,  and 
whence  the  necessity  of  this  haste,  the  committee  are 
wholly  at  a  loss  to  imagine.  Mr.  Kneass's  report,  made 
April,  1834,    is  the   only  one    which   appears  to   have 


,v  what  was  I  itself,  with  reference  only  to   the  constitutional  rights 
s,  as  matter  j  and  interests  of  all  parties  affected  by  it. 


RIVER  DELAWARE. 

Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
Message  of  the  Governor,  and  Document.s,  relative 
to  the  Kiver  Delaware— Mr.  Read,  of  the  City,  Chair- 
man. Read  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Jan. 
27,  1835. 
The  Committee  to  which  were  referred  the  Message 

of  the  Governor  of  the  12th  December,  1834,  and  the 

accompanying   Documents,    relative  to  the  use  of  the 

waters  of  the  River  Delaware,  , 

REPORT— 

That  they  have  bestowed  on  the  subject  referred  to 
them,  the  attentive  and  deliberate  consideration  which 
its  importance  and  the  interests  involved  in  it  seemed 
to  require,  and  have  sought  from  such  sources  as  were 
accessible  to  them,  all  the  information  that  could  be 
obtained.  They  have  been  rendered  the  more  anxious 
to  proceed  with  caution  and  accurate  information  on 
every  point  to  which  their  atteniion  has  been  directed 
by  the  inadequate  statement  of  the  circumstances  on  the 
face  of  the  documents  referred  to  them,  and  by  the 
absence  of  any  narrative  of  tlie  different  stages  of  the 
negotiation,  the  result  of  which  only  is  now  submitted 
for  the  approval  of  the   Legislature.     The  committee 

having  reluctantly  arrived  at  a  conclusion  adverse  to  the  j  been  made  after  a  minute  and  deliberate  examination, 
proposed  ratification,  do  not  agree  with  the  Commis-  '  and  it  is  adverse  to  the  an-angement  agreed  upon  by 
sioners  in  the  opinion   that  "  it  was  useless  to  detail  all  [  the  commissioners. 

the  proceedings  of  the  joint  commissioners  which  led  !  Dismissing  these  preliminary  considerations,  which 
to  the  final  result,"  and  could  have  wished  that  the  the  committee  refer  to,  not  as  essential  to  a  just  under- 
documentary  evidence  communicated  to  the  Legisla-  !  standing  of  the  views  they  shall  have  occasion  to  pre- 
ture,  had  been  more  complete.  The  history  of  the  pro- j  sent,  but  as  illustrating  and  enforcing  the  necessity  of 
gress  of  the  negociation  might  have  had  a  tendency  to  '  great  caution  in  a  final  decision  of  the  question,  they 
remove  the  doubts  and  difficulties  which  have  existed  will  proceed  to  examine  the  merits  of  the  agreement 
in  the  minds  of  the  committee.  To  know  \ 
asked  and  refused,  might,  in  many  respects, 

of  illustration  merely,  be  as  useful  as  to  know  what  was  j  A  grave  question  of  a  constitutional  right,  presented 
granted,  and  it  would  have  been  the  source  of  sincere  j  itself  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee  in  the  out- 
gratification  to  the  committee,  had  they  been  apprised  i  set  of  their  deliberations,  which  is  not  referred  to  in 
of  the  precise  difficulties  which  they  presume  must  ;  the  report  of  the  commissioners.  The  committee  are 
have  prevented  the  more  satisfactory  adjustment  of  this  ;  bound  to  believe,  that  the  familiar  principle  of  consti- 
business.  The  committee  regret  too,  that  all  the  ma-  tutional  law  to  which  they  refer,  could  not  have  es- 
terials,  comprising  drafts  with  soundlngs,and  the  result  caped  the  attention  of  the  commissioners,  and  there- 
of personal  and  scientific  observation,  on  which  the  fore,  they  the  more  regret  that  there  is  no  allusion  to 
commissioners  acted,  were  not  communicated.  It  is  the  mode  of  solving  the  difficulty  which  it  involves. — 
impossible  to  believe  that  the  very  inadequate  m;itcrials  By  the  10th  section  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
referred  to  the  committee  were  all  that  the  commission-  i  States,  it  is  provided  that  "  no  state  shall,  without  the 
ers  had  before  them  during  their  deliberations.  They  '  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  or  tonnage,  keep 
are  manifestly  insufficient  for  the  safe  and  prudent  de-  i  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any 
cision  of  a  question  so  vitally  important  to  a  large  por-  \  agreement  or  compact  ivil/i  anolher  ftate,"  &c.  The 
tion  of  the  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  small  committee  do  not  mean  to  intimate  it  as  their  opinion, 
draft  of  the  proposed  dam  and  sluice  at  Wells'  Falls,  I  though  such  might  be  the  strict  interpretation  of  the 
was  the  only  paper  of  the  kind  referred  to  the  commit-  j  constitutional  prohibition,  that  the  consent  of  Congress 
tee,  or  so  far  as  they  are  apprised,  communicated  to  the  is  a  necessary  preliminary  to  a  negotiation  between  two 
Legislature.  Some  time  subsequent  to  the  organiza-  |  or  more  states,  but  they  are  entirely  at  a  loss  to  ima. 
tion  of  the  committee,  on  a  personal  inquiry  made  by  gine  by  whit  interpretation  of  explicit  language,  the 
Iht  chairman,  a  series  of  drafts  of  different  porlions  of  necessity  of  a  subsequent  ratification  can  be  obviated, 
the  river  was  found  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  ^  or  how,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  in  the  Ian- 
Commonwealth,  which  they  have  been  left  to  conjee-  ;  guage  of  the  5th  article  of  this  agreement,  it  can  be 
lure,  was  the  same  prepared  by  Mr.  Kneass,  the  former  !  considered  "  as  a  joint  compact  between  the  said  states 
engineer,  and  referred  to  in' the  report  of  the  com- i  and  the  citizens  thereof  respectively,  whenever  the 
missioners.  They  are  not,  however,  authenticated  in  legislatures  of  the  said  states  shall  have  passed  laws  ap- 
any  way.  I  proving  of  and  ratifying  the  same,  and /Acre  o/Cer  for- 
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ever  irrevocable  by  eithei'  of  the  said  contracting  par- 
ties without  the  concurrence  of  the  other."  Whether 
an  "  agreement  or  compact,"  thus  made  and  ratified 
without  reference  to  the  constilution.al  suprema- 
cy of  Congress, would  be  void  uh  iiuHo,ovon\y  voidable, 
is  a  question  tlie  commitlee  do  not  pretend  here  to  de- 
termine, but  it  is  clear  to  their  minds  that  such  a  sub- 
mission to  the  Federal  Legislature  is  requisite, and  tliey 
would  deem  it  wholly  irregular  to  recommend  the  ra- 
tification of  a  compact  in  terms  framed  in  disregard  of 
it.  The  committee  do  not  believe  it  would  be  a  valid, 
slill  less  an  irrevocable  compact,  under  our  N.^tional 
charter,  when  ratified  by  tlie  two  slates  without  the 
sanction  of  Congress.  Tlie  necessity  of  sucli  sanction 
should,  the  committee  think,  have  been  recognized  on 
the  face  of  the  compact. 

Perhaps  no  case  could  occur  to  which  the  reason  of 
the  constitutional  provision  would  more  forcibly  apply 
than  that  of  a  compact  between  the  two  states  having 
such  an  object  in  view  as  is  contemplated  by  the  agree- 
ment now  under  consideration.  '  It  is  not  the  design  of 
the  committee  in  this  place  to  anticipate  their  practical 
objections  to  the  proposed  dam  at  Wells'  Falls-  It  i 
sufficient  to  state  here  th.at  it  is  doubtful  whether  or  no 
such  a  dam  as  is  proposed  will  be  an  obstruction  to  the 
navigation  of  tlie  Delaware.  In  its  decision  as  a  doubt- 
ful question,  not  only  have  the  citizens  of  the  Union  at 
large  an  interest,  wliich  may  be  presumed  to  be  the 
legitimate  object  of  the  provision  of  the  article  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  which  would  be  completely 
protected  by  the  supervising  power  of  Congress,  but 
the  citizens  of  a  neighboring  State  witliin  whose  terri- 
tory the  river  Delaware  has  its  source,  have,  in  tlie 
opinion  of  the  committee,  vested  rightsin  its  navigation 
existing  long  prior  to  the  form.ation  of  the  constitution 
of  the  Union — the  acquisition  of  no  compact,  the  result 
of  no  concession,  but  rights  which  the  gener.al  law  of 
independent  sovereignties  gave  them,  and  of  which 
confederacy  and  union  have  not  deprived  them.  These 
rights,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  no  ex  parte 
negociation  can  impair.  If,  as  cannot  be  denied,  the 
citizens  of  New  York  have  by  the  law  of  nations  an  in- 
terest in  the  unobstructed  n.avigation  of  the  Delaware, 
the  rights  which  that  interest  gives  them  so  far  from 
being  divested  by  the  constitution  of  the  Union,  are 
necessarily  and  vastly  strengthened  by  it. 

In  considering  the  rights  of  New  York,  as  thus  aflfect- 
ed,  it  must  further  be  borne  in  mind  that  should  the 
present  compact  be  ratified,  such  are  its  provisions,tliat 
it  will  be  of  the  acts  of  Pennsylvaniaalone,  as  sanction 
ed  by  this  compact,  that  New  York  can  have  reason  to 
complain.  The  only  advantage  directly  secured  to 
New  Jersey  is  the  permission  (which  by  the  way  she 
has  already  assumed  in  palpable  violation  of  the  agree- 
ment of  1/83,)  to  use  a  certain  portion  of  the 
water  of  the  Delaware  to  feed  (he  Delaware  and 
Baritan  canal.  This  abstraction  of  water  it  is  st 
posed  will  never  injuriously  affect  the  navigation. 
Prob.abIy  if  strictly  confined  to  canal  purposes  it  will 
not.  But  on  the  other  hand,  in  order  to  feed  her  canal, 
Pennsylvania  is  to  build  a  dam  across  the  river,  which 
may  or  may  not,  as  time  will  show,  prove  an  obstruc- 
tion to  the  navigation.  If  any  thing  done  under  tills 
agreement  should  prove  an  obstruction,  it  must  be  the 
Pennsylvania  feeder  dam,  and  in  that  event  a  colli 
between  the  two  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
would  ensue,  far  more  unpleasant  than  the  controversy 
which  is  to  be  adjusted  by  this  compact,  because 
founded  in  a  palpable  infraction  of  right,  while  New 
Jersey,  secure  in  the  enjoyment  of  its  apparent  inno- 
cent privilege,  may  easily  afford  to  be  the  indiflferent 
observer  of  the  dispute. 

The  committee  have  been  content  with  stating  rather 
than  illustrating  these  points.  Had  their  views  of  the 
practical  results  of  this  negociation  been  different, 
these  constitutional  dltficullit's  would  have  been  regard- 
ed as  more  interesting.  These  suggestions  now  are  made 


by  the  committee  at  once  with  diiBdence,  and  with  an 
honest  conviction  that  they  are  worthy  of  consideration 
hereafter.  As  now  presented,  they  have  been  regarded 
rather  as  matter  of  form  than  substance. 

The  committee  will  proceed  to  examine  the  compact 
on  its  mt-rits. 

The  compact  as  made  by  the  commissioners, contains 
the  following  provisions: 

First.  It  is  declared  that  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
may  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken,  from  the  Delaware 
river,  by  means  of  the  feeder  at  the  head  of  Bull's 
Island,  as  much  water  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply 
the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal  for  the  purposes  of 
navigation. 

Second.  It  is  declared  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
may  take,  or  cause  to  be  taken  from  the  Delaware  river, 
by  means  of  dams  and  feeders  at  Wells'  Falls,  as  much 
water  as  may  be  necessary  to  supply  the  Delaware  di. 
vision  of  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  as  far  as  the  c-ity  of 
Philadelphia,  should  the  canal  be  so  far  extended,  for 
the  purposes  of  navigation.  The  height  of  the  dam  to 
be  constructed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at  Wells' 
Falls,  shall  not  exceed  three  feet  above  the  surface  of 
low  water^mark  at  the  head  of  the  Falls.  There  shall 
be  a  sluice  in  the  dam  sixty  feet  wide,  and  at  least  three 
hundred  feet  long,  or  longer  if  necessary,  to  make  a 
secure  descending  navigation.  The  walls  of  the  sluice 
as  well  as  the  dam  shall  be  made  of  substantial  timber 
crib  work,  filled  with  stones,  and  the  upper  end  of  the 
sluice  walls  extending  in  the  dam  shall  be  made  suffi- 
ciently high  to  afford  an  index  to  viatermen  of  the 
channel  prepared  for  them.  Boats  or  other  craft  as- 
cending the  river  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Pennsylva- 
nia canal,  by  locks  constructed  at  or  near  the  mouth  of 
Neely's  creek;  and  the  said  boats  w  other  craft  ascend- 
ing tlie  river,  shall  be  let  out  into  the  river  by  a  guard 
lock  or  lift  locks  at  the  head  of  the  Falls,  free  of  ex- 
pense. The  locks  shall  be  of  sufficient  capacity  to  ad- 
mit all  boats  or  other  craft  which  can  navigate  the 
Pennsylvania  canal.  A  good  and  sufficient  channel 
sh.all  be  kept  open  above  the  dam  of  sufficient  depth  at 
low  water  to  float  said  ascending  boats  or  other  craft 
which  may  pass  from  the  said  canal,  to  a  corres- 
ponding depth  of  water  in  the  river,  and  above  the 
suction  of  the  said  sluice,  and  such  a  tow  path  as  may 
be  necessary  for  this  purpose  shall  be  constructed. — 
Such  locks,  channel  and  tow  path,  shall  at  all  times  be 
kept  in  good  repair  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Third.  The  State  of  New  Jersey  shall  cause  the 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  river  Delaware,  at 
Scudder's  Falls,  which  have  been  placed  there  by  the 
Trenton  Delaware  Falls  company,  to  be  removed  or 
otherwise  obviated. 

The  advant.ages  which  by  this  agreement  in  the  view 
of  the   com.miss'.oners  to  be  secured   to  Pennsylvania 

1st.  The  supply  of  water  to  the  level  of  the  Dela- 
ware division  of  "the  Pennsylvania  canal  below  New 
Hope. 

2d.  Increased  facilities  to  the  coal  trade  by  a  com- 
munication at  New  Hope,  with  the  Delaware  and  Rari- 
tan canal  leading  to  the  New  York  market. 

od.  The  removal  of  the  existing  obstructions  in  the 
Delaware,  at  Scudder's  Falls,  illegally  placed  there  by 
the  Delaware  Falls  company. 

4th.  The  improvehient  of  the  rafting  channel  and  of 
the  ascending  navigation;  and 

5th.  The  adjustment  of  an  ancient  and  irrit-ating  con- 
flict of  rights  and  interests  of  the  two  states. 

The  committee  will  endeavor  to  examine  these  pro- 
posed advantages  briefly,  and  in  the  order  they  have 
been  stated. 

First  then  as  to  the  supply  of  the  lower  level  of  the 
canal  with  water.  From  the  commencement  to  the 
close  of  their  inquiriev,  the  committee,  though  deeply 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  subject,  have 
been  so  embarrassed  by  the  various  and  contradictory 
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statements  of  facts  submittedto  them.as  almost  to  abandon 
all  liope  of  arriving  at  a  satisfactory  result.  On  llie  one 
band,  they  have  been  assured  that  the  dcKcieney  of 
water  below  New  Hope  has  been  ever  since  the  con 
struction  of  the  canal  most  prejudicial  to  the  public 
interest.  On  the  other,  they  hive  been  referred  to 
the  significant  fact,  that  during  the  past  season  of  un- 
paralled  drought,  the  navig.ition  in  this  level  was  never 
once  interrupted  by  want  of  wuter.  The  sufficiency 
of  the  present  temporary  works  at  New  Hope,  was  em- 
phatically asserted  on  one  side  and  emphatically  denied 
on  the  other.  Again  the  cost  of  excavating  the  level 
so  as  to  require  no  dam,  is  variously  stated  from 
g60,000  to  §170,000,  and  the  loss  to  the  commonwealth 
from  the  inttrruption  of  the  trade  during  the  progress 
of  the  work  palliated  or  exaggerated  according  to  the 
interested  views  of  the  parlies.  To  have  reji-cte!  all 
information  except  such  as  was  derived  from  official 
sources  would  not  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  have 
been  proper,  and  they  have  therefore  preferred  en- 
countering the  additional  labor  and  perplexity  incident 
to   the  solution  of  these  apparent  contradictions.     To 


one  result  there  was  little  difficulty 


■ing, 


:that 


without  the  temporary  works  at  New  Hope,  there 
would  be  a  deficiency  of  water  in  the  lower  level.  'I'he 
committee  did  not  feel  it  to  be  part  of  their  duty  to  in- 
quire into  all  the  modes  of  supplying  the  canal  with 
water,  but  it  having  been  suggested  as  an  inducement 
to  the  confirmation  of  this  compact  that  it  would,  even 
if  the  dam  were  deemed  inexpedient,  legalise  the  ex- 
isting works  at  New  Hope;  they  are  compelled  to  say 
a  few  words  in  relation  to  those  works.  If  they  inter- 
fere in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  they  are  clearly  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  New 
Jersey,  and  as  such  indefensible,  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  raind  that  New  Jersey  is  at  this  moment  in  quiet  pos- 
session of  a  portion  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware,  ab- 
stracted illegally  through  the  feeder  of  the  Delaware 
and  Raritan  canal.  Though  the  committee  are  far 
from  intimating  it  as  their  opinion,  that  this  is  an  ade- 
quate apology;  yet  in  estimating  the  emergencies  of 
tne  case  in  its  various  bearings,  they  have  been  struck  j 
with  manifest  want  of  equity  in  any  complaint  on  the  i 
part  of  New  Jersey.  They  see  no  propriety  in  at-  i 
tempting  to  legalise' these  works  by  whatseems  to  them 
ft  forced  construction  of  the  papers  submitted.  What-  | 
ever  interpretation  might  be  put  on  the  compact  itself  i 
as  to  the  obligation  on  Pennsylvania  to  make  the  dam 
across  the  river,  the  committee  do  not  doubt  on  a  care-  i 
ful  examination  of  the  compact  togetlier  with  the  report 
to  the  Governor,  that  it  was  the  meaning  of  the  joint 
commission  that  Pennsylvania  was  to  be  bound  to  build 
the  dam,  and  that  the  building  of  the  dam  at  the  ex- 
pense of  Pennsylvania,  waspirt  of  the  consideration  of! 
the  agreement.  1 

The  committee  have  arrived  at  two  results,  then,  j 
viz:  that  by  the  present  works,  however  illegally 
constructed,  the  level  below  New  Hope  is  adequately  ; 
supplied  with  water,  and  that  a  confirmation  of  the  , 
compact,  without  the  construction  of  the  dam  across  , 
the  river,  would  be  entirely  useless,  and  would  not 
render  those  works  more  legal  than  they  are  at  pre- 
sent, j 

But  another  fact  has  been  established  in  the  opinion  i 
of  the  committee,  viz:  that  there  has  been,  and  in  case  ' 
of  an  increase  of  the  tr.ade,  will  certainly  be  a  deficien- 
cy of  water  in  the  level  above  New  Hope,  for  which 
the  present  compact  provides  no  remedy.  The  tenor 
of  Mr.  Kneass'  report  is  decidedly  confirmatory  of  the 
actual  existence  of  such  a  want  of  water  above  New  | 
Hope;  and  though  Mr.  Gay,  in  his  report,  expresses  a  I 
very  decided  opinion  that  'the  Lehigh  has  and  always  ', 
will  supply  the  canal  from  Easton  to  New  Hope,  yet  he  ' 
as  distinctly  states  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  time  may 
come  when  a  more  active  trade  than  that_  of  the  past  | 
season  will  show  the  propriety  of  introducing  a  feeder 
to  the  canal,  at  some  point  on  the  Delaware.above  New  I 
Hope. 


If,  then,  there  is  a  strong  probability,  to  use  the  most 
guarded  language  that  an  additional  supply  from  some 
point  above  New  Hope,  will,  before  long,  be  necessa- 
ry, the  committee  cannot  imagine  any  conceivable  in- 
ducement to  ratify  a  compact,  whic'h  will  preclude 
Pennsylvania  from  ever  obtaining  it  in  the  only  way  it 
can  be  obtained.  The  compact  renders  legal  the 
abstraction  of  water  by  the  Delaware  and  Haritun  feed- 
er. It  permits  Pennsylvania  to  feed  her  canal  by  dams 
•and  feeders,  of  prescribed  dimensions,  at  Jf  elh'  Falls, 
and  it  does  no  more.  If,  then,  by  treaty,  we  have  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  New  Jersey  to  obtain  a  supply  of 
water  from  a  specified  point,  it  follows  that  wn  cannot 
take  it  without  another  treaty,  f-omany  other  point.  A 
difl'erent  doctrine  would  lead  to  a  result  which  the 
committee  are  sure  the  commisssioners  never  for  an 
instant  contemplated.  Apply  any  other  than  a  strict 
construction  to  this  compact,  and  to  what  injurious  and 
unforeseen  consequences  will  it  not  lead.'  In  the  report 
to  the  legislature  the  commissioners  say  that  they  in- 
tended to  secure  to  each  state  as  much,  and  only  as 
much  water,  as  is  necessary  to  supply  its  canal  for  navi- 
gable purposes.  In  the  compact  the  restrictive  word 
is  no  doubt  inadvertently  omitted,  and  New  Jersey  is 
permitted  to  take  from  the  river  as  much  water  as  may 
be  necessary  to  supply  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal, 
for  the  purposes  of  navigation.  1  he  committee  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  limitation  is  insufficient  as  it  st.ands: 
on  the  contrary,  they  believe  it  is.  And  if  it  is,  then 
in  their  opinion,  the  specification  of  the  point  whence 
Pennsylvania  may  feed  her  canals,  viz:  Wells'  Falls,  is 
equally  conclusive  of  her  right  to  /eed  them  by  dams 
and  feeders,  at  any  other  point.  A  rule  is  a  bad  one 
that  does  not  work  alike  on  all.  If  the  compact  is  con- 
firmed, and  a  want  of  water  should  hereafter  occur 
above  New  Hope,  and  Pennsylvania  can  supply  it  by 
another  feeder,  without  the  assent  of  New  Jersey, 
because  such  another  feeder  is  not  prohibited  in  terms, 
then,  by  precise  parity  of  reasoning,  the  Delaware  and 
Raritan  company  have  the  power  to  use  the  water  in 
their  feeder  for  manufacturing  purposes,  because  it  is 
not  prohibited.  To  show,  incidentally,  to  what  practi- 
cal risk  this  latitude  of  interpretation,  followed,  out  to 
its  legitimate  results,  would  lead,  the  committee  will 
refer  to  a  single  passage  in  Mr.  Buchanan's  letter  of  the 
17th  October,  and  Mr.  Gay's  answer:  "  There  i-  good 
reason  to  believe,'" Says  the  former,  "that  within  the 
last  few  weeks  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  canal  compa- 
ny have  caused  their  feeder,  at  Bull's  island,  to  be 
deepened  a  foot,  or  more.  If  this  be  true,  what  will  be 
the  efTecl  upon  the  navigation  of  the  river?"  Mr.  Gay 
says,  in  replv;  "On  a  visit  to  the  point  in  question,  it 
appeared  that  the  works  contemplated  by  the  company, 
at  the  entrance  of  the  feeder,  were  incomplete.  1  he 
arrangement,  however,  is  one  which  is  calculated  to 
place  at  the  command  of  the  company  a  large  portion 
of  the  river  during  its  lowest  stages;  and  should  the 
water  be  drawn  through  the  feeder,  for  any  other  than 
navigable  purposes,  it  would,  in  all  probability,  tend  to 
injure  the  natural  navigation  of  the  river  during  low 
water."  ,       ,       , 

All  other  objections  aside,  the  one  that  has  been  just 
suggested  would  alone  be  sufficient,  and  the  committee 
would  do  violence  to  their  own  deliberate  convictions, 
were  they  to  recommend  the  ratification  of  a  compact 
which  would  either  prohibit  any  future  relief  for  what 
the  committee  believe  is  an  imminent  danger  y.z:  the 
want  of  water  above  New  Hope,  or  would  place  the 
common  property  of  the  citizens  of  the  Union,  the  flow 
ofa  noble  river,  at  the  mercy  of  a  single  State,  and 
subservient  to  a  local  interest. 

In  reference  to  this  matter  of  supplying  the  canal, 
even  below  New  Hope,  the  committee  have  but  a  sin- 
gle word  to  add.  Not  only,  accoraingto  the  view  that 
has  been  taken  of  this  compact,  is  the  place  at  which 
the  dam  is  to  be  erected  strictly  specified,  but  its  di- 
mensions prescribed.     It  is  not  to  exceed  three  feet  iq 
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above;  and  we  are  not  prepared  to  say  their  wishes  and 
interests  should  be  lost  sight  of.  Every  thing  being 
equal,  the  committee  would  prefer  that  none  should  be 
made.  This,  however,  is  a  subject  for  distinct  con- 
sideration hereafter.  It  can  then  be  decided  on  its  own 
merits,  and  regulated  by  precise  limitations.  That 
Wells'  Tails  is  not  the  best  place  for  an  out-let,  seems 
to  be  conceded,  as  tliere  are  other  points  where  the 
depth  of  water  is  sufficient  to  float  boats  across  without 
a  dam.  I  hat  it  is  not  an  eligible  place  fiT  a  feeder,  has 
been  shown.  Cutbush  Island  is  believed  to  be  best  for 
the  one,  and  Black's  Eddy,  on  account  of  the  depth  of 
the  watei-,  is  represented  as  best  for  the  other.  As  to 
the  tolls,  in  case  an  out  let  higher  up  should  be  deter- 
mined on,  about  which  the  committee  express  no  opin- 
io.n,  the  difficulty  admits  of  an  easy  solution.  An  out- 
let at  Black's  Eddy,  or  wherever  the  depth  of  water 
will  justify  it  without  a  dam,  will  be  of  advantage  ne- 
cessarily to  the  coal  trade,  by  opening  an  avenue  to 
the  New  York  market,  and  to  the  Delaware  and  Raritan 
canal  company,  by  increasing  its  tolls.  The  committee 
believe  that  the  additional  toll  now  collected  between 
Black's  Eddy,  for  instance,  and  New  Hope,  would  be 
cheerfully  paid,  for  the  privilege  of  an  out-let  lock. — 
The  committee  do  not  mean  to  say  that  such  an  out-let 
or  connection  should  be  made — that  is  a  question  to  be 
decided  hereafter  on  its  own  merits — but  they  do  mean 


height  above  the  surface  of  low  water  at  the  foot  of  the 
falls.  This  height  is  taken  as  a  medium  between  the 
estimates  of  the  two  engir.eers.  Mr.  Gay  thinks  a  two 
foot  dam  at  Wells'  would  supply  the  canal.  Mr. 
Douglass,  the  New  Jersey  engineer,  says  expressly, 
that  he  does  not  think  Pennsylvania  can  get  a  sufficient 
supply  of  water  with  a  dam  of  less  height  than  three 
feet  and  seventy-five  hundredths,  (3.75.)  The  ccrn- 
missioners,  for  reasons  which  have  not  been  communi- 
cated, split  the  difference,  and  fixed  it  at  three  feet  — 
Now,  let  it  be  supposed  for  a  moment,  in  the  event  of 
what  the  commissioners  contemplated  throughout,  the 
extension  of  the  canal  from  Bristol  to  Philadelphia,  a 
three  feet  dam  should  prove  inadequate  to  supply  the 
whole  distance,  or  in  other  words,  that  Mr.  Douglass' 
estimate  should  prove  to  be  correct,  by  what  authority 
could  Pennsylvania  raise  the  dam  one  inch  above  the 
three  feet  which  New  Jersey  has  allowed  her.'  Certain- 
ly none,  except  what  might  be  derived  from  new  nego- 
tiations, and  new  concessions.  Whatever  is  settled  by 
compact,  can  only  be  altered  by  compact,  and  separate 
legislation  must  necessarily  be  ineffectual.  If,  as  we 
have  said,  it  is  supposed,  and  in  the  conflict  of  scientific 
opinion  this  is  not  unreasonable,  Mr-  Douglass  should 
prove  to  be  right,  and  Mr.  Gay  and  the  commissioners 
wrong,  in  what  a  situation  would  our  irrevocable  com- 
pact place  us.  The  dam  would  avail  only  as  a  perni- 
cious memorial  of  inconsiderate  negotiation,  and  Venn-  !  to  say,  that  assi>ming,  as  the  commissioners  do,  that  i\. 
sylvania  would  at  last  be  reduced  to  the  attitude  of  a  is  desirable,  the  diff'erence  of  tolls  between  a  higher 
suppliant  to  her  sister  State,  for  the  privilege  of  com-  and  lower  point,  if  in  other  respects  the  foimer  be  pre- 
pleting  her  own  public  works.  ferable,  would  be  cheerfully  paid  by  the  parties  inter- 

Viewing  this  matter  in  every  aspect  in  which  it  has  .  ested  in  it.  If  this  suggestion  of  a  saving  uf  tolls  has 
been  presented  to  them,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  |  no  force,  and  both  a  belter  feeder  and  a  better  out-let 
that,  as  a  means  of  adequately  supplying  the  canal  under  I  can  be  found  elsewhere,  the  committee  are  at  a  loss  to 
existing  and  probable  circumstances,  the  proposed  ar-  i  find  any  other  inducements  on  the  points  referred  to, 
rangement  is  inexpedient  and  inadmissible.  Were  the  ]  to  confirm  the  compact.  As  to  the  connection  between 
committee  called  on  to  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  ]  the  canals,  the  committee  would  observe,  in  conclusion, 
best  mode  of  feeding  the  canal,  they  have  no  hesitation  I  it  is  so  manifestly  the  interest  of  the  State  of  New 
in  saying,  that,  whether  as  respects  the  certainty  of  I  Jersey  (having  as  she  has,  so  strong  a  pecuniary  sym- 
supply  for  all  possible  deficiency,  either  above  or  I  pathy  with  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  Company) 
below  New  Hope,  or  the  absence  of  any  impediment  to  |  that  it  should  be  made  with  a  view  to  the  increase  of  its 
the  navigation  of  the  river,  a  wing-dam  at  Cutbush's  ,  tolls,  that  they  have  no  fear  but  that  when  the  proper 
Island,  as  is  recommended  by  Mr.  Kneass  and  approved  j  time  comes,  a  suitable  junction  can  be  made  and  on 
by  the  commissioners,  is  beyond  all  question  preferable  1  cheaper  terms  than  are  prescribed  by  the  hard  bargain 
to  any  other  that  has  been  suggested.  The  commis- j  of  the  present  compact.  It  will  be  borne  in  mind, 
sionets  having  stated  in  their  report  that  they  should  j  throughout,  that  the  whole  expense  of  constructing 
\iave  recommended  a  dam  and  feeder  at  Cutbush's  I  the  dam,  locks,  channel  and  tow-path,  for  this  connec- 
Island,  as  the  best  mode  of  supplying  our  canal,  but  :  tion,  is  to  be  borne  by  Pennsylvania.  The  committee 
for  their  sense  of  the  necessity  of  a  connection  between  [  cannot  close  their  remarks  on  this  point,  without  caUing 
the  two  canals;  for  the  benefit  of  the  coal  business,  &c.  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  passage  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  are  brought  to  the  consideration  of  that  I  the  commissioners,  which  seems  to  them  to  require  ex- 
point.  ]  planation.     At  page  5  they  say: 

2.  The  committee  do  not  propose  to  dwell  at  length  [  "  Whilst  this  arrangement  secures  both  the  ascend- 
on  this  point,  believing  that  the  views  they  have  already  ■  ing  and  descending  trade  of  the  river,  it  provides  the 
stated  in  regard  to  the  palpable  inefficiency  of  the  pro-  ]  means,  without  any  additional  expense,  of  a  con:imuni- 
posed  arrangement,  will  be  sufficient  to  justify  the  re- 1  cation  betweew  the  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Delaware 
suit  to  which  they  have  arrived.  The  argument  of  the  and  Raritan  canal.  The  guard  lock  necessary  at  the 
commissioners  is,  that  assuming  a  connection  for  the  I  head  of  our  feeder,  and  the  deep  water  which  will  be 
benefit  of  the  coal  trade  is  desirable  and  will  be  made,  created  across  the  river  by  the  dam,  will,  should  the 
it  will  be  better  at  New  Hope  than  higher  up;  because  Delaware  and  Raritan  company  lock  down  into  it  from 
the  boats  will  be  thus  obliged  to  remain  longer  in  the  1  their  feeder,  make  this  communication  complete- 
Pennsylvania  canal,  and  a  larger  amount  of  tolls  be  col- |  Although  the  agreement  does  not  stipulate  that  this 
lected.  The  difference  of  tolls  between  Black's  Eddy  shall  be  done,  and  both  parties  areat'perfect  hberty  to 
and  New  Hope  is  estimated,  according  to  the  report,  at  act  as  they  think  proper,  yet  the  public  interest  and 
$16,000  a  year,  and  of  course  increasing.  It  is  suppos-  convenience  must  soon  accomplisli  this  purpose.-- 
ed  that  this  amount  will  be  saved,  by  making  the  Indeed  ive  have  good  reoion  to  believe  that  the  Canal 
junction  at  New  Hope  rather  than  higher  up.  The  :  Commissioners  have  it  a/ready  in  teriaus  contempla- 
committee  do  not  mean  here  to  discuss  the  question  as  i  tion." 

to  the  general  expediency  of  an  out-let  from  the  Penn-  Whether  this  "  serious  contemplation"  of  the  canal 
«ylvania  canal,  so  as  to  communicate  with  the  New  commissioners  is  to  extend  to  the  actual  construction  of 
York  market.  If  such  a  measure  is  to  be  adopted,  it  |  an  out-let  lock  by  virtue  of  their  discretionary  power 
;eems  to  the  committee  to  be  the  appropriate  subject  j  only,  is  a  question  the  committee  will  not  stop  to  ask. 
of  distinct  consideration,  and  that  it  should  not  be  I  They  state  it  merely  as  a  matter  of  appropriate  consid- 
blended  with  disputed  questions  respecting  the  ehgi-  eration  to  the  body  whence  all  ministerial  authority  is 
bility  of  various  feeders  to  canals.     The  inhabitants  on    derived. 

the  line  of  the  canal  below  New  Hope,  would,  the  com-  The  third  proposed  benefit  from  the  compact,  will 
ipjttee  are  assured,  regret  the  construction  of  an  out-let  1  require  comparatively  little  notice  from  the  committee. 
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It  is  the  removal  of  existing  obstructions  at  Scudder's 
Falls.  This  is  no  doubt  desirable,  but  it  has  occurred 
to  the  committee,  tliat  if  undue  importance  has  not  been 
attached  to  it,  language  more  loose  and  ambiguous, 
nCTCr  was  used  to  secure  an  important  riglit.  The 
works  of  the  Delaware  Falls  company,  are  confessedly 
an  infraction  of  the  rights  of  Pennsylvania,  and  as  such 
in  fact,  and  in  contemplation  of  law  a  nuisance.  Their 
removal  should  have  been  made  a  condition  precedent, 
instead  of  which  the  commissioners  have  been  satisfied 
with  a  provision  that  the  obstruction  is  to  be  removed 
or  otherwise  obviated-  Mr.  Gay  states  that  the  only 
effectual  mode  of  rendering  the  navigation  uninterrupt- 
ed at  this  point,  will  be  to  remove  the  present  works 
altogether,  and  the  committee  believe  that  when  the 
compact  shall  hereafter  be  interpreted  by  the'searching 
eye  of  selfish  interest  "  olhertvise  to  obviate"  the  ob- 
struction will  be  found  quite  inadequate  for  the  preser- 
vation of  our  interests.  A  partial  removal  of  the  ob- 
struction it  appears  was  made  during  the  negotiation 
and  the  commissioners  seem  to  have  satisfied  themselves 
with  a  pledge,  not  from  the  Slate  of  New  .Jersey, 
but  from  the  company,  that  there  should  not  in  future 
be  any  cause  for  complaint.  The  committee  cannot 
but  regard  this  as  affording  inadequate  security. 

4.  The  committee  have  scarcely  allowed  themselves 
time  to  dwell  as  fully  as  they  wished  on  the  probable 
effect  of  the  proposed  dam  at  Wells'  Falls  on  the  river 
trade.  This  consists  mainly  now  of  lumber,  which,  in 
the  form  of  rafts,  is  floated  in  the  channel  of  the  river 
to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  supply  of  the 
down  river  counties.  The  committee  have  been  anx- 
ious to  ascertain  with  some  precision,  if  only  by  estimate, 
the  annual  amount  of  the  Delaware  lumber  trade.  It 
is,  however,  scarcely  appreciable.  It  it  estimated  that 
the  county  of  Wayne  alone,  in  a  single  year  has  sent 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  to  the  Philadelphia 
market.  The  counties  of  Northampton,  Pike,  Wayne, 
Lucerne  and  Susquehanna,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Sulli- 
van, Delaware,  Broome,  Chenango  and  Otsego  coun- 
ties, in  New  York,  supply  nearly  all  the  lumber  that 
descends  the  river.  In  some  of  the  New  York  counties 
Sullivan  especially,  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  own 
extensive  lumber  tracts,  the  value  of  which  mainly  de- 
pends on  a  free  "  river  avenue"  to  market.  The  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania  who  live  upon  the  upper  waters 
of  the  Delaware,  have  gone  into  a  rough  and  for  farm- 
ing purposes  a  sterile  country.  They  are  emphatically 
an  industrious  and  enterprising  population.  In  full  con- 
fidence in  their  rights,  pre-exislent  to  any  compact,  and 
in  the  plighted  faith  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey, 
in  the  agreement  of  1783,  they  have  purchased  land, 
have  undergone  all  the  hardships  incident  to  the  first 
settlement  of  a  wilderness,  and  they  now  ask  that  the 
great  highway  which  nature  has  given  them,  may  not 
be  impeded,  for  remote,  uncertain,  and  speculative  ad- 
vantages to  others. 

The  committtee  are  aware  that  some  of  the  engineers 
who  have  examined  the  river  at  its  different  points, 
have  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  dam  and  sluice,  as 
proposed,  would  benefit  rather  than  impede  the  de- 
scending navigation.  To  this  opinion  is  opposed  the 
unanimous  sentiment  of  all  the  practical  watermen  who 
have  been  consulted  on  the  subject.  In  their  own 
body,  the  committee  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  a 
share  of  practical  experience,  which  they  have  readily 
consulted;  and  for  the  following  view  of  this  part  of  the 
subject,  on  the  faith  of  that  practical  experience,  the 
committee  are  willingly  responsible: — 

The  proposed  dam,  placed  as  contemplated,  will  be 
about  forty  rods  above  the  entering  of  the  falls,  or  what 
is  termed  by  the  raftmen  and  boatmen,  the  "Jersey  en- 
tering rock."  At  this  place  in  the  fall-;  the  water 
"  rushes  impetuously"  over  a  ledge  of  rocks.  Near  at 
the  entrance  there  is  in  low  water,  or  a  common  freshet, 
barely  room  for  a  raft  of  lumber  of  thirty  feet  in  width 
tc  pass.     The  greatest  difficulty  is,  that  rafts  approach 


this  place  in  the  falls  with  too  much  rapidity  now,  and 
it  requires  tlie  most  experienced  men  to  run  a  raft  or 
boat  through  them  with  safety.  If  these  then  are  the 
facts,  the  effect  of  a  dam  so  near  the  head  of  the  falls 
will  be  to  increase  the  velocity  of  the  descending  craft 
in  a  fourfuld  proportion,  and  consequently  an  increas- 
ed difficulty  of  navigating  the  raft,  ark  or  boat,  with 
additional  risk.  It  is  urged  by  many  of  the  most  expe- 
rienced wiitermen  that  a  dam  cannot  be  built  on  as  for- 
midable a  stream  as  the  Delaware  which  can  be  passed 
by  rafts  or  boats  with  any  safety  from  the  centre  of  the 
dam.  It  is  well  known  by  raftmen  that  a  dam  cannot 
be  built  at  the  head  of  a  falls,  and  a  sluice  left  in  the 
centre  which  will  regulate  the  current  of  the  river 
below,  or  which  shall  direct  the  current  with  any  cer- 
tainty to  a  given  point.  The  tendency  of  water  to  pre- 
serve a  level — the  force  with  which  it  passes  on  an  in- 
clined plane,  however  gentle,  where  an  unusual  quan- 
tity is  forced  down,  and  the  difference  of  the  course  of 
the  current  as  the  water  is  higher  or  lower — all  go  to 
prove  conclusively  that  the  proposed  dam  would  in- 
crease the  present  difficulty  of  entering  Wells'  Falls, 
if  not  entirely  destroy  the  descending  navigation.  One 
other  effect  of  the  dam  must  not  be  lost  sight  of — the 
probable  destruction  of  the  shad  fisheries,  which  the 
commitlee  honestly  believe  would  be  one  of  the  first 
consequences  of  the  erection  of  the  dam. 

On  the  whole,  in  examination  of  this  compact,  as  will 
be  easily  believed,  the  committee  felt  a  strong  anxiety, 
putting  aside  their  other  scruples,  to  confirm  the  agree- 
ment if  posible-  They  fully  appreciate  the  necessity 
of  some  action  on  the  subject,  knowing  as  they  do, 
how  strong  the  inducements  are  to  agree  upon  some 
terms  for  the  mutual  use  of  a  portion  of  the  waters  of 
the  river,  and  it  has  been  with  sincere  reluctance  that 
Ihey  have  been  compelled  to  come  to  the  conclusion, 
that  the  compact,  on  its  merits  as  well  as  in  its  forms, 
ought  not  to  be  confirmed.  To  say  that  the  interests 
of  Pennsylvania  have  been  sacrificed,  would  be  to  im- 
pute motives  to  those  who  have  sanctioned  the  arrange- 
ment, such  as  this  committee  would  be  the  last  to  attri- 
bute; but  to  say  that  inadequate  information,  or  preci- 
pitate action,  has  led  to  a  decision  by  which  those  inter- 
ests would  be  destroyed,  is  no  more  than  the  simple 
truth,  as  it  appears  to  the  committee.  The  attitude  of 
Pennsylvania  ought  never  to  be  that  of  a  suppliant  to 
her  sister  state,  still  less  ought  she  to  join  in  a  con- 
spiracy to  violate  the  rights  of  the  absent  and  unheard. 
She  ought  not  even  to  be  suspected.  Her  state-rights 
are  the  rights  of  an  honest,  and  in  honesiy,  a  fearless 
state.  Her  interests  are  strictly  consistent  with  those 
rights,  and  while  the  committee  have,  as  they  have  al- 
ready stated,  been  anxious  to  withhold  approval  to  even 
an  apparent  departure  from  her  principles,  they  have 
found  in  this  agreement  little  that  secures  or  protects 
her  well  ascertained  and  dearest  interests. 

The  committee,  therefore,  unanimously  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  ratify  the  com- 
pact executed  on  the  22d  November,  1834,  between 
the  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey, 
relative  to  the  use  of  the  waters  of  the  river  Dela- 
ware.—  [For  numerous  documents  on  this  subject, 
see  Register  Vol.  III.  Vol.  IV.  page  365,  Vol.  V.  p.  88, 
Vol.  VIII.  p.  232,  366,  Vol.  IX.  p.  119,  Vol.  X.  p.  119. 
&c.]  

THE  WEATHER. 

Fahrenheit's  Thermometer,  in  Chestnut  street,  near 
the  Mint. 

Feb.   1,  at  6  in  the  morning,  Mercury  stood  at  30. 

Feb.  2,             do                                   do  at  22 

Feb.   3,             do                                   do  at  18 

Feb.  4,             do                                   do  at  14 

On  Wednesday  last  there  were  twenty-four  steamers 
at  Pittsburg,  most  of  which    were  either  unloading  or 


loading. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER. 

Extract  ft  om  the  Meteorologicul  Register,  taken  at  the  Stale  Capital— Barrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 

Br  James  Weight,  Librarian. 

JANUARY,  1835. 
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BAKUi 

4EIER. 

"T 

Thursday, 

26 

30 

29 

28 

29.60 

61 

62 

29.61 

ISE  Moderate. 

Clear— Cloudy. 

2 

Friday, 

24 

37 

39 

33 

62 

62 

62 

62 

NNW        " 

Clear— Cloudy. 

3 

Saturday, 

16 

17 

17 

17 

95 

30.00 

30.00 

98 

NNW 

Clear  day. 

4 

Sunday, 

00 

12 

13 

8 

30.10 

10 

8 

30.09 

NNW 

do.     do. 

5 

Monday, 

•9 

11 

14 

5 

29.96 

96 

90 

29.94 

.NNW        " 

do.     do. 

6 

Tuesday, 

9 

25 

20 

95 

92 

92 

13 

NNW   Brisk. 

do.     do. 

7 

Wednesday, 

5 

14 

18 

12 

30.00 

30.00 

30.00 

30.00 

NNW    Moderate. 

do.     do. 

8 

Thursday, 

3 

12 

15 

10 

29.95 

95 

95 

29.95 

NNW 
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Friday, 
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15 

18 

9 

95 

95 

95 

95 

NNW 

do.     do. 

10 

Saturday, 

•3 

19 

23 

97 

97 

97 

97 

NNW 

do.     do. 

11 

Sunday, 

7 

26 

29 

21 

8D 

80 

80 

80 

NNW 

do.     do. 
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Monday, 

7 

22 

30 

20 

80 

78 

74 

77 

SE 

Clear-  Cloudy. 

13 

Tuesday, 

26 

41 

41 

36 

70 

66 

65 

67 

E 

Lightly  cloudy. 

U 

Wednesd, 

36 

44 

47 

42 

42 

40 

42 

41 

W 

Rain— Lightly  cloudy. 

15 

Thursday, 

32 

45 

45 

41 

58 

51 

43 

51 

E 

Fog— Sun  &  clouds— Rain  at  n't 

16 

Friday, 

39 

42 

41 

41 

40 

44 

54 

46 

W  Brisk. 

Cloudy  day. 
do.         do. 

17 

Saturday, 

32 

39 

39 

37 

83 

85 

86 

85 

VV  Moderate. 

18 

Sunday, 

35 

34 

33 

80 

80 

77 

79 

N 

Cloudy— Clear. 

19 

Monday, 

19 

33 

30 

80 

76 

75 

77 

E 

Sun  &  Clouds. 

20 

Tuesday, 

31 

42 

41 

62 

62 

62 

62 

NE 

do.         do. 

21 

Wednesday, 

36 

42 

41 

40 

63 

44 

36 

48 

E 

Cloudy — rain  in  the  evening. 

22 

Thursday, 

32 

43 

44 

40 

36 

41 

50 

42 

W  Brisk. 

Clear  day. 

23 

Jriday, 

32 

46 

45 

41 

63 

68 

76 

69 

W       " 

do.     do. 

24 

Saturday, 

33 

39 

40 

37 

30.06 

7 

7 

30.07 

E  Moderate. 

do.do    . 

25 

Sunday, 

33 

35 

40 

36 

29.84 

74 

60 

29.73 

E          " 

Rainy  day. 

26 

Monday, 

37 

44 

44 

42 

47 

41 

34 

41 

NE       " 

Foggy  day— Rain  at  night. 

2r 

Tuesday, 

39 

49 

49 

46 

56 

58 

55 

56 

SE        " 

Sun  &  Clouds. 

28 

Wednesday, 

42 

47 

46 

45 

40 

50 

67 

52 

NW  Blustering. 
iE  Moderate. 

do.     do. 

39 

Thursday, 

32 

43 

45 

40 

93 

93 

91 

Clear— Cloudy— rain  at  night. 

30 

Friday, 

37 

43 

45 

42 

55 

43 

38 

45 

IE 

Rainv  day  &  fog— hea'y  r'n  at  n't 

31 

Saturday, 

37 

41 

38 

39 

13 

13 

15 

14' ISW  Blustering. 

Cloudy  day. 

Therinometer. 

Sarometer. 

Maximum  on  the  27ih, 

46° 

Maximum  on  the  4th, 

30.09  inches. 

Minimum  on  the  5th, 

5 

Minimum  ontheSlst, 

29.14       " 

Difference,      . 

41 

Difference, 

00.95       " 

Mean. 

. 

30 

1  Mean, 

.    29  71       " 

Below  zero 

From  the  Pltoburg  Gazette. 

PiTTSBUHo — Two  more  very  important  steps  are 
about  to  be  made  in  the  advancement  of  our  city  to 
that  eminence  which  it  is  destined  to  attain.  It  will  be 
seen,  by  our  advertising  columns,  that  a  daily  line  of 
steam  boats  will  commence  running  from  this  city  to 
Louisville,  on  Monday,  the  23d  of  February  next.  It 
will  also  be  seen  that  the  Western  Transportation  Com- 
pany are  making  arrangement,  for  the  speedy  convey- 
ance of  passengers,  in  comfortable  boats,  from  Philadel- 
phia to  this  place.  These  improvements  in  our  travel- 
ing conveniences  are  both  very  important,  and  will 
greatly  increase  She  resort  to  our  city  by  travelers  both 
on  business  and  pleasure.  They  will  also,  no  doubt, 
draw  a  vastly  larger  amount  of  merchandise  and  pro- 
duce in  this  direction. 

If  the  arrangernents  for  the   dispatch  of  a.  steam 


boat  every  day  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  is  strictly  adhered 
to,  and  we  have  no  doubt  they  will  be,  traveling  from 
Philadelphia,  or  any  eastern  city,  to  any  place  along  the 
Ohio,  will  be  greatly  expedited,  and  the  time  neces- 
sary to  make  the  trip  can  be  readily  estimated  before- 
hand. 

It  has  been  a  sore  grievance  to  travelers,  on  the 
western  waters,  that  there  was  no  dependance  to  be 
placed  upon  any  assurances  that  steam  boats  would 
start  at  any  particular  hour.  The  commencement 
of  a  daily  line  will  at  once  remove  this  source  of  annoy 

The  enterprising  projectors  of  this  improvement 
in  our  facilities  for  traveling,  merit,  and  will  no 
doubt  receive,  substantial  evidences  of  pubhc  approba- 
tion. 
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Petition  for  the  extension  of  the  Pennsylvania  Canal 
from  Columbia  to  the  Maryland  Line — Read  in  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  January  12,  1835,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITION. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the 
Valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  respectfully  represents; 

That  the  chain  of  internal  improvement  now  provid- 
ed  for  by  law,  when  completed,  will  still   leave  th 


and  adequate,  but  that  of  a  continuation  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania canal  from  Columbia  to  the  Maryland  line. — 
Until  this  be  accomplished  the  whole  lumber  and  coal 
of  the  Susquehanna,  destined  for  the  Chesapeake  mar- 
kets will  pursue  the  precarious,  and  very  often  ruinous 
channel  of  the  river.  The  consequence  will  be,  that 
comparatively  little  of  the  mineral  will  be  sent.  The 
coal  business  to  be  profitable,  must  be  regular,  and 
cannot  be  successfully  conducted  while  dependant  on 
the  freshets  of  the  Susquehanna  for  a  highway  to 
market. 

To  Pennsylvania  will  the  whole  Sea  board  of  the 
United  States,  and  before  many  years,  the  West  India 
Islands,  be  tributary  for  their  fuel;  and  when  the  im- 
mense importance  of  the  coal  trade  elsewhere  is  con- 


section  of  country,  admitted  to  be  the  richest  in  .nineral  i  sidered,  the  policy  of  giving  extension  to  it  here,  by 
productions  within  the  Commonwealth,  without  that  every  practicable  means,  admits  of  no  possible  doubt, 
means  of  communication  with  a  market,  of  uniform  A  few  facts  will  illustrate  this.  Birmingham,  Manches- 
construction,  which  the  nature  of  its  products  demands,  ter,  Glasgow,  Leeds,  &c.  owe  their  comparative  ad- 
The  vast  fields  of  Bituminous  and  Anthracite  Coal  on  j  vancement  and  importance  to  the  great  abundance  and 
the  West  and  North  Branches  of  our  river,  to  enable  ;  cheapness  of  fuel  at  those  places.  From  similar  causes, 
them  to  be  worked  to  advantage,  require  a  connected  '  similar  effects  will  result,  and  it  will  necessarily  follow 
canal  navigation  from  their  respective  localities  to  tide  I  that  the  great  manufacturing  capital  of  the  United 
water.  Without  this  they  cannot  be  brought  into  compe-  States,  will  centre  in  those  situations,  which  will  afford 
tition  with  the  mines  of  the  same  material.situated  upon  {  the  greatest  facilities  in  procuring  the  same  indispensa- 
the  waters  connecting  with  the  Delaware,  and  conse- I  ble  material.  Pennsylvania  is,  therefore,  its  natijral 
quenily  the  immense  wealth  now  emboweled  in  the  j  locality;  and  of  this  we  have  evidence  in  the  multipli- 
earth,  in  those  quarters,  must  continue  inactive,  cation  of  manufactures  at  Pittsburg,   and  Philadelphia, 

Large  calculalions  are  made  in  your  Treasurer's  an-    and  the  rapid  growth  of  these  cities  within  a  few  years 
nual  report,  of  the  future  revenue  to  be   derived  frum    past. 

the  Branch  Canals.  You  are  informed  that  "  the  North  '  In  the  year  1828,  the  importation  of  coal  into  Lon- 
Branch  canal  now  reaches  the  heart  of  the  immense  '  don  alone,  amounted  to  1,541,000  chaldrons  of  36 
coal  region,  co-extensive  with  the  whole  valley  of  the  .  bushels  each;  and  in  the  whole  of  Great  Britain,  in  the 
Wyoming.  In  the  extent  and  quality  of  coal  in  the  !  same  year,  the  consumption  is  stated  to  be  the  enor- 
facilities  of  mining  and  transportation,  the  valley  of  the  I  mous'quantity  of  15,580,000  tons,  exclusive  of  ex- 
Wyoming  is  considered  to  possess  advantages  superior  I  portation.  On  the  Tine  and  Wier,  about  21,000  hands 
to  any  region  of  the  State,"  and  that  "the  West  Branch  '  are  employed  in  digging  and  deUvering  it  to  the  ships 
Canal  passes  along  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  dis- 1  on  the  rivers,  and  about  15,000  seamen  are  employed 
tricts  of  the  State;  when  completed  to  its  point  of  des-  in  transporting  it  to  various  parts.  These  facts  disclose 
tination,  it  will  afford  means  of  transportation  to  the  j  how  inconsiderable  the  business  is  yet  in  this  country. 
most  extensive  manufactories  of  iron  in  the  State;  and  !  The  whole  amount  of  coal  forwarded  to  market  from 
will  open  a  new  source  of  wealth,  in  the  inexhaustible  I  the  Schuylkill,  Lehigh  and  Lackawanna,  the  present 
ininesof  Bituminous  coal,  bordering  on  the  Susquehan- !  season,  (26lh  December,  1834,)  is  but  379,000  tons, 
na.  That  a  company  of  rich  capitalists  of  this  and  other  j  and  this  exceeds  the  amount  of  last  year  by  about 
States,  have  already  made  large  investments  in  this  '  200,000.  But  the  facts  of  the  English  coal  trade  also 
region,  and  have  succeeded  in  manufacturing  cokes,the  i  dir.closes  the  immense  results  that  may  be  anticipated, 
value  of  which,  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  is  found  to  of  our  own,  if  duly  fostered  and  elicited.  In  addition 
be  in  the  proportion  of  10  to  26:"^,  compared  with  the  '  to  the  permanency  and  cheapness,  that  will  be  ulti- 
usual  fuel,  in  favor  of  the  former."  The  same  report  i  mately  secured  to  our  manufactures,  by  its  means, 
also  informs  you  that  the  period  is  not  far  distant,  when  with,  or  perhaps  without,  the  protection  hereto  afford- 
the  towns  watered  by  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  city  of  !  ed  them,  by  the  Tariff,  and  the  vast  demand  for  labour 
Baltimore,  will  contribute  to  the  consumption  of  the  ;  in  the  various  employmentsof  the  trade;an  incalculable 
Susquehanna  coal;  and  we  add  our  hope  that  the  iron  increase  will  be  made  to  the  coasting  trade  of  the 
works,  steam  boats,  and  machinery  of  all  descriptions  ]  country,  and  a  nursery  for  seamen  created  that  will 
propelled  by  steam,  of  that  region,  will  also  speedily  i  give  stability  to  the  Navy  of  the  Union.  The  coal  trade 
be  supplied  with  the  coke  and  bituminous  coal  of  the  j  of  England  supplies  more  seamen  to  the  navy,  than 
West  Branyh.  "  When  such  an  event  takes  places,"  ,  any  other  branch  of  the  coasting  trade  of  that  country, 
(we  again  quote  from  tlie  report)  "  this  branch  of  the  But  we  beg  leave  to  pursue  this  subject  further— ^ 
Pennsylvania  canal  will  form  an  advantageous  comparl-  The  pig  iron  manufactured  in  the  United  States,  in  the 
son  with  the  productiveness  of  the  Schuylkill  naviga- !  year  1831,  according  to  the  report  made  to  the  New 
tion."  The  value  of  the  latter  may  be  calcidated  from  j  York  convention  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that 
the  price  of  its   stock,   which  now   sells  for  gl20,  for  !  purpose,  amounted  to  191,536  tons,   the  imports  of  th^ 


glOOpaid.  Yet  is  this  but  in  its  infancy,  and  its  pre 
sent  compared  with  its  prospective  operations,  are  in- 
significant, as  we  shall  show. 

The  value  of  these  branches  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal,  thus  anticipated,  however,  must  depend  on  its 
extension  to  tide  water,  either  by  the  further  exertions 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  that  purpose,or  by  individual 
capital.  The  coal  of  these  waters,  can  never  bear  the 
expense  of  transportation,  when  to  this  shall  be  added 
the  loss,  delay,  and  necessary  charges  of  a  transfer  of 
loading  from  a  canal  to  a  rail  road.  The  Union  canal 
will  never  be  able  to  carry  off  more  than  the  agricultu- 
ral products  of  the  country,  if  sufficient  for  that.  The 
products  of  the  forest  and  mines  must  seek  some  other 


same  year  were,  33,000  tons,  the  amount  consumed 
therefore,  in  the  United  States  in  that  year,  was  more 
than  226,000  tons.  The  estimate,  in  England,  where 
iron  is  manufactured  by  coke,  is  four  tons  of  coal  to 
the  production  of  one  ton  of  this  description  of  iron. — 
We  suppose  that  there  is  an  existing  annual  demand 
for  100,000  tons.of  the  cheaper  iron  prepared  by  coke, 
for  rail  roads,  other  public  improvements  and  the  va- 
rious uses  to  which  this  kind  of  iron  is  applied;  and 
that  if  facilities  existed  in  obtaining  it,  a  consumption 
of  not  less  tlian  400,000  tons  of  the  West  Branch  bi- 
tuminous coal  would  very  sh"rly  be  obtained  from  the 
manufacture  of  iron  alone.  We  are  now  dependant  on 
England  for  iron  for  our  rail  roads,   and  Pennsylvania, 


course  to  market,  and  no  other  is  deemed  at  once  safe  i  » ith  all  the  materials  in  supcrabunda»ce  for  its 
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factures,  yet  obtains  hei-  supply  from  abroad.     In  Ma- 
ryUnd,  ihe  Eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania,    Delaware, 
and  New  Jersey,   many    extensive    iron  worics  are  in 
operation  which  could  be  supplied  with  fuel,  from  the 
mines,  at  a   cheaper  rate,  by  an   uninterrupted  canal  j 
navigation,  than   they   are    at  present.     But  a  regular  | 
supply  would  be  indispensable  to  induce  the  adapt-i-  j 
tion  of  furnaces  to   a  change  of  fuel.     If  this  means  of 
transportation  were  completed,  the  supply  would  be 
regular,  and  an  article,  alike  indispensable  in  peace  anrf 
war  would  by  the  reduction  of  price  be  rendered  inde- 
pendent of  foreign  competition. 

The  fuel  consumed  by  steamboats,  is  estimated  at 
one  cord  of  wood  per  day,  for  every  twelve  tons  bur- 
then. On  tlie  western  waters  of  the  United  Stales,  in 
the  year  1829,  the  amount  of  tonnage  of  this  descrip- 
tion of  vessels  in  actual  employment,  is  stated  to  be  i 
about  35,000  tons,  and  which  therefore  required  2,917  | 
cords  of  wood  every  24  hours.  If  an  equal  amount  of 
tonnage  in  steam  vessels  exist  on  the  seaboard,  and  the 
waters  in  connection  therewith, and  which  we  will  sup- 
pose to  be  the  case,  estimating  one  ton  of  coal  to  be 
equal  to  nearly  three  cords  of  wood,  the  consumption 
would  amount  to  1,000  tons  per  day,  if  coal  were  used 
in  steamboats  alone — and  this  for  nine  months  in  the 
year  would  .amount  to  270,000  tons!  Very  nearly  equal 
to  three  fourths  of  the  whole  produce  of  the  mines 
carried  to  market  the  last  year. 

The  consumption  of  coal  in  no  one  of  our  cities  is 
universal.  It  is  rarely  used  in  kitchens  even  in  Phila- 
delphia- But  wood  is  a  much  more  expensive  fuel, 
and  will  necessarily  be  superseded  in  use  by  the  cheap- 
er. In  the  city  of  London,  the  amount  of  coal  con- 
sumed in  1828  calculating  30  bushels  to  the  ton,  was 
1,849,200  tons.  The  population  of  that  city  was  then 
about  1,208,000,  the  consumption  therefore  was  more 
than  a  ton  and  a  half  to  an  inhabitant.  The  population 
of  Philadelphia  is  now  about  170,000,  and  at  the  Lon- 
don rate  of  consumption  would  require  255,000  tons, 
more  than  double  the  estimated  consumption  of  the 
present  year. 

We  trust  it  will  not  be  deemed  an  exaggerated  esti- 
mate to  suppose,  that  there  are  a  million  of  population 
along  the  seabo,ard  of  the  several  States,  who  would 
at  this  day  find  it  to  their  advantage  to  burn  coal  in 
preference  to  any  other  fuel,  if  it  could  be  had — and 
that  the  impossibility  of  procuring  a  supply,  alone  pre- 
vents the  consumption  of  a  million  of  tons. 

We  would  ask,  why  it  is  that  the  Councils  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  have  petitioned  Congress  to  abolish 
the  duty  on  coal?  Certainly  not  from  hostility  to  Penn- 
sylvania, but  because  the  enlarged  and  increasing  con- 
sumption requires  a  larger  supply  than  we  have  the 
means  of  furnishing  to  them.  We  should  not  be  sur- 
prised, if  other  cities,  not  interested  in  the  mineral, 
were  to  pursue  a  similar  course.  Let  us  prevent  them 
by  extending  our  means,  and  furnishing  all  they  re- 
quire. 

Besides  the  adv.intages  above  enumerated,  another 
consequence  of  the  opening  the  mines  on  the  branches 
will  be,  to  raise  the  ^alue  of  the  lands  in  all  the  sur- 
rounding country,  by  creating  a  market  for  agricultural 
products,  and  causing  their  settlement  and  improve. 
ment.  Immense  bodies  of  land  in  the  coal  regions,  on 
either  branch,  fit  for  culture,  lie  waste,  in  the  settle- 
ment of  which  the  community  is  deeply  interested. 
Mauch  Chunk  and  Pottsville  consume  a  large  portion 
of  the  surplus  produce  of  the  borders  of  the  Susque- 
hanna; and  if  a  canal  extended  to  tide  water,  should 
give  rise  to  similar  establishments  on  the  branches,  in 
situations  equally  inviting  them,  the  demand  for  the 
produce  of  the  farmer  would  be  doubled,  and  the 
northern  and  western  portions  of  the  State  rapidly  teem 
with  population. 

And  when  we  consider  the  number  of  merchants, 
factors,  clerks  and  agents  of  various  kinds,  that  would 
be  required  in  the  transactions  of  an  extensive  trade  in 


this  single  product  of  our  State,  and  the  encouragement 
given  to  artists,  mechanics  and  manufacturers  in  the 
construction  of  rail  roads,  and  the  various  machinery 
used  in  and  about  the  mines;  it  becomes  almost  im- 
possible to  form  an  estimate  of  the  advantages  that  must 
ultimately,  and  we  trust,  shortly,  result  from  its  en- 
largement to  the  extent  which  its  importance  de- 
mands. 

In  short,  the  minerals  of  Pennsylvania  have  placed 
in  her  power  the  means  of  subsistence  to  a  more  nu- 
merous population,  more  abundant  inducements  to  the 
establishment  of  every  species  of  manufacture,  and  the 
materials  of  a  more  enlarged  commerce  than  exist 
within  the  limits  of  any  territory  of  equal  extent,  on 
this  side  of  tlie  Atlantic.  If  she  will  not  avail  herself  of 
the,=e  advantages,  and  be  content  to  remain  less  than 
the  first  state  in  the  Union,  the  fault  will  be  her  own. 

A  consideration  of  the  preceding  facts  and  argu- 
ments, convinces  your  petitioners,  that  all  the  channels 
of  communication  which  it  may  be  practicable  for  Penn- 
sylvania, to  open  with  the  seaboard,from  the  coal  fields 
within  her  limits,  will  not  be  adequate-to  afford  a  sup- 
ply lor  years  tpcome,  commensurate  with  the  demand, 
and  they  are  not  less  convinced  that  an  extension  of 
the  Pennsylv.ania  canal,  from  Columbia  to  tide  water, 
would,  in  brief  time,  be  the  means  of  doubling  the 
supply  to  be  obtained  from  all  other  quarters.  Wealth 
and  prosperity  would  be  returned  into  the  interior  of  the 
State,  by  the  same  channel  in  exchange  for  a  material, 
which  without  this  medium  of  transportation  to  a  mar- 
ket, must  remain  unproductive  and  useless.  They, 
therefore,  pray  your  honorable  bodies  to  extend  the 
Pennsylvania  canal  from  Columbia  to  the  Maryland  line, 
or  if  that  measure  shall  not  be  deemed  expedient  at  this 
time,  on  the  part  of  the  commonwealth,  then  to  incor- 
porate a  company  to  form  a  canal  of  the  same  dimen- 
sions with  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  to  unite  with  the 
same  at  Columbia,  and  to  be  extended  thence  to  the 
Maryland  line,  reserving  the  right  in  the  common- 
wealth to  purchase  the  same  from  the  stockholders, 
after  thirty  years  from  the  time  it  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, provided  that  not  less  than  the  amount  of  the 
sums  subscribed  and  paid  together  with  six  per  cent. 
interest  tliereon,  per  annum,  shall  be  refunded  to  the 
holders  of  the  stock. 

And  they  will  pray,  &c. 


CHARITY  SCHOOLS. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Ntanagers  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Society  for  the  establishment  and  support  of 
Charily    Schools,  with  the    Annual   Report  of  the 
Treasurer,  January  6,  1835. 
To  the   Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Establishment 

and  Support   of  Charity  Schools,   the   Twenty-fourth 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  is  respectfully 

submitted. 

At  the  period  of  the  last  annual  report,  there  vrere 
510  children  in  the  Schools,  viz:  269  boys,  and  250 
girls.  During  the  present  year,  there  have  been  ad- 
mitted 201  boys,  and  238  girls;  and  162  boys,  and  225 
girls  have  left  the  school.  The  aggregate  number  of 
scholars  at  this  time  is  483,  of  which  230  are  boys,  and 
253  girls.  Of  the  present  condition  of  the  Schools  of 
the  Society,  the  following  statement  furnishes  »  brief 
view,  viz:  In  the  school  for  the  higher  branches.taught 
by  Z.  D.  Brazier,  there  are  45  boys  instructed  in  En- 
glish Grammar,  Geography,  with  the  use  of  maps  and 
globes.  History  of  the  United  States,  and  the  higher 
branches  of  Arithmetic,  including  the  mathematics. — 
In  the  primary  school,  in  charge  of  Joseph  W.  Roberts, 
there  are  135  boys,  all  of  whom  read,  70  write  on  pa- 
per, 116  cypher;  the  more  advanced  scholars  being 
transferred  to  the  high  school,  as  vacancies  occur  in 
that  department. 

In  the  literary  department  of  the  girls  school,  under 
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care  of  Margaret  Bonsall,   there  are  253  pupils;  of  |  bers,  much  good 


to  be  done 


which  number  224  read,  100  write  on  paper,  129  cy 
pher,  and  28  are  learning  geography.  The  sewing 
department,  in  charge  of  Hannah  Smith,  is  composed 
of  about  one  third  of  the  whole  number  of  girls,  taken 
in  rotation  from  the  literary  apartment,  who  are  in- 
structed in  the  various  branches  of  needle  work;  and, 
as  an  evidence  of  the  attention  given  to  this  important 
branch  of  female  education,  it  may  be  stated,  that  du- 
ring the  past  year,  upwards  of  1,100  garments,  and 
other  pieces  of  work,  were  "commenced  and  finish- 
ed," besides  which,  numerous  articles  of  clothing,&c. 
partly  made  by  the  children  at  their  homes,  were  com- 
pleted at  the  school. 

The  Managers  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the 
general  condition  of  the  Schools  exhibits  a  degree  of 
order,   and  an   advancement,    alike  creditable  to  the 


ployment  of  the  funds  committed  to  their  trust. 
By  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
RICHARD  OAKFORU,  Chairman. 
JoHS  B,  Ellison,  Secretary. 
Philadelphia,  Dec.  26,  1834. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 

To  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Establishment  and 
Support  of  Charity  Schools. 

The  Treasurer  respectfully  annexes  his  annual  state- 
ment for  the  past  year. 
Received  from  members,  less   commissions 

for  collecting. 
Interest  received  this  year. 
Rents,  less  Repairs, 


teachers  and  to  the   cliildien  under  their  charge.     No    Ground  Rent,  John  Evans's  Legacy 


branch  of  the  Institution  is  more  worthy  of  remai-k, 
than  the  schools  for  girls.  A  visit  to  these  schools, 
and  to  the  boys'  departments,  cannot  fail  to  be  pecu- 
liarly gr.atifying  to  any  member  of  the  Society. 

The  Library  belong  ng  to  the  Schools  has  been  un- 
der the  cliarge  of  a  standing  committee  of  the  Board. 
In  a  report  just  received  from  that  committee,  it  is 
stated,that  "  by  the  liberal  contributions  of  the  Mana- 
gers and  others,  they  have  been  enabled,  during  the 
past  year,  to  add  t«  the  library  221  volumes,"  which, 
with  the  previous  collection,  makes  the  whole  number 
about  950  volumes,  carefully  selected,  and  well  adapt- 
ed to  the  instruction  and  amusement  of  the  youthful 
readers.  As  to  the  usefulness  of  this  library,  the 
experience  of  twenty  years  leaves  no   question.     The 


Library  Share,  less  yearly  tax. 

Bonds  paid  in. 

Union  Canal  Share, 

Five  copies  Life  of  Christopher  Ludwick, 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  at  last  report, 


Paid  Teachers  and  Expenses,  2,049  27 
Paid  for  Kensington  Properly,  314  50 
Paid  for  Mortgage,  1,500  00 


S161  40 

1,329  36 

520  58 

36  00 

1  00 

1,653  00 

174  56 

1  25 

,         264  25 

Balance  due  the  Society, 


g4,141  30 


3,863  77 
§277  53 


The  Treasurer  in  presenting  his  annual  statement 
committee  remark,  (oii  the  assurance  of  teachers)  "that  ]  I"  the  Society,  informs  them  that  the  Interest  and 
the  anxiety  of  the  cliil  U-en  to  obtain  books  to  read  has  Rents  are  all  collected  (except  twenty  dollars  of  back 
increased,  and  their  depriv.ation  of  them  seeins  to  be  I  rent.)  'fhe  Kensington  property  yet  remains  without 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  severe  punishments."  |  his  having  any  knowledge  of  any  thing  having  been 
Under  authority  of  the  Society,  the   Mdnagers  have  [  received  from  it  the  past  year. 


purchased  a  lot  in  Kensington,  adjacent  to  the  ground  ^ 
whicU  they  previously  owned,  for  the  suin  of  S314  50    ' 
The  Kensii'gton  properly,  .although  hitherto  unproduc-  ! 
live,  will,  it  is  hoped,  in  the  progress  f  f  iniprovetnent 
in  that  district,  ultimately  yield  a  handsome  income.        I 
It  is  already  known  to  many  of  the  members,  that  \ 
Paul  Beck,  junior,  one  of  the  most  benevolent  andpub.  1  trade, 
lie  spirited   citizens  of  Philadelphia,  has  piesented  to    , 
the  Society  a   large  brick  School   House,    with  the  lot    ' 
on  which  it  is  erected,  situated  on  Catharine.near  Sixth    °^  pubhc  industry,  has  always  commanded  the  attention 
street,  in  Moyamensing,  for  the  purposes  ot  gratuitous  I  of  the  editor.     To  this  trade  in  its  various  branches. 


Phii.adL-lphia,  1 

COAL  TRADE. 

All  f;icts  and  statements  connected  with  our  coal 
■  matters  of  great  interest  to  the  public: 
id  the  growth  and  progress  of  this  important  branch 


education. 


out  city  and  state  must  hereafter  look  for  the  full  di: 


A  deed  for  the  property  has  been  executed  and  put    „■  .,    c  .       ,  ■        ,        .-l, 

record,  and  thJ  pol.cy  of  in-urance  on  the  building  j  ^'^^  "^  ''"''  ^''^'  ^"'^  mexhaustible  resources.     We  re- 

fer  our  readers  to  the  following  authentic  statements 
rendered  to  our  Legisl.iture  by  two  of  the  Coal  Com- 
panies, handed  to  us  for  publication,  by  a  subscriber, 
with  a  promise  that  he  will  add  in  our  next,  that  of 
the  Lycoming  Coal  Company — all  reported  in  com- 
pliance with  their  acts  of  Incorporation. 


on 

has  by  the  donor,  been  transferred  to  the  Society — 
The  funds  of  the  Institution  being  insufficient  at  jire- 
sent  to  maintain  any  other  schools  than  those  tliey  now 
have  in  operation,  the  Managers  are  taking  such  mea- 
sures as  will,  they  trust,  render  the  property  produc- 
tive, until  such  addition  to  their  funds  is  obtained,  as 
will  enable  them  to  support  a  school  therein. 

The  Managers  d  em  it  due  to  the  memory  of  an  old 
and  worthy  associate.to  record  in  their  report  the  name  I  ,.  •  ,      ,       .         ,  .         , 

of  the  late  John  G.  Simmons,  who  died  in  the  last  sum-  !  I"  comphance  with   the  Acts   Iiicorporatmg  the  Dela 
ligent  and  useful  member  of  the 


mer,  having  been 

Board  for  twenty  three  years 

The  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Establishment  and 
Support  of  Charity  Schools,  was  the  first  Institution 
incorporated  by  law,  for  the  sole  object  of  educating, 
gratis,  children  of  the  poor,  in  the  City  and  Liberties, 
"  without  regard  to  the  country  or  religion  of  their 
parents  or  friends."  Under  the  kind  providence  of 
Him  "  whose  heritage  children  are,"  its  afFairs  have 
thus  far  prospered,  and  more  than  10,000  pupils  have 
partaken  of  the  benefit  of  its  Schools. 

Extensive  public  provision  being  now  made  for  the 

free  instruction  of  indigent  youth,   this   Society  has  of 

course,  lost  its  novelty.  The  field  of  labour  is, however, 

still  so  ample, that  bv  the  care  and  attention  of  its  mera- 

VoL.  XV.  14 


ware  Coal  Company,  the  following  statements  are 
pre-ented  to  the  Legislature,  "  showing  the  amount 
of  their  Capital  actually  paid  into  the  funds  of  the 
Company,  the  sums  expended,  and  the  profits  within 
the  year,  and  the  amount  of  Dividends  declared 
within  each  year." 
Statement  of  the  Business  of  the  Delaware  Coal  Compa- 
ny, from  November  30,  1833,  to  November  29,  1834. 


To 
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tity,  3,237  tons,  valued 
^3  50  per  ton,  gl  1,329  50 

To  35  Canal  boats,  at  valua- 
tion Nov.  30,  1833,  9,728  16 
Personal  property  per  in- 
ventory and  valuation, 
November  30,  1833,  in 
Schuylkill  county  and 
Pliiladelpliia,  viz.  rail 
road  and  mine  wagons, 
horses,  mules,  iron, lum- 
ber, mining  tools,£cc.     12,338  75 

Mining  and  hauling  Coal 
to  Mount  Carbon,  25,- 
221  tons,  10  cwt.  20,866  61 

Rail  road  tolls  on  ditto,  to 

Mount  Carbon,  3,301  20 

Canal  tolls  and  freight  on 
ditto,  from  thence  to 
Philadelphia,  50,248  14 

Wharf  and  contingent  ex- 
penses, taxes,  salaries, 
personal  property  pur- 
chased, and  improve- 
ments made  in  Schuyl- 
kill county,  deducting 
rents  receivedjbalance,    3,963  14 

Wharf  and  office  rent,saIaries,labour, 
hauling  coal,  contingent  expenses, 
and  personal  property  purchased 
in  Philadelphia,  &c.  &c. 

Balance  of  interest  account  and  dis- 
counts, 

Balance  carried  to  credit  of  profit  and 


,259  73 
,708  71 
1,093  94 


gl,'55,837  88 

By    Retail  and  cargo  sales  and  shipment 

of  2.5,999  tons  2  cwt.  2  qrs.  of  coal,  §126,292  32 

By  coal  on  hand  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  on  its  way 
down  the  canal  Nov. 
29,  1834,  (toll  and 
freight  charged)  esti- 
mated quantities,  2,413 
tons  valued  at  §3  50 
per  ton,  g8,445  50 

35  Canal  boats  per  in- 
ventory and  valuation,     9,178  45 

Personal  property  per  in- 
ventory and  valuation, 
November  29,  1834,  in 
Schuylkill  county  and 
Philadelphia,  viz.  rail 
road  and  mine  wagons, 
horses,mules,iron,  lum- 
ber, mining  tools,  &c.   11,921  61 

29.545  56 


General  Statement  oj  the  affairs  of  the  Delaware  Coal 
Company,  November  29,  1834. 
Dr. 
To   Capital  Stock  actually  paid  in — 

1,001  shares  at  $50      §50,050  00 
3,999      do         §25         99,975  00 

§150,025  00 

5,000 
Loan,  certificates  and  bahnces  in  fa- 
vour of  sundry  persons,  95,392  88 
Profit  and  Loss,  balance 
per  statement  Novem- 
ber 30,  1833,                128,315  36 


Add  credits  to  profits 
and  loss,  from  Novem- 
ber SO,  1833,  to  Nov. 
29,  1834,  911  31 

29,226  67 

deduct  paid  dividend  de- 
clared January  1834, 
six  per  cent,  on 
§149,750,  8,985 

do.  do.  July  do.  3,985 

"  state  tax  8  per  ct. 
on  §17,970,  (di- 
vidends) 1,437  60 

19,407  60 

9,819  07 
Profit  and  loss,  balance 
per   statement  of   the 
business  of  the  compa- 
ny from  November  30, 

1833,  to  November  29, 

1834,  28,093  94 


Deduct  placed  to  cre- 
dit of  "  Reserve 
Fund,"  13,608  60 

'  Reserve  Fund"  for  coal    mined, 
64,043  tons,  at  20  cents. 


Cr. 
By   Real  Estate  per  account  of  Novem- 
ber 30,  1833,  §180,533  27 

Cash  balances  at  Philadel- 
phia and  Mount  Carbon,    5,45192 

Coal  on  hand  in  Philadel- 
phia and  on  its  way 
down  the  canal,  Nov. 
29,  1834,  (toll  and 
freight  charged,)  esti- 
mated quantity,  2,413 
tons,  at  §3  50  per  ton,      8,445  50 

35  Canal  boats  per  inven- 
tory and  valuation,  9, 178  45 

Personal  property  Schuyl. 
kill  county  and  Phila-' 
delphia,  viz.  rail  road, 
mine  wagons,  horses, 
mules,  iron,  lumber, 
mining  tools,  &c.  &c. 
as  per  inventory  and 
v.iluation,  November 
29,  1834, 


11,921  61 


Balance  of  sales  and  shipments  and 
accounts  in  favour  of  the  Company, 


Profits  and  Loss,balance  Nov.29,  1834,    $24,304  41 


CiTT  OF  PHiiiDEtPBiA,  S.  S.  Personally  appeared 
before  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  said 
city,  John  V/hite,  President  of  the  Delaware  Coal  Com- 
pany, who  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say  that 
the  above  statement  of  the  Business  of  the  Delaware 
Coal  Company,  from  the  30  November,  1833,  to  Nov. 
29,  1834,  and  the  General  Statement  of  the  Affairs  of 
the  Delaware  Coal  Company,  November  29,  1834,  ex- 
hibit ajust  and  true  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  said 
Company,  as  ihey  stood  on  its  books  on  tlie  29th  No- 
vember, 1834.  JOHN  WHITE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  day  of 
January,  A.  D.  1835.  J.  BURDEN,  Alderman. 
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The  North  American  Coal  Company,  respectfuliy  bee;  leave  to  present  to  the  Legislature  the  following  statements  in 
compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  this  Commonwealth,  entitled  "  .-?«  Jet  to  incorporate  the 
Conneautlee  Library  Company  in  the  county  of  Erie,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  the  Met  entitled  an  Act  to  incor- 
porate the  Lycoming  C.ial  Company. 


No. 


1.  The  Capitol  Stock, 
Except, 


10,000  shares  at  §25  per  share, 
282  shares  equal  to 


g250,000 

r,05o 


Giving',  9,riS  shares  issued  equal  to  $242,950  all  of  which  have  been  paid 

in,  or  the  Stock  at  par  value  in  payment  for  the  coal  Lands,  now  held,  and  worked  by  the  Company. 

The  Expenditure  at  Pottsville  during  the  year  ending 
the  31st  December,  1S34,  in  the  mining  apparatus 
have  been  §41,521  64  viz:  Paid  miners,         822,344  62 

Canal  toll,  18,877  25 


Taxes  on  their  Coal  Lands, 


S4i,22i  sr 

299  77 


The  Company  have  mined  and  brought  down  19,861 
tons,  which  cost  on  board  the  Boats  at  the 
mines, 

The  Company's  Expenditure  at  Philadelphia,  for  the 
year  ending  the  31st  December,  1834,  have  been, 
viz:  Freight  paid  on  their  own  hired  boats. 

Wharf  charges. 

Interest  on  Loans  on  notes  received  for  coal,  and  dis- 
counted. 

Rent  of  the  wharf  and  office. 

Salaries  to  the  officers. 


5,488  05 
2,000  00 
2,604  00 


The  sales  and  the  shipments  during   the  year  ending 

31st  December,  1834,  have  been 
There  remains  on  the  wharf  of  the  Company, 


From  the  sales  deduct  cost  above. 
Leaves  a  profit  to  the  Company  of 


1,378  32 


The  losses  sustained  this  year  have  been  gl,571  71. 

The  Company  at  this  date,  31st  December,  1834,  have  not  declared  a  dividend, 

N.  B.  A  dividend  of  4  per  cent,  or  gl  per  share  on  the  business  of  the  Company  for  the  last  year,  was 
declared  on  13th  January,  inst. 

T.   M.   B. 
CiTT  OP  PmLinELPUii.,  S.  S. 

This  27tb  day  of  January,1835,  before  me  the  subscriber,one  of  the  Aldermen  of  the  said  city,  personally 
appeared  T.  M.  Bryan,  President  of  the  North  American  Coal  Company,  wlio  upon  his  oath  de- 
clared that  the  foregoing  statements,  No.  1,  2,  and  3,  are  a  true  abstract  from  the  books  of  the  said 
Company. 

T.  M.  BRYAN,  PrestN.  A.  Coal  Company. 


From  the  Pittsburg  Gazette. 
SERGEANT  TROTTER. 
ifr.  Craig:— 

In  my  travels  to  the  city,  a  few  days  ago,  my  atten- 
tion was  arrested  by  a  group  of  persons  assembled  near 
the  excavation,  in  the  Northern  Liberties.     Upon  ' 


quinng  i 


the  cause  of  the  crowd,    I  discovered  the 


subject  to  be  that  of  three  coffins,  which  presented  their 
ends,  and  appeared  perfectly  sound.  It  became  a  mat- 
ter of  some  curiosity  and  idle  speculations  to  all;  and 
many  were  the  conjectures  formed  as  to  whom  these 
relics  appertained;  until  a  learned  drayman,  (probably 
some  antiquarian,)  relieved  the  suspense  of  tlie  multi- 
tude, by  declaring  it  the  coffin  of  Sergeant  Trotter. — 
As  there  were  three  graves,  and  at  some  distance  from 
any  cemetery,  the  mystery  was  not  entirely  unveiled. 
Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  inform  us  who  this  Ser- 
geant Trotter  was.'  What  caused  his  execution?  and 
whether  this  spot  of  ground  was  formerly  a  place  of  ex- 


ecution (30  yards  S.  E.  of  Brunot's  factory.)  Know- 
ing  you  to  be  an  old  residenter  of  the  place,  you  can, 
if  you  please,  throw  some  light  upon  this  subject,  and 
oblige  A  STRANGER. 

Lawrenceville,  Sep.  6. 

The  above  note  was  received  on  the  day  after  its 
date,  but  we  were  not  then  able  to  reply  to  it.  AVe 
are,  it  is  true,  as  the  note  states,  a  pretty  "old  resident- 
er of  the  place,"  but  our  recollection  does  not  go  dis- 
tinctly back  to  the  execution  of  poor  Trotter.— We  did 
recollect  that  he  was  executed,  while  General  Wayne 
lay  here,  for  desertion;  we  recollect,  also,  that  great 
exertions  were  made  to  save  him;  it  was  alleged  that 
he  had  been  entrapped  into  the  service.  The  army  was 
about  entering  on  very  arduous  service,  and  the 
General  deemed  it  necessary  to  steel  his  heart  against 
all  intercession,  and  to  permit  the  execution  to  take 
place. 
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A  few  days  ago,  a  friend,  some  years  older  Hi  an  we 
are,  happened  lo  see  this  note,  and  at  once  recollected 
that  he  had  witnessed  the  execution  of  three  soldiers, 
at  the  very  spot  where  the  coffins  were  found. — Our 
friend  docs  not  recollect  eithtr  ilie  names  or  the  of- 
fence of  the  sufferers.  He  also  states  that  Sergeant 
Trotter  was  executed  nearly  in  front  of  Lightcap's 
tavern,  in  Liberty  street. 

Wayne's  army  was  at  that  time  encamped  on  the 
beautiful  plain  on  the  southeast  side  of  Liberty  street, 
and  extending  from  where  the  Episcopal  Church  now 
stands,  up  towards  the  canal. 


TOWN  MEETING. 


At  a  town  meeting  convened  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
9th  of  February,  1835,  at  the  District  Court  Room,  pur- 
suant to  the  following  notice, 

"The  citizens  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
are  requested  to  meet  at  the  District  Court  Room,  this 
day,  the  9lh  inst.  at  4  o'clock,  to  recommend  to  the 
County  Commissioners  and  City  Councils  the  adoption 
of  such  measures  as  may  justify  the  Legislature  in  the 
choice  ot  Philadelphia,  as  the  future  seat  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  State:" 

GEN.  ROBERT  PATTERSON,  was  appointed 
Chairman,  and  John  Thompson,  Matthew  New  kirk, 
Joseph  Worrell  and  Elijah  Dallet,  VicePresiilents,  and 
Jacob  Souder  and  James  C.  Biddle,  Secretaries. 

Mr.  George  M.  Dallas  opened  the  meeting,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  by 
acclamation, 

Whe-.eas,  the  expediency  of  transferring  the  seat  of 
Government  has  become  a  subject  of  reflection  and  dis- 
cussion in  the  Legislature  oi  this  State,  and  it  is  not  im- 
probabli  that  the  Representatives  of  the  People  may 
ultima;ely,detcrniine  in  favor  of  a  change; — and  where- 
as, w'.'.hcut  entertaining  towards  cup  lellow  citizens  of 
Harricburg  any  but  the  most  cordial  sentiments  of  res- 
pect, ind  the  warmest  wishes  for  their  social  prosperity, 
•we  way  convey  to  the  General  Assembly,  the  public 
officerG  and  agents,  the  hospitable  invitation  of  the  in- 
babit.^.nt;  of  Philadeiphia; — and  whereas,  in  relation  to 
•  topic  EO  recently  submitted  for  consideration,  the 
sense  r^  this  meeting  may  bo  accepted  by  the  councils 
of  our  city  and  the  Commissioners  of  our  county,  as 
justly  and  impressively  indicating  the  general,  if  not 
universal  desire  and  judgment: — 

Uesolved,  That  in  case  it  shall  be  deemsd  by  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth; 
wise  i;nd  expedient  to  remove  the  Seat  of  this  Govern- 
ment from  the  present  capitol,  the  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, no'7  convened  in  town  meeting,  tender  to  all  the 
departments  of  that  Government,  Executive,  Legisla- 
tive and  Judicial,  whom  that  removal  would  embrace, 
a  frank  invitation  to  this  place — with  an  assurance  that, 
in  returning  to  the  Home  of  the  Founder,  and  the  Hall 
of  Independence,  they  will  be  greeted  by  the  papula- 
tion of  the  entire  district,  with  sincere  and  affectionate 
welcome. 

Reralvcd,  That  this  meeting  earnestly  and  respect- 
fully invohc  the  Councils  of  the  City  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  tl.s  county  to  mature  and  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  may  .strongly  manifest  the  ardent  hopes,  and  the 
liberal  dispositions  of  their  constituents  on  this  interest- 
ing subject. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  meeting  the 
citizens  of  the  city  of  Philade  Iphia'would  approve  with 
cordiality  and  pride,  an  appropriation  of  any  one  of  their 
public  square.'- to  the  accommodation  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  erection  of  buildings  thereon,  in  all  respects 
adapted  to  the  sessions  ot  the  General  Assembly,  and 
the  Departments  ofOfficialbusiness.and  the  assumption 
by  this  city  and  county,  in  relief  of  the  treasury  of  the 
Slate,  of  all  the  expense  necessarily  incident  to  trans- 
ferring and  establishing  the  Seat  of  Government  here. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Dallas,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
President  of  the  meeting  cause  a  copy  ot  the  proceed- 
ings to  be  furnished  to  the  Select  and  Common  Coun- 
cils of  the  City,  and  to  the  County  Commissioners. 

On  motion  of  15.  Chew,  Jr.  the  proceedings  were  or- 
I'ered  to  be  published  in  all  the  newspapers. 

ROBERT  PATTERSON,  President. 
Jous  TnojipsoN,         ■^1 

EL^™IU^LtiTT',"'''  l   ^""=^  Presidents. 
Joseph  WoiinKLi,       J 
James  C.  Biddle,    7    c.,- 
Jacob  Sunder,  $    ^'"''''^^"^'- 

Similar  meetings  have  been  held  in  Germantown  and 
Lancaster. 


DRY  GOODS  DEALERS. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives— in  Con- 
gress assembled: — 

The  undersigned,  in  conformity  with  instructions 
from  the  Importers,  Auctioneers,' Commission  Mer- 
chants and  Traders  engaged  in  the  Dry  Goods  business 
in  Phd;;delpliia,  after  repeated  meetings,  regularly  con- 
vened for  the  consideration  of  the  subject  set  forth  in 
this  Memorial,  respectfully  solicit  the  early  attention  of 
your  lionorable  bodies  to  the  enactment  of  suitable  re- 
gulations to  establish  a  Standard  of  Weights  and  Mea- 
sures throughout  the  Union,  and  uniform  modes  of  ap- 
plying and  conforming  to  the  same. 

Your  Memori.alists  are  induced  to  come  before  you 
under  a  conviction,  from  experience,  that  speedy  legis- 
lation is  necessary  on  this  subject,  as  well  for  the  due 
fulfilment  of  the  ex'stinglaws,  as  for  the  advancement 
of  the  moral  we!fi.re  and  widely  eStending  commercial 
interests  of  our  citizens  in  all  parts  of  the  Country. 

The  various  regulations  and  customs  existing  in  the 
several  States  of  the  Union,  uncontrolled  by  any  settled 
and  uniform  N;itional  Standard,  whereby  irregularity 
in  weights  and  measures  might  be  checked,  are  neces- 
sarily productive  of  much  inconvenience  to  the  whole 
trading  community,  owing  to  the  different  and  flurtuat- 
ing  modes' of  measurement  and  weight  in  different 
places  and  at  different  times.  AVhat  is  measure  in  one 
place,  and  on  one  side  of  a  river,  may  not  be  such,  and 
often  is  not,  in  another,  on  the  opposite  side.  Not 
only  the  standards  of  weight  and  me.asure  are  thus  at 
variance,  but  the  modes  of  administering  and  conform- 
ing to  them  vary  still  more,  and  until  the  National  Le- 
gislature shall  adopt  and  enforce  the  necessary  laws  to 
equalize  and  define  a  standard  which  may  be  uniform 
and  permanent  in  its  operation,  your  Memorialists  see 
no  end  to  the  existing  evils,  but 'deprecate  the  conse- 
quences as  promotive  of  those  corrupt  tendencies  which 
are  at  variance  with  the  principles  of  justice  and  lead 
insensibly  to  fraud. 

Laws  recently  enacted  by  Congress  establishing  the 
-standard  value  of  the  currency,  appear  to  your  Memo- 
rialists to  be  wholly  incomplete  in  their  op'eration,  un- 
less similar  regu'ations  be  established  for  defining  and 
enforcing  the  modes  of  measuring  those  articles  in  trade, 
of  the  value  of  which  the  currrency  is  only  the  repre- 
sentative. In  the  present  unsettled  state,  buyer  and 
seller  have  frequently  to  negotiate,  first,  what  shall  be 
weight  and  measure;  goods  transported  from  one  State 
lo  another  have  constantly  to  be  re-weighed,  reguaged 
or  measured  anew,  and  discrepancies  and  misconstruc- 
tions v.aryingfrom  what  was  intended,  are  perpetually 
occurring  to  engender  collisions  highly  detrimental  to 
the  interest  of  trade  and  dishonourable  to  our  national 
character. 

With  these  practical  views  of  the  subject,  which  your 
Memorialists  are  constrained  to  present  lo'vour  notice, 
and  without  attempting  further  to  particularize  the  evils 
under  which  our  citizens  have  long  labored  from  the 
want   of  an  established  standard  for  regulating  these 
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paramount  concerns  of  commercial  intercourse,  the  un- 
dersigned, on  behalf  of  their  constituents,  earnestly  and 
respecldilly  request  of  your  honourable  bodies,  such 
immediate  legislation  thereon,  as  in  your  wisdom  may 
appear  expedient. 

JOHN  A.  BROWN,  Cluirman. 
Datid  S.   Baowjf,   Secretary. 

Of  the  meeting  of  the   Importers,   Aucliuneers,   and 
Commission  Mercliants  of  Philadelphia. 

MATTHEW  NEWKIKK,   Chairman. 


Of  the  meetings  of  the  Merchants,  Traders,  and  Dry 
Good  Dealers  of  Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia,  Jan.  24,  1835. 


From  an  account  tept  by  Henry  F.  R.  V.  MolUvitz, 
keeper  ol  the  North  Mountain  Gate,  leading  fiom 
Loudon  to  M'Connellsburg,  on  the  Chambersburgand 
Bedford  Turnpike,  it  appears  that  from  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1S34,  to  tlie  31st  day  of  December,  1834, 
there  passed  through  said  gate 


Broad  wheeled  wagons, 

6359—37,664  horses. 

Narrow     do.         do. 

374—  1,483 

do. 

Single  horse,         do. 

1213—  1,245 

do. 

Two  horse,             do. 

779—  1,557 

do. 

Carriages, 

107—      214 

do. 

Gigs, 

153—      153 

do. 

Sleighs, 

12—        14 

do. 

Riding  horses. 

2,817 

Heads  of  cattle. 

6,475 

Heads  of  sheep. 

2,S50 

Heads  ol  Hogs, 

40 

otal   number  of  Broad  anc 

narrow  wheeled 

transportation  wagons, 

6,73 

Total  number  of  horses. 

45,14 

Franl^Kn 

liepos. 

BROWNSVILLE  CON^■ENTION. 

The  Committee  upon  the  Mineral,  Agricultural,  and 
Manufactured  products  of  the  Monongahela  region, 
reported  as  follows: 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  submit  to 
this  Convention  a  statement  of  the  manufactures  and 
other  business  of  the  section  of  country  interested  in 
the  contemplated  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Monongahela  river,  present,  as  the  result  of  their  labors, 
the  annexed  statement: 

The  very  limited  lime  allowed  your  committee  fur 
the  discharge  of  this  duly,  has  not  enabled  them  to  do 
full  justice  to  the  subject.  They  have  avoided  making 
any  statements  whicli  are  not  confirmed  either  by  the 
knowledge  of  Delegates  present,  or  supported  by 
authentic  data;  it  is  their  belief,  therefore,  that  any  im'- 
perfections  in  this  report  exist  in  undervaluing  rather 
than  overrating  the  manufacturing  and  other  interests  of 
the  Monongahela  region. 

On  reference  to  the  Statement  annexed,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  manufactures  of  flour  and  other  graii 
iron  and  nails,  paper,  glass,  salt,  wool,  cotton  and 
lumber— the  growing  of  wool,  the  building  of  steam 
engines,  steam,  keel,  canal,  and  flat  boats,  amount  an- 
nually to  the  sum  of  two  millions  two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thousand  four  hundred  dollars. 

This  statement  may  appear  exaggerated,  even  to 
this  convention,  although  composed  of  individuals  resid- 
ing at  various  points  of  the  district  which  we  are  consid- 
ering. We  can  readily  imagine  that  very  few  are  pre- 
pared to  expect  this  result  of  our  inquiries — we  invite, 
however,  a  close  scrutiny  of  the  report,  convinced  that 
a  more  deliberate  and  extended  inquiry  into  the  subject 
will  only  make  more  apparent  the  vast  importance  of  the 


proposed  improvement,   not  only  to  the  Monongahela 
region,  bnt  to  the  west  and  south-west  at  large. 

When  it  is  cons'dered  that  a  business  so  extensive 
has  been  created  and  continues  to  exist,  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  a  precarious  river  navigation  for  indis- 
pens;ible  supplies,  and  a  market  for  its  products,  it  is 
obvious  that  the  natural  advantages  of  the  country  are 
incalculably  great.  Nature  has  indeed  munificently 
endowed  the  Monongahela  reg>n.  Our  inquiries  ex- 
tend from  Clarksburg,  Haniton  county,  Vir.i;inia,  over 
those  portions  of  the  various  counties  on  the  river  to  the 
environs  of  Pittsburg,  which,  on  the  completion  of  the 
proposed  improvement,  would  employ  tonnage  on  the 
river — and  througho'jt  this  district  the  climate  is  salu- 
brious, the  soil,  for  the  most  part,  fertile,  and  in  every 
direction  are  to  be  found  inextiaustible  mines  of  bitu- 
minous coal,  few  of  which  have  yet  been  opened  or 
wrought  to  any  considerable  extent,  and,  in  many 
cases  this  coal  is  found  closely  adjacent  to  beds  of  iron 
ore.  AVe  cannot  affix  a  limit  beyond  which  the  im- 
portance of  the  manufacturing  and  agricultural  interests 
of  this  region  may  not  extend  its  growth,  after  the  con- 
templated improvement  of  the  river  shall  have  secured 
to  these  interests  the  facilities  of  transportation  which 
alone  are  required  to  develope  fully  and  bring  into 
active  employment  the  boundless  resources  of  the 
country. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  very  plain  that  the  business 
of  manufacturing  has  already  begun  to  languish  in  this 
section;  and,  if  not  yet  diminished,  it  is  clear  that  this 
interest  c:innot  continue  to  flourish  under  present  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  manufacturer  may  deposit  his  bloom.s,  or  pig 
iron,  or  flour,  or  glass,  upon  the  shore;  the  contractor 
may  finish  the  buildin.g  of  his  boat — up  to  that  point, 
coiiipeting  successfully  with  those  located  on  more  na- 
vigable waters;  and  yet  the  fruits  of  his  toil  may  be, 
month  after  month,  awaiting  the  uncertain  rise  of 
water,  until  contracts  are  violated,  and  be  is  thrown 
unseasonably,  upon  the  chances  of  a  market  already 
chiefly  supplied. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Howard,  communicated  to  Gon- 
gress  in  April  last,  proves  that  the  improvement  in  the 
navigation  of  this  river,  from  Pittsburg  to  Brownsville, 
may  be  effected  at  a  cost  considerably  short  of  a  quarter 
of  a  million  of  dollars.  A  similar  sum,  it  is  believed, 
would  continue  the  work  as  high  as  Harrison  Co.,  Va. 
The  whole  sum  required,  then,  to  complete  this  im- 
portant improvement  would  be  less  than  a  half  million 
ofdollars. 

Your  committee  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  great  be- 
nefiis  which  this  moderate  expenditure  ot  public  money 
promises  to  dispense  far  and  wide,  will  insure  its  appro- 
priation. 

Slalement. 


Merchant  flour  mills, 

270  flour. 

S405,000 

do.       do.  ste.im, 

30     do. 

267,800 

Steam  saw  mills. 

32  lumber, 

57,600 

Water       do. 

272    do. 

81,000 

Paper  mill, 

8  paper, 

190,000 

Salt  works. 

7  salt. 

30,000 

Woolen  factories. 

4 

95,000 

Colt.m         do. 

2 

40,000 

Rolling  mills, 

2 

37,000 

Green  glass  works, 

12 

175,000 

Vial         do.     do. 

2 

40,000 

Blast  furnaces. 

12  500  tons  each. 

100,000 

Forges, 

7 

78,750 

Air  furnaces. 

4 

64,000 

Nails, 

1 

8,250 

Engines, 

2 

r  50,000 

Tonnage  20  st.   boats. 

3,000  Ions,  a  S70 

<  200,000 

Do.  keels,  flats,  and  canal  boats. 

(_  40,000 

Coal, 

60,000 

Wool,  grown. 

200,000 
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A  STATEMENT, 

Exhibiting  the  number  of  Commilments  received  at  the 
Jail  of  the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia, 

(AiicH  Street,) 

For  the  years  1833  and  1834,  the  Offences,  Sexes,  &c. 

183^ 
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-  0 

- 

-  n 
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-lis 
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2 
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I| 

S 

0  n' 

Number 

Number 

•^? 

5-g 

of 
Males. 

of 
Females. 

1 

3 

■3  "^ 

i|. 

cr 

■1 

O 

if 

3  3 

C3 

? 
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S 

X 

I"! 

1-^ 

d- 

? 

1 

=  n 

S5 

■0 

3 

s 

'1 

e 

0 

^ 

^ 

1 

3 

1 

?r 

s 

S 

F 

"c 

.? 

" 

ri 

3. 

1 

J 

Jan. 

53 

46 

44 

99 

123 

56 

21 

42 

?42 

Feb. 

77 

68 

5(1 

66 

150 

45 

29 

.37 

061 

March, 

49 

66 

67 

62 

120 

60 

21 

43 

244 

April, 

54 

118 

78 

113 

186 

72 

48 

57 

363 

May, 

4'J 

121 

90 

121 

201 

58 

49 

66 

374 

June, 

63 

118 

99 

134 

201 

75 

66 

72 

414 

July. 

64 

154 

87 

125 

224 

63 

56 

87 

430 

Au^. 

54 

138 

106 

170 

233 

70 

66 

99 

468 

Sept. 

79 

118 

67 

126 

211 

61 

45 

73 

390 

Oct. 

87 

118 

47 

60 

172 

72 

33 

,35 

312 

Nov. 

74 

97 

82 

94 

192 

61 

39 

55 

347 

Dec. 

62 

95 

63 

76 

154 

64 

37 

41 

296 

Total, 

758 

1257 

880 

1246 

167 

757 

510 

707 

4141 

From  the  Village  Record. 
WEIGHT  OF  CATTLE. 

We  have  been  furnished  with  the  following  list  of 
the  weights  of  Cattle,  by  a  gentleman  who  takes  an 
interest'  in  agricultural  improvements.  The  Cattle 
published  in  the  last  Recokd,  were  acknowledged  by 
all  who  examined  them,  to  be  very  fine;  but  judging 
,  from  the  weights  of  the  following,  from  old  Keniiett 
i  and  the  adjacent  townships,  we  are  inclined  to  think 
them  more  of  the  Crocket  species— for  they  "go 
ahead!"  On  the  7th  January,  we  published  an  account 
of  six  cattle,  raised  by  Enocli  Dixon,  of  Kennett,  the 
heaviest  of  which  weighed  2562  pounds.  What  say  our 
Brandywine  farmers  to  these  things' 

Live  weight  of  a  part  of  the  Cattle  weighed  on  the 
platform  hay-scales  at  Kennett  Square,  Chester 
county,  from  the  25th  of  December  to  the  1st  of  Feb. 


Waller,  Kennett, 


Jan. 

Feb. 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

Aug 

Sep. 

Oct. 


Potal, 


91 

99 

64 

111 

58 

66 

60 

97 

72 

129 

76 

104 

88 

189 

67 

252 

91 

99 

69 

81 

105|     77 
97|     67 


93811371 


Tot 

1826  719;  652 

1827  827 

1828  775.  99 
642  699 
791  1102 
8161187 
697  1135 
758' 1257 


1829 
1830 
1831 
1832 


1834. 

60 

48 

156,  60 

30   521 

76 

59 

142 

64 

51 

53 

42 

98 

141 

48 

35 

40 

77 

116 

155 

88 

40 

125 

132 

225 

96 

46 

91 

79 

150 

186 

81 

50 

92 

114 

204 

274 

126 

71 

124 

111 

179 

318 

104 

HI 

1(,6 

73 

168 

90 

50 

60 

51 

146 

175 

62 

56 

54 

49 

148 

176 

79 

52 

72 

57 

109 

156 

89 

46 

39 

914 

1557 

2335 

987 

608 

850 

948 

1145 

1646 

561 

688 

56Q 

868 

1369 1995 

687 

704 

^W 

780 

15272037 

690 

7fir 

586 

730 

946 1490 

510 

516 

501 

60i: 

1431  1872 

758 

618 

684 

752 

1751 221s 

850 

686 

752 

954 

1719  2287 

820 

669 

739 

880 

1246 

2167 

757 

510 

707 

William  Sinclair,  Kennelt, 

Francis  Seal,  New  Garden, 

Robert  Pool,  M-ill  Creek  Hundred, 
Delaware, 

John  Dixon,  Kennett, 

Michael  Gregg,  Kennett, 

John  Philips,  Kennett, 

James  McFadgeon,  Kennett, 

George  Mansel,  Kennett, 

Peter  Plankinton,  Kennett, 

Isaac  Walton,  New  Garden, 

Moses  Pennock,  East  Marlborough, 

David  Brown,  New  Garden, 

Joel  Pennock,  West  Marlborough, 


Jesse  Pusey.  East  Marlborough, 


Cyrus  Chambers,  Kennett, 

Marshall  Scarlet,  Kennett, 

We  were  boasting  a  little  of  the  foregoing  ' 
as  one  of  our  Brandywine  neighbors  stepped  i 
af'er  looking  over  the  statement,  handed  us  the  follow- 
ing account  of  two  cattle  weighed  on  the  West  Chester 
scales,  on  Saturday  last,  and  raised  by  Anthony  Taylor, 
of  East  Bradford. 

1st  O.x,  2430 

2d     do.  2045 


One  ox. 

1518 

do. 

1911 

do. 

2212 

do. 

2159 

do. 

2100 

do. 

1803 

do. 

1841 

do. 

1806 

do. 

1785 

do. 

1764 

do. 

1792 

do. 

1638 

do. 

1870 

do. 

1771 

do. 

1953 

do. 

1784 

do. 

1729 

do. 

1638 

do. 

1722 

do. 

1704 

do. 

2065 

do. 

1741 

do. 

2016 

do. 

1877 

do. 

1921 

do. 

1725 

do. 

2324 

do. 

2298 

do. 

2303 

do. 

2055 

do. 

1820 

do. 

1768 

do. 

2086 

do. 

2002 

do. 

1855 

do. 

1778 

do.  I 
do.   1 

3531 

do. 

1761 

do. 

1700 

regoingw 

eights, 

tepped  m 

who. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Acting  Committee  of  the 
Philadelphia  Society  for  alleviating  the  miseries  of 
Public  Prisons. 

JAMES  J.  BARCLAY. 


COLUMBIA. 

As  an  instance  of  the  increased  value  given  to  prop- 
erty in  this  borough  by  the  completion  of  the  public 
works,  we  mention:  that  that  part  of  "Old  Columbia," 
known  by  the  name  of  "Public  Ground,"  has  recently 
been  leased  for  five  years,  for  $2035  per  annum— or 
gl0,l75  for  the  whole  term.  Last  vear  the  same  pro- 
perty rented  for  about  g700.— Co.  Spy. 


1835.] 


INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 


Ill 


From  Poulsona  An 


Daily  Advertiser,  of  29ih  Dec.  lasi. 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

I  observe  in  your  paper  of  26th  December,  instant, 
that  "  Mifflin"  is  very  properly  calling'  the  attention  of 
the  members  of  our  legislature,  to  the  vast  importance 
of  rail  roads;  for  vast  it  is,  when  the  public  have  spent 
more  than  $22,000,000  in  canals  and  rail  roads,  and 
companies  and  individuals  perhaps  as  much  more,  in 
our  single  state. 

He  gives  the  very  extraordinary  fact,  of  one  locomo- 
tive called  "The  Arabian"  running  between  Baltimore 
and  the  Inclined  Plane,  for  fifty  days,  a  distance  of  82 
miles,  daily,  with  the  Frederick  train  of  passenger 
cars,  making  4000  miles  without  repair,  and  that  the 
expense  of  the  locomotive  was  §13  25  per  day,  a  very 
extraordinary  performance  indeed,  and  fully  justifies 
the  favorable  opinion  the  Baltimore  public  have  long 
enterta'med,  of  the  ability  and  performances  of  the  offi 
cers  of  the  railroad  Company  that  they  will  do  all  that 
can  be  done,  to  make  their  rail  road  to  the  west  beat 
our  Pennsylvania  Canals. 

Suppose  that  in  the  place  of  the  passengers  mention- 
ed, which  would  have  weighed  about  12  to  15  tons  at  a 
load,  we  assume  that  the  locomotive  drew  a  full  bur- 
then say  of  40  tons,  this  multiplied  into  the  distance  SO 
miles,  is  41-100  cent  a  ton  a  mile,  or  if  the  load  be  only 
one  way  the  cost  would  be  82-100  cent  a  ton  a  mile,  as 
the  cost  of  the  current  expenses  of  the  locomotive 
only. 

I'have  recently  obtained  the  following  facts  of  the 
performance  oh  a  Pennsylvania  canal.  One  of  the 
contractors,  for  boating  coal  on  the  Lehigh  canal,  did 
the  following  work  with  one  boat  and  one  old  mare — 
The  boat  cost  about  §250  and  the  old  mare  cost 
S25  00. 

14  trips  from   Mauch   Chunk   to   Bristol    or    back    is 
212miles,+  14,   =  ,     2,968 

1  trip  from        do  do    to  Brunswick  and 

back  is  318 

Total  15   loads  of  50  tons  each — and  total 

distance,  3,286 

I  further  understand  that  during  this  lime,  the  boat 
required  no  further  expense  than  a  little  caulking, 
which  was  done  by  the  hands,  and  the  old  mare  re- 
quired no  other  repairs  than  food  and  a  little  shoeing. 

That  the  reason  for  not  making  more  trips,  was 
owing  to  the  detentions  at  unloading  from  3  to  9  days  a 
trip,  inconsequence  of  the  wharves  being  so  full  of  coal, 
and  there  not  being  room  for  the  boats  to  get  up  to 
unload. 

That  when  there  is  no  detention,  the  boats  frequent- 
ly make  a  trip  to  Bristol  and  back  to  .Mauch  Chunk  in 
nine  days. 

Suppose  we  allow  a  trip  to  be  made  in  ten  days, 
with  the  old  mare,  and  that  the  cost  of  her  ladyship, 
and  the  boat,  was  sunk  in  one  season,  of  250  days 
(those  boats  have  now  lasted  several  j  ears,  and  none  as 
far  as  we  have  understood  are  unseaworthy)  yet  the  cost 
would  be  as  follows: 

A  man  a  day,         .  .  •  .90  cents. 

1     do    do     .  .  .  .  .     80     " 

1  boy    do  .  .  .  .50      " 

The  mare  cost  $2S  00,  divide  in  250  days, 

is  a  day,  .  .  .  10" 

Horse  keeping,         .  .  .  50       " 

The  boat  cost  250  dollars,  divide   in   250 

days,  is  a  day,  ,  .  .         100      " 

Tow  lines  and  contingencies,  ;  20       " 


4540  004-53  00=75-100  cents  a  ton  a  mile,  and  re- 
turn empty,  including  the  whole  cost  of  the  old  mare, 
and  bojt, — whereas  the  cost  of  the  locomotive  only,  is 
82-100  cents  a  ton  a  mile,  by  having  aUo  no  back 
load. 

From  the  foregoing  I  presume  our  Biliimore  neigh- 
bors will  have  to  manufacture  another  "Arabian"  for 
their  rail  road  before  they  beat  the  "  Old  Mare"  on  our 
Canals. 

A  PENNSYLVANIAN. 

P .  S.  The  old  mare  cost  25  dollars  and  four  of  them 
will  do  the  work  of  one  locomotive  "  The  Arabian" 
cost  5000  to  6000  dollars. 


And  a  trip  of  ten  days 
106   miles  Mauch  Chunk  to  Bristol 
+50  tons  is  = 


400 

S40  00 

53  00 


From  the  Mauch  Chunk  Courier. 
INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT. 

I  perceive  by  the  Governor's  Message  that  we  have 
all  the  State  Improvements,  that  have  been  under  con- 
tract, either  entirely  finished,  or  sufficiently  so,  as  to 
use  them  throughout  tlieir  whole  extent. 

That  the  state  has  now  601  miles  of  canal,  and  110 
miles  of  mil  road,  making  a  grand  total  of  720 
miles,  and  that  the  cost  thereof  has  been  22,114,915 
dollars. 

I  also  learn  that  the  principal  part  of  this  sum  has 
been  expended  to  connect  our  great  commercial  me- 
tropolis with  Pittsburg,  so  as  to  secure  to  the 
State  the  great  thoroughfare  for  the  trade  of  the  Far 
n-^est. 

Pittsburg  appears  to  be  from  Philadelphia  435^  miles, 
via  the  Schuylkill  and  Union  canals,  or  395|  miles  by 
the  Columbia  rail  road;  and  from  the  amount  of  busi- 
ness done  this  season  on  this  line,  and  the  disposition 
apparent  to  get  into  this  transportation  business,  I  hope 
and  trust  the  public  will  realize  their  best  expectations 
from  these  splendid  improvements,  both  commercially 
and  politically;  for  mankind  are  generally  friendly  to 
each  other  when  it  is  their  interest  to  be  so,  and  nothing 
j  improves  this  feeling  better  than  frequent  interested  in- 
I  tercourse.  I  find  however  on  looking  into  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  rail  road  company's  report  of  last  Octo- 
ber, that  they  calculated  on  intercepting  the  current  of 
the  great  Western  trade  from  Pennsylvania  by  means 
of  their  rail  road,  which  they  say  makes  the  Ohio  river 
but  301  miles  from  Baltimore,  and  that  as  (they  say) 
rail  roads  are  more  economical  for  transportation  than 
Canals,  and  this  added  to  their  advantages  in  distance 
will  insure  them  this  greai  western  trade- 
On  examining  their  rail  road  report;  and  perceiving 
in  it  their  expectations  of  supplanting  us,  I  have  been 
induced  to  examine  other  reports  of  the  actual  expen- 
diture in  transport.ation,  both  by  canals  and  rail  roads 

not  what  they  theoretically  ought  to  spend,  but  what 
they  have  actually  spent;  for  I  have  long  since  learned, 
that  an  ingenious  mind,  was  not  at  a  loss  to  spin  out  a 
pretty  theory  on  any  subject;  but  that  practice,  was  a 
very  different  thing.  In  the  pursuit  of  this  inquiry,  I 
have  obtained  all  the  regular  reports  of  the  justly  cele- 
brated  Manchester  and  Liverpool  rail  road  Company, 
from  their  commencement,  excepting  one.  This  col- 
lection of  reports  must  go  far  to  settle  the  great  ques- 
tion between  canals  and  rail  roads,  so  far  as  economy  in 
transporting  tons  of  produce,  &c.  is  concerned,  .is  that 
company  is  one  of  the  oldest,  operating  by  the  modern 
improvements.  They  have  had  the  command  of  abun- 
dance of  money,  and  left  nothing  that  ingenuity  could 
suggest,  or  money  procure,  to  produce  the  very  best 
effects.     Their   business  has  also  been  large,  and  last, 

not  least,  has   been  productive  from  the  beginning. 

Consequently  they  have  no  object  to  disguise  facts; 
and  so  far  from  disguise,  they  go  into  minute  details, 
of  all  their  expenses. 

I  give  below,  extracts  of  all  that  appears  to  affect  us 
and  also  an  extr-ict  from  the  Baltimore  report  of  the 
same  heads,  together  with  what  has  been  paid  for  trans- 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


LFXBBCAIIT 


poi'tation   the   past  year  on  the  Schuylkill,   Lehigh, 
Delaware,  and  Delaware  and  Karitan  Canals.  ] 

Extracts   from  the   Seml-Annual  Reports  of  the  Man-  j 
Chester  and  Liverpool  rail  road  Company.  j 


ing 


as   a  basis  that  a  horse  or  mule  will  travel  an 


z    1     r. 

7 

o 

o 

II 

li 

-3  3 
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11 
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1 

ll 

g 

For  the  half  year 

ending 
Jjne  30,  18.".1. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

=•1 

188,726 

1,5 

42,692 

5,6 

1,3 

December  31,  do 

1,S 

June  30,  1832. 

174,]22'1,85 

57,881 

182,8231,93 

86,842 

Dec.  31,  1833. 

2I5,07i;i,7 

98,247 

June  30  1834. 

200,65611,9 

104,356 

5,13 

This  Com.  charged  for  lastl 
term,                                    w."2 

9,33 

-All  the  power  along  the  road  is  locomotive 


6,  5  gomg  W. 
4,  5  going  E. 


NOTE- 

engines. 

Extract  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Baltimore  and 

Ohio  railroad  company  ending  Sept.  30,  1834. 

Passengers         cents         tons         cents. 

transported,      a  mile,      trans.      a  mile. 

94,844  1,98        56,119       3,35 

This  Co.,  charged  for 

the  last  year;  3,        ^  19,928 

NOTE.— All  power  for  passengers,  locomotive  en- 
gines, and  for  goods,  horses. 

SclmylkiU  Navigation  Company  paid  this  year  for  trans- 
porting coal  1  cent  a  ton  per  mile. 
Lehigh  Delaware,  and  Delaware 

and  Raiitan    canals    paid  this         tons.         cents. 

year  for  transporting  coal  105,000    80-100 

The  contractor  finding  every  thing  e-xcept  paying  the 

tolls.  ,.    , 

The  above  extracts  require  but  little  comment  to 
satisfy  the  good  citizens  of  this  state,  that  they  need  not 
fear  losing  the  public  money  expended  in  their  great 
improvements.  ,         .,         , 

It  must  be  recollected  th.at  on  the  rad  roads  mention- 
Ed,  they  have  a  large  transportation  both  ways; 
whereas  the  coal  by  the  canals  goes  only  one  way, 
and  those  prices  are  predicated  on  the  boats  returning 
emptv.  If  the  trade  was  like  that  on  the  rail  roads,  it 
would  no  doubt  reduce  the  cost  at  least  one  ihrd-  But 
taking  things  as  they  are,  no  doubt  in  a  few  years, 
■when  we  have  business  on  our  canals,  the  State,  whose 
interest  will  be  that  of  the  citizen,  will  come  down  as 
low  with  their  tolls  as  will  keep  their  works  in  repair, 
and  pay  interest  on  their  loans — and  come  within  a 
price,  that  toll  and  transportation  together  need 
iiot  exceed  the  mere  cost  of  the  Locomotives  on  the 
railroad.  ... 

It  is  fy'T  to  presume  that  the  cost  ot  the  locomatives 
in  this  country  can  never  be  less  than  on  the  Manchester 
and  Liverpool  rail  road,  after  £o  many  years  experience, 
under  circumstances  not  to  be  excelled  in  any  country. 
They  have  coal  for  fuel  on  or  by  the  line  of  their  rail 
road.  They  had  22  locomotives  on  their  road  so  early 
as  1832.  Hence  their  experience  is  very  great.  Wages 
there,  are  not  half  what  we  have  to  pay,  and  iron  there 
is  less  than  half  our  prices;  and  this  forms  a  large  item 
of  expenditure. 

But  let  us  examine  a  few  of  the  items  constituting 
the  cost  of  transportation  on  canals  and  rail  roads,  as- 


equal  distance  (giving  them  their  proper  gait)  before 
wearing  out,  with  a  locomotive  engine,  and  that  a  canal 
boat  and  rail  road  car  will  also  last  to  go  an  equal 
distance  before  wearing  out. 

I  presume  most  persons  will  agree  with  me  that  the 
animals  and  the  boat  will  both  go  further  to  wear  out, 
than  the  locomotive  and  cars.  1  have  been  told  by 
persons  in  the  employ  of  the  Lehigh  Company,  that 
some  of  their  boatmen  have  already  p.iid  for  their  boats 
bought  of  the  Company,  by  paying  ten  dollars  a  trip  to 
Bristol  and  back,  and  that  during  this  time  they  have 
not  spent  ten  dollars  on  their  boat  And  mules,  it  is 
beheved,  wilHast  to  work  from  20  lo  30  years. 

One  horse  on  a  canal  hauls  50  tons  cargo,  and  goes 
20  miles  a  day,  and  costs  glOO.  Hence  4  horses  draw 
200  tons,  20  miles  a  day,  being  equal  to  Jlfly  ions, 
eighty  miles  a  day. 

A  Locomotive  draws  from  30  to  50  tons  cargo,  and 
goes  80  miles  a  day,  and  costs  from  §5000  to  $6000 
each. 

'Ihen  to  effect  equal  purposes  for  the  propelling 
power  on  a  canal, 

4  horses  glOO  each,  cost  S  ,400 

On  a  Rail  road   1  I^ncomotive  cost  from  5  to  §6,000 

A  boat  on  the  Lehigh  canal  completely 
covered  in  carrying  70  tons  cost  g  ,300 

23  cars  for  Rail  road  at  3  tons  each,  is 
69  tons  at  glOO  to  120  each  (say  100)  g2,300 

Hence  the  Locomotive  power  on  a  canal  is  but  one- 
thiriecnth  the  cost  of  tlie  Locomotive  on  the  Rail  road; 
and  the  boat  on  ihe  canal  but  one-seventh  of  the  cost  of 
burthen  cars  on  the  Hail  roid. 

In  reference  to  the  durability  of  the  two,  the  canal  is 
ahvays  growing  better,  while  the  Rail  road  (whether 
used  or  not  used)  is  continually  getting  worse. 

A  PENNSYLVANIAN. 


For  the  Gazette  and  Intelligencer. 
THE  WEATHER. 
Yesterday  (Sunday  the  8th  F-b.)  was  the  coldest  day 
we  have  had  in  PhiUdelphia  this  winter.  The  same 
thermometer,  having  a  southern  exposure  and  located 
near  the  corner  of  Walnut  and  Seventh  streets,  which 
stood  on  Monday  the  5th  of  January,  the  coldest  day  of 
the  cold  week,  at  3  degrees  above  zero,  stood  at  7  A.  M. 
at  one  decree  above.  The  day  throughout  was  windy, 
and  perhaps  fewer  people  were  seen  in  the  streets,  than 
on  any  day  within  recollection. 

In  our  last  paper,  we  stated  the  thermometer  on  Sa- 
turday at  7,  A.  M.,  to  have  been  at  18°.  It  rose  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  but  fell  rapidly  in  the  afternoon. 
As  11,  p.  M.  it  was  at  6J.  Its  course  yesterday  was 
pretty  much  the  same. 

At  10,  A.  M.  it  rose  to  10.] 
At    noon     it    was    at    20. 
At  2,   P.   M.  it  was  at  23^. 
After  that  it  began  to  fall. 

At    3,  P.  M.  it  was  at  20. 
"     4,         "  "         16. 

"     5,         "  "         12.1 

••     6,         "  "         11. 

"     7,         •'  "         lOi. 

"     8,         "  "  9i.| 

.'     9,         "  "9. 

This  morning  at  7  o'clock,  it  was  6  degrees  above 
zero,  being  five  degrees  milder  than  yesterday. 

The  river  is  again  closed  opposite  the  city.  The  ice 
boat  ofthePhiladelpha  and  Amboy  rail  road  cut  through 
the  ice  and  crossed  this  morning. 


The  Schuylkill  and  Delaware  Rivers  have  been  clos- 
ed all  this  week — and  are  now  closed,  (13th) 
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No.  372. 

(  ever,  if  told  by  his  counsel  that  injustice  had  been  done 

in  the  ndministr.ition  of  the  law,  may  feel  disposed 

I  to  seek  revenRC  on  the  judge.     In  the  case  referred  to 

The  following  correspondence   and   proceedings  have    I  tliink  the  cause  and  eject  can  be  distinctly  traced — 

created  considerable  excitement   in  tlie   west,— and  ;  TJ^e  earnestness  and  positiveness  of  the  counsel  in  this 

.    .         .  ,     ,         .  ,       ,         r      1  1-    .u       I  trial,  and  expressions  thoiitrhtlessly  dropped  afterwards 

being  of  a  novel  character,  and  rather  of  public  than    p^,.^^p^  j^g^^^j  ^„  unprincipled   fellow   to  make  the 

personal  or  private  nature,  we  have  thought  best  to    attack.     It  may  be  however  that  it  would  not  have  oc- 

preservethem,  as  a  part  of  the  judicial  history  of  the    curred,  had   he  not  been  encouraged  by  other  persons. 

g{j^{g_  I  have  only  my  suspicions,  and  make  ro  charge  against 

From  the  Genius  of  Liberty.  I  »»>'  one,  I  exculpate  the  whole  bar  from  the"  most  dis- 

I  tant  idea  of  producing  such  a  catastrophe.     All  that! 

FmnAT,  Seft.  12,  1834.       I  mean  to  s.iy  is,  that  the  practice  I  have  mentioned  h.is 
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a  direct  tendency  to  incite  such  outrages,  and  that  in 
this  parliciilir  case  (in  connection  with  other  causes)  it 
did  lead  to  the  violence.  The  same  cause  mav  produce 
the  same  effect.  I  must  be  always  exposed  to  such 
consequences  if  matter  of  excitement  continues  to  be 
furnished  to  wrong  headed  brutal  suiters.  If  I  could 
have  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  bar,  and  the 
assurances  of  a  change  in  their  manner  towards  each 
other,  the  office  I  hold  would  be  rendered  dignified, 
honorable  and  pleasi>Tit,  but  otherwise  it  musi  be  alto- 


Gentlemen: — 

You  have,  no  doubt,  long  been  aware  that  the  occur- 
rence of  a  variety  of  disagreeable  circumstances  in  the 
conduct  of  ourbusiness  in  court,  has  rendered  my  situa- 
tion often  exceedingly  painful  and  perplexing.  It  is 
possible  I  have  hud  my  full  share  of  the  causes,  which 
have  led  to  this  state  of  things.  I  think  however  upon 
reflection,  you  will  be  satisfied  that  in  a  great  degree 
it  has  been  owing  to  the  irregular  manner  of  tlie  bar  in  j 
the  trial  of  causes.     It  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  parti-  ,       .       ,      , . 

culars  at  this  time.     It  h  is  been  the  subject  of  com-  '  ^^I'iT";!!"^'':,"  r  ?.!L"!l.J'Tl.JTl^J^"",l 
plaint  and  of  conflict,  distressing  to  me  and  unpleasant    '  °°        " 

to  you.  Finding  a  remedy  hopeless  without  your  aid, 
*  I  have  frequently  brought  my  mind  to  the  conclusion, 
that  perhaps  I  ousht  to  withdraw  and  give  you  the 
opportunity  of  getting  in  my  room  some  other  genlle- 
znan  who  would  have  your  confidence  and  co  operation. 
This  determination  has  heretofore  been  yielded  to  the 
advice  of  friends  upon  whose  judgment  I  have  relied. 
Early  in  the  present  week  I  requested  an  interview 
with  you,  that  we  might  talk  these  matters  over,  and 
perhaps  agree  in  an  united  effort  for  reform.  You 
were    prevented  from    meeting  as  propo 


of 
good  feelings,  and  I  take  this  occasion  to  declare,  that 
there  is  not  one  of  you  for  whom  I  entertained  unkind 
sentiments.  On  the  contrary  there  is  no  one  whose 
interest  I  would  not  advance,  or  whose  honnr  I  would 
not  maint.iin  so  fur  as  in  my  power.  As  to  myself  I 
have  no  right  to  claim  your  friendship  though  1  should 
be  glad  to  have  it,  but  I  think  in  the  discharge  of  my 
official  duties,  I  ought  to  have  your  courtesy  and  re- 
spect, and  when  I  err,  forbearance  in  manner  and  re- 
course directly  to  the  proper  remedy  (which  I  am  al- 
ways  disposed  to  facilitate)  and  not  to  inflammatory  ex- 
n  the  P''2ssions,  or  disapprobation  or  contempt  addressed  to 
mean  time  the  occurrence  of  a  brutal  attack  upon  me  i"*^  ,''"''''•=  °S  ^l'.^  P*""'}'"  '  ''^''^  '^us  disclosed  to  you 
by  a  ruffian,  growing  out  of  a  trial  in  court,  has  more  frankly  my  feelings  and  views.  In  reply  I  wish  your 
and  more  cmviiiced  me  of  the  necessity  of  coming  to  sentiments  and  determinations  as  to  the  future  in  rela- 
some  conclusion,  that  mav  prevent  the  repetition  of  ';""  l"  ^  t  g-"evancps  I  have  presented  and  propose 
such  outrages.  On  this  subject  I  wish  nnt  to  be  mis-  therefore  that  you  should  t.ake  a  few  minutes  to  confer 
understood.  The  act  of  a  brute,  or  bully  c:m  never  'og-e'l'er  and  inform  me  of  the  conclusion  to  which  you 
drive  me  from  the  post  of  duty  or  ot  honor,  I  thank  ""^y  arrive. 
God  that  in  the  performance  of  my  offici:d  functions,  I 
have  been  preserved  from  the  operation  of  fear  as  I  ^ 
hope  I  have  been  from  favor  or  affection-  I  never  I 
repeat  have  been  deterred  by  an  apprehension  of  per- 
sonal danger,   although  I  have  been  aware  of  pw//.     I    Dear  Sir:— 

have  known  that  there  was  cause  for  it.  The  inad-  We  have  delayed  replying  to  your  letter,  under  date 
vertent- butj  as  I  think  indiscreet  indulgence  of  side  of  the  12lh  September,  1834,  addressed  to  the  mem- 
bar  remarks,  indicative  of  dissatistaction  with  the  deci-  bers  of  the  bar  of  Fayette  county,  until  the  present 
sions  of  the  court,  and  perh:ips  sometimes  of  contempt,  time,  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  consulting  together, 
have  been  calculated  to  make  a  lodgement  in  the  pub-  and  also  for  mature  reflection  upon  the  matter  to  which 
lie  mind  injurious  to  the  authority  and  respectability  of  you  refer.  We  regret  in  common  with  your  Honor, 
the  court,  and  particularly  of  myself  its  organ,  and  has  that  we  have  not  been  able  in  harmony  and  with  satis- 
had  a  direct  tendency  to  rouse  the  malignant  passions  faction  to  ourselves  and  the  people  of  the  county,  Is 
of  a  disappointed  or  defeated  party:  I  have  often  ob-  transact  the  business  of  our  courts.  The  public  confi- 
served  or  beeninformed  of  these  things,  and  thought  dence  seems  to  be  withdrawn  alike  from  the  bar  and 
tney  might  lead  to  disasterous  consequences.  A  cor-  the  court.  Perhaps  your  Honor's  retiring  from  the 
rect  judicious  man,  if  he  thinks  his  case  had  not  been  bench,  as  you  have  intimated  a  willingness  so  to  do, 
correctly  deeded,  will  seek  redress  in  the  legitimate  and  giving  the  people  pow^  to  select  another,  would 
mode  only,  or  if  that  is  not  accessible  will  submit  to  it,  j  be  the  means  of  producing  a  better. state  of  things,  and 
as  we  all  do  to  unavoidable  misfortunes,  a.  rufiian  how-  a.  more  cordial  co  operation  from  all  sides  in  the  des- 
15 
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patch  of  the  business  of  the  county.  This  expression 
of  oiir  views  is  made  in  candor  and  sincerit}',  without 
a  wish  to  inspire  one  unpleasant  thought  or  unkind 
feeling;  but  under  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  county  in 
which  we  live,  to  jour  honor  and  to  ourselves.  I 

Very  respectfully, 
Yours  Sec. 

JOHNM.  AUSTIN, 
JOHN  DAWSON 
JOSHUA  B.  HOWELL, 
JOHN  H.  DEFORD, 
JOSEPH  WILLIAMS, 
ROBERT  P.  FLENNn<EN, 
RICE  G.  HOPWOOD, 
WILLIAM  MCDONALD, 
WILLIAM  P.  WELLS. 


Hablim,  Dec.  15,  1834. 
Messrs.   Austin,   Dawson,  Howell,   Deford,  Williams, 
Plenniken,  Hopwood,  McDonald  and  Wells,   mem- 
oers  of  the  Fayette  County  Bar. 

Your  communication  dated  3d  October  (.post  marked 
Nov.  7th,)  which  purports  to  be  an  answer  to  my  letter 
of  12th  Sept.  came  to  my  hand  on  Saturday  night  last. 
It  had  been  withheld  from  me  by  my  friends  during  my 
recent  illness,  from  an  apprehension  it  miglit  produce 
an  increased  excitement  prejudicial  to  my  health.  In 
this  they  were  mis'aken.  I  have  experienced  too  much 
of  the  ills  of  life,  and  have  at  present  too  many  causes 
of  agitating  concern  to  be  greatly  disturbed  by  it. — 
Perhaps  were  it  not  for  the  knowledge  of  human  nature 
which  I  have  dearly  bought,  I  might  have  been  sur- 
prised and  pained  to  receive  such  a  paper  from  persons 
standing  to  me  in  the  relation  that  you  do.  Not  one  of 
whom  I  have  injured  in  thought  word  or  deed.  I  was, 
however,  prepared  for  such  an  "expression  of  your 
views,"  though  there  ai-e  some  signatures  I  did  not 
expect  to  see.  Had  your  letter  been  framed  immedi- 
ately in  answer  to  mine,  and  put  info  my  hands  at  the 
time,  I  do  not  know  what  course  Imight  have  adopted 
in  the  hurry  of  my  feelings.  I  certainly  h-ive  often  en- 
tertained the  thought  of  leaving  my  situation,  influenc- 
ed by  a  regard  to  my  personal  comfort— and  I  will  add 
also,  from  considerations  towards  vou,  that  spring  more 
from  my  heart  than  my  head.     This  purpose  I  have 

often  yielded  to  the  judgment  and  advice  of  friends. 

1  have  also  repeatedly  said  that  unless  a  reform  could 
be  effected  in  the  mode  of  doing  business  in  court,  I 
would  not  continue  in  office.  Immediately  after  the 
commencement  of  the  last  term,  to  which  I  referred  in 
my  last  letter;  I  hastily  expressed  my  intention  never  to 
return  to  the  County.  This  purpose  was  not  formed 
on  account  of  the  immediate  outrage,  (which  I  was 
aware  I  could  sufficiently  punish.)  but  because  I  bo- 
lieved  (as  1  still  do)  that  the  ruffian  was  instigated  by 
others.  It  is  not  in  my  recollection,  that  I  declared  in 
my  communication  to  you,  any  present  design  of  aban- 
doning my  office  at  your  request,  and  I  am  confirmed 
in  this  idea,  from  the  fact  that  a  judicious  friend  stron"- 
ly  remonstrated  against  such  an  intimation  being  given. 
But  if  I  had  even  so  expressed  myself,  subsequent  re- 
flection, long  before  I  received  your  letter  had  abun- 
dantly convinced  me  that  it  would  be  wrong  to  do  so 
at  thistime,  and  under  the  circumstances  in  wliich  1  am 

placed  in  my  official  relation  to  you  and  the  people 

The  station  I  hold  is  not  mine— nor  is  it  yours.  It 
belongs  to  the  public,  and  has  been  conferred  upon  me 
(without  my  solicitation,)  by  the  constitutional  agent. 
Unless  from  private  consideration  I  think  proper  to 
give  it  up,  (and  the  right  to  do  so  is  recognized  by  law, ) 
It  cannct  be  taken  from  me,  but  in  the  wjiy  the  people 
have  designated.  It  would  be  a  violation  of  their  rights, 
and  a  dereliction  of  duty,  if  I  could  be  constrained  or 
influenced  to  abandon  it  by  any  other  prncefs.  I  am 
now  satisfied  that  I  ought  not  to  have  addressed  you  as 
I  did.     It  was  compromising  the   dignity  of  the' office 


entrusted  to  me,  to  solicit  from  you  a  reform  in  your 
manner  of  conducting  businessat  the  bar,  when  I  ought 
Koh&te  compelled  \\..  In  concuiTf  nee  with  my  brother 
Judges  I  should  have  prescribed  the  order  and  disci- 
pline of  the  Court  and  enforced  obedience.  This 
error,  however,  also  proceeded  more  from  my  heart 
than  my  head, — and  you  are  the  last  persons  in  the 
world  who  ought  to  complain  of  it.  Henceforth  it  will 
be  my  endeavor  to  correct  this  mistake; — and  depend 
upon  it,  if  there  is  not  a  reform,  without  making  it  a 
matter  of  compact  with  you,  it  will  not  be  my  fault. — 
But,  how  ever  I  might  be  disposed  to  resign  my  office 
from  motives  of  private  convenience  and  peace  of  mind, 
(which  I  have  a  right  to  do,)  or  perhaps  from  a  wish  to 
indulge  ycu  in  a  desired  preference  for  some  other 
person  in  my  stead,  (the  propriety  of  which  I  now 
doubt)  yet  still,  the  terms  of  your  communication  en- 
tirely preclude  me  from  doing  so  without  yielding  my 
personal  and  judicial  honor.  You  undertake  to  assert 
that  "  the  public  confidence  seemn  to  be  wilhdranun  olikc 
from  the  Bar  and  the  Court."  If  the  first  part  of  the 
proposition  is  to  be  understood  as  an  admission  of  the 
state  of  things  in  relation  to  yourselves,  it  is  not  my 
business  to  combat  it; — but  I  deny  yourright  or  warrant 
to  make  the  latter  allegation.  It  is  of  grave  import  and 
deliberately  set  forth,  for  you  took  time  as  you  say, 
"  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  consulting  together,  and 
also  for  mature  rr flection."  It  is  the  basis  of  your  re- 
quest, that  I  should  resign;  for  the  other  matters  in  re- 
lation to  the  manner  of  conducting  the  business  of  the 
Court,  you  were  well  aware  it  was  in  your  power  to 
adjust;  Undoubtedly,  therefore,  it  involves  a  charge  of 
official  delinquency;— such  as  would  warrant  the  remo- 
val of  the  judges  either  by  impeachment  or  address. — 
"  Public  confidence,"  is  indeed  the  only  foundation  on 
which  can  rest  the  usefulness,  respectability  and  au- 
thority of  the  Courts.  If  that  is  destroyed,  all  that  is 
valuable  in  our  judicial  institutions  must  fall,  and  the 
personal  honor  of  the  judges  be  involved  in  the  general 
ruin.  To  weaken  or  impair  then,  that /otVA  which  the 
people  ought  to  have  in  the  integrity  and  capacity  of 
those  who  administer  their  laws,  is  a  great  public  mis- 
chief. Certainly  there  is  no  way  more  calculated  to 
produce-such  a  result,  than  to  assert  that  such  is  the 
present  fact.  The  laws  will  not  allow,  that  the  people 
have  "  withdiawn"  their  "  cocfidence"  from  their  judi- 
cial agents,  unless,  it  has  been  so  ascertained  in  the 
mode  prescribed  in  the  Constitution.  It  cannot  be  tol- 
erated, that  the  official  standing  of  judges  is  to  be  test- 
ed by  the  sneering  remarks  we  may  hear  in  the  streets, 
or  the  vituperation  of  bar-room  censors.  I  leave  it  to 
you  therefore,  as  a  matter  of  professional  opinion  to  say 
— whether  it  would  not  be  indictable  as  a  libel,  for  any 
one  to  publish  in  writing,  that  the  "public  confidence  ia 
withdrawn"  from  a  Court  Perhaps  when  members  of 
the  bar  so  far  forget  the  "  fidelity"  to  which  they  are 
bound,  as  to  promulgate  such  a  declaration,  a  discreet 
but  decisive  exercise  of  the  summary  power  vested  in 
the  judges,  over  the  conduct  of  their  own  officers  may 
be  considered  the  most  obvious  and  proper  course.  On 
this  point  it  would  be  premature  in  me  to  express  an 
opinion  now.  Your  communication  will  be  before  us  at 
the  next  term,  and  after  deliberate  examination,  and 
hearing  the  decision  of  the  Court  will  be  pronounced. 
There  is  another  matter  which  I  think  it  proper  to  ap- 
prise you  of,  with  the  hope  that  a  satisfactory  explana- 
tion will  be  offered.  I  have  understood  that  a  report  is 
in  circulation  emanating  from  some  of  you,  that  I  have 
charged  the  whole  bar,  with  being  concerned  in  the 
outrage  lately  committed  upon  me — if  it  is  true  that 
such  an  idea  has  been  thrown  abroad,  it  is  so  base  a 
perversion  of  language  that  I  cannot  conceive  the 
malignity  of  the  heart  that  could  engender  it.  When 
such  means  are  employed  to  excite  popular  prejudice, 
I  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  "  public  confidence"  shou.d 
he  "  withdrawn"— from  me  at  least.  My  letter  will 
I  show  for  itself— and  I  defy  the  ingenuity  of  Satan  him- 
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self  to  make  out  any  such  thing — on  the  contrary  I  think 
it  contains  a  distinct  "  exculpation  of  tlie  whole  bar  from 
the  moat  distant  thought  of  producing  such  a  catastrophe." 
Tlie  whole  raalter  in  relation  to  that  outrage,  will  be 
before  the  Court  at  the  next  term — ami  the  associate 
judges  will  be  called  upon  to  sustain,  the  violated  au- 
thority and  dignity  of  the  judicial  office  by  the  exercise 
of  tiK-ir  summary  power  of  punishing  such  gross  con- 
tempt. At  the  last  setting,  1  made  up  my  mind  to  take 
no  step  myself,  as  it  might  be  thought  I  acted  under 
excited  feeling;  and  the  public  prosecutor,  who  is  con- 
sidered as  particularly  representing  the  people  in  rela- 
tion to  such  things  did  not  think  proper  to  present  to 
the  Court  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  this  course, 


able!   for  a  judicial   tribunal  that 


is  however  indi; 

cannot   protect    itself,    without    reporting    to   another 

tribunal  for  aid  or  redress,  must  cease  to  exist. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  only  say,  that  upon  mature  re- 
flection it  is  my  determination  not  to  resicx  at 
present;  and  that  it  is  my  determination  never  to  resign 
upon  the  ground  staled  in  your  letter.   I  hope  to  be  able 

take  my  seat  on  the  bench  in  Fayette  county,  on  the 


tempt,  or  (he  least  disrespect  to  the  Court,  or  any  of  its 
members^ 

The  respondents  would  be  entirely  at  a  loss  to  compre- 
hend how  it  could  be  possible  to  give  the  letter.from  its 
terms,  :in  olTciisive  inlerpri-taiion,  wcie  they  not  in- 
formed from  anoUu-r  source,  that  (he  loliowing  para- 
graph, is  considered  objectionable,  "  The  public  con- 
fidence seems  to  be  tvit/idruwn  alike  from  the  bur  and  the 
Court."  We  by  this  paragraph  expressed  our  honest 
conviction,  and,  intended  no  contempt  to  the  cuurt.  It  is 
a  respimse  in  some  measure  to  iliat  part  of  Judge 
Baird's  letter,  in  which  he  himselfsays,th.it  the  circum- 
stances to  which  he  refers,  "  were  calculated  to  make  a 
lodgement  in  the  public  mind,  injurious  to  the  nuttiurity 
and  respectability  of  the  Court,  and  particularly  of  him- 
self ita  organ." 

It  will  be  perceived  from  the  two  letters  referred  to, 
that  the  correspondence  did  not  take  place  between  the 
bar  and  the  Court — it  was  between  the  respondents 
and  Judge  Biiiid,  at  his  instance  and  request.  The 
occurrence  asserted  as  constituting  some  undefined  of- 
fence, did  not  lake  place  in   presence  of  the  Court — it 


first  Mondav  of  January  next.  If  I  have  lost  any  degree  j  took  place  out  of  tbe  Court  and  m  pais. 
of  the  public  confidence,  it  shall  be  my  endeavor  to  re-  I  Far,  very  far,  therefore,  are  we  from  being  guilty  of 
gain  it,  by  a  faithful  performance  of  mv  judicial  func-  (  an  offence  against  the  Court.  As  to  Judge  Baird  per- 
tions.  With  the  aid  of  my  brother  judges,  I  will  try  |  sonally,  the  letter  distinctly  and  unequivocally  states. 
«o  preserve  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  Court,  by  a  i  that  our  views  were  "  made  in  candor  and  sincerity, 
discreet  but  energetic  exercise  of  the  power  which  the    "without  a  wish  to  inspire  one  unpleasant  thought  or  \ 


law  giyes  us;  and  perhaps  you  may  be  satisfied  that  the 
laxity,  which  has  no  doubt,  been  a  considerable  cause 
of  complaint,  was  more  owing  to  my  kind  feelings 
towards  you,  than  to  any  want  of  moral  courage  to  en- 
counter the  consequences  that  may  result  from  the 
honest  discharge  of  public  duty;  I  shall  perform  my 
official  functions,  with  sincere  desire  to  do  right — and 
I  shall  expect  from  members  of  the  bar,  that  they  "  be- 
have themselves  with  alt  good  feeling  to  the  COURT 
ai  well  as  to  the  clients." 

I  am,  &c. 

T.  H.  BAIRD. 


kindfeelti 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  COURT. 
Jancart  Tebjh,   1835. 
Thomas  H.  Baird,  President  Judge,   and  Charles  Por- 
ter, and  Samuel  Nixon,  Associate  Judges. 
On  Tuesday  the  6th  day  of  January  Term,  a  rule  was 
granted  upon   John  M.   Austin,   John  Dawson,  Joshua 
B.    Howell,  J.  H-  Dedford,  J.  Williams,  A.   Patterson, 


JOHN  M.  AUSTIN, 
JOHN  DAWSON, 
JOSHUA  B.  HOWKLL, 
WM.   P.  WELLS, 
ALFRED   PATTERSON, 
J.H.  DEFORD, 

WM.  McDonald, 

J.  WILLIAMS, 

R.  p.  FLENNIKEN, 

R.  G.  HOPWOOD. 

I  This  answer  having  been  read,  it  was  pronounced  by 
I  the  Court  as  insufficient,  because  it  did  not  embrace 
[  tlie  publication  of  the  Correspondence.  The  respon- 
I  dents  then  asked  the  rule  to  be  postponed  until  the  af- 


ternoon, when  they  would  make  answer  to  that  part  of 
the  supposed  offence  also — which  was  granted. 

In  the  evening  the  respondents  presented  the  follow- 
ing as  their  second  answer: 

The  undersigned,  after  reiterating  the  protest  con- 
tained in  a  former  answer,  make  this  further  reply  to 


S;  ^  d'T  n^"'."',,^'  ""P*''°'l'  "'™-  McDonald.and  I  ji.g  ^ule  entered  yesterday  against  them 


When  the  former  answer  was  prepared  it  was  not 
known  that  the  publication  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  bar  and  Judge  Baird  in  the  newspaper  con- 
stituted a  portion  of  the  supposed  offence  against  the 
Court;  the  record  not  presenting  that  aspect  of  the 
case. 

They  now  reply  to  this  matter,  and  to  cause  a  more 


Wm.  P.  Wells,   to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  be 

stricken  from  the  list  of  Aitornies,  &c.,  see  letter  filed. 

\_Ej:tracl  from  the  minutes,  j 

Wednesday,  Jan.  7. 

On  the  next  morning  (being  Wednesday,  1  the  mem-  ! 
bers  of  the  bar  presented  to  the  Court,  the  following:    i      ^ 

"The  undersigned  who  are  required  by  a  rule  of  perfect  understanding  thereof,  they  present  herewith 
Court,  entered  to  show  cause  why  they  should  not  be  a  letter  from  Judge  Baird  to  the  undersigned,  dated 
stricken  from  the  list  of  Attornies,  present  this  their  an- I  December  15th,  1834-  We  now  ask  that  the  three 
swer  to  that  rule:—  I  letters  on   record  maybe  carefully  examined  in  con- 

We  earnestly,  but  respectfully  protest  against  the  Lection  with  our  former  answer  to  the  Rule  to  shew 
legal  power  and  authority  of  the  Court,  to  enter,  and  1  cauie.  We  cannot  but  think  that  the  court  will  then  be 
enforce  such  a  rule,  for  the  cause  alleged.  [satisfied,   that  the  last  letter  of  Judge    Baird  contains 

The  rule  appears  to  be  founded  and  predicated  on  imputations  and  strictures  not  warranted  by  any  thing 
the  letter  of  the  undersigned,  addressed  to  Judge  |  s.aid  in  our  communication  to  him,  when  properly  un- 
Baird,  dated  October  3d,  1834-  To  enable  a  j  derstood.  In  some  way  the  existence  of  the  controver- 
full  understanding  of  the  whole  matter,  a  letter  of  i  sy  reached  the  publicear.  It  immediately  assumed  a 
.T.,Ho-^  R-.irr1    ^,,=.1  e»„t»„k._  ,o,K    ,o,.    :s  herewith    false  shape   in  connection    with  an    assault  committed 


Judge  Baird,  dated  September  12lh,  IS. 
presented      (See  letter. ) 

It  is  evident  that  the  letter  of  the  undersigned,  which 
contains  the  supposed  offensive  matter,  is  a  reply  and 
response  to  the  letter  of  Judge  Baird,  to  them  address 
ert.  It  15  certainly  respectful  in  its  terms,  and,  as  is 
lineerely  believed  and  positively  asserted,  contains  neither 
m   WOBD,   MEANING,   nor  INTENTION,   the  slightest  con- 


upon  the  Judge  by  a  suitor  in  court.  Misapprehensions 
about  the  nature  of  the  correspondence  were  produced. 
For  want  of  correct  information,  false  assert  ons  were 
made,  and  false  inferences  drawn.  It  becam  ;  a  pecu- 
liar  matter  involving  seriously  public  interest.  The  cor- 
respondence related  to  public  affairs.  The  latter  by 
no  means  being  private  or  confidential,  we  considered 
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it  our  imperative  duty,  in  justice  to  ourselves,  and  in 
iustice  to  the  public,  lo  lay  the  whole  correspondence, 
as  it  really  was  before  the  whole  community.  It  was 
accordingly  done,  and  for  ihe  purposes  intimated.  The 
court  wiil  clearly  perceive  that  in  this  act  there  was  no 
offence  commilted  against  the  court, but  was  a  proceed- 
ing rendered  every  way  necessary,  as  it  gave  tlie  true 
state  ol  the  controversy,  and  supplied  the  place  of 
false  rumours  in  relation  both^to  Judge  Baird,  and  our- 
selves. 

JOHN  DAWSON, 

JOHN  M.AUSTIN, 

WM.  P.   WELLS, 

JOSHUA  B.   HOWELL, 

J.  H.  DEFORD, 

J.WILLIAMS, 

R.   G.   HOPWOOD, 

A.  PATTERSON, 

R.  P.   FLENNIKEN. 

William  McDonald  not  concurring  with  the  majority 
of  the  respondents,  in  the  views  taken  in  their  second 
answer,  presented  a  separate  one  as  follows: — 

On  the  subject  of  the  difficulty  between  the  bar  and 
the  Court,  I  take  the  liberty  of  making  the  folluwing 
statement.  I  was  opposed  to  the  publication  ot  the 
correspondence  from  the  beginning,and  have  frequent- 
ly so  expressed  myself,  thinking  it  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  widen  the  breach,  without  being  calculated  to 
do  any  good.  From  first  to  last,  I  have  been  free  from 
the  control  of  any  intention  to  cast  disrespect  or  con- 
tempt upon  the  court  or  any  of  its  members- 

WM.  .McDonald. 


The  court  then  adjourned — it  being  understood  i 
judgement  on  the  rule  was  to  be  pronounced  the  next 
morning.  In  consequence,  however,  of  various  delays  | 
this  was  not  done  until  the  evening,  when  the  judge-  i 
ment  of  Baird  and  Porter  was  delivered  by  Baird  as  [ 
follows:  I 

Jan.  8th. 

The  court  has  given  to  the  papers  presented  by  the 
respondents  in  this  case.the  most  careful  consideration, 
and  the  most  favorable  construction  their  import  would 
at  all  admit.  It  is  with  the  deepest  regret,  we  are  con- 
strained to  say,  that  they  are  by  no  means  satisfactory. 
We  cannot  regard  them  as  removing  tlie  offensive  and  j 
injurious  operation  of  the  matter  which  has  been  pub- 
lished to  the  world  in  relation  to  this  court,  and  which 
forms  the  gravamen  of  the  rule.  All  that  we  have  re-  ; 
quired,  is,  that  the  gentlemen  would  distinctly  place 
in  their  answer  a  disavowal  of  any  intention  to  impute 
to  the  Court  or  its  members,  any  thing  which  would 
lower  them  (in  their  official  character)  in  the  esteem  | 
and  confidence  of  the  people.  This  has  been,  and  is 
still  refused.  No  alternative  therefore  remains.  We 
must  abandon  our  judicial  honor,  respectability,  and 
authority — or  endeavor  to  sustain  them  in  what  we  con- 
ceive to  be  the  legitimate  mode. 

It  is  not  the  common  laws  or  statutary  power  to  pun- 
ish contempts,  which  we  are  about  to  exercise.  It  is 
the  coi-rcive  control  and  discipline  which  the  courts 
have  legally  employed,  in  order  to  preserve  in  the 
members  of  the  bar  the  observance  of  that  trust,  cour- 
tesy and  respect,  which  is  indispensable  to  the  safe  and 
orderly  administration  of  justice.  An  early  act  of  As- 
sembly (22d  May,  1722)  declares  that  altornies  if  they 
misbehave,  shall  be  liable  to  "suffer  such  pains,  pen- 
alties,  and  suspensions  as  attornies  at  law  in  Great  Bri- 
tain are  liable  to  in  such  cases" — and  by  an  act  of  last 
session,  "  If  any  attorney  shall  misbehave  himself  in  his 
office  of  attorney,  he  shad  be  liable  to  suspension,  re 
moval  from  office,  or  to  such  other  penalties  as  have 
hitherto  been  allowed  in  such  cases  by  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth." 

By  these  three  acts,  then,  the  power  of  the  courts 


[Febbua«» 


here,  is  the  same  as  is  exercised  by  the  courts  in  Eng- 
land. We  consider  it  unquestionable,  wherever  thero 
is  "  misbehaviour"  in  an  "  attorney."  The  exercise  of 
this  power  is  a  judicial  act,  and  although  it  is  summary 
yet  it  can  no  where  be  so  safely  lodged.both  as  respects 
its  prompt  and  efficient  application  when  necessary.and 
also  as  respects  tlie  security  and  interests  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  bar,  who  have  always  the  feelings  and  at- 
tachment of  the  judges  with  them,  when  they  conduct 
themselves  with  propriety. 

The  term  "  misbehaviour"  in  our  acts  of  Assembly, 
has  an  evident  relation  to  the  official  oaths  of  an  attor- 
ney. He  is  sworn  to  "behave"  himself,  "  with  all 
good  fidelity  to  the  Court,  as  well  as  the  cifni."  What 
does  this  include-  As  between  counsel  and  client,  it 
seems  to  be  well  understood-  A  lawyer  would  not  be- 
tray the  interests  or  the/amc  of  the  man  who  has  given 
him  a  paltry  fee;  nor  would  the  law  allow  him  to  do  so 
in  any  case  in  which  he  is  engaged.  Does  it  not  import 
any  thing  as  respects  the  court?  Can  an  attorney  be 
tolerated  in  publishing  to  the  world  that  "public  confi- 
dence is  withdrawn  from  the  Court,"  and  then  come  in 
and  claim  to  stand  in  that  relation  which  the  law  con- 
templates as  essential  lo  the  decorous,  orderly  admin- 
istration of  the  public  business.  If  so,  we  do  not  un- 
derstand the  meaning  of  the  word  "fidelity,"  or  the 
relation  it  creates. 

In  this  case  we  think  there  has  been  "misbehaviour" 
on  the  part  of  the  gentlemen,  against  whom  the  rule 
was  granted. — The  publication  in  relation  to  the  Court 
we  consider  a  libel.  It  has  been  done  in  the  office  of 
attorney's,  as  they  themselves  show.  The  whole  mat- 
ter refers  lo  the  public  relation  between  the  court  and 
the  bar.  The  first  letter  of  the  president  is  in  truth  the 
act  of  the  whole  court,  for  although  signed  by  him,  it 
was  with  the  concurrence  of  his  brother  judges-  It  was 
intended'as  a  kind  appeal  to  their  good  sense,and  gene- 
rous feeUngs,  and  in  no  wise  insinuating  any  imputation 
more  than  occasional  inadvertent  side  b.-ir  remarks,  and 
other  irregularities,  as  the  letter  plainly  imports.  It 
was  communicated  in  a  private  manner,  because  it  was 
thought  more  likely  to  produce  a  good  effect,  than  a 
public  address.  They,  in  all  their  proceedings, 
and  in  their  answers,  speak  of  it  in  their  official  re- 
lation. The  only  question  then,  is,  does  their  conr 
duct  amount  to  "  misbehaviour.'"  and  to  what  de- 
gree? We  think  it  does,  and  to  such  an  extent 
of  aggravation  as  virtually  to  destroy  the  relation  of 
"  fidelity"  which  must  exist  towards  the  court,  by  the 
members  of  the  bar.  If  that  relation  is  extinguished, 
and  no  longer  exists,  the  official  connection  must  ne- 
cessarily be  dissolved,  otherwise  the  spirit  of  the  law  is 
violated. 

As  we  have  no  personal  feelings  to  indulge  (except 
those  of  regret)  we  forbear  any  harsh  commentary  upon 
the  matters  involved.  We  would  leave  it  lo  the  calm 
reflection,  and  heller  feelings  of  the  gentlemen  them- 
selves, and  would  hope  that  they  may  be  induced  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  door  which  is  still  open  to  a  re- 
turning sense  uf  duty.  We  have  no  appeal  to  make 
to  the  public,  except  what  a  just  estimate  of  our  recti- 
tude of  purpose  may  present  to  their  virtue  and  good 
sense- 
It  is  ordered  that  the  names  of  John  M-  Austin,  John 
Dawson,  J  B-  Howell,  W.  P.  Wells,  Alfred  Patterson, 
John  H.  Deford,  J.  Williams,  and  R.  P-  Flenniken,  be 
struck  from  the  list  of  attornies  of  this  court;  and  in 
the  case  of  Hice  G-  Hopwood  the  rule  to  be  continued. 
In  the  case  of  William  McDonald,  the  rule  to  be  dis- 
charged. 

Judge  Nixon  dissented  from  the  majority  of  the 
court,  and  presented  the  following  opinion  in  relation 
to  the  case: — 

I  concur  with  my  brother  judges,  that  certain  parts 
of  said  publications  are  calculated  to  bring  this  court 
into  disrepute  with  the  people,  and  ought  to  be  pun- 
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iahed;  but  taking  into  consideration  the  cause  that 
elicited,  or  drew  forth  these  publications,  and  the  con- 
cessions and  explanations  that  have  been  made  by  the 
respo:idents  to  the  court,  the  penalty  of  an  indefinite 
suspension  would  be  very  severe.  Had  our  rule  been  ! 
left  open,  so  as  not  to  require  a  specific  punishment,  I  j 
would  have  been  very  bappy  in  co-operating  wiUi  my  ' 
brother  judges  in  inflicting  some  adequate  punishment, 
if  any,  but  as  there  is  no  alternative,  I  must  dissent 
from  their  judgment,  and  think  the  rule  ought  to  be 
discharged. 

Jinuary  9th — Judges  Porter  and  Nixon  on  the  bench. 

Rice  G.  Hopwood,  in  whose  case  the  rule  was  post- 
poned to  this  date,  presented  the  following  answer: 

In  answer  to  the  rule  granted  by  the  court  upon  the 
members  of  the  "bar,  to  show  cause  why  they  should  ; 
not  be  stricken  from  the  list  of  Attorneys,  the  under- 
signed, candidly,  but  respectfully,  submits  the  follow- 
ing reply  as  to  the  publication:  I 

That  he  intended  no  contempt  of  court,  nor  did  be  ' 
intend  to  call  in  question  in  any  shape,  the  integrity  of ! 
their  official  conduct,  or  detract  from  their  standing  in 
the  estimation  of  the  public. 

RICE  G.   HOPWOOD. 

Rule  discharged. 

On  the  second  page  of  to  day's  paper,  will  be  found 
the  correspondence  between  the  Hon.  Judge  Baird 
and  the  members  of  the  bar  of  Fayette  county,  with  a 
copy  of  the  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court 
thereon.  On  perusal,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  corres- 
pondence is  not  between  the  Judge  and  members  of 
the  bar,  as  individuals,  but  between  the  Judge  as  the 
organ  of  the  Court,  and  the  membeis  of  the  bar  in  their 
character  of  Attornies;  and  that  the  whole  correspon- 
dence has  relation  to  the  transaction  of  business  in 
Court. 

In  consequence  of  this  matter,  petitions  are  in  circu- 
lation in  Fayette  county,  praying  for  the  impeachment 
or  removal,  by  address,  of  Judge  Baird.  Now  it  strikes 
us  that  the  proper  mode  for  those  members  of  the 
bar  who  have  been  stricken  from  the  list  of  attornies, 
to  obtain  redress,  would  be  to  take  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  from  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  and  if  they  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  rever- 
sal of  the  judgment,  they  would  be  immediately  rein- 
stated in  their  office  of  attornies,  as  a  consequence  of 
the  reversal.  In  declining  to  take  this  course,  they  ta- 
citly admit  that  the  law  upon  the  facts  of  the  case  is 
against  them.  We,  therefore,  hope  the  people  of  the 
14th  Judicial  District  will  not  lend  the  sanction  of  their 
names  to  the  petitions  which   contemplate  the  removal 

of  Judge  Baird  by  impeachment  or  address Jf'ash. 

Reporter,  Jan.  20. 

FouBTKESTH  Jddicial  DISTRICT. — At  a  meeting  of 
the  members  of  the  Bar  of  Washington  county,  held  at 
the  Prothonotary's  office,  on  Saturday  the  17th  inst. 
the  following  proceedings  were  had. 

Whereas,  it  has  been  ascertained  by  the  members  of 
the  Bar  of  Washington  county,  constituting  a  part 
of  the  14th  Judicial  District,  that  petitions  are  in  circu- 
lation in  certain  portions  of  said  district,  Tor  the  purpose 
of  procuring  the  impeachment  or  removal  of  Judge 
Baird.     Therefore — 

Resolved,  That  we,  members  of  the  Bar  of  Washing- 
ton county,  do  hereby  declare  our  eniire  confidence 
in  the  judicial  uprightness  and  ability  of  the  Hon. 
Thomas  H.  Baird,  President  Judge  of  the  14th  Judicial 
District  of  Pennsylvania,  and  cheerfully  bear  attesta- 
tion to  his  iiidustry  and  efficiency  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  dutir-s. 


WisHiwoTow,  Pa.  13. 
Stei-ens  who  commited  the  assault  on  Judge  Baird, 
appeared  at  the  last  term  of  the  court  of  Fayette  coun- 
ty, plead  guilty,  and  was  sentenced  to  undergo  an  im- 
prisonment in  the  jail  of  the  county  for  the  teim  of  one 
year,  to  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  dollars  and  costs  of  prosecu- 
tion, and  to  enter  into  a  recognizance  of  $1000,  with 
two  sureties  each  in  the  sum  of  $500  more,  to  stand 
committed  until  this  sentence  be  complied  with. 


John  H.  Ewing, 
B.  S.  Stewart, 
A.  G.  Acheson, 
Geo.  W.  Acheson, 
S.  M'Farland, 


John  L.  Gow, 
Wm.  K.  McDonald, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
James  Watson. 


HISTORICAL  NOTES. 
Br  Redmowd  Contisg-'iam. 

Turn  to  page  517  of  votes  of  Assembly,  volume  4th. 

Extracts:  "  The  Nation  of  Indians  called  the  Shawa- 
nese  and  Southern  Indians  who  being  rendered  uneasy 
by  their  neighbors,  came  up  to  Conestoga  about  the 
year  1698,  making  about  sixty  families,  and  desired 
leave  of  the  Susquehanna  Indians,  who  then  lived 
there,  to  settle  on  that  river.  That  these  Susquehanna 
Indians  applied  to  this  Government,  that  the  Shawa- 
nese  might  be  admitted  to  settle,  and  that  they  would 
become  answerable  for  their  good  behaviour.  That 
the  first  Proprietary,  William  Penn,  Esquire,  arriving 
soon  after  this  transaction,  the  Chiefs  of  the  Shawanese 
and  Susquehanna  Indians  came  to  this  city,  and  renew- 
ing their  said  application,  the  Proprietary  agreed  to 
their  settlement,  whereupon  the  Shawanese  came  un- 
der the  protection  of  this  Government.  From  that 
time,  great  numbers  of  those  Indians  followed  them, 
and  settled  on  the  Susquehanna,and  the  upper  parts  of 
Delaware.  That  as  they  had  joined  themselves  to  the 
Susquehanna  Indians  who  were  dependant  on  the  Five 
Nations,  they  thereby  fell  also  under  their  protec, 
tion." 

From  the  Report  made  to  the  Hon.  Robert  H.  Mor- 
ris, Esquire,  by  the  Council. 

ROBERT  STRETTEL, 
JOSEPH  TURNER, 
THOMAS   CADWALLADER. 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  22,  1755. 

Note: — "  The  original  manuscript  from  which  the 
report  was  printed  in  the  Votes  of  Assembly,  contains 
the  true  figures  1678. 

The  manuscript  is  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth." 

In  the  Report  as  printed,  there  are  two  very  impor- 
tant errors.  The  first  isthe  date  1698,  instead  of  I 
This  error  easily  appears,  for  in  the  same  reptfrt  it  is 
stated  tlvat  William  Penn  arrived  after  the  transaction 
as  William  Penn  arrived  in  1682,  this  could  not  happen 
But  the  manuscript  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  lh« 
Commonwealth  show  that  about  sixty  families  of  In- 
dians who  were  disturbed  in  their  possessions  in  Caro 
lina  in  the  year  1678,  obtained  a  resting  place  at- the 
mouth  ot  the  Conestoga-  Thus  this  difficulty  is  re- 
moved. 

Gordon  in  his  History  of  Pennsylvania,  page  514, 
says  "  the  Shawanese  had  retained  permission  to  settle 
in  the  Province  in  1698,"  the  figure  nine  being  insert- 
ed instead  of  seven  in  the  votes  of  Assembly,  proba- 
bly led  him  info  the  same  error 
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The  next  error  13  the  following' — "the  Chiefs  of  the 
Shawanese  and  Susquehanna  Indians  came  lo  this  city 
and  renewing  their  said  application."  It  rtiight  be  na- 
turally inferred  from  the  words  to  this  city,  that  the 
Great  Treaty  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  but  the  Coun- 
cil only  state  that  the  Chiefs  came  "  to  this  city," 
meaning  Philadelphia,  but  do  not  mention  where  the 
Indian  Conference  was  held.  It  follows,  however,  that 
if  the  treaty  was  not  made  in  Philadelphia,  it  was  made 
in  its  immediate  vicinity,  and  there  was  no  place  so 
well  suited  for  that  purpose  at  that  time,  as  Shacka- 
maxan.  Big  Beaver  who  mentioned  this  particular- 
ly in  1753,  establishes  the  fact.  The  reason  why  the 
speech  of  Big  Beaver  does  not  appear  in  the  printed 
account  of  the  Treaty  made  at  Carlisle,  is  explained  on 
page  528  of  the  fourth  volume  of  the  votes  of  Assem- 
bly, "  because  it  was  thought  to  relate  more  particular- 
ly to  the  Proprietary  than  to  the  Province." 

Teedyuscung  referred  to  the  Treaty  at  Shackamax- 
an.     Shingas  in  a  speech,  relates  the  same  occurrence. 

The  reason  why  the  "  Minutes  of  the  Indian  Con- 
ference in  relation  to  the  Great  Treaty  made  with  Wil- 
liam Penn  at  the  Big  Tree,  Shackamaxan,  on  the  four- 
teenth of  the  tenth  month,  1682,"  cannot  now  be 
found,  may  be  explained,  "because  they  were  thought 
to  relate  more  particularly  to  the  Proprietary  than  to 
the  Province,"  and  therefore  were  kept  among  the 
private  papers  of  the  Proprietary. 

I  again  refer  to  the  letter  of  Andrew  Montour,  dated 
in  June,  1756,  and  to  the  "  Tuscarora  War  Fires," 
where  references  were  made  to  the  Treaty  held  at 
Shackamaxan,  by  the  principal  Indian'Orators,  also  to 
the  letter  of  George  Croghan,  dated  Philadelphia,  Dec. 
13,  1756,  to  William  Denny,  Esquire,  Governor.  I 
have  given  references  which  readily  can  be  had  to  sub- 
stantiate that  Indian  families  removed  from  Carolina  in 
1678,  and  settled  near  the  mouth  of  the  Conestoga — 
also  from  Virginia  in  1677,  and  settled  on  flats  on  the 
Susquehanna. — The  speeches  of  Indians  at  several  Con- 
ferences referring  to  the  Treaty  at  Shackamaxan. 

I  have  not  depended  on  traditions.but  have  examined 
the  early  histories  of  the  Southern  Colonies,  and  the 
papers  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  thus  have  been  enabled  to  detect  error  and 
remove  doubts. 

HISTORICAL  NOTES. 

In  the  year  1676,  during  the  rebellion  of  Nathaniel 
Bacon  in  Virginia,  a  number  of  Indian  families  fled  for 
security  to  the  Susquehanna.  These  Indians  were 
known  in  Pennsylvania  by  the  name  of  Shawanese  or 
Southern  Indians. 

Reference  to  the  Treaty  with  the  Indians  in  1722, 
also  in  1729. 

It  was  not  uncommon  for  the  Indians  to  compare  the 
condition  of  their  Nation  to  a  Tree. 

Extract  from  a  speech  of  a  Conestoga  Indian  in 
1732. 

"  As  the  Tree  put  forth  its  leaves  in  the  Spring,  so 
our  women  plant  the  corn  while  we  fish,  and  as  the 
tree  increases  in  strength  and  branches,  so  our  youth  as 


they  become  men,  increase  the  strength  and  force  of 
our  Nation." 

I  would  refer  to  Gordon's  History  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  further  particulars  in  relation  to  the  Great  Treaty 
made  with  William  Penn  on  the  fourteenth  of  the  tenth 
month,  (December  and  not  October)  1682,  with  the 
Indians  at  Shackamaxan. 

Gordon's  History,  page  603. 

The  year  formerly  commenced  with  March  as  the 
first  month,  therefore,  December  is  meant. 

William  Penn  landed  at  New  Castle  on  the  24th  of 
October,  and  in  Chester  he  writes  on  the  29th  of  the 
tenth  month,  1682 — "I  have  been  also  at  New  York, 
Long  Island,  East  Jersey,  and  Maryland,  in  which  I 
have  had  good  and  eminent  service  for  the  Lord." 

"The  Treaty  under  the  Elm,"  probably  was  never 
placed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth as  it  comprehended  no  purchase  from  the  In- 
dians, but  a  promise  of  protection  and  of  "  ground  on 
which  they  could  take  their  rest."  From  William 
Penn  I  have  followed  each  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence 
in  connection  with  the  Great  Treaty,  and  from  them 
infer  that  it  was  held  on  the  14th  of  December,  1682. 
REDMOND  CONYNGHAM. 


LEHIGH  COAL   AND  NAVIGATION  COMPANY. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Lehigh  Coal 
and  Navigation  Company,  to  the  Stockholders. — 
January  12,  1835. 

Since  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  experience  of 
another  year  has  furnished  satisfactory  proof  of  the 
strength  and  permanence  of  the  Navigation  and  other 
works  on  the  Lehigh,  the  whole  of  which  are  now  in 
good  condition. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  1833,  as  mentioned  in  the 
last  report,  a  portion  of  the  coal  was  of  necessity 
brought  down,by  the  channels  of  the  Delaware.in  box- 
boats  or  arks.  We  have  now  tlie  pleasure  of  congratu- 
lating the  Stockholders  that  the  use  of  this  kind  of  boat 
is  altogether  discontinued,  and  that  there  has  been  no 
material  interruption  of  navigation  during  the  past 
year  on  the  Delaware  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal. 

The  derangement  of  general  business  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  1834,  made  the  prospects  of  the 
coal  trade  in  the  spring  extremely  discouraging;  but  the 
extension  of  an  approachable  market,  by  means  of  the 
Morris  Canal  and  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  ena- 
bled the  Company,  notwithstanding  the  general  depres. 
sion,  to  extend  their  sales  to  upwards  ot  ninety  thou- 
sand tons,  a  quantity  considerably  larger  than  they  ever 
before  sold  in  one  year. 

The  several  canals  connecting  with  our  mines  now 
exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  fur- 
nish the  company  with  the  means  of  supplying  the 
large  and  populous  districts  through  which  they  pass 
with  coal  at  less  expense  than  it  can  be  sent  there  from 
any  other  region-  Coal  has  to  a  considerable  extent 
been  introduced  to  public  notice,  and  brought  into  use 
along  these  several  lines,  and  a  foundation  laid 
for  a  great  and  increasing  demand  for  it  on  all  of 
them. 

By  means  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  coal 
was  sent  during  the  last  year  directly  from  Mauch 
Chunk  to  New  York  witliout  trans-shipment;  and  a 
depot,  prepared  by  the  Company  at  Perth  Amboy, 
which  is  generally  accessible  from  New  York  and  the 
ocean,  even  during  winter,  by  vessels  of  the  largest 


1835.  J 


ADMIRALTY  DECISION. 


119 


size,  has  been  stocked  with  coal.  At  present  this 
Canal  can  be  entered,  without  transshipment,  only  at 
Bordentown;  but  access,  by  means  of  its  feeder,  from 
some  eligible  point  on  the  Delaware  Canal,  will  no 
doubt  speedily  be  furnished,  and  the  expense  of  the 
circuitous  route,  via  Bristol  and  Bordentown,  and 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  of  lockage 
will  be  saved  on  .all  the  coal  going  eastward  by  this 
route. 

The  Managers  anticipate  th.it  the  depot  at  Perth 
Amboy  will  prove  a  valuable  acquisition,  and  will  be- 
come an  important  port  for  shipping  coal  to  the  Eastern 
states,  for  which  the  coasting  trade  of  New  York  will 
furnish  a  supply  of  vessels  wanting  return  cargoes. — 
New  York  itself  wiU  be  supplied  by  boats  direct  from 
Mauch  Chunk  through  one  of  the  Jersey  canals;  or  by 
sea  from  Philadelphia,  should  freights  fall  below  the 
charges  on  the  canals. 

Under  a  contract  with  the  Morris  Canal  Company, 
nearly  twenty-seven  thousand  tons  of  coal  were  trans- 
ported in  the  past  year  on  that  Canal,  chiefly  to  New 
ark,  the  coasting  trade  of  which  place,  together  with  its 
large  import  of  lumber  and  other  articles  from  Albany, 
furnished  a  demand  for  return  freights,  and  thus  ena- 
bled us  to  supply  Albany  and  other  places  along  the 
Hudson,  as  well'as  some  of  the  eastern  ports,  at  lower 
rales  than  heretofore.  A  new  contract,  and  on  more 
favorable  terms  than  the  foimer,  has  been  entered  into 
with  that  Company  for  transporting  a  large  quantity  of 
coal  during  the  present  year  to  the  different  markets  on 
their  canal,  to  Newark,  and  also  to  New  York,  without 
trans-shipment. 

The  demand  for  coal  having,  in  consequence  of  the 
general  depression,  been  much  below  the  estimate  made 
a  year  ago,  a  large  stock  is  left  on  hand,  including  a 
surplus  from  1833. 

1  he  prospects  for  our  next  season's  coal  business 
are,  however,  very  promising.  1  he  demand  will  no 
doubt  be  large,  as  the  overstock  of  former  years  will  be 
chiefly  consumed,  and  we  have  the  means  of  placing 
coal  in  the  market  on  terms  at  least  as  favorable  as  from 
any  other  source,  which,  in  addition  to  the  deservedly 
high  character  of  Lehigh  coal,  will  insure  us  a  fair  share 
in  the  supply.  Contracts  have  been  made  for  mining 
and  delivering  on  board  of  boats  at  Mauch  Chunk, 
both  from  the  old  mines  and  from  those  at  Room 
Run. 

The  total  quantity  of  coal  shipped  froin  Mauch  CInmk 
during  the  year  1834,  was  one  hundred  and  six  thou- 
sand five  hundred  tons,  the  greater  portion  of  winch 
passed  into  the  Delaware  division  of  the  State  Canal — 
The  amount  paid  by  the  Company  to  the  Common- 
wealth for  tollage  on  that  canal,  in  the  past  season,  was 
twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  anr"  eight  dollars  and 
ten  cents;  in  addition  to  which,  the  coal  purchased  at 
Mauch  Chunk,  and  other  freight  to  and  from  the 
Lehigh,  carried  by  individuals  on  their  own  account, 
must  have  yielded  a  considerable  sum  to  the  State. 

The  general  business  on  the  Lehigh  Canal  is  gradu- 
ally increasing,  but  the  connection  with  the  Susque- 
hanna by  Canal  and  rail  road  is  necessary  to  bring  it 
into  full  vigour.  Efforts  are  now  making  at  Wilkes- 
barre  for  a  rail  road  to  connect  that  place  with  the  Le- 
high at  Wright's  Creek,  the  distance  being  by  survey 
but  fourteen  miles.  By  a  branch  of  this  road  to  the 
Nanticoke  Pond,  and  thence  by  the  North  Branch  Ca- 
nal to  Berwick,  the  distance  is  ascertained  to  be  not 
greater  from  Wright's  Creek  to  Berwick  than  by  the 
route  of  the  Nescopec  Canal.  The  managers  believe 
that  this  rail  road  would  suffice  for  bringing  to  the  Le- 
high Canal,  and  to  the  Delaware  division  of  the  State 
Canal  the  trade  of  the  West  and  North  Branches  of  the 
Susquehanna,  until  the  transportation  should  become 
so  large  as  to  induce  capitalists  to  construct  the  Nes- 
copec Canal.  The  securing  the  completion  of  these 
two  works,  and  by  them  the  benefits  of  the  immense 
trade  of  those  two  branches  of  the  Susquehanna  to  the 


whole  length  of  the  Lehigh  Navigation,  and  to  the  De- 
laware Canal,  may  no  doubt  be  effected  by  the  perse- 
vering attention  of  the  Company  to  promoting  the 
early  extension  of  the  ascending  navigation  to  Wright's 
Creek. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  freight  which  has 
been  transported  on  the  Lehigh  Canal  during  the  past 
season,  viz. 

Tons.     cwt. 
Coal,  106,518     05 

Grain,  908     06 

Flour,  2,700    09 

Salt,  525     05 

Salt  Fish,  Beef  and  Pork,  286     16 

Other  provisions,  184     02 

Beer,  Porter  and  Cider,  9     14 

Whiskey,  340     03 

Hay  and  straw,  84     13 

Lumber,  3,461     05 

Cord  Wood,  1,863     10 

Bricks,  42     15 

Slate,  110     00 

Lime  and  Limestone,  4,013     15 

Other  Stone  and  Plaster,  3,085     19 

Iron,  343     18 

Iron  Ore,  1,378     05 

Pitch,  Tar  and  Rosin,  8      12 

Merchandise,  3,218    06 

Total,         129,083     18 
The  amount  of  tonnage,  exclusive  nfconl,  was 

In  1834,  22,565  tons  13  cwt. 

During  the  past  year  the  rents  of  Real  Estate  and 
Water  Powers,  accruing  chiefly  at  Mauch  Chunk  and 
Snuth  Easton,  have  produced  a  net  income  of  about  five 
thousand  dollars,  and  they  will  doubtless  continue  to 
increase.  At  the  latter  place  a  Merchant  and  Grist 
mill  has  been  erected,  and  a  Cotton  Factory  is  now 
about  being  commenced. 

The  Managers  anticipate  extensive  sales  of  town  lots 
and  water  power  in  the  present  year  at  South  Easton, 
which  must  speedily  become  a  manufacturing  place  of 
importance,  from  the  large  jiower  located  there, 
and  the  number  of  establishments    already  in   opera- 

The  Stockholders  are  referred  to  the  Treasurer's 
Report  for  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  to  the  Report 
of  the  Dividend  Committee  for  the  result  of  the  business 
of  the  vear. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers, 

JOSEPH  WATSON, 

President. 
Philabt.lphia,  Jan.  12,  1835. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
ADMIRALTY  DECISION, 
In  the  Dislrid  Court  of  ike  United  Stales,  for  the  East- 
em  District  of  Pennsyhania- 
January  23d,  1835. 

Thackary  and  Crilly    "^ 

V.  \    Sur  Libel  for 

The  American  Boat        T 

"Farmer  of  Salem."  J    Wages. 

This  was  a  Libel  for  wages  alleged  to  be  due  for  ser- 
vices performed  by  the  Libellants,  as  Mariners,  on  the 
high  seas.  The  Libel  concluded  with  a  prayer  for 
process  of  attachment,  &c.  The  Boat,  which  was  of 
forty-two  tons  and  upwards  burthen,  plied  between  the 
city  or  port  of  Philadelphia,  and  Cooper's  Creek,  a 
small  stream  which  is  nearly  opposite  thereto,  and  is- 
sues into  the  Delaware  from  the  Jersey  side  of  the  river. 
The  vessel  was  employed  in  bringing  wood  for  fuel 
from  the  Creek  to  the  city,  and  in  no  other  service.-— 
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On  application  to  the  Judge,  at  his  chambers,  the  pro- 
cess prayed  for  in  the  Libel  was  refused,  and  on  a  sub- 
sequent day. 

Hopkinson,  J.  delivered  his  opinion  in   open  court. 

The  Libel  in  this  case  was  presented  to  me,  at  my 
chambers,  on  the  16th  of  December  last,  concluding 
with  a  prayer  for  process  of  attachment  ag-ainst  the  ves- 
sel, and  that  she  should  be  condemned  and  sold  for  the 
payment  of  the  wages  claimed  by  the  Libeilants.  The 
Libel  contained  the  usual  allegation,  supported  by  the 
affidavit  of  one  of  the  Libeilants,  "that  the  said  boat 
or  vessel  is  about  to  proceed  to  sea  before  the  expira- 
tion often  days  next,  after  the  delivery  of  her  cargo." 
I  declined  to  order  the  process  asked  for,  and  think  it 
is  incumbent  upon  me,  to  give  my  reasons  fordoing  so, 
and  the  more  so  as  the  occasion  is  a  fit  one  for  an  en- 
deavour to  bring  within  some  rule  or  principle,  a  class 
of  cases,  which  is  now  growing  upon  the  admiralty 
jurisdiction  of  this  court. 

The  Libel  states,  that  the  Libellant,  Marmaduke 
Thackary,  on  the  13th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1834,  at 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  said  District,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Jacob  Crawford,  master  of  the  Amerion  boat 
(of  forty-two  tons  and  upwards)  "Farmer  of  Salem" 
shipped,  as  a  mariner  on  board  the  said  boat,  to  per- 
form  voyages  on  the  high  seas,  and  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  court,  to  wit  from  the  said  port  of  Philadel- 
phia and  Cooper's  Creek,  at  the  following  rate  of  wages, 
to  wit,  two  voyages  at  g2,50  each;  one  at  $3;  two  voy- 
ages at  $1,50  each,  and  seven  trips  at  $2  each.  The 
claim  of  the  other  Libellant  is  set  out  substantially,  in 
the  same  manner. 

There  is  certainly  no  want  of  formality  in  this  Libel, 
and  if  we  were  not  permitted  to  look  out  of  it,  there 
would  be  no  want  of  jurisdiction  in  this  court  over  the 
subject  matter  of  it.  The  known  truth  of  the  case  is 
this.  Cooper's  Creek  is  a  sm.all  stream  issuing  into  the 
Delaware  from  the  Jersey  side  of  the  river,  about  two 
miles  above  the  city  or  port  of  Philadelphia.  The  boat 
in  question  was  employed  in  bringing  wood  for  fuel  from 
this  Creek  to  the  city,  and  in  no  other  service,  making 
her  voyages,  as  they  are  called  in  the  Libel  at  the  rate 
of  about  two  in  every  week.  It  appears  that  she  per- 
formed twelve  of  these  voyages  in  about  six  weeks  — 
The  Libeilants  were  hired  and  paid  by  the  trip,  by  a 
verbal  agreement,  in  the  manner  of  hiring  common  la- 
borers. Their  duty  was  to  take  this  boat  to  and  fro, 
between  the  city  and  the  creek,  and  to  load  and  unload 
the  wood  brought  by  her  to  market.  The  time  of  the 
passage  could  seldom  exceed  an  hour,  and  must  have 
been  frequently  done  in  a  shorter  period.  Such  were 
the  services  and  the  voyages  on  the  high  seas,  which  are 
made  the  foundation  for  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of 
admiralty  for  the  recovery  of  the  wages  of  the  Libei- 
lants as  mariners. 

Apphcations  have  so  multiplied  for  admiralty  process 
to  recover  wages  for  services  performed  on  board  of  our 
river  craft,  that  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  make  a 
pause  in  granting  it,  until  I  could  carefully  examine  the 
subject,  and  if  possible  ascertain  the  limit  to  which  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  court  may  rightfully  be  extended  in 
such  cases.  Little  regard  has  been  had  in  these  appli 
cations  to  the  character  of  the  use  or  employment  of 
the  vessel,  the  manner  in  which  she  was  navigated,  or 
the  nature  of  the  contract  and  services  to  be  performed. 
The  common  river  boats,  of  every  size,  have  become 
ships  or  vessels  navigating  the  high  seas  ;  these  daily 
trips,  from  shore  to  shore  of  adjoining  states,  are  voy- 
ages on  the  high  seas,  and  the  loading  and  unloading  of 
wood  and  similar  articles  for  the  market,  brought  from 
places  wiihin  a  few  miles  of  the  city,  for  daily  wages, 
are  denominated  marine  services,  and  maritime  con- 
tracts. No  more  has  been  thought  necessary  to  be 
shown,  than  that  the  thing  floated  on  the  water,  and 
that  the  water  was  within  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide. 
I  have  in  several  of  such  instances  refused  the  process 
demanded  ;  but  it  has  become  necessary  to  dd  it  in  a 


more  formal  way,  and  to  attempt  to  fix  some  rule  for 
the  government  of  similar  cases.  I  confess  that  I  do 
not  expect  to  be  able  to  draw  a  clear  line,  which  will 
decide  the  place  of  every  case  that  can  occur,  to  be 
within  or  without  the  admiralty  jurisdiction,  but  I  hope 
to  fix  some  principles  as  a  guide  for  future  proceedings 
in  this  court,  unless  they  shall  be  rejected  by  a  higher 
authority.  In  pursuing  the  inquiry  into  which  I  am  en- 
tering, I  am  saved  from  the  immense^labour  (so  ably 
performed  by  a  learned  Judge  in  the  case  of  D.  Lovio 
vs.  Boit)  of  tracingthe  history  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
admiralty  through  its  struggles  with  the  common  law 
courts,  and  of  noticing  the  faint,  equivocal  and  chang- 
ing lines  that  have  been  drawn,  from  time  to  time,  be- 
tween the  powers  of  these  courts.  I  shall  not  find  it 
necessary  to  go  beyond  the  constitution,  legislative  acts 
and  judicial  decisions  of  our  own  country  which  are  im« 
perative  upon  this  court,  and  supercede  every  other 
opinion  or  authority  My  examination  of  this  interest- 
ing question  will,  consequently,  be  brought  within, 
comparatively  a  narrow  space,  and  may  be  made  with 
reasonable  brevity. 

By  the  constitution,  the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  is  extended  to  "all  cases  of  admiralty  and  mari- 
time jurisdiction,''  and  the  judicial  act  establishing  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  carrying  into  efTect  the 
jurisdiction  granted  by  the  constitution,  has  awarded 
to  the  district  court  "cognizance  of  all  civil  causes  of 
admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction."  The  inquiry  then 
in  every  question  of  the  power  of  the  court,  arising  un- 
der this  branch  of  its  jurisdiction,  is  whether  the  case  is 
of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction.  This  inquiry 
also  might  lead  us  over  a  vast  space,  but  for  our  present 
purpose,  that'is,  of  determining  whether  the  case  now 
before  the  court  is  one  of  the  description  mentioned,  it 
is  unnecessary  hardly  to  go  farther,  than  to  a  judgment 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  rendered 
with  much  deliberation  and  care.  ' 

The  contract  I  am  required  to  enforce  must  be  mari- 
time, or  I  have  no  right  to  touch  it.  In  order  to  bring 
it  within  this  description  the  hbel  alleges  that  it  was  for 
the  performance  of  services  on  certain  voyages  on  the 
high  sea;  were  the  services  of  the  libellant  rendered  on 
the  Ai'^A  sea  in  the  legal  signification  of  the  terms,'  In 
the  case  of  the  steamboat  "Thomas  JefTerson"  reported 
in  10  Wheat.  428,  this  question  seems  to  have  been 
put  to  rest,  on  principles  long  and  well  established. 
The  opinion  of  the  court  was  delivered  by  Justice  Story. 
It  was  a  suit  brought  in  the  District  Court  of  Kentucky 
for  the  subtraction  of  wages.  The  libel  claimed  them 
on  a  voyage  from  Shippingport  in  that  State,  up  the 
river  Missouri,  and  back  again  to  the  port  of  departure; 
and  the  question  was,  whether  this  case  was  of  admir- 
alty and  maritime  jurisdiction  or  otherwise  within  the 
jurisdiction  ofthe  District  Court. 

I  will  here  remark,  that  this  was  a  case  of  a  steam 
boat,  navigated  as  they  usually  are,  on  a  river  far  from 
the  sea,  but  neither  the  distance  nor  the  manner  of 
navigating  the  boat,  was  made  an  objection  to  the  juris- 
diction. I  may  add,  as  a  matter  cf  notoriety  that  she 
was  employed  in  transporting  passengers  and  merchan- 
dize between  the  places  of  her  departure  ind  destina- 
tion. The  Judge  learned  upon  all  subjects,  and  pecu- 
liarly so  on  this,  states  that  "in  respect  to  contracts  for 
the  hire  of  seamen,  the  admiralty  never  pretends  to 
claim,  nor  could  it  rightfully  exercise,  any  jurisdiction, 
except  in  cases  where  the  service  was  substantially 
performed  upon  the  sea,  or  upon  waters  within  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  the  tide."  Thus,  as  to  the  purposes  of  ju- 
risdiction, in  such  a  case, the  court  decides,  in  full  con- 
formity with  acknowledged  principles  of  law,  that  wa- 
ters which  are  within  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  are 
to  be  considered  as  the  sea;  and  that  a  contract  for 
wages  to  be  earned  on  waters  so  situated  is  a  maritime 
contract;  that  the  service  is  a  marine  service,  and  the 
cause  arising  from  them  is  of  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction  as  fully  as  if  they  related  to  a  voyage  to 
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Europe.  The  judge  presses  the  principle  still  further, 
and  says,  there  is  no  doubt  thiit  the  juiisdiction  exists, 
although  the  commencement  and  termination  of  the 
voyage  may  happen  to  be  at  some  place  beyond  tlie 
reach  of  the  tide."  In  that  case  tlie  libel  was  dismiss- 
ed, for  want  of  jurisdiction,  because  "  the  voyage  not 
only  in  ils  commencement  and  termination,  but  in  all 
its  intermediate  progress,  was  several  hundred  miles 
above  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide." 

If  then  the  locality  of  the  service  were  sufficient  to 
give  jurisdiction  to  the  admirjity  over  a  contract,  it  is 
clear  that  I  should  sustain  the  present  claim.  The 
whole  service  was  performed  on  the  w.iters  of  the  Dela- 
ware within  the  ebb  and  How  of  the  tide.  In  confor- 
mity with  the  doctrine  of  the  Supreme  Court,  1  have 
repeatedly  taken  cognizance  of  claims  for  wages  earned 
in  vessels  plying  as  traders,  cariying  passengers  and 
goods  on  freight,  between  this  port  and  places  on  the 
river  in  the  State  of  Delaware  and  New  Jersey.  In 
the  case  of  the  "  Pekin,"  the  question  was  elaborately 
argued  in  this  court,  and  decided  as  I  have  mentioned. 

But  locality  is  not  of  itself  enough  to  carry  jurisdic- 
tion to  the  admiralty  in  cases  of  contract.  \Ve  must 
also  look  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  contract,  to  the 
nature  of  the  service  and  employment,  and  shall  then 
discover  that  in  some  instances, llie  service  m.'»y  be  done 
strictly  and  truly  on  the  sea,  and  yet  the  cause  will  not 
be  "of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction."  It  is  true 
that  in  cases  of  torts,  injuries  and  offences,  the  jurisdic- 
tion is  settled  by  the  place  where  they  are  committed, 
but  not  so  as  to  contracts.  The  difficulty  we  have  to 
struggle  with  is  to  establish  a  satisfactory  rule  or  line, 
by  which  the  subject  matter  of  the  contract  and  ser- 
vice may  be  clearly  defined.  I  have  acknowledged  my 
inability  to  give  such  a  rule.which  will  be  universal  in  Its 
application.  Each  case  as  it  occurs  must  be  decided 
by  its  circumstances  under  the  control  of  some  princi- 
ple as  nearly  general  as  can  be  obtained  on  a  subject 
so  uncertain  in  its  nature.     It  will  be  easier  to  say,  that 

particular  service   is  not  marine,    than  to  give  a  rule 


ibrace  or  exclude  all  that  ma 


By  referting  again  to  the  case  of  the  "  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson," we  shall  tind  a  principle  which  will  serve  us 
for  a  general  guide,  to  our  inquiries.  It  is  stated  that 
"  the  material  consideration  is  whether  the  service  is 
essentially  a.  maritime  service."  It  is  true  that  tlie  \ 
question  still  remains,  what  is  a  maritime  service?  In 
that  case  the  only  test  alluded  to  was  the  locality  of! 
the  service,  whether  performed  on  tide  water  or  not, 
because  in  that  case  no  other  question  thin  that  of  lo- 
cality arose  or  was  necessary  to  be  examined  or  de-  I 
cided.  The  Libel  was  dismissed  because  the  service 
was  not  done  ftithin  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  and 
therefore  clearly  not  maritime,  however  it  might  have  ; 
been  in  other  respects.  But  the  court  did  not  say  or 
intimate  thtt  every  service  performed  on  tide  water  is 
therefore  and  necessarily  a  maritime  service.  That  it  ' 
was  done  on  tide  water  is  an  essential  circumstance,  i 
but  non  constat,  that  other  circumstances  may  not  also 
be  essential  to  bring  it  under  the  admiralty  jurisdiction. 
Can  we  say— did  that  opinion  mean  to  say,  that  every  ' 
thing  done  upon  the  sea,  or  upon  tide  waters  is  a  ma-  J 
rine  service.'     1  think  not.  i 

In  De  Lovio  V.  Boit,  2  Gall.  4,  8.  Judge  Story  as- 1 
slstsuson  this  point.  He  says  "the  true  iiiterpreta- j 
tion  of  the  words,  things  dune  on  the  sea,  in  th's  con- 
nection would  seem  to  be  all  things  done  touching  the  I 
sea,  i.  e.  maritime  affairs  in  general;  and  this  is  the 
approved  interpretation  asserted  by- the  admiralty." — 
On  page  440,  lie  says,  the  jurisdiction  extends  to  "  all 
cas  s  of  marine  service  or  labour."  In  both  instan- 
ces he  shows  that  something  besides  locality  enters  in- 
to the  question  of  Jurisdiction;  that  we  must  attend  to 
the  nature  of  the  tranaction,  the  kind  of  service  or  ' 
l.ibour,  and  inquire  whether  they  relate  to  maritime 
affairs  or  not — and  not  merely  to  the  place  where  they 
arc  done.  If  a  thing  done,  or  a  contract  made  in  fact  I 
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upon  the  land,  is  considered  to  have  been  done  on  the 
sea,  provided  that  it  relates  to  maritime  affiiirs,  we  but 
follow  out  the  same  re,ison,  or  turn  it  back  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  saying  that  if  the  contract  or  thing  does  not  re- 
late to  maritime  affairs,  if  the  service  or  labour  is  not 
in  iiself  maritime,  they  will  not  be  taken,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction,  to  have  been  done  on  the  sea,  al- 
though in  f.ict  they  were  so.  The  circumstance  of  the 
where  the  thing  is'done  follows  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
and  as  that  is  maritime  or  otherwise,  the  jurisdiction 
prevails,  or  is  denied.  In  the  case  of  the  "Jerusalem"* 
the  same  Judge  gives  the  law.as  he  did  in  the  "Thomas 
Jefferson."  "The  true  doctrine  was  always  asserted 
by  the  learned  judges  of  the  admiralty,  and  has  been 
recently  recognized  by  Justice  BuUer,  that  the  juris- 
diction, as  to  contracts  depends  not  upon  the  locality, 
but  upon  the  subject  matter  of  the  contract;"  and  he 
adds,  that  the  admiralty  has  "  perfect  jurisdiction  over 
all  maritime  contracts."  'I  o  be  a  maritime  contract,  as 
1  have  before  s.iid,  it  is  not  enough  that  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  it,  the  consideration,  the  service  is  to  be  done  on 
the  sea.  it  must  have  a  connection  with  the  navigation 
of  the  ship,  or  with  her  equipment,  or  preservation,  or 
with  the  maintenance  and  preservation  of  the  crew,  who 
are  necessary  to  the  navi^.ation  and  safety  of  the  ship. 
Thus  a  carpenter,  a  surgeon,  a  steward,  though  not 
strictly  marines,  or  seamen,  may  all  sue  for  their  wages 
in  the  admiralty  because  they  contribute  in  their  sever- 
al ways  to  the  preservation  and  support  of  the  vessel  and 
her  crew. 

With  all  his  aid  we  meet  with  embarrassing  difficul- 
ties in  every  attempt  to  designate  a  clear  line,  which 
will  separate  with  saiisfaction  and  consistency  in  all 
its  parts,  cases  of  contract  and  service  arising  on  rivers 
into  which  the  tide  flows,  proper  for  the  admiralty  ju- 
risdictitin,  from  those  which  are  not  so.  On  the  sea, 
extra  fauces  terrm,  the  difficulty  is  hardly  at  this  lime 
felt,  having  been  removeil,  or  cut  down  by  judicial  de- 
cisions, as  ill  the  cases  of  the  carpenter,  surgeon,  &c. 
But  we  have  no  such  description  of  the  vessel  or  her 
employment,  or  the  services  of  those  on  board  of  her 
navigating  our  rivers,  as  will  at  once  decide  the  ques- 
tion uf  jurisdictiim.  The  circumstances  of  any  given 
case,  the  kind  of  vessel,  the  business  she  is  engageil  in, 
the  places  between  which  she  is  navigated  may  make 
it  apparent,  that  it  cannot  be  one  for  the  cognizance  of 
the  admiralty,  without  furnishing  a  general  rule  of  ex- 
clusion. Cases  will  readily  occur  to  the  legal  mind  in 
which  although  the  service  is  performed  on  the  sea,  or 
within  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide,  no  doubt  can  be 
entertained,  that  it  is  in  no  sense,  a  maritime  service, 
and  cannot  be  cogniza'de  in  the  admiralty. 

Nor  does  it  depend  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
vessel  is  equipped,  with  or  without  masts  and  sails;  nor 
upon  the  power  by  which  she  may  be  propelled  by  sails, 
by  oars,  or  by  steam.  Steamboats  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  trade,  or  commerce,  are  clearly  subject  to  this 
jurisdiction;  and  a  learned  Judge  in  another  district,has 
considered  lighters  employed  on  tide  waters,  in  the 
carriage  of  goods  to  and  from  shipping,  to  be  under 
this  jurisdiction.  On  the  other  hand,  boats  having 
masts  and  sails  may  nevertheless  be  clearly  without  it; 
such  as  ferryboats  used  on  the  tide  watersof  our  rivers, 
and  plying  from  shore  to  shore  befsveen  two  States. — 
Also  numerous  boats  of  various  sizes  which  are  em- 
ployed daily  i.i  bringing  fruit  and  vegetable  to  the  mar- 
ket. I  think  no  one  would  hesitate  to  say  that  such 
vessels  can  with  no  legal  propriety,  be  said  to  perform 
voyages  on  the  high  seas;  nor  that  the  persons  em- 
ployed on  board  of  them,  hired  by  the  trip,  or  other- 
wise, are  mariners  engaged  in  maritime  services.  In- 
deed they  are  gt-nerally  loaded  and  unloaded  and  navi- 
gated, by  men  who  come  from  the  liehls  and  orchards, 
which  they  have  cultivated,  and  bring  the  produce  of 
their  labour  to  its  market.     They  are  farmers  and  gar- 
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deners  eithei-   for  tliem>;elves  or  hired  by  others,  and 
not  sailors.      If  we  should  take  the  language  of  the  Su- 


Court, 


the  case  quoted  in  its  broadest  sign 


cation,  such  boats  so  employed  and  those  who  navigate 
them,  would  be  subject  to  the  admiralty  jurisdiction. 
The  service  is  performed  "upon  waters  within  the  ebb 
and  flow  of  the  tide."  But  as  I  have  before  said,  the 
court  had  in  their  view  only  the  case  before  them.which 
turned  entirirly  on  the  locality  of  the  service,  and  as  to 
that  they  decided  that  the  jurisdiction  depended  on 
the  fact  whether  it  was  done  upon  tide  water  or  not. — 
We  have  seen  that  Ihey  thouglit,  as  a  general  proposi- 
tion, that  the  "material  consideration  \va3  whether  the 
service  was  essentially  a  maritime  service;"  and  they 
applied  the  principle  only  to  the  case  before  them;  de- 1 
ciding  that  it  was  nut  there  a  marilime  service  because 
it  was  not  performed  on  the  sea,  or  on  tide  waters,  but 
not  intimating  that  that  circumstance  alone  would  make 
a  service  maritime. 

The  character  of  the  service,  whether  maritime  or 
not,  will  depend  not  only  upon  the  particular  business 
or  employment  of  the  individual  on  board  of  the  vessel 
but  also  upon  the  business  or  employment  of  the  vessel. 
Thus  a  vessel  may  be  navigated  for  foreign  commerce 
on  the  broad  ocean,  but  persons  maybe  hired  on  board 
of  her  for  services,  which  could  not  be  called  marine 
and  of  which  ibe  admiralty  would  take  no  cognizance. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  individual  may  be  engaged  in 
the  actual  navigation  of  the  vessel,  btit  she  may  be  so 
employed,  that  no  service  on  board  of  her,  can  be  con- 
sidered to  be  maritime.  In  regard  to  the  character  of 
the  vessel  or  the  business  in  which  she  is  engaged, 
which  is  the  object  of  our  present  inquiry,  it  is  not 
questioned  that  those  employed  in  fureign  commerce 
are  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty.  As  to  those 
which  are  employed  on  our  tide  waters,  in  going  from 
place  to  place  in  the  United  States,  I  hold  them  also  to  | 
be  underthe  samejurisdiction,  provided  they  are  occu- 
pied in  the  business  of  tr.ade  and  commerce,  in  a  liberal 
and  fair  meaning  of  the  terms,  in  which  I  do  not  include  I 
the  petty  traffic  of  market  or  ferry  boats,  nor  the  car- 
riage of  fuel  to  a  city  from  its  neighborhood,  and  other 
services  of  the  same  description.  I  am.aware  that  there  ! 
is  a  want  of  precision  in  this  rule,  and  it  is  intended  I 
only  as  a  general  guide.  In  every  particular  case,  the  I 
Judge  must  decide,  from  its  circumstances,  whether  i 
the  employment  of  the  vessel  is  in  the  business  cf  trade 
or  not;  for  so  far  1  think  the  rule  may  be  relied  on —  I 
The  uncertainty  is  as  to  whit  should  be  considered  to 
be  trade  and  commerce.  This  criterion  is  not  without 
support  by  good  authoritj'.  Judge  Winchester,  whose 
learning  in  the  admir.lty  law  is  highly  and  justly  ex- 
tolled by  Judge  Story  adverts  to  it.  '  He  says,  1  Peters, 
Adm.  R.  235,  "  Within  the  cognizance  of  this  jurisdic- 
tion are  all  affairs  relating  to  vessels  in  trade,  and  the 
owners  thereof  as  such;  and  all  matters  which  concern 
owners,  proprietors  of  ships,  as  such,"  &:c.,  again, 
"  whatever  is  of  a  maritime  nature,  either  by  way  of 
navigation  upon  the  sea,  or  negotiation  at  or  beyond 
sea,  in  the  way  of  marine  trade  or  commeree."  In  con- 
formity with  this  rational  and  intelhgible  doctrine, — 
Jude  Story,  2  Gall.  468,  says  that  the  words 
"admiralty"  and  "marine  jurisdictioii"  include  "  all 
transactions  and  proceedings  rel.itive  to  commerce 
and  navigation,  and  to  damages  or  injuries  upon  the 
sea." 

If  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  act  of  Congress  for 
"the  government  of  seamen  in  the  merchant  service," 
under  the  provisions  and  authority  of  which  this  libel  is 
filed  and  the  process  of  the  court  demanded,  many 
very  direct  argumei.ls  and  inferences  present  them 
selves  to  induce  us  to  believe,  that  a  case  like  this  neVer 
could  have  been  in  the  conlemplat  on  of  Congress  in 
making  the  regulations,  particularly  as  to  the  hiring  of 
seamen  and  the  recovery  of  their  wages,  found  in  that 
law.  But  I  content  myself  with  this  general  reference 
to  it,  as  a  particular  analysis  would  require  a  longer  ex- 


amination and  discussion  than  the  occasion  calls  for  or 
would  warrant. 

The  general  result  to  which  my  inquiry  into  this  sub- 
ject has  brought  me,  is  that  as  to  torts,  injuries  and 
offences,  locality  gives  jurisdiction;  but  as  to  contracts, 
there  must  be  something  more.  It  is  not  enough  that 
the  s?rvice  performed,  or  to  be  performed,  is  on  the 
high  sea,  or  on  tide  water,  it  must  in  its  subject  matter 
be  maritime;  it  must  have  some  relation  to  trade  and 
commerce;  some  connection  with  a  vessel  employed 
in  trade,  with  her  equipments,  her  preservation,  or  the 
preservation  of  their  crew.  Thus  a  carpenter,  a  surgeon, 
a  steward  all  contribute,  in  their  several  ways,  to  the 
preservation  of  the  ship,  or  her  crew.  But  if  the  mas- 
ter should  take  with  him  a  servant  whose  sole  business 
should  be  to  shave  him,  or  comb  his  hair,  or  another 
to  amuse  him  with  a  violin,  the  service  would  be  per- 
formed on  the  high  sea,  but  would  it  be  a  maritime 
contract  or  service,  for  which  the  ship  could  be  libelled 
and  attached  in  the  admiralty,  or  her  owners  be  made 
personally  responsible  by  any  process. 

In  a  late  case  in  this  court,  a  libel  was  filed  for  wages 
earned  on  board  of  a  boat  employed  in  going  from 
place  to  place,  on  bays  and  rivers,  or  tide  water,  in 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
North  Carolina,  carrying  a  museum  of  curiosities, 
which  were  exhibited  in  the  boat,  at  the  various  places 
at  which  she  stopped.  She  had  no  other  object  The 
libellants  were  engaged  as  musicians  for  the  exhibition, 
but  occasionally  assisted,  at  their  pleasure  in  rowing 
the  boat,  when  the  sails  could  not  be  used.  She  was  a 
large  canal  boat.  I  dismissed  the  libel  on  the  ground, 
that  the  contract  and  services  of  the  libellants  could  in 
no  sense,  be  considered  maritime,  although  performed 
on  tide  water;  on  the  other  hand  I  sustained  the  libel  of 
the  crew  of  the  steam  boat  Ohio,  plying  between  this 
port  and  Delaware  city  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  for 
she  was  employed  not  only  in  taking  passengers,  but  in 
the  transportation  of  merchandise  between  her  port  of 
departure  and  places  in  the  northern  and  western 
states,  which  is  strictly  a  trading  service  or  employment. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  whether  a  boat  carrying  only 
passengers  would  or  woidd  not  be  within  the  same 
rule. 

I  have  thus  given,  not  perhaps  as  concisely  as  it 
might  have  been  done,  a  view  of  the  reasons,  which 
determined  me  to  refuse  the  process  prayed  for  by  the 
libellants  in  this  case.  If  they  are  not  altogether  pre- 
cise and  satisfactory,  it  may  be  because  the  subject  is 
not  susceptible  of  a  rule,  which  will  be  certain  and 
universal  in  its  application,  or  because  I  have  not  the 
ability  to  define  it  with  accuracy  and  clearness.  Having 
taken  upon  myself  to  refuse  to  attach  and  detain  the 
vessel  at  my  chambers,  I  was  obliged  to  do  so  without 
argument,  as  that  would  have  produced  a  delay  injuri- 
ous and  expensive  to  the  party  I  thought  not  to  be 
amenable  to  this  court.  Occasions  may  occur  hereafter 
when  this  subject  may  be  more  fully  considered  and 
more  satisfactorily  decided. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
COUNCIL  DOCUMENTS. 
The  following  are  the  principal  reports  made  at  the 
last  meeting  of  Councils. 

The  select  joint  committee  appointed  on  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  citizens,    suggesting  to    Councils  a   sub- 
ptionin  behalf  of  the  city  to  the  eiock  ofa  company. 


for  budding  and  maintaining  Tow-  Boats  on  the  ...-- 
1  Delaware,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report,  "That  in 
tlie  discharge  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  them  by 
Councils,  tliey  learned  that  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
in  its  session  of  1832  and  1833,  authorized  a  Company, 
for  constructing  and  using  steam  boats,  for  towing  ves- 
sels, between  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  the  Ocean,  or 
to  and  from  any  of  the  ports  or  points  on  the  Delaware, 
'  between  the  city  and  the  Atlantic. 
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That  the  capital  stock:  of  the  Company,  was  fixed  at 
$75,000,  and  resolutions  were  enacted  for  the  proper 
disposition  of  the  stock  and  the  transaction  of  the  busi- 
ness of  tlie  Company.  Various  circumstances  prevent- 
ed the  citizens  from  giving  proper  attention  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  incorporation,  until  the  present 
winter,  when  the  closing'  of  the  liver  Delaware  by  ice 
and  the  consequent,  suspension  of  navigation,  have  re- 
called to  the  minds  of  the  citizens,  the  imjiortance  of 
the  proposed  company  and  the  necessity  of  the  boats  to 
the  prosperity  of  our  city's  commerce. 

Subscriptions  to  the  stock  amounting  to  nearly  or 
quite  §60,000,  have  been  made  at  the  rate  of  §100  per 
share,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  shares,  making  fifteen 
thousarrd  dollars  are  yet  unsubscribed  for.  The 
whole  sum  mentioned  viz:  $75,000,  is  necessary  to  the 
completion  of  the  boats  requisite  for  the  plans  of  the 
Company. 

Your  committee  having  been  called  on  to  inquire 
into  the  views  and  prospects  of  the  Company,  with  re- 
ference to  the  bearing  of  its  operations  upon  the  pro- 
perty of  tlie  corporation  and  upon  the  general  welfare 
of  the  city,  have  made  inquiries  at  sources  of  the  best 
information,  and  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the 
operations  of  the  company,  will  have  a  most  important 
and  salutary  effect  upon  the  trade  and  commerce  of  our 
city,  and  of  course  while  it  benefits  (he  property  of  in- 
dividuals, along  the  margins  of  the  two  rivers,  it  cannot 
less  favourably  effect  the  possessions  of  the  city  similar- 
ly situated. 

For  a  considerable  portion  of  this  winter  the  Dela- 
ware has  been  closed  by  ice,  and  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, there  are  ships  lying  ice  bound  at  the  wharves, 
laden  with  merchandise  for  southern  ports,  which, 
with  the  aid  of  an  ice-boat,  such  as  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Company  to  construct,  might  have  been  at  the 
present  time  far  on,  if  not  at  the  end  of  their  voyages; 
vessels  too  lie  for  days  at  the  mouth  of  our  river  unable 
to  ascend  for  want  of  a  favourable  wind,  or  continue  as 
long  at  the  wharves,  waiting  a  favourable  wind  to  de- 
scend. 

This  delay  would  be  prevented  if  tow  boats  were  j 
used  on  the  Delaware  as  in  other  commercial  cities. — 
Large  portions  of  our  foreign  import,  are  every  winter 
shipped  directly  for  New  York,  in  consequence  of  the 
uncertainty  of  having  access  to  our  city  by  the  Dela- 
ware and  our  powerful  and  most  active  rival  has  also  j 
derived  other  advantages  in  the  sale  of  goods  from  the  '< 
apprehension  entertained  by  western  and  southern  mer- 
chants, that  their  purchase  would  be  detained  as  they 
now  are  by  tlie  closing  of  the  river. 

The  operation  of  tliese  unfavorable  circumstances  ! 
though  directly  upon  the  interests  of  the  merchants  is 
yet  scarcely  less  deleterious  upon  the  interests  of  the 
community  at  large.  The  failure  of  commerce  lessens 
the  value  of  Real  Kstate  and  deprives  the  laborer  of  em- 
ployment, thus  diminishing  the  objects  of,  and  multiply- ! 
ing  the  causes  for,  taxation.  ' 

The  practicability  of  keeping  open  a  passage  for  ves- 
sels in  almost  any  thickness  of  ice  has  been  sufficiently 
proved  by  the  operations  of  the  ice  boat  in  Baltimore, 
where  the  navigation  has  not  ceased  this  winter,  and  by 
the  operation  of  the  ice  boat  on  the  Delaware,  which 
has  crossed  the  Delaware  with  the  passengers  to  and 
from  New  York. 

There  is  no  want  of  precedent  for  the  subscription 
asked  by  the  company  from  the  city,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  corportlon  is  as  deeply  and  directly  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  company,  as  are  the  individuals 
who  have  been  most  active  in  procuring  the  act  of  in- 
corporation.  Your  committee  are  in  possession  of 
many  facts  all  tending  to  show  the  Importance  of  the 
proposed  ice  boats  and  tow  boats,  but  they  forbear 
urging  them,  in  the  belief  that  the  subject  will  be 
generally  understood  and  properly  appreciated  by 
Councils. 


They  therefore  respectfully  offer  the  subjoined  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved,  That  the  mayor  of  the  city  be,  and  he  ii 
hereby  authorised  to  subscribe  in  the  name,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  for  seventy-five 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  Philadelphia  Steam 
Tow  Boat  Company,  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars 
per  share;  and  that  he  be  authorised  to  diaw  his  war- 
want  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  city,  chargeable  to  the 
sinking  fund,  for  the  several  instalments  upon  the  stock 
as  they  sh.iU  be  from  time  to  lime  c.illed  for — provided 
t[i.at  the  whole  amount  paid  on  account  of  said  stock 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  seven  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars. 

JOS.  R.  CH.\NDLER, 
MERUIT  CANBY, 
FRED.  FRALEY, 
RICHARD  PRICE, 
JOS.  LIHPINCOTT, 
Feb.  12,  1835.  LAWRENCE  LEWIS. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils. 

The  committee  on  markets,  Report:  That  on  the  lllh 
day  of  December  last,  a  petition  was  presented  to 
Councils  signed  by  a  large  number  of  citizens  residing 
in  the  south-eastern  section  of  the  city,  and  referred  to 
the  committee  asking  for  an  alteration  in  the  Second 
street  market  house.  The  subject  has  received  the 
respectful  attention  of  the  comrnittee,  who  are  of  the 
opinion  that  such  alterations  might  be  made  as  would 
increase  the  revenue  and  afford  superior  :iccommoda- 
tions  to  those  who  attend  th.at  market,  both  as  buyers 
and  sellers. 

The  whole  width  of  Second  street  between  Pine 
and  Cedar  streets  is  30  feet,  the  width  of  the  foot  pave- 
ment is  15  feet  6  inches,  that  of  the  cart  way  is  29  feet, 
and  that  of  the  walk  under  the  eaves  of  the  market 
house  is  9  feet  6  inches.  It  is  proposed  to  extend  the 
curbstone  which  surrounds  the  market  house  7  feet  6 
inches  bringing  the  eaves  out  the  same  distance,  which 
will  reduce  the  cart  way  to  21  feet  6  inches,  being  (6 
inches,  wider  than  the  present  cart  way  opposite  the 
High  street  market)  and  give  for  the  width  under  the 
eaves  17  feet  6  inches,  a  space  about  equal  to  the  inside 
of  the  latter  market  house.  On  the  west  side  of  the 
Second  street  market  house,  the  stalls  extend  18  inches 
beyond  the  brick  piers,  forming  what  are  called  out- 
side stalls  or  stands,  which  are  occupied  by  farmers 
with  the  produce  of  their  farms,  at  an  annual  rent  of 
from  12  to  15  dollars  each.  On  the  east  side  the  stalls 
do  not  extend  beyond  the  piers  and  space,  and  there 
marked  out  and  rented  to  persons  selling  vegetables 
and  the  produce  of  their  gardens,  ,it  a  rent  of  from  6  to 
8  doll.»rs  each.  It  is  now  proposed  to  extend  the  stalls 
on  the  east  aide,  so  as  to  correspond  with  those  on  the 
west,  and  to  rent  them  to  farmers;  and  to  run  a  com- 
plete range  of  new  stalls  on  each  side  the  whole  length 
of  the  market  house,  inside  of  the  curb  stone.  This 
will  give  us  96  additional  stalls  and  increase  the  annual 
revenue  from  that  market  house,  upwards  of  a  thousand 
dollars.  The  expense  of  these  improvements  cannot 
be  great,  consisting  principally  in  the  cost  of  erecting 
the  stalls,  moving  the  curb  stone  and  repaving,  as  it 
will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  put  a  new  roof  on  the 
building,  whether  the  proposed  alterations  are  made  or 
not.  Thecommittee  respectfully  recommend  that  they 
should  be  m  ide  and  for  this  purpose  submit  the  accom- 
panying ordinance. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  12,  1835. 

B.    H.  YARNALL, 
L.    LAMB, 
JOHNDARRAGH, 
MANUEL  EYRE. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  appointed  under  the 
following  resolution  of  Councils: 
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Resolved,  That  a  Joint  Special  Committee  of  three 
members  of  each  Council  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  best  measures  to  be  taken  for  closing  the  Trust  ot 
the  old  Hank  of  the  United  States,  and  what  prospect 
there  is  of  obtainin«  possession  of  the  House  belonging 
to  the  city,  under  the  Will  of  the  late  Stephen  Girard, 
whose  house  is  now  in  the  tenure  of  the  Cashier  of  the 
late  Stephen  Girard's  Bank,  without  his  paj  ing  any  rent 
therefor,  respectfully  Report: 

That,  on  the  ninth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1812,  the  late 
Stephen  Girard  became  the  purchaser  of  the  Bankmg 
House  and  its  appurtenances,  and  a  dwelling  house  at 


No.  ,  Chestnut  street  belonging  to  the  late  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  following  conditions,  viz: 
That  the  Trustees  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States 
■were  to  have  the  use  of  certain  parts  of  the  said  Bank- 
ing House,  and  the  whole  of  the  said  dwelling  house 
for  the  use  of  their  Cashier,  until  the  affairs  of  the  said 
Bank  are  closed,  In  conformity  with  these  conditions 
on  the  25th  day  of  June,  1812,  the  late  Stephen  Girard 
executed  a  lease  to  the  Trustees  lor  tliose  parts  of  the 
Banking  House  and  the  Dwelling  House  which  had 
been  reserved,  to  continue  until  the  affairs  of  the  lite 
Bank  of  the  United  States  are  closed.  Some  years  sub- 
sequently, Mr.  Girard  purchased  a  lot  of  ground  to  the 
southward  of  the  Banking  House,  and  erected  thereon 
a  dweUing  house,  into  which  he  transferred  the  gentle- 
man who  at  Ihaltime  was  Cashier  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  also  Cashier  of  Mr. 
Girard's  Bank.  This  transfer  of  their  Cashier  from  the 
house  in  Chestnut  street  to  the  dweUing  in  Third 
street  appears  to  have  been  made  without  the  know- 
lege  or  concurrence  of  the  Trustees,  and  the  Cashier  of 
the  Trustees  (being  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Girard's 
Cashier)  has  continued  in  the  occupancy  of  the  Third 
street  house  until  the  present  time.  Finding  that  the 
possession  of  the  house  depended  on  the  closing  of  the 
affairs  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Slates,  the 
committee  procured  a  copy  of  the  account  of  the 
state  of  the  Bank  on  the  first  Monday  in  September 
last,  being  the  latest  statement  of  the  aff:iirs  of  the 
Trust. 

'  From  this  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  22,564  dollars 
remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees  unclaimed  by  the 
Stockholders,  or  such  persons  as  have  been  Stock- 
holders, being  half  yearly  dividends.  Dividends 
of  capital  and  extra  dividends  declared  previously  to 
first  of  September  last.  Since  that  time  a  luriher  divi- 
dend of  g51,250  has  been  passed  to  the  credit  of  the 
stockholders,  and  tlie  residue  of  the  funds  belonging 
to  the  Profit  and  Loss  Account  (§8,541  85)  appropria 
ted  to  the  expenses  of  the  Trust.  The  committee  have 
also  been  informed  by  the  Trustees  that  there  are  sever- 
al debts  due  to  the  Trust  from  debtors  wliose  estates 
are  in  the  hands  of  assignees  and  also  some  other  effects 
from  which  it  is  their  duly  to  realize  whatever  may  be 
in  their  power,  and  that  they'  are  personally  desirous 
of  closing  the  Trust  as  soon  as  possible.  It  appears, 
however,  that  the  Trustees  have  not  in  progress  or 
contemplation  any  other  measures  for  closing  their 
affairs  than  those  heretolore  employed  (which  have 
always  had  the  approbation  of  the  stockholders)  and 
they  are  not  aware  that  any  others  are  within  their 
power. 

The  committee  at  this  stage  of  their  inquiries,  ad- 
dressed a  letter  to  the  Trustees  requesting  to  know  on 
what  terms  they  would  be  willing  to  give  up  the  house 
now  occupied  by  their  Cashier,  and  also  those  parts  of 
the  Banking  House  which  they  have  a  right  to  use,  and 
in  reply  to  that  communication  have  received  a  cop) 
ofthe  Minutes  of  a  Special  meeting  of  the  Trustees,  oi 
the  12th  Dec    1834,   containing  the  following  Resolu 

Resnlved,  '1  hat  the  Trustees  entertaining  doubts   of 
their  authority  to  make  any  disposition  of  the  interei 
they  hold  in  part  ofthe  Girard  estate,  inconsistent  wit 
the  trusts  upon  which  it  is  now  held,  deem  it  inexped 


ent  to  make  any  proposition  for  surrendering  or  dispo- 
sing of  it;  {Jut  that  they  will  receive  and  consider  with 
respectful  attention  any  proposition  which  may  be  made 
to  them,  for  substituting  for  the  accommodations  they 
now  have  in  the  Girard  Bank  and  Es'ate  Mich  other  oc- 
commodations  as  the  city  may  deem  it  more  convenient 
to  afford. 

The  committee  having  thus  failed  to  elicit  from  the 
Trustees  any  proposition  by  which  the  city  could  come 
nto  possession  of  the  property,  and  being  invited  by 
the  Trustees  to  examine  the  subject,  with  a  view.to  an 
adjustment  of  the  matter  at  issue  have  examined  the 
deed  of  trust  under  which  the  trustees  ofthe  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States  are  acting  to  discover  whether 
that  instrument  furnished  any  means  by  which  the 
city  may  be  relieved  from  the  expense  of  maintaining 
the  trust. 

Premising  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  sum  of 
22,564  dollars  has  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Trus- 
tees unclaimed  nearly  twenty  years,  and  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  reach  those  who  are  really  entitled 
to  receive  it  owing  to  transfers  of  the  Stock  having 
been  made  without  any  reference  to  the  dividends  due 
at  the  time  of  transfer  there  is  every  probability  that  the 
amount  now  unclaimed  will  be  increassd  by  every  suc- 
ceeding dividend  of  the  property  of  the  Stockholders 
and  the  trust  be  protracted  to  an  indefinite  period.  The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  city  might  now  safely 
undertake  the  adminislration  of  the  remaining  duties 
of  the  trust,  and  relieve  the  Trustees  from  responsibility. 
The  deed  of  trust  provides,  "th.it  at  any  semi-annual 
meetiqg  ofthe  Stockholders  they  may  by  a  majority  of 
the  votes  estimated  according  lo  the  provision  of  the 
seventh  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation  change  the 
Trustees  and  appoint  others  in  their  place  and  stead," 
and  we  would  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  annexed  resolution,  providing  that  the  commission- 
f  the  Girard  Estates  shall  endeavor  to  procure  at 
the  semi-annual  meeting  in  March  next  the  substitution 
ofthe  city  of  Philadelphia  for  the  present  Trustees. — 
We  believe  that  all  the  executive  duties  of  the  trust 
could  be  discharged  by  the  Treasurer  ofthe  Girard  trust 
without  any  material  increase  of  his  labour  and  the  city 
receive  a  rent  of  about  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
for  the  dwelling  house  south  Third  street,which  is  now 
not  only  unproductive  to,  but  also  a  charge  for  taxes 
and  repairs  on  the  residuary  portion  of  Mr.  Girard's 


Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  Girai-d 
estates,  be  and  tliey  are  hereby  authorised  ami  directed 
at  the  next  meeting  ofthe  Stockholders  ofthe  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  to  take  such  measures  as  they  may 
deem  expedient  for  promoting  a  transfer  of  the  rights 
aiid  duties  of  the  Trustees  of  said  late  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  ciiizens  of 
Philadelphia,  provided  the  assent  and  co-operation 
of  the  present  Trustees  can  be  obtained  for  that  put^ 
pose- 

FRED-   FRALEY,   Chairman. 

THOS-  DUNLAP, 

MERRIT  CANBY, 

RICHARD  PRICE, 

MANUEL  EYRE. 
PHiLADELPniA,  Feb-  12,  1835. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 

SALES  OF    STOCKS   AND   REAL    ESTATE. 

BY  C.J.    TVOLBERT. 

February  12,  1835,  .at  the  Philadelphia  Exchange, 
[share  Walnut  street  theatre,  *23r  50 

[     do  do  235  00 

I     do  do  236  00 

I     do  do  227  00 

!     do  do  227  50—  465  00 

'     do  do  225     —1575  00 
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1     do    Philadelphia  Fee  Company.  38  09 

4    do  do  37  50—  150  00 

1     do     Philadelphia  Library,  35  5U 

1     do  do  34  00 

3     do     N.   Liberties  and  Penn  Township 

Rail  Rcid,  37  00—  111  00 

10  do     Bank  United  States.  106^  —1066  25 

99     do  do  106  60-J0553  40 

39  do     Schuylkill  nank,  60     —2340  00 

A  three  storied  brick  house  and  lot  on  Penn 
and  Water  street,  between  South  and  Ship- 
pen  street,  17  feet  by  100,  2000 
A  large  lot  on  South  and  Shippen  street  be- 
tween 9th  and  lOlh  street  105  feet  on  South 
and  Shippen  street  by  270,  9000 
A  lot  in   Hamilton  Ville,  150  feet  on  Andrew 

street  by  175  feet  on  Margaret  street,  500 

A  lot  with  the  frame  tenement  and  Stables  at 
the  south-west  corner  of  5th  and  Christian 
street  100  feet  on  Christian  street  by  61  feet 
on  Fifth  street.  Subject  to  an  apportioned 
groHnd  rent  of  §3  72  cents,  2500 

The  lot,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  on  the 
south  side  of  Library  street.  No.  12,  25  feet 
4  inches  bv  111,  widening  on  the  rear  to  36 
feet,           ■  8200 

The  lot,  with  the  buildings  thereon,  on  the 
north  side  of  Walnut  street,  between  Dela- 
ware 4th  and  5th  street,  64  feet  9  inches  by 
124  feet,  20,300 

The  undivided  fifth  part  in  those  tenements 
and  lot  of  ground,  in  Germantown,  and  on 
the  S.  W.  side  of  the  Germantown  main 
street  containing  about  12  perches  and  a 
half,  160 

The  frame  tenements  and  lot  on  the  north  siile 
of  Shield's  alley,  15  feet  by  33.  Subject  to 
a  ground  rent  of  §60.  250 

The  frame  messuage  and  lot  on  the  east  side 
of  Delaware  12th  street  between  Pine  and 
Lombard  streets  19  feet  3  inches,  by  63 
feet,  1000 

REPORT  OF  THE  COJiMITTEE  OF  WAYS  AND 
MEANS. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  M'ays  and  Means,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Revenue  to  be  derived  from  Banks — Mr. 
Morris,  Chairman.  Read  in  the  House  of  Rcpresen. 
tatives,  February  2,  1S35. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  the 
general  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Commonwealth  were  re- 
ferred, having  among  other  subjects,  bestowed  no  in- 
considerable degree  of  attention  to  banks  and  their  ope- 
rations, as  connected  with  the  revenue  of  the  stale. — 
They  have  approached  the  subject  with  much  diffi 
dence  and  caution,  being  well  aware  of  the  great  and 
important  interests  involved,  as  being  intimately  con 
nected  not  only  with  the  continued  and  successful 
prosecution  of  our  public  works',  but  also  closely  allied 
with  individual  prosperity,  on  which  mainly  depends 
that  of  our  associated  interests.  In  reflecting  on  th 
subject,  as  connected  wiih  the  special  duty  assigned  t 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  they  have  consider- 
ed it  obligatory  on  them  to  provide  the  largest  amount 


of  revenue   from  all 


proper  sources. 


inconsistent 


with  a  due  regard  for  those  portions  of  the  community 
who  may  be  supposed  to  be  more  immediately  and  per- 
sonally interested  in  the  imposing  of  taxes  or  exaciing 
premiums  to  a  greater  extent  than  has  hitherto  been 
demanded;  and  as  some  increase  of  burthens  on  the 
banking  class  of  our  citizens  will  be  proposed,  the 
committee  feel  a  strong  conviction  on  their  minds,  that 
by  so  doing  they  are  but  acting  in  the  strict  line  of  their 
duty,  without  the  Uast  desire  or  intention  of  pro- 
ducing the  smallest  embarrassments  in  the  operations 
of  these  institutions,   or  crippling  the  ir  means  of  ac- 


commodating to  every  proper  and  reasonable  extent, 
the  communities  in  which  they  are  severally  located. 
Yet  it  cannot  be  denied,  nor  will  jour  committee  pre- 
tend to  conceal,  that  the  eflect  of  the  bill  herewith 
presented,  will  materially  lessen  the  profits  to  be  de- 
rived by  the  holders  of  bank  stock;  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  willing  to  meet  ihe  question  at  once,  and 
frankly  avow  their  decided  conviclion,  that  this  kind  of 
property  does  not,  nor  ever  has  paid  an  equivalent  for 
the  valuable  and  important  privileges  that  are  legally 
monopolized  by  its  proprietors.  Your  committee  do 
not  use  the  term  m07iopoly  in  any  invidious  sense,  or 
by  any  means  desire  to  suggest  the  impolicy  or  impro- 
priety of  creating  such  institutions  as  they  now  exist; — 
such  a  course  would  be  foreign  to  their  duty,  and  not 
called  for  on  the  present  occasion — but  they  do  mean 
to  say,  that  these  institutions  possess  powers  and  privi- 
leges from  which  the  vast  majority  of  their  fellow  cili- 
zens  are  excluded,  and  cannot  participate  even  in  the 
most  remote  degree,  and  that  these  beneficiary  enjoy- 
ments do  not  in  their  opinion,  contribute  a  full,  fair  and 
equitable  proportion  to  the  common  fund.  Your  com- 
mittee will  not  stop  to  inquire  into  the  justice  or  pro- 
priety of  subjecting  these  institutions  to  the  payment  of 
any  tax  or  assessment  whatever,  but  will  assume,  from 
long  established  and  frequent  precedents,  that  such  le- 
vies are  just  and  proper. 

With  this  assumption  yielded,  your  committee  have 
anxiously  though  unavailingly,sought  for  a  reason,  why 
institutions  seeking  and  demanding  a  re-enactment  and 
continuation  of  these  valuable  privileges,  for  a  term 
equal  to  that  of  the  original  charter,  should  be  placed  in 
a  better  situation  at  the  date  of  the  re-charter,  than  they 
were  at  the  commencement  of  their  operations.  It 
must  surely  be  assented  to,  that  the  parties  to  the  origi- 
nal contract  did  not  imagine  that  the  grantors  were  gi- 
ving a  doubly  protracted  existence  to  the  institution 
they  were  about  to  establish;  whilst  it  must  be  equally 
evident,  that  the  corporators  contracted  and  paid  but 
for  a  term  of  years,  as  specified  in  the  act  which  gave 
them  existence.  At  that  period,  they  would  not  have 
ventured  to  put  forth  such  a  claim. 

Without  entering  on  the  subject  more  at  large,  your 
committee  cannot  resist  the  conclusion,  that  all  banks 
asking  and  receiving  re-charters,  ought  to  pay  a  bonus 
or  premium  therefor,  and  in  order  that  equal  and  exact 
justice  may  be  measured  to  those  now  applying,  and 
to  such  as  have  already  been  re-chartered,  the  bill  here- 
with presented  is  so  framed  as  to  place  them  on  an 
equality. 

In  accordance  with  the  sentiments  before  expressed, 
the  tax  on  dividends  is  proposed  to  be  raised  from  eight 
to  ten  per  cent,  with  a  full  and  honest  conviction,  that 
such  increase,  so  far  from  being  beyond  the  ability  of 
tlie  banks  to  bear,is  much  less  than  might  be  imposed, 
without  producing  any  embarrassment  whatever. 

One  other  principle  is  also  engrafted  on  the  bill,  that 
of  lessening  the  maximum;  beyond  which,  50  per  cent, 
of  the  excess  of  dividends  is  made  payable  into  the  state 
treasury.  A  late  vote  of  this  body,  lessening  the  maxi- 
mum for  the  West  Philadelphia  rail  road,  goes  far  in 
supporting  the  opinion  of  the  committee  in  regard  to 
this  feature  of  the  bill,  and  whilst  tl>,ey  recognize  the 
correctness  of  the  principle  then  established,  and  ap- 
plied to  a  bill  aiding  our  internal  improvements,  they 
cannot  but  consider  it  as  far  more  applicable  to  institu- 
tions governed  by  different  principles,  and  whose  esta- 
blishment is  asked  for  with  far  different  motives. 

AN  ACT  RELATIVE  TO  BANKS. 
Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  1  hat  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Gettysburg  Bank;  the  Mechanics' 
Bank  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia;  the  Farm- 
ers' Bank  of  Reading;  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Penn- 
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the  Bank  of  the   Northern  Liberties,   in  the  j  of  this  act,  shall  be  severally  subject  to  the  provisions 


county  of  Philadelphia;  the  Monongahela  Bank  of 
Brownsville;  the  Bank  of  Middletown;  the  Kensington 
Bank;  the  Bank  of  Montgomery  county;  tlie  Bank  of 
Chambersburg;  the  Carlisle  Bank;  the  Bank  of  Dela- 
ware county;  the  York  Bank,  and  the  Erie  Bank,  shall 
pay  into  tlie  treasury  of  ihe  Commonwealth,  five  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  each  of  said 
banks,  as  a  bonus  for  their  chartered  privileges;  said 
bonus  to  be  paid  in  three  equal  annual  ins'alments, 
ling  on  the  firat  Wednesday  of  June,  A.  D. 


of  the  third  section  thereol:  Provided,  That  the  said 
third  section  shall  not  be  construed  as  extending  to  the 
Lumbermen's  Bank,  the  Towanda  Bank,  and  the  Mer- 
chanls'  and  Manufacturers'  Bank  of  Pittsburg. 
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Report  of  the  Minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  in  relation  to  the  Revenue  to  be  derived  from 
banks. — By  Mr.  Irish. 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  from  whom  the  bill  is  reported,  en- 
titled "  An  act  relative  to  Banks,"  ask  leave  to  present 
to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  some  of  the  most 
prominent  views  and  reasons  which  have  led  them  to 
differ  in  opinion  with  the  majority  of  the  committee,  as 
to  the  expediency  and  effects  of  the  proposed  bill,  in 
relation  to  the  business  and  prosperity  of  the  citizens 
of  this  commonwealth,  should  the  same  pass  intoa  law. 
In  the  first  place,  they  object  to  the  expediency  of  ex- 
acting a  bonus  of  five  per  cent,  upon  the  capital  stock 
of  the  banks  of  this  state,  on  the  ground  of  their  inabili- 
ty to  pay  so  heavy  a  sum  in  addition  to  the  present  tax 
on  dividends,  which  it  is  proposed  to  increase  from 
eight  to  ten  per  cent.  These  exactions  will  take  from 
them  a  portion  of  their  means  to  accommodate  the 
public,  and  lessen  the  secuiity  to  the  holders  of  their 
paper,  and  in  some  cases,  in  all  probability,  discourage 
k,  and  Schuylkill  Bank,  shall  be  sub-  \  the  stockholders  from  accepting  the  proposed  renewal 
ions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  to  ;  of  their  charters,  on  terms  so  burdensome  as  to  render 


1835. 

Section  2.  The  president,  directors  and  company  of 
each  of  said  banks.shall  transmit  to  the  Stale  Treasurer, 
for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  during  the  period  of 
their  existing  charters,  and  during  the  period  their  or 
either  of  their  charters  shall  have  been  extended,  two 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount  of  dividends  which  shall 
be  declared,  in  addition  to  eight  per  cent,  which  by 
law  they  are  now  required  to  pay,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  twenty-fourth  article  of  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  the  twenty-fifih  of  March,  1834,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  re-charter  certain  banks." 

Section  3.  Whenever  the  dividends  arising  from  the 
profits  of  any  of  said  banks  shall  exceed  ten  per  cent. 
pcrannuTion  Ihe  capital  stock  actually  paid  in,  then 
one  half  of  such  excess  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  provided  that  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  not  be  cinstrued  as  ex- 
tending to  the  York  Bank,  or  the  Erie  Bank. 

Section  4.   The  president,  directors  and  company  of 

the  Pittsburg  r     "         "   ~ "" 

ject  to  the  pn 

the  extent  of  capital  authorized  by  the  existing  or  pre-  \  it  uncertain  whether  their  investments  will  return  the 
sent  charters,  and  shall  also  be  subject  to  the  provisions  '  ordinary  six  per  cent,  or  legal  interest;  for  one  of  the 
of  the  second  section  of  this  act.  j  inducements  to  investments  in  bank  stock  is  the  privi- 

Section  5.  The  president,  directors  and  company  of  lege  or  hope  of  obtaining  through  the  operations  of  a 
the  Bank  of  Northumberland,  the  Bank  of  Lancaster,  i  bank,  a  higher  per  centum  for  money  thus  invested, 
the  Farmers' Bank  of  Bucks  county,  the  Northampton  founded  upon  the  requisite  confidence  in  the  know- 
Bank,  and  the  Southwark  Bank,  shall  pay  into  the  ledge,  diligence,  and  integrity  of  the  ofliicers  and  di- 
treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  five  per  centum  on  the  |  rectors  of  these  institutions.  This  privilege  is  unques- 
amount  of  the  capital  stock  of  each  of  said  banks,  as  a  ,  tionably  the  main  object  with  stockholders;  and  on  the 
bonus  for  their  chartered  privileges;  said  bonus  to  be  J  other  hand,  they  are  as  unquestionably  liable  to  not 
paid  in  three  equal  annual  instalments,  commencing  ;  only  a  disappointment  in  regijardividends,but  tea  posi- 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  June,  A.  D.  1835.  i  tive  diminution    of  the  capital  paid  in-     Instances  fre- 

Section  6.  The  president,  directors  and  company  of  quenily  occur  in  many  of  our  state  banks,  where,  by 
the  Moyamensing  Bank;  the  Girard  Bank;  the  Bank  of  I  losses  sustained  upon  loans  and  other  adverse  caus:  s, 
Penn  Township;  the  Philadelphia  Bank;  the  Western  I  the  stockholders  are  not  only  deprived  of  their  divi- 
Bank  of  Philadelphia;  the  Bank  of  North  America;  the  I  dends,  but  a  considerable  time  is  required  to  make 
Manufacturers'  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  the  Northern  good  an  impaired  capital.  These  losses  all  banks  are 
Liberties  of  Philadelphia;  the  Southwark  Bank;  the  subject  to;  and  this  risk  the  stockholders  take.  Why' 
Doylestown  Bank  of  Bucks  county;  the  Bank  of  North-  .  The  reason  is  plain: — Simply  because  they  enjoy  the 
umberland;  the  Miners' Bank  of  Pottsville,  in  the  coun- !  corresponding  equivalent  of  sometimes  obtaining  an 
ty  of  Scliu>lkill;  the  Merchants'  and  Manufacturers'  increased  per  centum-  Where  there  is  risk  there  must 
Bank  of  Pittsburg;  the  Columbia  Bridge  company;  the  be  a  prospect  of  increased  gain.  This  principle  is  so 
Lancaster  Bank;  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Bucks  coun.'y;  clear,  laying  as  it  does,  at  the  bottom  of  every  trade, 
the  Northampton  Bank;  the  Lebanon  Bank;  the  Lum-  occupation  or  business,  that  no  more  is  necessary  to 
bermin's  Bank,  and  the  Towanda  Bank,  shall  transmit    make  it  understood,  than  plainly  to  state  it. 

l"o  the   second  proposition  contained  in  the  bill,   for 


to  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the  Common- 
wealth, during  the  period  of  their  existing  charters,  two 
per  centum  of  tlie  whole  amount  of  dividends  which 
shall    be  declared,  in  addition   to  eight   per   centum 


increasing  the  tax  on  dividends  from  eight  to  ten  per 
cent,  the  undersigned  do  not  hesitate  to  yield  their 
support.and  this  increased  burthen  is  certainly  a  strong 


which  bylaw  they  are  now  required  to  pay,  subject  to  I  additional  argument  against  demanding  the  proposed 
the  provisions  of  the  twenty-fourth  article  of  the  third  i  bonus  of  five  per  cent,  as  specified  in  the  bill.  The 
section  of  the  act  of  the  25th  March,  1824,entitled  "An  I  contemplated  restriction,  or  what  is  equivalent  to  a  re- 
act to  re-charter  certain  banks."  striction,  that  one  half  of  the  excess  of  all  dividends 
Section  7.  The  bonus  or  prem'ums,  and  the  increase  i  over  ten  per  cent,  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  into  the 
of  tax  on  ihe  dividends,  as  imposed  by  this  act,  shall  be  !  state  treasury,  is  objected  to  upon  equally  strong 
in  full  consideration  for  the  privileges  granted  during  j  grounds.  In' the  first  place,  its  total  inefficiency  as  a 
the  existence  of  the  charters  orre-chartersof  any  ofthe  source  of  revenue;  for  no  bank,  it  is  believed,  would, 
institutions  hereinbefore  named:  Provided,  That  the  j  however  favorable  its  position  or  circumst.ances,  make 
right  ofthe  Legislature  to  revoke  or  annul  any  of  the  1  an  effort  or  be  disposed  to  increase  its  risks,  to  reap 
said  charters,  sliall  not  be  impaired  in  case  the  privi-  but  half  the  profits  derived  therefrom.  In  other  words, 
leges  are  misused  or  abused,  or  shall  prove  injurious  to 


of  this  Commonwealth. 
Section  8.  The  president,  directors  and  Company  of 
each  of  the  banks  named  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections 


i  loan  money  upon  the  ordinary  securities,   for  three 
er  cent.    Again,  its  operation  would  be  manifestly  un- 
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or  one  per  cent,  dividend  for  one  year,  but  the  next, 
or  at  any  future  period,  by  a  combination  of  favorable 
circumstances,  or  a  recovery  of  such  losses,  it  might  be  i 
able  to  pay  an  additional  dividend  in  remuneration  for 
one  or  more  profitless  seasons,  and  that  dividend  equal 
to  twelve  or  fourteen  per  cent,  per  annum,  it  is  clear 
that  injustice  would  be  done  to  the  stockholders  by 
taking  from  them  one  or  two  per  cent,  as  under  such 
a  provision  would  be  the  case. 

The  proposed  bonus  of  five  per  cent,  h  not  confined  j 
to  the  banks  now  befoie  the  legislature.  The  provi- 
sions  of  the  bill  act  retrospectively  upon  many  of  the  i 
banks  which  have  been  heretofore  rechartered.  This 
proposition  is  attempted  to  be  justified  by  the  provision 
introduced  in  their  charters,  reserving  to  the  legislature  | 
the  power  of  making  subsequent  alterations,  restric- 
tions and  provisions.  NVas  it  contemplated  by  either 
party,  the  legislature  vr  ihe  banks,  that  the  reservation  j 
should  at  any  time  be  applied  by  a  demand  for  a  bonus 
of  five  per  cent,  or  any  other  specific  amount.'  For  llie  j 
right  to  demand  one  per  cent,  may  be  extended  to  a 
demand  of  ninety-nine  per  cent  upon  the  whole  capi- 
tal of  a  bank.  It  is  believed  by  the  undersigned,  that 
such  a  principle  or  power  was  not  in  the  contemplation 
of  either  party.  It  is  plain  that  this  proposition,  at  the 
present  time,  is  but  lo  justify  the  imposition  of  a  bonus 
upon  the  banks  now  before  us  with  applications  for  re-  i 
charters;  or,  in  other  words,to  make  precedents  where-  j 
on  we  may  found  present  decision.  Surely  the  legisla- 
ture will  not  act  Aipon  such  an  unjust  principle.  I 

Again:  manifest  injustice  will  be  done  to  the  present 
stockholders  in  their  retrospective  demand,  many  of  i 
whom  have  no  doubt  recently  purchased  their  shares;  j 
for  stocks  in  all  banks  are  constantly  changing  hands,  j 
The  proposed  measure  would  operate  prejudicially  up-  j 
on  these  in  two  ways — first,by  the  exact  amount  taken  ' 
for  the  bonus,  which  is  directly  reducing  the  value  of  j 
their  stock;  and  secondly,  more  seriously  both  to  them 
individually  and  the  Stale  itself,  by  impairing  confi-  | 
dence  in  the  stability  of  investments  made  in  these  in- 
stitutions. The  legislative  reservations  of  power, 
stretched  to  property  thus  invested,  will  naturally  cre- 
ate apprehensions,  and  occasion  a  greater  diminution 
in  the  value  of  stocks  than  the  amount  of  the  tax  pro- 
posed. I 

The  undersigned  proceed  now  to  rev'ew  some  of  the 
general  grounds  of  their  objections  lo  the  proposed  bill.  1 
In  imposing  additional  burdens  and  restrictions  upon 
banks,  he  must  be  a  very  superficial  observer  who  does  | 
not  perceive  that  the  bearing  of  this  policy  is  not  alone  I 
upon  the  banks  and  the  stockholders,  but  coUrclively 
and  individually  upon  the  whole  Commonwealth — up- 
on Ihe  State  and  its  finances,  the  people  and  their  pro- 
perty of  whatsoever  denomination. 

By  the  last  annual  returns  to  the  Auditor  General, 
showing  the  situation  of  the  banks  in  this  State,  all  who 
have  examined  them  could  not  fail  to  perceive  that  their 
condition  is  perfectly  safe,  and  that  the  general  confi- 
dence of  the  community,  in  their  ability  to  meet  all 
demands,  is  not  misplaced.  It  is  believed  that  at  no 
previous  period  have  the  banks  of  the  Commonwealth 
exhibited  to  the  public  a  more  satisfactory  statement  of 
their  sound  condition. 

Adequate  evidence  is  afforded  that  the  State  must 
look  forward  to  the  winding  up  of  the  afTairs  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales;  and  by  the  people  of  no 
State  in  the  Union  is  that  event  to  be  viewed  with  more 
interest,  and  provided  against  with  more  caution,  than 
by  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  either  as  to  the  extent 
of  business  transactions  heretofore  dependant  upon  that 
institution,  or  as  to  the  effects  to  be  produced  upon  our 
currency  and  finances  by  its  closing  operations.  Where 
are  we  to  look  for  the  means  of  supplying  accommoda- 
tions for  the  first'  and  where,  to  fill  up  the  vacuum, 
and  afford  the  means, through  all  occupations, trades  and 
industry,  to  remedy  the  latter.'  Most  clearly  to  our 
own  State  banks. 


Our  State  canals  and  rail  roads  are  now  upon  the 
verge  of  going  into  full  operation — their  usefulness,  in 
a  financial  point  of  view,  is  to  be  tested  within  the  pe- 
riod alluded  to  when  the  Bank  of  the  U  States  will  have 
to  close  its  concerns.  In  this  important  crisis,  where 
are  we  lo  look  for  the  medium  of  trade  and  commerce 
on  our  public  works,  lo  facilitate  the  exchange  and 
interchange  of  commodities'  where  for  the  represen- 
tative value  of  the  products  of  our  soil,  and  of  domes, 
tic  and  foreign  merchandise?  Most  clearly  to  that  confi- 
dence between  man  and  man,  consequent  upon  capi- 
tal being  put  into  regular  and  efficient  operation, 
through  the  medium  of  our  State  banks.  If  Ihe  Legis- 
lature cripples  these,  confidence  receives  a  withering 
blow— capital,  paralyzed,  hides  itself  or  escapes,  and 
our  public  works  become,  instead  of  a  proud,  a  melan- 
choly monument  to  gaze  upon,  without  spirit  or  life  to 
remunerate  the  hand  that  formed  them.  Credit  and 
capital,  made  sound,  active  and  efficient,  by  the  healthy 
operation  of  our  State  banks,  is  as  essential  to  make  our 
canals  productive,  as  the  water  in  them  is  indispensable 
to  floating  the  craft  upon  their  surface. 

The  people  of  Pennsylvania  are  anxiously  looking  to 
the  pubhc  works  for  a  revenue,  adequate  at  least  to  pay 
the  interest  upon  the  money  borrowed,  from  time  to 
time  for  their  construction.  And  it  is  .tn  unquestioned 
solemn  duty,  imposed  upon  those  who  are  intrusted 
with  the  legislative  power  of  the  state,  to  hasten  the 
period  when  this  just  solicitude  shall  be  gratified.  The 
undersigned  are  deeply  impressed  with  a  conviction, 
ihat  the  proposed  additional  burdens  and  restrictions 
upon  the  State  banks,  will  have  a  most  powerful  influ- 
ence in  protracting  the  period  when  our  public  works 
will  pay  the  interest  upon  the  cost  of  construction;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  they  are  equally  impressed  with  a 
belief  that,  in  wisdom,  the  Legislature  ought  to  abstain 
from  any  experimental  or  oppressive  exactions  from 
our  banks,  by  which  confidence  would  undoubtedly  be 
affected,  and,  of  consequence,  credit  impaired,  both  in 
these  institutions  and  between  man  and  man.  Enter- 
prise, checked  within  our  own  borders,  would  seek  to 
gratify  itself  in  other  regions;  the  impaired  condition 
of  our  commerce  would  be  most  distres.singly  manifest, 
in  the  diminished  income  from  the  pubhc  works:  and 
where,  the  undersigned  would  ask,  are  we  to  look  for 
supplies  to  remedy  this  deficiency  ?  Where  is  the  bur- 
den to  fall.'  Shall  we  lay  it  upon  the  then  already  crip- 
pled banking  institution'  Our  commerce  will  then 
have  sufl'ered  much  from  the  cfl'ects  of  former  exactions; 
and  it  would  be  extremely  unwise  to  increase  the  de- 
pression, by  aggravating  further  the  cause.  That  such 
will  be  the  consequence  of  the  bill  reported  by  the 
majority,  is  too  apparent  to  be  questioned;  and  this 
very  consequence  is  what  the  undersigned  are  most 
anxious  to  avoid.  The  institutions  themselves,  or 
their  Stockholders,  will  also  most  certainly  seek  to 
avoid  it. 

That  the  very  operation  of  additional  burdens,  here 
anticipated,  has  already  commenced,  the  undersigned 
have  learned  from  indisputable  sources.  It  is  to  be 
seen  in  the  transferring  of  capital,  by  citizens  of  this 
State,  out  of  the  reach  of  our  jurisdiction;  and  the  sale 
of  stocks  in  our  banks— Ihe  proceeds  re-invested  in 
banks  of  other  States.  Then,  to  repeat  the  question, 
where  are  we  to  look  for  sources  of  revenue  to  make 
up  the  deficiency  in  the  tolls  of  our  rail  roads  and 
canals,  which  would  necessarily  follow  upon  the  adop- 
tion of  the  policy  proposed?  Where  is  the  burden  then 
to  fall?  The  answer  to  us  is  clear,  it  must  be  thrown 
upon  the  landholder,  up.-  n  the  agricultural  interest  of 
the  State.  And  can  these  escape  or  elude  the  ponder- 
ous weight?  Temporary  occupants  of  the  soil  may; 
but  the  proprietor  must  remain. 

The  undersigned  will  not  now  pursue  consequences 
so  painful  to  anticipate.  They  trust  the  House  will 
pause  before  it  is  led  into  any  experimental  action  upon 
interests  so  vital  and  sensitive,  as  those  of  confidence, 
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ere  Jit  and  capital;  tor  in  these  lay  tlie  foundatiiins  of 
prosperity  to  every  branch  oftrade,  industry  and  lubor. 
The  regulations  of  currency  are  mattere  of  great  delica- 
cy, as  well  as  of  primary  interest  and  importance.  All 
experience  has  proven  ihat  to  manage  and  adjust  these 
regulations,  require  much  deliberation,  wisdom  and 
foresight.  It  is  not  our  purpose  here  to  enter  upon 
the  investigation.  We  have  now,  for  every  business 
purpose,  a  sound.convenient  and  trustworthy  currency- 
The  value  of  every  description  of  property  is  based  up- 
on it-  all,  or  nearly  all  existing  debts  and  contracts  are 
likewise  based  upon  it -the  State  engagements  includ- 
ed The  disturbing  of  any  or  all  of  these  relations,  we 
are  most  anxious  to  avoid.  This  is  the  muraent  of  all 
others,  in  our  State  affairs,  the  most  delicate— the  value 
of  our  internal  improvements  about  to  be  tested — an 
immense  vacuum  in  the  currency  of  the  country  soon 
to  be  created  by  the  dissolution  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States!  The  undersigned,  then,  solemnly  ask, 
if  such  is  a  propitious  season  lor  making  doubtful  expe- 
riments upon  the  vital  interests  of  our  state? 

JEDAIAH  IRISH, 
JOS.  T.  MATHER, 
SAM'L.  ANDERSON. 


ATHENiEUM  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Twentieth  Annual  Report. 
In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Charter, 
the  Directors  of  the  Athensum  submit  to  the  Stock- 
holders at  their  annual  meeting,  a  statement  of  the  fi- 
nances and  general  condition  of  the  In=titution  for  the 
past  year. 

The  acounts  of  the  Treasurer  herewith  submitted, 
show  that  the  receipts  of  the  Institution,  during  that 
period  were  two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-five 
dollars  and  thirty-one  cents,  derived  from  the  following 
sources,  viz:  — 

From  415  Stockholders  1,600  00 

arrears  of    do.  44  00 

69  subscribers  for  a  year  or 

part  of  a  year  475  00 

sale  of  seven  new  shares  at 

25  dollars  175  00 

Transfers  5  00 

Interest  of  Stock  exclusive 

of  the  Lehman  legacy  585  .Tl 

During  the  same  period,  the  disbursements 
have  amounted  to  two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 
and  were  chargeable  as  follows,  viz: 
To    the  purchase  ot  books,  magazines,  fo- 
reign  periodicals,   and   Enghsh  and 
French  newspapers  $647  97 

American  newspapers  281  53 

Lights  and  fuel  329  45 

Furniture  120  24 

Binding  of  bojks  115  25 

Rent  of  rooms  475  00 

Salary  of  Librarian  600  00 

Commissions  on  collections         118  00 
Postage  129  96 

Incidental  expenses  and  w-iges 

of  Messenger  147  10 


S2,945 


The  above  result  indicates  a  favorable  state  of  the 
finances,  and  confirms  the  hope  previously  expressed, 
that  at  some  period,  not  very  distant  from  the  present, 
the  Athenaeum  may  be  able  to  secure  fop  itself,  perma- 
ent  iind  comlbrtable  accommodations  in  a  building  of 
its  own. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Institution  lost  one  of  its 
valued  members,  John  Savage,  Esq.  who  with  becom- 
ing liberality.bequeathed  to  it  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  besides  a  reversionary  interest,  under  certain 
contingencies,  in  a  large  portion  of  his  splendid  estate. 
These  contingencies  are  remote,  and  the  institution 
may  never  be  able  to  claim  this  residuary  interest,  but 
the  handsome  legacy  of  one  thousand  dollars  will 
doubtless  be  paid  witiiin  the  present  year,  and  may  go 
to  increase  the  stock  found. 

The  Athensum  continues  to  be  frequented  by  many 
members,  and  by  strangers  sojourning  in  our  city.  Of 
the  latter  upwards  of  nine  hundred  were  introduced  to 
the  rooms  during  the  present  year,  and  all,  it  is  believ- 
ed, experienced  a  feeling  of  gratification  at  the  facili- 
ties it  afforded  them. 

It  is  pleasing  to  observe  that  the  number  of  our 
Stockholders  is  gradually  increasing,  and  that  notwith- 
standlngthe  many  other  institutions  ofan  analogous  char- 
acter which  have  sprung  up  in  various  parts  of  our  city, 
the  Athenseum  continues  lo  maintain  its  former  favor 
in  public  estimation. 

Twenty  years  have  this  Jay  elapsed  since  a  few  in- 
dividuals in  our  community,  ventured  upon  this  un- 
tried experiment.  Those  of  them  who  survive,  have  ■ 
now  the  pleasure  of  beholding  this  work  of  their  bands 
placed  upon  a  firm  and  permanent  basis.  The  pur- 
poses of  the  institution  are  now  fully  understood  and 
duly  appreciated.  Perfect  harmony  has  prevailed 
among  its  members,  and  the  constant  accessions  to  its 
permanent  fund.as  well  as  to  its  library  and  collections, 
not  only  aJtl  to  the  intrinsic  value  of  its  shares  at  this 
moment,  but  justify  the  hope  that  it  will  still  continue 
to  increase  in  usefulness,  and  to  realize  the  wishes  of 
its  founders  by  constituting  at  all  times  a  source  of  ra- 
tional recreation  and  improvement  to  our  own  citi- 
zens, and  an  agreeable  place  of  resort  to  the  stranger 
that  visits  our  city. 

On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Directors. 

WM.  H.  KEATING, 
T.  I.  WHARTON, 
JACOB  GRATZ, 

Committee. 


Exhibiting  last  year  an  excess  of  expendi- 
ture over  receipts  of  $19  19 

The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  stocks  and  mort- 
gages is  as  follows. 

Amount  of  stock  fund  invested  g59,88B  65 

Lehman  legacy  13,239  45 

Aggregate  ^23,117  10 

Having  increased  since  the  last  report,  by 

the  sum  of  §588  89 


From  the  U.  S.  Gazette. 
THE  WEA1HER. 

Notwithstanding  the  exceeding  cold  of  Sunday  last, 
it  is  remarkable  that  the  wind  was  considerably  South 
of  West,  so  that  it  is  not  alone  from  the  North  that  cold 
weather  cometh-  We  subjoin  some  observations  by  an 
attentive  correspondent,  who,  having  neither  to  sow 
nor  reap,  has  leisure  to  "observe  the  winds  and  regard 
the  clouds." 

Feb.  4.  The  Mercury  in  Fahrenheit's  Thermometer 
at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  stood  at  14  above  Zero, 
or  0. 

Feb.  5,  at  6  A.  M.  the  Mercury  was  14  above  0. 
Same  as  yesterday. 

Feb.  6,  same  hour,  20  above  0,  and  it  snowed. 

Feb.  7,  clear  and  cold,  and  Mercury  14  above  0. 

Feb.  8,  Sunday  morning,  6  o'clock.  Mercury  2  below 
0,  at  9  o'clock  1  above,  and  at  12  o'clock,  10  above  0, 
at  3  o'clock,  10  above,  at  6  o'clock,  7  above,  and  at  10 
o'clock,  at  6  above- 

Feb.  9,  at  6  A-  M.  two  above  0,  at  9  o'clock,  6  deg. 
above. 

7he  cold  Monday,  January  5,  the  Mercury  at  6 
o'clock  in  ihe  morning,  was  4  below  0,  but  it  moderat- 
ed so  fast  that  the  mercury  rose  to  20  above  0,  before 
one  o'clock  ;  so  that  if  we  take  the  average  cold 
through  the  day,  Sunday,  Feb.  8,  was  several  degrees 
the  coldest, 
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BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE  LATE 

THOMAS  SAY,   ESQ. 

A  Biograpliical   Sketch  of  the  late  Thomas  Say,    Esq. 

Read  before   the    Academy  of   Natural   Sciences  of 

Philadelphia,  December  16,  1834.  By  BESjAMisr  H. 

COATES,  M.  D. 

During' the  twenty-two  years  which  have  elapsed 
since  the  first  institution  of  the  Academy,  it  is  remarka- 
ble that  our  body  has  seldom,  till  the  present  occasion, 
been  called  upon  to  lament  the  death  of  one  of  its 
founders.  That  which,  according  to  the  usual  course 
uf  human  events,  might  have  been  expected  to  take 
precedence  in  the  order  of  time,  has  occurred  in  the 
second  place;  and  while  we  have  h.ad  to  deplore  the 
loss  of  many  of  the  brightest  ornaments  and  most  use- 
ful labourers  of  our  association,  the  shaft  of  death  has 
been  but  rarely  directed  towards  that  little  band  who 
first  brought  it  inlo  existence.  The  body  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  address,  owes  its  origin  to  a  few  ac- 
tive individuals;  and  while  the  feelings  of  private  friend- 
ship naturally  revert  to  the  virtues  of  the  deceased,  the 
having  assisted  in  the  creation  of  such  an  Academy, 
and  promoted  its  usefulness  by  a  long,  steady  and  ac- 
tive course  of  scientific  labours,  forms  the  strongest 
claim  which  his  memory  can  possess  to  the  grateful  re- 
miniscences of  the  public.  This  is  indeed  pre-emi- 
nently tlie  case  in  the  present  instance;  so  large  amass 
of  the  early  writings  of  Mr.  S.ay  having  been  publish- 
ed in  the  Journal  of  the  Institution  as  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  identify  him  with  it.  The  same  efforts  by  which 
our  departed  fellow  member  raised  the  reputation  and 
extended  the  uselulness  of  the  body  to  which  he  be- 
longed, formed  the  foundation  of  his  own;  and  it  is  per- 
haps not  employing  too  strong  a  phrase,  to  allege,  that 
the  scholar  and  his  infant  association  found  their  way  to 
fame  together. 

The  family  of  our  deceased  fellow  member  had  been 
settled  in  Pennsylvania  fiom  the  time  of  its  first  coloni- 
zation. His  ancestors  by  the  father's  side  are  under- 
stood to  have  been  Huguenots,  who  emigrated  to  Eng- 
land in  pursuit  of  religious  liberty:  and  his  lineal  pre- 
decessor, ill  the  fourth  degree  of  proximity,  came  from 
England  with  William  Penn,  accompanied  by  others  of 
his  family.  The  integrity  and  activity  of  these  high 
principled  and  determined  men,  *ere  rewarded  by  a 
liberal  share  of  the  divine  blessing  upon  the  extern.d 
circumstances  which  surrounded  them.  They  and  their 
descendants  generally  lived  to  an  extreme'  age,  sur- 
rounded by  peace  and  abundance,  and  enjoying  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  their  fellow  citizens  within 
the  colony.  His  grandfather,  Thomas  Say,  was  a  very 
patri.irchal  man.  Educated  in  the  Episcopal  church, 
by  his  step  father  Pascliall  and  his  uncle  Robinson,  he 
was  united,  early  in  the  eighteenth  century,  to  the 
religious  society  of  Friends.  While  in  that  connection, 
his  personal  conduct  and  ctiaracter  were  such  as  to  ac- 
quire for  him  a  high  estimation  among  his  friends  and 
acquaintance.  The  confidence  reposed  in  him  was  ex- 
emplified by  his  being  frequently  employed  in  the  care 
of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  and  in  the  guardian- 
ship of  orphans;  both  of  which  trusts  he  conducted  with 
great  satisfaction,  retaining,  long  after,  the  friendship 
of  the  parties  he  had  served.  It  was  also  exhibited  in 
A^CL.XV.  17 


the  respect  paid  to  his  religious  character;  although,  as 
appears  by  a  memoir  of  his  life,  published  by  his  son, 
he  differed  from  the  religious  association  with  which  he 
was  connected  in  certain  doctrinal  principles,  inclining 
strongly  to  universalism.  Dr.  Benjamin  Say,  the  im- 
mediate progenitor  of  the  subject  of  these  notes,  was 
long  known  in  this  cily  as  a  skilful  and  benevolent 
practitioner  of  medicine,  and  enjoyed  in  that  capacity 
a  large  share  of  public  confidence  and  patronage.  Having 
been  connected  with  military  proceedings  during  the 
war  of  independence,  he  joined  that  seceding  portion 
of  the  sociciy  of  Friends,  known  by  the  name  of  Free 
Quakers. 

The  immediate  subject  of  our  memoir  was  born  July 
27lli,  1787,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  Dr.  Benjamin 
Say  and  Anna,  his  first  wife,  a  d.aughter  of  Benjamin 
Bonsall,  t>q.  of  Kingsessing.  In  his  early  youth  he 
was  brought  up  in  rigid  comphance  with  many  of  the 
pecul  ar  observances  of  the  society  of  Friends  or  Qua- 
kers. He  received  a  considerable  part  of  his  education 
at  their  school  at  West  town,  in  Pennsylvania;  and  the 
remainder  of  it  generally  at  the  institutions  of  that  re- 
ligious body.  He  manifested,  at  this  period,  a  remarka- 
ble docility  of  temper,  a  profound  and  confiding  re- 
spect for  his  parents  and  teachers,  atid  a  great  fond- 
ness for  study.  He  pursued,  by  his  own  choice,  an 
extended  course  of  reading  among  the  writers  of  his 
own  language;  having  compiled,  at  one  time,  a  large 
volume  of  poetical  extracts,  aiTanged  al|)habetically. — 
1  hese  latter  pursuits  however,  were  not  well  suited  to 
tlie  bias  of  his  mind;  and,  he  soon  forsook  poetry  alto- 
gether, devoting  himself  exclusively  to  the  accumula- 
tion of  fact  or  natural  truth. 

At  an  early  period  of  his  life,  a  near  family  connec- 
tion with  the  celebrated  naturalist,  W  ilham  Bartram, 
of  Kitigsessing,  induced  the  young  Say,  together  with 
several  of  his  acquaintance,  to  devote  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  to  collecting  objects  of  natural  history 
for  their  venerable  friend's  museum.  This  occurrence 
seems  to  have  fixed  his  destiny:  the  student,  young  as 
he  was,  felt  himself  at  once  in  his  proper  sphere.  He 
immediately  commenced  the  study  of  natutal  history;  a 
pursuit  which,  though  occasionally  suffering  a  tempo- 
rary interruption,  was  never  wholly  laid  aside  for  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  The  natural  gaiety  of  youth,  the 
attractions  of  fashion,  the  multiform  allurements  which 
surround  a  young  man  of  easy  fortune,  and  even  the  se- 
rious claims  of  a  commercial  establishment,  were  all 
capable  of  occupying  his  mind  but  for  a  short  season, 
to  be  soon  superseded  by  those  boundless  cravings  for 
knowledge  which  an  Almighty  Power  had  placed  with- 
in his  breast.  In  the  most  elated  moments  of  youthful 
excitement,  he  would  abi-uptly  relinquish  the  occupa- 
tion in  which  he  was  engaged,  if  an  opportunity  occur- 
red for  enriching  his  collections  with  an  insect;  and 
when  at  a  subsequent  day,  in  compliance  with  the 
earnest  wishes  of  his  father,  he  entered  mto  commer- 
cial engagements,  the  future  naturalist  was  found  by 
his  friends  occupied  with  those  pursuits  for  which  na- 
ture had  designed  him,  and  leaving  the  details  of  busi- 
ness to  others-  The  commercial  efforts  proved  unsuc- 
cessful; and  Mr.  Say,  deprived  of  his  patrimony,  in- 
stead of  endeavouring  to  repair  the  loss,  resolved  to  de- 
vote himself  exclusively  to  natural  history.     From  this 
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may  be  dated  the  commencement  of  his  purely  scien- 
tific career:  he  now  began  to  consider  science  as  a  pro- 
fession. As  has  so  frequently  been  the  case  in  the 
lives  of  learned  men,  tlie  loss  of  worldly  prosperity 
seemed  the  road  to  higher  intellectual  distinction  and 
more  enlarged  usefulness. 

The  studies  of  the  youthful  naturalist,  about  this 
period,  underwent  a  tem])orary  interruption,  from  his  ' 
service  as  a  volunteer  in  the  last  war  between  our 
country  and  England-  In  common  with  several  of  his 
friends  and  relations,  he  became  a  member  of  the  first  | 
troop  of  city  cavalry,  and  in  that  capacity  proceeded  to  | 
Mount  Bull;  where  he  remained  for  some  time  during  j 
the  years  1812  and  1813.  The  breaking  up  of  this 
military  post,  how  ever,  soon  left  him  at  liberty  to  return 
to  the  pursuits  for  which  he  felt  so  strong  an  attach- 
ment- ^  ^  I 
lii  pursuance  of  his  recent  determination,  he  had  al- 
ready devoted  considerable  labour  to  the  study  of  na-  ] 
tural  history,  and  the  collection  of  the  natural  produc-  I 
tions  of  our  country,  when  he  found  the  arena  of  his 
usefulness  suddenly  extended  by  the  formation  of  this 
Academy.  When,  on  the  25th  of  January,  1812,  the 
liitle  association  which  had  previously  employed  itself 
in  pursuits  of  a  more  private  character,  agreed  to  as- 
sume the  style  and  character  of  our  present  institution, 
it  was  considered  of  importance  that  Thomas  Say,  , 
though  absent  from  the  meeting,  should  be  assumed  as 
an  original  member.  1  he  compliment  thus  paid  to  a 
modest  and  retiring  man,  sho.vs,  as  was  intended,  the 
value  which  was  then  set  upon  his  adhesion  by  the  six 
others  who  liius  associated  him  to  their  number.  How 
amply  his  subsequent  course  justified  their  selection, 
all  the  volumes  of  the  Journal,  and  all  the  foreign  cor- 
respondence of  the  Academy  can  abundantly  testify. — 
He  came  among  them  a  disciplined  naturalist.  Such 
was  the  effect  of  private  study,  that  his  subsequent  ac- 
quaintance had  no  opportunity  of  witnessing  the  infancy 
of  his  scientific  powers.  His  elementary  knowledge 
was  complete;  his  acquaintance  with  classification  ade- 
quate, and  his  power  of  observing  and  discriminating, 
accurate  and  read}'.  He  was  at  once  prepared  for  the 
difficult  and  laborous  task  of  describing  and  catalo- 
guing American  productions  in  natural  history.  He  was 
fully  fitted  at  all  points  for  academic  usefulness. 

In  the  tasks  undertaken  by  Mr.  Say,  either  sepa- 
rately or  with  his  colleagues,  almost  every  thing  was  to 
be  done.  The  study  of  the  invertebral  animals  was  to 
be  introduced  to  the  notice  of  our  ciiizens.  A  taste 
for  natural  history  was  to  be  created  and  diffused. — 
The  departments  of  botany  and  ornithology,  almost  the 
only  ones  which  then  received  a  share  of  attention  in 
Philadelphia— the  one  almost  confined  to  the  elemen- 
tary pursuits  of  a  few  students  of  medicine,  or  young 
people  from  schools,  ambitious  of  a  more  liberal  educa- 
tion than  they  then  received;  the  other,to  the  curious  and 
admiring  re.iders  of  Wilson,  were  to  be  furnished  with 
a  rallying  point;  and  the  popular  attention  was  to  be 
at  the  same  time  directed  to  the  various  other  branches. 
It  was  not  that  the  studies  selected  by  Mr.  Say,  then 
incomplete,  were  to  be  further  extended:  the'studies 
were  to  be  created,  and  the  students  induced  to  prose- 
cute them. 

For  these  purposes,  his  efforts  were  truly  unremit- 
ting. Besides  the  very  large  amount  of  his  writings 
for  the  Journal,  he  was  attentive  and  regular  in  his 
presence  at  the  meetings;  and  during  the  intervals  may 
be  said  to  have  been  always  at  his  post  at  the  academy. 
Those  who  were  then  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  build- 
ing, will  abundantly  recollect  the  uniformity  with  which 
he  was  to  be  found  there.  Others  might  attend  more 
or  less,  as  service  on  committees.Ieisure,  or  the  wish  to 
pursue  particular  inquiries  might  demand  or  render 
convenient;  but  Mr.  S;>y  was  always  added  to  the  num- 
ber, always  employed  in  the  one  unremitting,  untiring, 
unmodified  pursuit,  the  study  of  natural  history.  The 
value  of  such   assiduous  attendance,  by  such  a  man, 


may  be  easily  imagined.  Those  who  were  disposed  to 
visit  the  establishment,  were  at  all  times  certain  of 
agreeable  society;  for  Mr.  Say  was  ever  attentive  to  all 
reasonable  calls  for  convei-sation,  so  much  so  as  even 
to  surprise  his  friends-  The  books  and  specimens  were, 
thi-ough  his  means,  of  ready  access,  while  at  the  same 
time,  his  presence  was  a  check  upon  confusion,  loss 
and  disorder.  His  uniform  attendance  operated  as  a 
powerful  encouragement  to  the  practice  of  studying 
within  the  walls  of  the  institution. 

This  indefatigable  and  eminent  naturalist  was  at  all 
times  ready  to  bestow  the  fruits  of  his  own  researches 
upon  those  of  his  friends  who  felt  an  interest  in  similar 
pursuits.  In  this  manner  he  was  incalculably  servicea- 
ble to  young  students  in  natural  history,  by  his  advice 
and  assistance;  feeling  far  moie  anxious  to  extend  the 
sphere  of  science  in  his  country,  than  tg  increase  his 
own  fame.  This  generosity  in  bestowing  upon  others 
the  results  of  his  own  industry,  so  highly  characteristic 
of  true  genius  and  real  love  for  science,  might  perhaps 
be  referred,  in  part,  to  a  sense  of  his  own  strength. — 
He  had  reputation  to  spare,  and  could  hardly  avoid 
feeling  aware,  that  the  inquirer  who  grew  in  science 
must  inevitably  form  a  higher  estimate  of  the  teacher 
of  whose  merits  he  thus  became  a  better  judge.  The 
effect  of  Mr.  Say's  liberality  of  disp^  ' 
amenity  of  manner,  was  peculiarly  fasci 
:  ed  forcibly  to  produce,  in  the  same,  individuals,  a  com 
j  bined  feeling  of  love  for  the  science,  and  for  the  natu- 
I  ralist  who  had  thus  gained  their  affections. 
I  In  M;iy,  1817,  the  publication  of  the  Journal  was 
!  commenced,  and  Mr.  Say  continued,  during  the  next 
I  ten  years,  to  be  one  of  its  steadiest  and  most  laborious 
I  contributors-.  Whatever  contingencies  might  take 
j  place  in  regard  to  the  services  of  others,  his  assistance, 
personally, when  in  the  city,  and  at  all  times  by  the  la- 


with  his 
ng,and  tend- 


bours  of  his 


of  tha 


1  never  wanting. 


the  autumn 


year, 


the  expedition  to  Florida  was  organized. 


I  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  objects  of  natural  historv 
The  party  consisted  of  Messrs-  Maclure,  Ord,  Say  and 
Peale;  who  spent  the  winter  in  that  country,  and  col- 
lected a  large  number  of  specimens,  with  descriptions 
of  many  of  which  they  afterwards  enriched  the  Journal. 
I  In  1819  and  1820,  the  celebrated  expedition  to  the 
1  Ri:cky  Mountains  took  pKice,  the  particulars  of  which 
I  are  before  the  public,  so  far  as  to  render  it  unnecessa- 
ry to  enter  into  details  in  the  present  paper,  particu- 
I  larly  as  these  are  not  scientific  in  their  character.  His 
;  learning,  his  patient  indus'ry,  and  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  him  by  all  the  officers  of  the  detachment,  are 
visible  in  every  page  of  the  narrative;  and  the  large 
portion  which  he  contributed  to  the  work  is  acknow- 
ledged by  the  editor.  This  embraces  the  whole  of  his 
favourite  department,  the  invertebral  animals,  together 
I  with  a  great  variety  of  additional  subjects,  to  which, 
from  ciicumstances  of  various  kinds,  it  was  convenient 
:  that  Mr.  Say  should  direct  his  attention.  In  the  expe- 
dition to  the  sources  of  St.  Peter's  River,  &c.,  perform- 
!  ed  in  1823,  at  least  equal  labour,  in  proportion  to  the 
j  time  employed,  was  bestowed  by  our  late  member  upon 
I  the  collection  of  materials;  although  a  portion  of  the 
I  preparation  for  the  press  was  saved  him  by  his  friend, 
I  AV.  H.  Keating,  Esq.  the  editor. 

During  the  period  of  our  narrative, honors  from  abroad 
came  thick  upon  him.  On  these,  however,  he  set  but 
a  limited  value,  except  where  they  were  the  means  of 
1  extending  or  increasing  a  knowledge  of  natural  history. 
I  His  correspondence  with  distinguished  foreign  natu- 
I  ralists  occupied  a  large  portion  of  his  time,  although 
I  constantly  confined  to  matters  of  science;  and  thus  su- 
!  perseded  much  of  the  letter  writing  which  would  have 
I  been  dictated  by  private  friendship. 
I  In  the  year  1825,  at  the  foundation  of  the  celebrated 
settlement  of  New  Harmony,  Mr.  Say  removed  to  that 
!  place,at  the  request  of  his  friend  William  Maclure,  Esq- 
1  His  residence  there,  as  well  as  that  of  several  other 
i  learned  men,  should  not  be  confounded  with   the  ec- 
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centric  experiment  of  which,  by  the  agency  of  Mr-  who  knew  him  were  not  conscious  that  it  was  then  for 
Robert  Owen,  the  same  place  was  made  the  theatre. —  the  Ijst  time  th^t  he  vis  ted  his  native  city,  or  ihe  walls 
It  was  for  the  purpose  of  constituting  a  school  of  natu-  '  of  his  beloved  Academy.  He  recovered  from  one  attack 
ral  science  under  the  patronage  of  our  liberal  President,  j  however,  to  be  subsequently  prostrated  by  another; 
By  the  munificence  of  that  distinguished  Individual,  he  i  and  finally,  the  closing  malady  appeared  on  the  20th  of 
enjoyed,  in  the  wilds  of  the  far  west,  all  the  advan-  September.  Tliis  is  described  as  a  disease  commencing 
tages  of  a  splendid  library,  abundant  facilities  for  ma-'  with  bilious  symptoms,  and  closing  with  those  oftvphus 
king  collections,  and  a  ready  printing  press.  It  is  un-  i  fever  with  a  highly  nervous  character,  accompanied 
fortunate.that  some  of  his  elaborate  papers  are  not  only  with  dysentery.  On  the  8th  of  that  month  lie  appear- 
rendered  difficult  of  access  to  the  scientific  world,  but  j  ed  to  improve;  but  on  the  following  day  his  debility 
exposed  to  the  risk  of  being  separated  ordestroyed,  by  !  increased  in  an  alarming  manner;  and  on  the  10th  he 
their  committal  to  the  evanescent  pages  of  the  news-  j  sunk  into  the  arms  of  death  by  an  easy  dissolution. 
paper  of  the  place,  the  New  Harmony  Disseminator.  '  Thus  perished,  while  yet  in  the  vigour  of  his  years, 
To  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the  columns  of  that  pa-  j  an  individual  on  whom  creative  wisdom  appeared  to 
per  suffer  under  the  dislike  and  disapprobation  of  all  have  stamped  in  the  strongest  manner  the  cliaracters  of 
that  large  portion  of  the  community  who  stand  oppos-  ;  a  master  mind  in  the  study  of  the  works  of  God.  His 
ed  to  (he  very  peculiar  doctrines  in  relation  lo  re- 1  last  days  cannot  be  said  to  have  passed  away  without 
ligion,  politics,  and  domestic  life,  which  were  intro- '  regrets.  Declining  health  and  laborious  cares  had  slowly 
duced  to  the  public  through  its  agencj-.  Owing  to  '  undermined  his  spirits,  a  tendency  to  depression  exlii- 
these  Closes,  naturalists  are  deprived  of  the  use  of  ma-  bited  itself,  and  he  appeared  to  feel,  though  snrround- 
ny  of  the  most  valuable  papers  of  .Mr.  Say,  which  it  ]  ed  by  friendship  and  munificence,  that  he  had  not  the 
were  to  be  wished  might  be  republished  by  some  one  independence  to  which  his  extraordinary  talents  and 
of  the  learned  societies  which  are  proud  to  acknow-  industry  entitled  him.  The  narrative  is  fruitful  of  in- 
ledge  him  among  their  members.  struction;  yet  the  sketch  of  his  scientific  and  personal 

The  scientific  world  is,  however,  in  possession  of  a  character,  ought,  perhaps,  lo  occupy  a  larger  share  of 
considerable  amount  of  matter  which  was  the  fruit  of  our  sheets  than  «e  have  devoted  to  it. 
his  industry  while  at  New  Harmony.  It  was  there  th.at  he  i  The  communications  of  Mr.  Say  to  natur.il  science 
composed  the  second  and  third  volumes  of  his  splendid  :  are  numerous  and  ofconsiderable  bulk.  We  have  ap- 
American  Entomology,  of  which  the  first  volume  had  pended  a  list  of  all  those  we  have  been  able  to  obtain; 
already  appeared,  and  the  six  numbers  of  his  Concholo-  j  with  the  double  object  of  giving  the  best  view  in  our 
gy.  The  volumes  of  the  Entomology  were  published  '  power  of  their  number  and  variety,  and  of  enabling  the 
in  Philadelphia — the  others  in  Indiana.  '  future  inquirer  to  find  them  with  more  facility.     They 

It  was  while  at  New  Harmony  that  Mr.  Say's  do- 1  are  scattered  through  a  variety  of  publications,  not  all 
niestie  happiness  was  enhanced  by  his  m.arriage  with  ;  devoted  to  natural  history,  and  one  of  these  even  a  news- 
Mis/ Lucy  W-  Sistare,  of  New  York,  a  lady  in  every  •  paper;  the  student  finds  it  impossible,  without  consid- 
way  qualified  to  add  to  the  felicity  of  such  a  man.  In  i  erable  exertion,  to  avoid  overlnoking  some  of  them; 
addition  to  many  elegant  accomplishments,  Miss  Sistare  I  and  it  is  too  much  lo  be  feared  that  individual  memoirs 
possessed  the  advantage  of  a  fondness  for  the  same  pur- 
suits, and  great  readiness  and  neatness  with  the  pencil ;  i 
a  talent  which  was  employed  lo  the  advantage  of  the  ' 
beautiful  works  which  we  have  just  named.  i 

Bes'des  the  elaborate  description  of  a  number  of  j 
natural  objects  collected  at  New  Harmony,  and  also  in 
Mexico,  during  the  tours  in  that  country  made  by  Mr.  I 

Maclure,  our  fellow  member  found  himself,  at  this  late  [  first,  to  insure  their  accuracy,  and  then   to    compress 
period  of  life,  again  involved  in  the  cares   of  business  [  them  within  the  smallest  possible  space,  the  amount  of 


are  irrecoverably  lost.  Their  number  will  probably 
surprise  even  some  of  his  acquaintance.  No  estimate 
of  their  value,  and  the  labour  necessary  to  produce 
them,  can,  however,  be  founded  upon  their  simple 
bulk;  nor  can  they  be  compared  to  others  upon  such 
a  principle.  If  we  take  into  view  the  extreme  labour 
which   he  uniformly  bestowed  upon    his  productions. 


nd  the  superintendance  of  properly.  Amid  the  chaos 
of  mind  which  (he  settlement  presented,  Mr.  Maclure  enormously  augmented 
felt  the  value  and  necessity  of  old  and  tried  friendship, 
tested  honour  and  untiring  industry,  in  ti.e  care  of  his 
vast  estates.  In  none  codd  he  confide  with  more  un- 
hesitating promptitude  than  in  the  subject  of  our  me- 
moir; and  he  who  in  early  youth  h.ad  sacrificed  liis  own 
property  to  the  pursuit  of  science,  was  willing,  in  ma- 
turerage,  to  devote  his  talents  to  the  c.u-e  of  that  of  his 


work  executed  by  this  indefatigable  writer  will  appear 
is  not  by  the  r 


But  it  is  not  by  the  rules  of 
arithmetic  that  the  Labors  of  Mr.  Say  are  to  be  judged 
in  any  respect.  To  form  a  just  idea  of  Ihe  space  in 
public  utiliiy  occupied  by  our  deceased  fellow  member, 
it  would  be  dtsirable  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  vacui- 
ties which  existed  in  American  science,  of  the  judg- 
ment which  he  formed  of  them,  and  of  the  success  of 
his  endeavors  to  fill  them.     To  do  this  in  an  adequate 


friend.  Duiing  the  frequent  periods  of  absence.which  ;  manner  would  require  an  extended  grasp  of  Ihe  mind. 
the  state  of  Mr.  Maclure's  health  or  the  various  scien- '  He  who  attempts  it  should  possess  an  enlarged  and  ac- 
tlfic  objects  he  had  in  view  rendered  necessary  for  se- ;  curate  acquaintance  with  the  subject,  the  power  of 
veral  years,  he  left  his  large  property  in  the  care  of  Mr.  ]  forming  comprehensive  views,  and  judgment  and  ability 
Say:  a  circumstance  which  materiallv  added  to  the  la-  in  expressing  the  results.  To  this  rare  combination, 
hours  of  Ihe  latter,  and  loaded  him  with  a  feeling  of  re-  the  gift  of  a  few  leading  minds,  your  reporter  fully  feels 
sponsibility  to  which  the  middle  of  his  life  had  been  a  [  that  he  possesses  no  claim;  but  it  would  be  committing 
stranger.  "  '  •   -.^--    -.  *  .:  i- 


Amid  these  accumulating  tasks  and  this  honorable 
charge,  the  termination  of  his  studies  was  now  gradual- 
ly approaching.     The  hand  of  death  was  busy  upon  the 


Wabash. 


The 


of  unusual  mortality;    began  his  labours. 


a  disrespect  to  your  nomination,  to  omit  presenting  such 
an  outline  as  he  is  enabled  lo  prepare. 

We  have  seen  that  the  larger  lacuna:  in  the  zoology 
of  our  country,  embraced  at    the  lime  when   Mr.    Say 


the  immense 


nd  obscure  masses  of 


and  the  ordinary  and  general  causes  of  disease  could 
only  co-,operate  with  the  severe  and  devoted  industry 
of  the  naturalist.  Mr.  Say's  habits  of  steady  and  pro- 
tracted application,  excessive  abstinence  and  loss  of 
sleep,  had  longbifore  this  period  exerted  an  injurious 
influence  upon  his  health,  exhibiting  Iheir  effects  in  re- 
peated attacks  of  fever  and  dvstentery;  and  when,  in 
1833,  he  paid  a  short  visit  to  his  friends'in  Philadelph' 


_...'phibia,  fishes  and  the  invertebral  animals.  The 
fishes  were  principally  left  lo  the  researches  of  Dr.  S. 
L.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Lesueur.  The  amphibia  were  pass- 
ed by  till  Ihey  subsequently  attracted  the  attention  of 
Mr.  Le  Conte, Professor  Green,  Dr.  Harlan,  and  others. 
It  was  in  the  immense  range  of  the  invertebrals  that 
.\Ir.  Say  exhausted  his  labors;  and  among  these  it  may 
be  said,  as  of  a  former  writer,   that  he  left  scarce   any 


for  the  conjoined  objects  of  health    and  science,    the    department  untouched,  and  none  that  he  touched  un 
ravages  of  sickness  were  but  too  visible.     Still,  those  1  proved.  His  descriptions  of  species  are  most  numeroiH 
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among  the annulosa  and  themollusca:  although  he  also 
made  investigatiuns  among  the  radiata,  as  appears 
from  the  list  of  his  publications,  and  among  the 
entozoaiia.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  he  exhausted 
any  of  these  departments:  the  stores  of  nature  within 
our  country  are  too  extensive,  and  much  doubtless  re- 
mams  for  future  observers.  Yet  he  described  the  large 
and  laborious  numbers  which  serve  for  the  general  ma- 
terials of  classification;  he  constructed  the  extended 
and  accurate  map,  to  which  the  task  of  making  local 
additions  is  easy,  but  which  forms  the  necessary  and 
only  guide  to  those  who  would  make  further  admea- 
surements. It  is  not  that  there  is  no  more  gold  in  the 
mme;  but  m  raismg  his  own  ore,  Mr.  Say  has  opened 
the  shatts  and  galleries,  pointed  out  the  veins,  and  indi- 
cated, by  his  example,  the  best  manner  of  working 
.1,-.^      He  has  laid  down  the  broad  masses  of  colourin| 


published  narrative.  In  fossil  zoology,  his  description 
of  new  species  of  the  Crinoidea  is  considered  highly 
valuable.  Some  other  matter  in  this  department,  in 
which  America  until  lately  presented  sueh  a  mass  of 
unknown  objects,  will  be  found  in  the  catalogue  of  his 
I  papers.  Ourfellow  member.  Dr.  Morton,  informs  me 
I  that  he  was  himself  induced  to  undertake  the  study  of 
I  tlie  New  Jersey  marl  fossils,  in  consequence  of  the 
perusal  of  Mr.  Say's  p.aper  treating  on  that  subject,  in 
the  1st  and  2d  volumes  of  Professor  Silliman's  Journal. 


lis   valuable   papers  on  American 


them. 


which,  however  they  may  be  augmented  and  retouched 
by  the  persevering  pencil  of  the  future  artist,  must  still 
lorm  the  basis,  and  in  very  numerous  cases  the  perfec- 
tion, of  the  picture.  Every  familiar  object  in  these 
departments,  that  frequently  met  the  eye,- but  produc 
ed  a  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  because  no  description  or 
place  for  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  writers  on  natural 
history,  received  its  character  from  his  hands  His 
task  was  that  of  Adam,  to  name  the  animals  as  they 
passed  before  him.  ■' 

_  His  modesty  at  first  induced  him  to  attempt  few  and 
isolated  species  and  dep.irtments  of  small  extent;  and 
as  time  gave  him  experience  of  his  powers  he  ventured 
farther.  A  few  scattered  insects  and  shells,  ascertained 
to  be  undescnbed  with  great  labour  and  preca.ilion, 
first  received  the,,-  characters  and  names  from  him - 
i?u  u  ""'^'^rtookthe  Crustacea  of  the  United  States 
which  he  described  and  classified.  He  then  extended 
his  labour  to  a  larger  number  of  shells,  selecting  those 
of  the  land  and  the  fresh  waters.     Next  came  the   de- 

Ar^hn'T  r",f  ^'■""P^  "^  "'^  Thysanour^,  the 

Arachnu^es  and  the  Myriapods;  and  then  he  fii^llV  en- 
tered among  the  v.ast  masses  of  the  true  insects  His 
publications  m  this  field  of  toil  principally  relate  to  he 
Coleoptera,  D.ptera,  Hemiptera,  Neurop'^era  and  H,-! 
menoptera.  His  account  of  the  Neurop  era  is  liable  o 
be  overlooked  ft-om  the  circumstance  of  its  publ  cMion 
in  a  journal  of  medicine  instead  of  one  devoted  to 
natui^  history.  When  the  late  Dr.  Godn^an  pubhshed 
the    Western  Quarterly  Reporter,  at  Cincinnati    Ohio 

«:j^l^urafj:^eSS:::^°:'^::i^l:.-r'''"- 

ceipt  of  this  valuable  paper  ?rrM?  Sa^tirh'uwhld; 
our  large  and  conspicuous  insects  of  this  o,Tr  wo  ild 
remain  undescnbed.  Our  deceased  fellow  membr.  1  ad 
now  achieved  so  much  of  his  task  that  he  rniiM  .ffi,  i 


rri^K :™';.-.""'  <*  f  ™p».»" 


dinary  habits  of  study,   and  re- 


here. 


of  all   the  facts  that 


were  collected  in  those  districts 


It  1  -^  T^r  ^'"'  ^  ™^"  <ie.rc;me„T  :f 

not  P  o  ess  nrnV.  T"''l^'  '^^  obtained,   although 
of  St    Piter-R  Rivl^  I         ^,  ^''Pe'^'t'on  to  the  Sources 


It  would  ; 

shells,  published  in  the  New  Harmony  Dis-seminator," 
and  communicated  to  me  by  the  politeness  of  Mr. 
Poulson,  are  in  reality  very  little  known  to  naturalists! 
Some  other  publications  were  made  by  Mr.  Say  in  that 
periodical;  it  appearing  to  have  been  his  first  object  in 
this  as  in  many  other  instances,  to  procure  a  public  re- 
cord of  his  papers  in  print,  so  as  to  establish  his  claims 
to  the  date  of  his  discoveries,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
I  obtained  duplicates  to  transmit  lo  his  learned  corres- 
pondents; leaving  it  to  subsequent  times  to  republish 
,  them,  and  thus  secure  their  wider  iliffusion  and  more 
I  easy  access. 

,  The  character  of  Mr.  Say  was  in  every  way  singularly 
1  fitted  for  the  task  which  lie  thus  made  the  business  of 
I  his  hfe.  He  was  gifted  with  a  strong  intellect,  accu- 
rate powers  of  observation,  vast  assiduity,  a  freedom 
from  those  unsettled  wanderings  of  the  mind  which  are 
so  frequently  the  bane  of  genius,  and  an  enthusiastic 
attachment  to  the  subject  of  his  studies.  Such  was  the 
ardour  of  his  perseverance,  that  for  a  long  period  he 
actually  lived  at  the  Academy,  sleeping  within  the  walls, 
and  only  leaving  the  institution  when  necessary  to  ob- 
tain his  meals.  'I'he  hours  of  refreshment  were  forgot- 
ten, and  sleep  unhesitatingly  sacrificed,  not  as  an  oc- 
casional exertion,  but  as  a  permanent  and  persevering 
habit.  His  extraordinary  power  of  concentrating  his 
industry,  had  an  effect  in  producing  the  peculiar  style 
of  his  pieces.  The  manner  of  writing  in  which  he  most 
delighted,  was  that  of  the  utmost  abridgment  of  which 
the  subject  was  capable,  cutting  off  every  unnecessary 
word.  It  was  not  that  he  was  incapable  of  a  fluent 
style,  for  various  parts  of  his  writings  demonstrate  the 
contrary,  such  as  some  of  his  contributions  lothe  narra- 
tive of  the  Expedition  to  the  Rocky  Mountains;  but  he 
seemed  to  think  it  an  injustice  to  the  reader  and  to 
science  lo  detain  men  from  knowledge  with  the  small- 
est redundancy  of  language.  At  the  same  time,  this 
severe  judge  was  far  from  criticising  others  with  the 
same  rigour  which  he  exercised  towards  himself;  and 
readily  forgave  the  luxuriance  of  style  in  their  works. 
His  own  manner,  when  he  indulged  in  his  beloved 
brevity,  was  certainly  liable  to  the  objection  of  difficul- 
ty to  untutored  readers;  but  still  more,  perhaps,  to  the 
risk  of  alarming  students  by  its  apparent  obscurity, 
than  to  the  reality,  as  the  knowledge  which  was  requi- 
site was  always  actually  present,  though  comprised  in 
few  words.  It  is  unnectrssaiy  to  add,  that  to  some 
profound  naturalists  this  abridged  style  is  a  recommen- 
dation. 

In  philosophy  he  was  an  advocate  for  that  doctrine 
which  attached  exclusive  importance  to  the  evidence 
of  the  senses.  Fact  alone  was  the  object  which  he 
though  worthy  of  his  researches.  Chains  of  reasoning 
or  general  principles  he  thought  so  frequently  falla- 
cious, as  to  constitute  an  employment  for  the  human 
intellect  of  secondary  and  even  doubtful  utility.  We 
will  not  here  stop  to  discuss  this  celebrated  opinion.— 
The  influence  which  it  has  exerted  through  the  minds 
of  Mr.  Say  and  others  has  contributed  sensibly,  within 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  stimulate  our  youth  to  the 
pursuit  of  science  in  preference  to  that  of  literature.— 
It  cannot  therefore  be  considered  as  acting  injuriously 
to  this  Academy,  which  should  be  considered  as  a  great 
school  of  observation  and  inductive  science. 

The  natural  temper  of  our  deceased  member  was  one 
ot  the  most  amiable  ever  met  with.     The  phrase  was 
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frequent  in  the  mouths  of  his  intimates,  that  "  it  was 
impossible  to  quarrel  with  him."  His  great  respect 
fur  his  parents,  and  his  compliance  with  their  wishes, 
have  been  already  mentioned.  He  was  repaid,  notwilh- 
standing  his  retired  life  and  his  exclusive  devotion  to  ' 
science,  by  a  singular  strength  of  attachment  on  the  part  j 
of  his  friends;  and  we  have  already  spoken  of  the  con-  ! 
fidence  of  Mr.  Maclure.  His  modesty  was  so  retiring,  ■ 
and  the  wish  that  he  frequently  expressed  "  to  save  | 
trouble"  to  others  so  great,  that  to  men  in  the  habit  of  ; 
living  much  in  the  world  they  might  perhaps  appear 
incredible.  The  contrast  of  these  with  the  manners  of 
the  times  was  occasionally  so  remarkable  as  almost  to 
amount  to  eccentricity  and  satire-  ' 

To  those  who  have  not  seen  him,  it  may  be  interest-  1 
ing  to  add,  that  he  was  tall,  muscular,  hut  spare,  appa-  [ 
rently  endowed,  before  his  health  was  injured  by  repeat-  I 
ed  illness,  with  considerable  strength.  This  enabled 
him  better  to  struggle  with  the  fatigues  of  toilsome 
journeys  and  the  wasting  inactivity  of  study.  His  com- 
plexion was  dark,  with  black  hair.  The  best  likeness 
of  him  is  a  small  one,  by  Mr.  Wood,  in  the  possession  of 
his  family. 

In  closing  an  account  of  the  life  of  our  deceased 
founder,  it  seems  consonant  with  the  spirit  of  our  insti- 
tution to  make  but  little  comment-  The  fact  and  truth 
of  which  it  is  our  habit  to  be  in  search,  shine  with  as 
much  clearness  and  instruction  in  the  contemplation  of 
a  life  passed  in  the  augmentation  of  natural  science,  as 
they  do  in  any  other  department  of  knowledge.  The 
institution  which  is  now  lamenting  his  death,  is  in  a 
great  measure  the  work  of  his  hands.  We  can  say,  as 
was  written  of  the  architect  of  a  splendid  temple,  "  Si 
monumenta  qu^ris,  circumspice." 

Extracts  from  the  constituent  Minutes  of  the  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences. 

PuiLAnKiPHiA,  Saturday  Jan.  25,  1S12- 
John    Speakman,    Esq.     having    taken    the    chair, 
Camillus   Macmahon  Mann,   Doctor  of  Medicine,  was 
called  by  the  meeting,  unanimously,  to  discharge   the 
duties  of  Secretary. 

Present,  besides  the  said  Chairman  and  Secretary. 
Gerard  Troost,  Esq-  Med.  Doctor, 
John  Shinn,  jr.  Esq- 
Jacob  Gilliams,  Esq. 
Nicholas  Parmantier,  Esq. 
Who  conjointly    having  proceeded  to  initiatory  busi- 
ness, as  well   for  themselves,  as  for  *Ir.  Thomas  Say, 
absent. 

Resolve — The  gentlemen  present  agree  to  form,  con- 
stitute and  become  a  Society  for  the  purpose  of  occu- 
pying their  leisure  occasionally,  in  each  other's  compa- 
ny, on  subjects  of  natural  science.interesting  and  useful 
to  the  country  and  the  world,  and  in  modes  conducive 
to  the  general  and  individual  satisfaction  of  the  mem- 
bers, as  well  as  to  the  primary  object,  the  advancement 
and  diffusion  of  useful,  liberal,  human  knowledge.  And 
the  said  gentlemen  present  pledge  themselves  to  the 
formation  and  persevering  support  of  this  said  intended 
society  accordingly. 

Determined. 
Signed  by  Thomas  Say,         Camillus  M.  Mann,  Sec'ry. 
John  Speakman,   N.  I.   Parmantier, 
G.  Troost,  J.  Gilliams. 

Philadelphia,  March  17,  1812. 

•  Mademy  of  Natural  Sciences. 

Thomas  Say,  Gerard   Troost,  Jacob   Gilliams,  John 

Speakman,    Nicholas  Parmantier,  John  Shinn,  jr.  and 

Camillus  Macmahon  Mann— Present— alltlie foundation 

members. 


*   The  name  "  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,"  was 
first  assumed  at  this  meeting. 


Every  individual  of  the  present  members,  founders 
of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  has  equally  felt 
that  an  association  of  this  nature,  tendency,  operation 
and  bearing,  free  and  perpetually  occlusive  of  political, 
religious  and  national  partialities,  antipathies, -preven- 
tions and  prejudices,  is  necessary  for  the  easier  and  more 
perfect  acquirement  and  the  better  progress  of  natural 
knowledge,  wherever  it  may  be  desired. 

We  will  contribute  to  the  formation  of  a  Museum  of 
Natural  History,  a  Library  of  Works  of  Science,  a  Che- 
mical Experimental  Laboratory,  an  Experimental  Philo- 
sophic Apparatus,  and  every  other  desirable  appendage 
or  convenience  for  the  illustration  and  advancement  of 
natural  knowledge,  and  for  the  common  benefit  of  all 
the  individuals  who  may  be  admitted  members  of  our 
institution  in  the  manner  herein  to  be  stated,  or  stated 
already. 

Camillus  M.  Mann,  Secretary. 

Signed  by  Thomas  Say,     N.  I.  Parmantier, 
J.  Gilliams,         G.  Troost, 

John  Speakman, 

LIST  OF  THE  PAPERS  AND  OTHER  WORKS  OF 
MR.  SAY,  SO  FAR  AS  ASCERTAINED. 

!  Journal  of  the  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. 

VOL.   I. 

Description  of  Seven  Species  of  American  Fresh 
Water  and  Land  Shells,  not  noticed  in  the  systems. 

Decriptions  of  several  new  species  of  North  American 
Insects. 

Some  account  of  the  Insect  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Hessian  Fly,  and  of  a  parasitic  Insect  that  feeds 
on  it. 

On  a  new  genus  of  the  Crustacea  and  the  species  on 
which  it  is  established. 

An  account  of  the  Crustacea  of  the  United  States. 

Descriptions  of  New  Species  of  Land  and  Fresh 
Water  Shells  of  the  United  States. 

Account  of  two  New  Genera,  and  several  New  Spe- 
cies of  Fresh  Water  and  Land  Shells. 

Notes  on  Professor  Green's  paper  on  the  Amphibia. 

Observations  on  some  of  the  Animals  described 
in  the  Account  of  the  Crustacea  of  the  United  States. 

Appendix  to  the  Account  of  the  Crustacea. 

Description  of  a  New  Genus  of  Fresh  Water  Bivalve 
Shells. 

Description  of  three  New  Species  of  the  Genus 
NK?a, 

VOL-   II- 

Descriptions  of  the  Thysanour«e  of  the  United  States. 
Descriptions  of  the  Arachnides  of  the  United  States. 
Descriptions  of  the  Myriapodx  of  the  United  States- 
Descriptions  of  Univalve  Shells  of  the  United  States- 
Account  of  some  of  the  M,arine  shells  of  the  United 
States- 
Description  of  a  Quadruped  belonging  to  the  Order 
Rodentia- 

On  a  South  American  species  of  CEstrus,  which  inha- 
bits the  human  body. 

Descriptions  of  Univalve  Terrestrial  and  Fluviatile 
Shells  of  the  United  States. 

VOL.  IH. 
Descriptions   of  Dipterous   Insects   of  the  United 
States- 
Descriptions  of  Coleopterous  Insects  collected  in  the 
Expedition  to  theiiocky  Mountains.     [229  pages, '356 
species.     Continued  into  vol.  iv.] 
VOL.  IV. 
Account  of  some  of  the  Fossil  shells  of  Maryland. 
On  the  Fresh  Water  and  Land  Tortoises  of  the  United 
States. 

Description  of  three  New  Species  of  Coluber  inhabit- 
ing the  United  States. 
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On  two  Genera  and  several  Species  of  Crinoidea. 

Descriptions  of  New  Hemipteious  Insects  collected  in  , 
the  expedition  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  i 

^  A  new  Genus  of  Mammalia  proposed,  and  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  species  upon  which  it  is  founded.  By  T.  ! 
Say  and  George  Ord.  \ 

Description  of  a  New  Species  of  Mammalia,  whereon 
a  New  Genus  is  proposed  to  be  founded.  By  T.  Say 
and  George  Ord. 

On  a  new  species  of  Modiola. 


Descriptions  of  New  Species  of  Bister  and  Hololepta 
inhabiting  the  United  States. 

Descriptions  of  some  New  Species  of  Fresh  Water 
and  Land  Shells  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  Species  of  the  Linnsan  Genus  Asterias  in- 
habiting the  coast  of  the  United  States. 

Descriptions  of  New  Species  of  Coleopterous  Insects 
inhabiting  the  United  States. 

Descriptions  of  Marine  Shells  recently  discovered  on 
the  coast  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  Species  of  the  Linnaan  Genus  Echinus  in- 
habiting the  coast  of  the  United  Slates. 

Descriptions  of  North  American  Dipterous  Insects. 

Descriptions  of  New  North  American  Hemipterous 
Insects,  belonging  to  the  first  family  of  the  section  Ho- 
moptera  of  Latreille. 

Contributions  of  the  Maclurian  Lyceum  of  Philadelphia. 

Remarks  on  some  Reptilia  of  Dr.  Harlan. 

Note  on  Le  Conte's  Coleopterous  Insects  of  North 
America. 

Descriptions  of  New  Species  of  Hymenoptera  of  the 
United  States.     [Not  completed.] 

Mnah  of  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  of  New  Yurk, 
Vol.  L 
Descriptions  of  New  American  Species  of  the  Gene- 
ra Buprestis,  Tracliys  and  Elater. 

Western  Quarterli)  Iteporter  of  Medical,  Surgical,  and  j 
Natural  Science;  edited  by  Jnhn  D.  Godman,  M.   D., 

Vol.  IT. 
Descriptions  of  Insects  belonging  to  the  Order  Neu- 
roptera,  Linn.,  Latreille.     Collected  by   the   Expedi- 
tion under  the  command  of  Major  Long,  [to  the  Rocky 
Mountains.] 

Siliman's  Journal,  Vol.  L 

Notes  on  Herpetoiogy. 

Observations  on  some  species  of  Zoophytes,  Shells, 
&c.  principally  fossil.  [Continued  into  vol.  ii.  Con- 
tains the  first  account  of  New  Jersey  Marl  Fossils.] 

Philosophical  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society,  1819. 
On  the    Genus  Ocythoe;  being  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  Thomas  Say,  Esq.   of  Philadelphia,  to  Wm.  El- 
ford  Loach,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 
American   Philosophical    Transactions,     Vol.   L     New 

A  Monograph  of  North  American  Insects  of  the  Ge- 
nus  Cicindela. 

VOL.  H. 

Descriptions  of  Insects  of  the  fattiilies  ofCarabici  and 
Ilydiocanthari  of  Latreille,  inhabiting  North  America. 

VOL.  IV. 

Descriptions  of  New  North  American  Insects,  and 
Observations  upon  some  already  described  [Part  of 
this  paper  was  also  printed  in  the  New  Harmony  Dis- 
seminator.] 


[Febbuaht 


In  the  "  Account  of  an  Expedition  from  Pittsburg  to  the 
Mocki/  Mountains,  performed  in  the  years  1819  and 
1820." 

The  wliole  department  of  Zoology;  with  the  addition 
of  various  Memoirs,  Narratives  and  Notes,  incorporated 
into  the  body  of  the  work.  Besides  what  is  published, 
it  will  be  remembered  that  Mr.  Say  was  robbed  of  a 
large  mass  of  collections  and  papers. 

/)(  tlie  "  Narrative  of  an  Expedition  to  the  Source  of  St. 

Peter's  River,  Lake  Winnepeek,    Lnhe  of  the  Woods, 

Uc.  &c.  performed  in  the  year  1823." 

The  notes  of  all  that  relates  to  the  Zoology  and  Bo- 
tany of  the  country  traversed;  as  well  as  much  of  the 
matter  relating  to  the  Indians.  Also,  the  greater  part 
of  the  Appendix,  viz:  the  article  Zoology,  in  124 
pages;  the  specimens,  and  other  materials,  which  ena- 
bled Mr.  de  Schweinitz  to  compose  the  article  Botany; 
and  the  KiUisteno  portion  of  the  Vocabularies  of  Indian 
Languages. 


Jn  the  Ai 


edition  of  Nicholson's  Encyclopcedia- 

The  new  modelling  of  the  whole  department  of  Na- 
tural History,  with  the  addition  of  all  the  American 
matter,  including  an  extensive  account  of  American 
Insects  and  Shells. 


American  Entomology,  or  Descriptions  of  the  Insects 
of  North  America,  illustrated  by  coloured  figures  from 
original  drawings  executed  from  Nature.  Philadelphia 
Museum,  vol.  i.  1824;  vol.  ii.  1825;  vol.  iii.  1828;  Glos- 
ary,  1825. 

American  Concholo^t/,  or  Descriptions  of  the  Shells 
of  North  America,  illustrated  by  coloured  figures,  from 
original  drawings  executed  from  Nature.  Six  numbers 
and  a  Glcssary.     New  Harmony,  Indiana,  1830 — 1834. 

Descriptions  of  New  Species  of  Curcutioniles  of  North 
America,  with  observations  on  some  of  the  species  al- 
ready known.  New  Harmony,  Indiana,  July,  1831. — 
Pamphlet. 

In  the  New  Harmony  Disseminator,  (communicated  by 
C.  A.  Potikon,  Esq.) 

.July  29,  1829. — Descriptions  of  some  new  Terrestrial 
and  Fhiviatile  Shells  of  North  America-  Continued  to 
Nov.  18th.     Nine  articles. 

Dec.  30.— New  Terrestrial  and  Fluviatile  Shells  of 
North  America.  Continued  to  January  29.  1  hree  ar- 
cles. 

We  are  informed,  that  other  publications  were  made 
by  Mr.  Say  in  the  ji.urnal  last  named;  but  of  these  we 
have,  as  yet,  been  unable  to  obtain  a  list. 


We  understand  that  a  lot  has  been  purchased  in  this 
borough,  for  the  erection  of  a  large  steam  machine 
shop,  for  the  manufacture  of  steam  engines,  rail  road 
cars  &c.  We  also  learn  that  two  enterprising  young 
men  intend  erecting,  early  in  the  spring,  a  steam  grist 
mill  in  this  borough. — Miners'  Journal. 


Hr.AiTH  or  PoTTsviLLE It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  as- 
certained by  the  person  who  took  the  census,  that  there 
were  on  Tuesday  last,  only  three  persons  confined  to  their 
beds  with  sickness,  in  the  borough  of  Pottsville,  contain- 
ing a  population  upwards  of  three  thousand  souls. — 
And  there  is  not  a  single  deaf  and  dumb  or  blind  person 
in  the  borough.  The  abave  facts  are  worthy  of 
record — lb. 
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STATEMENT  OF  DEATHS,  WITH  THE  DISEASES  AND  AGES, 

III  Ihe  City  and  Liberties  of  Philadelphia,  during  the  year  1834. 
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Of  the  above  there  were  Males  of  20  years  and  upwards,  1284;  under  20  years,  1526;  Females  of  20  years 
and  upwards,  1,005;  under  20  years,  1258. 

There  were  356  returns  received  at  the  Health  Office,  ol  persons  who  died  in  the  Alms  House  of  the  City  and 
Districts  during-  the  year;  519  People  of  Colour  are  included  in  the  total  number  of  deaths. 

Agreeably  to  returns  made  at  the  Health  Office  and  collided  from  151  Practitioners  of  Midwifery,  there 
were  born  in  the  City  and  Liberties,  during  the  year  1834,  3937  Male,  and  3635  Female  children,  mak'inK  the 
total  number  of  Birihs  7572,  leaving  a  difference  bet *'■-  ^'-'^ -^  r....i,_  ..rn,o„ 


veen  the  Births  and  Deaths  of  2499. 
DEATHS  IN  EACH  MONTH  OF  THE  YEAR. 


January 
February 
March     . 
April 
May      . 
June 
July      . 
August 
September 
October    . 
November 
December 


Health  Offici,  PaiULDiLPaiA,  January  1st.  183; 
Vol.  XV.  18 


Adults, 

Children. 

Total 

200         . 

212 

412 

,     160 

.     194 

.     354 

181 

234 

415 

.     160 

.     152 

.     312 

154 

167 

321 

.     121 

.     210 

331 

261 

506 

767 

.     163 

.     311 

.     474 

219 

214 

433 

.     347 

.     242 

.     589 

146 

165 

311 

.     177 

.     177 

.      354 

2784  5073 

By  Order  of  the  Buard  of  Health. 

WM.  A.  MARTIN,  CUrk. 
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HISTORICAL  NOTES. 
Br  Redmokd  Costisgham, 
(  Continued  from  page  118.) 
When  William  Penn  was  preparing  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope, he  sent  for  the  Chiefs  of  (he  Conestog'a  and  Sus- 
quehanna Indians,  and  renewed  his  promise  of  protec- 
tion. This  occurred  in  1701,  therefore  the  Chief  of 
the  Conestog-a  Indians  whoaddressed  Sir  William  Keith 
in  1721,  must  have  had  a  perfect  recollection  of  all  the 
circumstances  attending  the  conference  in  1701.  In 
Proud's  History  of  Pennsylvania,  page  326,  there  is  a 
note  which  is  inaccurate.  "  The  Conestoga  Indians  are 
the  remains  of  a  Tribe  of  the  Six  Nations."  What  fol. 
lows  is  correct.  "  On  the  first  arrival  of  the  English 
in  Pennsylvania,  messengers  from  this  Tribe  came  to 
welcome  them  with  presents  of  venison,  corn,  and 
skins;  and  the  whole  Tribe  entered  into  a  Treaty  of 
Friendship  with  the  first  Proprietary,  William  Penn, 
which  was  to  last  as  long  as  the  Sun  should  shine  or  the 
waters  run  into  the  rivers-" 

The  lines  in  italics  may  have  been  used  in  the  Great 
Treaty,  as  the  expression  was  a  favorite  one  with  the 
Indians.  The  Delawares  on  one  occasion  say  "  This 
Treaty  shall  continue  as  long  as  the  Sun  shall  rise  or 
the  waters  flow." 

The  writer  of  the  pamphlet  may  have  been  acquaint- 
ed with  the  fact  that  the  Conestoga  Indians  held  a 
conference  with  Penn's  commissioners  after  their  arri- 
val, but  entered  into  the  Treaty  of  Friendship  with 
WiUi.am  Penji  only. 

"In  the  latter  part  of  this  year,  16S2,  the  Proprieta- 
ry having  finished  his  business  with  the  Indians,  under- 
took  to  lay  out  a  plan  for  the  city." 

Proud's  History,  page  233,  volume  First. 

This  evidently  alludes  to  the  Great  Treaty  made  with 
the  Indians,  as  that  would  b.e  his  principal  business. 

By  referring  to  the  early  histories  of  the  Southern 
Colonies,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  year  1698  there  ex- 
isted no  particular  cause  to  compel  the  Indians  to 
seek  for  an  asylum  in  Pennsylvania;  but  in  1677,  1678, 
Sec,  the  histories  of  Carolina  and  Virginia  fully  corrobo- 
rate the  statements  of  the  Conestoga  Indians,  as  to  the 
time  when  they  settled  within  this  Province. 

The  Great  Treaty  having  been  made  before  Phila- 
delphia was  laid  out,  fully  confirms  public  opinion  "in 
the  conviction  that  it  was  made  at  Shackamaxan. 


Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  a  Treaty  was  regu- 
larly executed  by  Penn's  commissioners  with  the 
Shawanese,  before  the  arrival  of  William  Penn? 

It  had  rather  the  character  of  an  Indian  conference 
wh.ch  afterwards  was  ratified  as  a  Treaty,  at  Shacka- 
maxan, by  William  Penn.  By  the  Shawanese  and  Del 
awaresthe  fi,st  was  considered  as  the  preliminary,  the 
second  as  the  confirinatfii.17  ■r..«„...    mi,         n     • 

.   """"itoiy   lieaty.   When  allusion  was 
made  to  them,  it  was  customary  for  the  warriors  of  the 


Delawares  and  Shawanese  to  designate  them  as  "  the 
first  Treaties  made  with  Onas." 

Proud's  History  of  Pennsylvania,  volume  First,  see 
note  at  the  bottom  of  page  214,  where  part  of  Tee- 
deuscung's  speech  is  given. 

"  The  first  Treaties  of  Friendship  made  by  Onas  our 
Great  Friend,  deceased,  with  our  Forefathers,  when 
himself  and  his  people  first  came  over  here." 

Tradiiion  tells  us,  that  the  commissioners  of  William 
Penn  resided  at  Shackamaxan,  and  that  the  Indian 
conference  with  Markham,  was  held  under  the  Elm  in 
the  summer  of  1682,  at  Shackamaxan.  If  this  be  cor- 
rect, there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  second  conference 
having  taken  place  on  the  same  spot,  for  the  Indians 
would  select  it  in  preference  to  any  other  situation,  es- 
pecially on  account  of  the  Tree.  This  explains  why 
the  Treaty  was  made  under  the  Tree,  in  December, 
with  WiUiam  Penn;  as  the  Tree  would  naturally  be 
looked  upon  by  the  Indians  with  awe  and  reverence, 
and  be  considered  by  them  as  rendering  the  Treaty 
indissoluble. 


The  Indians  who  resided  at  Conestoga  having  re- 
moved from  Virginia  in  the  year  1677,  still  continued  to 
hunt  in  their  old  ground,  which  caused  a  disagreement 
between  them  and  the  Southern  Indians,  in  the  year 
seventeen  hundred  and  nineteen,  and  the  loss  of  their 
king  in  a  skirmish;  they  sent  a  deputation  to  Governor 
Keith,  to  request  his  protection.  The  Governor  in  the 
spring  of  1721,  went  to  Virginia  to  considt  with  the  Go- 
vernor of  that  state,  as  to  the  best  plan  for  the  security 
or  common  safety  of  the  Indians;  on  his  return  to  Phila- 
delphia, he  sent  to  the  Indians  at  Conestoga  a  message 
by  John  Cartlidge,  that  he  would  meet  them  in  Council 
on  the  fifth  of  July,  and  he  sent  a  similar  message  by 
James  Le  Torte,  to  the  Five  Nations.  In  the  afternoon 
of  that  day.  Governor  Keith  held  a  conference  with  the 
Shuwanese  Chiefs  of  Conestoga  Indians,  whom  he  call- 
ed his  children,  and  the  deputies  of  the  Five  Nations, 
whom  he  called  their  Friends,  at  Conestoga. 

Governor  Keith  reminded  the  Conestoga  Indians, 
th.at  their  oppressor,  Nathaniel  Bacon,  had  fallen  a  vic- 
tim to  his  passions,  in  1677,  and  that  the  present  Go- 
vernor of  Virginia  was  their  friend,  and  that  "  he  re- 
quested them  not  to  cross  the  Potomac  in  future,  and 
that  his  Indians  should  not  hereafter,  disturb  you  in 
your  hunting  grounds."  "  I  have  made  this  agreement 
which  you  must  keep.  It  is  but  a  few  years  since  Wil- 
liam  Penn  spoke  to  your  Nation  in  Council,  which  your 
Chiefs  must  well  remember.  Onas  gave  you  good 
counsel,  which  you  must  never  forget."  "I  leave  you, 
and  will  see  that  you  suffer  no  hurt,  for  you  are  my 
children.  I  will  speak  to  you  tomorrow  in  Council, 
and  on  the  day  after  to  the  warriors  of  Seneka,  Onon- 
dago,  and  Cayouga. " 

A  Conestoga  Chief  replied  to  Sir  William  Keith.— 
"  The  Roots  of  the  Tree  of  Friendship  are  planted 
deep,  the  tree  top  is  high, the  Branches  spread  in  warm 
weather  when  the  weary  Indian  sleeps  beneath  its 
shade,  so  is  the  Indian  protected  bt  Onas  when  danger 
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threatens  Trom  the  deep  and  dark  thicket.' 
I'ire  water  weakens  our  warrriois,  we  are  become  wo- 
men." "  We  have  not  forgotten  Onas,  he  promised  us 
protection  at  Shackamaxan-" 

Governor  Keith  was  not  apprehensive  of  any  danger 
from  the  Conestoga  Indians,  but  as  this  was  the  first 
lime  he  was  to  meet  the  chief  warriors  of  the  Iriquois, 
he  took  the  precaution  of  having  seventy  horsemen 
well  mounted  and  well  armed,  and  on  his  return  to 
Philadelphia,  was  received  with  much  pomp  by  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,  accompanied  by  two  hundred 
citizens  on  horseback. 

On  pages  130  and  132  of  Froud's  History  of  Penn- 
sylvania, will  be  found  the  proceedings  in  Council,  on 
July  6th,  7lh,  and  8ih,  1721.  On  page  136,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Keith  refers  to  the  Treaty  at  Shackamaxan. 

July  5th,  1721.  The  lands  contiguous  to  the  Indian 
town  of  Conestoga  were  described  as  exceeding  rich, 
fine  farms,  orchards  of  fiuit,  wheat,  barley,  rye,  flax, 
and  hemp,  raised  in  abundance  without  the  aid  of  any 


Pbotidential  Escape. 

In  the  year  1755,  the  Moravian  Missionaries,  Chris- 
tian Seidel  and  Henry  Frey,  visited  the  Indians  at  Wy- 
oming; on  reluming  by  the  warriors  path,  as  V,.ey  de- 
scended Nescopeck  Mountain  in  consequence  of  many 
trees  hav'mg  been  blown  down  by  a  recent  storm,  they 
wandered  from  the  path,  and  lliough  at  the  time  they 
suftered  from  anxiety,  yet  to  tliis  circumstance  they 
were  preserved  from  certain  death. 

A  number  of  Indians  had  planted  themselves  in  am- 
bush in  a  laurel  swamp,  at  the  foot  of  (he  mountain, 
with  the  inteniion  to  tomahawk  them,  but  the  Christian 
Brethren  missing  the  path,  were  graciously  preserved. 
The  Brethren  found  the  path  again  near  where  Co- 
ny ngham  has  since  been  built,  and  happily  reached 
Guadenhatton  in  safety. 

See  Loskiel's  Indian  Missions,  page  161,  Chapter 
Twelve. 


The  Great  Elm. 

Frequent  allusions  are  to  be  found  in  Indian  speeches 
to  this  Tne,  as  ■•  The  Tree  of  Friendship,"  "  Tree  of 
Peace,"  "  The  Great  Tree,"  &c. 

One  of  the  most  striking  is  contained  in  the  speech 
ofSassoanan,  a  Chief  of  the  Delawares,  in  1715. — 
"Let  the  Peace  be  so  firm,  that  you  and  us  joined 
hand  in  hand,  even  \i  the  greatest  Tree  f.dls,  it  shall  not 
divide  us." 

A  Conestoga  Chief  in  1701,  said  "  As  long  as  the 
Tree  stands  the  path  will  be  open  and  the  hatchet  un- 
stained" Again — "  Peace  shall  bst  whilst  the  Tree 
stands."  "The  path  of  the  Indians  is  open  to  the 
Tree."  "The  poor  Indian  hunted  for  shelter  but 
could  find  none;  he  went  to  the  Great  Tree,  and  found 
a  resting  place."     "  The  Branches  of  the  Great  Tree 


hang  over  the  path  of  the  Indian  and  guard  him  frotn 
danger." 

These  references  are  sufliclent  lo  convince  the  most 
incredulous,  that  the  Great  Treaty  with  William  Penn 
was  made  by  the  Indians  at  Shackamaxan, 


The  Elm  Theatt. 

To  E.  C.  Reigart,  Esquire,  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  at  Harrisburg,  I  am  indebted  fur  the 
following  information. 

"  I  find  a  Treaty  was  made  on  the  fifteenth  of  June, 
1682,  at  the  house  of  Captain  Lasse  Cock,  for  land  on 
the  Delaware,  extending  westward  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, beginning  at  a  White  Oak  on  land  in  the  tenure 
of  John  Wood,  and  by  him  called  Grey  Stones.  The 
Indians  were  cf  the  Delaware  Nation.  Captain  Lasse 
Cock  resided  at  Shackamaxan." 

I  sent  a  copy  of  this  Treaty  a  few  yeai-s  since,  lo 
William  Rawle,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  consequence  of  the  heat  and  number  of  persons 
whom  the  house  could  not  accommodate,  the  Indian 
conference  was  held  under  the  Elm  Tree,  and  the 
Treaty  signed  in  the  house  of  Captain  Lasse,  or  Cap- 
tain Lasey  Cook. 

Compare  the  following  extract  from  a  speech  of  a 
Conestoga  Indian,  with  an  extract  from  a  speech  of 
William  Penn  to  the  Indians  at  Shackamaxan,  under 
the  Elm  Tree. 

"The  Governor  of  Virginia  said  he  was  our  father, 
he  called  us  his  children;  he  chastised  us,  and  we  called 
on  our  Indian  brethren,  but  they  would  not  hearken. — 
We  left  our  hunting  ground. — We  came  to  Conesto- 
gue. — We  formed  a  chain  of  Friendship  with  Onasj  if 
the  Tree  should  fall  it  would  not  break  a  link." 

Gordon's  History  of  Pennsylvania,  page  76. 

"  He  would  not,  like  the  people  of  Maryland,  call 
them  his  children  or  his  brethren;  for  some  parents 
chastise  their  children  too  severely.and  brethren  would 
disagree;  nor  would  he  compare  their  friendship  to  a 
chain  which  the  rain  might  rust,  or  the  fall  of  a  Tree 
destroy." 

Substitute  Governor  of  Virginia  or  people  of  Vir- 
ginia for  people  of  Maryland,  and  the  language  of  Wil- 
liam Penn  would  be  such  as  he  probably  used.  Let  it 
be  borne  in  mind,  that  Nathaniel  Bacon  in  Virginia  in 
the  year  1676,  created  such  alarm  among  the  Indians, 
that  about  sixty  families  removed  to  the  Susquehanna, 
and  settled  at  Conestogue. 

A  note,  page  127  of  Watson's  Annals,  says,  "There 
is  a  deed  from  Governor  Henoyon  of  New  York  of  the 
year  1654,  granting  to  Peter  Cock  his  tract  then  called 
Shackamaxan."  On  the  same  page  will  be  found  "af. 
ter  the  Treaty  was  held,  William  Penn  and  the  Friends 
went  into  the  house  of  Lasey  Cock." 

Among  the  Magistrates  appointed  by  Governor  An- 
dross,  for  one  year,  for  the  up  river  jurisdiction,  were 
Peter  and  Earnest  Cock,  1664,  5.  Peter  Cock  then 
resided  at  Shackamaxan. 
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The  information  which  we  publish  below  concerning 
the  population  of  this  place  will  doubtless  prove  grati- 
fying- and  acceptable  to  the  majority  of  our  readers. — 
The  statement  is  the  result  of  an  actual  enumeration  of 
the  inhabitants,  made  by  the  gentleman  who  was  em- 
ployed to  take  the  census  of  1830  in  this  county.  The 
total  number  of  resident  population  in  1830  was  2424, 
and  the  total  number  at  present,  as  appears  below,  is 
3117,  showing  an  increase  since  that  period  ol  693.— 
This  result  is  certainly  greater  than  we  anticipated. 
Withevery  allowance  for  the  comparatively  small  de- 
gree of  mortality,  owing  to  the  hec^lthiness  of  our  situa- 
tion, and  the  rapid  increase  of  births  owing  to  the  well 
known  salubrity  of  our  mountain  air,  still  when  we  re- 
flected upon  the  extent  of  emigration,  we  were  not  pre- 
pjired  to  anticipate  the  result  disclosed.  The  births 
have  been  strikingly  numerous,  as  will  be  evident  by  an 
inspection  of  the  table  below,  showing  the  population 
classed  according  to  their  respective  ages.  In  1825 
our  population  did  not  exceed  300  persons.  It  will  be 
seen  that  the  number  of  males  and  females  is  nearly 
equal  in  our  borough — an  unusual  circumstance  in  a 
new  place.  Our  neighbors  abroad  who  have  been  ac- 
customed to  hear  so  much  about  our  declining  situation, 
and  to  hear  the  language  of  Virgil  respecting  Troy  ap- 
plied to  us,   "fuit  IlUum." 

"  Troy  is  no  moi-e — her  glories  now  are  gone," 

will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  Potlsville  may  still  count 
no  less  than  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
inhabitants!  And  also  that  the  prospect  of  her  future 
increase  is  in  the  highest  degree  flattering,  because  her 
business  prospects  were  never  more  so  in  all  its  various 
branches.  In  addition,  the  rising  generation  are  truly 
multitudinous,  and  (under  Providence)  it  is  difficult  to 
foretell  to  what  incalculable  extent  these  will  continue 
henceforward  to  swell  the  number  of  our  population. 
Let  us  hear  no  more,  therefore,  of  the'dechne  of  Potts-. 
ville.  The  time  has  arrived  when  she  may  be  said  to 
have  arisen,  like  the  Phirnix,  from  her  ashes.  A  few 
more  years  and  she  will  be  second  to  no  inland  town 
within  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania.  For  if,  while  strug- 
ghng  under  the  most  unfavorable  circumstances  for 
her  trade  and  industry,  she  has  not  only  maintained  her 
ground  but  actually  gone  on  increasing  in  numbers — 
what  may  we  not  expect  of  her  under  propitious  aus- 
pices. 


ville,   though   not    embraced    within   the    corporate 
limits. 

MOUNT  CARBON. 


u 

der  5  years 

between  5  and  10 

10 

15 

15 

20 

20 

.30 

30 

40 

40 

50 

Free  white  males. 
Free  white  females, 
Free  coloured  males. 
Free  coloured  females. 

Total, 


Males. 

Females 

Total 

17 

38 

5 

10 

15 

5 

12 

17 

13 

9 

22 

37 

19 

56 

20 

13 

33 

7 

4 

11 

7 

2 

9 

3 

1 

4 







118 

87 

205 
118 
87 
5 
3      . 

213 


Males. 

Females 

Total. 

There  are  under 

5  year- 

277 

307 

584 

between  5  and  10. 

204 

197 

401 

10 

15 

155 

164 

319 

15 

20 

111 

169 

280 

20 

30 

353 

315 

668 

30 

40 

259 

208 

467 

40 

50 

90 

87 

177 

50 

60 

53 

38 

91 

60 

70 

12 

18 

30 

70 

80 

3 

5 

8 

80 

90 

2 

3 

5 

1519 

1511 

3030 

Free  white 

males. 

1519 

Free  white  females,  151 
To  which  must  be  added 

Free  coloured  males,  t 

Free  coloured  females,  4 

Total  population,  31] 

Of  the  above  number  there  are  247  foreigners  not 
naturalized. 

We  also  give  below  the  population  of  Mount 
Carbon,  which  may  be    considered  a  part  ot  Potts- 


Ofthe  above  number  there  are  30  foreigners  not 
naturalized. 

Total  population  of  Potlsville,  3117 

do  do  Mount  Carbon.  213 

3330 

The  following  statement  gives  the  difTerent  occupa- 
tions of  the  inhabitants  of  Pottsville — it  only  includes 
the  heads  of  families.  There  are  various  kinds  of  busi- 
also  carried  on  by  single  freemen. 


2  Lawyers,* 
34  Col  hers, 

19  Merchants,! 

20  Innkeepers, 
9  Masons, 

19  Boatmen, 
38  Carpenters, 
11  Bout  Builders, 

1  Livery  Stable, 
93  Miners, 
84  Labourers, 

3  Brick  Makers, 

3  Engineers, 
15  Blacksmiths, 
18  Mantua-Makers, 

2  Painters, 

21  Shoemakers, 

1  Miller. 

3  Brewers, 
15  Washer-women, 
14  Clerks, 

2  Wheel-wrights, 

3  Beer-houses, 

1  Minister  of  Gospel, 

2  Iron  Masters, 

2  Weigh  Masters, 
1  Canal  toll  collector, 
1  Road  toll  collector, 
1  Post  Master, 
1  U.  S.  Mail  Contractor,  3  Plasterers, 

3  Constables,  2  Tin  Smiths, 

1  Potter,  3  Tobacconists, 

7  Confectioners,  1  Tallow  Chandler, 

1  Stone  Cutter,  1  Soap  Boiler, 

9  Butchers,  1  English  Pensioner, 

1  Gansmith, 


2  Printers, 
1  Apothecary, 

3  Ladies, 
1  Plummer, 

1  Weaver, 
6  Physicians, 

2  Bakers, 
i  Cabinet  Makers, 

1  Dyer, 

2  Hatters, 

4  Boarding  houses, 

1  Vinegar  Merchant, 

2  Barbers, 

3  Milliners, 

2  Pedlars, 
1  Coachmaker, 

1  Mill-wright, 

3  Saddlers, 

4  Gentlemen, 

5  Teachers, 

2  Tanners, 
1  Skin  Dresser, 
4  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
1  Lock  Smith, 
1  Bottling  cellar, 
4  Traders, 

11  Tailors, 
1  Drover, 
1  Jeweller, 
1  Turner, 
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Tltird  Annual  Report  made  to  the  Coal  Mining  Msociation 
of  Schuylkill  County,  January,  1835. 


hibit  the  amount  rurnisbed  and  consumed  in  the  time 

above  stated. 

April  1,  18.32— none  in  market. 

Sent  this  year  from  all  sources         373,871  tons, 
Kemaining  at  all  points  and  unsold     70,000 


April  1 


Consumed 

3 — old  stock 
over 
Sent  this  vear  from  all 


img 


303,871 


70,000  tons. 
48-1,986 


Consumed 

April  1,  1834 — old  stock  remaining 
over 
Sent  this  year  from  Schuylkill 
Lehigh 
Lackawanna 

In  market  at  the  close  of  naviga- 
tion 


120,000 


120,000  tons. 
224,242 
106,244 
43,700 


494,186 


By  the  above  it  appears  that  the  increased  consump- 
on  in  1833-34  over  that  of  1832-33  was  more  than  43 


The  duty  again  devolves  on  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
presenting  to  the  association  an  account  of  the  past 
year's  operations,  and  their  views  of  the  trade  in 
genera(. 

Three  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Coal  Mining  As- 
sociation «Tis  organized,  and  during  that  brief  period, 
many  and  great  changes  have  taken  place,  but  the 
trade  has  advanced  with  a  sure  and  steady  pace,  and 
has  attained  that  station  which  warrants  us  in  saying  it 
is  now  one  of  the  most  considerable  branches  of  produc- 
tion, which  our  state  possesses. 

The  rugged  hills  of  our  region  have  become  a  busy 
theatre  of  active  industry,  and  those  tracts  which  ten 
years  since  could  afford  but  a  scant  support  to  a  few  \ 
hardy  woodsmen,  now  team  with  a  busy  population,  { 
who  by  their  industry  (that  true  source  of  national 
wealth,)  sustained  by  the  enterprise,  and  funds  of  citi- 
zens drawn  hither  from  other  places,  are  daily  extract- 
ing from  the  earth,  her  hitherto  dormant  treasures,  and 
forwarding  to  the  sea-board  an  article,  which  is  destin- 
ed ere  long  to  supplant,  if  not  entirely  supersede  the 
use  of  wood  as  a  fuel;  nor  is  the  comfort  and  economy 
of  coal  as  a  fuel  its  only  recommendation;  already  has  | 
its  safety  been  so  well  tested,  that  insurances  on  pro- 
perty in  our  cities  have  fallen  far  below  their  former  tion  i 
rates,  as  fires  are  found  to  be  less  frequent,  and  as  those  ■  per  cent,  and  that  the  whole  stock  on  haiid  when  the 
devastating  conflagrations  formerly  so  common  in  our  '  season  closed,  was  but  59,200  tons,  or  13  3-5  per  cent 
large  cities,  are  now  unknown  where  our  staple  is  used,  i  over  the  actual  consumption  of  that  year-^ 
The  value  of  property  in  those  places,  has,  in  conse- [  The  winters  of  1832-33  and  1833-34  were  both 
quence,  increased  in  the  same  proportion;  in  addition  unusually  mild,  while  thus  far  in  the  present  wmterthe 
to  which,  every  species  of  property  on  the  line  of  the  ;  cold  has  been  proportionally  greater,  and  should  it  con- 
canal  has  ri.senin  value.  The  property  in  Philadelphia  '  tinue  equally  cold  itis  believed  the  supply  on  hand  will 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Schuylkill,  has  advanced  beyond  ;  not  exceed  the  demand. 

the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  the  former  holder-^;  ;  It  is  not  the  interest  of  the  coilier  that  a  scarcity 
and  that  section  of  the  city  which  but  a  few  years  should  be  felt  at  any  point,  but  that  there  should  be  a 
since  was  a  waste  common,  is  now  a  busy  mart  of  full  and  ample  stock,  in  order  that  the  consumer  may 
trade.  !  at  all  times  with  safety  rely  on  being   supplied,    as  by 

To  the  coal  trade  in  a  great  measure,  (if  not  entirely)  ;  this  means  only  caa  we  depend  on  our  trade  being  re- 
this  rise  in  the  value  of  properly  is  attributable,  and  gular,  fluctuations  are  at  all  times  injurious  in  every 
when  we  reflect  that  the  trade  is  but  in  its  infancy,  we  |  trade,  butparticularly  so  to  the  collier,  his  grand  object 
may  with  safety  anticipate  a  still  greater  advance,  j  should  be  a  regular  and  steady  market,  and  experience 
and  in  a  short  period  expect  to  see  both  banks  of  the  has  taught  us  that  low  prices  and  a  steady  demand  are 
river,  lined  with  wharves,  loaded  with  the  product  of  far  preferable  to  high  rates  with  uncertainty.  Most  of 
our  region.  :  us  have  witnessed  the  various  fluctuations  to  which  our 

The  amount  sent  from  this  section  during  the  past  ;  business  has  been  subjected  from  its  commenceinent, 
season  as  anticipated  in  our  last  report,  was  less  than  '  but  in  no  instance  have  we  known  the  collier  derive  a 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  the  causes  assigned  in  our  j  benefit  from  a  sudden  rise.  His  contracts  being 
last,  having,  we  fear,  operated  against  the  trade  generally  made  for  given  quantities,  he  is  bound  to 
throughout  all  its  ramifications,  as  it  is  found  that  supply  at  the  contracted  price,  while  the  dealer,  the 
both  the  other  districts  have  experienced  a  like  de- :  boatman,  and  laborers,  are  the  only  ones  who  derive  a 
pression.  !  profit  from  a  sudden  demand.    We  have  within  the  last 

It  was  the  opinion  of  the  board  that  with  a  healthy  ;  three  years,  witnessed  the  price  of  freight  to  Philadel- 
state  of  trade,  the  consumption  of  the  present  year  |  phia  vary  from  85  cents  to  gS  75  per  ton,  while  the 
would  amount  to  600,000  tons;  they  still  believe  they  price  of  Coal,  as  delivered  by  the  colliers  on  their  con- 
were  warranted  in   that  esiimate,  by  the   known  con- ;  tracts,  was  unchanged. 

sumption  of  the  preceding  year,  which  they  were  ena-  i  The  business  requires  that  the  mines  should  be  cori- 
bled  to  ascertain  from  the  following  facts.  I  stantly  worked  to  preserve  them   in   good  order  for  if 

The  extreme  severity  of  the  winter  of  1831-32,  caus-!  neglected  or  sufll'ered  to  lie  idle,  dilapidation  soon 
cd  all  the  coal  then  on  hand  to  be  consumed,  and  when  '  takes  place;  in  addition  to  which  the  workings  being  in 
the  spring  opened,  the  depots  were  drained  and  the  what  is  technically  termed  surface  coal,  more  faults  are 
business  commenced  with  clear  wharves.  j  to  be  encountered  than  may  be  supposed  to  exist  when 

In  the  year  1832  there  were  sent  from  all  sources  i  the  working  is  below  the  water  level,  and  the  roof 
rising  370,000  tons;  the  winter  of  1832-33  being  unusu-  j  more  firm,  and  in  consequence  the  operations  must  be 
ally  mild,  and  the  supply  large  in  comparison  with  for-  I  continued  at  all  seasons  and  to  a  certain  extent  without 
mer  years,  it  was  found  there  was  remaining  unsold  in  regard  to  the  demand.  Until  recently  all  the  coal  sent 
all  the  cities  on  the  1st  April,  1833,  70,000  tons,  leav- i  to  market  from  this  section  was  taken  from  seams 
ing  for  the  consumption  of  the  preceding  year,  300,000  above  the  water  level,  and  even  up  to  this  time  no  fair 
tons;  the  following  year  the  supply  was  much  greater,  experiment  has  been  made  on  what  is  below, 
and  the  winter  equally  as  mild  as  the  former-,  if  not  i  The  consumption  along  the  line  of  the  canal  has  re- 
more  so,  and  from  the  best  information  we  have  been  gularly  increased,  (excepting  for  the  last  year,  when, 
able  to  obtain,  and  that  from  sources  to  be  relied  on,  owing  to  the  purchasers  having  delayed  too  long,  they 
there  was  on  the  1st  of  April,  1834,  unsold  in  all  the  failed  in  getting  a  supply)  and  the  rail  roads  diverging 
cities,  1 20,000  tons.     The  following  statement  will  ex-  '  from  Philadelphia  have  been  a  means  of  introducing  the 
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coal  into  the  towns  and  villages  around  (o  a  considera- 
ble extent. 

Tlie  following  account  taken  from  the  books  of  the 
Navigation  Company,  will  exhibit  the  amount  consum- 
ed along  the  line  from  the  opening  of  tlie  canal  in  1825, 
to  the  present  time — 

1825  1,450  tons. 

1826  "5,154 
182r  3,372 

1828  3,332 

1829  5,321 

1830  6,150 

1831  7,848 

1832  13,429 

1833  19,432 
1334  18,572 

Within  the  last  year  an  improvement  has  been  made 
in  the  burning  of  lime,  and  the  small  coal  and  dirt 
heretofore  deemed  as  useless,  and  indeed  cumbersome 
about  the  moutlis  of  llie  drifts,  is  now  consumed  for 
that  purpose. 

There  was  imported  into  the  United  States  in  the 
year  ending  September  30th,  1834,  1.626,185  bushels 
of  Bituminous  Coal,  being  721,852  bushels  less  than 
was  imported  in  the  preceding  year;  the  annual  ex- 
ports have  not  been  ascertained  correctly,  as  no  return 
has  been  made  up  to  this  date. 

To  make  up  the  whole  amount  of  Bituminous  coal 
annually  consumed  on  the  seaboard  has,  for  some  time, 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Board,  and  they  have 
made  some  progress  in  that  investigation,  but  as  their 
table  is  not  yet  fully  completed,  owing  to  the  difficully 
of  obtaining  correct  information  from  some  tracts,  they 
must  defer  until  a  future  meeting  the  presenting  of  that 
exhibit;  in  it  they  wish  to  present  at  one  view,  the 
whole  amount  raised  and  consumed  throughout  the 
wrhole  extent  of  the  seaboard,  and  to  give  correct  data 
for  future  estimates.  When  that  is  completed  they 
will  be  able  to  lay  before  you  an  account  that  will  place 
the  trade  in  such  a  light  as  will  enable  all  to  form  cor- 
rect conclusions. 

The  number  of  Boats  on  the  canal  remains  about  the 
same  as  last  year,  when  Ihey  were  estimated  at  570; 
those  then  in  use  had  undergone  repairs  when  needed, 
and  were  generally  in  good  order;  and  although  but 
few  new  ones  have  been  built,  they  have  been  still  suffi- 
cient to  supply  the  place  of  those  that  were  drawn  off 
as  unfit  for  further  service. 

The  price  of  freight  has  been  lower  throughout  the 
season  than  was  ever  before  known,  but  it  is  believed 
that  the  increased  facilities  offered  by  the  improved 
stale  of  the  canal,  and  the  enlarged  size  of  the  boats 
will  enable  us  to  send  to  market  next  season  without 
any  material  advance  being  required. 

A  large  number  of  boats  remained  idle  during  the 
last  season,  and  aie  scattered  along  the  canal  in  secure 
places;  many  of  those  will  necessarily  require  repairs, 
but  when  put  in  order  and  added  to  the  stock  now  in 
use,  it  i-i  believed  there  will  be  sufficient  for  the  trade 
next  season. 

The  tonnage  of  the  boats  has  gradually  increased 
since  1825,  and  can  be  still  further  augmented  when  the 
trade  has  attained  that  point  to  require  it.  The  follow- 
ing table  will  give  the  increased  amount  up  lo  this  date: 


Number 

Average  tons 

Years. 

of  trips. 

Tons  earned. 

per  boat. 

1825 

260 

6,500 

25 

1826 

652 

16.767 

25  15—20 

1827 

1,183 

31,360 

26  10—20 

1828 

1,751 

47,284 

27 

1829 

2,909 

79,973 

37  10—20 

1830 

2,978 

89,984 

30  4—20 

1831 

2,338 

81,854 

35 

1832 

5,961 

209,271 

35  2—20 

1833 

6,054 

250,588 

41  7-20 

1834 

5,167 

224.242 

43  8—20 

The  boats  on  the  canal  give  employment  to  two  men 
and  one  boy  each,  exclusive  of  horses,  making  an  ag- 
gregate (when  all  employed)  of  1140  men  and  570 
boys,  independent  of  the  persons  employed  in  loading 
and  unloading,  as  also  those  stationed  on  the  line  of  the 
canal. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  persons  above 
mentioned  are  employed  in  transporting  the  coal  to 
tide  water  only,  and  that  the  same  number  of  persons, 
as  also  the  same  amount  of  tonnage,  are  required  to 
transport  it  from  that  point  to  the  different  places 
along  the  coast,  where  it  is  required  for  consump- 
lion- 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  trade  on  the  Schuylkill  alone 
gives  employment  to  24,733  tons  for  internal  trade,  and 
a  like  amount  (excepting  so  much  as  is  consumed  along 
the  line  of  canal  and  in  Philadelphia)  for  coasting,  to- 
gether 49,466  tons,  an  amount  exceeding  any  other 
branch  of  trade  in  tlie  United  States.  If  lo  tliis  be  ad- 
ded the  amount  sent  from  the  Leliigh  and  Lackawana 
and  the  Bituminous  coal  raised  in  Virginia,  it  wdl  not 
fall  short  of  80,000  tons,  an  amount  that  will  bear  a 
comparison  with  that  of  many  of  our  commercial  cities, 
and  from  the  certain  increase  that  will  take  place,  we 
have  good  reason  to  expect  that  Congress  will  continue 
to  sustain  a  trade  that  may  with  propriety  be  called  a 
nursery  for  our  seamen. 

The  canal  was  opened  on  the  13lh  of  March  and 
closed  by  the  frost  on  the  15th  of  December,  giving  276 
days.  In  its  present  state  it  is  estimated  as  able  to 
transport  800,000  tons,  and  by  deepening  it  one  foot 
the  boats  may  be  enlarged  and  the  transit  increased 
without  any  material  lossofwaler;  but  the  Schuylkill  Is 
capable  of'still  greater  improvements,  and  it  is  believed 
that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  the  present  canal 
will  give  place  to  a  slack  water  navigalion  sufficient  to 
admit  vessels  to  load  at  our  wharves  here,  and  carry  our 
product  direct  from  this  place  to  the  most  distant  part 
of  our  extended  coast. 

In  our  last  report  we  stated  our  intention  of  addressing 
the  N.avigation  Company,  on  the  subject  of  a  reduction 
of  Tolls  and  other  charges;  that  subject  was  promptly 
attended  to  and  the  correspondence  is  now  laid  before 
the  association  together  witli  other  correspondence  and 
communications. 

The  Company  during  the  last  season  reduced  the 
number  of  ferries  by  erecting  bridges,  but  declined 
acting  on  the  subject  of  toll  at  that  time, — we  have 
'  every  confidence  that  they  will,  ere  long,  comply  with 
the  just  proposition  made,  and  put  the  collieries  of  this 
section  on  a  more  favorable  footing. 

The  dam  erected  by  the  Company  on  Tumbling  Run 
(to  srrve  as  a  reservoir  for  the  canal)  has  been  of  ma- 
terial service  and  fully  answers  the  purpose  for  which 
it  was  made,  and  although  the  past  summer  was  dry 
and  the  springs  lower  than  they  had  been  known  to  be 
for  many  years  previous— the  canal  was  amply  supplied 
from  that  source,  and  no  interruption  in  the  trade  was 
experienced. 

The  dam  is  estimated,  when  full,  to  contain  24,000,- 
000  cubic  feet  of  water,  equal  to  the  contents  of  3,000 
locks.  The  Company  are  erectins  another  dam  on  the 
same  stream,  about  half  a  mile  higher  up,  which  will 
contain  about  50,000,000  cubic  feet  of  water.  When 
this  is  completed  all  fears  of  a  scarcity,  even  in  the 
dryest  season,  will  have  vanished. 

The  Tumbling  Run  is  a  strong  and  regular  stream, 
pursuing  a  course  of  about  nine  miles  between  the  Se- 
cond and  Sharp  Mountain, — and  from  its  rapid  fall  is 
capable  of  affording  a  succession  of  Dams,  at  short  dis- 
tances throughout  its  whole  course,  if  found  requisite. 

The  free  and  unlimited  use  ot  the  water  of  the 
Schuylkill  by  the  Navigation  Company,  has  created 
fears  in  the  minds  of  many  of  the  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, that  as  the  trade  increases  the  supply  of  water  for 
city  purposes  will  be  curtailed,  and  eventually  render- 
ed very  precarious;  already  have  disputes  arisen  be- 
tween the  City  Authorities  and  the  Narigation  Compa- 
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ny  on  that  subject, — but  a  plan  has  been  proposed 
which,  if  carried  into  effect,  will  prevent  the  much 
dreaded  scarcily,  and  add  materially  to  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  Coal  Trade. 

The  plan  contemplated  is  to  continue  the  Canal  from 
Fair  Mount  dam  (where  it  now  terminates)  alonj  tlie 
western  side  of  the  river  to  Mill  Creek,  a  distance  of  2} 
miles,  where  if  necessary,  that  stream  may  be  intro- 
duced as  a  feeder,  and  as  there  will  be  no  outlet  neces- 
sary, all  the  water  for  that  side  may  be  retained  in  the 
Canal,  or  the  water  from  Mill  Creek  may  be  thrown  in- 
to Fair  Mount  Dam,  and  thereby  increase  the  supply 
and  aid  tlie  trade  for  those  Boats  that  enter  the  River  to 
discharge  on  the  eastern  bank. 

To  effect  an  object  so  beneficial  to  the  Trade,  and 
as  your  Board  think,  to  the  City  also,  a  law  is  necessa- 
ry to  enable  the  projectors  to  cany  it  into  effect,  as 
the  act  authorising  the  construction  of  a  canal  confers 
no  power  on  the  Company  to  extend  their  works  be- 
yond their  present  terminaiion,  an  application  is  now 
before  the  Legislature  f.r  such  a  law,  anJ  we  have  eve- 
ry confidence  that  when  (iiirly  viewed  and  considered, 
it  will  receive  their  sanction. 

To  accommodate  the  trade,  even  in  its  present  stale, 
the  wharf  room  is  scarcely  sufficient,  and  should  it  in- 
crease in  the  same  ratio  as  it  has  done  since  the  com- 
mencement, in  a  few  years  the  present  grounds  will  be 
whcilly  inadequate,  independent  of  the  heavy  amount 
of  Bituminous  coal,  iron,  kimber.and  other  articles  that 
will  be  sent  from  the  Susquehanna  by  the  Danville  Rail 
Road  and  Union  Canal. 

Should  the  proposed  plan  be  carried  into  effect,  an 
ample  space  will  be  given,  and  that  portion  of  our 
product  designed  for  a  foreign  market,may  be  shipped 
at  a  much  less  expense  than  at  present. 

The  elevation  of  the  canal  above  tide  water  is  such, 
that  by  enlarging  it  opposite  the  wharves,  so  as  to  ad- 
mit of  bringing  boats  near  to  the  margin  of  the  ducks- 
chutes  may  be  erected  and  the  Coal  discharged  imme- 
diately into  the  vessels  destined  to  convey  it  to  a  foreign 
market,  by  which  means  it  will  be  shipped  perfectly 
clean  and  m  good  order,  without  the  labor  and  wast- 
age incident  to  the  repeated  handling  of  t:,.e  present 
plan. 

The  Board  have  long  been  desirous  of  procuring  a 
correct  map  of  the  Coal  Region,  and  have  exerted 
themselves  to  secure  the  talents  of  a  gentleman  quali- 
fied for  that  undertaking:  and  they  feel  gratified  that 
they  are  able  to  announce  to  you,  that  such  a  work  is 
m  progress  and  will  soon  be  completed. 

'Ihe  work  has  been  undertaken  by  ^rr•  Samuel  B. 
Fisher,  an  experienced  civil  engineer,  who  has  devoted 
much  time  to  acquire  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Re- 
gion, as  also  the  ownes-s  of  the  several  tracts,  and  the 
location  of  the  different  seams  of  Coal,  as  far  as  they 
have  been  ascertained. 

The  subject  will  occupy  two  maps:  the  first  of  which, 
on  a  scale  of  If  inches  to  the  mile,  will  take  in  the  Coal 
Fields  of  the  Schuylkill,  Little  Schuylkill,  Lehigh, 
Beaver  Meadow,  Mahanov,  Lykens  Vallev,  and  Swa- 
tara,  covering  a  space  of  "fifteen  miles  from  Nor*  to 
South,  and  forty  miles  from  East  to  West;  and  will 
lay  down  each  tract  with  the  original  patentee,  the 
number  of  acres,  date  of  survey,  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  names  of  Ihe  present  owners. 

The  Second,  on  a  scale  of  3  inches  to  the  mile,  will 
include  the  Schuylkill  Coal  Field  only,  and  will  give  a 
view  of  the  different  tracts,  streams,  rail  roads  and 
branches,  and  all  Ihe  beds  now  opened. 

A  book  will  accompany  this  last,  giving  an  accurate 
account  (taken  from  measurement)  of  all  the  openings, 
the  thickness  and  pitch  of  the  Beds,  and  quantity  of  the 
Coal.  ' 

1  he  Board  have  examined  the  work  during  its  pro- 
gress, and  recommend  it  to  the  attention  and  support 
of  the  Association:  they  believe  it  to  be  a  correct  de- 
lineation of  the- Region:  the  location  of  the   beds  of 


Coal  are  accurately  marked,  and  their  character  cor- 
recily  given;  they  will  continue  theiraid  to  Mr.  Fisher, 
until  it  is  completed,  which  they  expect  will  be  in  all, 
this  winter;  and  they  have  every  hope  that  a  work, 
combining  so  much  useful  and  correct  information, will 
meet  with  such  support  as  will  indemnify  the  compiler 
for  his  time  and  labor,  so  usefully  directed. 

That  iron  ore  did  abound  in  this  section, was  believed 
j  by  many;  but  it  was  only  during  the  past  summer  that 
the  fact  was  fairly  proved.  In  examining  some  of  the 
tunnels  (driven  througn  the  Coal  measure,  and  at  right 
angles  with  the  seams  of  Cial)  the  ore  was  found,  lay- 
i  ing  in  regular  veins,  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
the  Coal,  and  in  such  quantities  as  to  warrant  the  as- 
j  sertion,  that  if  will  he  worth  working.  It  is  of  the  two 
j  kinds  usually  denominated  Kidney  and  Bog  ore,  and 
from  experiments  made,is  found  capable  of  being  work- 
j  ed  with  Anthracite  Coal. 

A  trial  was  made  at  the  furnace  of  Messrs.  Buckley 
j  &  Swift,  which  resulted  in  givin.g  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  iron,  to  prove  tliat  the  plan  would  answer,  when 
'  fairly  tested. 

I  A  trial  of  refining  Iron  with  Anthracite  Coal  was  also 
I  made  by  the  same  gentlemen,in  a  reverberatory  furnace, 
,  and  was  crowned  with  complete  success. 
j  A  similar  trial  was  made  near  Boston,  some  time 
since,  and  more  than  one  humlred  tons  refined. 
j  A  patent  has  been  taken  out  by  our  townsman,  Mr. 
!  Thomas  S.  Ridgway,  for  making  Iron  with  Anthracite 
Coal.  By  his  plan  the  sulphur  is  driven  off  from  the 
Coal, and  the  ore  carbonized  by  the  same  fire  that  smelts 
it,  and  the  blasting  and  reverberatory  furnace.are  both 
embraced  in  one  stack. 

The  model  has  been  examined  and  approved  by  ex- 
perienced iron  masters,  and  they  all  agree  that  it  com- 
bines all  the  requisites  for  smelting  and  refining  iron. 

The  discovery  of  iron  ore  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  Coal,  and  the  plan  of  smelting  it  with  Anthracite, 
will  open  a  new  prospec*  to  all  engaged,  and  we  may 
with  certainty  look  forward  to  the  day,  when  this  sec- 
tion will  realise  the  expectations  of  those  who  have  em- 
barked their  hopes  in  it. 

In  England,  the  smelting  of  one  ton  of  iron  ore  is 
estimated  to  consume  seven  tons  of  Coal;  and  to  con- 
vert the  pigs  into  bar  iron,  three  tons  more  are  requir- 
ed, but  as  our  Coal  contains  a  much  larger  portion  of 
carbon  than  the  bituminous,  and  does  not  suffer  the  loss 
that  is  incident  to  coking,  it  is  believed  that  to  manu- 
facture one  ton  of  bar  iron,  from  the  ore,  five  tons  of 
Coal  will  be  sufficient.  This  branch  alone  will  con- 
sume a  vast  quantity  of  our  Coal,  but  when  to  this  is 
added  the  manufacture  of  other  articles  which  must  be 
located  where  fuel  is  abundant,the  increased  consump- 
tion will  be  immense.  Experience  has  taught  that  the 
manufactory  of  most  articles  can  be  conducted  with 
more  economy  in  a  Coal  district.lhan  any  other;  and  ac- 
cordingly we  find  that  all  the  great  manufacturing  towns 
in  England  are  located  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  the  Coal  Fields. 

The  Coal  consumed  annually  in  England  is  estimated 
at  18,000,000  tons,  exceeding  one  ton  for  every  inhabi- 
'  tant.  In  this  country  it  is  but  partially  used,  but  the 
increase  has  been  rapid,  and  a  short  period  or.ly  is  re- 
.  quired  before  it  will  reach  an  amount  that  would  at  this 
j  day  be  too  great  to  be  credited.  Already  has  it  been 
used  to  some  extent  for  steam  purposes,  and  a  further 
I  consumption  must  take  place  when  the  wood  is  cleared 
I  from  the  margin  of  the  streams  traversed  by  steam 
I  boats,  which,  from  the  rapid  manner  in  which  it  has 
i  disappeared  within  the  last  ten  years,  makes  it  certain 
j  that  another  l.ke  period  cannot  elapse,  before  the  ex- 
pense of  procuring  fusi  of  that  kind  will  exceed  that  at 
which  Coal  can  be  delivered  for. 

The  Association  w.as  formed  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
I  lecting  and  disseminating  information  on  subjects  con- 
]  nected  with  mining,  and  your  Board  have  studiously 
avoided  every  point  irrelevant  to  that  object. 
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They  have  vieweJ  the  Coal  Trade  as  one  that  is  in 
an  infant  state,  in  this  coQiilry.and  requiring  the  united 
aid  and  support  of  all,  to  bring  it  to  a  successful  issue. 
They  view  it  as  a  trade  capable  or"  great  improvemenf, 
and  that  as  all  are  but  new  in  it,  all  should  throw  their 
experience  in  the  general  stock,  that  the  whole  may 
derive  the  benefit. 

Acting  on  this  principle,  they  have  pursued  the  one 
grand  object,  that  of  knowledge  of,  and  improvement 
in  the  trade;  and  they  feel  gratified  that  the  result  has, 
thus  far,  answered  their  fullest  expectations. 
Respectfully  submitted- 

B.  H.  SPRINGER,  President. 

Pottsville,  Jan.  5,  1835. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Coal  Mining  Association,  held  at 
the  Pennsylvania  Hall,  January  5,  1835,  the  following 
persons  were  unanimously  elected  the  officers  of  the 
Association  for  the  ensuing  year: — 

President — Burd  Patterson. 

Vice  President— /oAn  V.  Offerman. 

Treasurer — Samuel  Lewis- 

Secretaries — indrew  Mussel  and  Charles  Lawlon. 

Board  of  Trade — Samuel  Brooke,  Samuel  Lewis, 
Thomas  C.  Williams,  Samuel  J.  Potts,  Martin  Weaver, 
G.  G.  Palmer,  and  James  Wilde. 

B.  H.  Springer,President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  ha- 
ving resigned,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Association  be  ten- 
dered to  Mr.  Springer,  for  the  ability,  research  and 
diligence  that  he  has  evinced  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  the  President  ofthe  Board  of  Trade, and  while 
we  regret  his  intended  removal  from  among  us,  we  sin- 
cerely wish  success  to  his  intended  establishment 
in  the  Coal  Trade  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  Secretary 
is  requested  to  communicate  this  resolution  to  Mr. 
Springer,  and  append  it  to  the  the  Report. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

C.   LAWTON,  Secretary. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  same 
evening,  G.  G-  Palmer,  was  elected  Pres'.dent,  and 
T.  C-  IVi'liams,  Secretary. 


From  the  Pittsburg  Gazette- 

Navigatios  of  the  Ohio- — The  editor  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Commercial  Herald,*  some  time  since,  request- 


ed 


some  account  of  the  times  at  which  the 


navigation  ofthe  Ohio  was  usually  interrupted  by  ice 
and  low  water,  for  some  years  past.  We  had  intended 
to  do  so,  but- other  matters  have  prevented  it.  The 
opening  of  the  rivers,  yesterday,  has  called  our  atten- 
tion to  it  again,  and  we  nosv  perform  that  duty  in  part. 
Messrs.  Jacob  Forsyth  &  Co.  have  politely  furnished  us 
with  tlieir  steam  boat  reporter,  since  1829,  from  which 
we  collect  the  following  information. 

This  book  commences  on  the  4th  of  August,  1829, 
and  gives  arrivals  an  ('departures  from  and  to  Louisville, 
Cincmnati,  throughout  August,  September,  Octobei-, 
November  and  December,  of  that  year,  and  through 
January,  February,  March,  and  the  succeeding  months 
of  1830,  until  the  14th  of  July. 

The  last  arrival  in  January  was  the  Talisman  on  the 
ISthj  and  the  last  departure  the  Lark,  on"  the  19th. — 
Probably  about  the  20th  or  21st,  the  river  was  closed 
by  ice,  though  the  book  does  not  state  this.  Subse- 
quently we  iind  the  following  note :~Bivcr  opened  Feb. 
20,  1830."  From  the  14th  of  July,  and  through  the 
months  of  August,  September,  and  October,  there  were 
no  arrivals  or  departures.  On  the  23d  of  November, 
1830,    navigation   was  resumed,  and    continued  open 
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until  the  14th  of  January,  1831,  when  it  ceased.  Sub- 
sequently we  find  this  note: — "Jiiver  opened  19lfi  of  Feb. 
1831."  Boats  continued  to  arrive  and  depart  until 
the  27th  of  September,  1831.  The  last  arrival  was 
the  Versailles,  on  the  26th,  and  same  boat  departed 
next  day. 

From  that  time,  there  were  no  arrivals  or  departures 
until  the  10th  November,  when  navigation  recommenc- 
ed- Afterwards  we  find  the  following  note: —  "  Biver 
closed  Dec.  4M  1831."  Then  the  following:— "/ce 
broke  Jan.  7th,  1832-"  Subsequently  the  following: — 
"  Navigation  again  stopped  with  ice,  January  26th, 
1832."  It  continued  closed,  however,  but  a  short  time; 
for,  on  the  1st  of  February,  the  Talisman  departed 
for  Louisville;  and,  on  the  2d,  the  Herald  (a  new  boat) 
for  Mobile. 

From  this  time,  steam  boats  arrived  and  departed 
with  ordinary  regularity,  until  the  29th  of  June — from 
that  day,  there  was  neither  an  arrival  or  departure 
until  the  11th  of  August,  when  navigation  recommenc- 
ed, and  continued  until  Sept- 4. 

From  the  4th  of  September  till  the  9th  of  November, 
navigation  was  suspended  by  low  water.  From  the  9th 
November,  1832,  there  was  no  interruption  until  the 
21st  day  of  July,  1833,  except  from  the  14th  till  the 
19th  of  January,  that  being  the  longest  period  in  which 
there  was  no  arrival  or  departure. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  1833,  departed  the  steamboats 
Mount  Vernon  and  Albion,  being  the  last.  There  was 
then  neither  an  arrival  or  departure  until  the  23d  of 
I  September.  From  that  day  till  the  1st  of  November, 
there  were  13  arrivals  and  19  departures.  During 
the  months  of  November,  December,  and  up  to 
[  the  3d  of  January,  1834,  the  navigation  was  brisk 
and  active.  Then  we  find  the  following  notes. — 
Monongahela  River  clised  January  9th,  1834- — 
Megheny  closed  same  day."  Immediately  below  is  the 
following  note: — "  Ice  broke  up,  with  high  flood,  Jan. 
12."  From  that  date,  until  the  29th  of  July,  navigation 
was  regular  and  uninterrupted.  During  August  and 
September,  there  was  neither  arrival  nor  departure. 

Then  comes  the  io\\ovi\ngnai.e:—"  Navigation  com- 
menced for  S  learn  Boats,  Oct.  13,"  and  continued  until 
Janiiary,l  835,  when  we  noticed  the  following  minute — 
"  River  closed  on  the  night  of  the  od  of  January,  1835." 
Then — "  River  opened  on  the  2Sd." 

Navigation  then  became  quite  brisk — but,  on  the  6tli 
of  February,  inst.,  it  was  again  stopped  by  ice.  On 
the  19th  inst.,  the  ice  broke  up  again,  which  brings  us 
to  the  present  time. 

Here,  then,  we  have  a  faithful  account  ofthe  inter- 
ruptions of  navigation  during  five  years  and  a  half,  by 
which  it  appears  that — 
In  1830,  the  interruption  by  ice  was  about  30  days. 

1831  •'  "      62 

1832  "  "      12 

1833  •'  "       5 

1834  •'  "       3 

112  days. 

In  1830,  interruption  by  law  water  about  130  days. 

1831  "  "  44 

1832  "  "  109 


Total  interruption  by  ice  and  low  water     535  days. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the  interruption  by  ice, 
during  these  five  years,  was  less  than  four  months — 
The  obstruction  by  low  water  may  be  remedied. 
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NEW  YORK  AND   ERIE  RAIL  ROAD. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  New  York  subscriber  for  the 
proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  of  that  city,  a  re- 
port of  a  Special  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen, 
and  also  the  report  of  Benjamin  \Vrlglit,  Engineer,  in 
relation  to  the  New  York  and  Erie  Hail  Road,  intended 
to  counterbalance  the  effects  which  would  result  from 
the  efforts  making  in  this  state  to  attract  to  this  city  the 
western  trade.  These  documents  we  conceive  highly 
important  to  our  citizens,  and  therefore  present  tliem 
for  more  general  inspection,  than  they  would  otherwise 
probably  receive. 
Proceedings  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New 

York,  in  aid  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail  Road. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  1834,  the  Board  of  Assistant 
Aldermen,  on  motion  of  Assistant  Alderman  Johnson, 
adopted  the  following  resolution:  — 

Whereas  the  immense  augmentation  which  has  been 
experienced  in  the  extent,  wealth  and  prosperity  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  since  the  completion  of  the  Canals 
of  this  state,  signally  demonstratts  the  value  and  neces- 
sity of  artificial  channels  of  commercial  communication, 
connecting  the  metropolis  with  the  populous  and  feriile 
regions  of  the  interior: — 

And  whereas  several  rival  works  leading  into  the 
state  of  Ohio,  from  ports  on  tlie  Atlantic  sea  board 
south  of  this  city,  are  now  constructing  and  are  rapidly 
advancing  to  completion  under  the  direction  of  various 
companies  incorporated,  and  powerfully  patronized  by 
the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
seeking  to  diveit  from  the  city  of  New  York,  tlie  exten- 
sive and  lucrative  commerce  which  it  has  heretofore 
enjoyed  with  the  rich  and  rapidly  increasing  Stales  and 
Territories  north  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  relying  for  suc- 
cess upon  the  greater  severity  of  climate,  experienced 
in  the  more  northerly  latitude  of  the  Slate  of  New  York, 
whereby  the  navigation  of  its  Canals  is  suspended  dur- 
ing a  large  portion  of  the  year;  and  whereas  it  has  be- 
come vitally  important  to  the  commerce  of  this  metro- 
polis, to  obviate  the  difficulties  and  disadvantages  to 
which  it  is  thus  subjected,  which  object  can  only  be 
attained  by  constructing  additional  channels  of  trade 
and  intercourse  by  means  of  Rail  Roads  leading  directly 
from  the  city  to  the  western  waters,  and  available  lor 
commercial  purposes  at  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

And  whereas  the  Legislature  of  this  State  at  their 
last  session,  directed  the  route  of  a  rail  road  to  be  sur- 
veyed under  the  direction  of  the  Executive,  through  the 
southern  counties  of  the  State  from  the  Hudson  river  to 
Lake  Erie,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
public  interest  would  be  promoted  by  a  subscription  on 
the  part  of  the  state  to  a  portion  of  ilie  capital  stock  of 
the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail  Road  Company  ^which 
was  incorporated  in  the  year  1832,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  such  road,)  whereby  the  Commonwealth 
at  large  might  participate  in  the  burthens  and  benefits 
of  that  undertaking,  or  in  what  other  mode  the  general 
objects  sought  to  be  accomplished  by  that  act  of  incor- 
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poration,  might  properly  be  encouraged  by  the  public 
authorities: — 

And  whereas  it  is  now  satisfactorily  ascertained  by 
means  of  that  survey,  thKt  in  case  the  state  sliall  co- 
operate and  participnie  in  the  enterprise,  the  whole  of 
the  road  in  question  c:in  be  comiileied  within  four 
years  from  the  first  day  of  .May  ISTo,  and  a  communi- 
cation thereby  piovided,  by  w'hich  passengers  and  mer- 
chandise may  be  regularly  transported  at  all  seasons  of 
I  the  year,  in  less  than  forty  hours  from  the  city  of  New 
York  to  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  communica- 
ting also  by  means  of  the  Allegheny  river  directly  with 
the  valley  of  the  Ohio:— 

And  whereas  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  are  deeply 
interested  in  the  prosecution  and  speedy  accomplish- 
ment of  this  most  important  undertaking,  tending  as  it 
plainly  must,  to  attract  and  secure  for  ever  to  this  em- 
porium the  vast  and  expanding  trade  of  the  most  fertile, 
valuable  and  populous  portion  of  the  continent,  thereby 
augmenting  its  commerce,  prosperity  and  wealth  to  an 
incalculable  extent: — 

Therefore  Resolved,  (if  the  Board  of  Aldei'men  con- 
cur herewith,)  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Joint  Committee 
of  three  members  of  each  Hoard  to  report  resolutions 
signifying  the  sense,  which  the  Common  Council  en- 
tertain of  the  necessity,  importance  and  value  of  the 
proposed  work,  and  to  inquire  and  report  what  mea- 
sures, if  any,  the  city  may  properly  adapt  to  promote 
and  secure  its  speedy  execution. 


I  On  the  3d  day  of  December,  1834,  tlie  Board  of 
Aldermen,  on  motion  of  Alderman  Stilwell,  concurred 
in  the  resolution,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  of 
three  members  from  each  board. 

[  On  the  4th  day  of  February,  1835,  the  joint  commit- 
tee presented  the  subjoined  report,  wh  ch  was  adopted 

'  on  the  9th  of  that  month  by  the  Board  of  Assistant  Al- 

I  dermen,  and  on  the         by  the  Board  of  Aldermen. 

j      The  Special  Committee  from  the  Board  of  Aldermen 

I  and  Assistant  Aldermen  of  ihe  City  of  New  York,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  A.ssistant  Alder- 
man Johnson,  touching  the  neces>iity,  importance  and 
value  of  the  proposed  rail  road  through   the  southern 

i  counties  of  this  state,  from  the  Hudson  River  to  Lake 

!  Erie,  respectfully  beg  leave  to 

!  REPORT: 

That  for  the  purpose  of  being  more  fully  informed  of 
the  details  of  the  subject  thus  referred  to  their  consid- 

1  eration,  they  have  summoned  before  them   several   of 

:  the  Directors  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail  Road 
Company,  incorporated  in  the  year  1832,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  the  proposed  roid,  and  have  also 

I  been  attended   at  their  request  by   Benjamin  Wright, 

j  Esquire,  and  his  assistant  engineers,  under  whose  care 
the  route  of  the  ro:id  has  been  recently  surveyed.  From 
these  individuals  the  Committee  received  very  full  and 

'  satisfactory  explanations,  and  nevei  Iheless  Ihe  Commit- 
tee being  conscious  of  the   momentous   importance  of 

\  the  subject  under  examination,  felt  it  also  to  be  their 
duty  to  satisfy  themselves,  as  far  as  was  practicable, 
from  auxiliary  sources   of  information,   of  the  accuracy 

I  of  the  details  which  were  elicited  on   this  interesting 


146 


NEW  YORK  AND  ERIE  RAIL  ROAD. 


[Habcb 


examination.  It  fortunately  happened  tliat  one  of  the  Delhi:  In  Otsego  county,  by  a  very  important  and 
committee,  by  having  been  enj^aged  for  a  considerable  valuable  brancli  leading  up  the  valley  of  the  Unadilla 
time  in  a  work  of  public  impiovement  intersected  by  ,  to  Utica,  for  which  a  charter  is  obtained  and  the  stock 
the  route  of  the  proposed  road,  had  became  considrra-  .  already  subscribed;  a  branch  will  lead  through  the  »al- 
bly  familiar  with  the  topography  and  also  with  the  trade  ley  of  'he  Onondaga  River,  in  the  county  of  Cortland, 
and  resources  of  that  portion  of  the  country,  and  was  to  the  Salt  Works  at  Syracuse:  at  0«  ego,  the  railroad 
thereby  enabled  greatly  to  facilitate  the  examinations  I  now  finished  to  Ithaca,  will  immediately  connect  the 
of  the  Committee.  j  main   hne    with    the    fertile   country  adjacent    to   the 

The  Committee  moreover  deemed  it  pr  per  that  they  j  Cayuga  and  Seneca  Lakes:  by  the  line  of  Steamboat 
should  make  no  statements  affecting  a  subject  so  deeply  navigation  now  in  preparation  on  the  Susquehanna  at 
interesting  to  the  community  at  laige,  without  a  full  Ow<  go,  it  will  be  united  to  the  valley  oi  Wyoming  and 
and  sufficient  scrutiny,  and  they  have  ilieiefore  pursued  the  coal  regiuns  of  Pennsylvania;  the  contemplated  rail 
their  examination  with  a  minuteness  of  inqoiiy  wliich  |  road  from  Rochester  to  Danville,  if  extended  a  few 
has  brought  them  into  acquaintance  with  many  in-  miles,  will  intersect  the  main  line  in  Steuben  county:  in 
teresting  details,  which  they  may  deem  it  expedient  |  Allegheny  county  it  will  intersect  the  contemplated 
hereafter  to  make  the  subject  of  a  supplemental  re-  i  route  of  the  Rochester  and  Olean  canal:  and  it  will  be- 
p  rt.  come    connected  in  C:»taraugus   county  with  the  Allc- 

In  the  mean  time  they  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  I  geny  River,  and  thereby  open  a  direct  communication 
Common   Council   the  present  summary   statement  of  i  between  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  large  and 

the  facts  which  have  been  ascertained  by  iheir  exami- '  ' ■'■— • — " 

nation. 

In  the  first  place,  then,  they  report,  that   after   full 


inspection  of  the  maps  and  plans  returned  by  Judge 
Wright,  and  copious  explanations  from  himself  and  his 
assistants,  they  are  entirely  satisfied  that  it  is  practica- 
ble to  construct  the  proposed  road — and  that  it  will 
afford  the  mean»  of  transporting  passengers,  meichan- 
dise  ;  nd  the  public  mails  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  in 
less  than  48  hours  from  the  city  of  New  York  to  Lake 
Erie. 

I  he  road  after  leaving  Rockland  and  Omnge  counties, 
will  follow  successively  the  large  vallies  of  the  Dela- 
ware, and  Susquehanna  and  the  Allfglieoy,  and  there- 
by obtain  the  easy  grades  of  declivity  naturally  pursu- 
ed by  these  striams.   The  surface  of  much  of  tie  coun- 


communities  and  cities  in  the  valley  of  the  Ohio. 
The  map  of  the  proposed  route  annexed  to  this  report 
fully  exhibits  these  several  localities,  and  iswell  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  Common  Council. 

2.  1  he  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  work  will 
afford  immense  pubhc  benefits  to  the  inhabitants  of  this 
metropolis. 

The  rapid,  constant  and  regular  communication  it 
will  insure  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  with  the  extensive 
and  fertile  grazing  districts  in  the  counties  of  Orange 
and  Delaware  and  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna,  will 
cheapen  the  price  of  subsistence,  by  affording  abundant 
and  uninterrupted  supplies  of  provisions  for  the  public 
markets:  the  excellent  and  valuable  timber  furnished 
by  the  coimties  of  Steuben,  Allegheny  and  Cataraugus, 
by  reducing  the   co^t  of  building,   will   accehrate  the 


try  adjacent  to  the  line  is  undulating,  but  the  ^p|larent :  growth  of  tlie   city,   and  at  the  same  time  facilitate  the 


lich  are  thereby  presen'.ed,  are  avoided  by 
following  the  water  courses. 

In  the  language  of  Judge  Wright,  the  road  "goes 
ornunii  instead  of  oufr  the  hills."  1  he  whole  line  of 
the  route  is  483  miles,  capable  however,  of  being 
shortened  to  460  miles;  but  it  is  not  comparatively 
more  circtiilous  than  the  canals  of  Pennsyhania.  The 
ascents  on  much  the  greatest  portion  of  the  nmte,  are 
generally  from  5  to  30  feet  per  mile,  and  do  not  exceed 
60  fret  per  mile,  except  in  five  or  six  instances,  where 
tlie  line  crosses  the  natural  bound 
vallies.  No  stationary  engine  or  incl 
necessary  on  any  part  of  the  road,  except 
stance,  about  four  miles  from  Lake  Erie,  and  even  that 
may  be  dispensed  with  by  altering  the  grade  for  eight 
miles,  at  a  moderate  expense.  Locomotive  engines, 
drawing  passenger  cars,  may  be  propelled  over  every 
portion  of  the  road  (except  the  inclined  plane)  with 
economy  and  advantage;  and  at  the  points  where  the 
rate  of  acclivity  exceeds  sixty  feet  to  the  milt,  the  pas- 
sage of  burthen  cars  heavily  loaded  may  be  easily  and 
cheaply  expedited,  either  by  auxiliary  locomotive  en- 
gines, or  an  addition  of  animal  power-  It  is  quite  cer- 
tain that  passengers  may  be  carried  over  the  road  with 
great  celerity  and  profit,  and  from  the  testimony  taken 
before  the  Committee,  and  the  personal  information  of 
one  or  more  of  its  members,  they  are  entirely  satisfied 
that  the  road  will  also  serve  to  transport  to  tide  water 
the  lumber,  provisions,  live  stock,  futl,  and  agricultur- 
al products  of  the  region  of  country  adjacent  to  the 
route  and  its  contemplated  branches,  and  carry  back 
merchandise  in  return,  more  cheaply  and  advantajjeous- 
ly  than  can  be  effected  by  any  other  channel  of  com- 
munication. 

1  he  road  will  be  intersected  by  several  lateral 
branches  and  canals,  which  will  greatly  increase  its  re- 
venue and  its  importance.  In  the  western  part  of 
Orange  county,  it  intersects  the  Di  laware  and  Hudson 
Canal:  in  Broome  county,  the  Chenango  canal:  in 
Tioga  county,  the  Chemung  canal:  in  Delaware  county, 
it   will  be  connected   with   a    branch   leading   up   to 


'  operations  of  j-lvp  building:  the  rapid  and  regular  pas- 
sage it  will  secure  to  the  public  mails,  will  insure  the 
speedy  transmission  of  commercial  intelligence:  it  will 
provide  for  the  public  defence,  by  affording  the  means 
of  military  conmunication  with  unparallellcd  speed  be- 
tween the  Atlantic  and  Western  frontiers;  while  the 
comfort  and  heahh  of  our  citizens  will  be  promoted  by 
obtaining  cheap  and  frequent  access  to  the  healthful  re- 
gions of  the  interior. 

3.  Tlie  fpeedy  completion  of  the  work  has  nowbe- 
s  of  the  large  come  an  object  of  transcendant  importance  to  the  mer- 
d  plane  will  be  j  chants,  traders  and  land  owners  of  this  city,  in  order  to 


and  extend  its  great  and  lucrative  trade  with 
the  West- 

The  important  ar'd  alarming  truth  can  no  longer  es- 
cape the  attention  of  our  municipal  authorities,  that  the 
intercourse  between  this  city  and  the  great  We.^t,  to 
which  it  owes  fo  laige  a  share  of  its  present  prosperity 
and  power,  is  totally  suspended  during  five  months  of 
the  year-  Availing  themselves  of  that  circumstance, 
the  public  spirited  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  have  con- 
structed and  have  now  recently  completed  a  line  of 
canals  and  rail  road  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg, 
which  are  avail  .ble  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  intcr- 
cotirse  during  at  least  two  months  of  the  year  in  which 
the  navigation  of  the  New  York  canals  is  suspended, 
by  the  greater  severity  of  their  more  northern  latitude. 
The  Erie  Canal  is  not  usually  navigable  until  the  20th 
of  April,  and  rarely  remains  open  after  the  20th  of  No- 
vember. The  canals  of  Pennsylvania,  favored  by  a. 
more  southern  chmate,  are  generally  navigable  about 
the  10th  of  March,  and  rem.iin  so  until  the  25th  of  De- 
cember. The  merchants  of  Philadelphia  are  thereby 
enabled  to  monopolize  the  western  trade  during  por- 
tions of  the  spring  and  autumn,  peculiarly  valuable  for 
commercial  purpo-'^es.  Even  after  the  navigation  is 
opened  on  the  Erie  Canal,  the  intercourse  between  New 
York  and  the  west  is  obstructed  for  a  considerable  time, 
by  the  ice  accumulated  during  the  months  of  Marcli 
and  April  in  the  harbor  of  Buffalo,  while  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio  river  being  open  at  Pittsburg  during  that 
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important  season  of  the  year,  tlie  produce  of  the  west 
finds  its  way  to  Philailelphia,  and  its  pruceeds  are  in- 
rested  in  merchandise.  »nd  trunsported  into  the  remo- 
test portions  (if  ihe  interior,  before  vessels  are  r.ble  to 
navigate  the  eastern  end  of  Lake  K.r  e.  Tlie  intcllig'ent 
and  enterprising  merchants  of  Pliil  dtlpliia,  suppcirled 
by  the  uniied  efforts  of  their  Hoard  nf  I'rade,  are  striv- 
ing to  follow  up  ihis  adv.intage,  by  promoting  with 
great  zeal,  tiie  construction  of  I  .teral  canals  and  rail 
roads  by  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  by  private  companii  s, 
extending  northwesterly  from  the  Tennsylvaniu  line  to 
the  Ohio  canal,  for  the  purpose  ol  effecting  a  comnuiui- 
cation  between  Pittsburg  and  t  e  harbor  of  Cleveland, 
on  Lake  Krie;  and  that  too  for  ihe  avowed  object  of 
diveriing  from  the  city  of  Now  York  thf  lucrative  com- 
merce it  has  heretofore  t-njoyed  with  the  norlhern  parts 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Midiigan. 

There  is  no  mode  of  successful  competition  with 
these  efforts  of  our  public  spirited  rivals,  except  by 
opening  a  winter  communication  between  ihis  city  and 
the  harbors  on  the  wider  part  of  Lake  Erie. 

The  proposed  road  will  accomplish  that  object  by 
affording  the  means  of  transmitting  merchandise  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year  within  forty  eight  hours  from  the 
warehouses  of  New  York  to  the  harbors  of  Dunkirk, 
Portland  or  Erie,  while  its  connection,  with  the  ch^ap 
descending  navigation  of  the  Allegheny  river,  (which  is 
generally  availible  in  the  latter  part  of  February,  and 
early  in  March,  and  is  capable  with  small  expense,  of 
being  rendered  navigable  for  steumhoats  at  all  seasons 
of  the  year,)  will  enable  the  merchants  of  our  city  to 
furnish  the  cities  of  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  and  the  other 
trading  towns  in  the  valley  of  the  Ohio  with  their  spring 
supplies  before  the  opening  of  navigation  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania Canals.  The  speedy  complt-tion  of  this  road 
will  moreover  encourage  an<l  hasten  its  speedy  con- 
tinuation by  gnat  western  nod  southern  blanches  lea  1 
ing  from  Lake  Erie  to  various  poims  on  the  western 
and  south-weslern  wa'ers,  wlierei)y  p;issengers,  mer- 
chandise, and  the  mail,  may  be  transmitted  in  six  days 
from  New  York  to  St.  Louis,  and  thus  this  great  central 
channel  of  intercourse,  l\  ing  wholly  within  the  limits  of 
our  own  state,  and  subject  to  ils  sole  jurisdiction,  will 
become  the  main  trunk  of  a  connected  system,  or  series 
of  internal  communication  extending  fri.m  the  port  ot 
New  York,  throughout  the  populous  region  in  the  vast 
and  fertile  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  statistical  particulars  of  these  great  lines  of  w.  st- 
ern communication,  and  the  important  influence  ihey 
will  exert  in  directing  their  trade  into  Lake  Erie,  anil 
thence  to  the  City  of  New  York,  will  be  found  in  an 
interesting  letter  furnished  to  the  committee,  by  one  ot 
the  directors  of  the  company,  whch  is  annexed  lo  this 
report,  and  is  recommended  lo  the  attention  of 
the  Common  Council  as  a  document  of  much  impor- 
tance. 

4.  The  preservation  of  the  trade  of  these  great  inland 
districts,  by  connecting  them  closely  with  this  city  by 
means  of  cheap  and  rapid  channel.s  i.f  communicalion, 
has  become  an  object  of  the  deepest  solicitude  to  the 
landholders  of  New  York,  and  every  person  interested 
in  its  permanent  prosperity. 

The  past  growth,  and  in  truth  tl»o  very  existence  of 
this  metropolis,  are  wholly  owing  to  the  facilities  of  1 
communication  it  possesses  with  the  agricultural  popu- 
lation of  the  interior.  The  Erie  Canal  opened  a  channel 
of  intercourse  during  seven  months  of  the  year,  between 
the  port  of  New  York  and  iidand  districts  containing 
little  more  than  a  million  of  inhabitants,  and  yet  within  j 
ten  years  from  its  completion,  the  assessed  value  of  the  , 
Unded  property  of  the  city,  was  augmented  from  52  to  i 
114  millioiis.  The  completion  of  the  proposed  road,  ' 
will  bring  into  constant  coimection  with  the  city  of  New 
York  an  increased  amount  of  territory,  already  contain- 
ing three  and  destined  within  six  years  to  number  more 
than  six  millions  of  inhabitants;  while  the  impulse  im- 
parted to  the  agricultural  prosperity  of  those   inland 


communities  by  Ihe  facilities  aflfordedto  them  for  cheap 
and  exprditioiis  communication  with  their  trading  em- 
porium, will  augment  to  a  corresponding  ex'ent  their 
capabilities  of  pursuing  a  profitable  commerce  with  the 
sea  board. 

It  has  beeti  frequently  and  by  no  means  extravagantly 
stated,  that  the  construction  of  the  E'ic  Canal,  by 
diminishing  the  time  and  labor  expended  in  transporta- 
tion, has  saved  annually  to  the  citizens  of  this  state  not 
less  than  $5,000,000.  and  added  at  least  S150.0(/0,0G0. 
to  their  aggregate  wealth.  This  immense  and  r.-ipid 
augmentation  of  value  will  afford  a  criterion,  rdthough 
imperfect,  by  which  to  estimate  some  portion  of  the 
pecuniary  benefits  to  be  dcrivtd  by  the  public  from 
the  opening  of  a  communication  not  less  cheap,  more 
regidar,  and  far  more  expeditious  than  the  canal,  be- 
tween this  metropolis  and  a  district  of  fertile  territory, 
embracing  an  area  more  than  eight  times  as  large  as  the 
state  of  New  York,  west  of  Utica.  To  calculate  with 
any  accuracy  the  value  of  the  vast  and  illimitable  trade 
which  within  twenty  years  will  he  concentrated  upon 
the  waters  of  Lake  Erie,  destined  before  the  present 
generation  shall  pass  away,  to  luimber  more  than  a 
thousand  vessels,  and  to  bear  on  its  surface  the  wealth 
of  at  least  twenty  millions  of  the  Amrncan  people,  or 
to  compute  the  prodigious  rise  in  value,  which  the 
landed  property  on  the  Ishind  of  New  York  S'ill  expe- 
rience, when  the  vast  and  expanding  commerce  of 
these  great  inland  communities  shall  be  concentrated 
within  its  limits  will  not  be  attempted:  but  it  will  be 
confidently  claimed  that  the  increase  in  the  value  of 
the  real  estate  in  this  city  within  the  first  ten  years  after 
completing  the  proposed  road,  will  repay  more  than 
tenfold  the  whole  cost  of  its  construction,  and  that  the 
augmentation  in  the  popuhition  and  wealth  of  the  im- 
mense and  fertile  regions  which  will  be  brought  by  its 
completion  within  four  days  travel  of  the  sea  board, 
will  defy  all  .attempts  at  sober  calculation. 

5.  In  what  mode,  then,  can  this  great  enterprise, 
yielding  public  advantage  thus  enormous,  be  most 
effectually  and  speedily  accomplished.' 

In  the  year  1832,  the  standing  committee  on  the  in- 
ternal improvements  in  the  Legislature  of  this  state,  af- 
ter full  examination  of  this  and  other  projects  of  inland 
communication,  reported  that  it  would  not  be  politic 
for  the  state,  as  such,  to  construct  rail  roads;  and  for 
the  obvious  reason,  that  the  owners  of  the  road  must 
manage  the  transportation,  and  the  stale  could  nol  be- 
come common  carriers-  But  the  committee  recommend- 
ed the  incorporation  of  companies,  whenever  individu- 
als should  see  fit  to  risk  their  property  in  constructing 
rail  roads,  reserving,  however,  the  right,  which  is  re- 
served in  all  oilier  acts  of  incorparaiion,  lo  repeal  or 
modify  the  charters.  The  committee  also  recommend- 
ed that  the  state  should  subscribe  to  portions  of  stock 
in  this  and  all  the  other  great  leading  routes,  whereby 
the  public  at  large  mightparlicipate,to  a  certain  extent, 
in  their  pecuniary  profits,  (if  any,)  and  at  tlie  same 
time  secure  the  economical  management  resulting  from 
the  vigilant  attention  of  individual  proprietors. 

The  annual  message  of  the  Governor  lo  the  Legisla- 
ture at  the  opening  of  the  session  in  that  year,  after 
stating  (hat  the  construction  of  rail  reads  in  various 
parts  of  the  stale  would  "become  eminently  promo- 
tive of  the  public  good,"  but  that  "  many  generations 
must  pass  away  before  the  numerous  improvements 
worthy  of  tlie  enterprise  of  the  state,  could  be  mider- 
takeu  by  the  public  means  alone,"  recommended  that 
companies  of  individual  proprietorsbe  incorporated  with 
power  to  construct  them,  reserving,  however,  to  the 
Legislature,  the  right  secured  in  all  the  recent  acls  of 
incorporation,  to  take  possession  of  the  roads  or  public 
property,  on  equitable  terms. 

The  Legislature  accordingly,  in  the  year  1S32,  cli.r- 
tered  a  company  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  propos- 
ed road,  (.subject  to  the  reservations  recommended  by 
the  Governor,)  with  leave  to  issue  capital  stock  to  the 
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amount    of  §10,000,000,  requiring'  them   to   expend  j  incorporated,   possess  sufficient  means  and   resources 


1,000  before  April,  1837;  to  finish  oiie  quarter  of 
the  work  before  April,  1842;  one  half  before  April, 
1847;  and  the  whole  before  April,  1852;  and  anlhnris- 
ing  them  to  receive  donations  of  lands  to  ;iid  in 
the  construction  of  the  work.  I'y  an  amendment,  ob- 
tained in  18o3,the  company  were  empowered  to  organ- 
ize themselves,  on  receiv  ng  subscriptions  of  stock  lor 
one  millicn  of  dollars.  That  amount  was  duly  sub- 
scribed, and  is  now  holden  principally  iiy  merchants, 
land  hoiilt  rs,  and  other  inhabitants  of  this  city,  deeply 
interested  in  its  pern;anent  pro'perity,  and  anxious  to 
complete  the  proposed  work  with  all  practicable  des. 
patch. 

In  ordt-r  to  ascertain  how  far  the  public  interest 
would  be  promoted  by  a  subscription  to  the  stock,  on 
the  part  of  Ihe  Stulc,  ihe  Legislature  in  May  1824,  au- 
thorized the  route  to  be  surveyed  at  the  public  expense. 
In  the  mean  timi ,  the  Directors  of  the  Company  have 
been  actively  empl.iyed  in  msking  the  inquiries  and  in- 
vestigations necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  their  ob 
ject,  adopting  measures  calculated  to  secure  the  con- 
fidence of  capitalists,  and  obtaining  donations  towards 
their  work  from  large  proprietors  on  the  route;  and 
they  have  met  with  such  success,  and  such  encouraging 
assurances  that  they  are  confident  of  being  enabled  to 
commence  the  road  during  the  en.sning  season,  and 
they  believe  that  in  case  the  Legislature  should  author- 
ise a  subscription  by  the  State,  for  a  portion  of  the 
stock,  or  a  loan  of  its  credit  to  the  company,  they  can 
complete  a  single  track  of  their  road  over  the  whole 
route  wiihin  five  \ears. 
The  exi)ense  of  the  whole  work, as  estimated  by  Judge 
AVright,  iiichuling  the  graduation  (or  a  double  track 
throughout  on  solid  earth  embankments  and  laying 
down  »  single  track  ready  for  use  from  the  Hudson  Ri- 


complete  the  road  with  the  energy  and  despatch 
which  the  public  interest  requires.  The  Committee,  in 
prosecuting  this  inquiry,  have  personally  examined  the 
officers,  directors,  and  books  of  the  Company,  and 
from  that  personal  inspection,  they  have  ascertained  that 
$1,000,000,  has  been  regvdarly  subscribed  to  the  stock 
and  it  now  is  held  by  individuals  greatly  interested  in 
the  permanent  prosperity  i.f  the  city,  and  fully  deter- 
mined to  spare  no  effort  to  insure  the  speedy  comple- 
tion of  the  road  The  concerns  of  the  Company  are 
managed  by  17  directors, .fourteen  of  whom,  to  wit: — 
James  G.  King,  the  President,  Eleazer  Lord,  the  Vice 
President,  Peter  G.  SUiyvesant,  John  G.  Coster,  John 
Rathbone,  junior,  Goold  Hoyt,  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  J. 
Green  Pearson,  Elihu  Townsend,  Peter  Harmony, 
Stephen  Whitney,  James  Bor.rman,  John  Duer,  and 
Michael  Burnham,  reside  in  this  city,  and  are  well 
known  to  their  fellow  citizens.andthe  remaining  three, 
lo  wit:  Jeremiah  H.  Pearson,  George  D.  Wickham, 
and  Joshua  Whitney,  reside  in  the  counties  along  Ihe 
route,  and  equally  command  tlie  confidence  of  the  in- 
habitants (if  that  part  of  the  State. 

Ihe  committee  have  also  satisfied  themselves,  by 
personal  inspection,  that  the  first  ins'alment  required 
on  the  million  of  dollars,  heretofore  subscribed  to  the 
stock,  has  been  regularly  paid  in  cash,  and  that  it  is 
now  didy  deposited  upon  interest,  with  the  New  York 
Life  Insurance  and  Trust  Company,  subject  to  the  joint 
order  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  New- 
York  and  Erie  Rail  Road  Company. 

It  was  not  necessary,  nor  would  it  have  been  at  all 
prudent  orexpedient.for  the  directors  to  have  proceed- 
ed in  the  actual  construction  of  the  road,  until  the 
route  should  have  been  surveyed,  and  it  was  also  de- 
sirable, that  the  survey  should  be  finished,  which  had 


ver  to  Lake  Erie,   will  not  exceed   §4,762,000.     The  ;  been  ordered  by  the  state,    in   order  more  perfectly  to 


luation  ofr 


re  than 


line  does  not  i  secure  and  confirm  the  confidence  of  the  large  capital- 
route  is  embrac    j  ists,  whose  co-operation  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the 


exceed  $4,000  per  mile.     Tin 

ed  in  six  large  di\lsion5,  to  wit:  [  prosecution  of  so  great  an  enterprise. 

The  First  or  ffudion  River  Division  extending  75^  [  The  very  favorable  results  ascertained  by  Judge 
miles  from  a  point  on  the  Hudson  River,  near  the  south-  I  Wright,  and  by  his  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
ern  extremity  of  Rockland  county,  (distant  24  miles  [  presentedabout  the  Ist  of  this  month, acopy  of  which  is 
north  of  the  City  Hall  of  New  York,)  to  a  point  in  the  ]  hereunto  subjoined,  have  entirely  confirmed  the  belief 
Deer-park  Gap  of  the  Shawangunk  mountain  near  the  i  pre\iously  entertained,  that  the  work  is  perfectly  fea 
west  line  of  Orange  county,  dividing  tl— •■-* •■''--    -'"-'-    --' ^' -■■'■■■"  ^ c.-i  • 


vaters  of  the 
Hudson  from  those  of  the  Di 

The  SecoT^d,  or  Delaware  Division,  expending  115 
miles  from  the  point  last  mentioned,  through  the  valley 
of  the  Delaware  and  its  tributaries,  to  a  point  near 
Bettsburgh  in  Chenango  county,  dividing  the  waters  of 
the  Delaware  from  those  of  the  Susquehanna. 

The  Third,  or  Siisriuehanna  Division,  extending  from 
the  point  last  mentioned,  16ji   miles  along  the  valley 


of  the  Susquehanna  and  its  branch' 


nd  that  it  will  be  profitable  not  only  to  the  com- 
munity, but  to  the  stockholders,who  may  embark  their 
funds  in  its  construction.  The  committee  are  assured, 
that  the  directors  intend  forthwith  to  open  books  for 
private  subscriptions,  for  the  additional  amount  of  two 
millions,  and  that  they  entertain  Ihe  most  perfect  con- 
fidence, that  by  means  of  the  subscriptions  already  ob- 
tained,and  the  assurances  of  valuable  donations  of  lands 
along  the  route,   tendered  to  them  by  the   inhabitants 


to  ! 


vest  line  of  Steuben  county,  dividing  the  waters  of 
the  Susquehanna  from  those  of  the  Genessee. 

The  Fuuith,  or  Genessee  Division,  extending  from  the 
point  last  mentioned,  37  miles  across  the  valley  of  the 
Genessee;  to  a  point  near  the  east  hue  of  Cattaraugus 
county,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Genessee  from  those 
of  the  Allegheny. 

The  Fiflh,or  Allegheny  /JjwVjoji, extending  from  the 
point  last  mentioned,  83  miles  along  the  valley  of  the 
Allegheny  and  its  tributaries,   (situated  at  the  northern 


point  near  I  (all    but  unanimously)  along   the  whole  route,  and  of 


zealous  and  hearty  co-operation,  recently  and  re- 
peatedly, and  at  all  times  expressed  in  their  town  and 
county  conventions,  the  company  will  be  enabled  to 
commence  the  actual  execution  of  the  work  during  the 
ensuing  season,  and  nearly  two  years  before  the  time 
allowed  for  that  purpose,  in  the  charter;  and  that  in 
case  the  state  shall  loan  its  credit,  or  subscribe  for  the 
stock  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  one  third  of  the  cost 
of  the  road,  the  company  can  complete  the  whole  from 
the   Hudson    River  to  Lake  Erie,  within  five  years.- 


extremity  of  the  great  v.alley  of  the  Ohio,)  to  the  head  [  And  the  committee  are  further  satisfied,that  even  if  the 
of  the  inclined  plane,  near  Lake  Erie.  ]  state  shall  decline  in  any  mode  to  assist  the  company, 

The  SiM,  or  Lake  Erie  Bu/siVin.comprehending  the  and  they  shall  be  left  to  their  own  unaided  resources, 
short  and  rapid  descent  to  the  shore  of  the  lake,  includ-  they  can  within  two  years  complete  the  second  or  Del- 
ing tlie  inclined  plane,  and  two  branches  of  the  road,  |  aware  division  of  the  road,  and  thereby  divert  to  this 
one  to  the  harbor  of  Dunkirk,  8J  miles,  and  one  to  '  city,  through  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal,  a  large 
Portland,  9  miles.  j  portion  of  the   exports  now  passing  out  of  this  state, 

6.  The  execution  of  this  most  valuable  and  necessary  down  the  Susquehanna  River: — and  it  is  moreover  con- 
work,  being  thus  bhown  to  be  free  from  physical  diffi-  I  fidenlly  believed,  that  the  productiveness  of  thatdivi- 
culties,  ard  capable  of  being  completed  at  u  moderate  j  sion,  by  demonstrating  the  value  of  the  whole  work, 
expense,  the  question  then  arises,  of  much  importance  i  will  sustain  the  credit  of  the  stock,  and  enable  the  di- 
to  the  public,  and  one  which  the  Committee  deemed  it  i  rectors  to  extend  the  read  without  delay  to  Lake  Erie- 
their  duty  fully  to  examine,  whether  the  company  now        The  inquiry   then  arises  as  to  the  mode  in  which  it 
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will  be  proper  and  expedient  for  1  he  Common  Ctfnncil  advance  their  pecuniary  interest,  while  at  the  same 
to  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  a  work,  affecting  so  time  they  will  promote  to  an  incalculable  extent  the 
deeply  the  interests  of  the  City  and  its  inhabitants.  public  gond. 

Whether  the  Ciiy  in  its  corporate  capacity  possesses  The  Committee  therefore  beg  Iea\e  to  submit  (or 
the  Icpal  right  to  malce  donations  of  land  or  money,  in  adoption,  the  following  resolutions: — 
aiil  of  this  work,  or  to  subscribe  its  funds  to  any  por- ,  Resulved,  That  the  speedy  construction  of  the  New 
tiun  of  the  stock  of  the  Company,  it  is  not  necessary  to  York  and  Erie  Hail  Road,  has  become  an  object  deep- 
inquire.  It  m.-iy  be  well  however,  to  state,  that  the  ly  interesting  and  Important  to  the  men  hants.  me- 
municipal  ainliorities  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  deemed  cliiinics,  trailers,  landliolders.  and  all  oilier  inhabitants 
it  their  duty  to  assist  in  the  construction  of  a  rail  road  of  this  city — and  that  the  efforts  of  ihe  company  who 
from  that  city  to  the  Ohio  river,  by  a  subscription  of  have  been  incorporated  with  power  to  construct  it, 
$500,000  to  the  stock  of  the  company  engaged  in  Its  \  merit  and  ought  to  receive  the  zealous  support  and  co- 
construction.  The  city  of  Richmond,  with  a  population  operation  of  the  public  authorities, 
of  less  than  20,000  inhabilanls,  has  recently  subscribed  Resolved,  That  from  the  minute  and  personal  exami- 
SS20O,C0O  to  the  stock  of  the  company,  incorporated  nation  of  the  concerns  of  that  Company  made  by  the 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  communication  by  canals  ,  Comn^lttee  of  the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Ass'i^tant 
and  r.^il  roads,  between  the  Atlantic  co.ast  of  Virginia  .\ldermen,  and  the  facts  herein  above  set  forth,  of  the 
and  the  river  Ohio.  The  Union  Canal  company  of ,  situation  and  prospects  of  the  Company,  there  ran  be 
Pennsylvania,  has  recently  been  aided  by  a  loan  of  the  no  reasonable  doubt  of  their  inclination  and  ability  to 
credit  of  that  state,  for  ^200, 000,  authorized  by  its  complete  the  Road  with  all  practicable  despatch,  and 
Legislature:  and  the  Pottsville  and  Danville  Rail  Road  to  finish  the  whole  within  five  years,  in  ca^e  they  shall 
company,  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  directing  to  !  be  aided  to  a  moderate  extent,  by  the  palronage  and 
the   city   of  Philadelphia,     the  trade   of  the   Susque-    co-operation  of  the  state. 

hanna  valley,  and  claiming  through  that  channel,  to  ;  Resolved,  That  it  is  proper  and  expedient  for  the 
divert  fiom  the  city  of  New  York,  a  large  part  of  the  Common  Councll,asrepresentatives  of  city  and  the  coun- 
southern  counties  of  this  state,  h.^s  recently  obtained  ty  of  New  York,  containing  one  third  of  the  aggregate 
from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  a  loan  of  its  credit  for  '  amount  of  taxable  property  within  this  state,  to  peti- 
§300,000.  I  tion  the  Legislature  to  invest  a  portion  of  the  public 

In  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  the  aid  to  which  funds  In  the  stock  of  the  Company,  or  else  to  facilitate 
the  New  York  and  Erie  Ifail  Road  Company,  are  justly  its  objects  by  a  loan  of  the  credit  of  the  slate, and  there- 
entitled  from  the  public,  ought  to  be  rendered  directly  I  fore — 

by  the  state-  They  therefore  report,  that  it  will  not  I  Resolved,  That  his  Honor  the  Mayor  be  requested  to 
be  expedient  for  the  Common  Council  at  present  to  aid  |  transmit  to  the  Legislature,  the  petition  of  the  City  of 
in  the  enterprise,  except  by  uniting  strongly  in  the  pe-  i  New  York  under  its  corporate  seal,  setting  forth  the 
titions  to  the  Legislature,  praying  the  state  to  co-ope-  ,  necessity  and  advantages  of  this  great  work,  and  .so- 
rate  in  the  efforts  o(  the  company,  and  thereby  signify-  j  licitingthe  Legislature  to  aid  in  Its  speedy  execution, 
ing  the  unanimous  sense  which  the  municipal  authori-  Resolved,  That  the  public  authorities  of  our  sister 
ties  of  this  city  entertain  of  the  public  importance  of '  City  of  Brooklyn,  constituting  a  large  and  important 
the  work.  1  portion  of  our   commercial    emporium,    be,   and  they 

The  city  possessing  one-third  of  the  taxable  properly  ,  hereby  are  respectfully  invited  to  co-operate  with  the 
of  ihe  state,  is  consequently  interested  to  that  extent,  j  Common  Council  of  this  City,  in  such  measures  as  may 
in  the  pecuniary  consequences  of  any  subscription  by  become  necessary  to  facilitate  the  completion  of  the 
the  state  at  large;   and  will  accordingly  gain  or  lose  to    proposed  road. 

that  extent,  by  the  profit  or  loss,  the  result  from  the  1  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  citizens  at 
investments  in  that  mode  of  the  public  funds.  The  large,  assembled  either  in  general  meetings,  or  in  their 
committee,  however,  do  not  believe,  that  die  stale  can  respective  wards,  to  adopt  energetic  measures,  to  ex- 
sustain  any  pecuniary  loss  by  such  subscription,  inas-  press  to  the  Legislature  their  sense  of  the  transcendent 
much,  as' they  deem  It  :,lmost  positively  certain,  that '  Importance  of  this  great  work,  in  preserving  and  ex- 
the  road  when  completed,  will  produce  an  annu:d  re-  tending  their  internal  commerce  with  the  west,  and 
venue  fully  equal  to  the  interest  on  its  cost.  I  thereby  augmenting  to  an  incalculable  extent,  the  po- 

The   road   will  cost  much    less  than  the  Erie  Canal,    pulatlon  and  prosperity  of  this  metropolis, 
but  in  many   respects,  will   be  far  more   useful  to  the  I      Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  importmce  of  thi 
public,  and  consequently  wdl  be  capable  of  yielding  a  |  posed  route,  in  affording  unrivalled  facilities  for  the  i 
much  greater  revenue.  i  pld  transmission  of  commercial  intelligence,  it  will  be 

It  will  be  open  and  available,  and  earning  income  '  proper  to  petition  the  Congress,  or  the  Post  Master 
during  the  long  interval  of  five  months,  in  which  the  |  General,  of  the  United  States,  to  adopt  such  measures 
Erie  canal  is  closed;  —it  will  afford  ficllities  for  the  ex-  I  as  may  be  necessary  to  secure  the  permanent  use  of  the 
peditious  transportation  of  passengers  and  the  public  ;  road,  for  the  carriage  of  tlie  public  malls,  and  that  his 
mails,  not  possessed  by  the  canals; — it  will  be  connect-  Honor  the  Mayor,  be  requested  to  transmit  to  Washing- 
ed  by  its  lateral  branches,  and  the  numerous  rivers  and  '  ton,  such  memorial  and  petition  in  that  respect  as  may 
canals,  which   it   will  intersect,  with   the  most   fertile    be  appropriate. 

and  populous  parts  of  the  State,  and  with  an  extensive  I  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Assembly,  and  of 
district  in  Pennsylvania  and  in  New  York,  abounding  !  Congress  from  this  city  at  Albany  and  at  Washington, 
in  natural  resources,  and  capable  of  rapid  advancement  j  be,  and  they  hereby  are  respectfully  requested  to  use 
in  population,  prosperity  and  wealth;  and,  above  all,  I  their  best  efforts  in  such  mode  as  to  them  shall  seem 
the  fact  that  it  will  open  the  most  direct  and  central  j  proper,  to  promote  the  success  of  the  petitions  thus  to 
avenue  of  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  Atlantic    be  presented  by  this  city — and  that  they  be  furnished 


e  pro- 


seaboard,  and  the  immense  and  expandmg  communi- 
ties adjacent  to  the  great  Lakes  and  waters,  and  in- 
ternal communications  of  the  west.  The  consideration 
of  these  combin<  d  and  manifold  advantages  will  there- 
fore most  assuredly  justify  the  expectation  that  the 
business  of  the  road  wdl  yield  an  income  fully  equiva- 
lent to  the  interest  on  its  cost,  and  the  risk  assumed 
in  its  construction,  and  that  the  public  spirited  individ- 
uals who  may  subscribe  to  the  stock  (including  the 
State  to  the  full  extent  to  which  it  may  participate)  will 


by  the   Mayor  with   copies  of  this  report  and   the   ac- 
companying resolutions. 

W.M.    SAML-  JOHNSON, 
SILAS  M.  STILWELL, 
ISAAC   L    VARIAN, 
JOHN  BOLTON, 
J.   J.   BOYD, 
JOHN  DE  LAMATEU. 
New  York,  Feb.  4th,  1835. 

(  Wright's  Report  hereafter. ) 
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INTERNAL  IMPROVeIIiENTS. 

Report  of  the  committee  on    Inland  Navigation,  upon 

(he  Internal  Improvements  of  the  State    Mr-  Mjller, 

of  the  City,  Chairman. 

Head  in  the  House  nf  Rtpresmtatives,  Feb.  17,  1835. 

The  committee  on  inland  navigation  report.  In  com- 
pliance Willi  custom,  if  not  with  a  duty  they  owe  lo 
thai  body  wliicli  has  confided  to  them  a  trust  so  impor- 
tant as  the  one  which  has  occupied  their  attention,  a 
report  seems  to  be  called  for,  especially  as  the  public 
works  of  the  Commonwealth  are  so  nearly  completed 
that  it  can  scarcely  be  a  perversion  of  language  to  say 
that  they  are  so. 

Admitting  the  correctness  of  the  assertion.  After  the 
lapse  of  along  period  of  exertion  and  perseve.-ance 
rarely  equalled— after  struggling  with  innumerable  de- 
lays, difficulties  and  disappointments— after  overcoming 
the  numerous  obst^icles  which  nature  had  interposed  ici 
the  way  of  the  completion  of  the  vast  system  of  internal 
improvement  which  she  has  projected;  Pennsylvania 
U  now  about  to  put  the  sickle  into,  and  reap  the  har- 
vest, which  blossoms  before  her. 

Your  committee  are  fully  aware  that  the  same  pri'S- 
pectofarich  harvest  has  long  since  been  held  up  to 
the  view  of  our  citizens,  which  has  been  partially  blast- 
ed by  the  result,  and  the  result  of  the  experience  of 
the  past  year  is  an  exemplification  of  the  disappoint 
ment  to  which  the  best  laid  plans  of  man  are  liable,  and 
the  mostreasonableexpectationsdisappoinied.  Butwhen 
we  turn  to  the  past  and  give  due  attention  to  the  events 
which  distinguished  that  year,  and  reflect  on  the  de- 
rangement of  the  plans  of  inuividuals,  and  the  conse- 
quently limited  sphere  to  which  individual  enterprise 
was  confined;  the  influence  of  these  efl'ects  on  the 
aggregate  exchange  of  commodities,  and  the  want  of 
suitable  arrangements  for  their  transportation,  incident 
to  every  new  and  extensive  undertaking,  there  is  no 
reason  on  the  one  ban  I,  to  blame  those  who  sketched 
the  picture  which  failed  to  be  duly  filled  up,  nor  on  the 
other,  ought  it  to  inspire  doubts  of  the  correctness  of 
the  estimates  of  the  future  productiveness  of  these 
works:  And  while  your  committee  will  not  call  in  ques- 
tion the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  others,  neither  are 
they  willing  to  participate  in  the  praise  or  the  blame  to 


conceal  from  the  House,  that  they  commenced  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties,  fully  aware  that  the  present 
financial  circumstances  of  the  Commonwealth,  made  it 
incumbent  on  them  to  act  with  cai'e  and  circumspec- 
tion, and  to  present  to  the  house  an  exposition  of  the 
motives  which  regulated  their  conduct. 

1  hey  did  not  conceal  from  themselves,  that  the  ex- 
tensive works  constructed  by  the  commonwealth,  have 
created  a  large  debt.  That'the  receipt  of  tiie  revenue 
expected  from  these  works  had  been  delayed  tar  be- 
yond  the  period  originally  anticipated.  That  this  cir- 
cumstance made  it  possible  that  it  might  become  neces- 
sary to  resort  for  a  <tme,  to  loans,  to  pay  the  interest  on 
former  loans,  until  the  revenue  which  might  be  derived 
from  tolls,  should,  together  with  that  derived  from  other 
sources,  be  sufficient  to  pay  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
government,  and  the  interest  on  the  state  debt. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  saw  only  the  first  part  of  the 
original  plan  completed,  and  parts  of  the  second  in  pro- 
gress, or  completed  only  to  an  extent  serving  to  show 
how  unproductive  they  were  likely  to  be  as  they  exist, 
and  how  pn  ductive  when  extended  to  their  ultimate 
limits.  Convinced  by  past  experience,  that  delay  in 
execution  had  too  often  proved  to  be  a  waste  of  ouf  re- 
sources, the  alternative  of  a  vigorous  effort  to  carry  out 
to  its  fullest  extent  the  original  plan  in  the  shortest 
space  ol  time  presented  itself  This  would  have  involv- 
ed the  expenditure  of  five — perhaps  six  millions  of 
dollars,  and,  however  they  might  be  sustained  in  this 
course  by  the  opinions  of  some  of  the  wisest  and  ablest 
statesmen,  your  committee  thought  it  incumbent  on 
them  to  inquire,  whether  a  resort  to  the  expedients 
referred  to,  or  to  a  system  of  direct  taxation,  unpopu- 
lar under  all  circumstances— inexpedient  under  many, 
and  in  the  present  case,  averse  to  the  habits  and  opin- 
ions of  must  of  our  constituents,  ought  to  be  recom- 
mended. 

Vour  committee  do  not  doubt  for  a  moment,  the 
ability  of  the  coinmonwealth  to  carrv  fully  into  eflVct 
the  whole  of  theimprovements  originally  contemplated. 
Her  resources  are  equal  to  the  tnsk,  and  the  ultimate 
advantage  is  certain.  Even  admitting  for  a  moment 
that  the  investment  of  the  millions  she  has  expended, 
and  will  expend,  to  be  an  investment  less  profitable 
than  is  anticipated,  the  advantages  resulting  to  the  com- 
which  they  are  justly  entitled,  and  take  the  liberty  to  I  munity  from  the  diminished  cost  of  transportation  alone, 
refer  to  ^the  conclusion  of  their  report  of  last  session,     are  greater  in  value  than  tl)e  whole  interest  on  the  ca 


vested.  No  one  who  has  reflected  on  the  enor- 
mous expenditure  which  successive  generations  have 
expended  in  the  improvement  of  a  country  fresh  from 
the  hands  of  nature,  to  the  time  when  the  most  com- 
mt-n  roads  have  succeeded  to  the  Indian  trail;  when  the 
huge  four  wheeled  wagon  has  succeeded  the  pack- 
hoise;  the  bridge — the  ford — the  sohd  turnpike — the 
sometimes  impassable  road,  and  has  thought  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  dispensing  with  them,  (were  it  possible  to 
do  so)  and  their  attendant  improvements,  could  doubt 
for  a  single  moment  the  soundness  of  the  policy  which 
directed  their  construction.  The  construction  of  canals 
and  rail  roads,  is  but  the  compression  of  the  works,  and 
the  advantages  and  labors  of  ages,  within  the  limits  of  a 
few  years. 

Facts  are  not  wanting  to  Illustrate  and  sustain  these 
positions,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  them  here  — 
Men  are  prone  to  overlook  or  undervalue  the  advanta- 
ges they  enjoy,  because  they  are  not  commensurate 
with  the,  perhaps,  extravagant  hopes  they  have 
entertained.  Their  advantages  are  either  direct 
or  tangible,  or  they  are  indirect  and  intangible 
— not  readily  measured  by  a  pecuniary  standard, 
but  nevertheless,  certain  and  unquestionable. — 
They  benefit  one  portion  of  the  community  in  one,  and 
the  other  in  a  difl^erent  manner. 

The  inhabitants  of  our  large  cities  and  towns,  are 
directly  benefitted  by  the  introduction  of  an  abundant 

, J,  ...    supply  of  mineral  coal  at  a  moderate  price,  and  this  is" 

mislead  others.and  convinced  that  they  are  not  deceiv- !  participated  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  and  even 
inp  themselves  on  this  point,  they  will  not  attempt  to    more  remote  districts,  according  to  their  proximity  to 


where  it  will  be  seen  that  a  later  view  of  the  subject 
duced  them  to  believe  that  the  causes  of  partial  failuie 
were  already  apparent  and  in  a  course  of  development, 
and  the  result  might  then  have  been  readily  anticipated. 
Whether  or  not  the  present  year  will  produce  a  similar 
disappointment  cannot  now  be  dcternruied  Should 
wise,  prompt  and  eneigetlc  measures  be  adopted  to 
avail  ourselves  of  the  means  within  our  power,  your 
committee  are  convinced  that  the  revenue  anticipated 
from  our  canals  and  rail  roads  will  equal  the  amount 
anticipated  by  the  officers  of  the  Commonwealth;  not- 
withstanding that  a  variety  of  causes  lessened  the 
amount  last  year,  it  was  still  double  the  amount  of  that 
of  the  former,  and  little  if  any  doubt  is  entertained  by 
your  committee,  that  the  tolls  of  the  current  year  will 
at  least  double  that  of  the  last. 

Some  of  the  causes  which  operated  last  year  do  not 
now  operate.  No  pecuniary  difficulties  of  an  important 
character  affecting  the  internal  trade  of  the  country 
are  known  to  exist,  and  none  are  apprehended,  so  far 
as  your  committee  are  informed-  Preparations  are  now 
making  to  carry  on  an  immense  trade  on  the  public  im- 
provements, and  notwithstanding  that  some  loss  is  ap- 
prehended from  the  want  of  the  early  action  of  the  Le- 
gislature, in  establishing  a  system  for  the  government 
ofa  portion  of  the  line  of  her  improvements,  yet  that 
will  not,  they  trust,  be  great,  if  their  acticn,  though 
late,  be  wise. 

Certain   that  the  committee  are  not  attempting  to 
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the  caniils  or  rail  roads  of  the  Cumnmnwealth,  or  those 
of  companies.  Had  no  can.ils  been  made,  coal  could 
not  have  superceded  the  use  of  wood  as  fuel,  so  exten- 
sively as  it  has,  for  domestic  and  for  manufacturing  pur- 
posci.  Were  it  not  for  this,  every  cord  of  wood  woidd 
unquestionably  have  cost  two  dollars  more  tlian  is  nov/ 
the  price.  The  number  of  inhabitanis  in  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia  alone  was,  according  to  the  last 
census,  188,981,  and  according  to  the  average  annual 
r  'te  of  increase  for  the  ten  previous  years,  3^  per  cent, 
the  number  at  present  e.\cted5  200,000;  and  allowing 
the  consumjjtion  of  wood  for  domestic  use  to  be  only 
equal  to  one  I  ord  per  annum  for  each  inhabitant,  the 
saving,  at  this  under  rate,  is  g400,000.  Admit  the 
consumption  of  manufacturers  and  steambnats  to  be 
only  50,000  cords,  at  §2  ptr  cord,  $100,000— and  the 
result  is,  §500,000  saved  directly  to  this  comparatively 
small  community,  by  these  canals-  It  is  true  they  were 
m.ide  by  companies,  but  ihey  si  rve  equally  wtU  the 
purpose  ot  illustration. 

These  advantages  derived  from  the  substitution  of 
coal  for  wood,  as  furl,  are  rapidly  becoming  diffused 
over  a  larger  extent  of  country.  But  to  limits  however 
small  the  domestic  use  of  this  article  be  confined,  not 
so  is  the  .idvantage  arising  from  it.  That  circle  is  far 
more  extended.  It  atfecls  the  price  of  e\ery  article, 
whether  of  dome-tic  or  foreign  origin,  sold  within  the 
district — which  are  sold  cheaper  in  proportion  as  the 
price  of  the  means  of  living  are  reducedi  thus  circulat- 
ing to  the  extremities,  the  wealth  accumidated  at  the 
heart. 

To  the  owners  of  coal  lands;  the  advantages  are  loo 
p.ilpable  to  need  illustration.  The  inanufacture  is  bene- 
fited by  the  cheapness  of  transportation,  and  the  con- 
sequent enlargement  of  the  sphere  in  which  he  can  car- 
ry on  his  operations.  To  the  agriculturist,  the  benefits 
are  equally  manifest  to  the  reflecting  mind;  and  al- 
though it  is  sometimes  supposed  that  the  price  of  his 
products  are  reduced,  by  the  competition  of  the  same 
products  bioughtfroma  distance  into  the  market  by 
these  means  of  communication,  tins  seeming  disadvan- 
ta^je  is  more  than  counterbalanced  (admitting  it  to  ex- 
ist) by  his  greater  proximity  to  the  market  at  wliicli  he 
sells  and  buys,  and  by  the  better  adaptation  of  the 
lands  in  the  vicinity  of  a  great  market,  toother  pro- 
ducts and  merchandize.for  the  cultivation  of  which  his 
own  lands  have  become,  from  various  causes,  unsuita- 
ble, and  which  h«  now  obtains  at  an  expense  less  than 
that  at  which  he  could  afford  to  cultivate  them.  The 
benefits  which  the  community  derives  from  the  facili- 
ties to  trade  by  means  of  the  State  improvements,  are 
necessary  and  inevitable  consequences,  which  must  be 
participated  by  every  one  who  does  not,  by  an  act  of 
insanity,  refuse  to  avail  himself  of  In  some  cases,  they 
are  broad  and  palpable  as  the  air  that  surrounds — di- 
rect and  visible  as  the  objects  around  him:  In  others, 
they  are  equally  real,  but  not  so  obvious,  as  the  air, 
which  he  well  knows  presses  equally  on  all  parts  of  his 
frame,  and  only  becomes  sensible  by  the  abstraction  of 
its  effec's. 

Owing  to  a  misapprehension  gf  the  manner  of  keep- 
ing the  account  of  tonnage,  the  directions  of  the  canal 
commissioners  having  for  their  object  the  ascertainment 
of  the  weight  of  comn.odities  transported  on  the  canals 
and  rail  roads  of  the  Commonwealth,  it  is  not  practica- 
ble to  determine  it  exactly.  But  it  is  believed  to  be  at 
least  one  hundred  and  seventy.five  thousand  tons,  of 
products  of  the  forest,  the  field,  the  mines,  the  ocean 
and  the  workshop,  of  foreign  and  domestic  produce  anil 
manufacture  of  every  description,  transported  to  and 
from  every  direction  to  which  they  lead  and  extend. 
If  we  assume  their  terminating  points  to  be,  in  adirect 
line,  ,">U0  miles  apart— that  is,  the  distance  between 
Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg — then,  as  a  portion  of  this 
tonnage  was  carried  in  every  direction,  and  to  various 
distances,  it  is  deemed  fair  to  estimate  the  whole  to 
have  been  carried  100  miles,  or  one-third  of  the  dis- 


tance between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg.  Next,  sup- 
posing the  average  cost  of  transportation  to  Pit,i«burg 
to  have  been  gl  25  per  hundred  weight,  the  cost  of 
transporting  the  whole  quantity  one-third  of  the  dis- 
tance is  gl, 458,333 
Now  assuming  as  a  basis  for  comparison, 

the  lowest  average  cost  of  transporta- 
tion to    Pittsburg,  before  aiy  of  these 

facilities  existed,  to   haie  been   ^3  25 

per  hundred  weight, tlie  same  products 

wi'uld   have    cost    for  transporting   by 

wagons,  (the  only  method  then  in  use,) 

the  same  avc  rage   distance, — 175,009 

tons,  of  2,000  pounds  each,  — at  $3  25 

per  hundred. 


Difference— amount  swed. 


3.791,666 
82,333,333 


It  is  true  that  a  portion  of  these  commodities,  per- 
haps a  large  portion,  actually  transported  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  could  not  have  borne  the  cost  of 
transportation  under  the  former  system,  and  of  course 
could  not  have  been  brought  into  use.  Heavy  pro- 
ducts must  have  remained  in  the  earth,  or  still  flourish- 
ed in  the  forest — lived  in  the  ocean,  or  remained  a 
rude  mass  unshapen  by  the  artist.  But  the  advantage  is 
not  the  less  real  on  that  account:  it  is  only  more  manifest. 
But  were  the  foregoing  estimate  of  advantages,  found- 
ed as  it  is,  on  facts,  admitted  to  be  too  high,  one-half  of 
the  amount  might  be  abandoned,  and  the  conclusions  of 
your  committee  would  nevertheless  be  fully  sustained, 
to  wit: — that  our  citizens  are  repaid  every  dollar  of  the 
interest  paid  by  the  (Jommonwealth. 

Such  being  the  views  of  the  committee  respecting 
the  certain  advantages  which  our  citizens  must  derive 
from  our  improvements,  though  far  from  being  fully 
carried  out,  it  would  seem  that  an  increase  of  that  debt 
for  a  short  time  is  a  circumstance  not  calculated  to  alarm 
any  but  the  timid.  It  is  true,  that  considered  abstract- 
ly, a  large  public  debt  is  a  burden  on  the  community, 
and  when  it  has  been  created  by  an  expenditure  for 
objects  destitute  of  utility,  still  more  so.  In  the  pro- 
secution of  unnecessary  wars,  it  may  well  be  det  mcd 
onerous  and  oppressive,  and  the  policy  as  well  as  the 
justice  of  burthening  posterity  with  it  might  well  be 
questioned,  if  indeed  it  admitted  of  question.  But  if, 
as  in  the  present  case,  the  existing  shall  leave  to  a  fu- 
ture generation,  the  total  amount  of  a  debt  contracted 
by  the  construction  of  works  eminently  useful  and  pro- 
ductive  of  advantage  commensurate  with  the  cost,  your 
committee  are  at  a  loss  to  perceive  the  impolicy  or  the 
injustice  of  bequeathing  a  debt,  together  with  the  cor- 
porate  estate  which  will  descend  with  it.  It  is  commim 
to  compare  nations  and  states  to  individuals,  but  this 
your  committee  consider  an  erroneous  comparison; 
they  differ  in  one  essential  particular. — Individuals  are 

moral — communities,  if  not  States,  are  the  reverse 

The  forms  of  government — the  names  of  states  are  sub- 
ject to  the  mutations  which  time  effects  on  all  things; 
but  communities  remain,  and  even  the  ruthless  foot- 
steps of  war,  respect,  in  general,  the  civil  improve- 
ments of  a  country. 

Your  committee  do  not  presume  to  consider  these 
opinions  as  novelties  or  inventions;  they  are  but  de- 
ductions which  wiser  men  have  drawn  from  similar 
facts,  and  conchisions  which  all  must  arrive  at  who  ad- 
mit the  facts.  But  there  is  a  large  and  highly  respecta- 
ble portion  of  the  community,  your  committee  believe, 
who  doubt  the  one  and  cannot  of  course  admit  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  other.  Fullysensible  of  this  fact,  and 
fully  aware  that  they  owe  to  those  opinions,  however 
variant  fiom,  that  consideration  which  they  ask  for  their 
own — fully  convinced  that  but  a  short  time  will  elapse 
before  experience  will  sanction  those  entertained  by 
your  committee,  and  remove  the  doubts  of  those  who 
differ  from  them,  they  report  a  bill  embracing  smaller 
appropriations  than  usual.     If  they  have  erred  in  this. 
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even  if  the  error  remain  uncorrected  by  the  wisdom  of 
the  Legislature,  the  evils  produced  will  be  of  limited 
extent.  The  lapse  of  another  year  will  probably  de- 
velope  much  new  information,  and  test  the  value  of 
speculative  opinion  respecting  the  future,  and  perhaps 
shed  new  light  on  the  merits  of  contemplated  objects. 

In  their  deliberations  your  committee  could  not  avoid 
l)aying  seme  attention  to  the  means  of  sustaining  the 
high  credit  of  the  Commonwealth,  while  framing  a  bill, 
the  enactment  of  which  will  necessarily  involve  a  resort 
to  a  new  loan,  and  while  they  decline  any  unnecessary 
arrogation  of  the  duties  of  those  to  whom  the  subject 
is  entrusted,  they  will  only  say  that  from  their  superfi- 
cial view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  that  the  interest  on 
the  loans  required  for  the  appropriations  contained  in 
the  bill  reported,  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  be 
supplied  by  the  premium  on  the  loan,  until  the  re- 
venue arising  from  the  tolls  shall  be  sufficient  for  that 
purpose. 

On  the  merits  of  the  objects  of  these  appropriations 
your  committee  will  not  dwell  long.  Those  contained  1 
in  the  first  section  have  a  paramount  and  indisputable  i 
claim  on  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  the  Legislature —  i 
None  of  the  provisions  of  the  remaining  sections  relate 
to  improvements  in  a  new  direction;  they  are  but  parts 
of  the  original  plan— most  of  them  have  for  their  ulti-  ! 
mate  object  a  connection  with  the  inland  seas  of  the  j 
west,  and  a  participation  in  the  rapidly  increasing  trade  [ 
now  floating  or  hereafter  to  float  upon  their  waters. —  [ 
Each  will,  when  completed,  so  far  as  can  be  perceiv- 
ed, promote  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth,  and 
certainly  those  of  the  citizens  resident  in  the  counties! 
through  which  they  will  pass. 

The  improvement  of  so  much  of  ttie  West  Branch  of 
the  Susquehanna,  as  will  enable  the  owners  of  the  coal 
mines  to  transport  their  valuable  coal  to  and  along  the 
canals  of  the  State,  cannot  be  considered  unimportant, 
as  it  will  manifestly  add  to  the  revenues  of  the  canals. 

The  survey  of  a  route,  by  canal  or  rail  road,  or  by 
both  united,  by  way  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna, and  thence  by  the  routes  indicated,  to  unite, 
by  way  of  French  Creek,  with  the  waters  of  the  Ale- 
giieny,  is  believed  to  be  expedient  and  proper.  No 
survey  embracing  all  these  points  being  known  to  your 
comniittee,  they  feel  no  hesitation  in  recommmending 
it  to  the  Legisl.iturc. 

Your  committee  have  seen  with  much  satisfaction, 
that  the  ngents  of  the  Commonwealth  have  reduced 
the  tolls  charged  for  the  use  of  canals  and  rail  roads  to 
such  a  point,  as  to  afford  good  reason  to  believe  that 
Venosylvania  may  enter  the  field  of  competition  with  a 
fair  prospect  of  obtaining  a  full  participation  of  the 
trade  hitherto  more  exclusively  enjoyed  by  her  enter- 
prising neighbors.  Nothing,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  would  be  more  injudicious  than  the  con- 
tinued imposition  of  high  tolls.  The  revenue  to  be  de- 
rived from  this  source,  will  not  be  in  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  charges,  but  (within  certain  limits) 
the  reverse,  as  the  low  charges  will  be  made  on  an  in- 


creased quantity.     Even  were  it  i 


vise  govern- 


'ill  always  deem  it  far  more  important  to  confer 
benefits  on  its  citizens,  than  to  increase  its 
their  expense. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


CHESAPEAKE  AND  OHIO  CANAL- 

Report  of  the  probable  revenue  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal,  made  to  the  Baltimore  Convention,  Sec. 
1834. 

Mr.  Stewart,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  re- 
port as  to  the  probable  amount  of  tolls  receivable  on 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  after  it  reaches 
the  Coal  Mines  near  Cumberland,  and  after  its 
completion  to  Pittsburg,  made  the  following  Re- 
port: 


That  the  committee  have  given  the  subject  an  atten" 
five  consideration,  and  the  result  is  a  firm  conviction 
that  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  will  afford  a  more 
profitable  investment  of  funds  than  any  other  similar 
work  of  Internal  Improvement  in  the  United  States; 
possessing,  as  it  does,  advantages  in  reference  to 
climate,  distance,  structure,  and  sources  of  revenue,  de- 
cidedly superior  to  anv  other  constructed  or  contem- 
plated. To  satisfy  the  public  of  the  correcrness  of  this 
position,  the  Committee  will  not  deal  in  (what  is  too 
common  on  such  occasions)  assumed  facts  and  specu- 
lative reasoning,  but  they  will  content  themselves  with 
a  brief  and  plain  statement  of  well  known  and  ascertain- 
ed facts,  about  which  there  can  be  no  controversy, 
and  which  they  respectfully  submit,  without  comment, 
leaving  an  enlightened  public  to  supply  the  argument 
and  the  conclusions. 

The  object  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  is  to 
connect  the  tide  water  of  the  Atlantic  with  the  Ohio 
and  Mississippi,  and  ultimately  with  the  Lakes,  and  as 
its  revenue  must,  in  sume  measure,  depend  upon  its 
ability  to  maintain  a  successful  competition  with  other 
similar  works,  the  Committee  will  submit  in  the  first 
place,  a  comparative  view  of  the  three  great  lines  of 
communication  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  west,  the 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canals.  The  Committee  are,  however,  far  from 
indulging  the  erroneous  idea  that  these  works  can  be 
properly  regarded  as  rivals,  that  the  one  can  possibly 
supersede  the  other,  or  that  their  interests  can  come 
materially  into  conflict;  on  the  contrary,  a  moment's 
reflection  upon  the  immense  increase  of  the  population 
and  commerce  of  the  west  must  satisfy  every  one  that 
the  time  is  not  distant  when  not  only  these,  but  addi- 
tional communications,  will  be  indispensable  to  give 
vent  to  this  vast  and  increasing  intercourse. 

COMPARATIVE  VIEW, 
As  to  di'itanoe,  time,  lockage,  dimensions,  climate,  and 
cost  of  transportation,  on  the  New  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canals,  in  connection 
with  the  Ohio  River  and  the  Lakes. 
The  distance  from  New  York  to  the   Ohio  river,  by 
the  New  York  and  Ohio  Canals,  is   1,008  miles— 670 
thereof  canal,   145  river,   and  19."?  lake  navigation;  on 
this  line  there  is  1,877  feet  of  lockage— 692  on  the  New 
York,  and  1,185   on   the  Ohio  Canal,  and  three  trans- 
shipments, one  at  Albany,  another   at    Buffalo;   and  a 
third  at  Cleveland, 

From  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,  by  the  Columbia  rail 
road  and  Pennsylvania  canals,  is  394  miles— 276  by 
canals  add  118  by  rail  roads;  the  ascent  and  descent  on 
this  route  is  5,220  feet;  and,  by  the  Schuylkill,  Union, 
and  Pennsylvania  Canals,  the  distance  is  441  miles, 
ascent  and  descent  4,514  feet;  1,944  by  locks,  and 
2,570  by  inclined  planes;  and,  as  the  latter  route  is 
found  to  be  the  cheapest  for  transportation,  it  is  adopt- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  this  comparison.  On  this  hne  there 
are  two  transshipments,  one  at  HoUidaysburg,  and  the 
other  at  Johnstown. 

From  tide  water  at  Washington  City  to  Pittsburg,  by 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  is  341  miles  continu- 
ous canal,  lockage  3,215  feet;  and  when  the  canal  shall 
have  reached  Cumberland,  the  distance  from  tide,  to 
the  navigable  waters  of  the  west,  will  be  only  258  miles, 
viz:  186  miles  by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  and 
72  from  thence,  by  the  Cumberland  road,  to  Browns- 
ville, on  the  Monongahela,  where  steamboats  now  ar- 
rive and  depart  for  New  Orleans  daily,  for  several 
months  in  the  year,  and  on  which  the  cost  of  transporta- 
tivn  would  be  $13  58  per  ton,  viz: 

By  canal  186  miles,  at  3  cents  per  ton,  $5  58 

By  Cumberland  road  to  Brownsville,  72  miles,     7  00 
By  steamboats  to  Pittsburg,  1   00 

gl3  53 
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The  (limensionsoftheNew  York  and  Ohio  and  Penn- 
sylvaiiia  Canals,  are  the  same,  viz:  40  feet  at  water  line, 
28  at  bottom,  and  4  feet  deep.  The  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  is  60  feet  at  water  line,  42  at  bottom,  and  6 
feet  deep,  being  50  per  cent,  larger  than  the  New  York, 
Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania  Ciinals,  the  cross  section  of  the 
one  is  306  square  feet,  and  the  other  only  136,  and  the 
moving  power  differs  in  the  ratio  of  100  to  ITl.  It  is 
ascertained  on  the  New  York,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania 
Canals,  that  freight  boats  travel  from  2i  to  3  miles  per 
hour,  and  having  relays  of  horses,  iiscially  travel  night 
and  day,  making  from  60  to  70  miles  in  24  hours.  For 
the  purposes  of  this  comparison  we  will  assume  45  miles 
as  the  average  in  24  hours;  the  cost  of  transportation 
we  estimate  at  3  cents  per  tun  per  mile,  (two  for  tolls 
anil  one  for  freight;)' each  transshipment  is  supposed 
equal  to  one  d;iy's  delay,  and  to  cost  12  cents  per 
ton. 

The  trade  of  the  lakes  at  Cleavelaml  will  have  to 
travel  701  miles  to  New  York,  or  623  to  Philadelphia, 
(182  by  the  proposed  canal  to  Pittsburg,)  or  523  miles 
to  W.ishingtoncity,  by  way  of  Pittsburg-. 

Applying  the  above  facts  and  principles,  the  result  is 
as  follows: 


Distance  tc 
Ohio  river. 


341 


Ij     Distance  to 
Cost   per       Cleveland  on 
Lake  Erie. 


22i 
10 
7i 


$50  24 
13  23 
10  23 


roi 

623 
523 


it  is  believed  cannot  be  controverted,  the  decided  supe- 
riority of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Can:«l,  in  reference 
to  climate,  distance,  structure,  and  cost  of  transportation, 
it  remains  for  the  committee  to  submit  some  facts  calcu- 
lated to  show  the  probable  amount  of  revenue  or  tolls 
receivable  after  the  canal  reaches  the  coal  mmes,  and 
after  it  is  completed  to  Pittsburg:  and,  in  this  respect, 
they  think  the  superiority  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  will  be  still  more  conspicuous. 

The  sources  of  revenue  relied  on  are, 
1st.    Coal — by    far     the     most    productive    source   of 

revenue   on  all  canals  where  found,  in  Europe  and 

America. 
2d.   Lumber — abounding  on  this  canal,  and  afTording 

one  of  the  principal  suurces  of  revenue  on  the  New 

York  Canal. 
3d.   Lime  of  the  best  quality,  and  at  the  cheapest  rates 

made  on  the  line  of  this  work. 
4th.   Iron  and   other  minerals,    and  marble,   found  in 

abundance,  and  of  superior  quality,  on  the  margin  of 

the  Canal. 


5th.  The  products  of  the  Potomac   Fisheries,  equal  to 

any  in  the  Union. 
6th.    Rentof  Water  Power — being  abundant  formlUIng 

and  manufacturing  purposes. 
Tth.  Agricultural  produce  from  the  Wtslein  and  other 
States,   and   parts  of  Virginia,     Pennsylvania,     and 
Maryland. 
8th.   Merchandise,  &c.  for  the  Western  States. 

And  first  of  Coal.  The  committee  lay  down  this  po- 
sition with  p.-rfect  confidence,  that  bituminous  coal  of 
superior  quality  can  be  delivered  on  tide  water  for  a  less 
sumby  this  Canal  thin  it  can  be  delivered  at  any  ot/ier 
port  on  tide  water  in  the  United  States.  If  this  be  true,  it 
follows  as  a  matter  of  coiu-se  that  there  will  be  no  limit 
And  it  will  be  observed  that  the  above  is  the  compara.  I  to  the  demand  for  exportation  but  the  capacity  of  the 
live  result  as  to  distance,  time  and  cost,  without  claim      Canal  to  deliver  it. 

ing  any  thing  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Can.al,  on  j  Let  the  truth  of  this  be  tested  by  adopting  the 
account  of  its  enlarged  dimensions  or  for  its  continued  i  prices  paid  for  mining,  tolls,  and  transportation  on 
navigation  for  one  or  two  months  in  the  year,  alter  the  Canals  now  in  operation  in  Pennsylvania  and  New 
New   Y.jrk  Cand  is   closed  by  ice:  nor  have  the  com-  j  York. 

mittee  added  any  thing  to  the  delay  or  expense  of  |  The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  will  penetrate  and 
transportation  on  the  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  '  pass  through  co.al  banks  from  ten  to  twenty  feet  in 
Canal,  on  account  of  three  transhipments  on  the  one  I  thickness  on  the  margin  of  the  Potomac  above  Cum- 
and  two  on  the  other,  which  will  certainly  more  than  berland,  from  which  the  coal  can  be  thrown  into  the 
counterbalance  any  supposed  advantage  that  can  pos-  coal  boats  with  a  shovel;  and  to  show  the  inexhausti- 
sibly  be  claimed  in  any  other  respect.  ble  supply  at  the  Savage  coal   mines,  the   Committee 

As  doubts  have  been  expressed  as  to  the  practica-  '  refer  to  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of  one  of 
bility  of  a  continuous  water  communication  by  the  [  the  Chief  Engineers,  N.  S.  Roberts,  Esq.  in  1829,  to 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  the  Committee  beg  leave  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  which  he  says,  "The  coal 
to  remark,  that  repeated  examinations  and  measure-  district,  thus  accommodated,  would  be  not  less  than 
ments,  made  during  the  driest  seasons  of  the  year  by  five  miles  wide,  covering  a  surface  of  more  than  two 
the  United  States  Engineers,  as  well  as  those  of  the  hundred  square  miles.  Over  at  least  one-fifth  of  this. 
Company,  have  uniformly  resulted  in  demonstr.;ting  that  I  it  is  believed,  the  thick  vein  of  coal  extends,  which 
the  supply  of  water  at  the  summit  level  is  abundant. —  |  measures,  where  it  is  now  opened,  at  least  ;hirteen  feet 
Mr.  Sullivan,  one  of  the  Board  of  Internal  Improve-  I  thick.  But  the  coal  mines  that  could  be  opened,  within 
ment,  affirms,  in  his  report,  that  the  "  supply  of  water  '  five  miles  of  Westernport  and  Savage,  would  yield  coal 
capable  of  being  brought  to  the  summit  level,  is  more  I  to  an  immense  amount.  As  each  square  mile  of  the 
than  treble  that  required,"  and  that  the  Canal  is  com-  j  great  vein  alone  would  yield  more  than  two  hundred 
petent  to  the  passage  of  tonnage  sufficient  to  realize  ,  millions  of  bushels  of  coal,  or  sixty  millions  of  tons,  and 
tolls,  at  the  usual  rates,  equal  to  5,500,000  dollars  per  ,  if  it  could  be  exported  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  tons 
annum,  or  30  per  cent  upon  its  estimated  cost:  and  I  per  day,  it  would  require  four  hundred  years  to  exhaust 
more  recent  surveys  have  also  demonstrated  that  the  ^  one  square  mile  of  the  great  coal  vein!  Iron  ore,  of 
principal  coal  vein  at  Savage,  and  other  points  where  !  excellent  quality,  is  said  to  abound  in  tliis  coal  district; 
opened,  is  within  48  feet  of  the  elevation  fixed  for  the  \  and  with  the  facilities  of  a  canal  transportation,  together 
tunnel;  and  from  the  indications  of  coal  on  both  sides  of  j  with  the  cheapness  of  bituminous  coal,  charcoal,  and 
the  ridge,  near  the  commencement  and  at  the  termina-  subsistence,  in  a  very  healthy  country,  would  be  an  in- 
tion  of  the  tunnel,  the  opinion  is  entertained  that  it  may  I  ducement  to  the  enterprising  of  our  citizens  to  extend 
pass  through  a  continuous  coal  vein  of  fifteen  or  Iwanty  [  the  manufacture  of  Iron  to  a  great  amount,  and  thereby 
feet  in  thickness;  if  so,  the  coal  would  more  than  com-  I  improve  and  give  great  value  to  the  water  power  that 
pensate  for  the  whole  expense  of  its  excavation.  might  easily  be  created  on  Savage  river  and  the  Poto- 

III  England  there  are  many  tunnels  nearly  as  exten-  mac,  for  all  the  manufacturing  and  mechanical  purpo- 
sive as  that  here  proposed,  and  some  exceeding  it,  viz:  ses  of  a  very  extensive  population." 
The  Bridgwater  canal  has  a  tunnel  of  4  mdes  in  extent;  It  is  a  we'll  known  fact,  that,  on  the  Monongihela 
Huddersfield3;  Derby  2;  EUsmere  2;  Gra..d  Junction  river,  coal  excavated  from  similar  mines,  is  now  deliv- 
2j  Herefore  and  Gloucester  2;  Kent  and  Avon  2,  &c.  ered  at  thirteen  steam  mills  and  f-ictories,  at  one  cent 
Havjng  thus  established,  by  a  statement  of  facts  which  per  bushel.  It  is  presumed  it  will  not  cost  more,  under 
Vol.   Xy.  20 
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similar  circumstances,  to  deliver  it  in  a  coal  boat  on 
the  Potomiic;  but  let  this  sum  be  doubled,  anH  say  that 
coal  in  boats  will  cost  two  cents,  2  cts.   per  b. 

i  oils. — The  tolls  charged  on  the  Penn- 
sylvania  canal  for  transpoitalion  of 

coal,  is  half  a  cent  a  ton  per  mile, 

which,  at  28  bushels  per  ton,  vvll  be 

nearly  4  cts.  per  b. 

j'leight — A  boat  carrying  1,680  busli- 

els,  travelling  two  miles  per  hour  or 

48  miles  in    24  hours,  (less  than  the 

usual  speed,)  will  reach   tide    in  4J 

days;  it   will  require,  say  two  men, 

§2,  a  boy  and  horse  75  cents  each, 

making  $3  50  per  day,  or  §15  75  for 

the  trip,  equal  to  nearly  1     do.     do. 

5t    is    presumed    that    the    returning 

freight  from  Washington    and    the 

Baltimore  rail  road  will  at  least  p.iy 

expenses,   but  suppose  theie  be  no 

return  loading,  chirge  as  above,  1     do.     do. 

Profits.— Add  for  profits  iJ32  per  load 

more  than  25  per  cent  on  the  whole 

capital  employed,  2     do.     do. 

Total  at  tide,  10  cts.  per  b. 

But  suppose  the  canal  to  terminate  at 
Cumberland  and  the  coal  to  be  car- 
ried Ti  miles  on  a  rail  road,  and  to 
cost  in  the  boats  4J  cents  instead  of 
2,  as  above  difference,  2i 

12icts.perb. 

The  committee  have  thus  adopted  the  most  liberal 
allowances,  more  than  they  believe  will  be  the  actual 
cost,  and  they^'ecl  confident  that  the  strictest  scrutiny 
into  all  the  elements  of  the  calculation  cannot  increase 
the  price  they  have  adopted. 

If  then  the  bituminous  coal  from  Cumberland  can 
be  delivered  at  tide,  for  this  sum,  of  course  it  can  be 
transported  coastwise  lo  all  our  Atlantic  ports  and 
towns  cheaper  than  it  can  be  obtained  from  any  other 
part  of  the  world;  and  if  so,  can  there  be  any  assigna- 
ble limit  to  the  demand? 

I.,et  us  see  whether  this  position  is  sustained  by  facts. 
The  cost  of  transporting  coal  from  Philadelphia  to 
Washington,  (as  a  regular  business  and  not  as  ballast,) 
:s  SI  50  per  ton,  or  5  cents  per  bushel;  to  Balti- 
more, coastwise  or  by  rail  road  from  Point  of 
Kiiclis,  4  cents  per  bushel:  to  Boston  §2  per 
ton,  or  7  cents  per  bushel,  and  it  may  be  carried  to 
Charleston,  or  the  most  distant  of  our  sea  ports  for  8 
cents  per  bushel,  which  is  more  than  is  received  by  im- 
porlers  from  Liverpool,  viz:  cost  at  Liverpool  ISJ,  duty 
•S  cents,  deduct,  also,  insurance,  commissions,  wharfage, 
&c.  and  it  leaves  less  than  8  cents  for  freight.  Apply 
hese  facts,  and  the  cost  of  Cumberland  coal  will  be  in 
'.jur  principal  cities  as  follows,  viz: 
;  1  Washington,  Alexandria,  and  Georgetown, 

(per  bushel)  12J  cts. 

Present  price  $7  per  ton,  or  25 

Saving,  12i 
-  Pi)*imore  it  will  be  16  cts,  viz: 

At  Washington,  12J 
Freight,     4 

~i 
Present  price  25 


ladelphia  it  will  cost  17^  cents,  viz 


Saving,  8J 


At  Washington    12i 
Freight  now  paid  5 


The  price  of  bituminous  coal  is  now  $7  per 
ton,  or  25 

Saving,  7J 
[At  Philadelphia,  Anthracite  is  $5  per  ton, 
or  17J  cents  per  bushel;  so  that  the  Cum- 
berland wi41  not  alTect  the  Anthracite,  but 
merely  supply  the  bituminous  coal,  requir- 
ed  for  many  uses  to  which  the  Anthracite  is 
inapplicable,  viz:  gas,  coke.  Smith's  shops, 
steam  purposes,  &c.] 
In  Boston  it  would  cost  19i  cents,  viz: 

In  Washington  City,  12J 
Freight,   7 

In 

Present  price  in  Boston  g9  per  ton,  or  (per 
bushel)  32 

Saving,  12i 
Thus  it  appears,  from  well  authenticated  facts,  col- 
lected with  great  pains,  that  Cumberland  coal  can  be 
delivered,  coastwise,  at  all  our  Atlantic  cities  and  town.s, 
cheaper  than  it  can  be  obtained  from  any  other  part  of 
the  United  States,  or  Europe;  and  of  course  the  capa- 
city of  the  canal  to  furnish  it  will  be  the  only  limit  lo  the 
supply  required. 

What,  then,  will  be  the  capacity  of  the  Canal,  and 
the  amount  of  tolls.'  It  is  stated  by  Sir  John  Sinclair, 
in  his  statistics  of  Scotland,  that  there  was  transported 
in  1824,  to  the  city  of  Glasgow,  (with  a  population  of 
147,043,)  on  the  Monkland  Canal  alone,  1,690,653  tons 
of  coal,  equal  to  47,338,284  bushels,  which,  at  the  rate 
of  half  a  cent  a  ton  a  mile  from  Cumberland  to  Wash- 
ington City,  would  nmount  to  §1,893,529,  equal  to  30 
per  cent,  upon  g6,000,000,  the  whole  estimated  cost  of 
the  Canal  to  the  coal  mines  at  Cumberland.  The  di- 
mensions of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  are  greatly 
superior  to  those  of  the  Monkland  Canal.  The  tonnage 
on  the  Schuylkill  (Janal,  engaged  principally  in  the 
transportation  of  coal,  was  equivalent  to  12,483,672 
bushels;  and  the  coal  actually  consumed  in  Philadelphia, 
in  1833,  (independent  of  the  amount  exported  from 
thence)  amounted  to  11,565,000  bushels.  This  amount 
alone,  if  transported  on  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  would  have  yielded  at  a  half  cent  a  ton  per 
mile,  462,600,  nearly  8  per  cent,  on  its  entire  cost. — 
And  it  is  ascertained  that  the  City  of  Pittsburg,  with  a 
population,  at  the  last  census,  of  12,568  souls,  consum- 
ed, in  1833,  7,665,300  bushels  of  coal,  much  of  it  in  her 
numerous  manufacturing  establishments.  The  popula- 
tion to  be  immediatei'y  supplied  with  Cumberland  coal, 
is  as  follows: 

The  District  of  Columbia,  40,000 

The  City  of  Baltimore,  80,620 

The  counties  and  towns  in  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land, bordering  on  the  Potomac  and  Chesa- 
peake Bay — population.  557,650 

Aggregate,  678,270 
Suppose  the  whole  of  this  population,  together  with 
the  amount  exported  toother  places,  shall  not  amount 
to  more  than  thrice  the  quantity  consumed  in  the  city 
of  Pittsburg,  whose  population  is  not  one-third  of  that 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  alone,{scarceIy  two-thirds  of 
that  of  the  city  of  Washington;  and  the  tolls  at  half  a 
gent  a  ton  per  mile  would  amount,  on  this  limited  quan- 
tity, to  919,336  dollars,  equal  to  15  per  cent,  on 
6,000,000  dolUrs,  the  entire  cost  of  the  canal  to  Cum- 
berland. These  calculations  may  seem  extravagant, 
but  the  facts  on  which  they  are  founded  are  well  estab- 
lished; besides  the  fact  Is  notorious,  that  the  tolls  on 
some  of  the  coal  canals  in  England,  amount  to  40  per 
cent  upon  the  capital,  and  shares  of  stock  of  £100  are 
selling  in  the  market  for  £725.  The  Mersey  and  Irwell 
Canal  is  an  instance  of  this  kind.  Coal  is,  however, 
but  a  single  item:  superadd  to  this  the  various  other 
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•ources  of  revenue  relied  on,  lime,  iron,  lumber,  marble, 
merchandise,  SJc.  and  wlio  can  for  a  moment  doubt  that 
this  Canal,  when  it  reaches  the  coal  mines,  will  yield  an 
ample  revenue  on  the  capital  invested?  And  can  the 
United  States  and  the  States  immediately  interested, 
hesitate  to  extend,  at  once,  the  aid  necessary  to  secure 
the  speedy  extension  of  the  Canal,  now  two-thirds  com- 
pleted, to  the  coal  mines?  And  the  more  especially 
when  it  is  recollected  that  they  have  already  invested 
more  than  two  millions  of  dollars  in  this  work,  which, 
with  three  or  four  millions  expended  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Oliio  rail  road,  must  remain,  in  a  great  measure, 
unproductive,  until  the  Canal  is  carried  at  least  to  Cum- 
berland. 

But  these  considerations  (merely  pecuniary^  dwindle 
to  a  point,  when  compared  with  the  higher  and  nobler 
objects  of  uniting  and  binding  together  by  the  ties  of 
interest  and  intercourse,  the  great  geographical  diii- 
sions  of  our  country;  of  connecting,  by  the  nearest  and 
best  communicatiun  that  can  be  devised,  the  meliopo- 
lis  of  Maryland  and  the  seat  ol  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, with  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi  and  the 
Lakes,  thereby  attracting  a  portion  of  their  rich  and 
abundant  commerce  in  this  direction,  and  at  the  same 
time  opening  and  rendering  productive  the  richest  ' 
mines  of  coal  and  iron  in  America,  now  buried  and  use-  1 
less  in  the  bowels  of  the  Alleghenies.  These  objects 
alone  are  worth  the  whole  sum  required,  even  if  the  i 
investment  should  never  yield  one  dollar  of  revenue. — 
When  the  canal  reaches  the  Coalmines  its  completion 
to  Pittsburg  is  secure — its  practical  results,  the  benefits 
and  blessings  it  will  every  where  diffuse,  will  com- 
mend it  to  the  favor  of  all;  but  independent  of  this  the 
high  price  of  the  stock  in  the  market,  (at  least  equal  to 
that  of  the  Schuylkill  canal,  now  more  than  lOU  per 
cent  above  par,)  would  at  once  secure  the  subscription 
by  States  and  individuals,  independent  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  balance  of  the  stock  necessary  for  its  en- 
tire completion.  If  the  means  were  now  afforded  to 
extend  tlie  work  to  Cumberland,  it  is  confidently  as- 
serted by  practical  engineers  that  the  work  could  be 
completed  in  18  months. 

Having  shown,  as  they  trust  satisfactorily,  that  coal 
alone  will  yield  an  ample  revenue,  the  Committee  will 
notice  briefly  the  other  souices  of  revenue  referred  to 
above:  The  second  of  which  is 

2.  Lumber — By  referring  to  the  various  reports  de- 
scriptive of  the  country  ajid  its  resources,  through 
which  the  canal  passes,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  finest 
forests  of  timber  in  the  world  are  found  skirting  the 
Canal  for  more  than  100  miles  of  its  extent,  especially 
on  the  Virginia  shore,  where  water  power  is  found  in 
abimdanceon  the  spot  to  convert  it  into  lumber.  In 
1826  there  were  150,226  tons  of  lumber  transported  on 


the  New  York  Canal,  which  if  carried  125  miles  on  the 


would  yield  %\i7,79,0  per  annum,  equal  to   three  per 
cent  on  the  capital. 

3.  Lime. — Lime  stone  and  coal  are  found  together  in  j 
vast  quantities  on  this  canal,  under  similar  circumstan-  I 
ces.  Lime  is  made  and  sold  at  the  kiln  in  the  West  j 
for  4  cents  per  bushel:  double  this,  and  say  it  cost  8  I 
cents,  and  6  cents  for  transportation,  the  same  as  coal,  i 
and  it  can  be  delivered  in  Washngton  city  for  14cents  I 
per  bushel.  At  this  price  it  would  not  only  supply  all 
the  common  uses  of  lime,  but  constitute  the  cheapest 
and  best  manure  to  fertilize  and  res'ore  to  the  highest 
state  of  productiveness  the  now  barren  and  impoverish- 
ed lands  on  the  Potomac  and  Chesapeake,  both  in  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  and  of  course  would  become  a 
source  of  immense  revenue  on  the  Canal,  second  per- 
haps only  to  coal.  The  amou;i/ of  tolls  on  thisarticle 
we  will  not  attempt  to  estimate. 

4.  Iron,  Marble,  and  other  Minerals  of  the  Meghenies. 
The  fact  that  Iron  ore  is  found  in  the  greatest  profusion. 


and  of  the  best  quality  in  the  coal  region,  is  well  ascer- 
tained, and  that  marble  of  superior  quality  abounds  on 
the  line  of  the  canal  is  equally  certain.  1  he  beautiful 
marble  composing  the  columns  of  the  Capital  was  quar- 
ried out  of  the  bed  of  the  Canal,  about  42  miles  (rom 
the  city.  1  he  tolls  on  these  articles  the  committee 
will  not  undertake  to  compute,  but  it  is  obvious  that 
they  would  be  very  considerable. 

5.  The  Fisheries- — The  revenue  which  may  accrue 
from  the  fisheries  cannot  be  computed  with  any  kind  of 
certainty;  but  when  the  facility  and  cheapness  with 
which  they  can  be  transported,  and  the  low  rale  at 
which  they  can  be  suppl.ed  at  the  Potomac  Fisheries, 
no.  doubt  it  would  be  considerable.  The  price  of  her- 
ring is  said  to  be  25  cents  per  1000,  and  shad  $1  50 
per  100,  and  the  quantity  is  so  great  that  fish  is  a  com- 
mon manure  to  enrich  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
fisheries  on  the  Potomac.  Fish  could  be  profitably 
carried  to  Cumberl  iiid  as  back  loading  in  canal  boats 
for  25  cents  per  barrel  to  Cumberland,  which  is  double 
the  amount  paid  for  Coal,  the  weight  being  only  equal 
to  2i  bushels  of  coal,  the  freight  and  tolls  of  which  are 
estimated  at  5  cents  per  bushel. 

6.  Water  Power  v,  ill  be  equal  to  almost  any  demand, 
and  its  productiveness  must  depend  upon  the  number 
of  manufacturing  establishments  which  the  very  reduc- 
ed price  at  which  fuel,  the  raw  mateii:Us,  and  the  sub- 
sistence of  labor  c.in  be  supplied  by  the  canal,  will 
bring  into  existence  along  its  line,  and  at  its  termina- 
tion. 

7.  The  productions  of  .Sgriculture.  And  8th.  The 
transportation  of  Merchandise,  passengers,  6?c. — The 
Committee  will  not  extend  their  report  (which  they  are 
anxious  to  make  as  brief  as  possible)  by  going  into  a  de- 
tail of  the  infinite  variety  of  facts,  calculated  to  show 
the  prolific  nature  of  these  very  fruitful  sources  of  re- 
venue. It  is  well  known  that  tliey  alone  contribute 
most  of  the  tolls  received  on  the  New  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  Ohio  Canals,  deriviner,  as  they  do,  very  little 
from  coal  and  other  n.ir.erals  abounding  on  this;  be- 
sides, when  we  advert  to  the  other  advantages  enjoyed- 
by  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  in  reference  to  dis- 
tance, dimensions,  climate,  and  con^inuiVir  of  canal  trans- 
portation, no  one  can  doubt  that  it  will  enjoy  a  liberal 
share  of  the  commerce  and  trade  of  the  western  states, 
whose  population,  judging  from  the  past,  will  soon  ex 
ceed  that  of  the  F.asi ;  but,  even  if  this  canal  were  in  all 
respects  inferior  to  those  of  New  York,  Ohio,  and 
Pennsylvania,  their  absolute  inadequacy  to  give  vent  to 
the  increasing  trade  and  commerce  of  the  West,  result- 
ing from  its  growth  in  wealth  and  population,  would 
force  upon  this  work  tonnage  equal,  in  time  to  its  ut- 
most capacity. 

Such  are  the  bright  prospects  to  which  the  patriotic 
and  enlightened  contributors  to  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal  may  confidently  look  forward,  if  the  means 
of  its  completion  are  afforded — and  the  Committee  ap- 
peal to  every  candid  man  to  say,  whether  the  facts  stat- 
ed have  not  fully  sustained  the  declaration  with  which 
they  set  out,  that  this  canal  will  afford  a  more  profita- 
ble investment  of  fund.s  than  any  similar  work  in  our 
country — justifying  an  appeal  even  to  private  capital, 
looking  alone  to  profit,  to  seek  the  Chesapeake  and 
Ohio  Canal,  as  affording  a  more  safe  and  productive  in- 
vestment of  funds  than  any  other  now  open  to  them  in 
the  United  States. 

Coal  Canals  have  been  invariably  profitable  in  all 
countries,  often  exceeding  in  tolls  the  most  sanguine 
anticipations  of  the  friends  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal.  In  Great  Britain,  the  profits  on  Coal  Canals 
have  varied  from  10  to  170  per  cent,  per  annum, 
as  appears  by  the  following  list,  taken  from  a 
London  price  current  of  Canal  stocks,    of  October, 
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Coventry, 
Eiew  ash, 
Torih  and  Clyde, 
Loughborough, 
Neath, 
Oxford, 


Share.  Selling  Price-  Div'd. 

£100  1070            44 

100  1000            58 

100  470             20 

100  3500  170 

100  410             25 

100  730             32 


Stratford  &  Worcestershire,  140  700  40 

Stroudwater,  145  995  22 

Trent  and  Mersey,  100  1710  75 

Grand  Junction,  100  245  10 

Leeds  and  Liverpool,  100  365  12 

beside  many  other  mostly  employed  in  tlie  transporta- 
tion of  Coal,  some  of  them  130  miles  long^,  and  having 
one-ihird  more  lockage  than  occurs  in  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  between  tide  water  and  Cumber- 
land. 

And  even  in  this  country  they  have  been  already  at- 
tended with  similar  results.  1  he  Schuylkill  Canal,  in 
1825,  when  it  reached  the  coal  regions,  afler  encoun- 
tering the  greatest  difficulties  and  discouragement,  its 
tonnage  amounted  to  only  5,306  tons — yet,  after  the 
mines  were  opened,  and  rail  roads  constructed  to  trans- 
port the  coal  to  the  Canal,  the  tonnage  increased  in  a 
few  years  to  445,849  tons,  and  the  ;olls  to  328,481  dol- 
lars, besides  16,673  dollars  for  water  power,  making 
345,154  dollars;  equal  to  12  per  cent  on  its  original 
cost;  and  the  slock  rose  from  the  lowest  depression  to 
160  per  cent  above  par,  viz:  130  dollars  for  shares  of 
50  dollars.  The  New  York  Canal,  in  1833,  after  very 
large  reductions  on  its  tolls,  yieldtd  1,422,695  dollars 
of  revenue,  equal  to  15  per  cent  on  9,500,000  dollars, 
its  original  cost.  In  1825  the  Canal  Commissioners  re- 
ported that,  according  to  an  estimate  made,  the  tolls 
would  pay  the  whole  cost  of  the  Canal  in  1836;  that  the 
tolls  would  then  amount  to  one  million  of  dollars  per 
annum,  that  in  1846  they  would  amount  to  2,000,000 
dollars.and  in  1856  to  4,000,000  dollars:  and  that  ifful- 
ly  employed,  they  might  reach  9,031,000  dollars  a  year, 
and  thus  far  this  calculation  has  been  more  than  reali- 
zed. The  debt  is  already  discharged,  and  although 
the  tolls  have  been  reduced  nearly  one-third,  they 
amounted,  in  1833,  to  nearly  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars. 

Thus  has  New  York,  by  a  wise  policy  not  only  made 
herself  "  the  empire  state,"  by  increasing  her  popula- 
tion and  her  power,  and  adding  countless  millions  to 
the  wealth  of  her  people  and  her  metropolis,  but  she 
has  superadded  lo  all  this  an  annual  revenue  derived 
from  her  Canal,  free  from  all  charges,  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge all  the  ordinary  expenses  of  her  state  govern- 
ment, without  levying  one  cent  of  tax  upon  her  peo- 
ple. And  why  .shall  Maryland  and  Virginia  hesitate  to 
realize  similar  fdvantages  by  the  completion  of  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  proved  by  the  clearest 
testimony  to  be  decidedly  superior,  being  a  much 
shorter,  more  direct,  and  central  communication  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  West,  and  possessing  in  the 
Coal  trade,  an  inexhaustible  source  of  profit  in 
addition  to  all  those  enjoyed  on  the  New  York 
Canal. 

Were  this  work  to  be  now  commenced  for  the  first 
time,  there  ought  to  be  no  hesitation:  And,  surely, 
after  it  has  been  constructed  in  the  most  splendid  and 
durable  manner,  surpassing  any  similar  work  in  the 
world  for  mt.re  than  100  miles  on  its  way  to  the  West, 
shall  it  be  suffered  to  stop  or  languish  on  its  journey ' 
Will  its  early  patron,  the  United  States,  whose  seat  of 
Government  it  connects  with  the  valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  the  Lakes,  constituting  an  enduring  bond  of 
naiional  union,  promoting  alike  the  national  defence  in 
war  and  prosperity  in  peace — will  she,  with  her  ample 
means,  suffer  this  noble  enterprise  to  be  arrested  in  its 
progress  for  want  of  that  aid  which  she  can  so  easily 
afford,  without  creating  one  cent  of  taxation,  or  one 
dollar  of  debt,  and  the  more  especially,  we  ask,  can 
this  aid  be  justly  withheld,  when  it  is  recollected  that 


the  subscription  of  a  million  of  dollars  by  the  United 
States,  at  the  commencement  of  the  work,  was  made 
with  an  express  understanding,  as  appears  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  that  the  United  States  were  to 
contr  bute  "  a  moiety  of  its  entire  cost."  1  hree  milhons 
have  been  subscribed  w  ith  this  understanding,  and  after 
individuals  and  corporations  have  been  thus  induced  to 
centribute  their  priiate  means  to  aid  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  a  great  national  enterprise,  will  it  not  be  a  vio- 
lation of  every  principle  of  good  faith  and  common 
honesty  to  withhold  further  aid,  and  thus  defeat  the 
work,  and  ruin  the  individuals  and  corporations  induc- 
ed, in  this  way,  to  embark  their  means  with  the  Go- 
vernment in  a  great  national  undertaking?  These  con- 
sidei-atijins  belong  to  the  subject,  and  cannot  be  over- 
looked or  disregarded  by  an  enhghtened  and  just  Go- 
vernment. Let  the  Governmer.t,  then,  influenced  by 
a  liberal  and  wise  policy,  fulfil  its  engagement,  (implied 
if  not  express,)  to  contribute  a  sum  equal  to  all  others, 
and  the  means  will  be  at  once  afforded  to  complete  the 
work  to  Cumberland. 

All   which   is   respectfully  submitted.     In  behalf  of 
the  Committee, 

A.  STEWART,  Chairman. 


NoBRisTowK,  Pa.  Feb.  11. 
Mock  Sen. — A  beautiful  phenomenon  of  this  kind 
appeared  in  the  eastei-n  horizon,  on  Sunday  morning 
last,  conveying  all  the  appearance  of  two  distinct  sun« 
at  a  little  distance  from  each  other.  An  easy  and  per- 
ceptible difference  distinguished  them  however, — the 
Sun  being  considerably  brighter  than  the  mock  or  ap- 
parent sun  which  was  of  a  more  reddish  cast. 


The  Weatmsb,  for  several  days  past,  has  been  ex- 
cessively cold.  Yesterday  morning,  we  are  told,  it 
was  eight  ttegrees  below  zero,  and  this  morning  thir- 
teen. We  have  not,  ourselves,  looked  at  a  thermome- 
ter, but  are  satisfied  that  the  weather,  during  the  last 
three  days,  has  been  colder  than  for  many  years  pre- 
vious. The  rivers  are  fast  closed  with  ice,  but  there  is 
now  (Monday,  11  o'clock,  A.  M.)  a  bright  sun,  and  a 
prospect  of  mild  weather.  Steamboat  navigation  will 
probably  again  open  about  the  20th  or  2Sd  instant — 
Pitts-  Gaz.,  Feb.  9. 

The  Weatheh. — We  have  had  another  spell  of  cold 
weathei  during  the  wetk.  On  Sunday,  Feb.  8th,  at  5 
A.  M.  the  thermometer  stood  at  6  degrees  below  0 — 
and  on  Monday  morning  at  the  same  hour  at  4  degrees 
below  0. — Snow  fell  on  Saturday  last,  to  the  depth  of 
abo\it  three  inches. — Minern'  Journal,  Feb.  14. 


LYCOMING  COAL  COMPANY. 

Extract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  of  Pennsylaania, 

Volume  2,  page  49 . 
Abstract  of  the  account  of  the  Lycoming  Coal  Com- 
pany to  October  31st,  1834. 

Amount  of  Capital  stock  paid  into  the 

funds  of  the  Company,  J160,500  00 

Amount  received  from  sales  of  Coal,  &c.  7,948  9,*? 

§168,448  93 

Amount  expended  for  land, 

buildlns  rail  road.  Sec.      §167,946  26 

Cash  on  hand  this  day,  Oc- 
tober 31,  502  67 

§168,448  93 


Signed, 

CHARLES  RUSSEL  LOWELL, 
Treas.  and  Clerk  of  the  Lycoming  Coal  Co. 
Nov.  20th,  1834. 
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Total  of  male  Paupers  admitted  during  1834,            .                    .            2,337 
Do.       F<:male             do                     do                                 .                        1,234 

3,571 
There  remained  in  the  house  on  the  31st  ult.— 

Males,  adults,        .            .           770 
Females     "                    •                 533 
Children  of  both  sexes,                   79 

1,382  persons. 

Males, 
Females, 

Total, 

1 

H 

5 

I 

R 
R 

T' 

\ 

Of  the  Paupers  from  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia.  75  percent,  are  Negroes,  and  of 
the  entire  number  admitted  dur'mg  1834,  about  12  percent,  were  coloured  persons. 
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Of  the  foreign  paupers  there  were,  from  the  British  dominions  alone. 
Males,                      1,150 
Females,                  437 

1,587:  wilhin  89  of  the  entire  number  of  American  Paupers. 
Of  the  entire  population  of  the  Almshouse  and  Hospital,  about  6  per  cent,  are  children, 
and  of  the  residue,  75  per  cent,  have  been  reduced  to  pauperism  by  imtempeiance. 

On  the  14th  of  this  month,  the  population  had  increased  to  1,548  persons  in  the  Hospi- 
tal and  Almshouse. 

1  he  children  in  the  Asylum  are  not  included  in  the  above  account.     There  are  about 
125  childien  in  that  department,  making  the  entire  population  of  the  Institution  on  the 
4th  in.t.  1,673  persons.                                                   SAMUEL  H-  FlSHEll,  Agent. 
By  order  of  ths  Board. 

GEORGE  W.  JONES,  President. 
January  lOih,  1835. 

TO  1  AL  AMERICAN  PAUPERS. 

Male,  born  in  Philadelphia,                            .                          .                         512 
Uo.       do     Pennsylvania,             .                         .                         .149 

Oihcr  states  of  the  Union,                             .                          .                          322 

Female,  born  in  Philadelphia,         .                         ■                          .             371 
Do.        do       Pennsylvania,                        .                          .                           93 

Olher  states  of  the  Union,                 .                          .                          .229 

Males,     983,                Females,         693,                                            1,676 

.         (0« 

f 

M         0(0 

if 

■o 

SS! 

11 

00 

^^ 

g 

g§ 

- 

o  — 

I 

1 

^ 

- 

It 

- 

O  ■-' 

E. 

o, 

North 
Carolina. 

. 

0..0 

^ 

South 
Carolina. 

4 

1 

t3 

OOi 

n 

*- 

S     5-q 

2?i 

(OJO 

7 

CT. 

.0^ 

if 

-  *• 

1= 

-I 

o  w 

1 

i 

II 

1 

n 

i 

1 

%l 

H 

158 


EDUCATION  SYSl'EM. 


From  Miners'  Journal. 
COAL  TRADE. 

Consumption  of  Coal  in  the  city  of  New  York— It  ap. 
pears  by  the  leport  of  the  city  Inspector  that  the 
amcvint  of  Anthracite  Coal  consumed  in  the  cily  of 
New  York,  for  the  year  1833,  amounted  to 

53,882  tons. 
Virginia  coal  12.808 

Foreign  coal,  about  30,000 

Mnthracile  Coal  Trade  of  the  United  States .—Qu&nt\ty 
of  Coal  sent  to  market  from  the  different  regions  in  the 
following  years. 

Quantity  sent  Annual 

to  market.  Increase. 

1820  365  tons. 

1821  1,073  608 

1822  2,440  1,167 

1823  5,823  3,583 

1824  9,541  3,718 

1825  33,393  23,852 

1826  48,047  14,654 

1827  61,665  13,618 

1828  77,395  15,730 

1829  105,083  27,688 

1830  181,000  75,917 
l'831                           177,000                        decrease. 

1832  379,000  202,000 

1833  488000  119,000 

1834  374,186  decrease. 

Foreign  Coal  imported  into  the  United  States- — Annual 
quantity  of  Coal  imported  into  the  United  States,  in  the 
following  years,  ending  on  the  30th  of  September: 

Tons  of 
Bushels.  28  bushels. 

1821—22  627,737  equal  to         22,122 

1822—23  970,828  34,523 

1823—24  854,983  30,433 

1824—25  764,815  27,228 

1825—26  722,225  25,645 

1826—27  970,021  34,605 

1827—28  1,127,388  *     40,257 

1828—29  906,200  32,302 

1829—30  1,272,970  45,293 

1830—31  1,640,295  58,136 

1S31— 32  1,022,245  36,509 

1832—33  2,358,037  84,144 

1833—34  1,626,185  58,078 


Importation  of  Foreign  Coal- — It  will  be  observed  by 
table  in  this  week's  paper,  that  the  importation  of 
Foreign  Coal  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30th,  1834, 
though  less  than  the  year  previous,  amounted  to 
1,626,185  bushels,  being  equal  to  58,078  tons,  not- 
withstanding the  low  price  at  which  Anthracite  Coal 
sold  throughout  the  whole  year  1834.  The  value  of 
58,078  tons  of  Coal  at  $6  per  ton,  would  be  three  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
eight  dollars^  which  amount  of  money  is  sent  out  of  the 
country  for  an  article  of  which  we  possess  an  abundance 
of  a  better  quality,  and  with  which  our  markets  are 
now  well  supplied.  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
from  whence  this  coal  is  derived,  has  imposed  a  pro- 
hibitory duly  oC seven  dollars  per  chaldron  on  all  foreign 
coal,  to  protect  her  own  trade.  But  attempts  are  now 
being  made  to  induce  the  United  States  Government 
to  lower  the  duty  on  all  foreign  coal — thus  encouraging 
the  trade  of  other  countries,  and  depressing  our  own. 
When  will  the  eyes  of  our  statesmen  be  opened  upon 
this  subject? — lb. 

Foreign  Coal- — Price  of  Liverpool  Coal  in  the  New 
York  market,  on  the  first  of  Deeember,  from  the  year 


paid 


;,  to  the  year 

1833,  together  with  the  rates 

of  duty 

. 

Per  chaldron. 

Duty. 

1815 

$23  00 

$3   60 

1816 

14  00 

1  80 

1817 

U  00 

do 

1818 

11  00 

do 

1819 

11  00 

do 

1820 

do 

1821 

14  00 

do 

1822 

do 

1823 

12  75 

do 

1824 

15  00 

$2   16 

1825 

14  00 

do 

1826 

10  00 

do 

1827 

13  00 

do 

1828 

13  00 

do 

1829 

12  00 

do 

1830 

8  00 

do 

1831 

13  00 

do 

1832 

13  50 

do 

1833 

14  00 

do 

1834 

11  00 

do 

The  average  price  of  Anthracite  coal  in  New  York 
market,  is  about  $7  50  per  ton— one  ton  of  Anthracite 
being  equal  to  one  chaldron  of  Bituminous  Coal. 

The  price  of  Liverpool  Coal,  as  appears  from  the 
above,  is  gll  per  chaldron.  The  difference  in  price, 
therefore,  is  g3  50,  which  .sum  on  53,000  tons,  the  an- 
nual consumption  of  Anthracite,  amounts  to  a  saving  to 
the  citizens  of  New  York,  of  no  less  than  §186,500.— 
If  to  this  amount  be  added  the  aggregate  of  foreign 
coal  consumed,  say  30,000  tons,  the  saving  would  be 
increased  to  upwards  of  §200,000.  Notwithstanding 
these  facts,  a  member  from  New  York,  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  (Mr.  Ferris)  has  seen  fit  to  offer  a  res- 
olution directing  the  commitlee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  duty  on 
!  foreign  coal.  The  resolutiun  has  been  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table,  and  we  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
probability  of  its  passage.  Among  other  statements 
1  displaying  extensive  information  on  the  subject,  made 
I  by  this  gentleman  in  his  accompanying  remarks,  he 
I  says — "  from  the  best  information  he  had  been  able  to 
obtain  Anthracite  Coal  might  be  sold  in  New  York  at 
$5  per  ton,  and  yield  a  fair  prnjit.'"  No  comment  is 
necessary  upon  such  an  assertion. — lb. 


EDUCATION   SYSTEM. 
The  following  School  Bill  has  been  introduced  to  the 
Legislature  of  this  State. 

House  of  Representatives  File.   Mr.  Pollock — Select  Com- 
mittee.— Order,  Friday,  February  27.     Head  Februa- 
ry 25,  1835. 
ScrpLEMF.NT  to  an  act,   entitled  "  An  Act,   to  establish 
a  general  system  of  Education,by  Common  Schools." 
Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  taxable  inhabitants 
of  every  School-bound,  in  every  School    district  in  this 
Commonwealth,  which  has  been  laid  off  in   pursuance 
of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment, or  which  shall   be  laid   off  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  constitute  a  community  or 
society  for  the  purposes  of  general  elementary  educa- 
tion— each  taxable  inhabitant  being  an  equal  member 
thereof. 

Section  2.  The  slated  meetings  of  said  societies, 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Mondays  of  May  and  Novem- 
ber, in  each  year,  of  which  due  notice  shall  be  given, 
in  such  manner  as  the  societies  shall  direct. 

Section  3.  A  majority  of  the  taxable  inhabitants,  in 
any  School-bound,  convened  on  fair  and  general  notice, 
shall  constitute  a  lawful  meeting  for  the  transaction  of 
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ordinary  School  business— and  the  lawful  acts  of  a  ma- 
jority of  said  meetings,  shall  be  valid  and  binding  on 
the  whole  society. 

Section  4.  At  the  first  stated  meeting  of  each  Socie- 
ty, they  shall  choose  three  Scliool  Committee  men, one 
of  whom  shall  be  the  President, an  1  one  ihe  Secretary. 
and  one  the  Treasurer  of  said  So:iety,  for  the  term  of 
one  year.  The  President  shall  preside  in  the  meeiings 
of  ihe  Society,  call  extra  meetings,  anil  visit  and  in- 
spect the  Schools.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  a  book, 
in  which  he  shall  record  all  proceedmgs  and  regula- 
tions of  the  Society.  He  shall  keep  a  roll,  or  list  of 
the  names  of  the  members,  which  shall  be  called  over 
at  each  meeting,  noting  on  the  minutes  those  who  are 
present.  He  shall  make  out,  and,  in  conjunction  with 
the  President,  sliall  attest  the  annual  returns  of  the  So- 
ciety. The  Treasurer  shall  receive,  collect,  and  pay 
over,  to  the  order  of  the  President  and  Secretary,  or 
to  his  successor,  all  the  moneys  of  the  Society.  He 
shall  keep  regular  and  true  accounts  of  all  receipts  and 
expenditures  for  School  purposes,  which  shall  be  open 
to  the  inspection  of  the  Society,  or  any  of  its  members. 
Section  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee men,  to  examine  and  employ  teachers — super- 
intend the  School,  and  annually,  on  or  before  the  first 
Monday  of  November,  mike  report  to  the  County 
School  Board,  according  to  forms  to  be  furnished 
to  them  for  that  purpose. 

Section  6.  Whensoever  any  School  society  shall  have 
been  thus  formed  and  organized,  they  shall  report  the 
fact  to  the  county  School  Board,  with  a  list  of  their 
members,and  tlie  names  and  ofRcersof  their  committee 
men.  Tbey  shall  have  power,  at  any  semi-annual 
meeting,  to  determine  when,  in  what  manner,  a'ld  by 
what  means,  they  will  erect,  purchase,  or  rent  a  Schnol 
house,  and  provide  the  means  to  di;fr.ay  the  expenses 
thereof.  They  shall  also  determine  how  much  money 
shall  be  raised  and  expended  for  School  purposes,  du- 
ring the  ensuing  six  months,  and  shall  have  power  to 
raise  that  amount  by  voluntary  contribution:  the  assess- 
ment and  collection  of  a  lax  proportioned  to  their  re- 
spective state  or  county  tax,  or  by  a  poll  tax,  of  a  given 
sum,  on  each  taxable  inhabitant,  or  partly  by  each  or 
either  mode,  as  to  a  majority  of  said  meeting  shall  ap- 
pear most  equit.able  and  convenient. 

Section  7.  Whensoever  the  school  committee  men, 
of  any  school  society,  shall  have  made  the  retirns  re- 
quired by  this  act,  and  shall  make  it  appear  to  the  s.a- 
tisfaction  of  the  county  School  Board,  that  they  have 
expended  for  School  purposes.within  tlje  current  year, 
a  sum  equal  to  three  times  the  amount  of  their  quota  of 
the  School  fund  of  the  commonwealth,  for  said  year, 
tnd  that  the  School  has  been  kept  open,  and  equally 
free,  for  the  instruction  of  all  within  itsbounds.desiring 
to  be  taught,  they  shall  receive  a  check  on  the  county 
treasurer,  for  the  amount  of  said  quota,  and  all  arrear- 
ages of  former  quotas  to  that  date,  and  all  moneys  re- 
ceived by  them,  by  virtue  of  this  section,  shall  be  ex- 
pended by  them  in  payment  of  tuition  only. 

Section  8-  The  county  commissioners  of  each  county, 
shall  constitute  a  counyt  School  Board.  It  shall  be  their 
duty  to  apportion  to  each  township,  borough  or  ward 
therein,  in  proportion  to  the  taxable  inhabitants  there- 
of, their  respective  quotas,  of  the  School  fund  of  the 
commonwealth,  and  t'le  said  quota  shall  be  equally  di- 
vided amongst  the  School  societies,  of  such  township, 
borough  or  ward.  They  shall  draw  their  warrants  on 
the  county  treasurer,  for  the  amounts  payable  to  each 
School  society,  from  time  to  time,  as  said  societies  may 
comply  with  the  conditions  hereinbefore  mentioned. — 
They  shall  keep  a  book,  in  which  they  shall  register 
every  School  society  in  the  county,  formed  and  organ- 
ised as  herein  directed,  designating  them  by  the  name 
of  the  township,  borough  or  ward,  and  the  numbers, 
one,  two,  three,  &c.  They  shall  open,  and  keep  a  true 
account  of  all  moneys  due,   and  becoming  due,  from 


time  to  time,  to  each  School  society,  and  charge  them 
with  the  amount  of  all  warrants  drawn  in  their  favor. 

They  shall  make  out,  and  transmit  to  the  general  su- 
perintendent of  Schools,  annnally,  on  or  before  the 
third  Monday  in  November,  a  complete  return, agreea- 
bly to  furms  to  be  furnished  them  by  said  superinten- 
dent, of  the  condition  of  the  several  School  societies  in 
their  county — the  moneys  raised,and  expended  by  them 
for  School  purposes,  and  the  amount  of  warrants  drawn 
in  their  f.ivor. 

Section  9.  The  treasurer  of  each  county,  shall  annu- 
ally, on  or  before  the  3d  Monday  of  November,  make  a 
true  account  for  the  amount  of  the  warrants  drawn  on 
him,  by  the  county  School  Board,  which  beinj  exam- 
ined and  compared  with  the  accounts  kept  by  said 
Board,  and  certified  to  be  a  just  and  true  account,  by 
the  prolhonotary  of  the  proper  county,  under  the  seal 
of  the  court,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  general  super- 
intendent of  Schools,  who  shall  draw  li'is  warrant  im 
the  slate  treasurer,  in  favor  of  said  county  treasurer  for 
the  amount. 

Section  10.  The  General  Superintendent  of  Pubhc 
Schools,  is  hereby  authorized,  and  required,  to  open 
an  account  with  each,  and  every  county  in  this  Com- 
monwealth, in  which  their  proportion  of  the  School 
fund,  authorized  by  law,  to  be  distributed,  shall  annu- 
ally, be  passed  to  their  credit,  respectively,  and  in 
which  the  amount  of  his  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer, 
in  their  favor,  shall  be  charged  to  account — and  no 
transfer  of  the  amount  standing  to  the  credit,  of  any 
county,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall,  at  any  time,  or  for 
any  purpose,  whatever,  be  made  to  tlie  credit  of  any 
other  county  or  counties, but  shall  be,  and  remain  in  the 
treasury,  as  a  fund  set  apart,  exclusively  for  the  pur- 
poses of  general  elementary  education,  and  accumula. 
ting  for  Its  benefit,  until  the  said  county  shall  think  pro- 
per to  draw  it  therefrom,  in  the  manner  herein  before 
mentioned. 

Section  11.  No  transfer  of  the  amount  standing  to 
the  credit  of  any  township,  borough  or  ward,  or  any 
school  society  therein,  on  the  books  of  the  county 
school  board,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  at  any  time,  or 
for  any  purpose  whatever,  be  made  to  the  credit  of  any 
other  township,  borough,  ward,  or  school  society,  but 
shall  be,  and  remain  as  a  fund  set  apart  exclusively  for 
the  purposes  of  general  elementary  education,  and  ac- 
cumulating for  their  benefit,  until  it  shall  be  drawn  by 
them,  in  the  manner,  and  for  the  purposes  herein  be- 
fore mentioned. 

Section  12.  In  all  cases  where  any  township,  bo- 
rough or  ward,  in  this  commonwealth,  may  have  ne- 
glected to  elect  school  directors  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,or  where 
having  elected  them,  they  have  refused  or  neglected, 
and  continue  to  refuse  or  neglect  to  divide  the  said 
townships,  boroughs,  or  wards,  into  convenient  school 
bounds,  and  designate  the  places  where  the  schools 
shall  be  taught;  the  constables  of  such  township,  bo- 
rough, or  w.ard,  shall  annually,  in  their  advertisements 
for  the  election  of  supervisors  or  constables,  give  no- 
tice, that  an  election  will  be  held  at  the  time  and  place 
of  the  said  annual  election,  to  elect  six  school  direc- 
tors, for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Section  13.  Whensoever  any  township,  boruugh,  or 
ward,  shall  have  been  divided  into  convenient  school 
bounds.and  the  places  where  the  school  shall  be  taught, 
shall  be  designated  by  the  school  directors  aforesaid, 
they  shall  make  out  a  report,  describing  the  boundaries 
of  each  school  bound,  and  the  location  where  the 
school  is  to  be  taught,  as  also  a  list  of  the  taxable  in- 
habitants then  residing  within  said  bounds,  which  re- 
port shall  be  filed  with  the  prothonotary  of  the  county, 
tor  future  reference.  The  school  diiectors,  in  per- 
forming the  duties  aforesaid,  shall  have  special  refer- 
ence to  school  societies  already  formed,  and  school- 
houses  already    built,  where,   in  their  opinion,  they 
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could  be  conveniently  made  to  answer  the  purposes  of 
general  education. 

Section  14.  The  taxable  inhabitants  of  any  town- 
ship, borough,  or  ward,  feeling  themselves  aggrieved 
by  tlie  decisions  of  the  school  directors,  as  to  the  boun- 
daries of  their  school  societies,  or  the  location  of  their 
school-houses:  And  where,  from  increased  population, 
at  some  future  period,  or  other  good  cause,  they  may 
deem  a  new  school  bound  necessary ,then,  and  in  either 
case,  they  may  apply  by  petition,  to  the  court  of  Quar- 
ter Sessions,  for  the  proper  county,  who  shall  have 
power  to  appoint  disinterested  and  competent  persons, 
to  view  and  examine  said  boundaries  and  locations,  for 
school  houses,  or  the  necessity  or  propriety  of  a  new 
school  society,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  their  report, 
when  made  under  oath  or  solemn  affirmation,  when  j 
sanctioned  by  the  court,  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  to 
all  concerned. 

Section  15.  Every  School  society  formed  and  or-  I 
ganized  agreeably  to  this  act,  shall,  for  the  purposes  of 
general  elementary  education  within  its  bounds,  be  a 
body  politic  or  corporate,  with  the  general  powers  and 
disabilities  incident  to  corporations,  and  the  treasurer 
thereof  shall  have  power  to  collect  such  tax  as  may  be 
ordered  by  said  society  upon  the  property  or  persons 
of  its  members,  in  the  same  mannerj  and  under  the 
same  restrictions,  as  other  taxes  are  now,  or  may  here- 
after be  collected,  and  he  shall  receive  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  such  compensation  as  the  society  may 
adjudge  to  be  just  and  equitable. 

Section  16.  Whensoever  any  School  society  in  this 
Commonwealth,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  shall  have  assessed  a  tax  on  any  unseated  lands  or 
real  estate,  where  the  amount  cannot  be  collected  from 
the  tenant,  agent  or  owner,  the  treasurer  of  said  school 
society,  shall  make  out  a  list  thereof,  with  the  amounts 
assessed  thereon  respectively,  which  shall  be  attested 
by  the  President  and  Secretary  of  said  society,  and 
transmitted  to  the  county  commissioners  of  the  proper 
county,  who  shall  add  the  sums  thus  retu'ned  to  the 
county  rates  and  levies  assessed,  or  to  be  assessed  on 
such  property — and  when  the  said  sums  shall  have 
been  collected  with  the  said  county  rates  and  levies, 
the  residue,  after  deducting  the  ordinary  charges  for 
collection,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of  said 
school  society. 

Section  17.  So  much  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a 
supplement,  as  requires  of  the  school  directors  the 
performance  of  any  duties  other  than  the  division  of 
their  district  into  school-bounds,  and  the  location  of 
school  houses,  as  also  every  part  of  said  act  as  is  alter- 
ed or  superseded,  is  hereby  repealed. 


From  the  Pittsburg  Gazette. 
THE  WEATHER. 
Memoranda  of  the  coldest  days,  those  in  which  the 
mercury  fell  below  zero,  in  Fahrenheit's  Thermometer, 
in  the  month  of  January,  and  up  to  the  15th  of  F'ebrua- 
ry,  1835.  The  instrument  was  exposed  in  the  free, 
open  country  air,  at  Sewickly  bottom,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Ohio,  14  miles  N.  W.  of  Pittsburg. 

At  Sunrise,  Noon,  Sunset, 

below  Zero.        above  Zero.        above  Zero, 
Jan.    5  4  15  17 

8  3  18  16 

•  9  4  26  26 

•  10  2  28  28 
Feb.    4                2                           24  14 

•  7  11  12  Zero. 

•  8  5  10  5 

•  9  21  12  7 

•  10  9  24  16 
'      12        Zero.                            34                           26 

From  these  notes,  it  appears  that  we  h.ive  had  more 


extreme  cold  days  tills  winter,  than  have  been  observ- 
ed by  the  writer  during  his  observations  of  nearly  thir- 
ty years  past.  In  the  cold  days  of  January,  this  dis- 
trict of  country  was  free  of  snow.  In  those  of  Febru- 
ary, the  country  was  lightly  Cdvered  with  snow;  and, 
being  windy,  was  the  more  sensibly  felt.  S. 

February  16,  1835. 

From  the  Village  Record. 
DIARY  OF  THE  WEATHER— FOR  JAN.   1835. 

The  heavy  fall  of  snow  in  the  latter  part  of  Decem- 
ber, was  tiillowed  by  an  unusually  cold  spell  of  weather. 
I'rom  the  evening  of  the  2d,  until  noon  of  the  11th  of 
January,  the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  was  contin- 
ually below  the  freezing  point,  and  on  some  mornings 
It  was  several  degrees  below  zero.  So  many  days  in 
succession  of  such  severely  cold  weather,  have  rarely, 
if  ever  occurred  heretofore,  in  this  region  of  country. 

The  Brandywlne  was  completely  icebound;  so  that 
persons  could  travel  for  miles  upon  its  surface  without 
stepping  on  the  shore.  Upon  examination  on  the  12th 
of  the  month,  the  thickness  of  ice  was  ascertained  to  be 
10  inches.  The  morning  of  the  5th  was  the  coldest — 
being  6  degrees  below  zerj,  at  sunrise  on  that  morn- 
ing. 

The  warmest  days  were  the  27ih  and  30th,  being 
60  degrees  above  zero,  at  noon  on  the  former,  and  the 
same  at  sunset  on  the  latter  day. 

The  average  throughout  the  month  was  2  degrees 
lower  than  last  month,  being  24J  degrees  at  sunrise, 
41  degrees  at  noon,  and  26  degrees  at  sunset. 

There  were  18  whole  clear  days — 3  cloudy,  and  4 
on  which  rain  fell.  No  fall  of  snow  during  the  month. 
The  snow  which  fell  in  December,  and  n  hich  contin- 
ued with  such  little  diminution  as  to  afford  good  sleigh- 
ing until  the  13th,  was  principally  swept  away  by  a 
heavy  fall  of  rain,  on  the  night  of  that  day. 

C.  H. 

W.  Bradford  Boarding  School,  ? 
Feb.  2,  1835.  5 


The  Wbather. — Sunday  and  Monday  mornings  las', 
were  the  coldest  experienced  in  this  place  for  many 
years.  On  Sunday  morning,  the  thermometer  in  this 
borough  was  13  degrees  below  zero,  and  on  Monday 
morning  14,  since  which  time  the  weather  has  mode- 
rated considerably.  The  river  at  this  place  closed  on 
Sunday,  and  the  ice  is  now  strong  enough  for  the  heavi- 
est  burthens.  During  the  cold  weather  in  January, 
which  was  so  intense  to  the  eastward,  the  thermometer 
did  not  fall  lower  than  2  or  3  degrees  below  zero  in 
this  borough.  The  Rev.  E.  D.  Barrett,  who  resides 
at  Glade  Run,  17  or  18  miles  east  of  this,  has  furnished 
us  with  the  following  statement  of  the  thermometer  for 
the  first  twelve  days  of  January,  which  shows  a  greater 
degree  of  cold  than  we  have  seen  noticed  west  of  the 
mountains,  though  not  so  great  as  at  some  places  east  of 
the  mountains  of  similar  and  even  lower  latitude — for 
Instance,  at  Washington  City  it  was  16  degrees  below 
zero,  and  at  Reading,  Pa.  22. 

D.   M.  7  A.  M.               3  P.  M.  10  P.  M. 

1  16°                       36°  34° 

2  30                         30  18 

3  8                        14  4 

4  15  below  0         16  5 

5  15  "              22  2 

6  12  "              27  5 

7  10  "              14  6 

8  12  "              20  6 

9  11  '•              30  8 
10  6  "              35  6 
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PHIIiADELPHIA,  mARCH  14,  1§35. 


AN  HISTORICAL  SKETCH   OF  EPHRATA; 

Together  with  a  concise  account  of  the  Seventh-Day 
Baptist  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  (Written  for  the 
Portraiture  of  Pennsylvania,  and  communicated  in  a 
letter  to  Thomas  F.Gordon,  Esq. — By  him  furnished 
for  the  Regisier. 

By  William  M.  Fahnestoce,  M.  D. 
Ephrata  is  one  of  the  earliest  settlements  of  the  inte- 
rior of  this  State,  and  is  the  first  Protestant  Monastery 
established  in  America.  Its  history  is  interesting  on 
account  of  the  peculiarity  of  the  Institution,  and  the 
associations  connected  with  it.  It  is  situated  in  Cocali- 
co  township,  Lancaster  county,  at  the  intersection  of 
the  Reading  road  with  the  Downingstown  or  Harris- 
burg  tirrnpike,  sixty  miles  N.  W.  ofPhdadelphia,  thii-' 
teen  N.  E.  from  Lancaster,  and  thirty-eight  from  Har- 
risburg.  This  name  U  now  applied  to  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Ephrata  proper,  for  the  distance  of  a  mile  along 
the  turnpike,  making  Cocalico  creek  the  centre.  Thus 
considered,  it  contains  about  twenty  dwellings,  several 
stores,  two  taverns,  and  a  paper  mill.  New  Eplirata\s 
a  smaller  village  about  a  mile  further  west,  on  the 
turnpike. 

Ephrata,  proper,  is  an  irregular  enclosed  village,  ly- 
ing in  a  triangle  formed  by  the  turnpike,  the  upper,  or 
old  Reading  road,  and  the  Cocalico  creek,  and  belongs 
entirely  to  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Society.  It 
contains  a  Monastery  and  several  other  buildings  fur 
the  accommodation  of  the  Society;  to  which  is  attached 
and  belonging  to  the  same,  about  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  and  a  grist  mill  and  saw  mill.  The 
Post  office  which  bears  this  name,  is  an  half  mile  from 
the  original  village.  Ephrata,  in  former  times,  was 
known  better  among  the  German  population,  by  the 
name  of  Klusier,  (Cloister)  or  Dunkerstown — a  nick- 
name, from  the  word  Dunker  or  Tunker,  corruptions 
of  Taueffer,  Baptist.  The  Society  of  Ephrata,  howev- 
er, are  a  distinct  sect  from  the  denomination  that  now 
bears  the  name  of  Dunkcrs,  with  whom  they  have  al- 
ways been  confounded.  Originally  they  descended 
from  that  division  of  Christians.  About  the  year  1694, 
acontroveisy  arose  in  the  protestant  churches  of  Ger- 
many and  Holland,  in  which  vigorous  attempts  were 
made  to  reform  some  of  the  errors  of  the  church,  and 
with  the  design  of  promoting  a  more  practical,  vital 
resligion.  This  party,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  pi-  | 
ous  Speneb,  ecclesiastical  superintendent  of  the  Court  j 
of  Saxony,  was  opposed,  violently,  and  after  having 
bestowed  upon  them,  in  ridicule, the  epithet  of  Pietists, 
they  were  suppressed  in  their  public  ministrations 
and  lectures,  by  the  Consistory  of  Wittemberg.  Not- 
withstanding they  were  prohibited  from  promulgating, 
publicly,  their  views  and  principles,  it  lead  to  inquiry 
among  the  people.  This  state  of  things  continuing, 
many  learned  men  of  the  different  Universities  left  Eu- 
rope, and  emigrated  to  America,  whilst  others  remain- 
ed and  persevered  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work  they 
had  commenced  with  so  much  diligence.  In  the  year 
ir08,  Alexakdek  Mack,  of  Schriesheim,  and  seven 
others  in  Schwardzenaw,  Germany,  met  together,  re-  ' 
gularly,  to  examine,  carefully  and  impartially,  the  doc- 
trines of  the  New  Testament,  and  to  ascertain,  what  | 
are  the  obligations  it  imposes  on  professing  Christians;  I 
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determining  to  lay  aside  all  preconceived  opinions  and 
traditional  observances  The  result  of  their  inquiries 
terminated  in  the  formation  of  the  Society  now  called 
the  Dunkers,  or  First  Day  German  Baptists.  Meeting 
with  much  persecution  as  they  grew  into  some  impor- 
tance, as  all  did  who  had  independence  enough  to  dif- 
fer from  the  popular  church,  some  were  driven  into 
Holland,  some  to  Creyfels  in  the  lluchy  of  CKves,  and 
the  mother  church  voluntarily  removed  to  Serustervin, 
in  Frizland;  and  from  thence  emigrated  to  America  in 
1719,  and  dispersed  to  different  parts— to  Germantown, 
Skippeck,  Oley,  Conestoga,  and  elsewhere.  They 
formed  a  church  at   Germantown    in  1723,  under  the 


charge  of  Fkteii  Beckeii.  The  church  grew  rapidly 
in  this  country,  receiving  members  from  the  banks  of 
the  Wissahickon  and  from  Lancaster  county;  and  soon 
after  a  church  was  established  at  Muehlbach,  (Mill 
creek)  in  this  county.  Of  this  community  was  one 
CoNRAn  Beissel,  a  native  of  Germany.  He  had  been 
a  Presbyterian,  and  fled  from  the  persecutions  of  that 
period.  Wholly  intent  upon  seeking  out  the  true  ob- 
ligations of  the  word  of  God,  and  the  proper  obser- 
vance of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  it  imposes,  stripped 
of  human  authority,  he  conceived  that  there  was  an  er- 
ror among  the  Dunkers,  in  the  observance  of  the  day 
for  the  Sabbath—  that  the  Seventh  day  was  the  command 
of  the  Lord  God,  and  that  that  day  being  established 
and  tanctijied,  by  the  Great  Jehovah, /orever.'  and  no 
j  change,  nor  authority  for  change  ever  having  been  an- 
nounced toman,  by  any  power  sufficient  to  set  aside 
1  the  solemn  decree  of  the  Almightt — a  decree  which 
[  he  declared  that  he  had  sanctified  forever.' — he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  contend  for  the  observance  of  that  day. 
About  the  year  1725,  he  published  a  tract  entering  into 
a  discussion  of  this  point,  which  created  some  excite- 
ment and  disturbance  in  the  Society  at  Mill  creek;  up- 
on which  he  retired  from  the  settlement,  and  went, 
secretly,  to  a  cell  on  the  biinks  of  the  Cocalico,  which  had 
previously,been  occupied  by  one  ELiMELicH,an  hermit. 
His  place  of  retirement  was  unknown  for  a  long  time  to 
the  people  he  had  left,  and  when  discovered,  many  of 
the  Society  at  Mill  creek,  who  had  become  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  his  proposition  for  the  observance  of  the 
Sabbath,  settled  around  him,  in  solitary  cottages.  They 
adopted  the  original  Sabbath — the  Seventh  day — for 
public  worship,  in  the  year  1728;  which  has  ever  since 
been  observed  by  their  descendants,  even  unto  the 
present  day. 

In  the  year  1732,  the  solitary  life  was  changed  into  a 
conventicle  one,  and  a  Monastic  Society  was  establish- 
ed as  soon  as  the  first  buildings  erected  for  that  purpose 
were  finished— May  1733.  The  habit  of  the  Capu- 
chins, or  White  Friars,  was  adopted  by  both  the  breth- 
ren and  sisters;  which  consisted  of  a  shirt,  trowsers, 
and  vest,  with  a  long  white  gown  and  cowl,  of  woolen 
web  in  winter,  and  linen  in  summer. — That  of  the  sis- 
ters differed  only  in  the  substitution  of  petticoats  for 
trowers,  and  some  little  peculiarity  in  the  shape  of  the 
cowl.  Monastic  names  were  given  to  all  who  entered 
the  cloister.  OwEsiiHrs  (Israel  Eckerlin)  was  consti- 
tuted Prior,  who  was  succeeded  by  Jaebf.z,  (Peter 
Miller;)  and  the  title  of  Father — spiritual  father — was 
bestowed  6y  the  Society,  upon  Beissel,  whose  monastic 
name  was  Fbiedsam;  to  which  the  brethren  afterwarda 
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added, GoTTBECHT — imp\y\ng,together, Feaceabk,  God- 
right.  Id  tlie  year  1740,  there  were  thirty-six  single 
brethren  in  tlie  cloister,  and  thirty-five  sisters;  and  at 
one  time,  the  Society,  including  the  members  hving  in 
the  neighborhood,  numbered  nearly  three  hundred. 

Tlie  first  buildings  of  the  Society,  of  any  conse- 
quence, were  Kedar,  and  Zion — a  meeting  house  and 
convent,  which  were  erected  on  the  hill  called  Mount 
Zion.  They  afterwards  built  larger  accommodations, 
in  the  meadow  below,  comprising  a  Sister's  House  call 
ed  Saron,  to  wliich  is  attached  a  large  Chapel,  and 
"  Saal,"  for  the  purpose  of  holding  the  Jgnpas  or  Love 
Feasts. — A  Brother's  House,  called  Belhania,  with 
which  is  connected  the  large  meeting  room,  with  galle- 
ries, in  which  the  whole  Society  assembled,  for  public 
worship,  in  the  days  of  tlieir  prosperity,  and  which  are 
still  standing,  surrounded  by  smaller  buildings,  which 
were  occupied  as  printing  office,  bake  house,  school 
house,  almonry,  and  others  for  different  purposes;  on 
one  of  which,  a  one  story  house,  the  town  clock  is 
erected. 

The  buildings  are  singular,  and  of  very  ancient  ar- 1 
cliitecture — all  the  outside  walls  being  covered  with 
shingles.  The  two  houses  for  the  brethren  and  sisters, 
are  very  large,  being  three  and  four  stories  liigh:  each 
has  a  chapel  for  their  night  meetings,  and  the  main 
buildings  are  divided  into  small  apartments,  (each  con- 
taining'between  fifty  and  si\ty,)  soth;it  six  dormitories, 
which  are  barely  large  enough  to  contain  a  cot,  (in  ear- 
ly days  a  heiich  and  billet  of  wood  for  the  head,)  a 
closet  and  an  hour-glass  suiTound  a  common  room,  in 
which  each  subdivision  pursued  their  respective  avo- 
cations. On  enlering  these  silent  cells  and  traversing 
the  long  narrow  passages,  visiters  can  scarcely  divest 
themselves  of  the  feeling  of  walking  the  tortuous  wind- 
ings of  some  old  castle,  and  breathing  in  the  hidden 
recesses  of  roii.ance.  The  ceilings  have  an  elevation 
of  but  seven  feet;  the  passages  leading  to  the  cells,  or 
"Rammers,"  as  they  are  styled,  and  through  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  both  convems,  are  barely  wide  enough 
to  admit  one  person,  for  when  meeting  a  second,  one 
has  always  to  retreat; — the  dens  of  the  Rammers  are 
\>\x\.  Jive  feet  high,  and  twenty  inches  wide,  and  the  win- 
dow, for  each  has  but  one,  is  only  eighteen  by  twenty- 
four  inches;  the  largest  windows  affording  light  to  the 
meeting  rooms,  are  but  thirty  by  thirty-four  inches. — 
The  walls  of  all  the  rooms,including  the  meeting  room, 
the  chapels,  the  saals,  and  even  the  kammers,  or  dor- 
mitories, are  hung  and  nearly  covered,wiih  large  sheets 
of  elegant  penmanship,  or  ink-paintings, — many  of 
which  are  texts  from  the  scriptures,  done  in  very 
handsome  manner,  in  ornamented  gothic  letters,  called 
in  the  German  Fractur-schrifften-  They  are  done  on 
large  sheets  of  paper  manufactured  for  the  purpose  at 
their  own  mill,  some  of  which  are  put  into  frames,  and 
which  admonish  the  resident,  as  well  as  the  casual  visi- 
ter,which  ever  way  they  may  turn  the  head.  There  are 
sotne  very  curious  "ones:  two  of  which  still  remain  in  the 
chapel  attached  to  Saron-  One  represents  the  narrow 
and  crooked  way,  done  on  a  sheet  of  .ibout  three  feet 
square,  which  it  would  be  difficult  to  describe— it  is 
very  curious  and  ingenious:  the  whole  of  the  road  is 
filled  up  with  texts  of  scripture,  advertising  the  disci- 
ples of  their  duties,  and  the  obligations  their  profes- 
sion imposes  upon  them.  Another  represents  the  three 
heavens.  In  the  first,  CanisT,  the  Shepherd,  is  rep- 
resented gathering  his  flock  together;  in  the  second, 
which  occupies  one  foot  in  height,  and  is  three  feet 
wide,  three  hundred  figures,  in  the  Capuchin  dress,  can 
be  counted,  with  harps  in  their  hands,  and  the  heads  of 
an  innumerable  host;  and  in  the  third  is  seen  the 
throne  surrounded  by  two  hundred  arch-angels.  Ma- 
ny of  these  Fractur  schriffcen  express  their  own  enthu- 
siastic sentiments  on  the  subject  of  celibacy,  and  the 
virtue  of  a  recluse  life,  whilst  others  are  devotional 
pieces.  The  following  are  taken  from  two  found 
in  the  chapel  of  the  Sisters'  convent.      1  carl  copy 


the  sentiment  but  cannot  convey   an    idea  of  theip 

styles- 
Die  Lib  ist  unsre  Kron  und  heller  Tugend  Spiget, 
Die  Weissheit  unsre  Lust,  und  reines  Gottes  Sigel; 
Das  Lamm  ist  unser  Schatz  wir  uns  anvertrauen, 
Una  foigen  seinem  Gang  als  reinste  Jungfrauen. 

Unsre  Kronen  die  wir  tragen  in  dieser   Sterblichkeit, 
Werden  uns  in  Truebsals-tagen  durch  Til  Leide  zu- 

bereit, 
Da  muss  unsre  Hoffnung   bluehen  und  der   Glauba 

wachsen  auf. 
Wan  sich  Welt  und  Fleisch  berouehen  unszu  schwae- 

che  in  dem  Lauf, 
O  Wol  dan!    weil  wir  gezaehlet  z-u  derreinen  Laera* 

mur  Heerd, 
Die  dem   keuschen  Lam  vermaehlet,  und  erkaufTet 

von  der  Erd, 
Bleibet  schon  alhir  verbergen,unser  Ehren  Scbmuck 

und   Kron, 
Wird  uns  doch   an  jenen  Morgen   kroenen,  Jesos, 

Gottes  Sohn. 

In  the  rooms  which  any  sister  has  occupied,  and  i» 
departed,  a  piece,  wlijch  is  framed  in  imitation  of  a 
tablet,  is  put  up,expressive|of  the  character  and  virtues 
of  the  deceased, or  some  feeling  memorial  oflove  is  in- 
scribed. The  following  is  one  I  found  in  the  Kammer, 
which  had  been  occupied  by  Zehobia— a  very  beauti- 
ful, lovely,  and  devout  sister: — 

Z  F,  N  O  B  I  A  ; 

Wird   GiMienen  und  Ge- 
deyen,  ihr  Arbeit  wii-d  nicht  vergeb- 
lich,  noch  audi  ihre  Hoffnung 
vcrlohren  seyn,  ihr  Erbe  bluehen 
mitten  unter  den  Heiligen. 

A  room  was  set  apart  for  such  purposes,  called 
the  writing  room,  and  several  sisters  devoted  their 
whole  attention  to  this  abor,  as  well  as  to  transcribing 
the  writings  of  the  Founder  of  the  Society;  thus  multi- 
plying copies  for  the  wants  of  the  community,  before 
they  had  a  printing  press.  Two  sisters  named  AsH.is- 
TASiA,  and  IpBiGEaiA,  were  the  principal  ornamental 
writers.  They  left  a  large  folio  volume  of  lantple  al- 
phabets, of  various  sizes  and  style;  which  are  both  ele- 
gant and  curious,  exhibiting  the  most  patient  applica- 
tion. The  lettei-s  of  the  first  alphabet  are  twelve  inches 
long,  surrounded  by  a  deep  border,  in  imitation  of 
copper  plate  engraving — each  one  of  which  is  different 
n  the  filling  up.  It  was  finished  in  the  year  1750,  and 
is  still  preserved  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees.  There 
was  another  transci-ibing  room  appropriated  exclusive- 
ly to  copyiitg  music:— hundreds  of  volumes,  each  con- 
taining five  or  six  hundred  pieces,  were  transferred 
from  book  to  book,  with  as  much  accuracy,  and  almost 
as  much  neatness  as  if  done  with  a  graver. 

It  was  in  contemplation,  at  one  tme,  by  the  Eckeh- 
iiNS,  three  brother-s,  one  of  whom  was  Prior,  and  had 
the  superintendence  of  the  secular  concerns,  to  make 
it  a  place  of  more  importance  than  a  mere  religious  re- 
fuge. They  were/rom  Germany,and  had  been  brought 
up  Catholics.  They  conceived  a  project  of  erecting 
extensive  buildings,  and  connecting  trade  with  it;  and 
had  some  preparations  under  way — the  timber  all  hewn, 
as  all  the  buildings  are  of  wood,  even  the  chimneys 
which  remain  in  use  at  this  day, — and  in  readiness  to 
er-ect  a  tuwer,  and  had  sent  to  Europe,  where  they  had 
extensive  connections,  and  got  a  chime  of  bells  cast, 
unknown  to  the  Society,  until  they  arrived  at  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  bill  for  payment  was  forwarded  to 
them.  The  Society  resolved  not  to  receive  them,  but 
had  them  sold  and  paid  the  loss.  One  of  these  bells 
having  upon  it,  Efubata — Isbaei.  Eckebi.15,  Pbioh, 
was  purchased,  and  is  now  on  one  of  the  churches  in 
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Lancaster.  This  transaction  led  to  tlie  discovery  of 
a.  conspiracy  of  the  Eckkruss  to  possess  themselves 
of  the  title  of  the  property,  which  'las  much  more  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  th.in  now,  and  which  terminated 
in  his  expulsion  (Israel)  from  the  office  of  Prior.  They 
afterwards  removed  to  Virg-inia,  wliere  they  obtained 
some  notoriety  in  connection  with  the  Indian  aflf-iirs. — 
The  Society  was  wedded  to  Apostolic  simplirity, — they 
desired  no  tower — no  beth.  They  refused  to  have  a 
belUo  call  them  to  meeting-,  even  the  midnight  meet- 
iog.which  was  regularly  held  at  twelve  o'clock:  Fiiied- 
SAM  contending  that  the  spirit  of  devotion  ought  to  be 
sufficient  to  make  them  punctual  to  the  hour,  which 
generally  proved  to  be  adequate- 

The  commuiiiiy  was  a  republic,  in  which  all  stood 
upon  perfect  equality  and  freedom.  No  monastic  vows 
were  taken,  neither  had  they  any  written  covenant,  a; 
is  common  in  the  Baptist  churches.  The  New  lesia 
ment  was  their  confession  of  faith,  their  code  of  laws, 
and  their  church  discipline.  The  property  which  be. 
longed  to  the  Society,  by  don<tion,  and  the  labor  of 
the  single  brethren  and  sisters,  was  common  stock, 
but  none  were  obliged  to  throw  in  their  own  property 
or  give  up  anv  of  their  possessions.  The  Society  was 
supported  by  the  income  of  the  farm,  grist  mill,  paper 
mill,  oil  mill,  fulling  mill,  and  the  labor  of  the  brethren 
and  sisters  in  the  Cloister. 

This  Society  has  been  much  misrepresen'ed  by  writers 
who  know  but  little  of  them, and  mostly  draw  on  their  im- 
aginations  and  the  libels  of  the  persecutors  of  the  Socie- 
ty, for  the  principles  of  this  people.  In  a  short  notice 
of  Ephrata  in  Gordos's  G^izetleer  of  Pennsylvania, 
drawn  from  an  account  published  by  one  not  very 
friendly  to  the  Society,  in  the  Transactions  of  the  His- 
torical Society  of  Pennsylvania,  several  errors  were  in- 
advertently and  unconsciously,  promulgated  by  the  re- 
spected author.*  The  good  and  devout  Founder  is  re- 
presented as"a  crafty,  designing  usurper  of  ecclesiasti- 
cal authority,  and  as  assuming  titles,  honors,  and  pow- 
er. This  is  not  the  place  to  enter  into  a  full  refutation 
of  these  charges,  which  are  without  fotmdation,  and 
could  only  have  originated  in  gross  ignorance,  or 
shameful  wickedness.  Beissel,  who  had  been  educat- 
ed  in  the  Calvanisiic  faith,  left  Europe  that  he  might 
enjoy  freedom  of  opinion  in  America;  he  withdrew  from 
the  Society  of  Dunkers  at  Mill  creek,  because  his  views 
on  the  Sabbath  produced  some  dissension,  and  after 
he  was  drawn  from  his  seclusion,  by  love  for  those  who 
came  and  settled  arotmd  liim,  and  entreated  his  minis- 
try, he  devoted  his  whole  life  and  pioperty  to  advance 
the  welfare  of  the  Society;  giving  the  management  of 
the  secular  affairs  entirely  into  the  hands  of  others, 
while  he  gave  his  attention  wholly  to  instructing  them 
in  the  Word  of  Life,  and  establishing  the  Gospel  in  its 
truth  and  simplicity.  The  title  of  "Fathi-;h,"  and 
"  GoTTBECHT,"  Were  conferred  upon  him  by  his  breth- 
ren, and  was  not  a  presumptuous  assumption  of  Beis- 
sel. Their  principles  are  equally  misrepresented  in 
that  as  well  as  most  other  English  accounts  of  the  So- 
ciety. In  Bock's  Theological  Dictionary,  we  are  told 
that  "  the  principal  tenets  appear  to  be  t'.ese:  that 
future  happiness  is  only  attained  by  penance  and  out- 
ward mortification  in  this  life;  and  thatas  Jesus  Chki.st, 
by  his  meritorious  sufferings  became  the  Redeemer  of 
mankind  in  general,  so  e.ich  Individual  of  the  human 
race  by  a  life  of  abstinence  and  restraint,  may  work 
out  his  own  salvation.  Nay,  they  go  so  far  as  to  admit 
of  works  of  supererogation, and  declare  that  a  man  may 
do  much  more  than  he  is  in  justice  or  equity  obliged 


seems  to  understand,  though  they  hiive  been  published 
in  the  German  language,  with  full  explanations  and 
commentaries,  seventy  or  eighty  years  ago,  may  be 
summed  up  in  a  few  words,  viz: 

1.  They  receive  the  Bible  as  the  only  rule  of  Faith. 
covenant,  and  code  of  laws  for  chuicb  government. — 
They  do  not  admit  the  least  license  with  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  scriptures,  and  especially  the  New  Testa- 
ment,— do  not  allow  one  jot  or  tittle  to  be  adde-d  or  re- 
jected in  (he  administration  of  the  ordinai)Ccs,but  prac- 
tice them  precisely  as  they  are  instituted  and  made  an 
example  by  Jesus  Cunisr  in  his  Word. 

2.  They  believe  in  the  Divinity  of  our  Lord  Jksus 
Christ,  and  the  trinity  of  the  Godhead;  having  unfurl- 
ed this  distinctive  banner  on  the  first  page  of  a  hymn 
book  which  they  had  printed  fur  the  Soi  icty  as  early  as 
1739,  viz:  "  There  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven, 
tlie  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Gltost:  and  these 
three  are  one.  Jind  there  are  three  that  bear  witness  in 
earth,  the  Spirit,  and  the  water,  and  the  blood;  and  these 
three  a^ee  in  oneV 

3.  They  believe  that  salvation  is  of  Grace,  and  not  of 
works;  and  they  rely  solely  on  the  merits  and  atone- 
ment of  Christ.  They  believe,  also,  that  th.at  atone- 
ment is  sufficient  for  every  creature — that  Christ  died 
for  all  who  will  call  upon  his  name,and  offer  fruits  meet 
for  repentance;  and  that  all  who  come  unto  Christ  are 
drawn  of  the  Father. 

4.  They  contend  for  the  observance  of  the  original 
Sabbath,  believing  that  it  requires  an  authority  equal 
to  the  Great  Institutor,  to  change  any  of  his  decrees  — 
They  maintain  that  as  he  blessed  and  sanctified  that  day 

forever,  which  has  never  been  abrogated  in  his  Word, 
.any  scripture  to  be  found  to  warrant  that  construc- 
tion, that  it  is  still  as  binding  as  it  was  when  it  was  an- 
nounced amid  the  thunders  of  Mount  Sinai.  To  al- 
ter so  positive  and  hallowed  a  commandment  of  the  At- 
MiGiiTT,  they  consider  would  require  an  explicit  edict 
from  the  Great  Jehovah.  It  was  not  foretold  by  any 
of  the  Prophets,  that  with  the  New  nispensation  there- 
would  be  any  change  in  the  Sabbath,  or  any  of  the 
commandments.  Christ  who  declared  himself  the  Lord 
of  the  Sabbath,  observed  the  Seventh  day,  and  made  it 
the  day  of  his  especial  ministrations;  nor  did  he  au- 
thorise any  change.  The  Apostles  have  not  assumed 
to  do  away  the  original  Sabbath,  or  give  any  command 
to  substitute  the  first  for  the  Seventh  day.  The  cir- 
cumstance of  the  disciples  meeting  together  to  break 
bread  on  the  first  day,  which  is  sometimes  used  as  a 
pretext  for  observing  that  day,  is  simply  what  the  Se- 
venth day  people  do  at  this  day.  The  sacrament  was 
not  administered  by  Christ,  nor  by  the  Apostles  on  the 
Sabbath,  but  on  the  first  day,  counting  as  the  people  of 
Ephrata  still  do,  the  evening  and  the  morning  to  make 
the  day. 

5.  They  hold  to  the  Apostolic  B.aptism — believers 
baptism— and  administer  trine  Immersion,  with  the  lay- 
ing on  of  hands  and  prayer,  while  the  recipient  yet  re- 
mains kneeling  in  the  water. 

6.  They  celebrate  the  Lord's  supper  at  night,  in  imi- 
tation of  our  Saviour; — washing  at  the  same  time  each 
others  feet,  agreeably  to  his  command  and  example,  as 
is  expressly  stated  in  the  13th  chapter  of  the  evangelist 
John,  14th  and  15th  verses.  This  is  attended  to  on  the 
the  eveningafter  theclose  of  the  Sabbath— the  Sabbath 
terminating  at  sunset  of  the  Seventh  day,  thus  making 
the  supper  an  imitation  of  that  instituted  by  Christ,  and 
resembling  also  the  meeting  of  the  Apostles  on  the  first 
day  to  break  bread,  which   has  produced  much  conTu- 


do,  and  that  his  superabundant  works  may  therefore  sion  in  some  minds  in  regard  to  the  proper  day  to  be 
be  applied  to  the  salvation  of  others;"  and  a  great  many    observed. 

other  things  equally  ridiculous  and  unfounded.  The  Celibacy  they  consider  a  virtue,  but  never  require 
account  in  that  book  is  a  tissue  of  misrepresentation,  it,  nor  do  they  take  any  vows  in  reference  to  it.  They 
unworthy  a  place  in  a  work  of  that  character.  never  [irohibited  marriage  and  lawful  intercourse,  be- 

The  principles  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist  Society  of   tween  the  sexes,  as  is  stated  by  some  writers,  but  when 
Ephrata,  which  no  writer  that  we  have   encountered,  1  two  concluded  to   be  joined  in    wedlock,    they  were 

■ ■  [  aided  by  the  Society.     It  (celibacy)  was  urged  as  being 

[•  See  Reg.  Vol.  V.  page  331.— En.]       .  more  conducive  to  a  holy  life,  for  Padi.  saith:  "  T,i 
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^/lat  are  after  the  flesh,  do  mind  the  things  of  the  flesh: 
hut  then  that  are  after  the  Spirit,  the  thingt  of  the  Spirit. 
— And  ag-aiii:  lie  that  is  unmarried,  careth  for  the 
things  that  behmg  to  the  Lord,  how  he  may  please  the 
Lord,-  But  he  that  is  married  careth  for  Ike  things  of  the 
world,  how  he  may  please  his  wife.  There  is  this  differ- 
ence between  a  wife  and  a  virgin-  The  unmarried  wo- 
men cnreth  for  the  things  of  the  Lord,  that  she  may  be 
holy,  both  in  body  and  in  spirit:  but  she  that  is  married 
careth  for  the  things  of  the  world,  how  she  may  please  her 
husband- — Isay  therefore  to  the  unmarried  and  widows,  ti 
is  good  for  them  if  they  abide  even  as  1 "  And  they  also 
consider  that  those  who  sacrifice  the  lusts  of  the  flesh, 
and  live  pure  virgins  foi-  Chbist's  sake,  will  be  better  fit- 
ted,and  will  enjoy  tlie  first  places  in  glory.  St.  Jons, in 
the  Revelations,  says:  "/  looked  up,  and  lo,  a  Lamb 
stood  on  Mount  2Jion,  andiuith  him  an  hundred  and  forty 
and  four  thousand,  having  his  Father's  name  written  in 
their  foreheads.  Jlnd  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven,  as  the 
voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the  voice  of  a  great  thunder: 
and  I  heard  the  voice  of  harpers  harping  with  their  harps: 
And  they  sung  as  it  were  a  new  song  before  the  throne, 
and  before  the  four  beasts,  and  the  elders:  and  no  man 
cvuld  learn  that  song  but  the  hundred  and  forty  and  four 
thousand,  which  were  redeemed  from  the  earth.  These 
are  they  which  were  not  defiled  with  women;  for  they  are 
virgins.  These  are  they  which  follow  the  Lamb  whither- 
ersoever  he  goelh.  These  were  redeemed  from  among 
men,  being  the  flrst  fruits  unto  God  and  unto  the 
Lamb."  This  was  a  fond,  cherished  subject,  and  was 
constantly  inculcated.  It  may  be  considered  the  ground 
of  the  Institution  at  Ephrata,  whose  prosperity  and  ad- 
vancement was  dependent  on  it  being  properly  appre- 
ciated. It  was  seduously  kept  before  them,  by  their 
ministers,  in  its  brightest  colours;  and  all  the  scripture, 
which  is  not  a  little,  was  brought  to  bear  upon  it,  to 
inspire  them  v/ith  perseverance  and  faithfulness.  It 
promised  capabilities  which  others  could  not  possess  in 
the  divine  life,  and  also  held  out  the  brighter  rewards 
of  Heaven.  It  was  a  prolific  subject  for  many  of  their 
hymns,  which  seemed  to  hallow  and  sanctify  virginity. 
1  have  seen  one,  an  occasional  hymn,  for  they  multi- 
plied new  hymns  for  every  particular  meeting  or  cele- 
bration—one which  is  very  beautiful  indeed, and  which 
was  a  prophecy  respecting  EphraLi — a  prophecy  which 
has  been  verified.  It  invoked  in  elegant  terms,  stead- 
fastness of  purpose  among  the  brethren  and  sisters  of 
the  Cloister,  and  laments  the  downfall,  in  prospect  of 
any  declension,  in  most  afTecting  strains.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  stanza  from  the  hymn  above  alluded  to: 

Auch  Ephrata,  wird  hierso  lange  stehen, 
Als  Junfrauen  darinn  am  Reihen  gehen; 

Wann  aber  dieser  Adel  wird  aufhoeien. 

So  wird  die  Rache  diesen  Ort 


They  do  not  approve  of  paying  their  ministers  a  sala- 
ry. They  tUink  that  tlie  Gospel  was  sent  without 
money  and  without  price,  and  that  every  one  called 
to  preach  the  word,  should  do  it  from  the  love  of  the 
cause,  and  in  this  matter  to  follow  the  advice  and  ex- 
ample of  Padl.  However,  they  never  had  any  scru- 
ples in  affording  their  ministers  such  supplies  of  life  as 
they  possess  themselves,  and  gave  them  the  same  sup- 
port the  other  brethren  enjoyed.  Individual  members 
may  give,  as  presents,  what  to  them  seemeth  fit,  in 
money,  goods,  &c. ;  and  whenever  he  travels  for  reli- 
gious purposes,  if  needy,  is  supplied  with  money  out  of 
the  treasury  to  bear  his  expenses. 

These  are  the  great  and  leading  tenets,  and  princi- 
ples of  the  Seventh  day  Baptists  of  Pennsylvania. — 
There  are  many  other  minor  points  of  not  sufEcient  im- 
portance to  enumerate  in  detail,  and  may  better  be 
adverted  to  in  replying  to  some  errors  which  writers 
have  saddled  upon  them,  and  which  cannot,  properly, 
be  considered  as  tenets  and  principles,  but  only  as  pe- 
culiarities.    I  cannot,  here,  go  into  an  exposition  of  the 


peculiar  views  of  this  people,  nor  enter  into  the 
minutiae  of  the  manner  of  performing  all  the  ceremo- 
nies and  ordinances.  I  would  merely  remark  in  regard 
to  their  regular  worship,  that  they  commence  with  a 
hymn,  tlien  prayers,  (kneeling)  and  after  a  second 
hymn,  the  minister  requests  one  of  the  brethren  (any 
one)  to  read  a  chapter  out  of  the  Scriptures,  which 
they  are  at  liberty  to  choose  from  any  part  of  the  Bible, 
— he  then  expounds  the  chapter;  tracing  its  bearings 
and  historical  connection  with  the  prophets  and  th« 
New  Testament;  after  which  the  Exhorters  enforce  the 
duties  it  inculcates,  and  should  any  member,  brother  or 
single  sister  be  able  to  improve  the  subject  still  farther, 
or  have  any  remarks  relative  to  the  topic,  to  make,  ii 
at  perfect  freedom  to  express  them.  Prayer  and  sing- 
ing, with  the  reading  of  a  psalm,  instead  of  a  benedic- 
tion, concludes  the  service.  At  another  time,  and  in 
another  place,  I  may  enter  into  a  full  exposition  of  the 
Principles  and  Ordinances  of  this  society,  and  exhibit 
at  length  their  doctrines,  and  the  grounds  on  which 
they  are  predicated. 

It  is  not  one  of  their  customs  to  wear  long  beards,  as 
is  frequently  said  of  them:  this  is  more  the  case  with 
the  Bunkers  and  Menonists.  They  are  often  represent- 
ed as  living  on  vegetables,  the  rules  of  the  society  for- 
bidding meats,  for  the  purpose  of  mortifying  the  natur- 
al appetite,  and  also  as  lying  on  wooden  benches,  with 
billets  of  wood  for  pillows,  as  an  act  of  penance.  The 
true  reason  and  explanation  of  this  matter  is,  that  both 
were  done  from  considerations  of  economy.  Their 
circumstances  were  very  restricted,  and  their  under- 
taking gieat.  They  studied  the  strictest  simplicity 
and  economy  in  all  their  arrangements:  wooden  flagons, 
wooden  goblets,  turned  wooden  trays,  were  used  in  ad- 
ministering the  communion;  and  the  same  goblets  are 
still  in  use,  though  they  have  heen  presented  with  more 
costly  ones.  Even  the  plates  off  of  which  they  ate, 
were  octangular  pieces  of  thin  poplar  boards,  their 
forks  and  candlesticks  were  of  wood,  and  also  every 
other  article  that  could  be  made  of  that  material,  was 
used  by  the  whole  community.  After  they  were  re- 
lieved from  the  pressure  of  their  expensive  enterprise 
in  providing  such  extensive  accommodations,  they  en- 
joyed the  cot  for  repose,  and  many  other  of  the'good 
things  of  life;  though  temperance  in  eating  and  drink- 
ing, was  scrupulously  regarded.  And  it  may  be  well 
to  remark,  that  there  was  not  any  ardent  spirits  used  in 
the  building  of  the  whole  village;  the  timber  of  which 
was  hewn,  and  all  the  boards  sawed  by  hand  during  the 
winter  months.  The  society  was  a  social  community, 
and  not  a  cold,  repulsive,  bigoted  compact;  being 
sometimes  represented  as  reserved  and  distant,  and 
even  not  giving  an  answer  when  addressed  on  the  road. 
MouGAN  EnwABBs,  in  his  "  Materials  towards  a  History 
of  the  American  Baptists,"  (published  in  1770,)  bears  a 
different  testimony;  he  says  "From  the  uncouth  dress, 
the  recluse  and  ascetic  life  of  these  people  sour  aspects 
and  rough  manners  might  be  expected;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, a  smiling  innocence  and  meekness  grace  their 
countenances,  and  a  softness  of  tone  and  accent  adorn 
their  conversation,  and  make  their  deportment  gentle 
and  obligii.g.  Their  singing  is  charming;  partly  owing 
to  the  pleasantness  of  their  voices,  the  variety  of  parts 
they  carry  on  together,  and  the  devout  manner  of  per- 
formance." And  of  Beissel  he  gives  the  following 
character,  which  he  says  he  had  from  one  who  knew 
him  well.  "  He  was  very  strict  in  his  morals,  and 
practiced  self-denial  to  an  uncommon  degree.  Enthu- 
siastic and  whimsical  he  certainly  was,  but  an  apparent 
devoutness  and  sincerity  ran  through  all  his  oddities. 
He  was  not  an  adept  in  any  of  the  liberal  arts  and 
sciences  except  music;  in  which  he  excelled.  He  com- 
posed and  set  to  music  (.in  three,  four,  six,  and  eight 
parts)  a  foho  volume  of  hymns,  and  another  of  anthems. 
He  published  a  dissertation  on  the  fall  of  man,  in  the 
mysterious  strain;  also  a  volume  of  letters.  He  left 
behind  him  several  books    in  manuscript,  curiously 
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written  and  erabellishcd."  One  writer  lias  made  a  re- 
mark as  invidious  as  it  is  unruunded  nn  the  sisterhood  in 
•tHting  that,  "the  sisltrs  it  would  seem,  took  little 
dtrlight  in  their  state  of  single  blessedness,  and  two  only 
(aged  and  ill  favored  ones,  we  may  suppose)  continued 
steadfast  in  renunciation  of  marriages."  They  never 
had  to  renounce  matrimony  on  entering  the  Convent, 
and  but  four  or  five  of  the  whole  number  that  have 
been  in  the  cloister,  in  the  period  of  one  hundred  and 
three  years,  lefi  and  were  married.  One  of  these 
married  a  gentleman  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
afterwards  much  regretted  lier  change,  as  did  all 
others  who  lelt  the  "  stilkn  eiTtsamkeit-"  The  rest 
continued  steadfast  in  their  state  of  pingle  blessedness, 
and  now,  save  those  remaining  in  the  Convent,  lie 
beside  each  other  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  in  the  fore 
ground  of  the  village. 

These  little  things  would  not  be  considered  worthy 
of  any  notice  but  from  fresh  currency  which  has  been 
given  to  ihem  by  a  late  popular  work,  which  is  exten- 
sively circulated  throughout  the  slate.  We  conclude 
our  notice  of  the  gratuitous  aspersions,  by  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  charge  of  their  denying  the  doctrine  of 
original  sin,  and  the  eternity  of  punishment.  They  do 
not  hold  that  Adam's  fall  condemns  indiscriminately  all 
born  souls,  for  many  are  born  and  die  without  sinning; 
but  they  admit  and  teach,  that  in  the  fall  of  Adam  all 
disposition  to  good  and  holiness  was  lost,  and  that  the 
whole  race  inherit  a  natural  innate  depravity,  which  will 
lead  them  to  sin,  and  prove  their  sure  condemnation, 
unless  they  repent,  and  are  born  again  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Bkissel  wrote  a  book  on  this  subject,  which 
is  as  curious  as  it  is  ingenious.  He  enters  into  long 
disquisitions  on  the  nature  of  Adam  and  his  capabilities, 
before  the  fall;  explaining  many  things  of  the  fall,  and 
with  it  elucidating  several  parts  of  the  scriptures,  which 
have,  and  would  easily  escape  the  attention  of  men  of 
less  profundity  of  genius.  His  views  are  somewhat 
mysterious,  yet  deep  and  ingenious,  but  in  the  present 
day  would  be  deemed  little  more  than  refined  specula- 
tions sublimated  into  visions.  But  none  go  to  deny  the 
depravity  of  the  human  heart,  and  the  sad  consequen- 
ces which  the  fall  of  Adam  has  entailed  on  every  suc- 
ceeding generation,  unless  each  creature  be  regener.v 
ted  and  born  again  through  the  sanctifying  influence  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  They  do  not  believe  in  universal  sal 
vation  in  the  usual  acceptation  of  that  term — they  teacli 
the  sure  reward  of  submission  and  obedience  lo  the  re- 
quisitions of  the  I.oiin,  through  the  mercy  of  God  ii 
Christ  Jescs;  and  believe  fully  in  the  punishment  of 
transgression — for  t/te  wages  of  sin  is  death — death  _ 
the  joys  of  heaven,  and  an  exclusion  fiom  the  presence 
of  the  Lord — Cast  into  utter  darkness,  where  there  is 
weeping  and  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth — where  the 
fire  is  never  quenched—  where  the  worm  never  dicth-  The 
idea  of  a  universal  restoration,  did  exist  among  some  in 
the  early  days,  and  is  to  be  attributed  to  attempts  to  ex- 
plain the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  first  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  and  the  twentieth  chapter  of  the  Revela- 
tions, and  reconcile  some  other  parts  of  the  Scriptures. 
It,  however,  is  never  taught  as  a  doctrine,  but  is  always 
approached  with  the  greatest  caution  and  delicacy,  by 
their  pastor  in  private  conversations  with  the  members, 
who  desire  to  be  instructed  upon  this  subject;  and 
who  invariab'y  admonishes  them  to  be  diligent  in  mak- 
ing their  calling  and  election  sure — to  be  prepared 
for  the  first  resurrection  and  not  to  depend  on  a 
second. 

Though  they  considered  contention  with  arms  and 
at  law  unchristian  and  unbecoming  professions,  yet 
they  were  decided  whigs  in  the  Revolution,  and  have, 
unfortunately,  had  to  defend  themselves  too  frequently 
in  courts  of  justice.  To  set  an  example  of  forbearance 
and  Christian  meekness  they  suffered  for  a  long  time  to 
be  wronged  and  plundered  until  forbearance  was  no 
longer  a  virtue.     In  the  French  war  (the  war  of  1756) 


the  doors  of  the  Cloister,  including  the  chapels,  meet- 
ng  room,  and  every  other  building  were  opened  as  a 
■cfuge  for  the  inhabitants  of  Tulpehocken  and  Paxton 
settlements,  then  the  frontiers,  from  the  incursions  of 
the  hostile  Indians  all  of  whom  were  received  and  kept 
by  the  society  during  the  period  of  alarm  and  danger. 
Upon  hearing  of  which  a  company  of  infantry  was  dis- 
patched by  the  Royal  government  from  Philadelphia  to 
protect  Kphrata;and  on  representation  of  the  character 
of  the  society,  by  the  commissioners  who  were  sent  to 
visit  the  places;  the  Government  made  them  a  present 
of  a  pair  of  very  large  glass  communion  goblets,  which 
was  the  only  recompense  they  would  receive.  At  an 
earlier  period  they  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Penn 
family,  and  one  of  the  young  ladies,  in  England,  com- 
menced a  correspondence  with  the  society.  Governor 
Penn  visited  them  frequently,  and  desirous  of  giving 
them  a  solid  evidence  of  his  regard,  had  a  tract  of  Ji'ive 
thousand  acres  of  land  surrounding  Ephrata  surveyed 
and  conveyed  to  them,  as  the  Seventh  Day .  Baptist 
Manor;  but  they  refused  to  accept  it — believing  that 
large  possessions  were  calculated  to  engender  strife, 
and  itismore  becoming  to  christian  pilgrims  and  sojourn- 
ers not  to  be  absorbed  in  the  gains  of  this  world  and 
the  accumulation  of  properly.  After  the  battle  of 
Brandywine  the  whole  establishment  was  opened  to 
receive  the  wounded  Americans,  great  numbers  of 
whom  were  brought  here  in  wagons,  a  distance  of  more 
than  forty  miles;  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  whom 
died,  and  are  buried  on  Mount  Zion.  Their  doors 
were  ever  open  to  the  weary  traveller,  and  all  visitors 
were  cordially  received  and  entertained,  while  they 
tarried,  as  is  done  in  the  Hospices  of  Europe.  Ail  sup- 
plies were  given  to  the  needy,  even  their  own  beds, 
and  to  stripping  their  own  backs  to  afford  some  shelter 
from  the  "peltingsof  the  pittiless  storm,"  to  those  who 
were  exposed  <o  the  weather  in  inclement  seasons. 

Many  of  the  brethren  being  men  of  education,  they 
established,  at  a  very  early  period,  a  school,  which  soon 
gained  for  itself  an  honorable  reputation,  many  young 
men  from  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  being  sent  here 
to  be  educated.  A  Sabbath  School  was  also  instituted 
for  religious  instruction,  which  flourished  many  years, 
and  was  attended  with  some  remarkable  consequences. 
It  produced  an  anxious  inquiry  among  the  juvenile 
population,  who  attended  the  school,  which  increased 
and  grew  into  what  is  now  termed  a  rivival  of  religion. 
The  scholars  of  the  Sabbath  school  met  together  every 
day  before  and  after  common  school  hours,  to  pray  anil 
exhort  one  another,  under  the  superintendence  of  one 
of  the  brethren.  The  excitement  rim  into  excess,  and 
betrayed  a  zeal  not  according  to  knowledge;  which 
induced  Fbiedsam  to  discourage  an  enterprise,  which 
had  been  commenced,  and  was  partly  under  way, 
namely,  to  erect  a  house  for  their  especial  use,  to  be 
called  Succoth.  Lunwio  Hacker,  or  Brother  Obed  as 
he  was  designated,  who  was  the  teacher  of  the  com- 
mon school,  projected  the  plan  of  holding  a  school  in 
the  afternoons  of  the  Sabbath,  and  who  in  connection 
with  some  of  the  other  brethren  commenced  it,  to  give 
instruction  to  the  indigent  children  who  were  kept 
from  regular  school  by  employments  which  their 
necessities  obliged  them  to  be  engaged  at  during  the 
week,  as  well  as  to  give  religious  instruction  to  those 
of  better  circumstanci  s.  It  is  not  known  in  what  year, 
exactly,  that  the  Sabbath  school  was  commenced. — 
Hacker  came  to  Ephrata  in  the  year  1739,  and  it  is 
presumed  that  he  began  soon  after  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence amongst  them.  The  materials  for  the  building 
were  furnished,  as  is  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  the 
Society,  in  the  year  1749.  After  the  battle  of  Brandy- 
wine,  the  Sabbath  School  room,  with  others,  was  given 
up  for  a  hospital,  which  was  occupied  as  such  some- 
time; and  the  school  was  never  afterwards  resumed. — 
Hacker  at  that  period  was  sixty  years  of  age. 
By  this  time  (1777)  the  society  began   to  decline, 
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not  from  causes  alleged  by  some  writers — want  of  vigor  '  Lehens-Lauf  des  ehrwuerdigen  Voters  in  Ckriato  Fried- 
of  mind  in  the  successor  of  Beissel,  who  died  1768,  for  !  sam  Gotthecht,  &c.  &c.  Zusamen  getragen  von  Br. 
his  successor,  Peter  Miller,  was  a  man  of  much  j  Lamech  und  Aohippa,  1786  pp.  250  large  quarto, 
greater  powers  of  mind.'and  had  the  management  of  (he  I  Music  was  much  cultivated;  Beissel  was  a  first  rate 
establishment  during  Beissel's  time;  and  lo  whose  en-  j  musician  and  composer.  In  composing  sacred  music  he 
ergy  and  perseverance  is  mainly  attributable  the  great  took  his  style  from  the  music  of  naiure,  and  the  whole 
prosperity  of  tlie  institution  in  its  early  days.  The  in-  '  comprising  several  large  volumes  are  founded  on  the 
stitution  was  one  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  in  I  tones  of  the  JEolian  harp — the  singing  is  the  .Solian 
accordance  with  European  feelings:  most  of  the  mem-  harp  harmonized.  It  is  very  peculiar  in  its  style  and 
bers  being  natives  of  Germany.  The  state  of  public  concords,  and  in  its  execution.  Tlie  tones  issuing  from 
opinion  at  Beissel's  death  was  widely  ditfeient  from  the  choir  imitate  very  soft  instrumental  music;  convey- 
what  it  was  during  the  first  fifty  years  after  it  was  es-  ing  a  softness  and  devotion  almost  superhuman  to  the 
tablished,  in  relation  to  politics  and  government,  and  auditor.  Their  music  is  set  in  four,  six,  and  eight 
with  this  march  of  intellect  different  sentiments  were  I  pirts.  All  the  parts  save  the  bass  are  lead  and  sung 
entertained  in  regard  to  religious  institutions.  It  was  j  exclusively  by  females,  the  men  being  confined  to  the 
commenced  as  a  social  community  in  the  midst  of  a  bass,  which  is  set  in  two  parts,  the  high  and  low  bass — 
wilderness — the  hand  of  improvement  made  the  desert  the  latter  resembling  the  deep  tones  of  the  organ,  and 
bloom  as  the  rose,  and  at  thai  time  (1768)  were  sur-  the  first,  in  combination  with  one  of  the  female  parts, 
rounded  by  a  dense  population.  These  circumstances  ,  is  an  excellent  imitation  of  the  concert  horn.  The 
connected  with  incessant  persecution — the  turmoil  and  j  whole  is  sung  on  ihefakello  voice,  the  singers  scarcely 
contention  into  which  they  were  thrown  and  constantly  opening  their  mouths,  or  moving  their  lips,  which 
kept  by  someof  their  envious  neighbors,  were  the  prin-    throws  the  voice  up  lo  the  ceiling,  which  is  not  high. 


cipal  causes  of  its  decline;  which  continued 

until  within  a  few  years,  since  which  it  is  reviving  and 

growing  in  numbers. 

At  an  early  period  they  established  .a  printing  office, 
one  of  the  first  German  presses  in  the  State,  (the  se- 
cond I  believe;)  which  enabled  them  to  distribute  tracts 
and  hymns,  and  afterwards  lo  print  several  large  woiks, 
in  which  the  views  of  the  founder  are  fully  explained. 
Many  of  these  books  have  been  lost  and  destroyed.  In 
the  revoliAionary  war,  just  before  the  battle  of  German- 
town,  three  wagon  loads  of  books,  in  sheets,  were  seized 
and  taken  away  for  cartridges.  They  came  to  the  paper 
mill  to  get  paper,  and  not  finding  any  there,  they 
pressed  the  books  in  sheets.  We  find  the  following,  all 
original  works,  viz:  Urstcenliche  und  Erf ahrungs  voile 
Jlo/ie  Zeugnuess  Wie  man  zum  Geisttic/ien  Leben  und 
dessen  VoUkommenheit  gelangen  mcege,  &c.  &c.  1745, 
pp.  58  quarto — And  in  the  same  volume.  Mystlche 
und  Erfahrungsvolle  Episteln,  &c.  8cc.  (containing 
seventy-lhree  Theosirpisclte  Episteln:)  1745  pp.  294 
quarto; — Das  Gesseng  der  einsamen  und  verlassenen 
U'urtel  Taube  Nemlich  der  Cliristlichen  Kirche,  &c.  &c. 
Ven  eimen  Friedsam  und  nach  der  stillen  Ewigkeit 
wuUenden  Pllger,  8cc.  1747  pp.  500  quarto; — Neu  ver- 
mehrtes  Gesasng  der  einsamen  Turtel  Tauble  1762,  pp. 
330  duod.  (Tills  is  a  continuation  of  the  preceding 
book  and  h.as  the  initials  of  each  writer  to  the  hymns. 
have  not  been  able  to  find  but  one  copy  of  this  book 


and  the  tones,  which  seem  to  be  more  than  human,  at 
least  so  far  from  common  church  singing  appear  to  be 
entering  from  above,  and  hovering  over  the  heads  of 
the  assembly.  Their  singing  so  charmed  the  Commis- 
sioners who  were  sent  to  visit  the  society  by  the  Eng- 
lish Government,  after  the  French  war,  that  they  re- 
quested a  copy  to  be  sent  to  the  Royal  family  in  Eng- 
land; which  was  cheerfully  complied  with,  and  which 
I  understand  is  still  preserved  in  the  National  Library. 
About  twelve  months  afterwards  a  box  was  received  of 
three  or  four  feet  long,  and  two  or  two  and  an  half 
wide,  containing  a  present  in  return.  What  the  pre- 
sent was  is  not  now  certainly  known — none  having  seen 
it  but  FniEDSAM  and  Jaebez,  who  was  then  Prior,  and 
Into  whose  care  It  was  consigned.  It  was  buried 
secretly  by  him,  with  the  advice  of  Beissel.  It  is  sup- 
posed by* a  hint  given  by  jAsrEz,  that  it  was  images  of 
the  King  and  Queen,  in  full  costume,  or  images  of  the 
Saviour  on  the  Cross,  and  the  Virgin  Mary;  supposing, 
as  many  in  this  country  have  erroneously  thought,  that 
the  people  of  Ephrata  possess  many  of  the  Catholic 
principle:,  and  feelings.  The  King,  at  whose  instance 
they  were  sent,  was  a  German,  and  we  may  presume 
that  he  considered  that  they  retained  the  same  views  as 
the  monastic  institutions  of  Europe.  They  have  nearly 
a  thousand  pieces  of  music,  apiece  being  composed  for 
every  hymn.  This  music  Is  lost,  entirely  now,  at  Ephra- 
the  music  books,  but  the  style  ol  singing:  they 


and  believe  it  to  be  the  only  one  extant;) — Erster  Theil    never  attempt  it  any  more.     It  is,  however,  still   pre 


der  Theosophisckin  Lectionen,  Betreffende  die  Schulen 
dea  einsamen  Lebens  1552  pp.  433  quarto.  Paradis- 
isches  Wunderspiel  &.C.  &c.  1766  pp .  472  large  quarto. 
(This  is  another  volume  of  hymns  by  Beissel,  and  the 
brethren  and  the  sisters  of  the  society.  Four  hundred 
and  forty-one  were  written  by  Beissel;  seventy-three 
by  the  brethren  in  the  Cloister,  one  of  which  contains 
215  verses;  one  hundred  by  the  single  sisters,  one  of 
which  contains  250  verses;  and  one  hundred  and  twelve 
by  the  out  door  members; — Delicioe  Ephratenses,  Pars 
1.  Geistliche  Reden,  1773,  pp.  340  quarto;  (for  which  a 
frontispiece  was  engraved  on  copper,  impressions  of 
which  have  also  been  pasted  on  the  title  pages  of  many 
others,  and  the  same  is  (Jut  in  wood  or  type  metal,  and 
imprinted  in  the  later  works.  It  is  a  circle  of  about  three 
inches  in  diameter,  and  contains  an  altar  in  the  fore- 
ground, on  which  is  placed  a  nest  of  young  birds  reach- 
ing up  their  little  necks,  with  open  bills,  and  extend- 
ing their  short  pinions  to  receive  a  dove  returning  to 
them,  with  an  olive  branch;  at  the  right  is  an  humble 
cottage,  and  at  a  distance  on  the  left  is  a  castle,  with 
mountains  in  the  horizon.  On  the  front  of  the  altar  is 
the  following  motto:  "  iVon  omnifius  stmo/;"  with  this 
legend  round  the  margin:  Invenit  Hirundo  nidum 
Je/iova  allaria  tua;'^  and  below  the  altar:  "  DeKcice 
Ephratames.) —  Chronicon  Ephrateme,  Enhaltend  den , 


served  and  finely  executed,  though  in  a  faint  degree, 
at  Snowhill,  near  the  Antietam  creek,  in  Franklin 
county,  of  this  State;  where  there  is  a  branch  of  the 
society,  and  which  is  now  the  prii\cipal  settlement  of 
the  Seventh  Day  Baptists.  They  greatly  outnumber 
the  people  at  Ephrata,  and  are  in  a  very  flourishing  con- 
dition. There  they  keep  up  the  institution  as  originally 
established  at  Ephrata,  and  are  growing  rapidly.  Their 
sinking,  which  is  weak  in  comparison  wilh  the  old 
Ephrata  choir,  and  may  be  likened  to  the  performance 
of  an  overture  by  a  musical  box,  with  its  execution  by 
a  full  orchestra  in  the  opera  house,  is  so  peculiar  and 
affecting  that  when  once  heard,  can  never  be  forgotten. 
I  heard  it  once  at  Ephrata,  in  my  very  young  days, 
when  several  of  the  old  choir  were  still  living,  and  the 
Antietam  choir  had  met  with  them.  And  some  years 
since  I  sojourned  in  the  neighborhood  of  Snowhill  dur- 
ing the  summer  season,  where  I  had  a  fine  opportunity 
of  hearing  It  frequently  and  judging  of  its  excellejice. 
On  each  returning  Friday  evening,  the  commencement 
of  the  Subbath,  I  regularly  mounted  my  horse  and  rode 
to  that  place,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  and  lingered 
about  the  grove  in  front  of  the  building,  during  the 
evening  exercises,  charmed  to  enchantment.  It  whs  in 
my  gay  days,  when  the  fashion  and  ambition  of  the 
world  possessed  my  whole  breast,  but  there  was  such 
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B  sublimity  and  devotion  in  iheir  music,  that  I  repaired 
with  the  greatest  punctuality  to  this  place,  to  drink  in 
those  mellifluous  tones,  which  transported  my  spirit  for 
the  time,  to  regions  of  unalloyed  bliss — tones  which  1 
never  befure  nor  since  heai-d  on  earth,  though  I  have 
frequented  the  English,  the  French,  and  the  Italian 
opera— Ma/  is  music  for  the  ear— the  music  of  Bf.isskl 
is  music  lor  the  soul — music  that  aflTords  more  than 
natural  gratification.  It  was,  always,  a  delightful  hour 
to  me,  enhanced  by  the  situation  of  the  Cloister,  which 
is  in  a  lonely  vale  just  beyond  the  South  Mountain. — 
During  the  week  I  longed  for  the  return  of  that  even- 
ing, and  on  the  succeeding  morning  was  again  irresisti- 
bly led  to  take  the  same  ride,  (if  I  did  not  let  it  be 
known  in  the  evening  tliat  I  was  on  the  ground,  for 
whenever  it  was  discovered,  I  was  invited  and  kept 
the  night  in  the  Cloister) — to  attend  morning  service, 
at  which  time  I  always  entered  the  room,  as  there  was 
tJien  preaching;  but  as  often  as  I  entered  I  became 
ashamed  of  myself,  for  scarcely  had  these  strains  of 
celestial  melody  touche  1  my  ear,  than  I  was  bathed  in 
tears — Bnable  lo  suppress  them,  they  continued  to 
cover  my  face  during  the  service;  nor  in  spile  of  my 
mortification  could  I  keep  away.  They  were  not  tears 
of  penitence,  for  my  heart  was  not  subdued  to  the 
I.OHD,  but  tears  of  ecstatic  rapture,  giving  a  foretaste 
of  the  joys  of  heaven.  | 

I  have  spoken  of  Ephrata  as  it  was,  not  as  it  is.  True,  | 
old  Ephrata  still  stands— its  weather-beaten  walls, 
some  of  which  are  upwards  of  an  hundred  years  old, 
and  crumbling  to  pieces,  rendering  it  more  interesting 
from  its  antiquity.  Many  traces  of  the  olden  time  re- 
main, but  its  life  has  departed.  There  are,  however, 
many  delightful  associations  connected  with  its  moulder- 
ing "walls,  and  hke  some  of  the  dilapidated  castles, 
which  are  apparently  falling  to  the  gjound,  deserted, 
and  given  to  the  rooks  and  owls,  yet  it  contains  many 
habitable  and  comfortable  apartments;  and  there  are 
many  who  love  to  linger  in  its  silent  rooms,  and  sensi- 
bly feel,  while  medita'ing  upon  the  vicissitudes  of  this 
ancient  instituiion,  the  force  of  the  sentiments  of  Volsei: 
•'  Je  vous  salue  mines  solitaires!  Qui:  tandis  que  votre 
aspect  repousse  d'un  secret  eflfroi  les  regards  du  vul- 
gaire,  mon  cocur  trouve  a  vous  contempler  le  charme 
lies  sentiments  profiinds  et  des  haules  pensees." 
There  is  still  a  small  band  who  retain  the  principle  s, 
and  meet  together  regularly  to  worship,  on  the  evening 
and  the  morning  of  ihe  Sabbath;  but  they  are  a  flock 
without  a  shepherd — they  have  the  forms  but  not  the 
spirit,  nor  the  zeal  of  their  predecessors.  The  ancient 
community  have  been  called  "  Zeulota."  Zeal  is,  cer- 
tainly, better  than  indifference,  and  enthusiasm  better 
than'deadness.  Zeal  is  the  life  of  Christianity,  and  it 
is  an  honor  to  a  denomination  to  be  designated  by  a 
title,  even  if  it  be  in  ridicule,  which  imports  their  acti- 
vity and  faithfulness.  The  people  of  Kphrata  now  lack 
that  desirable  quality  for  which  those  of  old  are  stigma- 
tized; fur  that  zeal  would  be  an  honor  to  them  sliould 
they  merit  it.  Ephrata  would  be  a  paradise,  as  it  was 
in  former  days,  were  the  people  now  here,  s.ich  zealots 
as  they  have  descended  fiom.  They  now  partake  more 
of  the  cold  Christianity  of  the  world.  It  must  not,  how- 
ever, be  supposed  that  they  were  ranters  or  made  a 
noise  and  display  of  their  zeal.  It  was  a  quiet,  all- 
absorbing  z^al,  in  which  the  world  and  all  its  vanities 
were  sacrificed  to  pure  and  constant  devotion — they 
were  living  and  moving  in  this  world,  performing  dili- 
gently all  the  duties  that  devolved  upon  them  here,  but 
their  spirits,  and  all  their  conversation,  was  centered  in 
heaven.  Of  them,  who  were  derided  with  the  epithet 
of"  Zealuls,"  Mb.  Wincbestek,  speaking  of  Ihe  peo. 
pie  of  Ephrata,  in  his  Dialogues,  says:  "  I  remember 
the  Rev.  Morgan  Edwards,  formerly  minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Philadelphia,  once  said  to  me:  '  Gon 
tDtit  always  have  a  visible  people  on  earth,  and  these  (the 
Society  of  Ephrata)  are  his  people  at  present,  above  any 
other  tn  the  world,'"— iir.  Winchester  says  further: 


"  1  hey  walk  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances 
of  the  Lord  blamele-s,  both  in  public  and  private  — 
rhey  bring  up  their  children,  (now  speaking  of  the 
married  members,)  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the 
Lord,  no  noise,  rudeness,  shameless  mirth,  loud  laugh- 
ter, is  heard  wiihin  Iheir  doors.  'I'lie  law  of  kindness 
is  in  their  mouths;  no  sourness  or  moruscness  disgraces 
their  religion,  and  whatsoever  tliey  believe  Iheir 
Saviocb  commands  they  practice,  without  inquiring, 
or  regarding  what  others  do.  They  read  much;  they 
sing  and  pray  much;  they  are  constant  attendants  upon 
the  worship  of  God;  their  dwelling  houses  arc  all  houses 
of  prayer." 

There  are  sever.il  single  sisters  remaining  in  the  Con- 
vent, (one  of  whom  has  been  there  forty  six  years,  and 
another  lives  in  a  cottage,  solitary  life,  sixty  years,)  but 
another  government  now  exists.  In  former  days  the 
whole  praperty  and  income  belonged  exclusively  to 
the  single  brethren  and  sisters,  but  now,  by  a  charter 
obtained  from  the  state  Legislature,  at  the  instance  of 
the  single  members  then  remaining,  the  property  is  in- 
vested in  all  the  members,  single  and  married.  Since 
then  the  sisters  in  the  Convent  are  not  supported  out  of 
the  common  slock  and  their  common  labour,  but  each 
has  house  room,  which  all  the  married  members  are 
entitled  to,  who  require  it,  as  well  as  fire  wood,  flrur, 
and  milk,  from  tlie  society,  who  still  possess  the  farm, 
140  acres,  and  a  grist  mill,  ami  a  saw  mill,  and  their 
labor  they  apply  to  their  own  use,  or  dispose  of  it  as 
they  see  proper. 

This  instituiion  has  suffered  the  fate  of  similar  insti- 
tutions in  the  old  countries,  from  the  mutations  of  time 
and  the  natural  consequences  of  the  advancement  of 
general  improvement;  and  especially  from  incessant 
internal  O|)position  and  persecution  with  which  it  had 
to  contend.  Its  indomitable  persecutors  have  been 
removed  to  the  land  where  the  wicked  cease  from 
troubling,  and  the  Society  is  just  escaping  from  heavy 
embarrassments,  which  they  incurred  in  dtfending 
themselves  from  the  aggressions  and  impositions  of 
their  avaricious  neighbors,  and  who  kept  them  in  tur- 
moil and  perplexing  contention,  for  a  long  series  of 
years  It  is  again  looking  up,  and  under  the  new  reg- 
ulations of  the  present  Charter,  is  increasing  in  num- 
bers, and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  still  in  usefulness.  Had 
they  a  shepherd  to  feed  them  with  the  bread  of  life, 
there  is  a  good  prospect  of  it  becoming  a  renewed  and 
vigorous  body,  but  from  their  repugnance  to  support 
a  salaried  minister,  they  have  to  wait  in  patience  un> 
til  the  Lord,  in  his  good  pleasure,  r.Vise  up  one  among 
themselves. 

As  early  as  1758,  there  was  a  branch  of  this  Society 
established  at  the  Bermiidian  creek,  in  York  county, 
about  15  miles  from  the  town  of  York;  some  of  the 
members  of  which  still  remain,  though  they  have  been 
without  preaching  many  years.  Another  was  establish- 
ed in  1763,  in  Bedford  county,  which  still  flourish,  and 
many  members  of  the  present  Society  are  scattered 
through  the  counties  of  the  interior  of  the  State;  so 
that  the  truth  which  was  left  has  not  become  extinct, 
but  is  still  extending,  which  is  particularly  the  case  at 
Snowhill;  and  hope  is  still  entertained,  that  the  little  one 
may  become  a  thousand,  and  the  small  one  a  great  na- 
tion. 


NEW  YORK  AND  ERIE  RAIL  ROAD. 
APPENDIX   A. 
fle;))r<  r/ Bexjamix    Wrioht,   Esa  ,   Civil  Engineer, 
who  was  appointed  bq  the  Governor  to  survey  the  route 
of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail  Road. 
To  Jobs  A.  Dix.  Esquire, 

Secretary  of  State: 
Sir:— His  Excellency  the    Governor   having   been 
pleased  to  appoint  me  to  execute  the  survey,  and  make 
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an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  a  rail  road  from  "at  or 
near  the  City  of  New  York  to  Lake  Erie"  under  the  act 
of  May  6th  1S34,  which  said  act,  requires  me  to  file  the 
report,  maps,  profiles  and  estimates  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  Slate: — 

In  conformity  to  said  act  I  now  present  my  report, 
maps,  profiles,  &c.,  to  be  filed  in  jour  office, as  the 
law  directs,  and  beg  leave  and  thereby 

TO  REPORT: 

That  in  undertaking  the  important  responsible  duty 
of  surveying  the  route  of  a  rail  way  communication 
Jrom  the  Hudson  river,  near  the  city  of  New  York,  to 
Lake  Erie,  I  deemed  it  essential  to  keep  in  view  the 
great  public  objects  sought  to  be  attained  by  the  pro- 
posed work.  It  was  obvious  that  the  road  was  to  be 
constructed,  not  only  for  tlie  accommodation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district  immediately  adjacent  to  the 
route,  but  also  in  order  to  furnish  the  means  of  a  regu- 
lar, rapid  and  uninterrupted  intercourse,  at  nearly  all 
seasons  of  the  year,  between  the  city  of  New  York  and 
the  extensive  and  populous  communities  upon  the 
Western  Lakes  and  waters. 

The  vast  and  acknowledged  benefits  which  had  been 
experienced  throughout  a  great  part  of  the  Slate,  and 
especially  by  its  commercial  emporium,  from  the  con 
slruction  of  the  Erie  Canal,  as  well  in  the  increase  of 
population  and  wealth,  as.in  the  progress  of  agriculture 
and  trade,  the  augmented  value  of  lands,  and  the  rapid 
and  unexampled  growth  and  creation  of  cities,  towns, 
and  villages,  along  the  route,  had  plainly  proved  that 
a  thoroughfare  running  through  the  southern  tier  of 
counties,  and  properly  suited  to  their  topographical 
character  could  not  f.iil  to  impart  similar  advantages  to 
that  important  and  valuable  section  of  the  country. 
While  the  pressing  necessity  of  establishing  a  channel 
o(  communication  within  this  State  which  should  be 
open  during  nearly,  or  quite  the  whole  of  the  winter 
months,  and  thereby  remedy  the  evils  occasioned  by 
its  high  northern  latitude,  had  not  only  been  felt  sensi- 
bly by  the  inh:ibitants  of  the  metropolis,  but  had  excit- 
ed public  attention  throughout  a  great  portion  of  the 
fertile  and  extensive  regions  upon  the  upper  Lakes, 
and  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

The  long  line  of  counties  in  our  own  St.ite,  through 
which  the  road  would  pass,  favored  as  they  are  with  a 
healthful  climate  and  an  enterprising  population,  and 
abounding  in  natural  resources  which  the  proposed 
work  could  not  fail  to  develope,  also  possessed  an  ad- 
ditional importance  in  their  peculiar  topography,  being 
intersected  in  numerous  directions  by  important  streams, 
leading  into  that  section  ol  the  country  from  other  parts 
of  the  stale,  and  thereby  furnishing  striking  facilities 
for  connecting  the  proposed  road  with  lateral  branches, 
capable  of  accommodating  large  masses  of  our  popu- 
lation. 

Keeping  therefore  steadily  in  mind  these  general 
considerations,  I  deemed  it  an  incumbent  duty  in  select- 
ing the  line  of  locatiim  for  the  proposed  road,  to  obtain 
a  route  which  as  far  as  shouldbe  practicable  might  com- 
bine: 

1st.  Reasonable  economy  in  its  construction. 

2d.  Rapidity  and  regularity  of  communication  for 
passengers,  light  merchandise  of  value,  and  the  public 

3d.  Cheapness  of  transportation  for  bulky  commo- 
dities. 

4th.  Facilities  of  connection  with  lateral  branches. 

5th.  The  general  accommodation  of  the  inhabitants, 
and  the  development  of  the  resources  of  the  country 
along  the  route. 

And  I  considered  it  also  necessary  to  take  into  view, 
not  only  the  present,  but  the  prospective  advantages 
of  the  route,  and  to  arrange  the  graduation  of  the  whole 
work,  in  reference  to  such  further  additions   and  im- 


provements as  might  hereafter  become  necessary  in 
order  to  accommodate  a  great  increase  of  trade  and 
transportation. 

Being  guided  by  these  general  outlines,  I  commenc- 
ed the  survey  of  the  rouie  on  the  23d  of  May  last,  un- 
der the  appointment  which  I  received  from  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  on  the  Slst  of  that  month. 

The  work  was  divided  into  tsvo  grand  divisions:  of 
which  the  Eastern  extending  from  the  Hudson  river  to 
Binghampton,  was  under  the  direction  of  James 
Seymour,  and  the  Western  from  Binghampton  to  Lake 
Erie,  was  placed  under  Charles  Ellet,  jr.,  both 
acting  as  my  assistants  and  subject  to  my  supervi- 
sion. 

Those  gentlemen  with  my  advice  and  approbation, 
each  had  sometimes  two,  and  often  three  and  four 
j  parties  employed  in  explorations  through  the  season. — 
From  each  of  them  I  have  received  separate  reports, 
with  their  views  of  plans  and  description  of  country 
j  through  which  each  had  passed. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating,  that  the  surveys  thus 
[  committed  to  their  care,  have  been  executed  to  my 
entire  satisfaction,  and  I  refer  to  their  reports  and 
estimates  of  quantities,  as  exhibiting  the  industry 
j  and  skill  with  which  their  duties  have  been  dis- 
charged. 

J  have  personally  inspected  the  lines  surveyed  nearly 
their  whole  length,  and  have  particularly  considered 
I  and  examined  every  part  of  the  route,  at  which 
i  there  could  be  any  reasonable  doubt  or  difficulty, 
j  and  we  have  fully  advised  and  compared  opinions, 
I  as  to  all  prices  estimated  for  the  graduation  of  the 
work. 

It  is  possible,  and  I  may  say  probable,  that  the 
shortness  of  time  allowed  for  the  completion  of  so  long 
a  line  of  survey,  in  some  instances  not  noticed  by  me, 
may  have  prevented  our  ascertaining  the  very  best 
and  cheapest  route,  of  which  some  poitions  of  the 
country  may  have  been  capable;  but  I  have  become 
perfectly  satisfied  from  the  lines  already  run,  and 
minutely  measured,  that  a  feasible  route  has  been 
obtained,  free  from  formidable  difficulties,  and  ca- 
pable of  being  completed  with  economy  and  des- 
patch. 

A  more  minute  and  careful  exploration  over  some 
particular  parts  of  the  country,  will  enable  the  engineer 
to  adopt  very  considerable  alterations  and  improve- 
ments at  many  points,  both  as  to  graduation,  and  ako 
the  cost  of  the  work. 

The  great  object  of  securing  rapidity  and  regulari- 
ty of  communication  between  the  city  of  New  York 
and  the  Lake,  being  one  of  paramount  importance,  I 
have  studiously  sought  to  avoid  the  use  of  stationary 
steam  power  on  inclined  planes,  as  being  productive  of 
delay,  danger,  expense  and  difficulty;  and  in  this  re- 
spect, have  been  so  successful,  that,  wiih  the  exception 
of  one  single  plane  near  Lake  Erie,  I  have  brought  the 
whole  line  within  the  power  of  Locomotive  Engines, 
drawing  passenger  cars,  light  merchandise,  and  the 
public  mail. 

The  steepest  acclivity  encountered  on  the  whole 
line,  with  the  exception  beforementioned,  will  be  only 
one  hundred  feet  per  mile;  and  having  been  furnished 
with  satisfactory  evidence  that  by  recent  improvements 
in  the  locomotive  steam  engines,  on  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail  road,  they  have  been  enabled  to  ascend  an 
acclivity  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  feet  to  the 
mile,  drawing  between  five  and  ten  tons  weight,  I  rely 
upon  that  fact  in  stating,  that  locomotive  steam  engines 
may  be  advantageously  used  on  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
posed route,  from  the  Hudson  river  to  the  head  of  the 
plane  near  Lake  Erie :  that  they  will  be  able  to  pass  its 
steepest  grades,  drawing  at  least  70  or  80  passengers, 
with  their  baggage  J  while  upon  at  least  nine  tenths  of 
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the  whole  route,  they  will  be  able  to  propel  very  great 
burthens  at  a  great  rate  of  speed. 

In  order,  however,  to  obtain  these  easy  (jrades  of 
acclivity,  1  h»ve  been  compelled  to  pursue,  by  a  ser- 
pentine line,  the  valleys  ol  streams,  and  thereby  to 
lengthen  very  considerably,  the  linear  extent  of  the 
route. 

The  general  face  of  the  country  is  undulating,  and 
marked  by  bold  and  prominent  features;  but  neverthe- 
less, it  is  intersected  by  numerous  rivers  and  their 
branches,  wh  ch  have  a  gentle  descent,  and  fortunately 
pursue  the  general  direction  necessary  for  the  route,  in 
much  of  the  distance. 

It  is  this  all  important  and  cardinal  feature  in  the  to- 
pography of  the  country,  and  the  facdities  wh.ch  the 
valleys  of  those  streams  thus  present,  for  obtaining  gen- 
tle ascents  and  descents,  and  moderate  graduation, 
which  will  explain  the  reason  why  I  have  been  able  to 
find  a  cheap  and  easy  route,  without  the  aid  of  stationa- 
ry steam  power,  through  portions  of  the  state  which, 
to  the  eye  of  the  passing  traveller,  crossing,  as  he  does, 
the  numerous  hills  which  are  traversed  by  the  ordina- 
ry stage  roads,  woidd  seem  to  present  insuperable 
obstacles  to  the  sccomplishment  of  the  proposed 
work. 

An  examination  of  the  plans  and  profiles  returned 
with  this  report,  will  show  that  the  route  instead  of 
passing  directly  over,  goes  around  the  hills;  and  that 
it  has  not  been  necessary  to  surmount  any  considera- 
ble acclivities,  except  in  three  or  four  instances,  in 
which  the  line  crosses  the  natural  boundaries  of  the 
great  valleys  into  which  the  route  is  topographically 
divided. 

It  is  true,  that  the  departure  from  a  straight  line 
thus  occasioned  by  following  the  winding  of  the  water 
courses,  has  considerably  lengthened  the  whole  route 
between  New  York  and  Lake  Erie — But  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  great  rapidity  of  transportation,  and  cheap- 
ness of  construction  have  been  thereby  secured,  and  a 
greater  portion  of  country  accommodated;  that  the 
conformation  otthe  country  wholly  forbade  the  adop- 
tion of  any  other  route,  more  direct,  without  enormous 
expense;  and  that  the  circuity  of  route  will  be  compa- 
ratively less  than  that  of  the  Pennsylvania  canals,  its 
deviation  from  a  direct  line  will  not  be  regarded  as  a 
formidable  obstacle  or  objection. 

The  natural  boundaries  of  the  valleys,  which  are  pur- 
sued by  the  route,  will  serve  to  subdivide  it  into  six 
grand  divisions,  to  wit: 

The  First  or  Hudson  Rivtr  Division,  extending  sev 
enty-three  and  a  half  miles  from  a  point  in  the  Hudson 
river,  twenty-four  miles  north  of  the  City  Hall  of  New 
York,  to  a  poijt  in  the  Deer  Park  Gap,  of  the 
Shawangunk  Mountain,  dividing  the  waters  flowing 
into  the  Hudson  from  those  flowing  into  the  Dela- 
ware. 

The  Second  or  Delaware  Division,  extending  from  the 
point  last  mentioned  through  the  valley  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  its  tributaries  one  hundred  and  fifteen  miles, 
to  a  summit  twelve  miles  N.  W.  of  the  village  of  Depo 
sit,  in  Delaware  county,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  De- 
laware from  those  of  the  Susquehanna. 

The  ITiird  or  Stisguekanna  Division,  extending  from 
the  point  last  mentioned  through  the  valley  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  its  tributaries  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  and  a  half  miles,  to  a  summit  thirteen  miles  S.  \V. 
of  the  village  of  HornellsviUe,  in  the  county  of  Steuben, 
dividing  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna  from  those  of 
the  Genesee. 

The  Fourth  or  Genesee  Division,  extending  from 
the  point  last  mentioned  across  the  valley  of  the  Gene.s- 
see  thirty-seven  miles,  to  a  summit  three  miles  E.  of 
the  village  of  Cuba,  in  Allegheny  county. 

The  Fiflh  or  Allegheny  Division,  extending  along  the 
valley  of  the  Allegheny  and  its  tributaries  eighty- 
three  miles  to  the  head  of  the  inclined  plane,  dis- 
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I  tant  four  or  five  miles  from  Lake  Erie,  on  a  straight 
j  line. 

I  The  Slxlh  or  Lake  Erie  Division,  embracing  the 
short  and  rapid  Descent  to  the  Lake,  including  the 
inclined  plane  and  the  two  branches,  one  to  Port- 
land, nine  miles,  and  one  to  Dunkirk,  eight  and  a  half 
I  miles. 

It  will  be  perceived  by  an  inspection  of  the  profiles, 
1  that  the  only  points  where  the  rates  of  ascent  exceed 
j  60  feet  per  mile,  will  be  found  on  the  summits  above 
I  specified,  as  forming  the  boundaries  of  the  six  Grand 
Divisions  of  the  route.  The  acclivities  in  passing  tlu-se 
summits  are  respectively  as  follows: 

One  grade  of  100  feet  to  the  mile,  in  passing  from 
the  Hudson  River  Division,  down  the  west  side  of 
the  Shawangunk  mountain  into  the  Delaware  Divi- 
sion. 

One  of  70  feet,  and  one  of  61  feet  to  the  mile,  in 
passing  from  the  Delaware  Division  to  the  Susquehan- 
na Division. 

One  of  70  feet  and  one  of  65  feet  to  the  mile,  in 
crossing  the  ridge,  between  the  Susquehanna  and  its 
tributary  the  Chenango  River. 

And  one  of  72  feet  to  the  mile,  in  passing  from  the 
Susquehanna  Division  to  the  Genesee  Division- 

I  have  no  doubt  that  all  these  ascents  and  descent! 
above  specified,  may  readily  be  surmounted  by  locomo- 
tive engines  <" rawing  passenger  cars,  light  merchandise 
and  the  mail.  But  in  order  to  aid  the  passage  ol  bur- 
den cars,  heavily  loaded,  it  will  be  necessary  to  station 
I  at  the  several  points  above  specified,  either  auxiliarf 
locomotive  engines,  as  is  practised  on  the  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  rail  ro.ad,  or  an  increase  of  animal  power, 
as  is  used  in  passing  tlie  Parr  Ridge  on  the  Baltimore 
I  and  Ohio  road.  That  this  can  be  eflTected  without  any 
i  material  interruption  or  inconvenience,  will  be  obvious 
j  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  western  slope  of  the 
'  Parr  Ridge,  on  the  last  mentioned  road,  has  an  ascent 
of  no  less  than  253  feet  to  the  mile,  an  acclivity  nearly 
three  times  as  great  as  the  steepest  grade  on  the  propos- 
ed route,  but  that  it  is  nevertheless  surmounted  at  all 
times  by  burthen  cars  heavily  loaded,  aided  only  by  an 
increase  of  animal  power. 

It  will  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  at  least  three- 
fourths  of  the  heavy  tonnage  passing  on  this  road,  will 
descend  eastward  toward  tide  water.  The  elevation 
I  of  the  head  of  the  inclined  plane  near  Lake  Erie,  being 
1303  feet  above  the  Hudson  river,  the  products  of  the 
I  western  country  passing  eastward,  will  necessarily  de- 
scend 1303  feet  more  than  they  will  ascend,  and  their 
passage  will  consequently  be  aided  to  that  extent  by 
their •iwn  gravitation. 

I  It  is,  however,  by  no  means  impossible,  that  in  the 
1  course  of  twenty  years  the  great  increase  of  the  popu- 
j  latlon  and  agricultural  products  of  the  interior,  and  the 
necessity  of  expediting  their  passage  to  market,  may 
I  render  it  e.xpedient  and  economical  to  adopt  additional 
tracks  with  a  compound  moving  power  and  grades  re- 
duced in  all  cases  to  30  feet  per  mile,  with  stationary 
engines,  operating  on  inclined  planes,  and  located"  at 
Intermediate  points  along  the  road.  In  that  event,  the 
entire  change  might  be  effected  along  the  whole  line, 
without  altering  more  than  thirty  or  forty  miles  of  the 
road. 

And  although  I  do  not  believe  that  this  change  wdl 
ever  be  made  or  become  necessary,  except  in  the  event 
of  so  great  an  increase  of  trade  as  to  make  steady  uni- 
form power  the  best,  in  which  case  I  believe  that  sta- 
tionary power  applied  on  the  present  grades  would  be 
found -best,  and  used  as  Messrs.  Walker  and  Rastrick 
proposed  on  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  road,  as 
reciprocating  power— I  have  thought  it  proper  to  state 
how  far  it  would  aflfect  the  graduation  of  the  road  to 
substitute  planes  and  stationary  power,  and  grades  in 
other  places  of  30  feet  per  mile. 

The  change  of  plan  last  mentioned  would  only  apply 
to  burthen  cars  in  any  event,  as  passenger  cars  Wuuld 
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be   liable   to  less  danger,  interruption  and   delay,  by 
or  extra  animal  power  to  sur- 


using 


the  locomnti' 


lit  tlie  dividing  ridges 
In  makinp;  the  survey  and  location,  I  have  had  lines 
of  e^ploration  made  on  various  parts  of  the  route,  in 
two  or  three  different  d'rections,  and  more  particularly 
near  tlie  Hudson  River,  where  four  difTcrent  routes  to 
several  landings  were  examined,  and  are  all  represented 
on  the  maps  and  profiles  herewith  returned;  and  if  the 
funds  had  held  out  to  accomplish  some  further  exami- 
naticins  in  Rockland  county,  and  time  had  permitted,  1 
shouM  have  pursued  still  another  line  from  a  point  on 
map  No.  1,  marked  Z,  and  followed  on  the  northern 
and  eastw;irdly  side  of  the  Ilackensack  Kiver,  in  the 
directitn  of  the  dotted  line,  so  as  to  join  the  line  which 
runs  to  the  river  at  Tappan.  Such  a  line  ought  to  be 
explored  before  the  final  location  of  the  Road  through 
Rockland  county. 

Another  part  of  the  line  in  Orange  county  ought  also 
to  be  noticed,  as  deseriing  of  further  esaminaiion, 
which  is  exhibited  on  maps  Nos.  3  and  4.  A  strong 
and  ardent  desire  to  accommodate  by  passing  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  so  important  a  town  as  Goshen, 
and  former  examinations  for  a  rail  road  having  produc- 
ed impressions  favourable  to  that  route,  1  had  suppos- 
ed it  would  prove  the  best  ground,  and  therefore  spent 
our  labours  upon  it;  and  it  was  not  until  it  was  too  late, 
that  we  observedtlie  formation  of  the  country  from  near 
Chester  through  by  Florida  and  the  practicability  of 
passing  the  WjII  Kill  near  Pellet's  Islmd,  and  joining 
the  present  line  from  six  or  seven  miles  west  of  Wall 
Kill,  that  we  supposed  we  could  change  from  the  route 
near  Goshen.  This  route  requires  an  instrumental  ex- 
aminaton,  but  unless  it  prove  greatly  superior  to  that 
by  Goshen  as  now  returned,  the  accommodation  of  so 
important  a  town  ought  to  give  it  the  preference.  The 
routes  between  the  Wall  Kill  and  Shawangunk  moun- 
tain are  exhibited  on  the  map  and  profilts,  aid  a  final 
location  on  this  part  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
suggestion  about  the  Florida  route. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  cut  upon  the  top  of  the  Deer- 
Park  Gap,  ^tthich  is  a  deep  depression  of  the  Shawan- 
gunk Mountain,)  about  50  feet  at  the  highest  point — 
This  is  done  in  order  to  reduce  the  grade  upon  each 
sitle,  and  particularly  on  the  west  side,  to  IGO  feet  per 
mile.  The  east  side  can  be  easily  reduced  to  a  grade 
of  60  feet,  for  a  short  distance,  and  then  much 
less. 

I  have  looked  at  this  point,  andgi 
thought,  to  determine  what  ought 


in  reference  to  future  improvemei 
great  increase  of  business  on  this  road 
every  facility  that  the  nnture  of  the  country  will  pm-mit; 
and  it  has  brought  my  mind  to  the  conclusion,  that  be- 
fore the  lapse  of  twenty  yeai-s  after  the  completion  of 
the  road,  a  tunnel  will  be  driven  through  the  mountain, 
of  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  length,  whereby  its 
elevation  would  be  so  reduced,  as  to  peimit  a  grade  of 
probably  75  to  80  feet,  on  the  west  side,  and  about 
30  on  the  east.  As  the  acchvily  of  one  hundred  feet 
to  the  mile  on  the  west  side  of  the  moimtaln,  is  the 
steepest  grade  encountered  on  the  road,  it  has  also  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  well  worthy  of  observation,  how  far 
this  ascent  could  be  relieved,  by  the  adoption  of  an 
inclined  plane  with  a  stationary  engine,  believing,  that 
if  it  is  admis  ible  on  any  intermediate  point  in  the  route, 
it  might  be  employed  at  this  point,  for  the  rehef  of  the 
burthen  cars,  to  great  advantage.  The  idea  of  the 
tunnel  and  the  stationary  engine  will,  however,  be  mat 
ters  of  svibsequent  inquiry,  at  some  future  time,  and 
are  now  referred  to,  only  as  parts  of  an  ultimate  plan, 
proper  to  be  borne  in  mind,  in  the  permanent  location 
of  the  route. 

The  line  located,  then  follows  from  the  Shawangunk 
moun'ain,  by  ;  high  embankment  across  the  valley  of 
Bisher's  Hill,  and  then  crosses  the  Delaware  and  Hud- 
son Canal  without  difficulty,  and  soon  enters  the  Valle 


of  the  Neversink  river,  which  it  follows  to  the  mouth 
of  abranch  of  this  river,  called  the  Sheldrake,  and  up 
that  to  its  source:  thence  crossing  the  heads  of  the  se- 
veral brandies  of  the  Mongaup,  it  reaches  the 
head  of  the  Callicoon,  (a  branch  of  the  Delaware,) 
which  it  follows  to  its  junction  with  the  latter  river. 

An  examination  of  the  ground  plans  will  show,  that  a 
route  has  also  been  surveyed  down  the  Popackton,  or 
eastern  branch  of  the  Delaware,  and  there  are  also  ex- 
hi  ed  and  marked  several  other  routes'thri  a.i;h  Sullivan 
County,  which  have  been  examined,  and  regular  sur- 
veys carried  over  them,  and  profiles  made  of  some. 

The  route  passing  near  Monticello,  which  is  the 
county  town  of  Sullivan  county,  would  on  that  account 
deserve  a  preference,  if  the  facilities  and  advantages 
are  neiirly  equal  as  to  other  points,  such  as  grade  and 
cheapness  of  construction;  and  although  our  surveys, 
as  we  made  them,  did  not  show  as  favorable  a  line  by 
Monticello  as  by  the  other  route,  1  think  a  further  and 
more  critical  examination  should  be  made  through  this 
district  of  country,  to  find  a  more  favorable  route  than 
we  have  yet  seen;  and  should  this  be  the  case,  we 
should,  I  think,  shorten  the  route  some  miles,  and  ob- 
tain the  advantage  of  carrying  it  through  a  more  popu- 
lous and  settled  country. 

Although  the  route  marked  out  on  the  plan  as  follow- 
ing up  the  eastern  or  Popackton  branch,  and  then  the 
Beaver  Kill  and  Willlwemach  and  Little  Beaver,  has 
been  regularly  surveyed,  and  profiles  of  it  returned,  I 
however  consider  the  route  by  the  Callicoon  to  be  so 
far  preferable  that  I  have  not  required  my  assistant  to 
give  me  quantities  on  this  route,  and  have  not  of  course 
estimated  it,  but  it  can  be  done  hereafter  if  necessary 
or  useful. 

In  carrying  the  route  of  the  rail  road  through  the 
heart  of  Sullivan  county,  and  thereby  giving  great  and 
permanent  advantages  to  a  large  district  of  country,  ca- 
pable of  sustaining  a  considerable  population,  I  will 
make  this  passing  remark,  that  by  passing  down  the 
valley  of  the  Neversink.  from  the  foot  of  the  Shawan- 
gunk mountain,  until  I  reached  the  valley  of  the  Dela- 
ware river,  and  then  passing  up  the  Delaware  to  tha 
mouth  of  the  Callicoon,  I  might  have  found  a  route  of 
much  osier  grade,  and  which  would  not  average  over 
fifteen  feet  to  the  mile.  Cut  to  that  plan  there  are, 
in  my  mind,  serious  objectio:is.  1st.  It  would  be  a 
more  exp<  nsive  line  to  grade,  on  account  of  its  pissing 
along  steep  side  hills,  and  heavy  ledges  of  rocks,  re- 
it  considerable  |  quiring  expensive  rock  excavation.  2d.  It  woidd  not 
le  the   prrsent  ;  accommodate  or  be  very  useful  to  Sullivan  countj',  as 


when  the  I  the  country  along  the  bank  of  the  Delaware  is  not  ge- 
II  demand  nerally  favorable  to  cultivation.  3d  It  might  come 
into  collision  with  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal, 
and  perhaps  divert  some  of  its  legitimate  and  fai-  busi- 
ness; and  in  its  construction  it  might  inter/Ire  with  and 
injure  that  important  and  very  u=eful  work, for  the  exe- 
cution of  wh'ch,  its  enterprising  proprietors  deserve  to 
be  gntefuUy  considered. 

The  line  then  passes  up  the  Delaware  from  the  Cal- 
licoon to  the  village  of  Deposit,  from  which  a  lateral 
road  may  easily  be  extended  into  the  heart  of  Delaware 
county.  The  route  theti  crosses  by  a  bridge  the  main 
or  Mohawk  branch  of  the  Delaware,  and  thence  follows 
up  the  Oqungo  Creek  to  its  source,  on  the  route  to- 
wards Brttsburg,  from  thence  it  descends  to  the  Sus- 
quehanna, and  passing  that  river  near  Ninevah,  follows 
up  the  valley  of  Belrlen  Brook  to  its  source,  and  then 
taking  the  head  waters  of  Page  Brook,  follows  that 
down  the  Chenango  to  Binghampton,  or  its  vicinity. 

An  examination  of  the  maps  and  profiles  will  show, 
that  several  routes  have  been  exam'ned  between  the 
Delaware  river  at  Deposit  anti  the  Chenango  at 
Binghampton,  and  that  lines  were  run  on  the  most  fa. 
vorable  ground,  on  a  nearly  direct  course  between  De- 
posit and  Windsor  on  the  Susquehanna,  and  between 
Windsor  and  Binghampton  from  the  Susquehanna  to 
the  Chenango. 
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Both  these  summits,  however,  proved  to  be  consid- 
erably higher  thnn  those  on  the  route  chosen; and  they 
cannot  be  overc(ime  but  by  stationary  steam  power. — 
For  a  more  particular  description  in  detail,  of  the  diffi- 
culties to  be  overcome,  I  re'cr  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Sey- 
mour, and  will  only  add, that  after  having  atteniively  ex- 
amined these  routes,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the 
northern  route  by  Bettsburg  and  by  Nineveh  and  Page 
Urook,  ought  to  be  adopted.  The  route,  moreover, 
will  possess  a  loc.il  advantage  of  peculiar  value,  in  the 
facilities  it  will  give  to  various  branch  rail  roads  leading 
into  the  populous  and  wealthy  sections  of  the  State, 
along  the  valleys  of  the  Upper  Susquehanna,  the  Una 
dilla,  and  the  Onondaga  branch  of  the  Chenango,  and 
thus  accommodating  the  counties  of  Otsego,  Chenan- 
go, and  Courtlandt,  and  parts  of  the  adjacent  coun- 
ties. 

When  the  line  came  near  the  mouth  of  Page  Brook, 
on  the  Chenango,  it  became  a  question  to  determine 
which  side  of  the  Chenango  we  should  pass  down  to 
near  its  niouih.  A  desire  to  approach  near,  and  even 
pass  into  the  growing  and  important  village  of  Bing- 
hampton,  determined  me  to  have  the  survey  made  on 
the  east  side,  but  ascertaining  that  the  Chenango  Ca- 
nal had  not  then  been  finally  located,  I  directed  a  sur- 
vey on  the  w.est  side  also,  and  to  pass  the  river  near 
the  mouth  of  Page's  brook.  This  part  of  the  line  I  do 
not  ciinsider  as  settled,  neither  can  it  be  finally  deter- 
mined until  the  canal  is  nearly  completed;  when  that 
shall  be  done,  we  can  see  if  there  is  a  fair  chance  of 
carrying  our  rail  road  on  the  upper  side  at  a  reasonable 
expense;  and  should  this  be  the  case,  a  pieference 
ought  to  be  given  to  the  east  side  of  the  Chenango,  so 
as  to  approach  near  to  Binghumpton,  and  pass  over  the 
river  near  the  upper  p;.rt  of  that  village. 
.  From  the  Chenango  river,  the  route,  in  following 
down  the  Susquehanna  Valley  for  about  forty  miles, 
passes  through  the  flourishing  vill.ge  ofOwego,  where 
it  will  become  connected  with  the  steamboat  line  now 
in  preparation  for  navigating  the  Susquehanna,  and  also 
with  the  Owego  and  Ithaca  Ra.l  road,  which  will  con 
nect  the  main  line  with  the  important  and  fertile  sec- 
tion of  the  State  adjacent  to  the  Cayuga  and  Seneca 
Lakes.  After  descending  for  forty  miles  along  the  east 
branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  we  approach  ntar  the 
Pennsylvania  line,  north  of  the  Tioga  river,  (being  a 
large  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,)  and  pass  up  its  val- 
ley, by  Elmira,  Big  Flats,  and  Painted  Post,  to  the 
forks  of  the  Conhocton  and  the  Canisteo;  and  then,  fol- 
lowing up  tlie  Canisteo  to  its  source,  we  pass  Ilornells- 
ville.  Almond, and  over  the  summit  between  the  waters 
falling  into  the  Susquehanna,  and  the  waters  of  the 
Genesee  river. 

Of  nearly  130  miles  on  the  route  between  the  point 
where  we  leave  the  Valley  of  Page  Brook,  and  near 
Almond,  the  grades  are  all  extremely  easy  and  favora- 
ble, or  can  be  made  so. 

From  near  Almond,  in  going  on  westward,  we  pass 
the  dividing  ridge,  where,  for  the  piesent,  we  have 
made  our  grade  line  Ti  feet  per  mile,  but  which  can 
be  somewhat  relieved;  and,  passing  down  Dike  Creek, 
we  fall  into  the  Valley  of  the  Genesee  liver,  and  run 
down  that  a  few  miles,  and  then  up  the  Valley  of  Van 
Campens  Brook,  through  the  villages  uf  Friendship 
and  Cuba,  until  we  take  the  Valley  of  Od  Creek;  then 
down  that  to  its  junction  with  Iscliua  Creek,  and  down 
the  Valley  of  Glean  Creek  to  the  Allegheny  nver. 

Through  this  district,  from  the  sunmiil  between  the 
waters  01  the  Susquehanna  and  Gentsee,  and  that  be- 
tween the  water  of  Genesee  and  Allegheny,  we  have 
some  grades  which  reach  50  feet  per  mile,  as  tlie  line 
is  now  run;  but  it  is  believed  that  considerable  im- 
provement will  be  made  in  tliis  part,  on  a  revision  of 
the  line. 

Having  reached  the  Valley  of  the  .\llegheny,wepass 
down  it  about  26  miles,  over  excellent  ground,  gene- 
rally, to  the  Indian  village, near  the  Cold  Spring  Creek.  ' 


There  leaving  the  Allegheny,  we  pass  up  the  Valley  of 
the  Cold  Spring,  and  over  a  small  swell  of  land,  and 
descend  into  the  Valley  of  the  Little  Conewango,  a 
branch  of  the  Large  Conewango;  and,  passing  down 
that  stream,  and  the  Large  Conewango,  passing  the 
village  of  Randolph,  in  Cattaraugus  County,  and  the 
villages  of  Waterboro' and  Kenedy ville,  in  Chatauque 
County,  following  down  the  Valley  of  the  Great  Cone- 
wango to  the  Casadaga  branch,  and  up  that  to  its  junc- 
tion with  Chatauque  outlet,  «e  then  follow  up  the  Ca- 
sadaga Valley  to  Bear  Creek,  and  up  that  to  near  Bear 
Lake.  Here  we  arrive  at  the  dividing  point  between 
the  waters  which  run  southerly  into  the  Allegheny,  and 
those  which  rim  northerly  into  Lake  Erie. 

At  this  point  we  are  only  about  five  miles  in  a  direct 
line  from  Lake  Erie,  and  "40  feet  above  it;  and  here  is 
a  place  where  we  find  ground  favorable  to  descend  by 
one  plane  5:j6  feet  in  a  distance  of  about  one  and  a 
half  (files;  and  at  the  foot  of  this  plane  we  find  i  ur- 
selves  nearly  equi  distant  from  Dunkirk  and  Portland. 

At  Dunkirk  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
have  expended  considerable  money  in  the  construction 
of  a  harbor,  and  are  prep.^ring  to  expend  more.  At 
Portland  there  has  been  no  money  expended,  except 
by  individu  ds.  The  Government  of  the  Un.ted  Slat -s 
have  had  a  regular  survey  and  estimate  of  the  cost  to 
makeahaibor.  I  have  obtained  plans  of  each  of  ih  se 
places,  and  return  copies  of  them  herewith.  It  is  said 
that  the  cost  of  making  a  harbor  upon  the  plan  le- 
ported  by  Captain  Maurice,  of  Portland,  would  be 
§40,000. 

'  will  be  seen  by  the  maps  and  profiles  returned, that 
a  route  was  surveyed  from  Randolph,  in  the  County  of 
Cattaraugus,  up  the  Valley  of  the  Great  Conewango  to 
its  source,  and  then  striking  off  towards  TJunkirk  — 
This  route  was  tried  in  order  to  find  a  more  direct  and 
shorter  course  to  Dunkirk  or  to  Fayette,  at  the  mouth 
of  Silver  Creek.  This  latter  place  has  claims  for  its 
natural  advantages  for  a  harbor,  and  probably  will  re- 
ceive attention  at  some  future  day. 

In  running  the  hne  to  the  head  of  the  Conewango, 
and  from  thence  beginning  to  descend  the  declivity  to- 
wards Lake  Erie,  I  was  in  hopes  of  finding  ground  fa- 
vorable for  descending  at  50  or  60  feet  per  mile,  and 
reaching  Dunkirk  by  that  grade,  and  thereby  doing 
away  the  necessity  of  stationary  steam-power  and  in- 
clined planes;  but  I  found  the  whole  face  of  the  coun- 
try so  cut  by  gulfs  and  intersected  by  ridges,  that  I  was 
defeated  in  my  project,  and  abandoned  it.  The  plan 
ears  to  me  to  deserve  further  exploration  before  a 
final  decision. 

I  had  also  lines  of  survey  run  on  each  side  of  Chatau- 
que Lake,  and  thence  to  Portland,  which  are  particu- 
larly mentioned  in  Mr.  Ellet's  report  to  me;  but  I  have 
not  had  maps  and  profiles  of  them  made- 

In  sel.  cling  the  Casadaga  route,  I  have  considered 
the  advantages  of  its  passing  through  the  centre  of  the 
County  of  Chatauque,  and  approaching  within  about 
three  and  a  half  miles  of  Jamestown,  at  present  the 
largest  of  all  the  towns  in  this  valuable  county.    Its  ap- 


proximation. 


to  the  harbors  of  Portland  and  Dun- 


kirk, tends  to  entitle  it  to  a  preference,  while  the 
strong  probability  that  improvements  will  soon  be  made 
in  the  Allegheny  river  so  as  to  render  it  at  all  times 
navigable  for  steamboats,  and  the  fact  that  it  may  now 
be  navigated  during  a  considerable  period  in  the  spring. 
Tender  it  desirable  to  continue  the  route  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, down  the  valley  of  that  stream,  and  thereby 
facilitate  the  direct  communication  between  the  City  of 
New  York  and  the  great  valley  of  the  Ohio.  And  it 
ought  also  to  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  construction  of 
the  road  as  far  as  this  point,  will  go  f^r  toinsure  its  con- 
tinuation tlirough  the  western  states  to  the  Mississippi 
river,  in  which  event  the  great  western  branch  would 
leave  the  main  line  near  tne  mou'h  of  tlie  Casadaga 
creek. 

The  above  are  the  general  outlines  of  the  route,  but 
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fur  more  minute  particulars,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
Reports  of  my  assistants,  Mr.  Seymour  and  Mr.  Ellet, 
which  are  herewith  presented,  with  ihe  details  neces- 
sary. 

The  total  amount  of  linear  extent  from  the  Hudson 
river  to  Lake  Erie,  will  be  483  mileF,  which  distance 
may  however  be  shortened  from  10  to  15  miles  by  al- 
terations in  the  route,  which  tiay  be  found  desirable 
upon  a  further  survey.  The  curves  upon  the  roads  are 
generally  easy,  none  of  them  having  less  than  500  feet 
radius. 

The  graduation  of  the  road  has  been  estimated 
throughout,  for  a  double  track.inchiciing  embankments 
in  all  cases  of  solid  earth,  and  embracing  all  necessary 
bridges,  viaducts,  and  culverts,  together  with  the  ex- 
penses of  grubbing  and  fencing,  comprehending  in 
fact,  the  whole  cnst  of  the  load,  except  that  of  super- 
intending, of  the  damages  (if  any)  to  be  paid  for  the 
land  to  be  taken,  and  the  expenses  of  the  Engineer  De- 
partment. 

According  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Seymour,  the  expen- 
ses of  graduation,  thub  estimated,  for  the  222J  miles 
between  the  Hudson  river,  and  Binghampton,  will 
amount  to  81,551,982,  being  §6,968  10  100  per  mile; 
and  according  to  the  report  and  estimate  of  Mr-  Ellet, 
the  expense  of  graduation  thus  estimated  for  the  re- 
maining 260i  miles,  will  be  §1,165,536  00  being 
§4,478  51-100  per  mile.  Total  graduation  of  the  483 
miles  §2,717,518,  or  §5,626  33-140  per  mile,  includ- 
ing fencing  in  timber  land  100  feet  on  each  side,  (to 
prevent  trees  falling  on  the  road,)  and  also  all  bridges 
over  rivers,  viaducts,  culverts,  road  crossings,  &c.  &.c. 
Cost  of  grading  as  above,  §2,717,518 

Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies,  271,751 

§2,989,269 


The  cutting  and  embankments  are  all  25  feet  wide, 
and  the  slopes  of  the  embankments  are  one  and  a  half 
base  to  one  perpendicular.  This  I  consider  as  a  per- 
manent and  solid  form,  and  calculated  for  stability. 

The  expense  of  superstructure  will  vary  according 
to  the  particular  plan  which  shall  be  adopted. 

I  have  caused  cross  sections  of  several  different  roads 
now  completed  to  be  drawn,  and  have  also  drawn  some 
which  I  think  well  adapted  to  the  country  through  J 
whieh  tlie  road  will  pass,  for  400  miles,  if  a  wood  and 
iron  road  is  adopted— they  may  be  seen  marked  No. 
5.  That  marked  No.  2,  is  also  of  wood  and  iron,  and 
is  the  common  road  as  now  built  between  Schenectady 
and  Ballston,  and  such  as  will  be  built  between  Sche- 
nectady and  Utica. 

Such  a  road  as  No.  2,  if  built  of  yellow  pine  and  oak, 
or  chestnut,  will  cost  in  Orange  or  Rocklaml  about 
82.830  per  mile. 

Such  as  No.  5,  will  cost  aboat  3,400  dollars  per 
mile. 

Such  as  the  Camden  and  Amboy,  and  the  Columbia 
and  Philadelphia  road,  cost  10  to  12,000  dollars  per 
mile. 

The  Petersburg  and  Roanoke,  cost  about  2,600  dol- 
lars per  mile,  as  I  have  been  informed. 

These  are  all  for  a  single  track,  with  one  turn-out  or 
sideling  to  each  mile. 
If  the  sum  of  $3,400  per  mile  be  take 

it  amounts  to 


?1,642,200 


Add  for  Engineering,  &c. 
S4, 359,718, 


Total, 


dined  plane  and  steam  power  to  operate  upon  it,  and 
also  a  long  and  expensive  wharf  into  the  Hudson  Kiver. 

These  estimates  ai-e,  in  my  opinion,  liberal,  and  such 
as  will  make  an  excellent  road,  and,  as  1  have  before 
observed,  iheie  are  many  places  where  a  great  reduc- 
tion might  be  made  in  the  expense,  by  a  small  altera- 
tion of  the  grade.  There  are  also  very  great  reductions 
which  may  be  made  iii  the  outlay  of  capital  in  the  con- 
struction of  ihis  road,  by  making  timber  work  in  many 
places  where  I  have  made  calculations  of  earth  em- 
bankments. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  when  a  final  location  of  a 
workiug  hne  shall  be  made,  the  Engineer  would  be 
able  to  make  small  variations  in  the  line  which  would 
very  greatly  reduce  the  expense.  I  make  these  re- 
marks to  show  that  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  tnind 
of  the  estimate    being  amply  sufficient  for  grading  the 

1  he  bridges  over  the  large  rivers,  I  have  also  esti- 
mated h  gher  than  they  will  cost,  if  only  built  without 
regard  to  roofing,  or  otherwise  protecting  them  from 
the  weather.  I  have  considered  and  planned  these 
bridges  to  be  only  sixteen  to  eighteen  feet  w  de,  and 
so  formed  as  to  have  a  double  track  over  them,  but  that 
so  fixed  as  that  loaded  trains  of  cars  cannot  pass  each 
other  on  those  large  tjridges.  I  did  not  think  so  much 
weight  as  two  trains  of  loaded  cars  passing  different 
ways,  ought  to  be  permitted  to  pass  on  a  bridge  at  the 
same  time.  It  would  perhaps  bring  fifty  ions  or  more 
on  it  at  the  same  moment,  which  is  improper,  unless  in 
one  long  extended  train. 

1  have  also  estimated  one  turn  out,  or  sideling  to 
each  mile.  If  locomotive  power  is  used  on  the  long 
easy  grades  before  mentioned,  these  turn  outs  ought  to 
be  dispensed  with,  and  only  placed  at  every  five  or  ten 
miles,  as  they  are  found  extremely  troublesome  when 
locomotive  power  is  used, owing  to  the  carelessness  and 
inattention  in  leaving  them  open,  when  they  ought  to 
be  shut  1  find  that  on  Rail  roads  now  in  use,  Ihe  test 
of  experience  has  shown  it  necessary  to  take  up  turn 
outs  which  had  been  placed  every  mile,  and  only  place 
them  once  in  ten  miles,  and  that  at  the  water  stations 
for  the  locomotive;  anJ  in  this  case  the  man  who  at- 
tends the  water  stations  sees  to  the  turn  out  being  in  its 
place,  whenever  the  cars  are  coming  in  sight. 

In  making  the  e^tlmate  1  have  put  down  the  item  of 
fencing  and  also  clearing  away  the  timber  on  each  side 
of  the  Kail  road,  lor  one  hundred  feet  wide,  to  prevent 
trees  from  falling  on  the  road.  These  iti  ms  are  of  that 
kind,  that  in  many  instances  there  may  be  arrangements 
with  the  owners  of  property,  to  save  some  part  of  the 
eetiinated  cost. 

have  said  that  water  stations,  where  locomotives 
are  used,  are  generally  about  10  miles  apart.  This  is 
the  Case  on  some  roads — on  others  these  stations  are  12 
miles,  and  more  distant.  This  is  regulated  by  the  ca- 
pacity of  the  water  cars  or  tanks  carried  by  the  loco- 
motive- 

The  country  through  which  we  pass  is  admirably 
adapted  to  furnish  water  convenient  and  cheap,  as  the 
springs  iw  the  sides  of  the  hills  are  elevated  above  our 
grade;  so  that  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  introduce 
some  aqueduct  logs,  and  bring  the  water  to  the  pro- 
per elevation  required. 

In  the  reports  of  rail  roads  which  have  been  con- 
structed and  are  now  in  use,the  heavy  items  for  pound- 
ed stone,  which  has  been  used  for  filling  up  trenches, 
have  added  very  greatly  to  the  expense.  Experience 
has,  however,  satisfied  most  of  the  practical  engineers 
that  the  road  does  not  stand  as  well  when  laid  on  bro- 
ken stone,  as  when  laid  on  planks  or  limber,  and  the 
estimates  have  been  made  on  the  latter  plan. 

It  is  true,  that  almost  every  where  along  the  line  of 
this  proposed  road,  there  is  small  flat  stone  or  gravel, 
or  sand,  and  when  the  plank  or  scantling  are  laid  in 
trenches,  the  small  flat  stone  may  be  thrown  in  and 


This  sum  will  grade  and  bridge  over  rivers  the  whole 
road  for  two  tracks,  and  put  down  one  track;  which  is 

all  that  oi»|rht  to  be   done   until  the  road   is  travelled  , 

nearly  iu  whole  length,  and  this  also  includes  the  in-    rammed  down,  and  they  operate  as  drains  to  cast  off 
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the  water  from  unJor  these  timbers  into  the  s'de  , 
drains:  and  these  hiing  properly  prepared  to  take 
away  all  water  in  them,  ti.e  bed  of  the  road  is  kept  dry 
and  solid. 

Although  the  appeamnce  of  the  mad  as  located,,  is 
circuitous,  the  cuives  have  all  more  than  500  feet  radi-  ' 
us.  As  we  have  run  the  lines,  and  probably  in  making 
a  final  line  of  locaiion,it  will  be  found  that  the  shortest  | 
or  bolJest  curve  need  not  be  less  than  600  feet  radius,  i 
These  are  easier  curves  than  siime  on  the  important 
roads  now  in  use  in  ilie  United  States,  and  I  do  not  con-  ! 
sider  th»t  any  difficullies  w  ill  arise  in  locomo'.ive  en- ' 
gines  turning  them.  I 

The  report  uf  the  Engineer  on  the  Eastern  Division, 
will  show  two  routes  from  the  t.iwn  of  Liberty,  in  the 
county  of  SullivaJi,  to  ShuhocVing,  at  the  junction  of 
the  Popackton,  or  the  East  Branch  of  the  Delaware, 
with  the  West  Branch  in  Delaware  county. 

I  have  before  observed,  that  the  route  down  the 
Callicoon  was  preferred,  because  it  had  less  difficulty  as 
to  ascent — and  the  Beaver  Kill  route  would  have  one 
inclined  plane  near  Young's  Gap.  This  route  by  the 
Beaver  Kill  is,  however,  nearly  nine  miles  shorier  than 
the  Callicoon  route,  and  admitting  that  the  tunnels, 
(which  are  rrpresented)  are  made  instead  of  going 
round  the  bend  at  liawk  and  Sprague  Mountains,  ihen 
the  distance  will  be  shortened  o  miles,  making  12  miles 
Bliorter. 

But  still  it  appearing  on  a  comparison,  that  the  sa- 
ving in  a'icent  and  descent,  amouiiteii  to  something 
more  than  ot'O  feet,  the  easier  tji-ading  on  the  Callicoon 
route,  and  the  easier  curves  on  the  line  by  the  tjalli- 
c.'on  and  Delaware  than  on  the  Beaver  Kill  route,  de- 
cided my  mind  in  favor  of  the  Callicoon  route,  although 
at  increased  distance. 

The  law  under  which  this  survey  was  made,  pro- 
vides that  it  shall  commence  at  the  City  of  New  York  or 
its  vicinity,  or  at  such  point  as  is  most  eligible  and  con- 
venient. 

I'he  point  on  the  Hudson  River  where  the  road 
would  strike  it,  being  still  subject  to  further  r.  vision, 
and  knowing  that  no  great  difficulties  could  arise  in  lo- 
cating the  roadthri'Ugh  the  county  of  \Vestcliester,the 
want  of  time  and  means  prevented  my  effecting  this 
survey.  Considerations  of  policy  would  require  this 
piece  to  be  delayed  until  the  other  parts  shall  be  in 
great  forwardness,  and  then  it  will  be  made  without 
doubt. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

BENJAMIN   WRIGHT, 

Civil  Engineer. 

January,  1835- 


those  of  Potatoe  Creek,  Stanton  Creek,  and  Kenjua 
Creek  on  the  north,  and  thence  to  the  town'of  Warren; 
then  up  the  valley  of  the  Framptoi>'s  branch  of  Broken 
Straw  Creek,  to  the  land  between  French  Creek  and 
the  South  Fork,  then  cnissinj  French  Creek,  still 
keeping  along  the  dividing  ridge  to  the  land  I'lcked 
harbour  at  the  town  of  Erie. 

Take  the  large  map  of  Pennsylvania  and  draw  a 
straight  line  from  Dunn^town  to  the  town  of  Eric,  ami 
then  trace  the  above  r.iutes  and  see  ii  it  is  not  the  most 
direct  practicable  routes  for  a  rail  road  between  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Lakes,  of  any  that  has  yet  been  sug- 
gested. 

Ihe  hills  generally  run  nearly  parallel  with  the 
streams  hence  almost  any  desirable  grade  can  be  pre- 
served, very  few  ravinesand  still  fewer  streams  will  have 
to  be  crossed. 

It  is  a  curious  and  well  know  fact  that  the  mountains 
of  northern  Pennsylvaniado  not  divide  the  waters  whicU 
empty  into  the  Atlantic,  from  those  which  empty  into 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  from  those  which  empty  into 
the  Lakes, — but  that  these  waters  are  divided  in  some 
places  by  table-land,  comparatively  level — in  one  rase 
the  waters  from  a  ditch  dug  on  the  summit  level 
runs  from  one  end  into  tlie  Allegheny,  and  from  the 
other  into  the  Susqurhanua. 

By  following  neaily  the  same  course  as  above  de- 
scribed,a  Canal  can  be  made  from  the  present  Canal  at 
Diinnstown,  to  the  French  Creek  feeder,  and  thence  to 
Lake  Erie — the  west  branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  and 
also  the  m.iin  branch  of  the  SiiinamahmiiMg  Creeks,  are 
for  the  most  part  for  very  level  streams — so  much  so 
thai  in  descending  in  a  Canoe  above  when  we  became 
tirtd  of  rowing,  and  were  resting  on  our  ours,  the  wind 
would  sometimes  blow  up  the  stream.  There  is  plen- 
ty of  water  on  the  summit  level — so  says 

ONE  WHO  KNOWS. 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 

TAPPING  L.\KE  ERIE. 
Our  northern  neighbours  are  attempting  to  open  a 
communication  between  the  Lakes  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  by  means  of  their  Rail  Koad.  It  is  well  in  them 
to  do  so,  it  will  help  to  counterbalance  the  disadvan- 
tages attending  their  Canal  transportation  during  their 
long  winters— but  is  it  wise  in  us  supinely  to  lay  still 
until  their  work  is  finished  before  we  begin' 

We  can  tap  Lake  Erie  at  a  better  place  than  they 
can,  and  by  a  route  much  shorter  than  theirs.  The 
shortest,  and  it  is  believed  the  best  route  fur  a  rail  road 
between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Lakes  would  be,  from 
Philadelphia  to  Norr.stown,  Reading,  PottsviUe,  Sun- 
bury  (thus  far  a  rail  road  is  m  ide  or  making)  Milton, 
Muncy  or  Peniisborough,  Williamsport,  Jersey  Shore, 
Dunnstown,  (headof  Caial  navigation  at  present)  then 
along  the  north  side  of  the  west  branch  of  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  through  Farrandville  to  the  Sinnamahon- 
ing  Creek,  then  up  the  valley  of  that  stream  to  the 
Driftwood  branch,  and  up  that  valley  to  the  table  land 
dividing  the  waters  of  Cooper's  Creek,Furnace  Creek, 
Iron  Creek,   and  Teoiiista  Creek  on  the  south,  from 


"FIRE  ASSOCI.VTION  OF  PHILADELPHIA." 

At  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Delegates  of  the 
Association,  held  on  Monday  evening,  the  2d  ins.,  the 
following  preamble,  resolutions,  and  recommendations 
were  adopted. 

Whereas,  the  frequent  occurrence  of  riots  and  disor- 
ders at  fires,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the 
same,  among  the  members  of  the  Fire  Companies,  is 
one  in  the  highest  degree  disreputable;  and  calcula'ed 
to  involve  the  Department  in  Dsgiacc — and  whereas, 
it  is  incumbent  upon  every  member  uf  ihe  Fire  Depart- 
ment, who  properly  regards  his  own  reputation,  and 
that  of  the  Co.iipany  to  which  he  is  atUched,  to  give 
his  most  strenuous  aid  in  endeavoring  to  put  a  stop 
to  all  Violations  uf  order  and  breaches  of  the  peace. — 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  by  the  Delegates  of  the  Fire  Association, 
representing  nearly  all  the  Companies  of  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,  that  among  firemen,  actuated 
by  giiod  motives,  and  governed  by  coiTcci  principles, 
there  is  not  the  smallest  occasion  for  riotous  disturban- 
ce? at  fires,  in  going  to  or  returning  from  the  same,  or 
at  false  alarms,  and' that  all  such  disturbances  are  with- 
out apology  or  excuse,  and  most  disgraceful  to  those 
concerned. 

Resolved,  that  the  leading  principle  upon  which  all 
Fire  Companies  is  based,  is  pure  benevolence,  and 
that  pure  benevolence  can  never  justify  a  resort  to 
violence. 

Resolved,  that  believing  that  many  of  the  disturb- 
ances among  firemen  originate  with  idle  and  mischiev- 
ous boys,  who  are  permitted  to  assist  in  conve)  ing  car- 
riages to  and  from  a  fiie,  and  who,  in  consequence  of 
this  permission  frequently  assume  the  prerogatives  of 
members,  and  class  themselves  as  members,  though  not 
recognized  as  such  by  the  companies,  the  Delegates  do 
earnestly  recommend  the  adoption  by  each  company  of 
the  following  suggestions: — 
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Htcommendatioii  Ist — That  no  boy  be  permitted 
to  take  hold  of  the  rope  of  any  carriage,  at  any  lime 
or  it^  any  manner  to  assisl  or  participate  in  the  duties  of 
firemen,  as  connected  witli  company  arrangements. 

Recommei.dation  2d. — That  no  F  re  or  Hose  Com 
pany's  apparatusbe  removed  from  its  location,  belween 
sunrise  and  10  o'chick,  P.  M-  on  Sabbath  days,  nor  oji 
secular  evenings,  between  sunset  and  10  o'clock,  P.  .VI. 
unless  the  State  House  Bell  shall  ring  or  unless  it  be 
positively  known  to  an  accredited  member  that  there  is 
a  fire. 

Recommendation  3d, — That  no  person  be  admitted 
as  a  member  of  the  Fire  Department  under  the  age  of 
18  years;  and  no  person  of  any  age,  whose  habits  arc- 
believed  to  be  irregular  and  disorderly,  and  likely  to 
bring  the  department  into  disrepute. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  labors  of  firemen  are  materi- 
ally embarrassed  at  fires  by  the  crowds  of  boys  and 
others,  who  render  no  assistance  in  arresting  the  pro- 
gress of  the  flames,  the  Delegates  do  earnestly  recom 
mend  to  all  parents,  guardians  and  masters,  having 
children  and  youth  in  charge,  to  prevent  them  from 
leaving  their  homes  in  times  of  fires  or  alarms,  and  also 
to  prevent  them  from  congregating  in  the  vicinity  of 
Engine  and  Hose  houses,  by  which  the  peace  and  the 
quiet  of  our  citizens  are  disturbed. 

Resolved, _That  the  forej;oing  be  signed  by  the  Pre- 
sident and  Secretary,  and  a  copy  tliertof  be  sent  to  the 
President  of  each  Engine  and  Hose  Company  in  the 
City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  with  a  request  that 
the  same  be  submittal  to  the  action  of  the  Company 
over  which  he  piesides,  and  that  the  Preamble,  Reso- 
lutions and  Recommendations  be  published  in  all  the 
daily  and  weekly  papers.  By  order  of  the  Board  of 
Delegates. 

PHILIP  GARRETT,  President. 

Arsbiw  Bdtler,  Secretary. 


THIRTEENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT, 
7o  the  Mercantile  Library  Cumfiany. 

In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  the  Constitution  of ; 
this  Company,  the  Board  of  Directors  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report.  i 

The  course  of  events  during  the  past  year  has  not  pro- 1 
duced  any  changes  of  consequence  to  the  interests  of 
the  institution.  It  has  been  tranquilly  moving  forward  i 
in  the  path  of  its  usefulness,  augmenting  the  sources  of, 
information,  in  proportion  to  its  means,  and  tlie  Board 
cherish  a  confidence,  which  they  believe  to  be  well 
grounded,  that  the  objects  of  the  company  are  in  a  safe 
and  sure  train  of  gradual  accomplishment.  I 

In  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  at  the  last  annual 
meeting  of  the  Company,  that  the  Board  of  Directors 
should  endeavor  to  procure  more  commodious  appart- 
ments  for  the  accommodation  of  the  visiters  to  the  Li- 
brary, this  subject  has  engaged  much  of  their  attention. 
It  has  not  been  found  practicable  to  obtain  such  a  situa- 
tion, as  would  unite  the  advantage  of  spacious  accom- 
modations, permanence  and  a  central  position,  conve-  i 
nient  to  the  greater  part  of  the  stockholders  and  sub-  I 
scribers  who  visit  the  Library.  i 

Several  points  fur  a  new  loc.ition  have  been  suggested 
to  the  Board,  and  their  advantages  and  disadvantages 
have  been  particularly  examined  and  discussed.  In 
some  it  has  been  found  th>at  the  rent  demanded  was 
higher  than  the  present  resources  of  the  company  would  j 
warrant.  In  others,  not  subject  to  this  objection  the 
security  of  the  Library,  the  value  of  which  is  daily  ap-  \ 
predating  by  the  addition  of  new  books,  was  not  con-  | 
sidered  as  great  as  its  present  location,  evidenced  by  a 
demand  for  an  increase  of  premium  on  the  Insurance 
against  loss  by  fire,  while  in  other  situations  which  have 
been  proposed,  the  advantage  of  a  central  position  in 
the  more  densely  populated  portions  of  the  city  was  not 
to  be  attained. 


That  a  change  of  location  is  necessary,  the  Board  are 
i.bundantly  convinced.  But  tlx  y  are  of  opinion  that 
the  change  should  not  be  made,  until  it  can  be  done 
upon  a  footing  of  permanence,  and  so  as  to  render  anr 
future  removal  unnecessary,  at  least  for  many  years  to 
come. 

Th  s  can  be  done  only  by  the  purchase  or  lease  of  a 
piopeity  suitiible  lor  the  purpose;  and  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Bo..rd,  the  former  would  be  the  most  desirable. — 
From  information  which  they  have  obtained  in  the 
course  of  their  inquiries  into  the  subject,  they  conceive 
that  opportunities  may  present  during  the  coming  year, 
by  which  their  successors  in  office  may  be  enabled  to 
,-ecui  e  a  suitable  location  for  the  library, and  they  would 
respectfully  recommend  the  subject  to  their  particular 
attention. 

Several  subscribers  having  neglected  to  pay  up  their 
subscriptions,  and  refusing  to  do  so  when  called  upon 
for  that  purpose  by  the  collecting  officer,  the  Board 
have  caused  their  names  to  be  stricken  from  the  fist  of 
subscribers,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  in  the  con- 
stitution to  that  eflfect.  While  adverting  to  this  sub- 
ject, the  boaj-d  takes  occasion  to  say,  that  the  advant- 
ages of  the  institution  would  be  much  increased  by  a 
more  punctual  attention  on  the  part  of  the  stockholders 
and  subscribers,  to  the  liquid-ation  of  the  semi-annual 
payments  due  fiom  them.  The  expense  of  employing 
an  agent  to  collect  these  suras,  is  considerable.  If 
saved,  it  could  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  new 
works;  and  the  want  of  punctuality  in  the  receipts 
leaves  the  treasury  sometimes  bare  of  funds. 

To  all  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  success  of  the  in- 
stitution, tie  mere  staiement  of  the  case,  will,  tha 
Board  believe,  be  sufficient  to  prevent  its  recurrence 

j  and  to  insure  greater  punctuality  in  the  receipts. 

The  number  of  members  composing  this  company  at 

I  present,  570,  of  whom  475  are  stockholders  and  95  sub- 

l  scribers. 

I        There    remain    on    hand    twenty-eight    shares    of 
stock. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  is  at  present 
4,489,  of  which  325  have  been  added  during  the  year 
which  has  just  expired.  Of  these,  sixteen  volumes 
were  presented  to  the  Library  by  C.  N.  Buck,  Junr. 
and  five  volumes  were  presented  by  Thomas  P.  Cope, 
Esq. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  loaned  out  for 
perusal  12,311  volumes. 

There  are  seven  daily  newspapers,  and  eleven  month- 
ly and  quarterly  periodicals,  subscribed  for  by  the 
company. 

The  receipts  for  the  past  year  have  amounted  to 
§1,299  and  60  cents.  The  expenditures  for  the  same 
time  have  been  gl,323  and  36  cents;  leaving  a  balance 
due  from  the  company  to  the  treasurer,  of  g23  and  76 

The  receipts  for  the  present  year  are  estimated  at 
gl,325.  The  expenditures  at  §1,020,  leaving  an  esti- 
mated surplus  of  jgSOO,  applicable  to  the  purchase  of 
new  books. 

The  Treasurer's  Report  cnntains  the  details  of  the 
several  items  of  receipt  and  expenditure  and  the  ground 
of  the  estimates  for  the  present  year  which  is  herewith 
respectfully  submitted. 

The  objects  of  the  fuundat'on  of  this  institution  were 
of  the  purest  character— calculated  to  afTord,  to  a  widu- 
spnad  and  most  interesting  circle  of  society,  access  to 
standard  works,  in  the  current  literature  of  the  day,and 
the  records  of  passing  events,  at  a  reasonable  expense 
— creating  inducements  for  the  appropriate  employ- 
ment of  valuable  time, to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge. 
It  has  been  a  source  of  unmixed  gratification  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  observe  that  its  advantages  have 
been  appreciated,  and  tl.at  a  large  number  of  visitors 
have  avaded  themselves  of  the  opportunities  which  it 
has  aflTorded. 
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The  increase  of  the  Library  widens  its  sphere  of  use 
fuhiess,  and  adds  to  its  attractions,  fur  all  those  »  ho  are 
anxious  lo  inform  tliemselves;  and  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, in  surrendering  their  charge  over  its  interest  to 
their  successors  in  office,  express  their  warmest  wishes 
for  the  continued  prosperity  of  the  institution,  and  its 
increasing  influence  upon  ihe  welfare  of  those  who 
embrace  the  opportunities  il  holds  out  for  improvement, 
and  the  good  order  and  hippiness  of  society. 
All  of  which  is  respec'fully  submitted. 
By  order  of  tlie  Boar.l, 

THOM.\S   P.  COPE,  President. 
,loH!»  WKLsn,  Jn.  Secretary. 
Philadelphia,  Jan.  1835. 

The  following  persons  were  duly  elected  officers  for 
the  year  1835,  viz: 

DIRECTORS. 
Thomas  P.  Cope,  Thomas  Biddle, 


Imsley, 
Joseph   H    Dulles', 
John  Welsh,  Jr. 
Chas.  W.  Churchman, 
Nathan  Dunn, 

and  Isaac  Bart 
Treasurer,  JOHN  FAUSSET. 


John  M.  Atwood, 
John  M.  Van  Harlingen, 
John  A.  Brown, 
Geo  W    Fdwards, 
Davis  B.  Sl.,cey, 


WEST  PHILADELPHIA  RAIL  ROAD. 
F.xtrart  from    the  Report  of  Mr.  Htmy  R.  Campbell, 
Engineer,   upon  the    routes  proposed    for  the  West 
Philadelphia  R^il  Road. 

With  a  wish  to  furnish  the  committce.witli  all  desirable 
information,  Mree lines  have  been  surveyed,  which  com- 
mence at  a  point  near  the  permanent  bridge,  and  form 
a  junction  near  Hesionville  on  the  Lancaster  Turnpike, 
the  first  of  ihese  is  the  centre  line,  which  runs  nearly 
parallel  to  the  Turnpike.  The  counlry  through  which 
it  passes  rises  rapidly  from  the  shore  of  the  Schuylkill 
river  to  an  elevation  of  101  tett,  which  is  overcome  by 
a  uniform  grade  of  50  feet  per  mile,  the  grading  being 
generally  heavy  and  expensive.  This  part  of  the  luie 
is3J  miles  in  length. 

The  southern  line  extends  down  the  river  bank  into 
an  ascending  grade  of  23  feet  per  mile  for  1|  miles, 
passes  east  of  the  alms  house,  and  enters  the  valley  of 
Mill  Creek  at  Maylandville,  which  it  ascends  by  a  grade 
of  30  ftret  per  mile,  to  its  junction  wilh  the  northern 
line  above  mentioned — the  distance  being  4^lh  miles, 
and  greater  than  line  No.  1  by  Jths  of  a  mile. 

The  northern  line  runs  from  the  same  point  before 
mentioned,  near  the  permanent  bridge,  up  the  Schuyl- 
kill river  to  a  point  near  Fairmount  Locks,  and  ihence 
curving  to  the  left  it  passes  up  a  small  ravine  to  an  in- 
tersection with  the  centre  line  near  Hall's  tavern.  This 
line  is  J  a  mile  longer  than  the  centre  line,  and  Jths  of 
a  mile  shorter  than  tlie  southern  line,  the  grade  will 
vary  from  20  to  40  feet  per  mile.  In  extending  the  le- 
vels and  surveys  from  Hestonville  to  the  Columbia  and 
Philadelphia  Rail  Road,  but  one  route  presents  itself  as 
prac/icubk,  whicli  is  in  the  valley  of  Mill  Creek,  and 
rises  at  the  rate  of  40  feet  per  mile  for  a  distance  of  5 
miles  to  a  junction  wilh  the  Columbia  Rail  Road,  about 
2  miles  west  of  the  Gen.  Wayne  Tavern.  The  estimate 
for  grading  the  centre  line  gl2U,000  and  the  cost  of  la>- 
ing  a  double  track  of  rails  will  be  about  g80,000,  mak- 
ing the  cost  of  this  route  §200,000. 

'I  he  estimate  for  grading  the  .southern  line  is  $125,- 
000,  and  the  cost  of  laying  a  double  track  of  rails  ICO,- 
000  making  a  total  sum  of  $225,000. 

The  estimate  for  gradingthe  northern  line,  is  $130,000 
and  the  cost  of  laying  a  double  track  of  rails  §85,000, 
making  a  total  sum  of  §215,000. 

The  length  of  the  proposed  road  by  the  several  lines 
is  as  follows.  By  the  centie  line  8  J  miles,  by  the  south- 
ern line  9i  miles,  and  the  northern  line  8J  miles. 


A  glance  at  the  map  will  afford  sufficient  evidence 
ihat  the  plan  is  not  only  practicable,  but  one  which 
will  be  benfficial  to  the  community,  and  profitable  to 
the  capitalist  »nd  stockholders. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  enter- 
prise, I  remain  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
[Signed,]  HENRY  R    CAMPBELL, 

Dec.  27,  1834.  Civil  Engineer. 

Live  sveight  of  thirteen  sheep,  raised  by  Jesse  James, 
of  Westtown,  and  weighed  on  the  14th  day  of  Februa- 
ry, 1835. 

Number  1  weighed,  230  lbs. 

"     2         "  214     " 


"  5  "  205  '• 

"6  "  203  '• 

..  7  ..  202  " 

"  8  "  201  " 

"  9  "  205  '■ 

"  10  •'  199  " 

«  ji  ..  191  .. 

"  12  "  187  " 

"  13  "  168  " 

PUBLIC    SALE  OF    REAL  ESTATE. 

M  the  Philadelphia  Exchange,  Feb.  19,  1835. 
Bt  C.   J.   WoLBr-BT. 

A  Lot  of  Ground  on  Hanover  street,  Kensing- 
ton, 1 16  feet  by  61,  §2,500 

A  Lot  at  the  corner  of  Beach  and  Hanover 
street,  25  feet  by  100,  1,575 

A  Lot  on  Hanover  street,  80  feet  by  49,  1,650 

One  fifth  of  one  half  of  a  Lot  on  Market  street, 
between  Schuylkill  5th  and  6th  streets,  23  feet 
by  176,  260 

A  Lot  on  Coates  street,  west  of  Ninth  street, 
36  feet  by  154,  to  Melon  street,on  which  it  fronts 
78  feet,  2,000 

A  Lot  400  feet,  on  the  west  side  of  Schuylkill 
7th  street,  by  198,  on  Locust  and  Spruce  sts.       38,000 

A  three  storied  Brick  house  and  Lot  on  Gar- 
den street,  above  Callowhill  street,  15  feet  by 
68.     Subject  to  a  ground  rent  of  $28,  1,500 

The  Pot  House,  Lot,  &c.  35  feet  on  Beaver 
Court,  by  86  feet.  Subject  to  two  annuities  of 
£6  each,  4,040 

A  four  storied  Brick  Stores  and  Lot  on  Mar- 
ket street,  near  Schuylkill  7th  street,  20  feet  by 
170.     Subject  to  a  ground  rent  of  §160,  $2,325 


rALLSTOK,    IIEAV 


2:-d,  1835. 


AViUiam  Henry: 

Dear  Friend — Below  in  the  account  of  the  late  cold 
weather  in  th  s  place. 

2d  mo.  r,     7  o'clock.  A-  M.  10»  below  0 

12  M.  4     above  0 

3  p.  M.  2     below  0 

9  p.  M.  5         "      0 

8,  7  A.  M.  6  '<  0 
1  p.  M.  4  above  0 
9                  p.  M.  3     below  0 

9,  7  A.  M.  19         "      0 
12                 M.                      10     above  0 

9  p.  M.  4         "0 

10,     7  A.  M.  10    below  0 

The  morning  of  the  9ih  was  the  coldest  I  have  any 
record  of  in  this  place,  being  120°  colder  than  the  hot- 
rest  day  last  summer,  being  at  one  time  101  degrees 
which  was  five  or  six  degrees  warmer  than  I  had  be- 
fore known. 

Respectfully,  A.  W.  T. 

N-  B.  —A  thermometer  should  be  placed  m  the  shade, 
free  from  any  remote  n  flection,  and  detached  from 
any  building.— jBsoi'^r  Argus. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


[March 


THE   WEATHErt. 

State  of  the  thermometer  at  tlie  State  Capitol  Ilar- 
r'.sbuigh,  during  the  late  cold  weather  On  Friday 
morning  it  began  lo  relax. 

Sunrise.    10  P.  M.     Sun  Set.     Wind. 


Thurs.  26  Feb. 
Friday  27 
Satur.  28 
Sund.  1  March 
Mond.  2 
Tucs.  3 
Wed.  4 
Thurs.  S 
Friday    6 


W. 

N.  W. 
W. 

s.  w. 
s.  \v. 
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RECORD  OF  THE  WEATHKR. 


Expenses  authorized  by  Councils,    10,225  96 
Broad  street  rail  road,  2,372  31 

gl93,653  30 

Of  whch  about  7000  were  for  account  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  rental  of  the  city  property  for  1835  is  computed 
at  §40,221  00. 

THE  WATER  WORKS. 

We  have  received  the  annual  Report  of  the  watering 
Committee,  from  which  the  following  particulars  are 
derived  for  the  present  week.  In  a  future  number  the 
report  at  length,  and  such  of  the  statements  as  are  most 
interesting  to  the  public,  will  be  given. 

The  expenditures  in  1834  were  ^65,163  36,  viz: 


For  distribution, 
For  iron  pipes, 


Feb.  16.  The  streets  and  trees  covered  with  a  gl: 
of  ice,  rain  having  fallen  and  frozen. 

21.     The    Delaware    opened     and    some    vessels  i  ^<"'  buildings, 
came  UD-  i  ^""^  ^^'^  Mount  works,  and  balance  due 

27.  A  snow  storm  commenced  last  night.  It  fell  3  to        ■*■■  ^-  Grover,  in  1833, 
4  inches  deep .  I  ^ <""  ^^eel  and  pump  No.  6, 

»larch  1.   Severely  cold  all  day,  and  the  night  nearly  [  *'°''  ^''*«'"  Power, 
as  cold  as  any  we  have  had  this  winter.  ''"'■  incidentals, 

2.  At  dawn  of  morning  the  mercury  only  4°  above    Salaries, 
zero,  the  rivers   again   closed   for  the   third  time    thisi 
season — a  very  rare  occurrence — the  navigation  of  both 
rivers  cnntinuedobstructed  till  the  9th  instant. 

10.  One  of  the  most  stormy  days  we  have  had  this 
winter.  It  rained  in  the  morning — from  11  till  1  o'clock,  | 
it  hailed,  and  then  began  to  snow.  The  snow  fell  in 
greater  quantities,  and  more  rapidly  than  we  ever  re- 1 
collect  to  have  seen — notwithstanding  the  bad  (o"nda- 
\\on  from  the  preceding  rain,  the  ground  became  soon  I 
covered,  and  in  about  an  hour  the  snow  had  fallen  to  the  [ 
depth  of  three  or  four  inches,  it  ceased  about  sun- ' 
down,  and  left  the  surface  covered  to  the  depth  of 
eight  or  nine  inches.  It  was  decidedly  the  greatest  fall 
of  snow  the  past  winter.  Wood  became  so  scarce  as  j 
to  command  for  oak  $8  to  9,  and  hickory  11,  during  the  I 
period  when  the  river  remained  closed;  the  price  has  [ 
now  fallen  to  the  old  rales. 


I  The  amount  paid  into  the  Treasury  in 
1834,  from  water  rents  and  for  articles 

I      sold  is, 

I  The  estimate  for  incidental  expenses  for 
1835  is, 

i  For  permanent  expenses, 


#4,930  42 
22,322  64 
6,047  00 

14,599  81 
10,965  90 

2,182  49 
875  10 

3,240  00 

§65,163  36 


§85,524  32 


14,000  00 
30,000  00 


$44,000  00 


EXPENDITURES  OF  THE  CITY. 
From  the   Annual  Report  of  the  City  Commissioners 
ve  learn  that  there  were  expended  in  1834, 


For  new  paving, 
Unpaved  streets. 
Cleansing  the  city. 
Docks  and  sewers. 
Lighting  and  watching. 
Pumps  and  wells, 
Regulating  ascents,  &c. 
Expenses  of  offices. 
Services  with  market. 
Incidental  expenses  of  Councils, 
Repaying  over  water  pipes, 
City  property, 
Forchase  of  paving  stone. 
Repairing  footways. 


§31,912  33 

5,912  65 

32,463  43 

8,456  15 

49,934  30 

4,056  12 

953  57 

974  76 

712  90 

251  92 

11,303  52 

33,136  97 

221  95 

764  66 


Total, 

The  extent  of  iron  pipes  laid  in  the  city  in  1834,  was 
13,597  feet,  making  with  those  previously  laid 271,355 
feet,  or  51i  miles,  and  there  are  30j  miles  in  the  dis- 
tricts, making  82J  miles  of  iron  pipes. 

There  are  741  fire  plugs  in  the  city  and  districts. 
The  amount  of  water  rents  for  1835  is,         §90,531    00 

The  number  of  water  tenants  is  14,395,  and  about 
2,500  families  use  the  public  hydrant  pumpsin  the  city 
being  equal  to  16,895  tenants. 

The  quantity  of  water  used  in  the  city'  and  districts, 
averages  3,400,000  gallons  per  day— or  about  200  gal- 
lons as  the  daily  consumption  by  each  tenant.  The 
daily  consumption  in  London  is  about  180  gallons  to 
each  tenant. 

During  the  drought  in  July  and  August  last,  the  con- 
sumption frequently  exceeded  5,000,000  gallons  per 
day. 

The  whole  cost  of  the  permanent  parts  of  the  Fair 
Mount  Water  Works  including  real  estate,  water  power, 
buildings,  reservoirs,  iron  pipes,  &c.  from  their  com- 
mencement to  the  31st  of  Dec  1834,  was  $1,264,292  35 
of  which  sum  the  iron  pipes  cost  ?530,343  46. 

The  increase  of  water  rents  in  1834  was  $4,991. 

In  1803  there  were  only  77  water  tenants,  and  the 
revenue  was  $537;  now  there  are  16,895  tenants,  and 
the  revenue  for  1835  §90,531  OJ 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WATERING  COMMITTEE. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia. 
The  Watering;  Committee,  in  obedience  to  the  estab- 
lished regulation  of  Councils,  present  their  annual 
report,  with  the  accounts  necessary  to  elucidate  their 
expenditures,  and  proceedings  of  the  last  year,  and  an 
estimate  of  the  sums  which  will  be  required  to  carry  on 
the  works  of  the  present  year. 

The  amount  of  the  estimate  of  the  last  year,  and  tlie 
sum  granted  by  Councils  for  liquidating'  the  unsettled 
account  of  Thomas  D.  Grover,  for  repairs  of  the  en.ifine 
building  at  Fair  Mount,  and  for  laying  iron  pipes,  not 
included  in  the  estimate,  is  as  follows: — 
The  estimate  for  the  support 

of  the  works  in  1834,  is  ?52,933   00 

For  the  objectsabove  mentioned,  \i,OW  00 

J6G,933  00 

Of  which  there  has  been  ex- 
pended during  the  year,  as 
per  accounts  Nos,  2,  3,   4, 
5,  6,  7,  8,  and  9,  as  follows. 
For  the  distribution,  §4,930  42 

Foriron  pipes,  22,322  64 

For  Fair  Mount  Works,  and 
balance  due  T.  D.  Grover 
in  1833,  14,599  81 

For  building,  6,04"  00 

For  wheel  and  pump  No-  6,  10,965  90 

For  water  power,  2,182  49 

For  incidentals,  875   10 

For  salaries,  3,240  00 

§65,163  36 

Leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  works,  of    §1,769  64 

The  Committee  have  the  pleasure  to  state  that  all  the  ' 
work  contemplated  to  be  done  as  per  former  report,  ' 
has  been  completed,  and  although  many  additions  i 
and  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  progress  of' 
the  work,  the  expenditures  are  still  within  the  esti-  , 
mate. 

The  expenses  of  the  distribution,  which  embraces 
the  necessary  repairs  of  keeping  the  hydrant  pumps, 
fire  plugs,  ai'id  other  devices  in  or.ler,  must  gradually 
increase  with  the  extension  of  the  pipes  of  conduit, 
which,  during  the  present  year,  have  been  carried  j 
along  Chestnut  street,  from  east  of  Schuylkill  Fifth  to 
Beach  street,  along  Beach  street  to  Pine  street,  and 
along  Pine  to  Willow  street.  Pipes  have  also  been 
laid  on  both  bides  of  High  street,  from  Schuvlkill  Eighth 
to  Fourth  street,  and  in  Seventh  and  Schuylkill  Sixth 
streets,  from  near  Chestnut  to  High  street,  and  in 
Schuylkill  Fourth  to  Filbert  street,  and  down  Filbert 
from  Schuylkill  Fourth  to  Third  street.  These,  with  \ 
pipes  laid  out  included  in  the  estimate,  amount  together 
to  13,597  feet,  which,  added  to  the  account  of  pipes  > 
laid  in  former  years,  from  1819,  exceed  fifty-one  and  a  ' 
quarter  miles.  j 

There  being  but  few  applications  yet  made  for  the  i 
extension  of  the  iron  pipes  the  present  year,  the  Com-  \ 
raittee  have  only  estimated  the  sum  necessary  for  1835, 
at  8,000  dollars,  but  it  is  presumed  that  an  application 
will  be  made  by  the  Watering  Committee  of  Moyamen-  i 
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sing,  to  have  the  sixteen  inch  iron  main  carried  along 
Cedar  street,  from  Broad  to  Eleventh  street;  in  that 
case,  should  the  application  from  new  water  takers 
justify  the  expense,  a  further  sum  of  7,500  dollars  will 
be  wanted. 

During  the  last  summer,  a  general  repair  was  made 
to  the  works  at  Fair  Mount,  by  painting  the  buildings 
and  fences,  regulating  the  grounds,  building  a  wall  on 
Schuylkill,  and  paving  on  the  Upper  Ferry  road,  on 
Coates's  street,  and  Fair  Mount  street,  and  the  walks 
of  the  garden  plot.  These  improvements,  with  the 
additions  and  repairs  to  the  fences,  and  putting  3,132 
yards  of  rubble  stone  on  the  dam,  have  placed  the 
works  in  a  safe  and  handsome  condition. 

The  engine  building,  which  had  stood  in  a  dilapidat- 
ed state  since  the  erection  of  the  water  power  works 
in  1822,  h.^ve,  according  to  the  resolution  of  Councils, 
been  repaired.  At  the  time  the  estimate  for  this  object 
was  handed  to  Councils,  it  was  contemplated  only  to 
repair  it  partially,  but  after  having  commenced  with 
taking  out  the  old  walls,  and  timbers  formerly  applica- 
ble to  the  steam  engines,  it  was  found  necessaiy,  for 
the  support  of  the  floors,  to  connect  them  with  the 
framing  of  the  roof,  and  to  go  further  than  was  first  in- 
tended; and  finally,  it  was  concluded  that  unless  a  per- 
fect repair  was  made,  the  estimated  sum  would  be  use- 
lessly expended;  consequently  the  estimate  has  been 
exceeded  by  the  additional  work  done,  and  by  furnish- 
ing the  s.aloon. 

The  increased  demand  for  water,  necessary  for  the 
supply  of  the  city  and  the  four  districts  which  receive  it, 
induced  the  committee  to  recommend  in  their  last  re- 
port the  placing  of  another  wheel  and  pump  at  Fair 
Mount.  During  the  present  year,  this  work  has  been 
done,  and  the  new  machinery  was  put  into  operation  in 
November  last.  The  Committee,  in  reporting  on  this 
part  of  the  works,  take  pleasuse  in  stating  that  the 
execution  of  the  wheel  and  pump  No.  6,  made  by  Levi 
Morris  &  Co.,  has  given  perfect  satisfaction,  and  it  is 
believed  that  this  work  excels  any  other  of  the  kind 
that  has  been  executed  at  Fair  Mount. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Kensington, with 
whom  a  contract  was  made  for  supplying  the  citizen* 
with  water  in  1833,  have  not  yet  made  arrangements 
for  receiving  it,  it  is  presumed  that  they  will  commence 
laying  pipes  early  this  spring. 

The  suit  existing  between  the  city,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  district  of  Spring  Garden,  in  relation  to 
ground  on  Coates's  street,  has  not  been  settled.  It  is 
presumed  that  the  case  will  be  reached  early  this 
spring;  so  soon  as  this  controversy  is  determined,  it 
will  be  expedient  to  finish  the  ice  breaker  and  guard 
walls,  for  which  no  estimate  at  present  is  given. 

In  the  estimate  of  the  present  year,  a  sum  is  embrac- 
ed for  finishing  part  of  the  reservoir  No.  4,  which  will 
contain  about'3,500,000  gallons  of  water.  _  The  Com- 
mittee propose,  with  the  sanction  of  Councils,  so  soon 
as  this  work  shall  have  been  accomphshed,  to  proceed 
with  the  completion  of  the  remainder  of  the  reservoir, 
which  will  cost  30,000  dollars;  after  which  the  embank- 
ments and  ornamental  parts  of  the  whole  inound  at  Fair 
Mount,  may  be  finished  in  a  style  that  will  surpass  for 
beauty  and  convenience  any  other  work  of  the  kind 
extant. 


178 


REPORT  OF  THE  WATERING  COMMITTEE. 


[Mabcb 


The  Committee  tiot  having  succeeded  in  obtaining  al  if  these  amounts  had  been  permitted  to  be  applied  as 
suitable  design  for  a  fountain  to  be  placed  at  Fair  Mount,!  was  proposed,  a  surplus  of  $3,225  75  would  have  re- 
propose  advertising  for  plans  and  estimates,  and  have  mained  in  tlie  treasury,  after  the  payment  of  all  the 
embraced  a  sum  which  they   deem  sufficient  for   the    debts  due  by  the  work   ' 


1834. 


object,  and  for  finishing  the  head  pier  of  the   dam, 
tiic  estimate  of  the  year. 

The  amount  paid  into  the  city  treasury  for  water  rents 
in  1834,  as  per  Register's  accounts  No.  2,  and  the  sum 
iviid  in  by  the  superintendant  for  articles  sold,  is 
''  g85,524  32 

To  which  add  balance  remaining  in  the 
treasury  in  favor  of  the  Water  Works 
for  1834,  1.769  64 

Being  together,  §87,293  96 

From  which  deduct  charges  against  the 
works  in  1834,  for  incidental  expenses, 
viz.,  working  machinery,  painting,  and 
other  repairs,  and  for  the  distribu- 
tion, &c,  14.000  00 


From  which  deduct,  in  aid  of  the  sinking 


Committee  are  led  to  helieve  that  the  difference 
existing  between  the  city  and  the  Schuylkill  Navigation 
Company,  will  shortly  be  settled  in  a  friendly  manner; 
but  should  they  fail  in  their  expectations,  it  will  not  be 
for  want  of  attention  on  their  part. 

The  Committee,  in  closing  this  report,  take  pleasure 
in  staling  that  the  works  are  in  the  best  condition,  and 
that  should  no  casualty  or  deficiency  of  water  occur 
from  drought,  or  by  a  diversion  of  it  from  the  works  at 
Fair  Mount,  they  flatter  themselves  that  the  income 
from  the  important  trust  committed  to  their  care,  will 
ncreased  during  the  present  year  to  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

JOHN  P.  WETHERILL. 
Chairman  of  the  Watering  Committee. 
Pbilabelphia,  Jan.  22d,  1835. 


Leaves,  $56,293  96 

The  cost  of  the  permanent  improvements  of  the 
Water  Works,  viz  ,  for  iron  pipes,  new  wheel  and 
pump,  for  psving  footways,  and  street  pavement  in 
Coates's  street,  building  wall  on  Schuylkill,  Sec.  in 
1834,  was  §51,163  36. 
The  amount  of  the  duplicates 

of  water  rents  for  1835,  as 

per  Res-ister's  account  No. 

15.  is  890,531  00 

From  which  deduct,   for   the 

incidental  expenses  of  the 

Water  Works  in  1835,   as 

per  estimate  No.  12,  gl4,000  GO 

And  in    aid   of  the    Sinking 

Fund,  17,000  00 


No  12. 
ESTIMATE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1835. 
Incidental  Expenses: — 
For  working  the  machinery   at   Fair 

Mount,  and  for  materials,  §2,500  00 

For  lumber,  castings,  and  sundries 

for  the  distribution,  5,500  00 

For  salaries  and  incidentals,  3,500  00 

For  the  payment  of  taxes,  white- 
washing, aud  for  sundries  at  Fair 
Mount,  2,500  00 

14,000  00 

Permanent  Expenses: — 
For   the  completion  of    the   fountain,  and 

head  pier  of  the  dam,  &c.  7,000  00 

For  finishing  part  of  Reservoir  No.  4,  and 

embankments  of  ditto,  15.000  00 

For  the  extension  of  the  iron  pipe?, 
dentally. 


Leaves  a  balance,  which  may  be  taken  in 
aid  of  the  lax  fund  for  1835,  of 


g59,531  00 


It  is  proper  to  notice,  by  reference  to  the  report  of 
the  last  year,  that  the  committee  stated  that  52,933 
dollars  would  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  works  in 
1834,  as  per  estimate,  and  that  they  had  retained  from 
the  surplus  of  the  previous  year  §7,201  26,  to  settle 
the  account  of  Thomas  D.  Grover,  and  appropriated 
the  remaining  sum  of  $4,758  85,  for  laying  iron  pipes 
in  streets  where  applications  should  be  made  for  a  sup- 
ply of  water  in  1834.  These  sums,  with  3,500  dollars 
previously  appropriated  for  the  repairs  of  the  engme 
buildiHg,  together  amounted  to  §15,456  11,  instead  of 
being  reserved  for  the  objects  mentioned,  were  taken  in 
aid  of  the  tax  fund;  in  consequence  of  which  the  com- 
mittee,  in  December  last,  were  compelled  to  apply  to 
Councils  for  an  appropriation  of   14,000  dollars,  when, 


8,000  00 
44,000  00 


FREDERICK   GRAFF, 
Superintendent  of  the  Fair  Mount  Water  Works. 
December  31st,  1834. 

No.   13. 
ACCOUNT'OF  IRON  PIPES   LAID  IN  1834. 


As  per  former  reports,  commencing  October 

1819,  up  to  51st  December  1833,  257,758 

Pipes  laid  in  1834,  13,597 

Iron  pipes  laid  from  October  1819,  to  Decem- 
ber 31st  1834,  being  upwards  of  51 J  miles,    271,355 


Statement  of  the  cost  of  the  Permanent  parts  of  the  Fair  Mount  Water  Works,  continued  since  the  last   report 
December  31,  1831. 


For  ground  purchased  previous  to  1831, 

1832,  paid  for  lot  purchased  of  the  Schuylkill  Bridge  Company, 
For        ditto        of  Henry  Moliere, 

Paid  previous  to  1831,  for  the  water  power  at  the  Falls, 

For  the  extra  water  power  purchased  of  the  Navigation  Company, 
For  damages  by  overflowing  ground,  &c.; 
And  for  building  dam,  canal,  &c., 


§116,834  00 
3,000  00 
1,000  00 


ftO.OOO  00 
26,000  00 
25,958  41 

160,904  77 


§120,834  00 
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Paid  previous  to  1831,  for  mill  building,  and  three  wheels. 

Ditto,  for  three  pumps  and  mains, 

Ditto,  for  wheel  and  pump  No.  4,  &c. 

1832,  paid  for  wheel  and  pump  No.  5,  &c. 
1834,  ditto.  No.  6, 

Paid  previous  to  1831,  for  Reservoir  No.  1, 
Ditto,  ditto,         No.  2, 

Ditto,  ditto.         No.  3, 

And  on  account  for    ditto.         No.  4,  unfinished. 

Paid  previous  to  1831,  for  2  iron  mains  of  20  inches. 

Ditto,  for  iron  pipes  laid  in  the  city. 

Pipes  laid  in  1832,         .... 

1833,  .... 

1834,  .... 

Together, 

And  there  has  been  expended  additional  since  1831,  for  permanent  work — 

For  a  guard  pier  and  ice  brealier,  &c.,  .... 

For  the  repairs  of  Engine  building,         ..... 

For  safely  banks  to  the  reservoirs,  .... 

And  for  stone  and  Brick  pavements,  backing  the  dam  with  rubble  stone,  relay- 
ing part  of  the  22  inch  iron  main  along  the  rail  road,  and  fitting  up  the  garden 
plot  for  fountain.  Sec.  &c.  ■  .  .  . 


78,370  43 
12.373  43 
12,589  42 
10,596  08 
10,965  90 

29,135  58 
10,202  87 
24,521  70 
20,069  01 

131,617  48 

16,873  34 
6,235  76 
2,701  40 


Making  the  cost  of  the  works  to  December  31,  1834, 


Iron  mains  laid  previous  to  1831, 
Iron  pipes  laid  in  the  city, 
Ditto,     laid  in  1832,  " 


Ditto, 
Ditto, 
Ditto, 


-J33, 
1834, 


Cost  of  iron  mains  laid  previous  to  1831, 

Iron  pipes  laid  in  the  city, 

Ditto,     laid  in  1832, 

Ditto,  1833, 

Ditto,  1834, 


Together,  equal  51i  miles. 


Feet. 

212,243 
16,295 
9,497 
13,597 

Feet. 
19,722 

251,633 
271,355 

335,046  82 
29,468  55 
11,887  97 
22,322  64 

• 

$131,617  48 
398,725  98 

ether. 

530,343  46 

Being  "an  average  for  the  two  mains  of  g6  63  per  foot. 
And  for  pipes  laid  in  the  city  of  1  58  per  foot. 


STATEMENT, 
Showing  the  amount  of  the  Duplicates  of  water  rents  for  the  City  and  Districts,  for  the  year  1835. 


Amounting,  as  per  accounts,  to  wit. 
City,     (Southern  District,) 
City,      (Northern     do) 
On  Girard  estates  in  the  City, 

Northern  Liberties, 
Spring  Garden, 
Southwark,       .  , 

Moyamensing, 


25,578  25 
25,848  50 

435  00 

17,776  75 
11,011  25 
8,739  25 
1,142  00 


Making  the  handsome  sum  of 
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No.  22. 
STATEMENT, 

Showing  the  increase  of  water  rents  in  the  City  and 
Districts,  during  the  year  1834. 

Amount  of  increase,  to  wit: 

Spring  Garden  §1,474  75 

Southwark  563  25 

Northern  Liberties  897  50 

Moyamensing  220  25 

g3,155  75 

City  1,835  25 


Increase  for  the  year 


§4,991  00 


No.  24. 
STATEMENT, 
Showing  the  amount  of  water  rents,  and  the  amount 
received  in  the  sale  of  old  materials,  as  paid  into  the 
city  treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  Watering  Commit- 
tee, from  the  year  1802  to  the  year  1835,  viz: 
City  water  rents,  &c.,  from 
the  year  1802,  to  the  vear 
1834,  •        §679,773  93 

For  the  year  1834,  51,809  45 

731,583  38 

Spring  Garden,  from  1826,  to 
andincluding  the  year  1834,  39,422  42 
Southwark,  do.     do.     do.        42,113  23 
N.  Liberties,  do.    do.    do.       85,948  24 
Moyamensing,  from  1832,  to 
and  includingthe  year  1834,    1,560  77 

_       ,^  gl69,044  66 

t  or  old  materials,  as  per  account  No.  32,       46,202  44 


Making, 


§946,830  48 


car 

Spring  Garden 
Southwark 
N.  Liberties 
Moyamensing 
Old  materials 

g 

9,407 
1,433 
1,127 
2,285 
143 

Pll 

§ 

$51,861  75 
11,011  25 

8,739  25 
17,776  75 

1,142  00 

i 

1 

"£.^^^ 

f 

£1    ^Sggl 

^=2  3 

> 
c 

i 

§731,583  38 
39,422  42 
42,113  23 
85,948  24 
1,560  77 
46,202  44 

n  - 

5: 

i 
1 

i 

Whole  amount  for 
old  materials,  aS 
peracountNo.  32. 

§46,202  44 

S  =1 


The  Uegister  believing  that  it  will  be  gratifying  to 
Councils,  submits, in  connection  with  other  statements, 
the  following  and  pleasing  contrast  between  the  num- 
ber of  water  takers,  and  revenue  arising  therefrom,  du- 
ring the  year  1803,  and  the  year  1835. 

Number  of  houses,  &c.,  supplied  with  Schuylkill  water, 

December  31,  1802. 
77  Dwelling  houses,  supplied  for  holders  of 

water  rights.     Supphed  on  rent,  viz: 
61   Dwelling  houses  at  $  5  00  per  annum        §305  00 


4  Breweries 

24  00 

do 

96  00 

1  Brewery 

53  00 

do 

53  00 

1  Small  brewery 

10  00 

do 

10  00 

3   Sugar  reBnenes 

20  00 

do 

60  00 

3  Stables 

5  00 

do 

15  00 

2  Fountains 

24  00 

do 

48  00 

2  Banking  houses 

10  00 

do 

20  00 

77  _      _  $607  00 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  14  water  rights, 
held  by  those  whose  manufactories,  &c., 
are  supplied,  being  included  above  70  00 


Annual  rent  for  the  year. 


§537  00 


For  the  Register. 
HISTORICAL  NOTES. 
Bt  Redmond  Cosii!sgham. 
(  Continued  from  page  139. ) 

1682.  The  Swedes  deputed  Lacy  Cock  to  acquaint 
W  iUIam  Penn,  "  That  they  would  love,  serve,  and 
obey  him." 

1683.  Lacy  Cock  was  a  distinguished  member  of 
the  first  Council.  This  gentleman  had  resided  in  Penn- 
sylvania a  few  years  before  the  arrival  of  William  Penn, 
and  w.is  held  in  some  repute  both  by  the  Colonists  and 
the  Indian  Chiefs. 

1678.  The  Hunting  ground  of  the  Indians  settled 
at  Conestogue,  laid  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Poto- 
mac, in  the  Colonies  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

1719.  The  Indians  of  Conestogue,  whilst  hunting, 
were  attacked  and  defeated  by  a  large  body  of  the 
Shawtnese  Indians  from  tlie  South,  and  were  compell- 
ed to  return  to  Conestogue,  with  the  loss  of  their  most 
distinguished  Chief  John  Cartlidge  sent  an  express  to 
James  Logan,  Esquire,  which  information  was  laid  be- 
fore the  Assembly  by  the  Governor. 

The  Indians  who  settled  at  Conestogue,  are  said  in 
some  letters,  to  have  emigrated  from  Virginia — in  oth- 
ers from  Carolina;  they  were  probably  from  both,  for 
the  time  of  their  settlement  was  different. — The  Vir- 
ginia Indians  having  been  the  earliest.  It  is  probable 
the  number  of  each  was  nearly  the  same,  about  sixty 
families. 

Who  has  not  heard  of  "  The  Indian  Steps?"  Go, 
stranger,  view  the  magnificent  scenery  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, above  M'Call's  ferry — inquire  for  "  The  Indian 
Steps;"  a  Rock  firmly  planted  in  the  bank  will  be 
pointed  out  for  your  observation,  in  which  steps  rude- 
ly cut  by  the  Shawanese  can  be  seen,  by  means  of 
which,  they  could  descend  to  the  deep  eddy,  a  favour- 
ite fishing  place  for  perch  and  salmon. 

Here  in  days  long  since  passed  aw.iy,  stood  the  Co- 
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nestogoe  Indian,  with  feet  firmly  pl.-iced  in  the  steps, 
then  with  the  spear  would  he  strike  a  fish  with  uner- 
ring aim  as  it  played  beneath  him  in  the  eddy  below 
the  falls;  he  wo\ild  throw  each  victim  on  the  bank 
where  it  wouhl  be  received  with  avidity  by  his  admir- 
ing red  brethren  of  the  forest.  How  changed  the 
scene.  The  white  man  now  occupies  "  The  Indian 
Steps" — a  rope  firmly  fastened  .iround  his  waist.in  case 
of  falling',  which  happens  not  (infrequently,  he  may  be 
rescued  from  an  untimely  death.  Instead  of  the  spear, 
he  holds  in  his  grasp  a  hand  net  which  he  skilfully 
throws  into  the  deep,  and  catches  perch  and  Susque- 
hanna salmon  by  dozens,  but  if  he  loses  his  balance  he 
falls  into  the  eddy  below,  from  which  he  is  drawn  by 
his  companions,  who  stand  on  the  summit  of  the  rock 
to  watch  his  dexterity,  and  protect  him  from  danger. 

A  Conestogue  Indian  in  a  speech,  without  any  date 
prefixed,  said, 

"  Beneath  this  Tree  we  buried  the  hatchet."  Co. 
nondania,   king  of  the  Conestogue  Tribe. 

Shnchamaxan — The  meaning  of  this  word,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  is — "  a  residence  of  an  Indian  Tribe 
tributary  to  another  Tribe."  The  Indians  who  resided 
at  Shackamaxan  were  called  Delawares,  by  the  white 
settlers,  but  they  did  not  then  call  themselves  Dela- 
wares. 

The  Treaty  made  in  1682,  at  the  house  of  Captain 
L.issce  Cock,  calls  them  Indians,  but  gives  not  the 
name  of  the  nation. 

On  page  428,  of  Proud's  history,  will  be  found  a 
Treaty  of  William  Fenn  with  the  King  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, Minquays  or  Conestoga  Indians,  Wapaththa, 
King  of  the  Shawanese,  Wecwinjaugh,  Chief  of  the 
Ganawese,  Ahaohassough,  Great  King  of  the  Onon- 
dagoes. — Philadelphia,  April  23,  ITOl,  The  speeches 
made  were  of  an  interesting  description,  and  the  whole 
scene  highly  imposing.  This  was  a  confirmatory 
Treaty.  William  Penn  permits  the  Potomac  or  Mary- 
land Indians  to  settle  within  the  Province  of  Pennsyl- 


The  Indian  Kings  of  Conestogue  and  Susquehanna, 
ratify  and  approve  of  the  Treaty  made  on  September 
13th,  1700,  of  the  sale  of  Conestoga  .Manor  to  William 
Penti-     All  the  Chiefs  in  attendance  or  present. 

The  Minqua  Nation  was  not  a  tribe  of  the  Five  Na- 
tions, having  settled  at  Conestogue  they  were  thence 
called  Conestoga  Indians.  They  sent  messengers  to 
Penn's  Commissioners  at  Shackamaxan,  in  the  summer 
of  1682;  some  oftheir  Chiefs  attended  at  the  Great  Con- 
ference or  Treaty  with  William  Penn  in  December  of 
the  same  year,  when  certain  lands  were  assigned  them 
as  a  lesidence  forever;  the  right  of  the  soil  having  been 
purchased  of  the  Indians  by  William  Penn.  The 
Chief  of  the  Minquas  m.ade  a  Treaty  on  September  13, 

1700,  which  was  ratified  by  all  the  Chiefs,  on  April  23, 

1701.  (See  Franklin's  N.arr-ative  of  the  Massacres  of 
the  Conestoga  Indians  in  Lancaster  county.)  The 
Minquas,  after  their  settlement  at  Conestoga,  became 
dependant  on  the  Five  Nations.  This  Tribe  of  Indians 
was  remarkable  for  their  love  of  peace  and  fidelity  in 


their  promises.  It  is  recorded— that  once  every  year 
they  sent  a  Delegation  to  the  Proprietary  or  Governor, 
with  presents  assuring  him  of  their  fidelity  to  the  first 
Treaty  or  Treaties. 

If  Iho  Shawanese  Indians  settled  in  Conestoga  in 
1698,  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable,  that  they  should  be 
required  to  sell  or  relinquish  that  right,  in  the  year 
1700,  by  the  Treaty  of  that  year.  But  the  stale  of  tlie 
case  was  this.  William  Penn  first  obtained  by  pur- 
cliase,  a  right  to  the  soil,  and  then  gave  permission  to 
Canaudanta  and  his  Tribe,  to  settle  on  the  land  thus 
purchased.  Afterwards  several  other  Chiefs  with  their 
Tribes  moved  in  and  settled,  hence  it  became  necessa- 
ry for  William  Penn  to  hold  another  Treaty,  and  pur- 
chase from  these  Chiefs,  their  claims  to  the  Manor  of 
Conestoga;  therefore  "  this  land  was  not  purchased 
once  but  twice  and  thrice." 

The  Mingo,  Minquas,  or  Conestogue  Indians  were 
said  to  be  of  the  Delaware  Tribe,  by  some  of  the  early 
writers;  this  is  doubtful,  as  they  removed  from  the 
South. 

The  Indians  who  resided  in  and  about  Kensington, 
were  called  Shackamaxines,  a  Tribe  of  the  Delawares. 

The  name  of  Delaware  was  given  to  the  Tribes  of 
Indians  living  in  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  Eu- 
ropeans. This  name  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  In- 
dians, for  tradition  informs  us  that  the  name  of  Dela- 
wares was  omitted  in  the  Treaty  signed  at  the  house  of 
Captain  Lassee  Cock  at  their  request.  The  original 
name  is  said  to  have  been  Lenelope,  or  Lenelenope. 

Before  the  Governor  and  Council  in  Philadelphia,  Ju- 
ly 6th,  1694. 

Kyanharro  and  Orettyeagh,  Chiefs  of  the  Indian  Na- 
tions at  Conestogue.  They  being  unable  to  speak  so  as 
to  ba  understood,requested  Menasses  to  tell  their  mean- 
ing. 

Lacey  Cock  interpreted. 

"  The  Kyanese  Indians  with  their  Chitf,  pursued 
the  path  to  the  Wigwam  of  Ky.anharro,  suddenly  the 
Tomahawks  of  the  Nakeese  fell  upon  them,  and  they 
had  to  fight — the  few  that  remained,  reached  Kyanhar- 
i-o — we  asked  a  resting  place — Kyanharro  said — "rest." 
— "  As  the  Conestogoe  Indians  have  been  protected 
by  Onas — we  ask  to  be  your  Children." 

The  Governor  requested  Lacey  Cock  to  answer  for 
him. 

"Your  old  Chief  too  infirm  for  travel,  gave  you 
good  advice — attend  to  his  counsel— take  your  rest  at 
Conestogoe — Onas  v/ill  protect  his  Children." 

Lacet  Cock,  Member  of  Council. 

From  the  foregoing,  it  appears  that  in  the  year  1694, 
a  small  Tribe  of  Indians  settled  at  Conestogue,  under 
the  care  of  Orettyeagh  and  Kyanharro. 

These  Chiefs  formed  a  Treaty  again  in  1701,  with 
William  Penn. 

(Proud's  History,  page  429,  Vol.  1.  Memoirs  of 
Historical  Society,  Vol.  2,  Part  2.  These  compare 
with  the  minutes  of  the  Conference  now  furnished.) 

The  name  of  the  old  Chief  is  not  given. 
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These  Minutes  confirm  the  account  that  the  settle 
ment  of  the  Minguas,  &c.  were  anterior  to  1698. 


PHiLADELPHii,  '27,  8br.  1701. 
"  The   Governour,  his  wife  and  daughter  are  well. 

Captain  Lassee  Cock  was  a  distinguished  member  of  their  little  son  is  a  lovely  babe.  His  wife  is  a  woman 
Council  for  many  years,  and  was  much  respected  both  j  extremely  well  beloved  here;  exemplary  in  her  station, 
by  the  Indians  and  European  settlers.  He  studied  the  \  *n<l  of  an  excellent  spirit  which  adds  lustre  to  her  char- 
language  and  manners  of  the  Indians,  and  was  able  to  j  acter,  and  has  a  great  place  in  the  hearts  of  all  good 
act  as  Interpreter  on  many  occasions.  He  was  present  I  people.  The  Governour  is  our  Vattr  Patrice,  and  his 
at  five  Indian  Conferences  held  in  front  of  his  house,  i  worth  is  no  new  thing  to  usj  we  value  him  highly,  and 
two  of  which  were  with  William  Penn.  These  five,  j  'lope  bis  life  will  be  preserved  'till  all  things  (now  on 
therefore,  must  have  taken  place  at  Shackamaxan.—  the  wheel)  are  settled  here  to  his  peace  and  comfort. 
Captain  Lassee  Cock  was  son  of  Peter  Cock  of  Shacka-  and  the  people's  ease  and  quiet." 
maxan-     (See  page  254  of  Watson's  AnnalsO 

Tradition  informs  us,  that  William  Penn  intended  if  "  3d,  8th  mo.  1701.— Our  Assembly  still  sit,  and  but 
he  had  continued  to  reside  in  Pennsylvania,  to  have  ''"'e  's  done — for  the  Philistians  be  upon  us  still,  they 
builtnearCaptainLasseeCock's.anditisalsoslatedthat  j  are  now  worse  than  ever,  believing  themselves  quite 
Governors  Evans  and  Palmer  resided  there  for  many  sure  of  the  Government's  change.— Their  endeavours 
years,  in  front  of  the  Treaty  ground. 

1st  Indian  Conference  must  have  been  the  Confer- 
ence and  Treaty  of  June  15th,  1682,  with  the  Shacka. 
maxines. 

2d.  The  Deputies  from  the  Iriquois. 

3d.  The  Chiefs  from  Conestogue. 

4th  &  5th.     Probably   there  were  two  Conferences 


are,  (I  mean  the  lower  county  members  and  our  own 
malcontents,)  to  leave  us,  if  possible,  without  Laws  or 
Liberties,  and  oppose  any  thing  that  we  offer  for  our 
settlement.  Our  Governour  is  much  grieved  at  this  part- 
ing carri.ige  of  the  people,  and  highly  resents  an  ad- 
dress made  to  the  Assembly,  and  from  them  recom- 
mended to  him.     I  know  not  how  things  will  end,  but 


held  by  William  Penn  with  the  Indians,  for  the  purpose  i  =1*  present  they  have  a  very  ill  visage, 
of  making  a  deep  and  lasting  impression  on  them  of  the 
views  of  the  Benevolent  Founder  of  this  Province. 

Lacey  Cock  attended  many  Indi.in  Conferences  af- 
ter December  14th,  1682,  but  these  were  all  held  in 
Philadelphia,  before  the  Governor  and  Council. 


For  the  Register. 
WILLIAM  PENN. 
As  there  are  few  characters  more  entitled  to  the 
love  and  respect  of  mankind  than  that  of  William 
Penn,  it  will  perhaps  be  no  unacceptable  present  to 
the  readers  of  the  Register  of"  Pennsylvania,  to  see  col- 
lected together,  several  circumstances  which  have  es- 
caped his  Biographers'  notice,  because  they  had  not 
access  to  the  authentic  sources  from  whence  they  are 
derived.  We  regret  that  we  cannot  offer  any  thing  of 
his  early  life,  but  must  commence  our  extracts  and  ob- 
servations with  his  residence  in  his  government  during 
his  last  visit  to  Pennsylvania,  when  he  safely  arrived 
with  his  wife  and  daughter,  in  the  autumn  of  1699. — 
He  had  been  received  with  open  arms,  and  the  most 
kindly  welcome,  by  a  very  great  majority  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. Some  few  there  were  of  dark  and  treacherous 
spirits,  who  shared  not  in  the  general  joy  at  his  com- 
lng,but  who  stood  aloof  in  sullen  discontent,  and  brood- 
ed over  their  own  nefarious  purpose  of  thwarting  his 
designs  for  the  public  good,  and  throwing  all  the  em- 
barrassments in  their  power  in  the  way  of  his  govern- 
ment. It  is  not  necessary  to  detail  here  the  occurrences 
of  that  day,  which  caused  liisstay  to  be  so  short  in  the 
Province,  but  the  following  extracts  of  Letters  written 
at  the  time  of  his  departure  for  Europe  will  be  read 
with  interest.  They  are  from  the  pen  of  Isaac  Norris, 
sen,,  to  his  correspondents  in  England;  some  of  them 
were  written  previous  to  William  Penn  and  his  family 
leaving  America.  D.  L. 


Anothei  Letter  says:— 27,  8br.  1701. 
This  comes  by  our  Proprietor  and  Governour  Penn, 
who  with  his  family  are  undertaking  this  hazardous 
voj'age  at  too  hard  a  season. — I  earnestly  desire  and 
pray  for  their  preservation  and  safety; — Him  we  shall 
want.  The  unhappy  misunderstandings  in  some,  and 
unwarrantable  opposition  in  others,  have  been  a  block 
to  our  plenary  comforts  in  him,  and  his  own  quiet — but 
these  things  are  externals  only, — our  communion  in  the 
Church  sweetens  all,  and  our  inward  waitings  and 
worship  together  has  often  been  a  general  comfort  and 
consolation,  and  in  this  I  take  a  degree  of  satisfaction 
after  all,  that  we  part  in  Love,  and  some  of  his  last 
words  in  our  meeting  yesterday,  were,  "  That  he  had 
looked  over  all  infirmities  and  outwards,  and  had  an 
Eye  to  the  Regions  of  Spirits  wherein  was  our  sweet 
tye."  His  excellent  wife,  and  she  is  beloved  by  all, 
(I  believe  I  may  say  all  in  its  full  extent,)  so  is  her 
leaving  us  heavy,  and  of  real  sorrow  to  her  friends — 
She  has  carried  under,  and  through  all,  with  a  wonder- 
ful evenness,  humility  and  freedom — her  sweetness  and 
goodness  has  become  her  ch.iracter,  and  is  indeed  ex- 
traordinary. In  short,  we  Love  her,  and  she  deserves 
it.  I  hope  what  I  have  said  is  to  thee  only,  (I  request 
this,  to  avoid  a  thought  I  would  not  give  room  for) 
since  they  are  going  home,  but  otherwise  am  Proud, 
(if  may  so  term  it)  to  express  my  opinion,  Love  and  af- 
fection of,  and  to  them  any  where." 

The  writer  of  the  above  Letters  was  in  England  at 
that  dark  period  of  the  Proprietor's  affairs,  when  he 
was  imprisoned  on  the  suit  of  the  Widow  and  Heirs  of 
PhiHp  Ford,  his  designing  and  rapacious  Steward;  and 
the  following  account  of  the  arrest  of  Wilham  Penn, 
and  a  visit  paid  lo  him  whilst  in  confinement  in  the  Fleet^ 
are  also  extracted  from  his  letters  of  that  period. 
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29,  9br.  1708. 
Last  FiWi  day  the  special  verdict  at  common  law, 
for  the  Rent  (as  they  call  it)  on  the  lease,  went  against 
William  Penn-  It  is  no  more  than  was  lo  be  expect- 
ed, yet  I  perceive  it  goes  near  him  to  think  of  a  Prison, 
now  it  comes  too, — though  it  has  been  his  own  as  well 
as  his  Friend's  opinion,  that  he  ought  to  do  it  ralher 
than  pay  the  money,  (which  with  costs  is  near  £3,000) 
and  thereby  bear  his  Testimony  as  honorably  against 
the  extortion  and  fraud  of  that  account,  as  against  other 
evils,  and  bear  it  as  a  persecution.  How  it  will  termi- 
nate 1  cannot  yet  say,  but  believe  in  a  few  days  he  must 
yield  up,  or  abscond  till  the  next  term,  when  the  Prin- 
ciple shall  be  determined  in  Chancery,  and  he  must  ap- 
peal to  the  House  of  Lords." 

London,  10th,  11th  mo.  iror— 8. 

'•  Governour  Penn  was  last  4th  day  arrested  at  Grace 
Church  Street  meeting.by  order  of  Philip  Ford  on  an  ex- 
ecution on  the  special  verdict  for  about  £3,000,he  has  by 
the  advice  of  all  hisbest  friends.turned  himselfover  to  the 
Fleet,  I  was  to  see  him  last  night  at  his  new  lodgings  in 
the  old  Bailey.  He  is  cheery,and  will  bear  it  well;  and  it 
was  thought  no  better  way  to  bring  them  to  terms.  At 
some  times  there  are  hopes  c-t  a  compromise,  at  others 
they  appear  cold  and  hardened,  so  that  there  is  no 
judgment  to  be  made  how  it  will  terminate.  I  have 
taken  pains,  and  sometimes  seem  to  have  made 
some  impression  on  them,  but  when  they  get  with  their 
Lawyers  all  is  blown.  The  principal  Debt  for  the 
country  not  yet  decided,  and  'tis  questionable  whether 
this  term  will  do  it,  tho'  now  'tis  William  Penn's  aim  to 
Issue  it,  and  bring  it  to  the  House  of  Lords. 

This  act  of  theirs,  with  the  aggravation  of  dogging 
with  Bailiffs  to  a  meeting  house,  makes  a  great  noise 
every  where,  but  especially  among  Friends,  and  Peo- 
ple who  did  not  much  trouble  themselves  before,  now 
appears  warm,  and  I  still  hope  a  good  Issue." 

(Near  the  same  date,  to  another  Person.) 
"Governour  Penn  was  on  the  7lli  Instant  at  Grace 
Church  Street  meeting,  and  there  dogged  by  tlie  Bai- 
liffs by  Ford's  order.  Henry  Goldney  and  Herbert 
Springett  prevented  their  taking  him  out  of  the  Galle- 
ry, by  their  promise  he  should  come  to  them  in  a  few 
hours,  which  he  accordingly  did,  and  then  by  a  Habeas 
Corpus  threw  himselfover  to  the  Fleet  where  he  has 
commodious  lodgings,  and  we  hope  is  pretty  easy.  I 
have  been  several  times  to  see  him,  and  he  sent  for  me 
this  evening.  The  Fords  might  have  saved  themselves 
some  reflections  if  they  had  forbore  such  an  aggrava- 
tion as  taking  him  at  meeting,  for  as  soon  as  this  Term 
came  on,  the  Bail  must  have  surrendered  him,  and  he 
would  become  a  Prisoner  of  course.  I  presume  that  thou 
understands  that  this  execution  is  upon  a  Judgment  at 
Common  Law  for  Kent  (as  they  call  the  Interest  of 
their  money,)  Etc." 

Another  Letter  dated  6th,  1st  mo.  1708. 
"  Our  Proprietor  and  Governour  is  still  in  the  Fleet, 
good  lodgings, — has  meetings  there, — is  often   visited 
and  lives  comfortably  enough  for  the  circumstance 
their  daughter  Hannah  is  dead  at  Bristol." 


And  yet  another,  which  commenting  on  the  Proprie- 
tor's Bearing  under  his  perplexing  and  uneasy  circum- 
stances, says,  "  that  he  seems  to  be  of  a  nalvlte  so  con- 
tent with  difficulties,  and  that  after  all,  tlic  Fable  of 
the  Palm  is  made  good  in  him,  for  "the  more  he  is 
pressed,  the  more  he  rises,"  and  thro'  all,  his  Founda- 
tion remains  sure." 

In  contemplating  the  character  of  this  excellent  man, 
it  is  impossible  not  to  remark  the  evidence  afforded  by 
his  Public  acts  and  conduct,  that  his  mind  was' superior 
to  the  maxims  and  prejudices  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived,  an  age  in  which  principles  which  are  now  con- 
sidered as  unquestionable,  were  struggling  for  a  recep- 
tion amjngst  mankind,  and  that  he  spent  his  life,  and 
used  all  the  means  he  could  command,  in  endeavouring 
to  advance  those  Principles,  and  Benefit  his  fellow 
creatures. 

Such  characters  well  deserve  the  affectionate  vene- 
ration of  Posteiity,  and  it  is  to  this  feeling  which  conse- 
crates (as  it  were)  the  localities  of  their  homes,  and  of 
their  places  of  Sepulture,  to  which  we  are  indebted  for 
the  following  descriptions,  from  the  pens  of  two  of  our 
citizens  who  have  lately  visited  England.  The  first 
I  cannot  give  in  the  words  of  the  author,  not  having  an 
extract  of  the  Letters  which  contained  it,— but  am  sure 
the  substance  is  correct.  "Jordansin  Buckinghamshire, 
is  about  23  miles  from  London — meetings  are  only  held 
there  occasionally,  or  when  any  Public  Friend  has  a  de- 
sire to  have  one  called  to,.;ether;  The  house  is  ancient 
and  venerable,  but  in  good  repair;  a  family  live  in  that 
part  which  was  separated  for  the  women's  meeting.and 
there  is  a  yard  and  sheds  for  the  Horses,  The  house 
is  not  large.  Two  large  old  fashioned  windows,  with 
mall  diamond  shaped  pane's,  leaded,  occupy  the  west- 
;rn  end;  two  small  ones  are  above  the  Preachers  Gal- 
ery,  and  over  the  Door.  The  little  Grave  yard  is  en- 
closed with  a  neat  hedge,  and  kept  in  good  order.  A 
Book  is  shewn  in  the  meeting  house,  in  which  is  noted 
the  names  of  many  who  are  there  intered,  as  William 
Penn  and  both  his  wives,  Isaac  Peningtonand  his  wife, 
who  was  Gulielma  Maria  Penn's  mother,  Thomas  EUe 
wood  and  his  wife,  and  some  others,  &c.* 


For  (he  Register- 

HISTORICAL  MEMORANDA. 

Read  at  the   Annual  meeting  oj  the  Biitorical  Soeiety 
of  Pennsylvania,  Feb.  1835. 

In  Wharton's  instructive  "  Notes  on  the  Provincial 
Literature  of  Pennsylvaniii,"  published  in  our  first  Vol. 
of  Memoirs,  is  some  notice  of  the  Junto  instituted  by 
Dr.  Franklin,  in  1727.  ^  As  but  few  names  of  those 
practical  philosophers,  a're  there  given,  I  take  pleasure 
in  furnishing, nearly  a  complete  list  of  the  members, 
derived  from  the  p.apers  of  my  grand  father,  Hugh 
Roberts.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and  worthy  of  record, 
in  connection  with  the.names  of  those  useful  and  hon- 
ourable men,who  associated  for  their  mutual  information. 


*  The  other  account  of  the  Grave,  has  been  already 
published  in  Vol.  x.  p.  95. 
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and  the  promotion  of  the  public  good,  that  most  if  not 
all  who  composed  the  Society  at  one  period,  were 
born  in  the  same  year  1706,  The  Association  consisted 
of  Benjamin  Frankhn.Hugh  Koberts,  William  Coleman, 
Philip  Syng,  Enoch  Flower,  Joseph  Wharton,  William 
Griffiths,  Luke  Morris,  Joseph  Turner,  Joseph  Ship- 
pen,  Joseph  Trotter,  Samuel  Jervis,  Samuel  Rhodes, 
Joseph  Brintnall.  The  author  of  "  Thp.  Notes,"  gives 
only  the  names  of  Nicholas  Scull,  WilUaai  Parson,  and 
Thomas  Godfrey,  making  the  whole  number  seventeen. 
From  the  arrival  of  Franklin  at  Philadelphia  in  1723, 
an  acquaintance  commenced  between  him  and  Hugh 
Uoberls,  which  ripened  into  cordial, and  mutual  regard, 
and  continued  until  the  death  of  the  latter  in  1786,  con- 
siderably more  than  half  a  century. 

The  last  letter  of  Roberts  to  Franklin,  is  dated  the 
24th  of  6th  month,  1785,  addressed  to  his  friend  then  in 
London, as  the  representative  of  this  country.  It  is  an  af- 
fectionate espistle,  and  shows  that  himself,  Franklin, 
and  Syng  were  the  last  three  survivors  of  the  Junto.  It 
proved  to  be  the  final  salutation  between  Roberts  and 
Franklin,  and  forms  a  suitable  appendix  to  this  scrap  of 
history. 


ROBERTS  A^AUX. 


Phil'. 


mo.  1,  1835. 


P.  S.  It  may  perhaps  be  worth  noting  here,  that  1 
lately  purchased  the  original  painting  by  Birch,  of  the 
Treaty  Tree  at  SImcltamaxan.  It  is  a  faithful  portrait, 
taken  fifteen  years  before  it  fell,  which  event  occurred 
during  a  storm  in  1810.  This  interesting  relick  had 
for  many  years,hung  on  the  wall  of  an  obscure  passage, 
at  an  Inn  in  Bristol  near  Philadelphia,  and  from  long 
neglect,  was  nearly  ruined.  A  skilful  artist  has,  how- 
ever, rendered  it  intelligible.  R.  V. 

[Copt.] 
My  near  Friend  E.  F.— 

After  sight  hereof,  its  needless  to  inform  thee,  X  have 
lost  the  art  of  writing;  )et  I  thankfully  enjoy  old  age 
without  much  corporal  pain.  Philip  Syng,  the  only 
other  surviving  member  here,  of  the  old  Junto,  labours 
under  infirmities,  keeps  much  at  home,  where  I  can 
seldom  go  to  visit  him.  We  are  both  feeble  and  tot- 
tering; yet  younger  people  sometimes  undertake  to 
counsel  us,  in  a  friendly  way,  how  we  sliould  proceed, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  few  if  any,  are  capable  of  judg- 
ing of  the  imbecility  of  an  old  man,  but  an  old  m.an. — 
We  have  attained  to  old  age,  truly  pictured.  Psalm  xc. 
10,  and  must  soon  fly  away. 

In  some  views  it  may  be  said  that  I  have  not  lived 
half  thy  d.iys,  and  yet  I  think  I  am  not  half  a  year 
astern,  according  to  common  computation  of  time,  for 
the  next  American  Anniversary,  which  is  not  twelve 
days  distant,  will  be  the  commencement  of  my  8€th 
year. 

The  bearer  hereof  Samuel  M.  Fox,*  isayoungman, 
has  lived  several  years  with  my  son  George,   and  from 


•  In  after  life,  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Pennsyl- 
v.inia,  was  mainly  instrumentid  in  causing  the  beautiful 
and  classical  edifice  to  be  erected  for  the  Banking  house, 
so  oiuamental  to  oui  city,  and  creditable  to  his  taste. 


the  mildness  of  his  behaviour,  and  the  sweetness  of  his 
disposition,  gained  the  affections  of  all  our  family,  I 
freely  commend  hira  to  thy  notice:  his  intent  of  going 
to  Europe,  is  in  part  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  firmer 
state  of  health. 

I  have  often  been  desirous  of  knowing  something  of 
the  exit  of  old  men  of  distinguishing  abilities,  and  from 
the  account  of  most  of  whom  I  read,and  I  have  conversed 
with  some  few,  all  unite  in  this,  and  wished  they  had 
been  more  diligent  in  applying  their  time  "to  acquaint 
themselves  utith  God  and  he  at  peace."  My  dear  friend, 
I  have  often  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  thee  gradual- 
ly advance  to  the  summit  of  human  fame,  and  I  most 
ardently  wish  that  thy  final  transition  may  be  to  enjoy 
felicity  for  ever  and  ever. 

HUGH  ROBERTS. 

Philad'a,  24th,  6  mo.  1785. 


Dr.  Thomas  Bond,        T  3, 

Samuel  Rhoads,      C  died  4, 
Anthony  Benezet,  J  5, 


GEOLOGY  OF  YORK  COUNTY. 

Observations  on  the  Geoh^y  of  i'orjc  County,  Pennsylva- 
nia, by  Tugs.  G.  Clemson,  read  October  29,   1834. 

[Extracted  from  the  Transactions  of  the  Geological 
Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Volume  I.  Part  2.] 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Geological  Society 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen: — We,  the  undersigned  having  had  the 
honour  to  be  nominated  by  this  society  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  certain  formations  in  the  district  called 
York  County,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  proceeded 
thence,  and  now  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  ob- 
servations: 

The  honorable  members  of  the  society  are  well  aware 
that  a  thorough  scientific  examination  of  any  district  of 
country  would  require  the  united  endeavors  of  several, 
or  the  long  continued  observations  of  one  well  educa- 
ted upon  a  multiplicity  of  sciences,  all  more  or  less  in- 
cluded in  the  now  comprehensive  term  geology.  The 
mineral  constitution  of  any  portion  of  the  earthy  surface 
can  only  be  successfully  developed  after  indefatigable, 
mature,  and  multiphed  examination,  of  all  points,  and 
these  results  compared  with  new  and  distant  appearan- 
ces. The  naturalist's  attainments  should  be  great,  his 
physical  attendants  the  hammer,  the  compass,  and 
almost  a  laboratory.  No  stone  should  be  left  untried, 
no  ravine,  no  excavation  unexamined;  the  mineral  con- 
stituents, the  fossil  contents  should  be  well  classed; 
and  after  the  profound  consideration  of  these,  with 
many  other  characters,  tlie  observer  may  come  to  a  just 
conclusion  of  the  nature,  geological  position  of  one  or 
more  distinct  particular  formations. 

His  first  aim  should  be  to  fix  upon  some  distinct 
member  of  the  geological  series,  whose  position  has 
been  well  determined:  this  must  be  his  north  star,  and 
it  is  oidy  by  constant  reference  to,  and  comparison  with 
this-,  his  fixed  guide,  that  the  naturalist  can  discover 
his  bearings.  A  like  determination  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance, and  we  may  say  of  absolute  necessity  to  the 
prosecution  of  any  geological  inquiry.  Geological 
levels  are  to  the  geologist  as  tl.e  compass  to  the  mariner, 
and  we  would  here  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
society  to  the  attainment  of  this  first  and  all-important 
object  of  research. 
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The  short  time  we  spent  in  York  county  scarce  ena- 
bled us  to  commence  an  eximination  of  this  district,  we 
humbly  claim  the  indulgence  of  the  very  learned  gen- 
tlemen of  the  society  for  the  meagre  gleanings  we  now 
offer.  We  have  thought  that  the  collection  of  facis 
concerning  rocks,  minerals,  their  localities,  &c.  might 
be  useful  in  filling  up  some  masterly  and  comprehensive 
chaia  of  observation.  If  we  were  all  to  throw  down 
upon  paper  the  various  rocks  over  which  we  pass  in 
our  different  peregrinations,  but  a  short  time  would 
elapse  befor.;  we  could  present  to  the  world  a  m.iss 
of  information  orderly  embodied  in  a  geological  map 
of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  or  of  the  United  States  of 
America.  , 

The  county  of  York  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east 
by  the  river  Susquehanna  and  the  county  of  Camber- 
l.ind,  on  the  west  by  Adams  county,  and  on  the  south 
by  the  stale  of  Maryland.  Indications  of  mineral  depo- 
sits were  here  remarked  at  a  very  early  period  of  our 
history.  Copper  was  found  by  some  of  the  followers 
of  William  Penn  in  tlie  township  of  HcUara,  which 
was  included  in  that  poition  of  land  set  apart  by  him  as 
his  mining  tract. 

Two  distinct  ranges  of  mountains  divide  the  county. 
The  South  Mountain,  which  is  a  most  important  range, 
takes  its  rise  a  Utile  back  of  Dillstown,  and  continues 
on  through  Maryland,  crossing  the  Potomac  below 
Harper's  Ferry;  the  Cnnewago  hills  are  parallel,  and 
have  the  appearance  of  belonging  lo  the  same  system. 
The  Pigeon  and  Round  Top  hills  do  not  much  deviate 
from  an  easterly  and  westerly  direction.     It  is  from  the 


lonely  west.     We  might  express  the  melancholy  situa- 
tion of  this  country  in  the  language  of  thfc  poet — 
"  Now  the  sounds  of  population  fail, 

No  cheerful  murmurs  fluctuate  in  the  gale, 
No  busy  steps  tlie  grass  grown  foolwav  tread. 
But  all  the  blooming  flush  of  l.fc  is  fled." 

By  the  application  of  lime  ihese  grounds  have  been 
regenerated,  tlie  population  resuscitated,  the  smoke  is 
seen  gently  curling  from  llie  cottnge  in  the  wood,  the 
ploughboy's  whistle,  and  the  lowing  herds  that  fill  the 
land  with  health  and  prosperity,  have  risen  as  from  the 
dead.  This  is  a  living  example  of  what  science  might 
do,  and  speaks  loud  to  those  who  are  tardy  in  perceiv- 
ing the  advantages  thit  would  result  from  the 
scientific  investigation  of  the  manifold  hidden  re- 
sources of  the  state  which  now  lie  slumbering  in  their 
wesillh. 

Near  Dillstown,  in  Monahah  township,  on  the  land  of 
Col.  Eichelberger,  there  exists  a  bed  of  marl,  which 
might  also  be  happily  employed  in  ameliorating  the 
composition  of  some  unhealthy  soils:  it  mighf  be  .added 
alone,  or  mixed  and  used  in  compost. 

The  rocks  that  show  themselves  in  York  county  are 
decidedly  Transition.  We  observed  no  appearance  of 
,  organic  remains,  in  place:  specimens  of  encrinites  were 
shown  us  from  the  bed  of  the  Susquehanna,  but  they 
were  specimens  that  had  been  carried  down  by  the 
river,  and  cannot  be  considered  as  characterising  any 
rocks  that  we  saw  in  situ.  At  some  former  period  this 
district  was  the  scene  of  violent  eruption  and  disloca- 
summit  of  the' last  mentioned  hills,  that  the  observer  i  tion.     The   direction  of  the  strata  of  these   schistose 


descries  the  distant  and  minor  highlands,  and  can  ob- 
tain a  correct  idea  of  the  physical  geography  of  this 
interesting  district. 

The  two  ranges  mentioned,  with  their  spurs,  cause 
the  streams  that  bathe  their  feet  to  be  more  rapid  than 
if  the  country  was  less  hilly  or  more  gently  undulating. 
The  numerous  falls  that  occur  are  of  immense  advan- 
tage to  the  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country; 
mill  sites  abound,  several  forges  and  iron  smelting  fur- 
naces have  been  erected,  and  are  now  in  active  opera-  i 
lion.  The  highly  undulating  surface  of  the  country, 
and  the  strata  of  impervious  schistose  rocks,  give  rise  I 
lo  numberless  springs. 

That  portion  of  the  soil  which  is  termed  limestone  j  This  rock  is  frequently  termed,  and  in  truth  is  most 
land  may  be  known  on  first  sight,  even  when  the  rocks  ,  known,  .is  the  blue  limestone,  from  a  frequent  cliarac- 
are  not  apparent,  by  the  admirable  order  in  which  '  teristic  blue  colour.  It  however  is  sometimes  yellow 
every  thing  appertaining  to  these  farms  is  sustained. —  j  and  white,  and  almost  black,  in  this  case  I  have  found 
These  lands  were  first  settled  by  Germans,  and  their  de-  it  to  be  coloured  with  carbonaceous  matter.  The  yellow 
scendants  retain  them  with  a  kind  of  religious  attach-  |  variety  owes  its  colour  to  the  presence  of  a  small  portion 
ment.  The  soil  being  naturally  well  adapted  to  the  I  of  the  oxide  of  iron;  it  is  usually  compact,  occasioually 
growth  of  wheat,  and  the  farmer  bestowing  upon  it  all  crystalline,  and  passes  into  marble.  Veins  of  milky 
the  labour  requisite,  is  thus  enabled  to  reap  prodigious  I  quartz  are  contained,  and  detached  masses  are  seen 
crops.  The  German  farmer  is  characterised  by  his  [  scattered  over  the  surface.  This  rock  constitutes  a 
close  industrious  habits;  and  besides  the  prolific  quali-    portion  of  Monahan,  Hellam,   East  Manchester,  York, 


rocks  is  from  a  few  degrees  north  of  north-east  to  as 
many  south  of  south-west,  lying  vertical  at  different, 
though  generally  at  highly  inclined  angles. 

If  we  turn  our  backs  upon  the  South  Mountain,  leav- 
ing Dillstown,  which  stands  near  its  base  in  Monahan 
township,  proceeding  on  through  Warrington,  Dover, 
West  Manchester,  on  to  York,  we  will  cross  in  succes- 
!  sion  the  following  rocks,  limestone,  syenite,  eurite, 
greywacke,  greywacke  slate,  or  argiUaschist,  breccia, 
coal,  and  limestone  upon  which  the  city  qf  York 
stands. 

Limestone. 


ties  of  the  earth,  his  great  secret  in  farming  is  the  quan- 
tum of  labour  betowed  upon  a  given  portion,  and  this 
he  could  not  do  if  he  was  possessed  of  too  much,  for 
one  should  never  be  mastered  by  the  land;  on  the  con- 
trary the  farmer  should  always  rule  his  estate. 

The  slate  land  stands  next  in  point  of  reputation, 
though  in  fertility  far  behind  the  former.  The  quality 
of  the  soil  varies  with  the  chemical  composition  of  these 
transition  rocks,  which  form  the  basis  of  the  soil;  certiun 
varieties  are  passably  good,  whilst  others  are  wretch- 
edly poor.  Wonders  have  been  effected  within  the 
last  few  years  by  the  application  of  lime.  It  is  as  if 
some  quickening  fairy  queen  had  waved  her  miraculous 


Paradise,  Codorus,  Heidleberg,  and  Maeheira  tow 
ships,  forming  a  band  which  runs  through  the  cotinty 
from  south-west  to  north-east,  dividing  the  sarne  into 
two  pretty  equal  portions.  In  some  of  the  adjoining 
states  seams  of  limestone  in  concordant  stratification 
are  quarried  and  burnt  for  hydraulic  cement,  with  the 
composition  of  which  you  have  already  been  made 
acquainted.*  The  limestone  of  York  county  is  burnt 
into  lime,  which  is  used  for  building,  it  contains  no 
magnesia,  and  is  employed  for  the  uses  of  agriculture. 
This  rock  alternates  distinctly  with  the  schistose  rocks 
of  the  transition  series,  and  frequently  passes  insensibly 
into  shales,  without  any  apparent  line  of  demarcation 


wand  over  these  long  abandoned  sterile  grounds.--  '  betwixt  the  two  rocks.  When  the  limestone  becomes 
Thousands  of  acres  had  been  Iving  open  as  barren;  ,  schistose  it  is  called  slate  limestone;  in  this  case 
dwelling  houses,  barns,  fences,  &c.  had  been  left  by  there  is  always  an  insensible  mixture  with  a  different 
their  owners  to  the  dilapidations  of  weather  and  time,  I  rock,  the  stratification  being  either  straight  or  con- 
and  they  thus  from  the  want  of  but  one  single  simple,  j  torted. 

scientific  application,  were  forced  to  quit  their  places  of 

birth,  the  sites  of  frolic  and  youthful   m'rth,  and  seek        '  Vide  T.   G.  Clemson's  paper  on  Analysis  of  divers 
an  apparently  less  ungrateful  soil  in  the  far  wilds  of  the  ,  Mineral  Substances,  Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 
Vol.  XV.  24 
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In  this  formation  there  exists  a  cavern  of  considera- 
ble importance,  situate  at  a  short  distance  a  little  to  the 
north  of  York;  a  branch  flows  in  on  one  side,  and  re- 
appears on  the  other  fide  of  the  hill.  There  is  also  an 
opening  into  it  from  the  top  of  the  hill:  a  stone  thrown 
in  at  this  spot  may  be  heard  rumbling  for  a  cons iderable 
time.  The  aperture  below  is  too  small  for  ingress,  and 
owing  to  the  precipitate  descent  from  above,  the  only 
possible  mode  of  gaining  entrance  would  be  by  means 
of  a  rope  from  the  summit. 

Fekpathic  and  Amphibolic  Bocks. 

As  you  leave  the  limestone  of  Monahan  township, 
and  ascend  those  elevations  known  as  the  Round  Top 
hills,  the  rocks  change  and  display  an  evident  entritic 
character.  The  base  of  the  rock,  when  sufficiently 
porphyritic  to  distinguish  the  imbedded  crystals, 
from  the  imbedding  substance,  appears  to  be  of  a 
pelrosiiicious  nature,  containing  small  dark  brown  or 
black  crystals  of  araphibole.  The  base  in  this  case  pre- 
dominates, and  is  compact,  having  a  bright  colour.  It 
is  often  of  easy  decomposition,  and  is  seen  disintegra- 
ting at  the  surface  of  the  earth;  at  other  limes,  it  is  ex- 
ceeding hard  and  tenacious,  giving  off  sparks  with 
steel,  and  resembling  in  appearance  some  of  the 
Egyptian  syenites,  out  of  which  sphinxes  and  other 
pieces  of  sculpture  were  formed,  specimens  of  which 
may  be  seen  in  the  public  sculpture  galleries  through- 
out Europe,  and  in  the  gallery  of  the  Louvre  of  Paris: 
again  this  rock  changes,  loosing  its  porphyiitic  struc- 
ture, passing  into  a  compact  homogeneous,  sonor'  us, 
andless  tenacious  blueish-gray,  and  even  black  minefjl. 


thus     passing  into     different   traps,  greenstones,   and  |  localities   whe 


is  hard,  and  employed  in  the  county  for  making  mill- 
stones for  the  various  uses  to  nhich  the  Burr  millstones 
are  employed.  Compact  ferruginous  varieties  of  the 
rock  sire  used  for  gudgeons  or  boxes  supporting  the 
axis  of  water  and  other  wheels;  they  are  found  to 
answer  this  end  admirably  well,  and  have  superseded 
those  of  iron  or  steel.  In  building  furnaces  for  the 
smelting  of  iron  ores,  a  proper  hearth  stone  is  consider- 
ed a  very  great  desideratum.  The  crucible  is  often 
built  of  bad  materials,  caus  ng  the  furnace  to  be  put 
out  of  blast  at  very  short  intervals,  to  the  very  great 
loss  of  the  proprietors.  The  campaign  of  certain  fur- 
naces in  our  country  is  called  good  if  the  hearth  has 
resisted  one  yean  we  know  of  furnaces  that  have  been 
in  blast  constantly  for  twenty  years,  and  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  this  astonishing  success  is  undoubt- 
edly owing  to  the  very  great  attention  that  was  paid  to 
the  choice  of  the  hearth  stones.  We  will  not  here  dis- 
cuss the  merits  of  such  materials,  but  let  it  suffice  to 
say  that  the  quartz  rock  of  York  county  has  the  appear- 
ance of  being  well  fitted  lor  this  purpose,  and  by  a  pro- 
per choice  we  think  that  superior  hearth  stones  might 
be  here  procured,  if  not  equal  to  those  found  and 
used  in  the  Hartz  mountains,  mucli  better  than 
many  we  have  seen  used  for  these  ends  in  the  United 
States. 

The  greywacke  quartz  rock  caps  the  summit  of  the 
generality  of  the  highlands  throughout  the  county, 
there  are  also  hills  entu-ely  composed  o(  it.  The  Pigeon 
hills,  for  instance,  which  run  from  the  Susquehanna  to 
Adams  couniy,  masses  or  boulders  are  to  be  met  with 
face  of  the  ground  at  some  distance  from  those 


Lydian  stones.  These  hills  have  every  appearance  of 
having  once  been  a  centre  of  dislocation  and  elevation, 
and  may  have  been  upheaved  after  the  formation  of 
the  transition  series.  These  porphyries  and  diorites 
being  of  Plutonic  origin,  represent  pre-existing  rocks 
thus  modified. 

Graywache  Schist. 

This  rock  soon  makes  its  appearance  as  you  descend 

the  Round  Top  hills,  and  disappears  under  the  bed  of 

the  Conewago  creek.     It  has  a  dark  blue  color,  and  is 

distinctly,  though  not  finely  stratified,  and  follows  th 


queha 


i  found  in  situ.     At  the  river  Sus- 
Marietta  and  Columbia,  the  quartz 


Lick  forms  itseif  into  several  noble  bluffs.    The 
here  for  miles  along  the  river  may  be  considered 
markably  fine,    and  many  think   it  equally 
with  any  in  our  country. 

Coal. 

Between  the  Little  Cnnewego  creek  and  the  city  of 
York,  in  the  townships  of  East  and  West  Manchester,  a 
thin  layer  ot  coal  has  been  discoxered  in  several  locali- 
ties by  those  who  have  sunk  wells  for  water.  It  was 
not,  however,  of  sufficient  thickness  to  arrest  attention, 
direction  as  the  phyllades  of  the  transition  series  At  other  local:ties  fruitless  attempts  have  been  made  to 
of  this  county,  that  is.  from  a  few  degress  to  the  north  '  find  coal,  and  we  are  sorry  to  perceive  not  only  in  this 
of  north-east,  to  as  many  south  of  south-west.  Its  j  country,  but  in  various  directions  through  our  counliy 
schistose  structure  is  not  evident  in  cabinet  specimens,  I  very  manv  enterprising  and  worthy,  but  too  credulous 
but  it  is  distinctly  stratified  in  mass.  The  gray  wacke  citizens  h'ave  been  led  to  expend,  and  frequently  con- 
slate  of  Hunterdon  county.  New  Jersey,  resemble  this  ,  siderable  sums  in  searching  for  this  valuable  combust!- 
formation  except  in  color;  at  both  localities  they  are  i  ble  in  those  places  where  we  might  say,  with  some  cer- 
characterised  by  nodules  of  epidote.  !n  York  this  '  talnty,  coal  never  will  be  found, 
mineral  Is  more  abundant;  it  is  massive  green,  and  not 
so  mixed  with  foreign  matter  as  to  mask  its  discrimina- 
ting characters.  The  quality  of  this  soil  for  agricultur- 
al process  is  indifferent,  inferior  to  the  limestone  land, 
or  that  of  the  red  arglllacious  slate. 


Greywaclce. 
Immediately  after  crossing  the  Conewago  creek,  the 
appearance  of  the  earth  changes;  instead  of  a  blue,  we 
have  a  dark  red  clayey  soil,  formed  from  the  decompo- 
sition of  the  argillaceous  schists  which  are  seen  alterna. 


Our  citizens  have  been  so  frequently  imposed  upon 
by  pretenders  who  call  themselves  miners,  or  mining 
engineers,  because  they  may  have  dug  at  Mauch  Chunk, 
or  at  Pottsville,  or  in  the  coal  fields  of  Europe — and 
having  acquired  a  vocabulary  of  terms,  go  about  the 
country  proclaiming  that  coal  may  be  found  on  particu- 
lar estates,  and  that  the  only  reason  why  it  has  not  been 
found  is  because  they  have  not  dug  deep  enough,  or 
that  the  granite  should  be  pierced,  or,  in  fine,  that  there 
is  coal  where  in  the  very  nature  of  things  coal  could 
not  exist.     Their  confidence  induces  the  farmer  thus  to 


ting  with,  and  always  upon  the  confines  of  the  sand-    bury  his  hard  earned  money,  and  it  is   not  until  he  has 
""-e,  which  predominates  as  you  ascend  the  Conewa-  j  been  duped  by  these  spurious  individuals,  that  he  has 


go  hills.  It  changes  its  aspect  at  almost  every  siep; 
is  sometimes  a  hard  ferruginous  quartz  rock,  compact, 
white,  red  gray,  and  of  a  variety  of  hues,  even  to  a 
black;  at  other  times  itis  a  well-characterised  sandstone, 
with  small  crystals  of  hyalin  quartz.  The  grains  of 
quartz  vary  in  size,  and  it  passes  into  a  conglomerate; 
the  base  being  argillaceous,  red,  with  perceptible 
scales  of  mica,  the  imbedded  pebbles  are  generally 
rolled  quartz,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  millet  seed  up. 
It  is  occasionally  of  a  light  color,  free  from  iron.  The 
imbedd.  d  pebbles  are  uniform  in  size;  the  whole  rock 


discovered  his  mistake.  Noris  this  abuse  alone  confin- 
ed to  the  searching  after  coal,  the  whole  alphabet  of 
metals  may  be  found  by  a  branch  of  hazlewood,  when 
in  the  hands  of  the  gifted  pretender.  We  cannot  cry 
out  too  loud  against  these  c'jarlatans,  and  unworthy, 
ignorant  offenders.  The  facility  with  which  these  im- 
postors deceive,  arises  out  of  the  difficulty  in  our  coun- 
irjf  of  acquiring  scientific  Information  of  a  certain  kind. 
The  arts  of  mining  and  metallurgy  are  of  difficult  acqui- 
sition every  where;  they  require  a  great  deal  of  pro- 
found theoretical  knowledge,  and  very  close  practical 
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observation;  consequently  they  are  by  no  mtans  intui- 
tive, and  can  only  be  purchased  by  lonp,  laborious, 
and  indefatigable  exeitions,  not  from  books  alone,  but 
from  the  living  school  where  the  play  of  nature  has 
been  exposed  to  view,  with  the  ecoiio.ny  of  art,  where 
the  furnace  has  taken  the  place  o'  the  crucible;  nor  is 
theory  less  useful,  it  is  a  glorious  light  which  serves  to 
conduct  the  operatives  through  the  dark  labyrinths  of 
practice. 

Breccia. 
On  the  confines  of  the  blue  limestone,  which  re-ap- 
pears a  few  miles  to  the  west  of  York,  there  is  found  a 
breccia  composed  of  a  red  argillacious  cement,  and 
masses  of  older  rocks.  The  imbedded  masses  are  of 
various  sizes,  and  the  majority  ol  them  are  limestone, 
proving  its  age  in  relation  to  the  limestone  rock.  This 
breccia  has  a  very  pretty  effect  when  poli^hed,  ajid 
might  be  used  for  the  same  purposes  as  are  the  common 
marbles.  It  continues  on,  an. I  is  seen  at  the  Susque- 
hanna not  far  from  York  haven.  You  are  all  acquainted 
with  that  beautiful  pudding  stone,  out  of  which  the 
columns  that  ornament  so  richly  one  of  the  halls  in  the 
capital  at  Washington  have  been  made.  This  rock  is 
precisely  similar,  and  like  that  found  on  the  banks  of 
the  Potomac  is  known  in  York  county,  and  throughout 
the  United  States,  as  the  Potomac  marble.  [ 

Traumates. 


encrusting  the  caverns;  appears  to  have  come  from  the 
decomposition  of  pyrites.  In  some  cases  the  iron  pyrites 
have  undergone  no  change,  and  are  of  the  varieties 
yellow  and  white.  Cubic  crystals  of  this  mineral  are 
found  imbedded,  and  may  be  found  upon  the  surface 
of  (he  soil;  after  a  rain  in  small  washes  they  may  be 
collected  with  ease  and  sometimes  in  abundance.  The 
ferruginous,  cavernous  or  drusy  quartz  that  is  found  in 
veins,  in  the  talcose,  or  contiguous  rocks,  is  often  so 
friable  as  to  be  crumbled  by  piessure  with  the  hand, 
its  structure  becoming  schistose,  a  mixture  with  sur- 
rounding rock  is  apparent.  The  roads  are  mended 
with  this  mineial,  and,  as  we  have  observed,  it  is  com- 
mon upon  the  surface  of  the  ground  in  all  directions  in 
the  neighborhood  of  these  talcose,  chlorite,  argillacious 
schist  and  limestone  formations.  These  rocks,  as  also 
do  the  contained  quartz,  bear  a  very  strong  resemblance 
to  those  of  the  gold  belt  of  Georgia,  North  and  South 
Carolina,  and  Virginia;  and  so  great  indeed  is  tlie 
analogy  between  specimens  of  auriferous  quartz  from 
the  several  southern  states  and  those  of  this  county,  as 
not  to  be  distiiifjuished  but  by  reference  to  the  label. 
My  friends,  Mr.  Calvin  Mason,  and  Dr-  Fisher,  of  whom 
I  speak  with  a  li-  ely  feeling  of  pleasure,  remt  mbering 
with  gratitude  their  polite  attentions  to  me  whilst  in 
York,  these  gentlemen,  after  frequent  and  close 
research,  have  discovered  gold  in  quartz  at  different 
times  and  different  localities  within  the  limits  of  the 
formations  we  have  just  had  the  honorto  describe. 

No  mines  have  yet  been  worked  for  gold  in  this 
country,  and  it  w,as  owing  to  the  above  named  gentle- 
men having  found  some  particles  of  this  precious  metal 
in  quartz,  tliat  a  loose  notice  gained  its  way  into  some 
of  our  public  journ.ils.     A  short  distance  above  Coli 


We  willlpass  overin  silence  the  limestone  upon  which 
York  is  located,  it  having  been  already  described.  In 
journeying  in  any  direction,  after  leaving  the  city,  from 
aoBth-west  to  south  east,  ynu  will  shortly  come  to  the 
traumates  of  D'Aubuison,  phyllades  and  transition  slates 

of  other  geologists.  These  schists  are  characterized  bia,  on  the  Susquehanna,  and  in  the  county  of  Lancas- 
by  a  more  perfect  slr.itificatian  than  other  rocks  in  the  ter,  a  horizontal  drift  has  been  run  into  that  hill  known 
county;  they  are  straight,  undulating  and  inclined,  and  here  by  the  name  of  Chicky's  rock.  This  work  is  of 
follow  a  general  direction  with  the  other  formations; !  trifling  importance,  not  being  in  length  above  fifteen 
that  is  to  say,  nearly  north  east  and  south-west;  the  lay- i  feet;  it  was  then  abandoned;  some  ore  lay  at  the 
ers  are  divided  into  a  multiplicity  of  differently  cliarac-  ;  mouth  of  the  work,  and  that  which  was  pointed  out  to 
tcrized  strata;  having  all  the  variations  of  texture,  com- J  me  as  being  good,  was  a  heterogenlous  mixture  of 
position  and  color,  disintegrating  at  the  surface  into  chlorite,  quartz,  oxide  of  iron,  feldspar  &c.  The  gen- 
small,  variously  shaped  pieces,  and  giving  various  color-  j  tleman  who  had"  superintended  these  workings  inform- 
ed powders.  CIa_\  or  argile  is  evidently  sometimes  the  ,  ed  me  tliat  the  quartz  here  found  contained  sufficient 
most  abundant  constituent;  chlorite  predominates,  and  gold  to  pay  and  yield.  He  was  then  engaged  in  re- 
the  aspect  changes,  as  also  the  texture,  and  forma  searches  for  auriferous  quartz,  in  the  vicinity  of  Keysle's 
chlorite  slate;  the  talc  prevailing,  a  talcose  shate  well  ferry,  in  Hellam  township.  The  country  hereabout  is 
characterized  appears,  a  greenish  hue  denotes  the  pre-  [  rugged  and  romantic.the  rocks  back  of  the  ferry  exhibit 
sence  of  either,  and  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  the  '  indications  of  copper,  and  the  gentleman  who  caused  to 
chlorite  or  the  talc  most  abounds.  At  certain  times,  i  be  assayed  many  specimens  of  quartz  found  in  this 
ho»-ever,  and  in  certain  localities,  the  talcose  slate  is  j  vicinity,  discovered  the  gold  to  be  most  abundant  in 
apparently  free  fn.m  chlorite,  and  is  of  a  reddish  hue,  ]  and  about  those  places  where  the  iron  and  copper  met, 
from  the  oxide  of  iron,  and  divides  into  laminx,  which  '  or  where  different  rocks  came  together,  deranging  the 
have  that  particular  satin  lustre  that  accompanies  mag-  |  regularity  of  the  quartz  veins.  I  have  also  been  in- 
nesian  rocks.  1  here  is  a  seam  of  red  talcose  slate  that  |  formed  that  the  iron  ores  of  this  county, — we  speak  of 
runs  through  the  townships  of  Windsor,  York,  Shrews-  i  those  near  or  in  the  limits  of  the  gold  range,— all  con- 
bury  and  Codorus,  into  the  state  of  Maryland;  the  width  I  tained  gold.  The  presence  of  gold  is  by  no  means  as 
of  this  slate  varies,  and  passes  into  chlorite  slate,  argilla- i  rare  an  occurrence  as  many  believe,  for  many  sands 
cious  slate,  and  a  variety  of  slates,  badly  defined  or]  used  for  making  glass.coiitain  a  small  quantity  of  this 
characterized,  and  varying  as  either  of  the  constituents  )  metal;  so  little  indeed  is  the  proportion  as  only  to  bo 
prevail.  These  rocks  as  the  rest,  run  nearly  a  north-  j  sensible  by  long  accumulation  from  large  quantities  of 
east  and   south  west  course.     Feriu.ginous   quartz    Is  ]  sand,  made  evident  in  the  manufacturing  of  glass.    The 


i,qu 


id  salts,  after  hav- 

d,  are  cast  off.     On   ex- 

f  gold  have  been  found  in 

the  bottom  of  the  vase.     The  discover,  of  the  presence 

ofthis  metal  is  of  no   importance;  it  is   the  proportioii 

only  that    must  be  considered,  and  this  must  vary  ' 


found  upon  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and    occurs  in    crucibles  used  for  containing 
veins  traversing  the  lamina,  and  at  other  times  seams    ing  served  for  months   this  ei 
of  quartz  run  parallel  with  the  strata,  and  between  the  j  aminatlon,    small    por 
leaves  of  the  same,  at  places,  the  quartz  is  swollen  out 
and  gradually    diminishes   so  as  to  almost   disappear, 
assuming  somewhat  tlie   form   of  a  lentille.     This  the 
German  miners  term  liegende  stock,  an  example  of 
which  we  have  just  endeavored  to  describe  may  be  seen 
on  the  Baltimore  road,  in  Shrewsbury  township,  on  the 
■  side  of  a  hill,   near  a  public  house  known  once  and 
marked  on  the  maps  of  the  county,  as  Wilson's  tavern- 
Veins  of  quartz    are  common    to  this   formation:  the 
quartz  is  more  or  less  ferruginous  and  frequently  caver- 
nous; sometimes  it  contains  haemetitic  oxide  of  iron,  at 
others  the   peroxide,  impregnating  the    whole    and 


the  nature  of  rock,  the  surface  of  country,  and  a  multi- 
plicity of  other  considerations  which  grow  out  of  the 
nature  and  mutability  of  thing-!.  Our  object  here  was 
not  to  examine  imo  the  relative  richness  of  any  particu- 
lar part  or  locality  of  this  district,  but  to  enable  those 
to  judge  from  a  description  of  the  whole,  the  nature  of 
these  formations  when  compared  with  those  that  char- 
acterize certain  parts  of  those  states  in  which  gold  has 
been  found  in  suffitient  abundance  to  interest  capi- 
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talists,  and  which  has  now  lone;  since  been  an  object  of 
public  attention.  From  the  imperfect  descriptions  we 
have  given,  you  will  judge  these  formations  to  be  simi- 
lar. Gold  has  been  iound  in  quartz,  visible  to  the  eye, 
and  when  in  too  minute  particles  to  be  discovered  by 
occular  inspection,  it  is  nevertheless  frequently  pos- 
sible to  separate  with  advantage,  the  gold  by  chemical 
means. 

1  he  specimens  of  minerals  and  rocks  of  this  country 
we  expected  to  receive  ere  this;  had  they  arrived  we 
should  now  have  offered  to  the  society  the  results  o! 
chemical  examination;  however,  we  place  but  little 
value  upon  the  results  of  such  examinations;  assays  of 
individual  specimens  are  by  no  means  just  expressions 
of  the  whole,  still  we  hope  shortly  to  furnish  these  re- 
sults to  those  who  desire  them. 

Of  Ihe'prevalent  rocks  that  are  found  in  the  lower 
portion,  or  south-east  part  n{  the  county,  we  can  say 
but  Utile,  not  having  had  occasion  to  visit  the  same, 
but  judging  from  specimens  shown  us.  The  hills  near 
the  Susquehanna  appear  to  be  composed  principally  of 
shining  argillile  or  glimmer  sheiffer.  There  is  a  fine 
quarry  of  slate  in  the  township  of  Peachbottom;  the 
quality  of  this  useful  mineral  is  very  good,  and  is  much 
used  throughout  this  and  the  adjoining  counties,  for 
roofing  slate. 

We  subjoin  a  partial  list  of  mineral  species  found  in 
this  county;  it  cannot  but  be  imperfect,  but  may  an- 
swer for  a  commencement: 

QUARTZ.— Hyaliii,  milky,  ferruginous,  drusy,  auri- 
ferous, massive,  Lydienne,  prase. 

Colophonite,  garnets,  wavelite,  chlorite,  epidote, 
pipe  clay,  haloysite,  talc,  amphibole,  mica,  feldspar; 

Carbonrile  flime,  white,  yellow,  blue,  &c. 

Marl. 

Oxides  of  Iron — octohosdral  ciystals  of,  and  micacious, 
magnetic,  hcemetitic. 

Sulphuret  uf  Iron. 

Copper— native,  red  oxide,  carbonate,  sulphuret. 

GoW— native. 

Lead — sulphuret. 

The  ostenaible  object  of  the  author's  visit  to  the 
county  of  York,  was  to  examine  "  the  gold  region  and 
gold  mines."  How  far  this  end  has  been  attained,  you 
are  the  better  judge.  Having  tarried  a  much  shorter 
time  than  our  desires  would  have  dictated,  we  were 
prevented  from  examining  in  deiuil  the  entire  mineral 
riches  of  this  interesting  district;  still,  we  have  ejidea- 
vored  to  pourtray  the  leading  geological  features  of  the 
county. 


Pittsburg,  and  other  Posts  in  the  Western  country,  dur- 
ing the  years  1830,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '34. 
From  Harper's  Ferry  to  Pittsburg,  315,107  40 

From  Baltimore  to  Pittsbuigh,  17  34 

$15,124  74 

This  amount,  and  much  mere,  might  be  well  saved, 
by  manufacturing  arms  and  equipments,  at  Pittsburg, 
instead  of  Harper's  Ferry  or  Baltimore.  Great  expense 
would  also  be  saved  by  the  completion  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal. — Pills.   Gaz. 


iMPonTANCE  or  PiTTSBuno.— It  is  a  fact  and  one 
calculated  to  show  the  importance  of  our  local  situation, 
that  the  Legislatures  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania' 
Maryland,  Virginia  and  Ohio,  jftid  the  Congress  of  the 
Union,  have  each  before  then  one  or  more  memorials, 
for  improvements, — all  designed  to  lead  directly  to  our 
city. 

In  New  York,  there  are  the  great  rail  road,  and  the 
Rochester  and  Olean  Canal;  in  Pennsylvania,  the  con- 
nection with  Erie,  and  the  Ohio  Canal;  in  Maryland, 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal;  in  Virginia,  the  same 
Canal,  in  Ohio,  the  two  Cross  Cut  Canals;  and  in  Con- 
gress, the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal;  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Monongahela,  and  also  of  the  Ohio.  So 
that  the  representatives  of  nearly  six  millions  of  people, 
in  five  states,  and  the  representatives  of  the  whole  union 
may  be  said  to  be  deliberating  upon  our  immediate 
interests. 

We  have  received  from  Mr.  Denny,  a  copy  of  a  letter 
f1-om  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  an  account  of 
the  expense  of  transporting  Arms,  &c.  from  the  Dis- 
trict of  Culumbia,  Harper's  Ferry,   and  Baltimore,  to 


REPORT  TO  COUNCILS   ON  GAS. 
The  joint   special  committee  to   whom  were  referred 
the  petitions  of  sundry    citizens,  on   the  subject  of 
lighting  the  city  with  Gas,  und?r  the  annexed  resolu- 
tions, respectfully 

REPORT, 

That  they  have  given  the  subject  that  attention 
which  its  interesting  character  and  importance  demand, 
and  now  present  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have 
arrived,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  question. 

The  resolutions  under  which  they  act,  may  be  con- 
sidered as  presenting  three  points  for  investigation,  and 
for  the  sake  of  clearness  will  be  thus  divided  and  treat- 
ed of  in  order: 

'i  he  first  of  them,  is  the  expediency  of  introducing 
gas  lighting  into  the  city?  of  Philadelphia  at  the  present 
time.  Numerous  petitions  have  been  presented  to 
Councils  for  several  years,  urging  the  introduction  of 
Gas.for  the  purpose  of  public  and  private  illumination; 
and  in  the  year  1834,  the  expediency  of  the  measure 
having  been  determined  by  a  very  strong  expression  of 
the  public  will,  a  competent  agent  was  appointed  to 
proceed  to  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
construction  for  gas  works,  the  most  approved  pro- 
cesses for  its  manufacture,  and  generally  to  make  such 
observations  as  may  be  useful  in  the  event  of  Councils 
determining  to  adopt  a  plan  for  lighting  the  city  with 
Gas.  The  report  of  the  agent  has  been  before  the  pub- 
lic for  some  time,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
is  in  full  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  resolution 
under  which  he  was  appointed.  AVe  refer  to  it  as  con- 
taining a  very  clear  exposition  of  the  whole  subject  of 
manufacturing  gas,  and  regret  that  the  omission  to  in- 
clude in  it  any  estimate  of  the  oust  of  manufacturing 
the  article  has  been  deemed  to  be  an  exception  to  its 
accuracy.  On  this  head  the  committee  ask  leave  to 
observe,  that  a  large  mass  of  inform.ation  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject  has  been  obtained  by  Mr.  Merrick.under 
a  pledge  that  it  should  not  be  given  to  the  public 
through  the  medium  of  the  press,  but  be  used  only  to 
satisfy  gentlemen  connected  with  the  corporation  to 
whom  the  ultimate  decision  of  the  matter  was  to  be  re- 
ferred. These  details  of  the  working  operations  of 
the  large  establishments  of  Great  Bi-itain,  have  been 
freely  put  into  the  hands  of  the  committee,  and  we 
deem  it  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  Mr.  Merrick,  to 
state  that  he  has  considered  them  as  entirely  open  to 
the  inspection  of  any  member  of  Council,  under  the 
limitations  on  which  he  himself  received  them.  From 
the  information  thus  put  in  our  possession,  and  acquir- 
ed from  other  sources,  we  have  been  irresistibly  led  te 
the  conclusion,  that  it  is  expedient  to  introduce  Gas 
lighting  into  the  city.  We  now  proceed  to  show  on 
what  ground  this  conviction  rests,  and  fully  recognizing 
the  principle  that  no  injurious  publication  of  the  affairs 
of  the  companies  who  have  submitted  their  books  for 
inspection  should  be  made,  shall  withhold  so  much  of 
the  information  received  from  Mr.  Merrick  as  has  not 
hitherto  been  presented  to  the  public  in  other  forms. 
Premising  that  the  cost  of  manufacturing  gas  depends 
in  an  almost  direct  proportion  on  the  quantity  produced 
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and  used,  we  shiiU  submit  an  estimate  resting  partly  on 
the  testimony  taken  on  several  occasions  by  committees 
or  the  British  House  of  Commons,  and  on  the  well  au- 
thenticated statements  of  the  cost  of  erecting  gas 
works,  &c.  to  be  lound  in  numerous  publications. 

On  the  authority  of  these   statements,   and  making 
due  allowance  for  the  difference  in   the  price  of  mate- 
rials and   labour  in  this  country  when   compared  with 
Kngland,  we  believe  that  gas  works  competent  to  pro- 
duce  75,000  cubic  feet  of  gas  daily,  may  be  erected, 
«nd    the  necessary  mains  and  pipes   for  distribution  to 
the  e.\tent  of  eight  miles,  be  laid  by  an  expenditure  of 
§76,000 
That  the  floating  capital  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  works  and  cover  incidental  charges 
in  their  construction  would  be  24,000 


Making  a  total  of 

To  produce  an  available  quantity  of  75,000  cubl 
feet  of  gas  daily,  there  will   be  required  4,380  tons  of 
coal  annually,  for  carbSnization  and  fuel,  which 
dollars  per  ton,  would  be 
4,380  bushels  of  lime  for  purification,  at 

25  cents, 
Sixteen   men  for  attending  retorts,  $30 

per  month. 
Four  laborers  for  incidental  services,  §25 

per  month. 
Wear  and  tear  of  works,  5  per  cent. 
Salaries  of  superintendent  and  clerk,  taxes 

and  incidentals. 

Making  the  cost  of  27,375,000  cubic  feet 
per  annum, 


5,C 


For  2,513  common  lamps,  at  2,136  cubic 
feet  each  per  annum. 

Waking  together, 


8,051  00 

S10,397  00 

The  present  cost,    at  78  cents  per  gallon  fur  oil,  is 
gl 9,841  64,   and   does  not  Include  waste  by  leakage, 
&.C-  which  is  estimated  by  the  contractor  for  supplying 
the  city  with  oil   in   a  recent  publication,  at  about  10 
per  cent.  more.    Having  fully  satisfied  ourselves  of  the 
expediency  of  Intro  Jucing  gas  lighting,   we  proceed  to 
the  second  point  of  the  resolution,  which  is  to  prepare 
a  bill  that  shall  efTectually  guard  the  city   from  any  in- 
crease of  taxation,  or  from  any  eventual  loss  by  adopt- 
ing the  project.     In  the  ordinance  herewith  submitted, 
we  have  endeavoured  to  present  a  plan  embracing  both 
the  object  of  (he  resolution,  and   what  may  be  consid- 
ered as  not  only  the  wishes  of  the  petitioners,   but  also 
$100,000    of  the  i^monstrants,  namely,  that  the  eNperiment  shall 
not  be  tried  at  the  expense  of  the  city.     The  first  and 
second  sections  of  the  ordinance  authorize  a  subscrip- 
tion for  raising  a  sufficient  sum  of  money,  for  the  con- 
struction and  carrying  on  of  works  competent  to  manu- 
$26,280  00    facture  75,000 cubic  feetof  gas  daily,and provide  thatas 
.  compensation  to  the  subscribers.they  shall  be  entitled 
095  00    to  the  profits  of  the  establishment,   without  looking  to 
the  city  treasury  for  any  other  remuneration  In  case  the 
5  760  00    project  does  not  succeed,  and  reserve  to   the  city,  the 
right  at  any  time  to  take  possession  of  the  works,  and 
,200  00    ''""'1  ''^^  stock  at   an  Interest  of  six   per  cent,  per  an- 
num.      The    third,    fourth,    and    fifth    sections    pro- 
vide for  the  election  of  a  board  of  trustees,  to  whom  the 
5,000  00  !  management  of  the  works  is  to  be  confided, define  their 

[  duties  and  contain  the  necessary  provisions  for  securing 

I  a  supply  of  gas  to  private  consumers  at  a  price  to  be  ap- 
$44,335  00  I  proved  by  Councils.and  the  lighting  of  the  public  lamps 

'_ :  on  such  terms  as  will  compensate  for  the  advantages 

given  to  the  subscribers  by  the  ordinance. 
Or  about  one  dollar  and  sixty  cents  per  thousand  cu- 1  j]^^  sjxth  section  directs  all  moneys  received  or  paid 
blc  feet,  exclusive  of  the  interest  on  the  capital  invest-  [  on  account  of  the  works,to  be  accounted  for  at  the  city 
ed  in  the  works.  In  this  estimate,  no  deduction  from  treasury,  under  the  usual  restrictions,  and  the  seventh 
the  cost  of  manufacturing  has  been  made  on  account  of  section  authorizes  the  construction  of  the  works  on  the 
the  coke  and  other  products  obtained  during  the  pro-  ground  owned  by  the  corporation  north  of  the  Perma- 
cess,  for  which  it  is  believed  a  ready  and  profitable  pent  Bridge  on  the  Schuylkill,  at  a  fixed  rent,  with  the 
market  exists  in  the  city.  j  ,.jght  to  the  city   to  reclaim  so  much   thereof,   at  any 

The  sale  of  these  products  would  essentially  lessen  |  time  after  the  year  1840,  as  may  in  the  opinion  of  the 
the  cost  of  production;  but  as  the  above  estimate  is  trustees,  not  be  necessary  for  the  accoiiimodation  of  the 
made  on  the  supposition  that  the  whole  quantity  of  gas  ]  proposed  works.  This  ordinance,  it  is  believed,  will 
which  the  works  are  competent  to  produce  would  be  !  not  only  guard  the  city  from  any  increase  of  taxation, 
sold, is  deemed  more  pafe  to  omit  them  In  giving  results  j  but  will  ensure  the  construction  of  sufficient  extent  to 
which  are  liable  to  be  affected  by  the  variable  cunsump-  |  present  the  subject  intelligibly  to  our  citizens, 
tion  of  gas  during  the  summer  months,  as  in  some  de- '  No  loss  can  be  sustained  by  the  city  In  the  event  of  a 
gree  compensating  for  the  permanent  charges  which  failure  of  the  project,  and  the  guardianship  and  control 
alwavs  remain  stationary,  and  increase  the  cost  of  pro-  of  the  establishment  being  completely  vested  in  the 
ducing  a  dimininished  quantity  of  gas.  |  corporation,  every  thing  connected  with  the  public  in- 

Deducting  the  compar 
instead  of  oil  from  the  elements  thus  furuTshed,   it  ap- 


cost  of  llL^itlne-  with  eas    ''^'^^^^  '^  eflTectually  secured. 

cost  ot  iifeiiting  with  gas  ,      ^^^  ^^^.^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  resolution  directs  an  inquiry 


pears  that  by  the  consumption  of  four  cubic  feet  of  gas  t°  '^e  terms  on  which  a  private  company  wo.ild  furnish 
per  hour  (a  quantitv  stated  by  good  authorltv  to  be  gas  sufficient  to  light  a  certain  number  ot  public  amps, 
equal  to  an  Argand  oil  lamp  of  the  usual  size,)  for  five  i  '"  <"der  that  the  expense,  the  advantages  and  the  m- 
hours,  the  quantity  consumed  would  be  20  feet,  which 


;  of  the  measure  may  be  fully  known.     On 


at  S3  per  thousand  feel,  gives  the  cost  of  such  a  light  I  ^h'S  point  the  committee  beg  leave  to  state  that  there 
per  annum.  §21  99;  the  cost  of  an  Argand  oil  lamp  con-  i  '^^  P["7'  "°  establishment  for  Tn.anufactur,ng  gas 
suming  thr^Jfourths  of  a  pint  of  oil  during  the  same  "ff^e  ^'"^  P'°P°^^'l  '"  "P^''"^'""  '"  '^e  city  of  Phila- 
time,   would  be  for  28  gallons  at  ?1  per  gallon  S28.—  relphia.  ,.,-.,.     r  ,„H  r  n.l».»  „<■ 

Adopting  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  pir  thousand  cubic  The  smal  works  belonging  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
feet  as  the  price  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  furnish  the  ,  Pennsylvania,  are  now  arranged  for  the  manufacture  of 
public  lamps,  it  appears  from  a  statement  obtained  from  G^s  from  Rosin,  and  are  no  of  sufficient  capacity  for 
the  City  Clerk,  tha  during  the  year  1834,  25,438  gal- 1  the  purpose  and  even  in  he  event  of  our  ab  I ity  to 
Ions  of  oil  were  furnlshedio  the  public  Ups,  and  that  '  "',^^1?  satisfactory  con  ract  with  them  no  esu  Is  ap- 
the  quantities  consumed  were  estimated  to  be  respec-  ,  pl'cable  to  the  '"'^""f^^.'^I^^  °f  Sf^  J^"""  „=°^  ""'f,  ^^^ 
lively  gi  gallons  for  the  common,  and  25  g.allons  for  "bta.ned  Imving  a  bearing  on  the  question  either  as  re- 
each'  Argand  lamp.  To  obtain  a  light  of  the  same  in-  S^'''^  the  expense,  the  advantages  or  the  inconve- 
I     ^L       •  1    c  II        °-  nience  of  the  p'an  submitted.     An  application  has  now- 

tensity  by  the  aid  of  gas,  would  require-  j  ^;!;';\7en  made  to  the  Grand  Lodge:  to  which  they 

For  183  Argand  lamps.at  8,544  cubic  feet  have  made  the   following  reply.     " 'I'hat  they  could 

each  per  annum,  §2,346  00  )  supply  the  city  with  from  10  to  12,000  cubic  feet  of  gas 
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evfery  24  hours,  at  about  one  and  a  half  cents  per  foot, 
and  it  would  be  indispensable  that  the  ciiy  should  pro- 
vide a  gasometer  to  receive  the  article  as  manufactur- 
ed." 

The  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  as  the  expe- 
rience of  upwards  of  twenty  years  in  Europe,  has 
fully  established  the  superioriiy  of  coal  gas  over  eveiy 
o  her  means  of  illumination,  it  would  be  unwise  to  re- 
sort to  a  plan  not  only  known  to  be  comparatively  un- 
profitable, but  also  creating  a  dependence  on  other 
states  for  a  supply  of  the  crude  materials,  when  by 
adopting  one  sanctioned  by  an  enlarged  experience,  we 
should  foster  one  of  the  most  valuable  branches  of  our 
domestic  industry,  and  draw  our  supplies  enlirt  ly  from 
the  bosom  of  our  own  commonwealth.  The  resolution  of 
the'  26th  ultimo,  directs  the  committee  to  inquire  as  far 
as  practicable,  and  report  what  proportion  of  the  sign 
ers  of  the  several  Memorials  are  minors,  or  non  resi- 
dents pf  the  city.  On  tlie  first  point,  the  committee 
are  not  able  to  arrive  at  any  result  that  would  be  satis 
factory,  inasmuch  as  records  entirely  beyond  their  con- 
trol, would  be  required  to  establish  or  deny  the  use- 
fulness or  age  of  many  of  the  signers;  and  it  is  there- 
fore dismissed  from  our  consideration-  On  the  second 
point,  namely,  the  non-residence  of  signers,  it  appears 
that  the  signatures  of  owners  of  real  estate  in  the  city 
have  been  obtained  both  to  the  petitions  and  remon- 
strances, and  that  the  question  of  residence  in  such 
cases  does  not  appear  to  us  to  be  material.  It  may  suf- 
ficiently answer  the  object  of  this  resolution  to  state, 
that  about  the  same  proportion  of  signers  known  to  the 
committee,  is  to  be  found  on  both  classes  of  the  memo- 
rials. In  order  that  Councils  may  have  all  the  infor- 
mation before  them,  we  lay  the  several  memorials  on 
the  table,  merely  stating,  in  passing,  that  the  petitions 
are  signed  by  about  4000  persons,  and  the  remonstran- 
ces by  about  725. 

We  deem  it  due  to  the  gentlemen  of  both  parties 
who  have  been  instrumental  inbringing  tlie  subject  be-  [ 
fore  us,  to  state,  that  no  fraud  appears  to  have  been 
practised  or  intended  by  either  part)'.  In  conclusion, 
the  committee  having,  to  the  best  of  their  ability,  per- 
formed the  duties  confided  to  them,  earnestly  recom- ' 
mend  the  passage  of  the  ordinance  submitted  with  I 
this  report,  under  the  conviction  that  the  public  mind 
is  fully  prepared  to  give  it  a  favorable  trial;  and  that  I 
the  advantages  which  gas  presents  in  point  of  economy  | 
and  safety,  will  gradually  bring  it  into  such  general  use,  | 
that  the  city  may,  in  a  few  years, take  possession  of  the 
works,  and  enlarge  their  capacity  to  an  extent  that 
will  furnish  a  cheap  and  brilliant  liglit  fur  all  public 
and  many  private  purposes. 

FREDERICK  FRALEY, 
W.   H.   KEATING, 
JOS.    r.IPt'lNCOTT, 
JOHN  WIEGAND, 
RICHARD  PRICE, 
R.   M.   HUSTON, 

Committee. 
PhUad.,March9,  1S35. 


MAHONING  CANAL. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  that  the  Company  incorporated  by 
an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Ohio  Canal  Company,"  passed  January  lOlh, 
1827,  be  and  they  are  hereby  allowed  ten  years,  from 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  in 
which  to  complete  said  canal,  any  thing  in  said  act  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding,  and  that  the  charter  of 
said  Company  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  renewed. 

Sect.  2.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Company  an- 


nually to  fix,  regulate,  and  receive  the  foils  and 
charges,  by  them  to  be  received  for  the  transportation 
of  property  or  persons,  on  the  Canal,  authorized  by  the 
act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  for  the  sole  benefit 
of  said  Company,  Provided,  that  the  net  proceeds  of 
such  tolls  and  charges  thus  fixed,  regulated,  and  re- 
ceived by  said  Company,  shall  at  no  lime  exceed  ten 
per  cent,  per  aimum,  on  the  capital  invested  in  con- 
struction and  necessary  expenditures  of  said  Canal: 
Provided,  however,  that  this  restriction  in  the  amount 
of  tolls  and  charges,  will  not  be  construed  so  as  to 
prevent  said  Company  from  fixing  and  receiving  the 
h  ghtest  rate  of  tolls  and  duties,  together  with  the 
charges  of  freight  to  which  property  of  a  similar  kind 
is  subjected,  as  the  costs  of  transportation  on  the  Ohio 
Canal  during  the  same  period  of  time. 

Sect.  3.  That  whenever  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  or  a  greater  amount  of  the  Stock 
of  said  Company,  shall  have  been  subscribed,  the  com- 
missioners named  in  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amend- 
ment, shall  have  power  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Stock- 
holders, for  the  purpose  of  organizing  said  Company, 
in  (he  manner  po'nted  out  in  the  said  act,  any  thing' 
contained  therein  to  the  contrary  notwithst,inding. 

Sect.  4.  That  s.aid  Company  shall  keep  a  fair  and  ac- 
curate account  of  the  whole  expense  of  making  and 
repairing  said  Canal  with  all  incidental  expenses  ap- 
pertaining to  the  same,  within  the  respective  limits  of 
each  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  together 
with  an  accurate  and  just  account  of  all  the  tolls  col- 
lected by  said  Company,  on  such  part  of  the  said  Canal 
as  lies  within  the  territorial  limits  of  each  of  said  States 
respectively,  and  said  States  shall  each  have  therightto 
purchase  at  any  time  hereafter,  all  that  portion  of  said 
Canal  which  lies  within  their  territorial  limits,  for  the 
sole  use  and  benefit  of  said  State,by  paying  to  said  Com- 
pany a  sum  of  money,  which,  together  with  the  tolls  re- 
ceived by  said  Company  within  such  State,  shall  equal 
the  cost  and  expenses  of  said  Canal  as  aforesaid,  within 
such  State,  with  an  interest  of  eight  per  cent,  per  an- 
num thereon,  and  the  books  of  said  Company  shall  al- 
ways be  open  for  the  inspection  of  the  Agents  of  said 
States,  respectively  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Legislature  of  either  of  said  States,  and  if  said  Compa- 
ny shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  keep  and  exhibit  their  ac- 
counts as  required  by  tljis  section,  when  thereunto  re- 
quested by  such  Agent,  then  all  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges granted  by  this  act  shall  cease  and  be  determined. 
JOHN  M.  CRKED, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
PETER    HITCHCOCK, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Feb.  20,  1S35; 
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MEMORML 
Of  the  Baltimore  Convention,  held  the  8th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1834,  praying  for  Legislative  aid  to  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal,and  for  the  passage  of  a  Reso- 
lution, recommending  the  said  work  to  the  patronage 
of  Congress. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tives  of  the  Commonweallh  of  Pennsylvania: 
The  memorial  of  the  undersigned,  in  behalf  ofa  Con- 
vention of  delegates  from  various  parts  of  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania,  Maiyland,  and  Virginia,  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  assembled  at  the  city  of  Baltimore,  on  the 
8th  December,  1834,  respectfully  represents: 

That,  in  conformity  with  the  views  of  numerous  and 
highly  respectable  popular  meetings  in  the  States  and 
District  referred  to,  the  Convention  was  called  into  ex- 
istence, and  proceeded  to  deliberate  on  such  measures 
and  suggestions  as  were  deemed  best  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  further  progress  and  ultimate  completion  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal.    To  the  undersigned. 


1835.] 
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members  of  that  Convention,  as  citizens  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, the  appropriate  ilii'y  was  assigned,  uf  memoraliz- 
ing  the  Legislature  of  their  State,  tor  aid  and  assistance 
to  this  great  and  interesting  work,  which,  in  its  con- 
templated ronte,  passes  through  a  highly  important 
section  of,  and  in  its  commercial  effects  cannot  fail  to 
become  greatly  beneficial  to  other  and  extensive  por- 
tions of  our  Stale.  Yuur  meniorialisls  cannot  refrain, 
at  this  lime,  from  offering  their  humble  congratulations 
to  your  honorable  body,  on  the  enlightened  wisdom  so 
eminently  displayed  in  the  Councils  of  the  Common- 
wealib,  only  equalled  by  that  Herculean  labor  and  per- 
severance which  has  consummated  for  the  State,  a  line 
of  artificial  communication  throughout  her  whole  inte- 
rior, and  permanently  connected  her  interests  with  the 
rapidly  eypanding  trade  of  the  valley  of  the  mighty  Mis 
sissippi;  laid  at  fir  feet  the  rich  products  of  the  grow- 
ing empire  on  the  borders  of  the  Ohio,  and  |iromising 
in  return  a  speedy  and  ample  remuneratioji  for  the  toil 
and  treasure  of  her  citizens,  expended  in  the  comple- 
tion of  this  stupendous  enterprize — an  enterprize  no 
longer  doubtful — an  enterpiize  which,  in  efTecf  has 
changed  the  current  of  the  Ol  io  from  the  west  to  east — 
which,  instead  of  wafting  on  its  broad  and  friendly  bo- 
som, to  an  unhealthy,  remote,  and  precarious  market, 
the  exhauatless  and  varied  products  of  the  States  adja- 
cent to  its  borders;  is  now,  to  a  vast  extent,  transfer- 
ring them,  by  its  ascending  navigation,  and  through  the 
great  internal  channels  which  the  wisdom,  and  w  ealth, 
and  public  spirit  of  the  Commonwealth  have  perfect- 
ed, to  the  commercial  emporium  of  our  State. 

As  each  returning  year  comes  laden  with  an  increase 
in  the  populaiion  and  productions  of  the  wide  and  lux- 
uriant fields  which  stretch  themselves  out  on  either 
bank  of  the  Ohio,  unparalleled  in  any  age  or  any  coun- 
try under  the  face  of  the  sun;  it  requires  no  prophetic 
vision  to  foresee  that,  long  anterior  to  any  contemplated 
completion  of  the  interesting  work,  (for  the  further 
prog^-ess  of  which  we  now  implore  the  aid  of  your  ho- 
norable body,)  the  canals  am\  rail  ways  of  Pennsylvania 
will  be  in  possession  of  a  commerce  far,  very  far,  ex- 
ceeding in  extent  their  utmost  capacity  to  accommo- 
date.— Even  at  this  moment,  is  Pennsylvania  without  a 
rival  fur  that  great  and  constantly  augmenting  trade. — 
None  need  she  fear,  in  future,  if  these  views  are  worthy 
of  consideration. 

No  conflicting  interests;  no  matters  of  State  policy, 
then,  interfering  between  the  citizens  of  Pejinsylvania 
as  a  community,  and  reasonable  protection,  encour- 
agement, and  regard  fur  the  advance  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  Canal  to  its  uliimate  completion,  your 
memorialists  approach  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
with  the  less  reserve,  and  with  re-assured  confidence  of 
success,  imploring  you,  that  the  mighty  arm  of  their 
own  great  State  may  be  outstretched  for  its  relief,  in 
this  the  "  hour  of  its  need."  Surely  shall  we  notask 
in  vain,  when  we  remind  your  honorable  body,  that  the 
aid  which  we  invite  and  trust  will  not  be  refused  to  the 
great  work  under  consideration,  will  be  returned  and 
repaid  in  the  advantages  and  facilities  of  trade  which 
will  be  afforded  by  its'construction,  to  a  large  number 
of  your  immediate  constituents,  (unrivalled  for  their 
industry  and  enterprize,)  inhabiting  the  several  counties 
of  Somerset,  Bedford,  Franklin,  Fayette,  Washington, 
and  Greene,  on  our  southern  borders;  who  have  hither- 
to borne,  without  a  murmur,  their  proper  proportion  of 
the  burden,  but  who,  from  their  local  position,  are  de- 
prived of  many,  if  not  all  the  advantages  which  other 
portions  of  the  State  enjoy  from  the  construction  of  our 
own  works  of  internal  improvement. 

At  a  former  Session  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, a  joint  resolution  of  the  two  branches,  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect,  was  passed  with  more  than  usual  una- 
nimity:— "That  the  Senators  in  the  United  States  Se- 
nate, and  Representatives  in  Congress  of  this  State,  are 
requested  to  endeavour  to  procure  the  passage  of  a 
law  authorizing  the  subscription  of  a  mj7/tD«  of  dollars 


on  the  part  of  the  General  Government,  to  the  stock  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  to  be  ex- 
pended on  the  western  secliims  " 

With  this  resolution  on  yoyr  statute  booksj  with  the 
just  claims  of  a  large  portion  of  your  constituents,  ad- 
verted to  above;  with  the  enlightened  liberality  which 
has  so  uniformly  characterized  the  Legislature  of  our 
State;  and  above  all,  the  deep  !u\d  abiding  interest 
which  Pennsylvania  professes  and  feels  in  every  mea- 
sure calculated  to  cement  and  increase  the  bonds  of 
union  between  all  the  members  of  this  great  confedera- 
cy; your  memorialists  will  not  permit  themselves  to 
doubt  for  a  moment,  (he  success  of  their  appeal,  on  the 
present  occasion-  The  funds  therefor  provided  by  in. 
dividual  and  corporate  public  spirit, for  prosecuting  this 
splendid  enterprise,  are  well  nit;h  exhausted.  The  ap- 
proaching crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the  company  which  has 
the  immediate  supervision  and  charge  over  the  con- 
■  strtiction  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,  has  ne- 
j  cessarily  created  an  unusual  sensation  in  the  public 
mind  throughout  all  the  section  of  our  common  coun- 
try directly  concerned  in  tl  e  prosecution  of  the  work, 
and  imperatively  demanding  the  active  sympathy  and 
efficient  aid  of  their  brethren  every  where.  In  that 
sensation,  oi)erating  far  and  wide,  originated  the 
convention  under  whose  instruction,  and  at  whose  in- 
stance, your  memorialists  have  the  honor  at  this  time 
to  approach  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

Your  memorialists,  therefore.in  conclusion, /jroy  that 
such  pecuniary  aid  or  subscription  of  stock  tothe  Ches- 
apeake and  Ohio  Canal,  may  be  authorized  bv  law,  as 
the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature  may  deem  proper  and 
adequate  to  meet  the  pressing  exigencies  of  the  com- 
pany; and  that  a  joint  resolution  be  passed  by  your  hon- 
ourable bodies  recommending:  this  great  work  to  the 
patronage  of  the  iVciiona/ X.fi;is/a/ure.-  And  your  me- 
morialists, &c.  &c. 

WM.   ROBINSON,  Jr. 
Chairman  Committee  Ball.   Contention. 
Allegheny  county,  5th  Jan.  ISC5. 


i  CHESTER  COUNTY  ATHENiEUM. 

At  an  annual  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
j  Chester  County  Athenaiim,  held  in  the  reading  room 
!  on  20th  February,  1S35,  DR.  ISAAC  THO.VIAS  was 
,  called  to  the  chair,  and  U.  V.  PES-yvpACKKii,  Esq. 
'  appointed  Secretary. 
i      The  Report  of  the  Directors  relating  to   the  finances 

of  the  institution,  wasrea<l  and  adopted. 
;      The  usual  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  embracing 
I  a  view  of  the  past,  present  and  future  prospects  of  the 
I  Athensum  was   laid  before  the  meeting,  approved  of, 
;  and  ordered  to  be  publishtd. 

On  motion,  it  was 
;      Resolved,  That    the    meeting   go    into  an    election 
;  for  seven   Directors  for  the  ensuing  year.      Where- 
! upon. 

DR.  WILLIAM  DARLINGTON, 
DR.  WILMER  WORTHINGTON, 
JOHN  HALL, 
HENRY  FLEMMING, 
WM.  H.  DILLINGHAM,  Esq. 
WM.  WILLIAMSON,  Esq. 
WM.  DARLING  ION,  Esq. 
Were  duly  elected. 
On  motion  the  meeting  adjourned. 

ISAAC  THO.MAS,  Chairman. 
U.  V.  Pesstpackeb,  Secretary. 


Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors.. 

The  Directors  of  the  Chester  county  Athensum,  in 

submitting  their  eighth  Annual  Report,  cannot  refrain 

from  congratulating  themselves    and  the  stockholders 

upon  the  prosperous  condition  of  the  institution.  £ight 
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years  have  now  elapsed  since  a  few  public  spirited  indi- 
viduals in  the  borough  of  West  Chester,  conceived  the 
Idea  of  establishing  an  institution  of  this  character,  with 
a  view  to  their  own  moral  and  intellectual  culture,  and 
the  elevation  of  the  literary  character  of  the  neighbor- 
hood. The  project  was  by  some  considered  visionary; 
by  many  ils  practicability  was  doubted;  and  by  nearly 
all  it  was  feared  thit  we  were  not  yet  sufficiently  awaki 
to  ils  advantages  to  induce  us  to  sustain  it  with  that 
firmness  to  which  its  merits  entitled  it;  but  the  ardor 
of  its  friends  was  not  thus  to  be  extinguished.  They  per 
severed;  and  although  during  a  few  of  the  first  years  of 
its  existence  they  had  to  struggle  with  great  pecuniary 
and  other  difficulties,  so  as  almost  to  revive  those  dor- 
mant fears  for  its  fate,yet  they  now  have  the  satisfaction 
to  know  that  the  institution  is  placed  upon  a  firm  and 
permanent  basis.  For  the  last  few  years,  the  Athenaeum 
has  been  gradually  gaining  strength,  and  the  literary 
prosperity  of  the  association,  by  its  own  continued 
accretion,  and  extensive  and  liberal  donations,  has 
greatly  increased  in  value.  If  there  were  any  thing  in 
its  conception  to  cheer  the  almost  drooping  spirits  of  its 
friends,  there  is  an  hundred  fold  as  much  to  animate 
them  now;  and  as  determined  perseverance  has  hither- 
to sustained  it,  there  can  be  no  fear  but  that  a  proper 
estimate  of  its  benefits  and  advantages  will  continue  to 
be  held  by  those  interested  in  its  success. 

Within  the  past  year,  there  has  been  no  diminution 
of  the  interest  heretofore  manifested  in  the  prosperity 
of  the  institution.  It  is  true  astockholder,  or  an  annual 
subscriber,  from  a  change  in  his  residence  or  his  pur- 
suits, occasionally  ceases  his  attendance  at  the  room; 
but  we  are  at  the  same  time  receiving  occasional  acces- 
sions, which  continue  the  actual  supporters  of  the 
Athensum  at  about  the  same  number.  There  has 
been  no  material  variation  in  this  respect  during  the 
past  year. 

By  reference  to  the  Treasurer's  report,  it  will  be 
seen  tiiat  our  funds  are  amply  sufficient  for  our  present 
ordinary  expenses.  It  must  be  admitted  however,  that 
an  increase  of  money  in  the  Treasury  would  be  very 
desirable,  as  well  to  enable  us  to  supply  ourselves  with 
additional  newspapers  and  journals,  as  fur  the  purposes 
of  binding  up  our  reviews  and  magazines  whicli  are 
constantly  accumulating  upon  our  shelves.  It  will  be 
highly  necessary  to  t.ake  measures  to  accomplish  this 
object  at  an  early  day. 

Within  the  year  we  have  had  the  pleasure  to  acknow- 
ledRe  the  receipt  of  many  valuable  donations  to  the 
Athensum.  Among  those  deserving  our  particular 
notice,  is  the  regular  receipt  of  the  most  of  the  impor- 
tant public  documents  from  the  Honorable  David  Potts, 
our  member  of  Congress,  to  whom  we  have  heretofore 
been  so  highly  indebted  for  his  attention  to  our  institu- 
tion. To  our  members  of  the  Legislature  of  the  last 
and  the  present  session  also,  we  are  under  many  obli- 
gations for  valuable  and  interesting  public  documents. 
To  William  H.  Dillingham,  Esq.  we  are  indebted  for  a 
present  of  a  map  of  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line 
between  the  United  States  and  the  British  colonies;  and 
to  the  same  gentleman  lor  dcposile  in  the  Athenaium  of 
a  handsomely  drawn  plan  for  the  public  buildings  of 
this  county,  by  Thomas  U.  Walter,  architect.  We  h.ive 
to  express  our  acknowlegments  to  Anthony  Bolmar, 
Esq.  the  enterprising  Principal  of  the  West  Chester 
Academy,  for  a  donation  of  a  number  of  volumes  of 
French  and  English  works,  the  productions  of  his  own 
labors.  It  gives  us  pleasure  also  to  notice  the  recent 
receipt  of  a  package  of  books  and  pamphlets  from  our 
esteemed  friend  J-   J.   Barcl.iy,  Esq.  of  Philadelphia, 

one  of  our  earliest  and  steadfast  friends  and  patrons. 

We  may  hope  and  trust  that  the  same  spirit  which  dic- 
tated such  liberal  donations  to  us  from  the  commence- 
ment of  our  existence,  will  continue  to  be  manifested  in 
the  cause  of  Uterature  and  morals;  and  that  we  shall 
still  continue  to  deserve  the  same  encouragement  that 
has  heretofore  been  so  freely  held  out  to  us. 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  board  resolved  to 

admit  all  the  editors  of  the   borough  to  the   free  use 

of  the  Athensum,  upon  their  furnishing  us  with  their 

own,  and  such  other  newspapers  as  they  could  conve- 

itly  spare.     The  offer  was  accepted,   and  we  have 


I  hesitation  i 


ayuig 


that  1 


have  profited  largely  by 


the  measure.  We  have  thus  been  liberally  furnished 
with  an  additional  quantity  of  excellent  reading  mat- 
ter, at  a  very  small  if  any  additional  expense.  We 
hope  the  Board  of  Directors  about  to  be  elected,  will 
see  the  propriety  of  continuing  this  advantageous  ar- 
rangement- 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

W.\I.  DARLINGTON,  M.  D.  Pres't. 
W.   P.   TowNSEND,  Sect'y. 
February  20,  1835. 

WEIGHT  OF  SHEEP. 

The  dead  weight  of  seven    sheep    fed   by  Clinton 
Frame,  of  Westtown  township,  is  as  follows: 
Five  two  years  old  of  the  Bakewell  blood. 

Number  1  weighed  140  lbs. 

2  "  122  lbs. 

3  "  118  lbs. 

4  "  114  lbs. 

5  "  198  lbs. 


Average, 


120  2-5  lbs. 


One  of  the  above  sheep  cut  4i  inches  in  the  rib,  2i 
of  which  was  solid  fat. 

Two  yearlings  of  the  common  blood,  No  1,   100  lbs. 

No.  2,  94  lbs. 

The  following  is  the  dead  weight  of  thirteen  sheep, 
fed  by  Jesse  James,  of  Westtown  township,  Chester 
county,  the  live  weight  of  which  was  published  in  our 
last  paper.  The  tallow  from  one  of  them  weighed  34 
pounds. 

Number  1  weighed,  155  lbs. 

.'    2         "  135     " 

"     3         "  124     " 

«    4        "  124     " 

"     5        "  124     " 

<'     6        "  124     •' 

«    7        <i  132     « 

•'     8         "  128     " 

.<     9        ..  122     •• 

"  10        "  122     «' 

<•  11         «'  118     " 

«  12         "  110    « 

"  13         "  109     " 


Average, 


124  5-13  lbs. 
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Shad.— Four  shad — the  first  taken  this  season  in  the 
Delaware,  were  in  market  on  the  16th  or  17th  instant. 

The  business  on  the   Schuylkill  canal  commenced 

onthelSthinst. 

Printed  every  Saturday  morning  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEDDES,  No.   9  Library  street. 

The  publication  office  of  the  Register  has  been  re- 
moved from  Franklin  Place,  to  No.  61,  in  the  Arcade, 
eastern  room  up  stairs- 
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EDUCATION    SYSTEM. 
HEPOHT 
Of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  and  Superin- 
tendent of  Common  Schools,  on  the  subject  of  I'oin- 
mon  Schools. — Read  in  the  House  of  llepresentativei, 
March  3,    1835. 

Secretabt's  Office,  ? 
Harri.burg,  2d  March,  1835.  S 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania- 
Gestlemek: — 
By  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  act  to  establish  a 
general  system  of  education,  passed  on  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1834,*  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  is  re- 
quired as  Superintendent  of  the  Common  Schools,  to 
"  Prepare  and  submit  an  annual  report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, containing  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Common  Schools,  estimates  and  accounts  of  expendi- 
tures of  the  school  moneys,  plans  for  the  improvement 
of  the  common  school  system,  and  all  such  matters  re- 
lating to  his  office  of  Superintendent,  and  to  the  con- 
cerns of  the  coinmon  schools,  as  he  shall  deem  it  ex- 
pedient to  communicate."  The  present  report  must 
necessarily  be  confined  to  a  statement  of  what  has  been 
done  towards  organizing  the  system  created  by  th'S 
act,  and  of  the  difficulties  that  have  occurred  in  the  j 
construction  of  the  law,  so  far  as  they  have  come  with  j 
in  the  notice  of  the  superintendent.  The  condition  of 
the  schools,  and  the  cost  of  maintaininjj  them,  cannot  j 
be  known,  till  reports  shall  be  received  from  the  in-  [ 
spectors,  which  tlie  sixteenth  srction  of  the  act  re- 
quires them  to  make  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  j 
November.  | 

The  duty  enjoined  by  the  twenty-seventh  section  on  t 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  was  attended  to;  ; 
and  copies  of  the  act  were  sent  to  the  sheriff  of  each 
county  in  the  State.  I 

The  notice  required  by  the  nineteenth  section,  of 
the  share  to  which  each  division  might  be  entitled  of  [ 
the  appropriation  of  seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  made 
by  the  State,  was  prepared  in  August  last,  and  pub-  , 
lished,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  law,  in  every  i 
county  of  the  Commonwealth  in  which  there  was  a  ] 
newspaper,  except  Mifilin  and  Juniata.  The  county  of 
Juniata  having  constituted  a  part  of  Mifflin  in  the  year  j 
1828,  when  the  last  enumeration  of  the  taxables  in  j 
the  State  was  made,  it  was  not  known  what  number  ' 
was  in  each.  This  fact  having  been  ascertained  in  No- 
vember, the  requisite  notice  was  then  given  to  these 
divisions  also.  I 

The  enumeration  of  1828  being  the  last  made  under  [ 
the  authority  of  the  Slate,  was  taken  as  the  ratio  by 
which  the  appropriation  of  seventy -five  thousand  dol- 
lars was  apportioned  among  the  several  school  divisions. 
Tlie  share  to  which  each  is  entitled,  according  to 
this  appointment,appears  by  the  table  hereto  appended. 
Rc-ports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  delegate  meetings 
held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  November  last,  have  been 
received  from  all  the  counties  in  the  State,  except  , 
Clearfield,  Columbia,  Greene  and  Montgomery.  Tlie 
results  of  these  proceedings  are  stated  in  the  table.  ' 
Some  difficulties  have  arisen  in    the  construction  of 

•  See  Reg.  Vol-  XIII.  p.  235.  I 
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this  law,  from  the  ambiguity  and  obscurity  of  its  pro- 
visions, which  are  thought  worthy  of  the  notice  of  the 
Legishatiire, 

By  the  first  section  it  is  provided,  "  that  every  ward, 
township,  and  borough,  within  the  several  schi  ol  di- 
visions, sITall  each  form  a  school  district."  Some  of 
the  boroughs  are  divided  into  wards.  Is  csch  ward  of 
one  of  these  boroughs  to  constitute  a  district.'  or  is  the 
whole  borough  included  in  one.'  In  York  and  Reading, 
each  ward  was  taken  to  be  a  district;  and  this  seems  to 
the  superintendent  to  be  the  cirrect  interpretation  of 
this  part  of  the  law.  In  Harnsburg,  which  consists  of 
2  wards,the  borough  was  considered  as  but  one  district. 
According  to  the  fifth  section,  "the  uppropriations 
made  by  the  joint  meeting  shall  be  considered  part  of 
the  authorized  estimates  of  county  expenditures,  and 
shall  be  levied  and  collected  in  the  usual  manner." — 
It  also  provides,  that  to  constitute  a  joint  meeting,  at 
leixst  two  of  the  county  commissiom  rs,  and  a  majority 
of  the  delegates  of  the  school  districts  in  each  division, 
shall  be  required."  By  the  sixth  section,  if  a  majoiity 
of  the  joint  meeting  refuse  to  make  appropriations  for 
common  schools,  those  who  may  have  voted  in  the  af- 
firmative, being  the  minority  of  the  delegates,  are  em- 
powered to  fix  the  amount  of  tax  to  be  raised  by  the  dis- 
tricts which  they  represent.  How  is  this  tax  to  be  le- 
vied and  collected.'  It  is  not  an  appropriation  made  by 
the  joint  meeting,  for  the  commissioners  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  and  therefore  it  does  not  come  within  the 
provisions  of  the  fifth  section.  In  this  case,  the  dis- 
tricts in  the  minority  do  not  constitute  a  school  division: 
their  delegates  act  independently  of  the  representatives 
of  the  county,  and  without  their  concurrence. 

It  is  expressly  provided,  in  the  seventh  section,  that 
sums,  which  the  districts  acting  separately  and  inde- 
pendently of  the  divisions,  shall  resolve  to  raise  for 
school  purposes,  "  shall  be  collected  as  township  or 
borough  rates  and  levies  are  by  law  collected." 

The  superintendent  has  thercfore.in  answer  to  inqui- 
ries upon  this  point,  stated  his  opinion  to  be,  that  this 
tax  is  to  be  collected  in  the  same  way.  Some  of  the 
supervisors  however,  in  accordance  with  the  .advice  of 
counbel,  as  it  is  said,  have  refused  to  collect  it;  and  in 
some  of  the  counties  it  has  been  assessed, and  is  intend- 
ed to  be  collected,  like  county  rates  and  levies. 

The  seventh  section  provides,  that,  "  within  twenty 
days  after  such  joint  meeting  of  the  delegates  as  afore- 
said, or  at  such  time  as  such  joint  meeting  shall  fix  and 
determine,  if  said  delegate  meeting  shall  have  deter 
mined  to  make  an  appropriation  as  aforesaid,  the  peo 
pie  of  the  several  school  districts  shall  assemble,  &c. 

Meetings  of  the  people  in  the  districts  have  been  helc' 
at  times  and  places  appointed  by  the  minority  of  the 
delegates,  in  those  counties  in  which  the  joint  meetings 
refused  to  make  appropriations.  Many  of  these  meet- 
ings agreed  to  raise  sums  in  addition  to  the  amount 
which  their  delegates  had  resolved  should  be  levied — 
The  language  of  the  law  does  nut  authorize  these  pro- 
ceedings.and  the  collection  of  these  additional  sums  may 
be  successfully  resisted.  This  will  produce  great  hard- 
ship in  some  of  the  districts,  in  which  they  mainly  rely 
upon  the  sums  they  expect  thus  to  raise  for  the  suppor ; 
of  their  schools.  All  which  is  respectlully  submitted. 
JAMES  FINDLAY, 
Secretary  of  the  Com-  and  Sup.  of  Common  Schools- 
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TABLE  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  FOREGOING  REPORT. 


School  DisiricU.                                                                                                                                                 1 

si, 

1 

1 

State  appro- 

Sum voted  to  be  raised 

Counties. 

.f 

•f 

t 

priation. 

by  tax. 

REMARKS. 

I 

< 

«  1 

.. 

Adams, 

16 

7 

9 

gl,23S  71 

§1,195  66 

One  commissioner  in  favor  and  two  against. 

Allegheny, 

28 

25  • 

3 

3,017  35 

6,500  00 

Commissioners  in  fuvor- 

Armstrong, 

13 

9 

i   2 

60  09 

1,920  18 

do.                 do. 

Beaver, 

all  exc' 

pt.  1&.1 

1,240  42 

-   3,727  26 

do.                do.  No.  ofdist's  not  repor'd 

Bedford, 

15 

10 

3 

2 

1,309  40 

Equal  prese't.  co.  rts 

Two  do  in  favor  and  one  against. 

Br.adford, 

27 

23 

4 

991  93 

Double   St.  approp'n. 

Commissioners  in  favor. 

Berks, 

34 

3 

30 

1 

3,007  32 

1,500  00 

do.         did  not  vote. 

Bucks, 

30 

8 

17 

5 

2,975  40 

Am't.  not  determined. 

Butler, 

12 

all 

828  32 

2,000  .00 

Two  commissioners  in  favor  and  one  against. 

Chester, 

44 

17 

27 

3,015  87 

Commissioners  did  not  vote. 

Comber'nd. 

17 

13 

3 

1 

1,574  70 

3,000  00 

do.                    do. 

Columbia, 

1,037  92 

Report  not  received. 

Centre, 

maj. 

1,066  50 

3,700  00 

The  number  of  districts  not  reported. 

Clearfield, 

262  94 

Report  not  received. 

Crawford, 

26 

all 

894  36 

3,500  00 

Cambna, 

8 

6 

1 

1 

337  22 

Double  St.   approp'n- 

2,200  00 

Delaware, 

all 

1,070  93 

The  number  of  districts  not  reported. 

Dauphinj 

16 

2 

11 

3 

1,356  57 

637  34 

Commissioners  voted  against. 

Erie, 

23 

17 

845  13 

1,800  00 

Franklin, 

14 

11 

1,796  67 

Double  St.   approp'n. 

One  commissioner  in  favor  and  one  against. 

Fayette, 

maj. 

1,738  30 

Do                 do. 

The  number  of  districts  not  reported. 

Greene, 

925  90 

Report  not  received. 

Hunting'n. 

16 

10 

6 

1,476  54 

5,000  00 

Two  commissioners  present,  voted  against. 

Indiana, 

10 

7 

3 

805  33 

Am't.  as  for  CO.   purp. 

Commissioners  voted  in  favor. 

Juniata, 

8 

8 

2 

612  25 

3,500  00 

One  do.  in  favor  and  one  against. 

Jefferson, 

8 

all 

104  94 

Double  St.   approp'n. 

Lancaster, 

29 

14 

15 

4,419  02 

Lowest  amo't  that  will 

Commissioners  voted  against. 

Lebanon, 

9 

all 

1,050  29 

entitle  to  St.  approp. 

Lehigh, 

14 

2 

11 

1 

1,273  73 

Commissioners  voted  against. 

Luzerne, 

30 

23 

4 

1,321  20 

One  commissioner  in  favor  and  one  against. 

Lycoming, 

mnj. 

908  21 

Double  St.  approp'n. 

The  number  of  districts  not  reported. 

M'Kean, 

all 

90  50 

More  than  do.    do. 

do.                 do.                  do. 

Montgo'ry. 

2,429  56 

Report  not  received- 

Mifflin, 

6 

all 

625  52 

4,250  00 

Mercer. 

all 

1,028  77 

2,060  00 

The  number  of  districts  not  reported. 

Northam'n. 

!9 

9 

IC 

2,176  05 

Double  St.  approp'n. ICommissioners  voted  in  favor. 

Northum'd 

11 

6 

5 

1,055  60 

J  the  amo't.  of  co.  tax.  Commissioners  voted  against. 

Pike, 

9 

6 

5 

262  94 

gl,500  00              Two  commissioners  in  favor  and  one  against. 

Perry, 

10 

6 

1 

878  43 

IJ  mills  on  the  dollar.  Commissioners  voted  in  favor. 

Potter, 

11 

all 

72,81 

1,200  00 

Somerset, 

12 

4 

8 

984  56 

Two  commissioners  present,  voted  against. 

Susqueh'a. 

21 

all 

764  65  Double  St.   approp'n.  Commissioners  voted  in  favor- 

Schuylkill, 

13 

4 

9 

800  32  Equal       do.                               do.             do.     against. 

Tioga. 

all 

481  96i           3,000  00             The  number  of  districts  not  reported. 

Union, 

14 

2 

12 

1,111  90|               280  00 

Venango, 

16 

13 

C 

568  92  6  m.  on  dol.  to  be  lev.  Commissioners  voted  i«  favor. 

Warren, 

all 

271  19  2  m.  on  dol.  to  be  lev.', 

Washin^'n. 

23 

18 

5 

2,397  731            4,800  00 

Comissioners  voted  in  favor. 

Westmor'd 

20 

10 

K 

1,920  77]            4,650  00 

One  commissioner  in  favor  and  one  against. 

Wayne, 

15 

11 

1 

407  09              3,000  00 

Commissioners  voted  in  favor. 

York, 

26 

7 

_i^ 



2,513  27'            1,300  00             1             do.         voted  against.                               1 

CHESTER  COUNTY  BEEF. 

The  following  are  the  weights  of  cattle  weighed  at 

West  Chester    within  a  few  days.     Oxen  fed  by 

Brinton  Jones,   2040  Hibbard  Davis,  1980 

1980  1760 

1870  1585 

1740  1550 

1640  Francis  Strode.     2080 


Brinton  Jones,     1550 

Eara  Cope,         1990 

1880 

The  Darby  Republican,  of  Delaware  county,  of 
Friday  last,  has  this  article. 

A  Fine  Ox. — An  ox,  raised  and  fed  in  this  county, 
by  Mr.  John  Cochkan,  passed  through  this  place,  on 
1  hursday  last,  for  the  Philadelphia  market.  He  was 
weighed  on  the  Darby  hay  scales,  and  drew  2576  lb«. 


1835.] 
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INAUGURAL  AODRESS 

By  Rev-  Johs  Luhlow,  D.  D.  ns  provost  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Fennsylvania.     Delivered  Dec.  22,  1834. 

Called  to  preside  over  the  Urihersily  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  the  partiality  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  before  enter- 
ing upon  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties,  in  accord- 
ance with  long  established  usage,  in  such  cases,  I  have 
risen  to   offer   some  remarks  which   the  occasion  sug- 


gests. 

I  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  respon 
tlon  which  I  am  about  to  occupy;  and 


ibillly  of  the  sta- 
t  is  withnolillle 


bearance  that  can  be  employed,  here  and  there  un  in- 
stance should  be  found  of  a  youth  *o  lost  to  every  inge- 
nunus  feeling  that  he  cannot  be  rt  t:;iucd  without  irrepa- 
rable injury  to  his  associates,  then  tlierc  should  he  :ui 
inflexible  firmness,  which  no  considerations  shoulil 
divert  from  making  the  painful  sacrifice  of  exclusion 
from  the  Halls  which  are  disgr.aced  by  his  presence  — 
But  even  then  I  would  not  follow  him  with  anathemas; 
I  would  le:ive  the  door  open  before  him  in  the  hope 
that  this  exercise  of  discipline  might  incite  him,  lIsc- 
wherc,  to  redeem  his  character,  and  jet  btcomc  an 
ornament  to  the  community. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  general  government  of 
a  literary  institution,  is  the  system  which  may  be  ad^  pl- 
ed to  excite  a  spirit  of  noble  emulation  and  (lisiinciion 
among  its  pupils.  It  is  unquestionably  desirable  that 
there  should  he  sufficient  motive  to  arouse  to  action 
the  latent  powers  of  the  mind,  and  increase  their 
strength  by  vigorous  exercise;  but  it  is  a  matter  of 
some  importance  so  to  adjust  the  system  as  that  it  may 
perate  most  happilv  upon  the  whole  mass  of  mind, 
/hich  is  brought  under  Its  influence.  It  is  to  be  ex- 
pected that  there  will  alwa>sbe  a  diversity  of  talent  in 
every  promiscuous  collection  of  youth;  and  that  the 
talents  of  some  may  be  more  rapidly  developed  than  of 
others,  even  when  there  may  be  no  difference  in  the 
amount  of  native  intellect.  From  the  well  known  influ- 
ence of  climate  upon  the  physical  and  intellectual  pow- 
ers, this  difference  in  the  development  of  talent  is  some- 
times apparent  in  youth  of  the  same  age  gathered  from 
diflTerent  sections  of  our  own  country.  From  these 
considerations  it  would  be  manifestly  wrong  to  expect 
that  all  should  make  the  same  improvement .  It  is  pos- 
sible therefore  that  a  system  intended  to  excite  aa 
emulous  action  may  operate  with  too  great  severity; 
for  while  it  m:iy  have  the  happiest  effect  upon  a  few, 
it  may  tend  to  repress  the  energies  of  the  many,  and 
in  the  end  leave  them  far  below  the  standard  to  which 
they  might  have  attained  under  a  less  severe  pressure. 
All  that  can  reasonably  be  required  of  every  youth  is, 
that  he  should  make  the  best  improvement  of  the 
talents  and  advantages  which  he  possesses.  And  our 
design  should  be  not  so  much  to  operate  upon  a  few  of 
a  class,  who  may  be  made  to  tower  far  above  the  rest, 
as  to  exert  the  best  influence  upon  the  respectability 
and  distinction  of  the  whole.  The  history  of  our  literary 
institutions  will  bear  me  out  in  the  fact,  that  those  who 
have  occupied  the  most  prominent  places  in  their  colle- 
giate course  have  not  always  figured  with  the  greatest 
prominence  in  the  world,  while  their  fellows,  w  ho  gave 
less  indications  of  talent,  have  arisen  to  stations  of  com- 
manding influence  and  respectability.  Perhaps  this 
may,  in  part,  be  attributed  to  a  too  great  reliance  of  tlie 
former  upon  their  native  talents,  and  too  little  upon 
their  efforts;  yet  it  is  sufficient  to  warrant  the  conclu- 
sion, that  no  youth,  of  even  ordinary  capacity,  may  not, 
with  proper  culture  and  diligence,  rise  to  places  of 
honor  and  usefulness  in  society.  Tt  is  certain  however 
that  whatever  system,  calculated  to  excite  an  honora- 
ble rivalry,  is  adopted,  much,  very  much,  will  depend 
upon  the  discretion  of  instructors  to  give  it  success. 

Passing  from  these  points  which  may  be  considered 
as  incidental  to  a  course  of  education,  1  come  to  the 
substantial  part  of  it.  In  regard  to  education  the  great 
question  to  be  determined  seems  to  be,  how  can  you 
make  the  most  of  mind?— or  in  wh.at  way  can  youth  be 
most  successfully  trained  to  enjoy  the  greatest  amount 
of  happiness  and  to  qualify  them  for  the  greatest  use- 
fulness in  society?  Much  has  been  written  in  answer  to 
this  question .  The  consequence  has  been  that  in  our 
I  own  country,  especially,  such  changes  have  been  sug- 


to  say,  if  untiring  devotion  to  the  interests 
tution  can  secure  a  successful  discharge  of  its  duties, 
then  1  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  not  wholly  fail  to  meet 
the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  confidence  reposed 
in  me.  Assured  of  the  hearty,  and  efficient  coopera- 
tion of  my  distinguished  associates,  I  rely  much  upon 
their  practical  wisdom;  and  anticipate  from  this  union 
of  hearts  and  hands  in  one  common  cause  the  most 
favorable  resul  s. 

The  well-being  and  prosperity  of  every  literary  insti- 
tution will  in  some  measure  depend  upon  a  wise  and 
salutary  government.  Though  governinent  be  only  in- 
cidental to  a  higher  end  yet,  like  the  scaffolding  to  a 
building,  it  is  ren  lered  indispensably  necessary.  It  is 
easy  to  perceive  that  a  government  may  be  characteri- 
zed by  such  sternness  and  severity  as  to  create  a  con- 
stant disposition  to  resist  its  action,  and  lo  impair  the 
rules  of  order  and  decorum.  Nor  is  it  less  apparent 
that  a  government  may  be  characterized  by  suci\  a  hap- 
py union  of  mildness  and  decision  as  to  secure  its  end 
almost  without  being  felt.  The  one  may  perhaps  be 
most  appropriately  denominated  a  government  of  au- 
thority; the  other  a  government  of  reason.  We  cannot 
hesitate  in  a  choice  between  the  two.  The  former 
incorporates  the  elements  of  de^pntism;  till  latter  the 
affectionate  control  of  pn-cntal  influence.  Let  it  not 
be  supposed,  as  it  sometimes  seems  to  have  been,  that 
there  is  any  impossibility  in  extending,  with  success,  a 
government  of  so  much  gentleness  to  a  collecting  of 
youth,  in  a  literary  institution.  With  all  the  disposition 
to  indiscretion  which  may  be  occasionally  manifest,  at 
this  period  of  life,  there  is  a  candor  in  the  youthful 
bosom  on  which  I  think  reliance  may  be  confidently 
placed  to  sustain  a  wholesome  discipline,  and  put  to 
shame  the  individual  who  is  bent,  after  every  entreaty 
and  remonstrance,  to  set  at  nought  the  exercise  of  all 
restraint.  If  education  should  have  regard  to  the  culti- 
vation of  the  moral  as  well  as  the  intellectual  faculties, 
how  much  would  such  a  government  tend  to  inspire 
that  high  and  honorable  feeling,  that  virtuous  sensibili- 
ty, which  constitute  such  prominent  features  in  the  for- 
mation of  a  noble  character.  How  much  would  it  tend 
to  do  away  the  impression,  too  common  among  youth 
when  about  to  enter  a  literary  institution,  that  they  are 
approaching  a  sort  of  prison,  in  wh'ch  their  personal 
liberty  is  to  be  sacrificed;  or  that  while  they  are  under 
their  immediate  instructors  they  will  be  subjected  to  a 
set  of  masters  who  have  not  one  particle  of  parental 
sympathy.  Let  them  feel  that  a  collegiate  course  de- 
prives them  of  no  reasonable  enjoyment  compatible 
with  the  object  to  which  they  are  devoted — that  those 
who  are  entrusted  with  their  education  have  no  other 
desire  than  to  fjcilitate  their  improvement,  and  there 
will  not  be  that  impatience  of  restraint  which  seeks  oc- 
casion to  promote  disorder,  and  to  thwart  in  every  way 
the  exercise  of  government.  Besides  it  ought  to  be  an 
object   of  primary  importance  with  the   faculty   of  an 

institution  to  save  every  youth  committed  to  their  care , , 

in  despite  of  all  the  waywardness  to  which  any  mav  be  '  gested,  and  such  innovations  have  been  propi 
prone.  Character  is  inestimable,  and  if  it  be  lost  iti  the  made  in  relation  to  the  established  system  of  education, 
outset,  how  many  wounds  does  it  open!  To  secure  as  to  have  exc'ted  apprehension,  m  some  rriinds,  for  the 
this  most  desirable  end,  I  know  of  no  influence  more  fate  of  sound  and  substantial  literature.  The  spint  of 
eff"ectual  than  that  of  a  parental  character.  If  however  ;  the  age,  which  is  fruitful  of  innovation,  has  doubtless 
it  must  be,  notwithstanding  all  the  aiildness  and  for- '  led  to  the  suggestion  of  some  extravagant  notions.  The 


osed  to  be 
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old  mode  of  making  scholars  has  been  thought  too  long  duced,  and  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  age-  Extend 
and  tedious,  and  various  plans  have  been  proposed  to  the  range  of  study  with  the  progress  and  development 
make  scholars  by  a  shorter  course.  Impositions  have  of  science — improve  in  every  possible  way  the  mode  of 
been  practised  upon  a  too  credulous  community.  High  teaching,  and  the  facilities  of  illustrating  science;  but 
sounding  names  have  been  emplciyed  to  give  a  new  i  do  not  depart  from  the  grand  outlines  of  a  system 
coloring  to  an  old  thing,  and  then  it  has  been  present-  which  has  produced  the  most  profound  and  illustrious 
ed  to  the  world  as  a  wonder  of  the  age.  This  desire  ;  scholars.  It  is  a  matter  which  may  well  be  que.s,tioned, 
of  change  in  a  long  established  system  has  shown  ilself 
in  opposition  to  the  study  of  the  dead  languages — an 
opposition  wliich  basin  some  instances  been  sanction- 
ed by   great  and  honored  names.     It  does  not  become 


to  undervalue  sentiments  honestly  entertained.  It 
may  however  be  said  that  the  most  distinguished  cham- 
pions against  this  part  of  the  established  system  of  ecu- 
cation  have  themselves  unconsciously  furnished  very 
conclusive  evidence  of  the  value  of  what  Ihey  have  so 
vehemently  opposed.  Without  entering,  here,  upon 
the  merits  of  the  quesiion  in  relation  to  the  study  of 
the  learned  languages,  I  will  only  observe,  that  if  these 
languages  be  thoroughly  taught  with  accompanying 
illustrations,  of  the  scope  and  design  of  the  several 
classic  authors;  of  the  various  factf,historical,  biographi- 
cal, and  mythological,  which  they  contain;  and  above 
all  with  illustrations  of  the  beautiful  sentiments  with 
which  they  abound,  the  study  of  them  will  be  pleasing 
as  well  as  profitable  to  the  pupil.  Taught  in  iliis  man- 
ner, the  teacher  of  languages  may  bring  in  all  his  varied 
knowledge,  and  lay  all  science  under  contribution  to 
throw  around  his  course  a  fascinating  charm.  Then  all 
the  advantages  claimed  for  the  study  of  these  languages 
will  be  manifcsl;  and  none  who  regard  the  influ- 
ence which  they  exert  in  disclphuing  the  youthful 
mind,  in  producing  a  critical  acquaintance  with  your 
own  language,  in  refining  the  taste  and  forming  it  after 
the  most  finished  models  of  antiquity,  will  consent  that 
the  study  of  the  dead  langiiages  should  ever  be  abolish- 
ed in  a  finished  course  of  education.  But  while  I  have 
no  feeling  in  common  with  those  who  would  entirely 
exclude  the  study  of  the  ancient  classics,  I  cannot  but 
think  that  our  own  English  classics  have  been  too  little 
regarded.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  such  monuments 
of  genius  and  taste  should  not  form  a  continuous  part 
ofihe  classical  course  of  every  English  scholar.  Ifit  be 
conceded  that  Homer,  Demosthenes,  Virgil,  Cicero, 
and  Horace  should  occupy  the  foremost  place;  ought 
MiUon,  Pope,  Young,  Sliakspeare,  Addison.  Burke, 
and  Johnson  to  be  entirely  neglected?  Can  they 
exert  no  influence  in  forming  a  correct  and  finished 
taste — in  creating  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
use  of  our  own  language?  Can  they  claim  no  advan- 
tage on  account  of  the  Christian  principles  and  Christian 
morals  which  they  inculcate?  And  being  presented  in 
our  own  living  language;  will  not  their  beauties  fortbe 
most  part,  be  more  easily  perceived  and  much  better 
understood?  Ought  not  then,  the  critical  analyss  of  se- 
lect parts  of  these  classics  to  be  closely  blended  with  the 
common  course  of  Rhetoric  in  our  literary  institutions? 

I  have  spoken  of  innovations  upon  the  established 
Bystem  of  Education:  far  be  it  from  me  however  in 
what  has  been  said,  to  indicate  that  the  course  of  edu- 
cation is  not  susceptible  of  improvement,  or  that  no  im- 
provement has  been  made.  Still  whatever  has  been 
tested  by  long  experience  should  not  be  hastily  dis- 
turbed, or  assailed  with  a  rude  hand.  It  is  a  safe  crite- 
rion to  judge  of  the  value  of  a  system  of  instruction 
which  has  long  prevailed  by  the  efTects  which  it  has 
produced.  According  to  tliis  rule,  what  has  been  the 
result?  Where  shall  we  find  such  scholars  as  are  to  be 
found  in  the  last  age?  In  the  various  branches  of  sci- 
ence which  were  then  cultivated — in  all  the  learned 
professions,  they  stand  out  in  bold  relief  upon  the 
pag.  s  of  history.  Though  some  men  may  endeavor  to 
depreciate  the  system  under  which  they  received  their 
intellectual  training,  yet  it  will  doubtless  be  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  literary  reputation  not  to  court  a  com- 
parison with  them.  Whatever  improvements  are  made 
iu  the  course  of  (nstruclion,  let  them  be  gradually  intro- 


whether  any  radical  improvement  hasbeen  made  in  the 
system  of  education  since  the  period  of  the  immortal 
Bacon.  To  his  inventive  and  philosophic  mind  we  are 
indebted  for  the  entire  change  which  took  place  in  the 
prosecution  of  physical  and  mental  science.  The  prin- 
ciple of  induction,  which  he  carried  into  the  region  of 
matter  and  mind,  has  laid  a  foundation  from  which  we 
cannot  depart  without  being  lost  in  the  uncertainties 
of  profitless  speculation.  He  has  taught  us  to  substi- 
tute facts  for  fancy,  and  by  the  gradual  development 
and  analysis  of  the  various   phenomena  of  matter   and 

nd,  to  arrive  at  general  conclusions  which  are  incon- 
trovertible.      This    method  of    prosecuting    science 
hich  deals  in  facts — truths — cannot  be  carried  out  too 
extensively  wherever  it  admits  of  application;  though 

must  be  confessed  that  there  is  a  constant  tendency 
to  depart  from  it.  Perhaps  nothing  has  been  more 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  truth  and  science  in  its 
various  departments,  than  a  disposition  to  form  specula- 
tions and  theories;  and  then,  losing  sight  of  truih, 
labor  to  bend  every  thing  to  sustain  them.  What  a 
waste  of  intellect  and  of  effort,  which,  if  correctly  ap- 
plied, would  have  tended  to  very  different  results — 
Hence  we  c«nnotin  a  system  of  education  adhere  too 
closely  to  a  principle  which  the  great  philosopher  has 
taught  us.  To  it  we  are  mainly  indebted  for  those  dis- 
coveries which  have  been  made  in  natural  science,  by 
which  the  hidden  laws  of  nature  have  been  developed, 
and  made  subservient  to  the  convenience,  the  comfort, 
and  even  the  happiness  of  roan.  To  it  we  are  indebt- 
ed for  the'analysis  of  mind,  and  the  reduction  of  mental 
philosophy  from  a  state  of  chaotic  confusion  to  a  system 
of  intelligence  and  order. 

Assuming  this  grand  principle  as  the  basis  of  a  course 
of  education,  so  far  as  it  can  be  applied,  it  is  matter  of 
great  importance  that  the  subjects  embraced  in  it 
should  be  prosecuted  in  the  order  best  ad.pted  to  the 
capacity  of  the  youthful  mind.  The  first  elements  of 
knowledge  are  derived  through  the  medium  of  ihe  organs 
of  sense.  External  objects  are  the  first  to  attract  atten- 
tion, and  to  communicate  ideas.  Abstract  subjects  are 
among  the  last  which  engage  our  thoughts.  Hence  it 
is  that  we  are  so  much  more  conversant  with  wl.at 
passes  without  us,  than  with  what  takes  place 
within  us.  This  law  of  our  nature  requires  that 
those  sciences,  or  studies,  which  make  an  impres- 
sion upon  Ihe  organs  of  sense  should  precede  those 
which  are  abstract  in  their  nature,  and  require  habits  of 
abstraction  in  order  to  comprehend  them.  Though 
this  it  would  seem  must  be  very  obvious  to  all,  yet  the 
law  itself,  in  application  to  the  course  ofeducation,  has 
not  always  been  kept  sight  of.  This  remark  applies 
more  to  our  common  schools,  and  academies,  than  to 
our  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Does  it  accord 
with  this  principle  of  mental  philosophy  that  English 
Grammar  should  occupy  the  place  it  commonly  does  in 
our  primary  schools?  As  soon  as  a  school-boy  is  able 
to  read  with  some  fluency,  an  English  Grammar  is  one 
of  the  first  books  that  is  put  into  his  hands.  And  with 
parents  it  is  commonly  evidence  of  great  proficiency, 
and  a  cause  of  exultation,  regardless  of  their  age,  that 
their  children  are  studying  grammar!  I  think  you  will 
bear  me  out  in  saying  that  there  is  not  a  more  difficult 
subject  to  comprehend  than  the  philosophy  of  language. 
And  how  can  it  be  expected  that  youth,  in  their  earlier 
stag-es  ofeducation,  can  understand  it,  when  it  requires 
of  those  who  have  come  to  maturity  so  much  study  and 
reflection.  Is  it,  except  so  far  as  memory  is  concerned, 
httle  more  than  a  waste  of  time?  Would  it  not  be  less 
difficult  for  a  youth  to  understand  even  the  elements  of 
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some  of  the  natural  sciences?  Might  there  not  a  bene-  vestigation  of  the  various  subjects  which  may  claim  his 
ficial  change  in  this  respect,  be  made  in  our  primary  I  attention.  Nor  are  they  less  vahiable  in  the  practical 
schools,  if  history,  which  is  so  much  neglected,  or  even  ',  application  of  knowledge.  By  the  art  of  analysis  it  is 
intellectual  arithmetic,  were  substituted  in  the  place  of  j  comparatively  easy  to  mould  a  subject  into  a  luminous 
Knglish  Grammar.'  We  have  learned,  within  a  few  (form,  so  that  all  its  parts  are  comprehended,  almost, 
years,  that  children  and  youth  liave  a  capacity  to  j  without  an  effort.  This  inlelleclual  training,  which  a 
acquire  knowledge,  at  a  much  earlier  period  than  was  j  teacher  should  ever  have  in  view, will  give  ample  scope 
heretofore  supposed;  and  we  are  very  much  indebted  t  for  the  exercise  of  all  his  powers.  And  herein  lies  the 
for  the  fact  to  the  establishment  of  infant  schools. —  ]  great  difference  which  obtains  between  one  course  of 
Have  they  not  shown  that  children,  at  the  age  of  five  or  j  instruction  and  another.    Here  too  is  the  point  in  which 


SIX  years,  may  now  know  what  once  required  ten  or 
twelve  to  learn?  Is  it  not  because  they  have  been  con- 
ducted upon  the  philosophic  principle,  which  teaches 
them  to  call  to  their  aid  the  external  senses  in  the 
attainment  of  knowledge?  It  is  the  part  of  wisdom  to 
derive  instruction  from  every  source,  and  if  such  adv.in- 
tage  may  result  from  a  happy  adaptation  of  the  course 
of  study  to  the  capacity  of  the  youthful  mind,  ought 
we  not  to  avail  ourselves  of  it  throughout  the  whole 
training  of  youth,  and  thus  by  increasing  the  facilities 


improvement  is  to  be  made  i 
This  improvement  does  not  consist  in  jlartial  modifica- 
tions of  this  course.  It  is  matter  of  minor  importance, 
whether  one  author  or  another  be  adopted  as  a  guide; 
the  student  must  be  taught  to  think  for  himself.  I  do 
not  however  mean  by  thinking  for  himself,  what  some 
seem  to  attach  to  this  idea,  a  rejection  of  every  thing 
old  because  it  is  old-  By  no  means.  This  is  mischiev- 
ous in  its  tendency.  It  is  a  spirit  of  literary  licentious- 
hich  seeks  a  reputation  for  geniotis  and  originali- 


ol  obtaining  knowledge,  in  effect,  protract  the  period  ty  by  thinking  as  no  one  has  ever  thought  before.court- 
of  our  existence  and  add  to  the  extended  usefulness  of]  ing  singularity  for  the  sake  of  notoriety.  It  is  rsithera 
every  scholar.  ]  freedom  of  inquiry  which,  while  it  moves  onward  with 

But  if  it  be  important  to  adapt  a  course  of  education  manly  step,  does  not  disdain  to  draw  knowledge  from 
to  the  capacity  of  youth,  it  is  still  more  so  that  all  the  ,  every  source,  and  by  new  combinations  of  the  simple 
faculties  of  the  mind  should  be  cultivated  in  their  pro- '  elements  of  truth,  presents  them  in  the  most  powerful 
per   proportions,    in    order    that  it    may    be    made   a  |  and  attractive  form. 

most  perfect  instrument  for  the  development  of  truth.  |  It  is,  moreover,  important  in  a  course  of  education 
However  ingeniously  the  several  parts  of  a  piece  of  that  it  should  be,  as  fur  as  possible,  accompanied  with 
mechanism  may  be  cotislructed,  it  will  fail  to  accom-  '  experiments.  Here  again  we  see  the  force  of  that 
plish  the  end  for  which  it  is  intended, unless  these  parts  principle  in  mental  science,  which  teaches  us  to  call  in 
are  happily  adjusted  to  move  in  perfect  harmony.— j  the  aid  of  the  senses  in  order  to  impress  trutU  upon  the 
The  body  can  never  be  expected  to  attain  that  symme-  '  mind.  What  would  be  the  best  course  of  anatomical 
try  which  constitutes  its  strength  and  beauty,  unless  its  I  lectures  without  the  dissecting  knife.'  Why  do  the 
several  members  have  their  due  proportion.  What  is  |  Medical  Faculty  feel  it  to  be  so  important  to  have  ac- 
true  of  a  piece  of  mechanism  and  of  the  human  trame,  |  cess  to  our  hospitals,  our  alms-houses,  but  that  they 
is  not  less  so  of  the  intellectual  faculties.  To  secure  j  may  illustrate  the  various  diseases  to  which  the  body 
this  result,  the  circle  of  education  must  necessarily  i  is  subjected  in  a  living,  tangible  form.  'I  he  natural 
embrace  various  subjects  of  study  calculated  to  call  into  ;  philosopher  would  spend  muchjof  his  learning  to  little 
action  every  power  of  the  mind,  to  invigorate  each  one  i  or  no  purpose,  were  he  not  to  carry  out  his  principles 
by  constant  exercise,  while,  at  the  same  time,  neither  j  by  a  course  of  experiments,  which,  while  they  teach 
is  cultivated  at  the  expense  of  the  other,  but  all  are  '  with  unerring  certainty  the  truth, make  such  an  impres- 
improved  according  to  their  relative  import-ince.  In  j  sion  upon  the  mind  that  it  cannot  easily  be  forgotten, 
conducting  a  course  of  instruction,  too  much  attention  1  Hence  it  becomes  indispen^ably  necessary  that  every 
cannot  be  paid  to  this  mental  cultivation  and  discipline.  ;  literary  institution  should  be  amply  furnished  whh  an 
The  youthful  studeit  must  be  excited  to  habits  of  men-  apparatus  of  the  first  order.  If  there  be  any  lack,  it 
tal  activity.  He  must  be  taught  how  to  think;  how  to  ;  should  be  immediately  supplied,  as  indispensably  ne- 
analyse.  His  curiosity  must  be  awakened,  and  direct-  cessary  to  the  pui poses  of  science.  Nor  should  edu- 
ed  in  a  proper  channel.  His  ingenuity  and  invention  cation  be  only  experimental:  it  should  be  practical. — 
must  be  set  at  work,  and  the  field  of  inquiry  and  inves-  |  It  should  always  be  borne  in  mind  that  youth  are  to 
tlgation  must  be  thrown  wide  open  before  him,  and  ev-  be  educated  in  reference  to  their  usefulness.  There 
ei'-y  effort  must  be  employed  to  inspire  him  with  a  re- '  are  few  subjects  in  a  course  of  instruction  which  do  not 
lish  for  intellectual  enjoyment.  This  is  something  veiy  [  suggest  matter  of  practical  application.  1  he  study  of 
different  from  the  mere  knowledge  of  the  text  book;  '  the  languages,  hke  the  pages  of  history,  may  be  most 
or  loading  the  memory  with  the  mere  technicalities  of'  profitably  improved.  The  science  of  mental  philoso- 
Bcience.  It  is  important  that  a  student  should  under-  [  phy,as  it  teaches  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  mind, 
stand  the  various  subjects  embraced  in  a  course  of  stu- 1  enables  us  to  determine  by  what  laws  the  mind  is  con- 
dy;  but  it  is  more  important  that  he  should  be  brought  I  trolled.  Natural  philosophy  has  a  direct  bearing,  in 
under  this  system  of  intellectual  training,  that  like  a  many  of  its  departments,  upon  the  ai-ts,  and  moral 
skilful  mechanic  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  philosophy  comes  in  at  every  step  with  its  sublime 
nature  and  design  of  every  instrument  of  his  art,he  may  sanctions  to  bear  upon  the  heart,  and  enforce  the  prac- 
know  how  to  use  the   facilities  which  his  Creator  has  [  lice  of  duty. 

given  him,  and  to  apply  them  to  the  best  advanlas;e.  !  But  whatever  may  be  the  course  of  education,  how- 
It  unfortunately  happens  that  very  many  youth  go  forth  '  ever  excellent  in  itself,  this  does  not  supercede  the  ne- 
into  the  world  and  spend  half  their  lives  before  they  cessity  of  laborious  application  and  diligence.  When 
acquire  the  knowledge  how  to  study,  if,  indeed,  they  I  we  look  at  the  course  prescribed  in  our  Colleges,  and 
acquire  it  at  all!  How  desirable  for  a  student  to  have  •  the  short  period  of  four  years  in  which  it  must  be  pass- 
his  mind  so  well  disciplined  that  he  may  with  perfect '  ed  over,  no  one  can  expect  to  make  himself  a  profi- 
ease  call  up,  bv  the  law  of  association,  every  thing  re-  '  cient  unless  by  incessant  toil.  'I  he  student  must  not 
latingto  a  particular  subject  in  the  circle  of  his  attain- ]  expect  exemption  from  the  general  law,  that  by  the 
ments.  He  should  be  like  a  man  of  business,  who  is  so  '  sweat  of  his  brow  he  is  to  obtain  bread.  1  he  desire, 
methodical  in  all  he  does,  that  at  any  moment,  he  can  so  natural  to  man,  to  avoid  severe  and  protracted  la- 
lay  his  hand  upon  any  paper,  upon  any  subject,  when  j  bour,  has,  perhaps,  been  one  cause  of  the  disposition 
his  attention  is  called  to  it.  This  discipline  depends  which  prevails,  to  too  great  an  extent,  to  shorten  the 
upon  cultivating  habits  of  analysis  and  classification.  !  prescribed  path  that  leads  up  the  hill  of  science.  The 
Habits,  which  when  once  formed,  save  no  little  time  !  idea  seems  rather  too  chimerical,  notwithstanding  the 
and  labour  inlhe  attainment  of  knowledge,  and  the  in- i  inventive  geniusof  my  countrymen,  to  suppose  that 
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they  will  ever  succeed  in  constructing  a  rail  way  up 
this  rugged  ascent,   which   by  the  help   of  stationary 


power. 


watt  them  like  the  breeze  towards  its  sum- 


We  must  be  content  to  travel  the  old  and  beaten 
path,  however  steep  and  difficult.  But  it  is  not  mere- 
ly in  order  to  acquire  the  knowledge  which  is  to  be  ob- 
tained in  a  course  of  education  that  every  student  must 
submit  to  labour;  it  is  necessary  that  he  may  form  ha- 
bits of  industry,  which  he  may  carry  with  him  throui;li 
life.  For  it  should  be  deeply  impressed  upon  his  mind 
that  when  he  leaves  the  Halls  of  science,  he  has  only 
just  entered  upon  a  career  of  honour  and  usefulness. 
The  necessity  of  forming  such  habits  is  enforced  by  the 
temptation  to  which  he  is  constantly  exposed  to  settle 
down  in  inglorious  ease.  He  will  be  in  danger  of  re- 
stricting the  extent  of  his  reading  to  the  many  light 
and  ephemeral  productions,  which  are  every  day  is- 
suing from  a  most  prolific  press.  Whatever  benefit 
these  may  be  to  the  community  at  large,  they  are  not 
calculated  to  make  scholars  of  the  first  class.  The  stu- 
dent must  seek  for  something  more  solid  and  substan- 
tial. He  must  do  more.  He  must  endeavour,  by  ex- 
ample, to  correct,  what  seems  becoming  too  prevalent, 
a  taste  for  light  reading,  and  threatens  even  to  lure 
away  the  best  scholars  from  those  good  old  paths, 
which  promise  the  most  enduring  harvest  of  literary 
glory. 

There  is  one  other  point  connected  with  education, 
which  I  wish  to  place  before  you  in  all  its  importance, 
and  as  it  comes  more  especially  within  the  range  of  my 
department,  I  may  be  allowed  to  insist  upon  it.  It  is 
the  importance  of  giving  to  every  course  of  instruction 
a  decidedly  religious  character.  I  do  not  mean  secta- 
rian; for  with  this  I  have  nothing  to  do;  nor  has  this  in 
Btitution.  When  I  speak  of  religion,  I  mean  Christian! 
ty  as  opposed  to  scepticism  and  infidelity.  I  do  main- 
tain that  the  lesson  of  Divinity  is  taught  in  every  de- 
partment of  science.  I  do  maintain  that  the  same  God 
who  made  the  Universe  made  the  Bible.  I  am  aware, 
and  infidels  are  aware  of  the  importance  ofthis  declara- 
tion; and  hence  the  strenuous  efforts  which  have  been 
made  to  disprove  it.  They  well  know,  as  we  do,  that 
if  one  fact  in  the  development  of  science  could  be 
brought  in  array  against  the  Bible,  that  it  would  form 
very  strong,  if  not  conclusive  evidence  against  its  pre- 
tensions to  Divinity.  Hence  the  assaults  which  geolo- 
gists in  time  past  have  made  upon  the  Mosaic  account  of 
the  creation.  They  seemed,  indeed,  for  a  season  to 
exult  in  a  triumph  over  it.  But  has  not  a  distinguish- 
ed geologist  of  the  French  school  settled  the  question, 
that  of  all  others,  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  creation  is 
the  most  rational,  and  is  to  be  universally  received? — 
Have  not  the  same  class  of  men  denied  the  possibihty 
of  a  flood  of  waters,  by  which  the  old  world  was  swept 
away  as  with  the  besom  of  destruction;  and  have  they 
not  thence  inferred  the  impossibility  of  the  final  catas- 
trophe of  the  universe  when  the  mighty  God  shall 
"send  his  ploughshare  o'er  creation" — when  the 
world,  and  all  that  is  therein  shall  be  burned  up.  The 
fallacy  ofthis  inference  can  no  longer  be  doubted  in 
view  of  the  discoveries  which  have  been  made  in  chem- 
cal  science.  Has  it  not  demonstrated  with  what  facili- 
ty almost  every  thing  in  nature  can  be  decomposed  and 
made  to  yield  an  hiflammable  element  which  may  ex. 
plode  the  whole  system  ?  Has  it  not  taught  by  itsdevelop- 
ments  how  easy  it  is  for  the  Omnipotent  chemist  of  the 
universe  to  throw  the  world  into  his  laboratory  and 
consume  it  in  a  moment?  It  is  matter  of  gratulation  to 
the  friends  of  Revelation,  that  all  the  discoveries  of 
science,  at  every  step,  so  far  from  contradicting,  con- 
firm the  sacred  page;  and  we  have  no  fears  that  any 
future  discoveries  will  tend  to  a  different  result.  The 
tendency  of  scepticism  and  infidelity  is  most  unfriend- 
ly to  individual,  domestic,  and  social  happiness,  and 
to  the  improvement  of  society.  "  Scepticism,  even  in 
its  most  inoffensive  form,"  says  Dugald  Stewart,  "when 
it  happens  to  be  united  to  a  peaceable  disposition  and 


a  benevolent  heart,  cannot  fail  to  have  the  effect  of 
damping  every  active  and  patriotic  exertion.  Convinc- 
ed that  truth  is  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  the  human 
faculties,  and  doubtful  how  far  the  prejudices  we  dis- 
pise  may  not  be  essential  to  the  well  being  of  society, 
we  resolve  to  abandon  all  speculative  inquiries;  and, 
sufl'ering  ourselves  to  be  carried  directly  along  with  the 
stream  of  popular  opinions,and  of  fashionable  manners, 
determine  to  amuse  ourselves  the  best  way  we  can  with 
business  or  pleasure,  during  our  short  passage  through 
this  scene  oi  illusions.  But  he  who  thinks  more  favour- 
ably of  the  human  powers,  and  who  believes  that  rea- 
son was  given  man  to  direct  him  to  his  duty  and  his 
happiness,  will  despise  the  suggestions  of  this  timid 
philosophy;  and  while  he  is  conscious  that  he  is  guided 
in  his  inquiries  only  by  the  love  of  truth,  will  rest  assur- 
ed that  their  result  will  be  equally  favourable  to  his 
own  comfortand  the  best  interests  of  mankind." 

The  importance  of  imbuing  the  mind  with  Christian 
principles  is  indispensable  to  the  youtli  themselves. — 
No  one  can  be  happy  who  contradicts  the  laws  of  his 
moral  nature.  As  well  might  he  expect  to  live  without 
food,  or  to  thrust  his  hand  into  the  fire  and  not  be 
burned.  The  impossibility,  though  not  apparent,  is  as 
real  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  The  precepts  of 
Christianity  are  in  perfect  conformity  with  the  laws  of 
our  moral  nature.  Hence  they  can  never  be  violated 
with  impunity.  This  sentiment  cannot  be  too  deeply 
impressed  upon  our  youth.  They  should  know  and 
feel  that  their  honour,  their  happiness,their  usefulness, 
will  be  promoted  irt  as  far  as  they  live  in  conformity  to 
the  great  end  of  their  being.  To  deviate  from  this  rule 
is  to  approach  the  downward  road  that  leads  to  infamy 
and  ruin.  If  it  be  important  on  their  own  account  that 
our  youth  should  be  brought  under  the  influence  of 
Christian  principles;  is  it  no  less  so  when  we  look  at  the 
influence  which  they  may  exert  upon  the  destinies  of 
their  country  ?  What  is  the  nature  and  genius  of  our 
institutions?  Is  not  the  experiment  here  making  which 
is  to  demonstrate  whether  man  is  capable  of  self-go- 
vernment or  whether  he  is  not?  I  do  not  indulge  in 
those  gloomy  apprehensions  which  some  entertain  of  the 
short-lived  fate  of  our  republic.  I  believe  that  the  ex- 
periment will  show  that  man  is  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment; but  I  feel  that  there  is  no  security  except  in  in- 
telligence, virtue,  and  religion.  I  do  feel  that  our  lite- 
rary men,  who  must  wield  the  Democracy  of  our  coun- 
try— who  must  lead  in  moulding  society,  and  giving  a 
direction  to  its  varied  concerns,  should  be  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  Christianity.  They  must  stand  upon  the 
rock  of  revelation,  firm  as  the  hills,  and  by  their  influ- 
ence and  example,  throw  their  whole  weight  into  the 
scale  of  virtue.  The  greatest  foes  to  our  free  institu- 
tions are  scepticism  and  infidelity;  and  I  trust  the  day 
will  never  come  when  the  youth  educated  in  our  litera- 
ry institutions  shall  be  so  lost  to  every  noble  and  virtu- 
ous sentiment,  as  to  give  countenance  tn  these  monsters 
whose  proper  element  is  discoid,  desolation,  and  death! 
I  could  say  much  more  on  this  subject,  but  the  time 
would  fail  me.  I  will  only  add,  on  tliis  point,  that  man 
is  an  inhabitant  of  two  worlds,  and  if  he  cannot  be  hap- 
py here,  in  contradictingthelawof  his  creation,  he  can 
not  be  happy  hereafter;  because  the  same  laws  operat- 
ing in  time  and  in  eternity,  he  must  be  thrown  for  ever 
at  an  immeasurable  distance  from  the  source  of  all  hap- 
piness—God his  creator. 

Entertaining  these  general  views  of  what  belongs  to 
a  course  of  education,  I  enter  upon  the  duties  assigned 
me  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  I  enter  upon 
them  with  an  ardent  devotion  to  its  interests,  and  with 
raised  hopes  that,  aided  by  such  an  able  Faculty,  and 
sustained  by  such  a  distingushed  Boaid  of  Trustees  its 
collegiate  department  will  go  onward,  increasing  in  the 
number  of  its  pupils,  and  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness,  a 
growing  honour  to  the  city  of  the  illustrious  Penn,  and 
the  immortal  Franklin.  For  a  series  of  years  its  medi- 
cal department  has  sustained  an  unrivalled  pre-emi- 
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nence;  and  why  should  not  its  collegiate  dep.-irtiiienl 
aspire  after  the  same  enviable  distinction?  I  know,  in- 
deed, there  is  no  monopoly  in  the  Republic  of  letters, 
and  I  envy  not  the  prosperity  of  any  literary  institution 
in  the  land;  but  is  it  not  a  privilege  as  well  as  duly  to 
patronise  an  institution  of  our  own'  Here  it  is  that 
parents,  while  they  can  exert  the  best  influence  upon 
the  morals  of  their  children — an  influence  which  is  be- 
ginning to  be  better  known  and  valued,can  at  the  same 
time  have  them  trained  in  a  course,  which  for  the  ex- 
tent which  it  embraces,  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  any  in- 
stitution in  our  country.  Its  advantages  are  open  to  all 
who  will  embrace  ihem.  Every  class  of  our  citizens, 
and  those  especially  who  cannot  incur  the  expense  of 
sending  their  sons  abroad,  may  here,  at  a  comparative- 
ly small  expense,  have  them  educated  under  their  own 
eye.  And  will  not  our  citizens  avail  themselves,  more 
than  they  h.ive  done,  of  the  opportunity,  when  they 
know  not  but  from  among  their  own  offspring  there 
may  be  reared  up  another  Kittenhouse,  or  another 
Franklin?  If  I  am  commending  to  your  p.itronage  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  I  feel  that  I  am  pleading 
your  own  cause — the  cause  of  every  parent  and  child 
in  this  great  and  growing  city.  I  would  have  every 
class  of  citizens  feel  that  it  is  the  legitimate  nursery  of 
their  ofFspring,  and  the  door  through  which  they  may 
be  exalted  to  the  highest  honours  in  the  republic.  But 
with  all  the  benefits  which  it  is  capable  of  conferring 
upon  this  community,  it  may  be  made  still  more  bene- 
ficial. The  only  thing  in  the  way  is  the  want  of  funds; 
and  though  it  may  sustain  itself  as  at  present  organized, 
it  presents  imperious  claims  to  the  liberality  of  the  citi- 
zens  of  Philadelphia.  Is  it  necessary  to  do  more  than 
to  announce  the  fact  to  open  the  hearts  and  hapds  of  a 
city  so  abundant  in  wealth,  and  not  wanting  in  libeiali- 
ty?  If,  in  my  desire  for  the  prosperity  of  this  institu- 
tion, I  should  appeal  to  you  in  its  behalf,  I  flatter  my- 
self that  you  will  need  only  to  be  told  what  means  are 
necessary  to  realize  your  hopes,  and  ours,  and  thty 
will  be  at  oncj  bestowed.  While  other  institutions  are 
even  now  exerting  their  efTorts  to  add  thousands  to 
their  funds,  let  us  not  be  wanting  to  an  institution  which 
is,  or  ought  to  be,    the  pride  and  glory  of  our  city.     I 

fear  I  have  trespassed  too  long  upon  your  patience 

But  allow  me  to  say  in  conclusion,  while  so  much  de- 
pends upon  our  own  exertions  in  sustaining  this  insti- 
tution— while  so  much  more  can  be  done  than  has  yet 
been  done,  I  feel  that  success  in  our  efforts  must  de- 
pend upon  him  from  whom  cometh  down  every  good 
and  perfect  gift,  and  whose  merciful  regard  may  be 
entreated  upon  every  undertaking  desgned  to  promote 
his  glory,  and  the  happiness  of  man.  To  him  do  I 
commend  it,  with  all  its  interests,  in  the  hope  that  he 
will  deign  to  smile  upon  it,  and  make  it  a  fountain 
whence  streams  shall  issue  to  gladden  our  beloved 
country,  and  the  church  of  God. 

From    the   Catalogue  of  the  University  it  appears 
there  are  in  the  Dhpahtmeht  or  Arts — 
Under  graduates,  viz:  — 

Senior  Sophisters  21 

Junior        do  15 

Sophomores  24 

Freshmen  33 


Total 


Of  the  abo»e  are  from- 
Fhil.idelphia 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
N.  Jersey 
Mai  lie 

D.  Columbia 
S.  Carolina 
Canada 


Medical  Class— Session  1834—5, 

Matriculants  392 


Viz.  from 
Alabama 

- 

9 

Canada  and  Brit 

sh  Prov 

nces   2 

District  of  Columbia 

2 

Delaware 

8 

England 

1 

Florida 

1 

Georgia 

12 

Ireland 

1 

Illinois 

1 

Kentucky 

5 

Louisiana 

6 

Maryland 

8 

Mississippi 

8 

Missouri 

1 

New  England 

12 

New  York 

12 

New  Jersey 

23 

North  Carolinia 

28 

Ohio 

9 

Pennsvlvania 

48 

Philadelphia 

75 

South  Carolina 

9 

Tennessee 

13 

Venezuela 

1 

Virginia 

87 

West  Indies 

8 

U.  S.  Navy  and 

Army 

2 

Aggregate 

392 

Of  which  197  are  first  course  students,  and  the 
mainder  of  from  2  to  4  courses. 

AGGREGATE. 

Collegiate  Department  93 

Medical  Department  392 

Academical  Department  139 

Charity  (English)  Schools  175 

Total  799 


LETTER  FROM  REV.  JEDEDIAH  ANDREWS. 

We  are  indebted  for  the  following  interesting  letter 
to  a  gentleman  of  Boston,  as  also  for  the  introductory 
notice  of  its  author,  and  the  occasional  notes  which  are 
interspersed,  tending  to  elucidate  portions  of  the  let- 
ter. 

Boston,  Feb.  24,  1835. 

Jcdediah  Andrews,  as  appears  from  a  geneological 
list  of  the  family,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Caleb  Andrews 
of  this  city,  was  born,  in  Hingham,  July  7,  1674,  son' 
of  Capt.  Thomas  Andrews  of  that  place,  and  Ruth,  bis 
wife.  He  was  the  youngest  but  one  of  10  Children. — 
His  great  grandfather,  Thos.  Andrews,  who  died  in 
1640,  at  a  very  advanced  age  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers in  that  ancient  town- 

Capt.  Thomas  Andrews,  father  of  Jedediah  com- 
manded a  company  in  an  expedition  against  Canada, 
in  1690,  and  died  in  that  service  of  the  small  pox. — 
His  widow,  of  whom  her  son  writes  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Prince,  died  in  1732,  aged  97.  Jedediak  Andrews  was 
an  alumnus  of  Harvard  College,  of  the  Class  of  1695- 
It  appears  from  J.  F.  Watson's  Annals  of  Philadelphia, 
Article  Churches,  that  Mr.  Andrews  was  minister  of  a 
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Presbyterian  Church  in  1698.'  His  letter  lo  Rev.  Mr. 
Prince,  minister  of  the  Old  South  Church  in  Boston, 
was  doubtless  in  answer  to  inquiries  having  reference 
to  Mr.  Prince's  literary  pursuit. — An  accurate  history 
of  the  country  of  which  his  Chronological  History  of 
New  England,  publibhed  in  1736,  was  a  specimen. — It 
is  not  lo  the  credit  of  that  generation,  that  he  did  not 
receive  sufficient  encouragement  to  induce  him  to  con- 
tinue his  labours,  excepting  in  some  few  pages,  part  of 
a  2d  volume  never  completed- 

The  genealogical  list  above  mentioned  of  the  Andrews' 
family,  of  Hingham,  does  not  give  the  time  of  Mr.  A's 
dealhif  i(  will  probably  be  found  in  the  records  of  the 
religions  Society  of  which  he  was  Pa«lorf — and  is  sup- 
posed, tlie_^rj/  Pastor.  His  letter,  plain,  and  unpre- 
tending as  it  is,  has  an  interest,  from  the  information 
which  it  gives  of  I'hiladelphia  and  Pennsylvania  at  that 
eirly  period. 

Philad'a,  8th,  14th,  1730. 
Rev'd  Sr — 

I  rec'd  yours  pr  Mr.  Oliver,  thank  you  for  it,  and 
take  the  distinct  acc't  you  were  pleased  to  give  of  yr. 
father,  his  affairs  and  family,  as  a  token  of  respect,  not 
doubting  but  that  covenant  blessings  are  entailed  and 
secured  to  your  family,  by  covenant  promises,  whicli 
are  yea  and  amen,  by  Jesus  Christ.  I  suppose  yt  you 
call  Middleborough.is  the  same  yt  was  called  Plimton,|| 
when  I  was  in  N.  E.  21  years  ago,  and  had  occasion  to 
be  up  by  that  country,  on  a  visit  to  my  brother,  yt  lives 
at  Rochester,  who  is,  now,  the  only  brother  I  have  left, 
having  lost  two  desirable  brothers,  about  3  years  since. 
One  died  in  Aug't,  at  Hingham,  and  the  other,  we  reck- 
on, was  lost  at  sea,  in  7br,  in  the  great  storm  yt  hap- 
pened at  yt  time;  for  he  sailed  from  Boston,  about  3  or 
4  days  before  yt  storm,  and  was  never  heard  of  since- 
My  mother,  an  aged  wcman,  lives  at  Hingham-  She 
is  about  96,  and  has  her  sight  restored  perfectly,  for 


'  [It  is  stated  in  Ur.  Meade's  "  Picture  of  Philadel- 
phia," page  206,  "That  in  the  autumn  of  1698,  the 
Rev.  J-  A-  came  from  New  England  to  Philadelphia — 
and  officiated  as  an  Independent  minister.  The  Inde 
dendents"  (who  were  also  denomljiated  Presbyterians) 
"  had  by  this  time  increased  in  numbers,  and  after  the 
removal  of  the  Baptists,  continued  to  meet  at  the  house 
on  Barbadoes  Lot,  [where  the  Independents,  and  the 
Baptists  under  the  Rev-  John  Watt,had  worshipped  for 
several  years  before  at  N.  W.  corner  of  Second  and 
Chestnut]  until  they  procured  another  in  Higli  sireet, 
where  they  erected  a  small  house  for  worship  in  1704, 
which  was  enlarged  in  1729,  about  which  time  they 
adopted  the  presbyterlal  form  of  government." — Ed. 
Reg.] 

t  He  died  in  1747.— Ed.  Rbg. 

t  The  1st  Presbyterian  Church  from  1701  to  1747. 
Ed.  Reo. 

I  A  mistake.  Middleborough  was  known  as  a  town 
in  the  Old  Colony  as  early  as  1660-  Plimton  a  settle- 
ment between  Plymouth  and  Middleborough,  was  not 
incorporated  until  1707. 


the  Jast  26  years,  and  retains  her  understanding  won- 
derfully, as  I  am  informed.  I  am  continually  longing 
to  come  once  more  and  see  her.before  she  diesj  but  the 
journey  being  long,  and  multiplicity  of  business  con- 
tinually taking  me  up,  I  am  doubtful  whether  I  shall 
get  the  liberty  to  answer  my  desire. 

The  help  yt  was  kindly  affoided  us,  from  Boston, 
was  of  singular  use  to  us,  in  enlarging  our  house,  which 
would  not,  I  think,  have  been  done,  without  it. — 
It  is  now  in  a  manner,  finished,  and  proves  very  fa- 
vourable for  enlarging  our  Congreg'n.*  I  heartily  thank 
you  for  the  present  of  the  sermons,  and  having  perused 
them,  think  there  was  no  need  of  excuses  from  hurry  of 
business,  &c-  rather  admire  how,  in  such  a  hurry,  and 
among  so  many  avocations,  they  could  be  done  so  well, 
especially  the  Election  sermon,  when  your  family  wai 
inocculated,  which,  being  a  disputed  practice,  would, 
you  know,  have  occasioned  censure,  if  they  had'nt 
done  well,  and  must,  necessarily,  cause  more  than  or- 
dinary concern  at  every  uncomfortable  symptom.  A 
nephew  of  mine,  son  to  my  eldest  brother,  Thomas, 
died  of  the  small  pox,  taken  that  way.  He  was  Pren- 
tice to  Dr.  Bulfinch, — an  hopeful  young  man,  about 
19-  His  brother  informs  me  he  died  in  peace,  declar- 
ing himself  prepared  and  not  afraid  to  die. 

Such  a  multitude  of  people  coming  in,  from  Ireland, 
of  late  years,!  °^^  Congregations  are  multiplied,  in  this 
Province,  to  the  number  of  15  or  16,  which  are  all,  but 
2  or  3,  furnished  with  ministers.  All  Scotch  and  Irish, 
but  3  or  4.  Besides  divers  new  Congregations  yt  are 
forming  by  these  new  comers,  we  all  call  ourselves 
Presbyterians,  none  pretending  to  be  called  Congrega- 
tional, in  this  Province.  In  the  Jersles  there  are  some 
Congregat'l  assemblies,  that  is,  some  of  the  people  are 
inclined  yt  way,  being  originally  of  N-  Eng'd,  yet  they 
all  submit  to  our  Presbytrys  readily  eno',  and  the  minis- 
ters are  all  Presbyl'n,  tho'  mostly  from  N.  E.  There 
is  indeed,  one  Congreg'n  in  the  back  pt  of  Newark,  yt 
don't  join  with  us,  neither  ministers  nor  People;  be- 
sides yt,  all  ye  rest  do.  There  is,  in  the  Jersies,  about 
a   dnzen    Congreg'ns,    but  not  all  constantly  supplied 


•  Does  the  writer  refer  to  the  house  in  High  street, 
which  Watson  calls  the  "Old  Button  Wood" — or  to 
some  earlier  building  in  another  part  of  the  City  occu- 
pied by  the  Presbyterians.'  [See  note  in  the  other  co- 
lumn.] 

+  Dr.  Holmes  in  his  American  Annals,  copies  from 
Anderson,  the  following  abstract  of  the  new  comer), 
in  1729. 

"English  and  Welsh  passengers  and  ser- 
vants, 267 
Scot's  servants,  43 
Irish  passengers  and  servants,                                 1,155 
Palatine  passengers,                                                    243 
Arrived  at  New  Castle  government  alone, 
passengers  and  servants,  chiefly  from  Ire- 
land, about                                                            4,500 

Total.  6,208 

iAnnab  Jl.  123.) 
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with  preaching;  tho'  most  of 'ein  are,  and  the  rest  get- 
ling  into  a  settled  way,  as  fast  as  they  can,  and  some 
new  Congreg'ns  growing  up  there  also.  There  is,  be- 
sides, in  this  Province,  a  vast  number  of  Palatines,  and 
they  come  in  still,  every  year.  Those  yt  have  come 
of  late  years,  arc,  mostly,  Presbyt'n,  or,  as  they  call 
themselves.  Reformed,  the  Palatinate,  being  about 
three-fifths  of  that  sort  of  people;  they  did  use  to  come  | 
to  me,  for  baptism  for  their  children,  and  many  have 
joined  with  us,  in  the  other  sacram't.  They  never  , 
had  a  minister,  'till  about  9  years  ago,  who  is  a  bright 
young  man,  and  a  fine  scholar.  He  is,  at  present,  ab- 
sent, being  gone  to  Holland,  lo  get  money  to  build  a 
Ch'h,  in  this  City;  but  they  are  scattered  all  over  the 
country;  those  yt  live  in  Town,  are  mostly  a  kind  of 
Gibeonites,  hewers  of  wood,  &c.  They  are  diligent, 
sober,  frugal  people,  rarely  charged  with  any  misde- 
meanour. Many  of 'em,  yt  live  in  the  country  and  have 
farms,  by  their  industry  and  frugal  way  of  living,  grow 
rich,  for  they  can  underlive  the  Britons,  &c.*  The 
first  comers  of 'em,  tho'  called  Palatines,  because  they 
came  lastly  from  the  country,  are  mostly  Switzers,  be- 
ing drove  from  the  Canton  of  Bern,  for  they  are  Bap- 
tists, and  won't  fight  or  swear.  They  don't  slave  their 
heads,  and  are  many  of 'em  wealthy  men,  having  got 
the  best  land  in  the  Province.  They  live  60  or  70  miles 
off,  but  come  frequently  to  Town  with  their  waggons, 
laden  with  skins,  (which  belong  to  the  Indian  traders) 
butter,  flour,  &c.  There  are  many  Lutherans,  and 
some  Reformed,  mixed  among  'em.  In  other  parts  of 
the  country  they  .are,  chiefly,  Reformed;  so  that  I  sup- 
pose, the  Presbyt'n  party  are  as  numerous  as  the  Qua- 

•  Thomas  Makin,  who  performed  for  Pennsylvania 
in  its  early  days,  what  il/om/had  before  done  for  New- 
England,  a  description  of  the  country  in  Latin  verse, 
thus  represents  the  economy  and  the  comforts  of  the 
Pennsylvania  farmers  at  that  period,  [1729.] 

Despicit  exoticasque  dapes,  vestesque  superbas, 

Contentus  modicis  vivere  pace  suis. 
Esuriens  dulces  epulas  depromit  inemptas, 

Et  proprio  vestis  vellere  texta  placet. 

Parva,  humilisque  domus,  latos  qu^  prospicit  agros, 
Parta,  velempta,  sibi  sufficitatque  suis. 

Utilis  est  illi,  si  non  opulenta  supella, 
Kes  sapiens  omnes  utilitate  probat. 

Fraud's  Version, 
"  He  scorns  exotic  foods  and  gaudy  dress, 
Content  to  live  on  homely  fare,  in  peace; 
Sweet  to  his  taste  his  unbought  dainties  are. 
And  his  own  homespun  he  delights  to  wear. 
His  lowly  dwelling  views  his  large  domain, 
Improv'd  in  part,  where  peace  and  plenty  reign. 
Plain  furniture,  but  useful,  he  doth  chuse. 
And  wisely  values  ev'ry  thing  for  use." 
Vol.  XV.  26 


kers,  or  near  it-*  There  is  lately  come  over  a  Pala- 
tine candidate  of  the  ministry,  who  having  applied  to 
us  at  the  Synod, for  Ordin'n,  'tis  left  to  3  minist'rs  lo  do 
it.  He  is  an  extraordinary  person  for  sense  and  learn- 
ing. We  gave  him  a  question  to  discuss  about  Justifi- 
cation, and  he  has  answered  it,  in  a  whole  sheet  of  pa- 
per, in  a  very  notable  manner-  His  name  is  John  Peter 
iMillcr,  and  speaks  Latin  as  readily  as  we  do  our  ver- 
nacular tongue,  and  so  does  the  other,  Mr.  Weis.  The 
Ch'h  party  won't  grow  much,  except  in  the  Town, 
where  there  is  a  gre.at  Congreg'n  of 'em.  There  are 
some  few  small  Congreg'ns  of  'em  in  the  country.— 
Tho'  there  be  so  many  sorts  of  Religions  going  on,  wc 
don't  quarrel  about  it.  We  not  only  live  peaceably, 
but  seem  to  love  one  another. 

As  to  civil  aflf^ilrs,  we  have  a  Charter,  granted  by  Mr. 
Penn,  which  is  ample  enough.  The  assemblies  are 
chosen  yearly,  (for  we  have  one  in  the  Province,  and 
another  in  the  Territories)  and  meet  upon  their 
own  adjournm'ts.  The  people  choose  the  Sheriffs  and 
Coroners,  yt  is  two  of  a  sort,  out  of  which  the  Go- 
vern'r  (who  is  Penn's  Lieut.)  takes  which  he  pleases. 
The  Justices  and  Judges  are  put  in  by  the  Gov'r,  in 
which  matter  he  may  use  his  own  pleasure,  but  usually 
consults  his  Council.  The  Council  has  no  pt  in  the  Le- 
gislature, that  lies  only  in  the  Representatives,  and 
gov'r,  but  he  still  advises  with  his  Council,  which  is  of 
his  own  choice.  Justice,  among  us,  is  usually  admin- 
istered impartially.  The  government  inclines  to  lenity 
rather  than  severity. 

In  this  City,  we  have  a  Mayor,  12  Aldermen,  and  12 
Common  Council  men.  The  Mayor  is  chosen,  annu- 
ally; all  the  Aldermen  are  Justices  of  the  Peace,  within 
the  bounds  of  the  City.  The  Mayor,  some  Aldermen 
sitting  with  him,  holds  Court  4  times  a  year,  and  tries 
causes,  criminal  but  not  capital,  yt  fall  out  in  the 
City,  and  so  fines,  whips  and  pillories  as  matters  are. 
Our  laws  go  both  to  the  Propr'r  and  Crown,  for  appro- 
bation. Two  negatives,  at  home,  some  have  thought 
a  hardship.  Tho'  we  have  Townships  all  over  the 
Country,  yet  the  people  dont't  make  Towns,  as  in  N. 
E.  but  settle,  in  a  scattered  way,  for  convenience  of 
farming,  and  the  Country  grows  mighty  populous,plan- 
tations  thick,  for  a  hundred  miles  back.  The  S  lower 
counties,  which  make  the  Territories,  are,mostly,plain, 
level  land,  but  the  upper  counties,  which  make  yt  pt 
w'ch  they  call  the  Province,  is  more  uneven,  all  over 
the  country,  and  abundantly  free'r  of  stones,  than  N. 
E.  There  is  not  such  abund'ce  of  barren  land  as  in 
N.  E.     Almost  any  where,  if  you  can  get  land,  a  plan- 


*  The  account  of  burials  in  Philadelphia  for  seven 
years,  (1738  to  1744)  given  by  Rev'd  Dr.  Holmes,  in 
his  Annals,  confirms  Mr.  Andrews's  conjecture. 
The  number  of  burials  of  Quakers,  was  476 

Presbyterians,  179 

Baptists,  98 

Swedes,  129 

406 

[Total  deaths  in  these  7   years,  3,179.     See  Reg. 
Vol.  V.  p.  115,  deaths  from  1722  to  1744.— Ed,  IUg] 
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tation  may  be  made.  Tho'  there  are  some  barrens  too. 
The  land  is  liglit  that  (hey  call  loom,  and  easier  of  til- 
lage than  in  N.  E.  tho'  I  think  I  never  see  any 
here  so  strnng  and  rich  as  the  Necks  and  Islands 
about  the  Bay.*  The  country  is  pleasant,  and  the)ip- 
per  pt  of  it  healthy,  abounds  with  g'reat  plenty  of  all 
necessary  provisions  for  the  lite  of  man,  and  beast  As 
to  Oldmixon's  history,  I  never  saw  it,-]-  nor  never  heard 
any  thing  material  of  it,  besides  what  I  finJ  in  Dr.  Cot- 
ton Mather's  history  of  his  father's  life.  There  was 
formerly,  when  Mr.  Penn  had  newly  begun  to  settle 
people  here.an  account  publishedof  the  country,  which 
1  have  often  seen  inserted  in  histories  of  America,  as 
well  as  single,  but  I  have  none  of  'em  by  me.  The 
first  European  Inhabitants  here,  were  low  Dutch 
and  Swedes,  who  got  titles  from  the  D.  of  York,  which 
were  confirmed  by  the  Propr'r  Mr.  Penn.  There  are 
in  this  Province  and  the  Jersies,  Swedish  assemblies, 
Lutherans.  The  ministers  come  from  Sweden,  and 
when  they  have  been  here  11  or  12  years,  they  are  sent 
for  home,  and  others  sent  in  their  room,  for  they  think 
it  a  kind  of  hardship  to  be  here,  and  so  they  call  'em 
home  and  advance 'em.  These  Swedish  Mission's  are 
usually  men  of  good  learning,  and  good  behav'r.  They 
soon  learn  English,  and  often  preach  among  Ch'h  peo- 
ple in  vacant  places.  I  have  been  well  acquainted 
with  some  of  them,  and  wrote  a  certificate,  lately,  for 
one,  that  is  going  home.  I  have  not  a  loadstone  in  pos- 
session now,  having  lost  a  good  one  in  removing  our 
goods,  to  escape  a  dreadful  fire,  yt  h.ad  like  to  have 
turned  us  out  of  doors,  as  it  did  my  next  door  neigh- 
bour, the  winter  before  last;  but  I'll  endeavour  to  get 
one  for  you;  they  are  tound  about  22  miles  oft".  I  was 
many  years  ago  to  search  for  them,  and  Cotton  Stones^ 
for  Mr-  Belcher,  now  your  Gov'n. 

I  had  not  the  opportunity  of  the  conversation  with 
Messrs.  Belcher  and  Oliver, ||  as  I  desired,  for  which  I 
am  much  troubled.  When  they  came  to  my  house,  I, 
unhappily,  was  out  of  the  way,  and  when  I  went  to  l^ok 


*  Meaning  Boston  harbour,  in  early  times  called  the 
Bay. 

lOldmixon's  "British  Empire  in  America,"  a  work 
probably  to  which  Mr.  Prince  referred  in  his  inquiries, 
was  published  in  IfOS. 

[See  Oldmijon's  account  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Regis- 
ter Voh  V.  p.  161— Ed.  Reg.] 

if  The  Magnetic  Iron  Stone,  and  the  Amianthus,  or 
Asbestos,  called  Cotton  Stofles,  by  Mr.  A.  are  noticed 
by  Thomas  Makin,  in  his  Descriptio  Purmsylvanios, 
among  its  rare  productions. 

Hie  lapis  est  Magnu%  &c. 

II  The  Mr.  Belcher  here  mentioned  was  probably  Jon- 
athan Belcher,  jr.  son  of  Gov'r  Belcher;  his  companion 
is  supposed  to  have  have  been  Andrew  Oliver,  after- 
wards Lieutenant  Gov'r  of  Massachusetts,  or  his  brother 
'Teter,  who  took  his  degree  at  Harvard  College  in  that 
year. 


for  them,  they  were  pre-engaged;  so  that  I  did  but  just 
speak  to  tliem,  which  troubles  me  more  than  a  little; 
and  when  I  expected  them,  and  waited  en  purpose, 
they  did  not  come,  being  taken  up  wiih  other  compa- 
ny,for  the  Gentry  of  the  Town  show'd  them  abundance 
of  resptct  indeed,  and,  I  hear,  were  exceedingly  pleas- 
ed with  them. 

Thus  Sir,  I  think,  I  have,  in  some  measure,  answered 
yr requests,  and  shall  be  glad  to  understand  my  acc't 
of  things  has  yielded  you  any  satisfaction.  If  there  be 
any  tiling,  that  you  could  be  further  informed  about, 
touching  the  state  and  aHairs  of  this  country,  1  shall 
readily  gratify  you,  as  far  as  I  can.  This  with  hearty 
respects,  is  all  at  present,  from 

Yr  Broth'r  and  serv't, 

JEDEDIaH    ANDREWS. 
To  the  Rev'd 
Mr-  Thomas  Prince, 
Minist'r  at  Boston, 
New  England, 
These. 


The  long  struggle  in  the  Councils  upon  the  Gas 
question  terminated  on  the  21st  instant,  by  the  adoption 
of  the  following  ordinance.  Unanimously  by  the 
Select  Council, — 19  for  and  2  against  it  in  the  Com- 
mon. 

AN  ORDINANCE, 


CONSTRUCTION     A 
PHILADELPHIA 


MANAGEMEKT 
WOHKS. 


Sectioi  1.  Beit  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizens 
of  Philadelphia, in  Select  and  Common  Councils  assembled. 
That  for  the  construction  and  currying  on  the  works 
hereinafter  provided  for,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  to  be  divided  into  one  thousand  sliaresof 
one  hundred  dollars  each,  shall  be  raised  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  A  book  shall  be  opened  by  the  City 
Treasurer  at  such  convenient  place  as  he  m  ^y  desig- 
nate, on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1835,  and  be  kept 
open  during  the  office  hours  of  said  Treasurer  for  six 
juridical  days  thereafter,  in  which  the  said  Treasurer 
shall  permit  all  persons  of  lawful  age,  either  personally 
or  by  attorney  duly  authorised,  to  subscribe  for  any 
number  of  shares  of  the  said  stock  on  the  following 
conditions: — 

The  said  book  shall  be  headed  in  the  following  man- 
ner: We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  pro- 
mise to  pay  to  the  City  Treasurer  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars  for  each  share  of  stock  set  opposite  to  our 
respective  names,  on  the  days  and  times  and  in  such 
quotas  and  proportions  as  may  be  fixed  by  the  Trustees 
appointed  according  to  the  provisions  of  an  Ordinance 
entitled  an  Ordinance  for  the  construction  and  manage- 
ment of  the  Philadelphia  Gas  Works,  passed  the  21st 
day  of  March,  1835.  The  said  subscriber  shall  pay  fo 
the  City  Treasurer  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  ten  dol- 
lars on  each  share,  and  the  remaining  ninety  dollars  on 
each  share  at  such  times  and  in  such  proportions  as 
shall  be  required  by  the  Trustees  as  hereinafter  pro- 
vided for.  Provided  that  if  such  subscriptions  shall 
exceed  one  thousand  shares,  they  shall  be  divided 
amongst  the  subscribers  pro  rata,  according  to  their 
subscriptions,  but  no  less  than  one  share  shall  be  allot- 
ted to  any  subscriber;  and.  Provided  further,  that  the 
said  trustees  shall  have  authority  on  the  application  of 
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a  majority  of  the  Slocklioldei-s  voting  accoi-diiig  to  llieir 
respective  interests,  and  with  the  ccmsent  of  the  Select 
and  Common  Council,  to  borrow  any  sum  not  exceed- 
ing'25,000  dollars,  or  to  receive  subscriptions  for  any 
additional  number  of  shares  not  exceeding  two  hundred 
and  fifty  in  the  whole,  if  the  same  shall  be  found  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  works  and  put  them  in  opera- 
tion. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  when  the  said  subscrip 
tions  are  completed,  and  the  payments  made  in  full  on 
each  sliare,certlficates,to  be  signed  by  the  Mayor  of  the 
City,  ami  countersigned  by  the  City  Treasurer,  trans- 
ferable in  like  manner  with  the  Certificates  of  the  fund- 
ed debt  of  the  City,  shall  be  issued  in  the  following 
form : — 

Philadelphia  1835. 

This  is  to  certify  that  is  the 

owner  of  shares  of  the  stock  created  bv  an  ordi- 

nance passed  the  21st  day  of  March,  18:>5,  futhe  con- 
struction and  management  of  the  Philadelphia  Gas 
Works,  lor  which  entitled  to  the  pro 

rata  proportion  of  the  profit  arising  from  said  Works, 
to  be  declared  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth 
section  of  said  ordinance;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  the 
right  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, at  any  time  the  Select  and  Common  Council  may 
deem  it  expedient  to  take  possession  of  said  works  and 
convert  the  said  stock  into  a  loan,  redeemable  in  twenty 
years  from  the  date  of  such  conversion,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly  on 
the  first  days  of  February  and  August,  Provided,  the 
said  Mayor,  Alderinen  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  are 
not  to  be  responsible  to  the  holder  of  this  certificate 
prior  to  such  conversion  for  the  payment  of  any  money 
on  account  of  said  works,  other  than  his,  her  or  their 
proportion  of  the  profits  declared  as  aforesaid,  and  ac-  j  '"j'"i"tK't^'i 


distribution  and  delivery  shall  be  approved  by  the 
Watering  Committee.  The  said  trustees  shall  keep 
accurate  accounts  of  their  receipts  and  disbursements, 
and  report  the  same,  together  with  a  s  atement  of  their 
proceedings  lo  Councils  annually  in  the  month  of 
January,  and  give  such  other  information  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  required  by    the    Sriect  or   Common 


Council.  They  shall  semi-annu;dly  i 
February  and  August  declare  a  dividend  of  the  pi'i.fits 
arising  froin  the  manufacture  and  s:ili-  of  tl.is,  after  de- 
ducting the  rent  of  the  Lot,  the  expense  of  manufac- 
turing the  Gas,  the  cost  of  repairs  to  the  works,  and  the 
incidental  charges  of  the  establishment;  and  issue  a 
requisition  (m  the  Mayor  for  the  payment  of  siid  divi- 
dends to  the  holders  of  the  certificates. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  or.lained  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  af.ircsaid,  That  the  trustees  aforesaid  be 
and  they  are  hereby  vested  with  power  necessary  lor 
the  construction  of  the  works  herein  provided  for,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  eff'.  ct  the  intents  of 
this  ordinance  are  hereby  empowered  to  purchase  ma- 
terials, make  contracts,  and  employ  such  agent  or 
agents  as  they  may  deeai  necessary;  Provided  that  no 
contract  shall  be  entered  into  or  expenses  incurred  to 
exceed  the  amount  of  the  subsciiptions  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  works,  nor  shall  any  act^of  the  said 
trustees  impose  any  liability,  wli  itever  on  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Councils,  beyond  the  ainount  of  said 
subscription.  That  no  trustee,  superintendent  oi'  agent 
of  the  Philadelphia  Gas  Works,  shall  be  either  directly 
or  indirectly  concerned  or  interested  in  any  contract  ov 
agreement  for  doitig  work  or  labor,  or  furnishing  or 
providing  materials  under  the  provisions  of  this  ordi- 
nance. The  s:iid  trustees  shall  from  time  to  time  pre- 
pare and  submit  to  Councilsfor  their  approbation,  rules 
and  regulations  under  which  the  Gas  may  be  furjiished 
to  piivate  consumers  and  to  the  public  lamps.  Pio- 
■  "    "     '  public  lamps,  not  exceeding  three 


jally  p»id  into  the  city  treasury.  ,  ^^^j^^^  -^  j,,^  ^^l,„l^_  ^^  ,^^^,  ^e  required  by  tite  C, 

Sec.  «.  And  be  it  further  ordamed  and  enacted  by  miuee  on  Lighting  and  Watching,  shall  be  supplied  at 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  within  ten  days  after  the  one  half  the  price  paid  by  private  consumers.  The 
passage  of  this  ordinance,  the  Select  and  Common  .  fixtures  and  metres  therefor  to  be  approved  by  the  last 
Council  shall  choose  by  ballot  twelve  citizens  of  Phila-  mentioned  Committee,  to  be  provided  without  expense 
delpbia,    who    shall   be  denominated  trustees  of   the    jq  this  corporation. 

Philadelphia  Gas  Works,  sixofsaidtrustees  to  be  elect-  j  gee.  6.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
ed  by  the  Select  Council,  and  six  to  be  elected  by  the  •  ,he  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  moneys  arising  from 
Common  Council.     As  soon  as  said  elections  are  com-  i  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  G.as,  shall  be  paid  into  the 


pleted,  the  clerks  of  Councils  respectively  shall  divide 
the  persons  chosen  by  lot  into  three  classes:  the  first 
class  to  serve  one  year,  the  second  class  to  serve  two 
years,  and  the  thii-d  class  to  serve  three  years,  or  until 
their  successors  shall  have  bren  obtained,  and  record' 
the  result  upon  the  minutes  of  council.  ] 

And  annually  thereafter  at  the  last  stated  meeting  in  I 
January,  the  Select  and  Common  Council  shall  each  j 
respectively  elect  two  citizens  of  Philadelphia  to  serve  |  dent, 
as  trustees  for  the  term  of  three  years,  in  place  of  those  Sec.  7-  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
whose  terms  of  service  shall  have  expired.  Not  more  I  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  ground  owned  by  the 
than  two  members  of  each  Council  shall  be  trustees  at  j  Corporation  of  Philadelphia,  bounded  east  by  Front 
any  time,  and  any  vacancies  that  m.ay  occur  shall  be  ]  street,  north  by  Filbert  street,  south  by  High  street, 
filled  by  special  e'lections  to  be  held  by  the  body  in  1  and  west  by  the  river  Schuylkill,  be,  and  is  hereby  ap- 
whose  delegation  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  the  vacancy  propriated  for  the  location  and  use  of  the  Gas  Works 
may  exist.  The  said  Trustees,  seven  of  whom  shall  be  aforesaid,  for  which  a  rent  of  500  dollars  per  annum 
a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business,  shall  meet  |  shall  be  charged  to  the  works:  Provided  that  the 
within  ten  days  after  their  election,  and  choose  out  of    Select  and  Common  Council  may. 


city  treasury,  and  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Gas  Works;  and  that  the  Mayor  of  the  City  be 
and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to  draw  warrants,  which 
shall  be  charged  to  said  Works,  for  such  sums  and  at 
such  times  as  may  be  required  by  the  trustees  aforesaid, 
for  the  fulfilment  of  this  ordinance.  Provided  that  all 
requisitions  for  money  siiall  have  been  duly  authorised 
by  the  Board  of  ti-ustees  and  be  certified  by  the  Presi- 


■  time,  reclaim 


their  own  body  a  President,  and  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent shall  take  place  in  each  succeeding  year  at  the 
meeting  next  after  the  election  of  Trustees- 
Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
trustees  so  appointed,  to  proceed  forthwith  to  construct 
suitable  works  for  the  manufacture  of  Carburetted 
Hydrogen  Gas  from  bitum  nous  coal,  for  the  purpose 
of  public  and  private  illumination,  and  to  lay  pipes  for 
its  distributiim  through  the  city.  The  said  works  sh  dl 
be  on  a  scale  competent  to  manufacture  75,000  cubic 
feet  of  Gas  daily,  and  the  arrangement  of  the  pipes  for 


so  much  of  said  lot,  as  may  in  the  opinion  of  the  trustees 
aforesaid,  not  be  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  works  herein  provided  for- 

Labge  Hog.— We  in.adverlently  emitted  to  notice 
last  week,  the  weight  of  the  hog  fed  by  Uafiiel  T. 
Moore,  of  Danhorough,  and  which  was  killed  en  -Satur- 
-dav  week-  He  was  a  little  wer  two  years  oid,  and 
weighed  when  dressed,  700.  He  measui-ed  9  feet  9 
inches  from  the  end  of  the  t.ail,  and  6  feet  8  inches 
round.  Mr.  Moore  took  him  to  Pluladelphia,  and  sold 
him  for  6A  cents  per  pound.— .Buc'.'s  Co.  Int.  March  11- 
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EDUCATION  SYSTEM. 

Report  of  Ihe  Committee  appointed  to  ascertain  the  num- 
ber of  Petitions  in  each  county  of  ihe    Commonwealth 
praying  fur  the  repeal  or  modification  of  the  School 
Law;  and    ihe  number  rentonstrating    against    said 
repeal,  &c.     J?y  Mit.    Ky.kv.  of  Mteghcny.     Read  in 
t/ie  House  of  liepnsentalivis,  ilurch  17,  iS35. 
The  committee  appointed  to  icpoi-t  to  the  House  the 
number  of  petitioners  in  each  county  of  the   Common- 
wealth prayii.p  foi-  the  repeal,  and  the  number  praying 
for    a     modificaiion     of    the     school    law,     and   the 
number    remonstrating   against   said   repeal,  and  also 
how  many  of  said   petitioners  signed  by   making  their 
mark,  and  how  many  names  to  the  petitions  were  writ- 
ten by  other  hands  than  the  petitioners,  report: 

That  although  the  number  who  have  petitioned  for 
the  repeal  is  deplorably  large,  yet  it  is  but  a  small  mi- 
nority of  Ihe  whole  number  of  voters  in  the  Common- 
wealth, to  wit,  about  thirty-two  thousand.  Those  who 
ask  for  a  modification  only  are  two  thousand  and 
eighty-four;  those  who   have  deemed  it   necessary   to 


remonstrate  against  the  repeal,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  scvenly-fivc.  The  committee  were  pained  to 
find  among  those  who  deem  a  general  system  of  educa. 
tion  unnecessary  and  ask  lor  ils  repeal,  sixty-six  who 
are  unable  to  wnle  their  own  names,  and  who  attached 
tlieir  signatures  by  making  their  marks;  and  according 
to  the  best  conclusion  to  which  Ihe  committee  could  ar- 
rive, more  than  ten  out  of  every  hundred  of  ihe  peii- 
tioneis'  names  appear  to  be  written  by  other  hands 
than  their  own.  Whether  this  arose  from  inability  to 
wriie  their  own  names,  the  committee  do  nut  feel  them- 
selves called  on  to  determine.  The  committee  would 
turlher  remark,  that  in  most  of  Ihe  petitions  not  more 
than  five  names  out  of  every  hundred  are  written  in 
English,  and  the  great  mass  of  them  are  so  illegibly 
written  as  to  aflTord  the  strongest  evidence  of  the  deplo- 
rable disregard  so  long  paid  by  the  Legislature  to  the 
constitutional  injunction,  to  establish  a  general  system 
of  education.  A  tabular  statement  is  herewith  pre- 
sented. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
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Meport  of  the  Minority  of  the  Committee  relative  to  the 
school  law.     By  Mn.  Krause,  of  Lebanon- 

The  subscriber  being  in  the  minority  of  the  commit-  ' 
tee  appointed  to  report  to  this  House  the  number  of 
petitioners  for  a  repeal,  the  number  for  a  modification 
and  the  number  remonstrating  against  the  repeal  of  the 
school  law — also,  tlie  number  who  have  signed  by 
making  their  mark;  and  how  many  names  to  the  peti-  j 
tions  were  signed  by  other  liands  than  the  petitioners — 
dissents  from  the  report  of  the  majority  for  reasons  | 
which  he  begs  leave  to  submit. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  executing  the  duties  impos-  I 
ed  by  the  first  clauses  ol  the  resululion.  Perfect  accu- 
racy is  attainable  by  carefully  counting  the  names  at- 
tached to  the  different  pelitions,  and  in  this  way  the 
number  praying  for  a  repeal,  was  ascertained  to  be 
thirty  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  for 
a  modification;  two  thousand  and  eighty -four,  againt 
the  repeal,  {wo  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-five 
and  those  making  their  marks  si.xtysix. 

But  it  is  wholly  impracticable  in  the  absence  of  other 
testimony  than  that  derived  from  an  inspection  of  the 
names  of  the  petitioners  to  determine  how  many  of 
them  were  signed  by  other  hands;  nor  does  the  under- 
signed conceive  it  possible  to  report  any  such  imper- 1 
fection  in  tlie  pelitions,  without  running  the  risk  of 
doing  injustice;  tor  whether  it  be  said  that  names  were 


put  to  the  petitions  fraudulently,  or  by 


1  of  in.abili- 
iy  in  the  petitioners  to  make  their  signatures,  the  effect  i 
would,  in  either  case,  be  injurious  to  citizens  of  the  j 
Commonwealth.  If  such  report  should  not  be  founded 
in  truth,  it  would  be  gross  injustice.  The  implication  j 
of  fraud  could  not  be  avoided  in  such  report,  and  that 
against  all  the  petitioners,  until  the  innocent  were  i 
pointed  out  by  name.  For,  estiiblish  the  naked  fact 
that  signatures  were  transmitted  to  this  House,  not  | 
put  to  the  petitions  by  those  whom  they  designate,  and  | 
although  the  committee  may  clioose  not  to  infer  fraud 
from  it,  others  who  view  the  opposition  to  the  school  1 
law  as  the  consequence  of  ignorance  or  unreasonable  i 
pasiion,  will  not  hesitate  to  charge  fraud  upon  it.  The  ' 
same  testimony  makes  different  impressions  upon  men  j 
according  to  their  feelings  and  prepossessions  in  the 
case.  Considering,  however,  the  fact  as  reported  by  | 
the  committee,  that  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  peti- ! 
tioners  did  not  sign  their  own  names,  as  evidence  of' 
inability  in  them' to  make  their  proper  signatures,  and  [ 
insomuch  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  school  law,  and 
the  objection  of  tlie  subscriber  to  the  report  of  the 
majority,  is  not  as  he  conceives  materially  weakened. 
The  risk  of  doing  an  injury  to  citizens  of  this  Common- 
wealth is  as  great,  although  the  injury  is  of  smaller 
magnitude.  The  right  to  petition  against  grievances  is  | 
important  and  valuabK-;  and  so  it  is  estimated  in  the  j 
constitution.  Great  care  should  be  taken  that  the  force 
and  effect  of  its  exercise  by  the  citizens,  be  not  impair- 
ed by  their  agents  for  slight  and  unsatisfactory  reasons,  1 
and  in  this  case  no  evidence  satisfactory  to  him  was  ; 
presented  to  the  committee  justifying  the  coiiclusion 
that  any  was  compelled  to  hire  his  neighbor  to  sign  his 
name  for  him. 

No  evidence  was  accessible  to  the  committee  but  the 
petitions  themselves.  No  fact  deducible  from  them 
but  a  similarity  between  some  names  and  the  color  of 
the  ink  used,  could  be  rehed  on  for  the  opinion  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee;  and  that  is  in  the  first  place 
too  slight  to  warrant  a  decision  against  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  petitioners  in  a  matter  so  Important,  and  may 
secondly  be  accounted  for  on  reasonable  grounds,  in 
conformity  with  the-salutary  rule,  that  things  must  be 
taken  to  be  right  until  they  are  shown  to  be  wrong  by 
adequate  proof.  The  names  between  which  such  simi- 
larity is  seen  are  in  German  characters,  and  it  is  believ- 
ed, not  familiar  to  any  of  the  members  composing  the 
majority  of  the  committee.     Men  not  acquainted  with 


the  letters  of  a  foreign  language,  are  not  expert  judges 
enough  to  discriminate  very  exactly  in  the  case.  But 
apart  from  this  it  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  Germans  of 
Pennsylvania  make  their  signatures  much  more  alike 
than  tlie  Eiigli.sh  portion  of  our  population;  they  ap- 
pear still  more  alike  to  men  not  able  to  write  German 
and  read  German  writing.  The  fact  that  names  are  in 
the  same  ink,  merits  no  consideration.  1  he  petitions 
before  us  were  in  many  instances  signed  at  public 
meetings  of  the  citizens  on  the  subject,  in  great  haste, 
and  where  fifty  or  more  used  the  same  pen  and  the 
srme  inkstand.  Of  couise  the  signatures  bear  the  same 
complexion,  and  all  the  likeness  in  other  respects  which 
the  same  pen  will  produce,  more  or  less,  in  the  hands 
of  different  but  all  inexperienced  writers.  The  intelli- 
gence of  the  German  population  of  this  State  is  perhaps 
not  sufficiently  appreciated.  To  illustrate  this,  Berks, 
and  Lebanon,  which  are  essentially  German  counties, 
and  from  which  the  majority  of  the  committee  proba- 
bly make  up  their  opinion,  may  be  taken  as  instances. 
The  former  polls  about  seven  thousand  votes,  and 
issues  from  two  German  presses,  six  thousand  papers  to 
subscribers,  residing,  with  few  exceptions,  within  its 
limits;  it  issues  from  as  many  English  presses,  it  is  be- 
lieved, one  thousand  papers.  Lebanon  county,  polling 
about  two  thousand  seven  hundred  votes,  furnishes  to 
three  German  papers  at  least  two  thousand  subscribers, 
and  to  one  English,  three  hundred  and  fifty  or  four 
hundred  at  most.  It  is  questionable  whether  a  county 
in  the  State,  essentially  English,  can  be  named  in  which 
public  journals  are  supported  in  so  large  a  proportion. 
So  that  if  these  facts  may  be  taken  as  a  criterion  for 
making  an  estimate  on  the  subject,  the  ratio  of  Ger- 
mans able  to  write  their  names  is  quite  equal  to  the 
same  class  of  our  English  population. 

For  the  reasons  therefore  that  such  consequences  are 
likely  to  follow  a  report  by  a  committee  as  a  fact  that  so 
many  names  attached  to  these  petitions  were  not  writ- 
ten  by  the  signers,  and  believing  that  the  evidence  be- 
fore the  committee  does  not  warrant  a  reasonable  sus- 
picion thatany  of  them  are  of  that  character,  theunder- 
signed  dissents  from  the  report  mentioned. 

J.  KRAUSE. 

March  17.  1835. 


REMONSTRANCE  AGAINST  OPENING 
ELEVENTH  STREET. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate,  and  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
General  Assembly  met. 

The  Remonstrance  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  by  their  Select  and  Common 
Councils,  respectfully  sheweth. 

That  your  remonstrants  have  learnt  with  regret  that 
application  has  been  made  to  your  honorable  Bodies 
for  the  widening  of  certain  streets  within  the  County 
of  Philadelphia,  and  that  a  Bill  has  been  reported  in 
one  of  your  Bodies  entitled  "An  act  for  opening 
Eleventh  street  in  the  County  of  Philadelphia.  One 
hundred  feet  in  width  from  Federal  street  to  Passyunk 
road  and  for  other  purposes."  (11.  R.  No  116.)  The 
first  provision  in  the  bill,  that  which  gives  it  its  title, 
appears  to  your  remonstrants  very  objectionable;  but 
there  is  in  the  4th  Section,  a  provision  far  more  offen- 
sive; it  provides  "That  Shippen  street  from  the  East 
side  of  Fifth  street  to  the  West  side  of  Eighth  street  be 
continued  the  width  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet" 
and  that  in  the  case  of  both  streets  "the  d.amages 
thereby  incurred  be  assessed  and  recovered  according 
to  Law''  or  in  other  words  that  the  burthen  of  remu- 
nerating the  owners  of  property  on  those  streets,  shall 
fall  upon  the  County  of  Philadelphia. 

Your  remonstrants  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to 
express  their  earnest  conviction  that  this  mode  of  Spe- 
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ciil  Legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  opening'  of  paiii- 
cular  streets  in  the  City  and  F-ibeities  of  IMiilacIclphra, 
f:»r  from  promoting  tlie  public  good,  is  generally  attend- 
ed with  great  inconvenience  to  the  County,  and  injus- 
tice to  its  inhabitants.  The  Legislature  cani\ot  depart 
from  the  salutary  provisions  laid  down  in  the  acts  of 
•the  23d  of  April,  1804,  and  of  the  25th  of  March  1805; 
without  conferring'  local  or  partial  benefits  at  the  ex- 
pense of  general  and  universal  justice.  The  opening 
of  streets,  or  the  widening  of  them  beyond  their  ordina- 
ry width,  by  legislative  enactment  without  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, or  of  the  Commissioners  of  tlie  County,  or  of  the 


Jury  of  the  Vicinage,  has  already  occa.sioned  an 
amount  of  expenditure,  of  llie  cxli-nt  of  which  it  is  be- 
lieved, that  those  who  participated  in  those  acts  of  leg- 
islation were  but  little  aware.  On  referring  to  the 
accounts  of  the  County  Commissioners,  published 
annually,  it  will  be  found  that  tlie  burthens  of  the 
County  of  Philadelphia,  arc  now  very  oppressive;  the 
rate  of  taxation  enormous,  its  incre^ase  alarming,  and 
the  amount  of  the  County  debt  crialcd  within  the  last 
five  years  altogether  by  acts  of  special  Ugislutioji  almost 
incredible. 

The  following  exhibils  an  abstract  of  the   five    last 
Annual  llepi)rts: 


Amount  of  the  County  Tax, 
Proportion  p.ald  by  t!ie  City, 


Amount  of  Orders  drawn  on  the  Treasur 


Exhibiting  a  surplus  of. 
And  leaving  a  deficit  of. 


Amount  of  Loans  due  by  the  County, 


$1-2,5-2  78  173,377  41  268,509  96 
101,519  84J160,177  45 
20  9.55  58  29,743  63 
9,960  78^  15,162  4: 
3,220  43  5,133  20 
2,526  93]     3,54;   " 

255,685  0-488,581  44 

I 
126,821  00261,295  CO 
147^262  94  269,941  68 


122,000  00  161,000  00 


i67,439  66 
159,661  50 
29,693  37 
15,110,54 
5,241  98 
3,532  74 


296.09! 
170,492  85 


125,605 
251, SCO  OC 


268,478  60 

25,780  55 

5,'260  47 
3,572  95 

909,024  98 


36,877,54 
r5,000  00 


Public  Roads,  (damages  ; 

Bridges, 

Support  of  Prisons, 

House  of  Refuge,     . 

Courts, 

Board  of  Health,      . 

School  Fund, 

Interest  and  discount. 


'he  following  are  some  of  the  principal  items  of  Expcnditur 
lid  Juror's  fees) 


33,311  24 
15,188  8.5 
16,700  55 
10,000  00 
26,276  47 

41,057  96 
599  95 

82,902  12! 
17,509  88: 
18,416  98! 
10,000  OOi 
28,698  26 


81,071  54': 
12,433  74' 
20,218  40 
10,000  oo' 
22,316  09, 
14,000  00 
38,332  38 
8,056  31 


28,249 
44,776 
25,062 
9,000 
27,153 
31,128 
54,800 
15,249 


741166, 
51  41, 
71 1  20, 
00  9, 
85;  30, 
81  15, 
00  52, 
19i   15, 


174  20 
334  8  J 
263  15 
000  00 
402  27 
000  00 
394  10 
9S8  48 


Thus,  it  appears,  that  in  the  last  five  years  the  taxes 
of  the  County  have  increased  from  ?172,572  78  to 
§268,478  60;  and  that  during  the  same  time  the  loans 
due  by  the  County  have  increased  from  $20,700  to 
$475,000— that  instead  of  having-  a  surplus  of 
«73,191  85,  there  is  now  a  deficit  ofS336,877  54. 

If  we  would  ascertain  the  cause  of  this  alarming 
change,  we  need  but  open  the  Statute  Book  of  Penn- 
sylvania; we  shall  find  there  the  various  ena-lments  by 
which,  at  the  suggestion  of  interested  individuals,  but 
in  opposition  to  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  citizens 
ofthe  county,  a  number  of  Streets  have  been  either 
opened  or  widened  at  an  immense  expense,  .ind  with 
out  any  corresponding  advantag'es  to  the  public.  The 
amount  of  damages  for  public  roads  or  street?  has  in- 
creased four  fold  in  five  years.  From  a  report  m-jde 
to  the  Senate  at  its  last  session  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners, (Journal  of  the  Senate,  1833-J,  Vol-  2d,  p. 
409,)  it  appears  at  that  time  the  unsutisfied  claims  for 
damages  incurred  by  opening  a  few  of  the  Streets  in  the 
districts  of  Southwark  and  Moyamensing',  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Shippen   Street,  §61,650  00 

Washington,         do.  42,600  00 

Prime  street,  10,500  00 

Christian,  do.  9,836  66 

§124,586  66 
All  the  above  (besides  many  others  of  less  amount) 
were   opened   by  direct  provisions  of  the  Legislature 


without  reference  to  the  County  Court,  County  Com- 
missioners, or  Jury  of  Viewers.  These  expenditures 
were  incurred  in  one  year,  while  the  3ggreg.atc  of  the 
taxes  raised  in  Southwark  and  Moyan.cnsing  during  the 
last  five  years,  has  been  as  follows: 

In  Southwark  for  1830-31-32-33-34        §65,233   18 
"  Moyamensing,     "  "  "  22,081   13 

§87,314  31 

When  the  application  for  a  l.iw  to  widen  Shippen 
street,  from  Third  lo  Fifth  stre^.t,  was  made  in  1832  3, 
it  was  slated  by  the  friends  of  the  measure  that  a  com- 
mittee ofthe  owners  of  the  property  to  be  paid  for, 
had  ascertained  th.at  the  damages  would  amount  lo  but 
little  over  S20,00a,  but  no  sooner  had  the  law  been 
p:tssed  than  the  pretensions  of  the  land  proprietors 
raised,  and  the  dam.ages  were  at  last  settled  :.t  §62,500, 
or  three  times  the  estimated  amount.     Should  the  pro- 

]  position  to  widen  Shippen  street  from  Fifth  to  Eighth, 
prove  successful   there  is  reason   to  believe  from   the 

!  value  ofthe  property  and  the  character  ofthe  improve- 
inent  upon  it,  that  the  damages  thereby  thrown  upon 
the  County  would  not  fall  short  of  ^120,000. 

The  object  of  this  widening  is  s:iid  to  be  erection 
upon  it  of  a  market  house;  but  your  remonstrants  would 
suggest  that  provision  has  already  bsen  made  for  a 
mcorket  house  on  Siiippen   Street  from  Third  to  Fifth; 

I  and  that  with  the  same  liew  Eleventh  street  has  been 
widened  on  an  extent    of  about  half  a  mde  from  Ship- 
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pen  to  Federal  street,  and  that  no  person  residing  in 
the  intermediate  space  between  these  two  market 
houses,  would  be  more  than  three  squares  off  from  a 
market — neitherdoes  it  appear  desirable  to  extend  the 
widening  of  Eleventh  street  for  half  a  mile  further  from 
Federal  street  to  Passyunk  road,  as  it  is  apparent  that 
the  space  from  Shippento  Federal  street,  will  be  ample 
for  many  years  to  come,  and  that  as  the  population  of 
the  district  increases,  it  will  spread  to  the  westward 
and  require  similar  accommodations  beyond  Broad 
street. 

Were  this  a  bill  affecting  merely  the  interests  of  the 
district  in  which  the  improvemenss  are  to  be  made,  the 
citizens  of  Pliiladelphia  would  be  the  last  to  reconstrate 
ag-ainst  its  passage — but  its  advantages  being  confessed. 
ly  confined  to  the  immediate  vicinity  in  which  it  is  to 
operate,  while  it  must  inevitably  email  upon  ihe  County 
at  large,  a  great  increase  of  debt  and  taxation,  your 
remonstrants  trusts  they  will  be  permitted  to  urge 
on  your  honorable  bodies  their  views  of  the  injustice 
and  hardships  which  the  proposed  law  would  pro- 
dace. 

In  conclusion  your  remonstrants  would  state  that 
the  City  of  Philadelphia  pays  about  sixty  per  cent 
of  the  County  tax,  while  the  districts  of  Southwark 
and  Moyamensing  pay  less  than  eight  per  cent  of  it. 

In  their  report  last  year,  the  County  Commissioners 
were  induced  to  "  suggest  the  propriety  of  no  further 
enactments  to  burthen  the  County  with  any  additional 
expenses."  In  this  suggestion  your  remonstrants  fully 
concur,  and  at  the  same  time  they  take  leave  to  express 
a  hope  that,  should  it  appear  to  your  honorable  bodies 
that,  in  a  few  special  cases,  it  is  desirable  to  extend 
the  width  of  our  streets  beyond  the  fifty  leet  allowed  by 
the  acts  of  1804  and  1805,  your  body  will  be  ple.ased  to 
refer  the  ultimate  decision  to  the  Court  of  Qu.arter 
Sessions,  enlarging  their  powers,  in  such  special  cases, 
so  thjit  the  expediency  of  the  measure  may  be  tested  by 
the  same  process  which  it  adopted  in  the  case  of  appli- 
cations  to  open  new  streets  in  the  City  and  adjoining 
districts — and  they  will  ever,  &c. 

WM.  M.  JIEREDITH, 

Prest.  Select  Council. 
HENltY   TROTH, 
Fred,  of  Ihe  Com.  Council. 

iTTEST. 

ROBERT  HARE,  Jr. 

Clerk  of  C.  C. 
LEVI  HOLLINGSWORTH, 

Clerk  pro  tern  vf  S.  C. 


THE  INTERIOR  TRADE. 

We  understand  that  during  the  last  week,  three 
agents  from  extensive  commission  houses,  in  PhiLadel 
phia  visited  this  town  and  neighborhood  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  consignments  of  flour  and  other  pro- 
duce, the  important  staples  of  our  country.  This  is 
but  the  commencement  of  a  series  of  efforts  which  will 
be  made  to  draw  all  our  trade  to  the  Philadelphia  mar- 
bet.  The  produce  thus  obtained  will  reach  Philadel- 
phia by  way  of  Pittsburg  and  the  Pennsylvania  Canals. 
The  length  of  the  route  is  as  follows:  Wheeling  to 
Pittsburg,  by  river,  97  miles;  thence  to  Johnstown,  by 
canal,  104  miles;  thence  toHollidaysburg,  by  rail  road, 
37  miles;  thence  to  Philadelphia,  by  canal,  300  miles; 
making  the  whole  distance  538  miles.  The  expenses 
are,  on  a  barrel  of  flour,  from  Wheeling  to  Pittsburg, 
say  25  cents;  charges  there  12^;  thence  to  Phil.adel- 
phia  $1;  total  $1  37*.  Time  occupied  by  the  trip  12 
tol5da)S. 

We  call  the  attention  of  Baltimore  to  these  facts. — 
That  city  is  267  miles  from  Wheeling — probably  by  a 
canal  and  rail  road  route  it  would  be  350;  Philadelphia 
is  538;  and  yet,  by  the  completion  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canals  and  rail  road  from  Pittsburg  to  Philadelphia,  the 
latter  city  is  able  to  obtain  flour  from  Wheeling  at  a 


cost  for  transportation  of  $1  37^  per  barrel.  Now  the 
truth  may  as  well  be  told  at  once,  for  it  wUl  come  out. 
Produce  cannot  be  transported  for  this  sum  from  here 
to  Baltimore  (or  to  Frederick  with  rail  road  charges 
added)  on  a  turjipike,  even  were  the  whole  road  toll 
free,  without  loss  to  the  carriers.  The  result,  then,  is 
clear,  that  Baltimore  must  lose  this  trade,  and  Philadel- 
phia must  gain  it. — Wheeling  Gazette. 


CATTLE. 


Weighed  on  Monday  last  at  West  Chester. 
The  first  owned  by 

John  Hickman,  weighed  1945 

2010 
The  second,  owned  by 

Eusebius  Townsend,  weighed  1965 

1915 
The  third  owned  by 

Samuel  Palmer,  weighed  2005 

1975 
1570 
1585 
1620 
1620 
2  years  old,  1420 

The  fourth,  owned  by 

Obed  Jackson,  weighed  1970 

1780 


Errata. — We  have  been  requested  by  the  author 
of  the  .article  headed  "  Historical  Sketch  of  Ephrata," 
(which  was  pubUshed  in  the  11th  No.  of  the  Register,) 
to  insert  the  following  corrections — principally  in  the 
German: 
Pjige  161,  col.  1,  par.  1,  line  7,  for  or,  read  and. 

'       <     '       '2      '  24,  for  Spener,  read  Spen- 
cer. 
'       •     '       '       '     '  37,  for  Sckwardzenaw,resLd 
Schwardzenau. 
162     '     '       <       '     «  21,  for  Ans,  read  doors. 
'       '    2  of  German     3,   insert   dem,    between 

Schatz  and  ivir. 
'       <     •         '         '5,  insert  hir,  between /ra- 

<ff?i  and  in. 
'      '     '         '        '    6,  for  Leide,  read  Leiden. 
'      '     '         '         '8,  for  PVan,  read  Wann. 
'      '    '        '        '      '     for     achwaeche,     read 

sch«aechen. 
'       '     •        '         '    9,  for  Lammur,  read  Lam- 

'  «  '  '  '  11,  for  verbergen,  read  ver- 
borgen. 

'       '     '         'on  Zenobia,  for  i/ir,  read  ihre. 

'       '     '    par.  2,  line  3,  for  abor,  read  labor. 
164      '     '  '46  for  elegant,  read   elo- 

quent. 

166  '     '    par.  1,    '20,  for  Fen,  read  Von. 

'  '  '  '  '  '  21,  for  wullenden,  read 
wallenden. 

'  '  '  '  '  '  27,  for  7'heosophischin,Te!id 
Thcosopischen. 

167  '     '       •       <     <  18,  forsenh'men^Sjreadsen- 

timens. 
'      '2      '      2    '     5,  for  internal,  read  ex- 
ternal. 


Printed  every  Saturdriy  morning  by  WILLIAM  F» 
GEDDES,  No.  9  Library  street. 

The  publication  office  of  the  Register  has  been  re 
moved  from  Franklin  Place,  to  No,  61,  in  the  Arcadf, 
eastern  room  up  stairs. 
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REPORT  ON  THE   SINKING  FUND. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Finance  Commillee  on  l/ie  Slate  of 
the  Sinking  Fund. 

Mn.  LiPPiscoTT,  Chairman.  j 

To  the  Sekd  and  Common  Council.- — 

The  Finance  Committee,  in  pursua,nce  of  an  Ordi- 
nance of  Coimcili,  passed  April  14,  1S24,  submit  the  | 
following  report  of  the  transactions  relative  to  the 
Sinking  Fund,  for  the  year  ending  1st  March  1835,  and  , 
have  annexed  thereto  the  accounts  of  the  City  Treasur- 
er, showing  the  receipts  and  payments  during  the  ye.ir, 
together  with  a  list  of  the  stocks  belonging  to  the 
Sinking  Fund;  and  also  an  account  of  the  different 
loans  made  to  the  Curporation,  showing  the  periods 
when  they  severally  become  due;  and  in  order  to  ex- 
plain the  operation  of  the  Fund  more  fully,  submit  the 
following  concise  statement  thereof: — 
Balance   at  credit  uninvested  on    the  1st 

March  1834,  S18,862  35 

Received  annual  appropriation  of  Coun- 
cils, agreeably  to  Ordinances,  25,000   00 
Received  interest  and  dividends  on  stocks 

held  by  the  Sinking  Fund,  19,122  80 

Received  for  premium  on  glOO.OiO  00, 
loaned    to  the  Corporation  on    July, 

1834,  6,021  50 
Received  for  premium  on   $60,000  00, 

loaned  to  the  Corporation  in  January, 

1835,  5,4-5  00 
Received  interest  on  money  loaned  to  '.he 

Cbrporation,  1,037  15 


The  Sinhins;  Fund  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Cilizena 
of  Philadelphia,  from  March  \st,   1834,  to  March  Is/ 


DR. 

1834. 

July  16     To    investment  in    City  Loan, 
under  Ordinance  of  March  13, 
1334, 
To  premium  on  said  loan,  at  Ti 
per  cent, 

1835. 

Feb'y  21  To  cash   paid  first     instalment 
on  75  shares  of  the  Philadel- 
phia   Steam    Tow  Boat  Com- 
pany, 
28  To  Balance, 


#30,900  00 
2,317  50 


750  00 
41,551  30 


March  lltii,  1835. 


Ctt. 


Amount  invested  in  City  loan 

under  Ordinance  March  13, 

1834,  §30,900  00 

Premium  on  snid  Inan,  2,317  50 

Paid    first    instalment  on   75 

shares   of  the  Philadelphia 

Steam  Tow  Boat  Company,  750  00 
Balance  uninvested,  41,551  30 


875,518 


S75,51E 


1834. 

March  1     By  balance. 
May       1     By  quarterly  appropriation, 
July       1     By    6    months'     interest    on 
f  236,600  City  5  per  cents, 
By    6    months'    interest     on 
§2,900  City  6  per  cents, 
16    By  cash,  premium  on  loan  of 
§60,000, 
By  cash,  premium  on  Loan  of 
j  *30,900 

i  23     By  cash,  premium  on  loan  of 

I  89,100, 

i  24    By  cash,  6  months'  dividend 

I  on    Schuylkill    Permanent 

I  Bridge, 

August  2    By  cash,  6   months'  interest 
I  on  §66,891  56  State  5  per 

I 


5,915  00 

87  00 

3,036  00 

2,317  50 

668  00 

157  60 


The  Committee  would  observe,  that  the  sum  of 
$41,551  30,  the  balance  of  said  account,  herewith  sub- 
mitted, they  contemplate  investing  at  an  early  day. 

The  Committee,  in  closing  this  report,  renew  the 
expression  of  their  approbation  in  the  advantages  aris- 
ing from  the  Sinking  Fund  as  at  present  established, 
considering  it  the  best  plan  of  paying  the  City  debt 
as  it  falls  due,  without  resorting  to  loans  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOSHUA  I.IPPINCOTT, 
HENRY  J.  WILLIAMS, 
THOMAS   DUNLAP, 
LAWRENCE   LEWIS, 
JOSEPH  R.  CHANDLER, 


28 
Nov'r.  1 

cents. 
By  quarterly  appropriation. 
By  cash,  6  months'  dividend 

on    Schuylkill    Navigation 

Company  Stock, 
By  quarterly  appropriation, 

1,672  29 
6,250  00 

1,125  00 
6,250  00 

1835. 

Jan'y.  1 

By    6    months'    interest    on 
§267,500  City  5  per  cents, 
deducting  15  days'  interest 
on  $30,900, 

6,624  01 

10 

By     6    months'     interest    on 

§2,900  City  6  per  cent. 
By  cash,  premium  on  loan  of 

§55,000, 

87  00 
5,012  50 

13 
Peb'y.    2 

By  cash,  premium  on  loan  of 

#5,000, 
By  quarterly  appropriation, 

462  50 
6,250  00 
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February      4  By  cash,  6  months'  dividend  on  Schuylkill  Permanent  Bridge, 

13  By  cash,  6  moaths'  dividend  on  Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  Stock, 

14  By  cash,  6  months'  interest  on  g66,891  56  State  5  per  cents, 

28  By  interest  on  money  used  by  the  Corporation  for  city  purposes. 


By  Balance, 
Errors  Excepted. 


CORNELIUS  STEVENSON, 
City 


157  60 
1,625  00 
1,672  30 
1,037  15 

75,518  80 


Jn  Account  of  the  different  Loans  to  the  Mayor,  Mdermen  and  Citizens  of  Philadelphia,  showing  their  respective 
amounts,  the  period  of  their  becoming  due,  and  annual  interest  thereon. 


t3 

^ 

■a 

« 

li 

li 

li 

If 

-o" 

•s  - 

When 

payable. 

"s. 

■ss 

Total  Interest- 

|S. 

^^ 

?« 

-s. 

1'° 

iu 

g"S 

a 

s 

6 

E  " 

•< 

< 

■«: 

< 

Dollars.    C. 

Dollars.    C. 

Dollars.  C. 

Dollars.  C. 

Dollars.   C. 

26,400  00 

January  1, 

1838   ^ 

1320  00 

1320  00 

10,000  00 

<• 

1839 

500  00 

500  00 

290,100  00 

" 

1840 

17.406  00 

17,406  00 

10,000  00 

July  1, 

1840 

600  00 

600  00 

91,900  00 

January   1 

1840 

4595  03 

4595  00 

33,500  00 

1843 

1675  00 

1675  00 

50,000  00 

July  1, 

1845 

3000  00 

3000  00 

26,000  00 

* 

" 

1845 

1300  00 

1300  00 

70,000  00 

January  1, 

1846 

4200  00 

4200  00 

386,000  00 

1846 

19,300  00 

19,300  00 

30,000  00 

July  1. 

1848 

1500  00 

1500  00 

57,600  00 

•• 

1850 

2880  00 

2880  00 

68,000  00 

January  1, 

1851 

3400  00 

3400  00 

25,000  00 

1852 

1500  00 

1500  00 

30,000  00 

" 

1852 

1500  00 

1500  00 

25,000  00 

<< 

1853 

1500  00 

1500  00 

25,000  00 

•  < 

1854 

1250  oe 

1250  00 

26,000  00 

November  1,  1854 

1300  00 

1300  00 

23,000  00 

January  1 

1855 

1150  00 

1150  00 

18,500  00 

April  1. 

1855 

925  00 

925  00 

10,000  00 

July  1, 

1855 

500  00 

500  00 

55,000  00 

■1 

1856 

2750  00 

2750  00 

67,000  00 

January  1 

1857 

3350  00 

3350  00 

50,000  00 

July  1, 

1857 

2500  00 

2500  00 

83,500  00 

1858 

4175  00 

4175  00 

32,400  00 

January  1 

1859 

1620  00 

1620  00 

55,000  00 

July  1, 

1859 

S750  00 

2750  00 

67,500  00 

1860 

3375  00 

3375  00 

36,200  00 

January  1 

1861 

1810  00 

1810  00 

37,000  00 
60,000  00 

•• 

1862 

1850  00 

1850  00 

July  1, 

1862 

3000  00 

3000  00 

35,000  00 

January  1 

1863 

1750  00 

1750  00 

100,000  00 

July  1, 

1364 

5000  00 

5000  00 

100,000  00 

" 

1865 

5000  00 

5000  00 

100,000  00 

" 

1866 

5000  00 

5000  00 

60,000  00 

January  1 

1867 

3000  00 

3000  00 

1,800,500  00 

470,100  00 

er  annum. 

90.025  00 

28,206  00 

118,231  00 

1,800,500  00 

At  5  per  cent,  p 

90,025  00 

470,100  00 

At  6 

Total  Inter* 

28,206  00 
St,     118,231  00 

1835.] 
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Vertificatu  of  Stock  belonging  to  the  Sinking  Fund  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  March  l.l. 

835. 

By  whom  issued. 

Interest  paid  to. 

Itedeemable. 

1       Amount. 

loial. 

City  five  per  cents. 

January  1st,  1835. 

January  1st,    1839 

$10,000  00 

S 

do             do 

do             do 

do             1840 

300  00 

City  six  per  cents. 

do             do 

do 

2,900  00 

City  five  per  cents. 

do            do 

July  1st,         1845 

26,000  00 

do             do 

do            do 

January  1st,   1846 

16,200  00 

do             do 

do            do 

July   1st.         1848 

9,000  00 

do             do 

do             do 

do             1850 

17,600  00 

do             do 

do            do 

January  1st,    1851 

20,000  00 

do             do 

do             do 

do             1855 

4,200  00 

do             do 

do            do 

April  Isf,        1855 

18,5';0  00 

do             do 

do            do 

July  1st,         1855 

10,000  00 

do             do 

do            do 

do             1856 

25.000  00 

do             do 

do             do 

January  1st,    1857 

2,300  00 

do             do 

do            do 

do 

12.000  00 

do            do 

do            do 

July  1st,         1858 

13.500  00 

do             do 

do            do 

do 

2.800  00 

do             do 

do            do 

do            1859 

34.200  00 

do             do 

do            do 

January  Ist,   1863 

15,000  00 

do            do 

do            do 

July  1st,         1866 

30,900  00 

270,400  00 

state  five  per  cents. 

February,  1st.  1835, 

June  1st,         1841 

1,106  37 

do            do 

do            do 

<Io             " 

5,673  46 

do            do 

do             do 

Decemb'r  lst,1846 

10,519  31 

do            do 

do             do 

do             1850 

22,000  00 

do             do 

do             do 

do             1853 

15,500  00 

do            do 

do             do 

do             1854 

12,092  42 

66,891  56 

Schuylkill  Navigation  Com- 

pany 

February,  1835, 

5 00 shares  stock 

25,000  00 

Schuylkill      Permanent 

Bridpe. 

ranuary,     1835, 

394  shares  slock 

3.940  00 

West  Philadelphia  Canal, 

Philadelphia    Steam    Tow 

100  shares  stock 

5,000  00 

Boat  Company, 

rs  shares,    first  instalments 
paid. 

750  00 

34,690  00 

S71.981  561 

EDUCATION  AND  CRIME. 

Remarks  on  the  relation  between  Education  and 
Crime,  in  a  letter  to  the  Uight  Rev.  William 
Whitk,  n.  D.  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Society 
for  alleviating  tlie  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons.  By 
Fiiijfcis  LiEBEH.  L.  L.  D.  member  of  the  Society. 

Bight  Reverend  Sir, 

The  office  which  you  hold  as  the  President  of  our 
Society,  and  the  active  interest  which  you  have  taken 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  in  all  matters  connected  with 
the  improvement  of  prisons  and  punishment,  as  well  as 
public  instruction,  have  induced  me  to  address  to  you 
the  following  remarks  on  a  subject  of  vital  importance 
to  society.  1  am  well  aware  that  they  touch  upon  a 
few  points  only,  of  this  vast  and  grave  subject,  and  that 
even  these  few  points  have  not  been  as  fully  discussed, 
as  a  thorough  and  systematic  inquiry  would  demand; 
yet  I  feel  assured  that  you  will  receive  tliem  with  that 
interest,  which  we  grant  even  to  the  weakest  effort,  if 
calculated  to  shed  some  light  upon  a  great  subject,  and 
with  that  indulgence,  for  which  a  sincere  desire  to  add 
our  mite  to  a  good  cause,  may  always  hope  at  the  hands 
of  true  wisdom  and  long  experience. 

In  the  British  House  of  Lords  as  well  as  Commons,  it 
has  been  stated  that  education  is  far  from  causing  a 
decrease  of  crime,  and  the  United  States  have  been 
adduced  as  instances  of  this  pretended  fact.  In  one 
case  it  has  been  asserted,  that  official  information  had 
been  obtained  from  the  city  of  New  York,  which  would  ' 


amply  prove  it.  On  the  other  hand,  some  remarks  of 
Messrs.  de  Beaumont  and  de  Tocqueville.  contained  in 
their  work  on  the  Penitentiary  System  in  the  United 
States,  on  the  apparent  increase  of  crime  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  have  been  referred  to,  as  equally  con- 
firming the  statement,  which,  if  true,  would  disappoint 
the  promoters  of  public  instruction,  in  one  of  their 
fondest  hopes. 

It  appeared  to  me  that,  though  many  individuals 
would  be  inclined  to  dismiss  these  assertions  without 
further  consideration,  since  long  experience  has  con- 
vinced them  of  a  different  result,  it  would  nevertheless 
be  desirable  that  a  convincing  statement  to  the  contrary 
should  be  given  to  the  public,  both  here  and  in  Europe, 
f  we  are  at  all  able  to  do  so.  The  assertions  are  seri- 
ous; the  consequences  which  their  truth  would  involve, 
of  an  alarming  character;  the  impression  which  they 
ght  produce,  veiv  obnoxious  in  an  age.  when  in  many 
countries,  greater  efforts  are  making  to  establish  gener- 
al education,  than  at  any  previous  period,  and  when, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  results  at  which  some  of  the 
most  distinguished  and  acute  statistical  writers  have 
ved,  apparcn-ly  corroborate  the  above  unfavorable 
remarks.  I  was  in  hopes  that  some  writer,  more  fitted 
for  the  task,  and  more  at  leisure  than  myself  w-ould 
offer  his  observations  upon  this  subject,  and  have. 
therefore,  delaved  giving  my  views  until  now  though, 
1„  the  mean  time.  I  did  not  remain  idle  as  to  the  collec 
tion  of  materials,  should  the  task  eventually  fall  upon 
me.  As  no  one  as  yet  has  given,  as  far  as  1  know  his 
views  I  venture  to  lay  mine  before  you.  requestmg  you 
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however,  at  the  same  time,  not  to  consider  the  follow- 
ing remarks  as  intended  to  form  a  treatise  on  the  im- 
portant question  before  us.  A  labor  of  this  kind  would 
require  more  leisure  than  I  can  possibly  command. — 
All  I  have  proposed  to  myself  is,  to  offer  some  general 
views,  which  may  present  the  various  points,  constitu- 
ting the  subject  wliich  occupies  our  attention,  with 
greater  clearness,  and  a  few  slatistical  facts  of  high  au- 
thority to  show,  as  1  believe  I  shall  be  able  to  do,  tbe 
fallacy  of  the  cited  statements* 

The  difference  of  opinion  respecting  the  effect  of 
education  upon  the  decrease  of  crime,  is  owing  in  my 
opinion,  in  no  slight  degree,  to  a  vagueness  of  expres- 
sion, so  common  whenever  a  subject  of  great  impor- 
tance begins  to  attract  general  attention.  Even  to 
words,  apparently  of  very  simple  import,  a  different 
meaning  is  attached,  by  different  individuals;  or  the 
ideas  wliich  they  are  intended  to  convey,  are  indistinct. 
Thus,  I  doubt  very  much  whether  many  writers  con- 
nect a  perfectly  clear  and  definite  idea  with  an  expres- 
sion so  simple,  as  that  of  decrease  or  increase  of  crime. 
The  terms,  education,  instruction,  knowledge,  and 
several  others,  are  used  still  more  vaguely,  and  not 
unfrequently,  in  utter  confusion.  In  order,  tlierefore, 
to  proceed  with  any  degree  of  clearness,  it  will  be  pro- 
per to  discern  between  knowledge,  instruction,  edu- 
cation and  civilization. 

By  instruction,  we  understand  the  imparting  of 
knowledge;  but  I  may  be  permitted  to  use  the  term 
for  brevity  sake,  in  the  subsequent  lines,  for  public 
instruction,  or  the  imparting  of  knowledge  in  schools; 
and,  more  especially,  in  schools  which  are  established 
according  trf  some  general  system,  and  strive  to  diffuse 
knowledge  among  those  classes  which  are  least  able  to 
procure  instruction  by  private  means.  Education  has 
a  much  mort;  comprehensive  meaning,  and  designates 
the  cultivation  of  the  moral,  mental  and  physical  facul- 
ties of  the  young,  it  includes,  therefore,  instruction. — 
By  civilization,  I  understand  the  cultivation  of  all  our 
powers,  and  endowments,  and  whatever  results  from 
this  cultivation,  as  well  as  the  cultivation  of  all  those 
ideas  which  have  any  connection  with  man's  existence, 
as  a  member  of  civil  society,  or  as  a  social  being  in 
general,  and  the  adorning  of  his  mind. 

According  to  this  definition,  I  take  it  for  granted,  that 
man  was  destined  for  civilization.  Ifthere  be  any  who 
deny  this  position,  who,  perhaps,  pretend  with  some 
writers  of  the  last  century,  that  man  is  happiest  and 
purest,  in  a  state  of  absence  ol  civilization,  1  do  not  con 
sider  this  the  place  to  refute  their  opinion.  An  inquiry 
of  the  kind  would  lead  us  to  a  philosophical  investiga 
tion  into  the  first  principles  of  human  society,  and  thf 
elements  of  the  human  mind  itself. 

If  man  were  not  destined  to  remain  for  ever  stationa- 
ry in  a  savage  state,  or,  which  amounts  to  the  same 
thing,  to  live  forever  without  society,  he  was  destined 
to  move  on  from  one  generation  to  another,  to  acquire, 
to  discover,  and  to  add  experience  to  experience.  A 
medium  between  the  two  states  cannot  be  imagined. — 
Man  must  either  be  inactive,  or  once  the  impetus 
given,  he  must  move  on  from  one  change  to  another. 
His  destiny  is  civilization,  and  civilization  is  his  truly 


*  Some  highly  interesting  facts  relating  to  the  subject 
in  question,  with  reference  to  foreign  nations,  are  con- 
tained in  the  late  numbers  of  the  Annals  of  Penitentia- 
ries, &c.  by  Dr.  N.  H.  Julius,  a  gentleman,  whose 
praiseworthy  zeal  and  great  ability  in  the  promotion  of 
sound  prison  discipline,  and  institutions  of  a  charitable 
character,  are  well  known  to  all  who  have  occupied 
themselves  with  the  improvement  of  prisons.  He  is 
now  in  this  country,  sent  by  the  Prussian  government, 
to  inspect  our  penitentiaries,  and  was  unanimously  re- 
quested, at  a  meeting  of  our  society,  to  add  a  note  to 
the  present  remarks,  on  the  relation  between  education 
and  crime  in  Prussia. 


natural  state,  because  in  it  alone  he  developes  that 
nature  which  God  has  given  to  his  mind.  Let  us  sup- 
pose, however,  this  were  not  the  case;  nothing  essen- 
tial would  be  altered,  with  regard  to  the  whole  European 
race,  since  we  find  it  already  in  this  state  of  progress 
from  knowledge  to  knowledge,  from  acquirement  to 
acquirement,  and  from  discovery  to  discovery;  and 
surely  there  can  be  nn  person,  who  pretends  to  say, 
that  a  retrogade  movement  up  to  the  first  simplicity  be 
possible!  Even  if  we  disagree  as  to  the  final  effects  of 
civilization,  in  regard  to  man's  happiness  or  virtue; 
with  us  it  would  be  now  too  late  for  any  thing  else  but 
the  jirogress  toward  farther  perfection. 

An  author  of  the  last  century,  who  has  given  to  the 
public  several  treatises  of  the  soundest  character,  grave- 
ly discusses  in  one  of  his  papers  the  question,  w!.elhcr 
it  be  wise  to  promote  the  improvement  of  roads,  and 
internal  communications  of  all  kinds,  and  actually 
comes  to  the  conclusion,  that  it  is  wiser  for  a  govern- 
ment not  to  make  the  roads  too  easy.  As  one  of  his 
reasons,  he  states  that  the  same  roads  which  serve  for 
a  brisk  internal  intercourse,  will  also  serve  the  enemy, 
in  times  of  war,  as  an  easier  means  of  conquest.  Now, 
this  seems  to  me,  precisely  a  case  in  point.  Even  if  all 
the  objections  against  good  and  many  roads  had  been 
founded,  a  ruler  would,  nevertheless,  have  acted  very 
unwisely  and  in  a  way  that  must  have  become  very 
injurious  to  his  country,  bad  he  neglected  to  promote 
in'.ernal  communication-  Whatever  may  be  the  acci- 
dental or  secondary  results  of  civilization,  it  seems 
to  me,  that  no  choice  is  left  any  longer  to  the  European 
race. 

The  first  question  now,  which  offers  itself  in  the 
course  of  our  inquiry  is,  does  civilization  promote 
crime? 

Tliat  civilization  itself,  as  defined  above,  cannot  be 
said  to  promote  crime,  seems  clear;  yet  I  am  not  desi- 
rous of  weighing  words,  and  willingly  admit  that  an  in- 
creased number  of  crimes  will  generally  be  connec'ed, 
with  a  state  of  increased  civilization,  simply  because 
civ.l  zation  multiplies,  with  every  advancing  step,  the 
opportunities  for  the  application  of  man's  activity,  and 
therefore,  the  opportunities  for  its  .^bu£e.  It  multiplies 
the  desires  and  wants  of  man,  which  is  in  fact  one  of 
the  most  desirable  effects  of  civilization;  but  along 
with  them,  it  muliiphes  disappomtment,  and  will 
always,  with  some  individuals,  create  the  desire  of 
gratifying  these  wants  by  any  means,  whether  honest  or 
dishonest. 

M'hen  men  live  upon  the  simplest  food  which  nature 
offers,  without  the  assistance  of  human  activity,  and 
dress  in  a  style  of  corresponding  simplicity,  very  few 
want--,  and  consequently  few  disappointments — few 
desires,  and  consequently  few  wicked  desires  can  exist.* 
The  crimes  which  an  Esquimaux  c.n  possibly  commit, 
can  be  but  few  in  number:  on  the.  other  hand,  what 
would  have  become  of  mankind  without  the  art  of 
writing?  Each  generation  would  have  remained  in  insu- 
lated barbarity,  and  a  gradual  development  of  morals 
could  hardly  have  taken  place.  Where  would  we  be 
without  a  system  of  credit?  Nations  never  could  have 
become  united  by  commercial  interconrse,  commerce 
would  have  remaineil  in  Its  slow  and  confined  incipient 
stage;  knowledge  would  not  have  extended  far  beyond 
the  limited  theatre  of  human  activity,  as  we  find  it  in 
antiquity.  Yet,  without  the  art  of  writing,  and  without 
the  modern  system  of  commercial  credit,  mankind 
would  have  been  spared  two  of  the  most  numerous 
classes  of  crime — fraud  and  forgery.  We  all  know 
that  private   property  forms  one  of  the  surest  fcunda- 


•  Among  others,  Archbishop  Whately,  has  treated 
of  the  supposed  morality  of  uncivilized  tribes,  in  his 
Introductory  Lectures  on  Political  Economy,  (London, 
1831,)  with  that  calm  and  impartial  reflection  which 
pervades  the  whole  work. 
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tions  and  we  should  be  freed  from  a  verj:  great  number 
of  crimes  now  committed.  No  weed  grows  on  a  barren 
rock  indeed,  but  no  grain  either. 

There  are  various  other  causes  why  the  number  of 
crimt-s  is  increased  with  advancinp;  civilization.  One 
of  the  most  numerous  divisions  ofcrime,  in  all  repoits, 
to  whatever  nation  of  the  European  race  they  m 


i;.y  re- 
late, is  Burzlaryi  but  burgliiry  can  be  committed  fre- 
quently in  those  countries  only, the  inhabitams  of  which 
feel  comparatively  secure.  A  caslle  of  the  middle 
ages  could  not  be  easily  robbed;  and  a  Turk  hides  liis 
treasures  under  the  ground,  or  curries  them  in  his  belt, 
and  sleeps    with   them.     Bur,;lary,  therefore,    is  pi 


haps  not  very  frequent  in  that  country,  but  should  we  i  her 
be  juslilied  in  concluding  from  this  fact,  that  the  Turks, 
as  a  people,  are  more  moral  or  less  prone  to  crime  than 
ourselves? 

The  mere  absence  of  crime,  therefore,  is  neither  a 
proof  of  a  state  of  moality — for  it  may  originate  from 
very  inauspicious  c.iuses — nor  is  the  increase  of  crime 
of  itself  a  proof  of  increased  degeneracy. 

If  I  h.ave  granted  tliat  civilization  multiplies  the  op- 
portunities ofcrime,  (in  a  moral  way,  as,  undoubtedly, 
it  increases  physically  the  variety  of  diseases,  though 
not  mortality,)  it  will  be  admitted  on  the  other  hand, 
that,  generally  speaking,  a  universal  attention  to  public 
instruction  is  the  result  ofa  general  progress  of  civiliza- 
tion, which  seldom  fails  !o  cause,  at  the  same  lime,  two 
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their  eyes--is  of  vital  importance  to  every  society,  and 
can  never  be  supplanted  by  any  g.-neral  school  system, 
however  wisely  ,t  may  be  contrived,  appears  to  me  so 
evident,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  this  point. 
Suppose,  however,  domestic  education  in  peneral  or 
with  large  classes,  to  be  bad,  and  thus  not  only  to  con- 
tinue from  generation  to  generation,  but,  as  there  is 
nowhere  a  mental  or  moral  standing  still,  to  grow 
worse  and  worse,  how  shall  we  begin  t.i  correct  so  dan- 
gerous a  state  of  things?  The  school  would  naturally 
be  one  (if  the  readiest  means  gradually  to  introduce  a 
better  one.  If  the  moral  domestic  education  be  not 
bad,  instruction  is  not   less  necessary.     I  do   not  treat 


of  the  general  necessity  of  the  knowledge  i.f 

ingand  writing,  which  our  religion  makes  as  indispen- 
sable as  our  !,tate  ot  industry  and  politics,  but  merely  of 
the  effect  of  general  instruction  upon  crime,  or,  in 
other  words,  its  moral  effect. 

Knowledge  in  itself  is  neither  good  nor  bad;  it  has 
no  moral  character  of  its  own,  and  in  the  translation  of 
the  work  of  Messrs.  de  Beaumont  and  Tocqueville, 
which  1  have  already  mentioned,  I  have  said:  "  In  this 
sense,  knowledge  is,  in  itself,  in  most  cases,  neither 
good  nor  bad;  arithmetic  will  assist  a  defaulter,  as 
much  as  an  industrious  man  who  works  for  his  family, 
as  a  knife  may  serve  the  murderer,  as  well  as  him  who 
cuts  a  piece  of  bread  with  it  for  a  crippK  d  beggar;  just 
as  the  sun  lends  his  light  to  crime  as  to  virtue."  But 
if  we  come  to  speak  of  public  instruction  knowledge 
tunity  fur  crime,  and  secondly  an  improved  state  of  the  I  does  not  retain  so  entirely  an  indifferent  charactir. 
administration  of  justice,  as  well  as  of  the  police  which  i  It  hasbeen  often  remarked,  that  instruction,  without 
detects  the  deviations  from  the  law.  I  believe  it  would  ''  the  careful  cultivation  of  the  heart  and  religions  instruc- 
be  difficult  to  imagine  a  government  which  watches  tion,  leads  to  moral  mischief,  rather  than  to  good 
with  great  zeal  over  public  instruction,  and  promotes  '  effects.  This  is  undoubtedly  true,  but  in  practice  the 
it  throughout  the  country,  without  directing  a  proper-  ]  remark  applies  more,  I  believe,  to  .schools  of  a  higher 
tionateatlention  to  the  other  branches  of  administration.  I  character  than  to  what  is  called  a  general  or  popular 
Thus  it  happens  that  very  frequently  the  introduction  school  system.  Times  have  existed,  when  the  religious 
of  a  general  school  system  is  accompanied  by  ' 
creased  number   of  convictions  in  the  courts  of  ji 


thing 


;  first. 


1  have  already  stated,  multiplied  oppo 


and  observers  of  this  bare  fact,  who  do  not  penetrate 
ino  the  true  causes  of  this  phenomenon,  conclude  from 
the  frequent  appearing  together  of  improved  school 
systems,  and  an  increased  number  of  convictions,  that 
one  is  the  cause  of  the  other,  or  that,  at  all  events,  the 
former  does  not  effect  a  decrease  of  crime.  But  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  true  effect  of  universal  instruc- 
tion, we  must  guard  ourselves  against  rash  conclusions, 
and  take  for  example,  countries  of  a  large  extent,  in  '  order  in  hi 
which  universal  instruction  has  been  established  for  a  I  children 
series  of  years,    such   as    Prussia,  rather  than  th 


cultivation  of  the  heart — I  do  not  only  speak  of  religious 
instruction— was  greatly  neglected  in  schools  where  the 
sciences  were  taught  witli   peculiar  success.     But  this 
disproportion   does  not  so   often  exist  in   elementary 
schools,  such  as  are  established  by  a  general  school  sys- 
tem, tor  all    the   classes  in   less  favored  situations.     I 
believe  there  is  hardly   a  school,  even  the  meanest,  in 
which  the  child  does  not  receive  some  moral  instruction, 
were  it   but  in   a  secondary   way.     A    teacher  cannot 
help  enforcing  some  moral  rules,  by    w.ay  of  keeping 
school  room;  nor  can  the  lessons  which  the 
ve  to  read   and    to  learn,   remain  without 
"  precepts  into  the  mind,  or 


of  moral  i 


which  no  thorough  effect  can  as  yet  be   expected,   or  sing  it  better  for   the  recept 

which   are  so  small  that  casu.al   occurrences,   entirely  viens      Secondly,  there  is  in  all  knowledge, 

foreign  to  the  amount  of  criminality  in  the  community,  most  indifferent  as  to  moral  effect,   for   instance  arith- 

may  essentially  disturb  the  usual  proportion  of  crime  metic,  a  softening  power,  whicli  renders  the  mind  more 
and  population.                                                                        '  pliable;  and  however  inferior  it  may    be  in  itself,   it 

It  is  evident  that  education,  as  defined  above,  cannot  forms  one  more  link  which  connects  the  individual  with 

possibly  promote  crime;  except  a  man  be  so  bold  as  to  the  society  in  which    lie   livfs.     But  the  more  we  can 

assert  that  man's  nature  is  so  thoroughly  bad,  that  in  cultivate  this  feeling  of  our  being  linked  to  a  society  of 

whatever  way   it    be  cultivated,   if   cultivated  at  all,  it  moral  beings  and   to  a  nation,  which  is   not  of  today, 

shoots  forth    the  germs  of  its   seeds  of  corruption —  and  in  which  we  have  to  perform  our  duties  as   every 


vhich  would  be  repugnant  to  our  mo^t  sacred 
conceptions  of  the  goodness  as  well  as  wisdom  of  our 
Creator. 

But  the  question  is,  whether  universal  instruction  is 
conducive  to  a  decrease  of  crime.  What  is  meant  by 
public  instruction?  I  believe,  if  used  without  further 
designation,  we  understand  by  the  expressions  of 
"universal  education,"  or  "  public  instruction,"  most 
frequently  the  universal  instruction  in  the  various  ele- 
mentary branches  of  knowledge,  or,  to  speak  with 
more  precision,  reading, writing.arithmetic,  a  fair  kncw- 
ledge  of  our  vernacular  tongue,  geography,  and  somi 


knowledge  of  history— togetl 
religion  and  morality. 

That  domestic  education — the  rearing  of  the  young 
\n  sound  morality,  the  fear  of  God;  ar.d  with  the  all- 
important   example   of  virtue  in  their  parents  before 


one  else,  and  the  more  we  can  prevent  the  future 
growth  ofa  feelitig  of  separation  from  society,  or,  with 
which  in  fact,  this  feeling  often  ends  in  its  natural  pro- 
gress, of  opposition  to  the  rest  of  society;  the  more  we 
shall  also  prevent  the  various  acts  of  selfishness,  of 
.absorbing  egotism — of  crime.  It  is  for  this  reason, 
among  others,  that  the  instruction  of  our  political  du- 
ties ought  to  form  a  branch  of  instruction  in  all  schools. 
Let  us  teach  and  convince  every  one  that  he  forms  an 
integrant  part  of  the  community,  upon  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  whose  duties  its  welfare  partially  depends, 
anil    we  shall    increase   his  self-esteem,    and    thereby 


th  the  principles  of   afford    him   one   of  the     best    preservatives    agair,st 


Thirdly,  there  are  no  individuals  more  exposed  to 
crime,  than  the  ignorant,  in  a  civilized  community:  or, 
in  other  words,  those  individuals  .ho  are  touched  by 
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the  wants  and  deisires  of  civilization,  or  by  the  effects 
of  general  refinement,  without  being  actually  within 
the  bosom  of  civilization. 

It  is  on  this  latter  point,  that  I  greatly  rest  my  opin- 
ion of  the  necessity  of  universal  education  with  the 
European  race.  Civilization  exists  with  us;  we  cannot 
stop  it,  even  were  we  desirous  of  doing  so;  and  the 
outward  effects  of  civilization  without  knowledge,  is 
the  greatest  bane  that  can  befal  any  class  or  individual. 
Ignorance  without  civilizaiion  is  no  peculiar  source  of 
crime;  ignorance  with  civilization,  is  an  abounding 
source  of  crime;  both,  because  it  lessens  the  means  of 
subsistence,  and  lowers  the  individual  in  the  general 
and  his  own  esteem — it  severs  him  from  the  instructed 
and  educated-  Instances  are  affurded  to  us  in  the  low- 
est, most  ignorant,  and  destitute  classes  in  all  large 
cities,  or  in  some  frontier  tribes,  who  receive  certain 
views  and  notions  of  civilization,  and  yet  live  without 
education  and  instruction. 

We  have  arrived  at  a  state  of  things  in  which  no  in- 
dividual, who  cannot  read,  is  actually,  in  most  respects, 
excluded  from  the  great  sphere  of  civilization,  which 
was  not  always  the  case,  for  instance,  in  antiquity;  and 
whoever  is  thus  excluded  from  the  general  course  of 
civilization,  is  more  exposed  to  misery ,  and  more  liable 
to  be  drawn  into  the  snares  of  crime,  than  others,  who, 
as  1  have  stated,  are  more  firmly  linked  to  society, 
upon  whom  shame,  therefore,  has  a  greater  power, 
and  who  find  it  easier  to  gain  a  livelihood  in  an  honest 
way. 

That  there  are  educated  people  among  the  convicts 
of  all  countries,  is  a  fact  which  does  in  no  degree  inva- 
lidate what  I  have  said.  I  even  allow  that  some  have 
become  criminals,  who,  without  a  certain  knowledge, 
would  not  have  committed  the  crime  which  brought 
them  to  ruin.  So  have  persons  of  a  more  acute  sense 
of  shame,  or  of  a  more  generous  heart  than  others, 
sometimes  become  criminals  while,  without  these  live 
lier  feelings,  they  would  have  given  the  law  no  oppor- 
tunity of  punishing  them. 

The  best  preservatives  against  crime  will  always  be 
a  well  trained  mind,  early  application,  and  industrious 
habits,  together  with  good  example.  There  is,  I  believe, 
no  person  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  various  and 
thorough  .observation  of  ciimin^ls,  who  will  not  a^ree 
with  me  on  this  point,  and  it  is  easy  to  judge  how  much 
a  sound  school  education  contributes  to  a  regular  train- 
ing of  the  youthful  mind. 

That  a  universal  school  system  ought  never  to  be 
wanting  in  a  proper  instruction  in  morals  and  the  culti- 
vation of  religious  feelings,  as  well  as  in  instruction  in 
political  virtue  and  morality,  is  as  tiue  as  that  no  system 
of  general  education  will  produce  all  the  good  effects 
which  it  ought  to  produce,  without  pioper  care  being 
taken  for  the  education  of  teachers.  T  liese  are  truths 
acknowledged  in  those  countries  where  public  instruc- 
tion, has  most  prospered.  But  there  are  so  many  sub- 
jects of  high  interest  connected  with  public  instruction, 
that  I  should  exceed  the  limits  within  which  I  must 
confine  these  observations,  were  I  even  but  briefly  to 
touch  upon  them. 

All  I  have  stated  so  far  is  as  yet  but  general  assertion, 
however  plausible  it  miy  appear-  How  are  we  then 
1o  test  its  truthi'  By  comparing  the  proportion  between 
crime  and  population,  since  public  instruction  has  been 
established  in  a  given  country,  to  that  which  before  ex 
isted.'  I  have  already  shown  the  fallacy  of  this  test  in 
most  rases;  and  I  must  extend  my  remark.  1  he 
increase  of  crime,  or  in  other  words,  the  increase  of 
indictments,  (because  most  generally,  some  crime  has 
been  committed  bv  some  one,  where  there  is  an  indict- 
ment) is  unfitted  to  serve  as  test  of  tlie  increased  crimi- 
nality of  a  community,  if  we  are  not  enabled,  by  a  num- 
ber of  concurrent  statements,  to  .judge  more  precisely 
of  the  case-  Sometimes  the  police  has  become  more 
vigilant,  sometimes  the  laws  have  been  made  more  pro- 
portionate to  the  crime,  and  the  judges  are  more  wil- 
ling to  convict;  sometimes  a  great  influx  of  destitute 


persons  has  taken  place,  at  others  public  attention  has 
been  roused,  and  directed  to  certain  crimes  until  then 
neglected;  an  army  may  have  been  disbanded:  a  winter 
have  been  pecultarly  severe,  a  famine  may  have  existed, 
money  transactions  may  have  offered  new  opportunities, 
&c.  in  short,  a  number  of  causes,  some  of  which  are 
continually  exercising  tlieir  influence  upon  mankind, 
may  have  existed,  without  the  least  connection  with 
public  instruction;  nay,  the  latter  may  have  continued 
to  exercise  its  beneficial  influence  during  the  whole 
time  that  crime  was  increasing,  and  may  actually  have 
prevented  it  from  still  greater  increase- 
It  has  been  stated  in  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
as  I  remarked  above,  that  official  information  had  been 
obtained,  showing  that  |)ublic  instruction  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  had  by  no  means  realized  the  hopes  of  the 
public,  as  to  its  influence  upon  the  decrease  of  crime, 
and  that  in  the  city  of  New  York,  crime  had  rapidly  in- 
creased. I  neither  know  how  true  the  statement  was, 
as  to  its  being  obtained  from  an  official  person,  nor 
whether  the  fact  is  true,  as  to  the  increase  of  crime  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  With  regard  to  the  state,  it  is 
not  true,  if  dependence  can  be  placed  upon  official 
documents.  But  I  consider  it  very  possible  that  crime 
has  of  late  increased  in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  va- 
rious reasons:  First,  New  York  is  fast  increasing,  and 
has  to  bear  with  the  advantages  of  large  cities,  also, 
their  evils,  among  which  the  frequency  of  certain 
crimes  always  will  be  found-  Secondly,  the  more  New 
York  is  enlarged, the  more  activity  of  all  kinds  is  there, 
and  consequently,  the  opportunity  for  a  number  of 
crimes,  especially  as  she  is  a  large  seaport,  to  which 
always  a  number  of  homeless  adventurers  will  resort.^ 
Thirdly,  its  rapid  intercourse  with  Europe  has  much  in- 
creased, and  with  it  the  importation  of  a  class  of  crimi- 
nals who,  according  to  their  skill  and  finesse,  may  be 
termed  a  superior  class.  Fourthly,  there  has  been  of 
late,  such  an  unprecedented  influx  of  destitute  emi- 
grants and  actual  paupers,  from  foreign  countries,  that 
they  alone  would  easily  account  for  a  great  increase  of 
vagrancy  and  crime.  The  report*  by  a  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  city  corporation,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiring into  this  serious  subject,  exposes  frightful 
abuses  of  the  facility  with  which  emigrants  may,  ac- 
cording to  the  present  laws,  settle  among  us,  whether 
willini;  and  able  to  support  themselves  or  not.  The 
almshouses  have  been  filled  with  foreign  paupers,  and 
it  can  be  easily  imagined  how  many,  either  driven  by 
want,  or  already  trained  in  vice  and  crime,  do  not  pro- 
ceed to  the  almshouse,  but  to  the  penitentiaries. 

The  remark  of  Messrs.  de  Beaumont  and  de  Tocque- 
ville,  which  has  been  referred  to  on  the  Hoor  of  the 
British  Parliament,  as  corroborating  the  fact,  that  uni- 
versal instruction  does  not  tend  to  decrease  the  number 
of  crimes,  is  made  by  th^ise  gentlemen,  in  a  passage  of 
iheirwork.in  which  they  speak  of  the  increase  of  crime 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut— a  State  which  has  fostered 
general  education  with  at  least  as  much  zeal  as  any 
other  State  in  the  Union. 

I  have  given  some  explanatory  notes  of  this  fact  so 
startling,  at  first  glance,  in  my  translation  of  the  valua- 
ble work  of  those  gentlemen,  and  will  only  add  here, 
that  accordin.g  to  a  letter  sent  me  by  Mr.  Pilsbury, 
w;mlcn  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  convictions 
have  diminished  considerably  of  late  in  that  State. — 
When  the  two  French  commissioners  were  here,  the 
prison  discipline  of  Connecticut  had  just  been  amend- 
ed, or,  rather,  entirely  re-fashinned,  and  juries  as  well 
as  judges  were  much  more  willing  to  let  the  law  take 
its  full  and  unchecked  course,  than  before  this  refor- 
mation of  the  State  prison,  when,  in  fact,  the  prisoners 
were  in  a  deplorable  situation-  Since  the  commission- 
ers, however,  were  here,  no  essential  change,  either  of 
the  law  or  prison  discipline,  has  taken  place,  to  my 
knowledge,  and  a  decrease  of  convictions,   would  au- 
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thorize  us  to  conclude,  at  any  rate,  that  crime  has  not 
gone  on  increasing;  in  that  State. 

Whether  crime  in  our  Union,  has  in  Reniral,  nf  late, 
increased  or  not,  I  am  not  able  to  say.  If  impressions  in 
matters  of  this  kind  were  worth  any  thing,  I  would  say, 
that  my  impressionis.that  certain  crimes,more  especially 
murder,  have  either  increased,  or  it  has  become  mure 
common  with  editors  of  newspapers  to  mention  the  de- 
tails of  every  murder,  in  whatever  quarter  of  the 
Union  it  may  have  been  committed.  Wherever  the 
truth  may  lie,  certain  it  is  that  this  ready  reception  of 
accounts  of  atrocious  deeds,  is  pernicious  in  a  great 
many  respects. — It  s.itisfies  one  of  the  worst  cravings 
of  the  human  mind,  and  affects  it  in  turn,  in  the  same 
way  in  which  physical  stimulants  and  exciting  liquors 
satisfy,  and,  in  turn,  ruin  the  body;  it  has  a  tendency  to 
render  the  reader  callous,  and  it  has  a  positive  and 
evil  effect  upon  criminally  disposed  persons.  The 
power  of  imitation  is  incalculable,  universal,  and  often 
operates  by  imperceptible  degrees.  Our  newspapers 
ought,  certainly,  not  to  be  silent  on  the  various  crimes, 
■which  are  committed,  for  it  is  equally  important  that 
the  true  state  of  things  be  known,  but  \t  strikes  me, 
that  it  would  be  both  beneficial  to  the  people  at  large, 
and  becoming  to  the  vocation  of  editors,  were  they  to 
state  but  the  simple  facts  of  atrocious  crimes,  and  leave 
their  detailed  accounts  to  those  papers  which  avowedly 
collect  the  statements  of  misdeeds,  and  appear  stamp- 
ed on  their  face  in  a  way,  which  makes  every  honora- 
ble reader  flee  them.  It  would  be  certainly  a  wise 
measure  if  the  editors  of  some  of  our  most  respectable 
papers  would  set  the  example,  and  agree  to  abstain  in 
future  from  publishing  detailed  accounts  of  barbarous 
crimes. 

One  of  the  most  active  causes  in  producing  crime  in 
our  country,  is  intemperance.  An  immense  majority 
of  all  murders  are  either  committed  during  intoxica- 
tion, or  in  consequence  of  quarrels  or  misery  brought 
on  by  intemperance.  And  if  crimes  of  an  atrocious  na- 
ture have  increased  of  late,  it  will  probably  be  found, 
by  minute  inquiry,  that  it  is  in  a  great  measure  owing 
to  the  increase  of  Intemperance,  which  some  years  ago 
took  place,  and  which  is  now  showing  its  melancholy 
effects  on  the  intemperate  themselves,  as  well  as  on 
those  who,  in  tlie  mean  time,  have  grown  up  with  such 
pernicious  examples  before  them- 

Though  this  Letter  be  not  the  precise  place  for  the 
following  remark,  I  nevertheless  cannot  refrain  from 
making  it,  since  it  seems  to  me  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance that  universal  attention  be  directed  to  the  sub- 
ject; namely,  the  immoderate  use  of  opium  in  various 
shapes,  chiefly  by  way  of  laudanum, in  families, and  es- 
pecially with  infants,  without  the  advice  of  proper  phy- 
sicians. My  inquiries  into  the  subject  have  led  me  to 
the  conviction,  that  innumerable  parents  create  in  their 
children  that  diseased  craving  for  stimulants,  which, 
with  so  many  individuals,  ends  in  open  and  violent  in- 
temperance, and  with  many  more,  in  a  constant  use  of 
ardent  spirits,  not  much  less  injurious  in  its  conse- 
quence. The  united  efforts  of  medical  gentlemen,  as 
of  all  those  who  are  in  the  habit  of  instructing  the  peo- 
ple on  important  points,  might  produce  a  great  change 
toward  the  better* 

Intemperance,  however,  which  on  all  bands  is  admit- 
ted as  the  most  fruitful  source  of  crime  in  our  country 
— and  should  there  be  any  one  who  doubts  it,  let  him 
look  at  the  convincing  statements  in  the  letters  which  I 
shall  append  to  these  lines — will  be  certainly  counter- 
acted in  a  degree  by  universally  spread  education,  for 
the  reasons  already  mentioned;  namely.because  it  trains 
and  regulates  the  mind,  connects  the  individual  with 
stronger  links  to  society,  informs  him  in  regard  to  his 


•  Some  more  remarks  on  the  same  subject  may  be 
found  in  a  work  which  I  lately  edited:  Letters  to  a 
Gentleman  in  Germany:  Philadelphia,  1834,  on  page 
324  and  sequ. 


duties  toward  the  Creator,  the  society  he  lives  in,  and 
toward  himself  and  his  family,  and  assists  in  producing 
self-respect. 

The  facts  which  have  lately  appeared  from  the  in- 
quiries instituted  in  England  as  to  the  extent  and  con- 
sequences of  intemperance  in  that  country,  the  state- 
ments collected  by  Mr.  Casper,  as  to  intemperance  in 
Prussia,  and  many  details  given  to  the  public  by  Mr. 
Quetelet,  with  regard  to  intemperance  in  France,  show 
that  the  remark  I  have  just  made  is  also  applicable  to 
those  countries. 

But  is  there  no  test,  then,  by  which  we  may  as- 
certain whether  universal  education  tends  to  prevent 
crime,  or  whether  ignorance  promotes  it?  It  seems  to 
me  that  there  is  a  means  by  which  we  may  solve  this 
question  to  the  satisfaction  ofevfry  fair  inquirer,  name- 
ly, by  ascertaining  the  degree  of  education  which  eve- 
ry convict  has  obtained.  If  we  should  find,  that  in  a 
country  in  which  few  individual.s  grow  up  without  some 
school  instruction,  an  immense  majority  of  convicts  are 
men  who  have  not  received  a  fair  school  education,  if 
thus  ignorance  almost  accompanies  crime,  and  if.  at  the 
same  time,  it  is  easy  to  account  for  a  connection  be- 
tween the  two,  on  general  and  simple  grounds,  drawn 
from  the  nature  of  our  mind  and  of  human  society  in 
general,  I  tliink  we  are  authorized  to  conclude  that 
there  actually  does  exist  a  necessary  connection  be- 
tween the  two,  and  that  by  diffusing  knowledge  of  a 
moral  and  scientific  character,  we  may  hope  for  a  de- 
crease of  crime,  and  be  assured  that  though  crime  may 
in  reality  or  apparently  have  Increased  for  some  reason, 
it  would  have  Increased  still  more  without  general  edu- 
cation. 

The  greatest  circumspection,  indeed,  is  necessary,  in 
drawing  conclusions  from  statistical  statements.  Many  ■ 
opinions,  apparently  founded  in  reality,  have  current- 
ly been  believed  for  many  years,  and,  in  the  end,  been 
found  to  be  erroneous.  But  if,  as  I  have  stated,  re- 
peated facts  agree  with  the  conclusions  at  which  we 
would  arrive  in  the  most  cautious  way  of  reasoning  by 
analogy,  and  on  principles  which  are  always  consider- 
ed  to  hold — and  If,  in  particular,  our  conclusions  are 
corroborated  by  those  individuals,  who,  before  all  oth- 
ers, have  a  sound  and  practical  knowledge  of  criminals, 
it  would  seem  that  we  may  adopt  the  result,  thus  ar- 
rived at,  as  truth.  There  is  no  warden  or  superinten- 
dent of  any  penitentiary  of  note,  with  which  lam  ac- 
quainted, who  does  not  consider  want  of  educalion.and 
ignorance,  as  some  of  the  most  active  agents  in  pro- 
ducing crime;  and  if  there  be  any  subject  connected 
with  education,  or  any  affairs  of  human  society,  re- 
specting which  the  knowledge  of  practical  men  Is  more 
indispensable,  or  reasoning  on  which,  without  ample 
knowledge  of  facts,  is  more  gratuitous,  that  subject  is 
prison  discipline,  and  the  true  character  of  convicts. — 
But,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  letters,  there  is 
but  one  opinion  among  these  gentlemen. 

When  1  first  saw  the  statements  to  which  I  have  al- 
luded at  the  beginning  of  this  letter,  I  directed  a  series 
of  queries  to  the  wardens  of  our  most  prominent  peni- 
tentiaries, and  received  from  nearly  all  of  them  the 
readiest  answers,not, indeed,  always,  on  all  of  my  ques- 
tions. This  would  have  been  taken,  in  some  cases,  too 
much  time,  yet  the  statements  with  which  the  gentle- 
men favored  me  are  quite  sufficient  to  prove,  that  not 
only  education,  but  instruction,  even  in  the  most  ele- 
mentary knowledge,  is  very  deficient  in  most  convicts. 
Some  of  my  queries  tended  to  ascertain  other  facts, 
and  some  of  the  statements  of  those  gentlemen  touch 
upon  statistics  of  the  highest  interest,  besides  the 
points  in  question,  so  that  I  have  finally  concluded  to 
give  their  whole  letters.of  which  I  am  convinced  every 
one  will  approve-  The  more  statistics  we  can  possibly 
collect  respecting  crimes  and  criminals,  the  causes  of 
the  first,  and  the  social  stations  of  the  latter,  the  better 
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series  of  inquiries,  with  regard  to  the  Massachusetts 
State  Prison  in  Charlestown,  received  my  letter  when 
setting  out  for  a  journey,  but  wrote  me, — "  This  report 
(the  ninth  of  the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society) 
contains  much  information  touching  the  point  proposed 
in  your  letter,  and  enables  me  more  effectually  to  con- 
tribute to  the  object  of  your  inquiry  than  any  other 
document  in  my  possession,  or  that  I  can  at  present  ob- 
tain," &C.  This  report  has  not  yet  reached  nje,  and  I 
am,  therefore,  obliged  to  refer  to  it,  without  offering 
any  extracts.*  From  another  quarter,  I  res;eived  no 
answer. 

As  Mr.  Wood,  the  warden  of  our  Eastern  Penitentia- 
ry, his  given  tlie  answer  on  a  number  of  my  qiieries,in 
his  last  report  on  the  penitentiary  under  his  charge,  to 
the  Board  of  Inspectors,  I  shall  give  an  extract  from 
that  quarter. 

As  to  the  three  other  letters,  I  repeat,  they  are  too 
valuable  not  to  be  given  without  curtailment.  They 
prove  once  more  the  facts,  that — 

1.  Deficient  education,  early  loss  of  parents,  and 
consequent  neglect,are  some  of  the  most  fraitfui  sources 
of  crime. 

2.  That  few  convicts  have  ever  fearned  a  regtilar 
trade,  and,  if  they  were  bound  to  any  apprenticeship, 

.they  have  abandoned  it  before  the  time  had  lawfully 
expired. 

3.  That  school  education  is,  with  most  convicts, very 
deficient,  or  entirely  wanting. 

4.  Tliat  intemperance,  very  often  the  consequence 
of  loose  education,  is  a  most  appalling  source  of  crime. 

5.  That  by  preventing  intemperance,  and  by  pro- 
moting education,  we  are  authorized  to  believe  that  we 
shall  prevent  crime,  in  a  considerable  degree. 

The  following  documents  would  serve  yet  for  a  va- 
riety of  ifBpmtant  reflections,  e.  g.  the  paramount  im- 
portance of  instructing  the  convict  in  some  trade,  and 
either  by  the  folly  or  great  mistake  of  some  who  are 
desirous  to  oppose  this  most  necessary  part  of  all  prison 
discipline;,  and  the  interesting  communication  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  chaplain  of  Auburn  Stale  Prison, 
would  furnish  the  material  for  some  comparisons  of  a 
very  instructive  nature,  wiih  some  statements  in  Mr. 
Guerry's  Easai  sur  la  Statisligue  Morale  dc  la  France; 
Paris,  1833— a  work  of  great  merit;  but  I  must  neces- 
sarily abstain  from  it,  not  to  deviate  from  the  nature  of 
this  letter. 

I  shall  add  to  Mr.  VViltse's  letter,  a  statement,  which 
he  kindly  communicated  to  me  about  a  year  ago,  and 
which  I  append  to  my  introduction  to  a  Constitution 
and  Plan  of  Education  for  Girard  College  for  Orphans, 
as  showing  how  many  convicts  have  lost  their  parents 
in  their  early  years. 

Before  I  conclude  these  remarks,  f  will  only  observe 
as  an  explanation  of  the  following,  that  if  it  is  stated  of 
a  convict,  that  he  reads  and  writes,  but  has  no  common 
good  school  education,  his  acquirements  often  amount 
to  little  more  than  the  knowledge  of  spelling,  orthe 
skill  ot  making  out  the  sound  of  the  words,  without  the 
capability  of  finding  out  the  senseof  a  phrase — and  the 
skill  to  write  his  name.  With  regard  to  our  inquiry, 
all  below  a  common  English  school  education,  ought  to 
be  classed  together. 

It  would  have  been  desirable  to  know  what  number 
of  foreigners  are  among  the  various  classes,  enumerat- 
ed in  the  following  statements,  but  this  information  is 
not  essential  as  to  our  inquiry,  as  convicts,  who  are  na- 
tives of  foreign  countries,  belong  nearly  without  an  ex- 
ception, to  the  least  educated  of  the  whole  number.— 
Froni  very  interesting  statements  in  the  statistical  ap- 
pendix to  the  work  of  Messrs.  Beaumont  and  Tocque- 
ville,  the  proportions  of  foreigners  among  convicts  in 


America,  to  natives,  will  be  foand,  and  it  is  therefore 
easy  to  ascertain  how  many  uneducated  Americans  still 
remain  among  the  number  of  convicts. 
I  am. 

Right  Rev.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  respectful  servant, 

FR.\NCIS  LTEBER. 
Pkiladelphia,  Nov.  1834. 

(Conclusion  next  weeJc.) 


•  Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  received  the 
Ninth  Report  of  the  Boston  Prison  Society,  but  it  con- 
tains little   referring  particularly  to  the  matter  before 


HOUSE  OF  REFUGE. 
Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  Visit  and  Exam- 
ine into  the  Affairs  and  Management  of  the  House  of 
Refuge— By  Ma.  I.a  whence.     Read  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  March  24,  1835. 
The   Committee    appointed  by  a   resolution   of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  of  the  eighteenth  December 
last,  "  to  visit  and  examine  into  the  affairs  and  manage- 
ment of  the  House  of  Refuge,  situate  in  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  and  to  make  report  touching  its  usefulness 
and  economy,  and  also  report  how  far  the  present  or- 
ganization of  the  House  of  Refuge  is  conformable  to  the 
.  principles  of  its  original  establishment,  and  also  how  far 
the  imprisonment  of  persons  in  that  institution,  without 
j  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  is  conformable  to  the   letter  and 

spirit  of  the  constitution,"  Report,  viz; 
I  That  in  obedience  to  said  resolution,  the  committee 
j  met  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  and,  having  made 
i  known  to  the  Board  of  Managers  the  object  of  their 
1  visit,  and  having  furnished  them  with  a  copy  of  the  re- 
solution under  which  they  acted,  every  facility  was 
I  promptly  and  cheerfully  afforded  by  the  board,  to  ena- 
i  ble  the  committee  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

The  committee  proceeded,  first,  to  examine  the 
;  buildings  of  the  institution,  its  inmates,  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  fed  and  clothed,  the  kind  of  labor  in 
which  they  are  employed,  and  the  system  of  govern- 
I  ment  and  discipline  adopted  by  the  managers. 
j  The  inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution,  "  How  far 
I  the  present  organization  of  the  House  of  Refuge  is  con- 
I  formable  to  the  principlesofitsoriginal  establishment," 
I  will  be  answered  by  a  reference  to  the  original  de- 
sign of  the  founders  of  this  benevolent  institution, 
the  law  by  which  it  was  incorporated}  and  the  facts 
which  will  be  hereafter  detailed. 

The  House  of  Refuge  has  been  justly  termed  a  place 
for  the  reformation  of  "juvenile  delinquents."  It  origi- 
!  nated  in  the  best  feelings  of  the  heart.  It  is  a  work  of 
charity.  It  was  established  at  first  by  individual  liber- 
;  ality  and  enterprise;  and  it  is  in  a  great  measure  con- 
I  ducted  and  sustained  by  the  same  liberal  and  philanthro- 
pic spirit.  It  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature,  in  1826.  An  appropriation  often  thousand  dol- 
lars w.as  granted  by  the  State;  and  by  the  same  act  ten 
j  thousand  dollars  were  directed  to  be  paid  by  the  com- 
[  missioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  out  of  the 
county  funds,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  site  and 
building'a  "  House  of  Refuge,"  and  also  five  thousand 
I  dollars  for  repairs  and  incidental  expenses. 

The  buildings  are  substantial, and  their  arrangements 
judicious-  I  he  inmates  present  a  healthy  appearance; 
their  clothing  is  comfortable,  and  their  fare  is  abundant 
and  wholesome.  Their  labour  is  suited  to  their  age  and 
capacity — regular,but  not  severe.  Their  government, 
so  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  allow,  is  parental. — 
They  have  their  regular  hours  of  labour,  and  instruc- 
tion: while  every  attention  is  paid  to  induce  habits  of 
industry,  the  greatest  possible  care  is  had  for  their  in- 
tellectual improvement.  The  ordinary  branches  of  an 
English  education  are  better  acquired  in  the  House  of 
Refuge  than  in  many  of  our  country  schools. 

Tliese  remarks  will  apply  to  both  the  male  and  fe- 
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male  departments.  The  committee  were  pleased  lo 
witness  llie  great  attention  paid  by  ilie  managers  in  af- 
fording the  means  of  moral  and  religious  instriiclion  — 
Staled  periods  are  set  apart  for  devolionil  exercise: 
the  duty  is  performed  with  proper  solemnity,  and  the 
most  respectful  attention  is  paid  by  all  classes.  Minis- 
ters of  different  denominations  attend  and  preach  alter- 
nately every  Sabbath.  The  day  is  spent  in  giving  and 
receiving  instructions  of  the  most  useful  kind;  ai\d 
these  duties  appear  to  be  performed  by  all  concerned 
with  pleasure  and  profit. 

The  number  of  inmales  at  present  U,  of  males,  one 
hundred  and  three,  of  females,  filly  fc  ur.  A  very 
great  proportion  of  the  children  in  the  House  of  Kefuge 
are  orphans.  Of  the  females,  there  are  nearly  three- 
fourths  who  have  no  parents;  and  such  as  have,  in  most 
instances,  derive  no  advantages  from  them. 

To  tliis  unfortunate  class,  the  advantages  of  this  in- 
stitution are  peculiarly  adapted.  Here  their  vicious 
tempers  and  habits  are  restrained — their  minds  im- 
proved— principles  of  virtue  inculcated;  and  not  a  few, 
who  were  in  the  broad  road  to  ruin,  have  been  rescued 
from  destruction  and  prepared  for  usefulness,  and  are 
now  filling  respectable  places  in  society.  Some  of 
these  instances  have  come  under  the  special  notice  of 
your  committee,  and  are  referred  to  as  an  evidence  to 
show  that  the  benevolent  designs  of  the  founders  of  this 
institution  have  been  realized,  in  reclaiming  youthful 
offenders  from  the  disgrace  and  ruin  consequent  on  a 
confinement  in  a  jail  or  penitentiary,  to  which  their 
vicious  practices  would  unavoidably  have  brought 
them. 

The  committee  will  now  refer  to  that  part  of  the  re- 
solution which  requires  ihem  to  report  "  How  far  the 
imprisonment  of  persons  in  the  House  of  Reluge,  with- 
out the  verdict  of  a  jury,  is  conformable  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  constitution." 

The  committee/io  not  think  it  necessary  at  thi<  time 
to  go  into  a  full  examination  of  this  important  and  difli- 
cult  question.  The  institution  has  been  under  the  man- 
agement and  direction  of  some  of  the  ablest  jurists  of  the 
State:  and  they  do  not  believe  that  any  act  would  be 
done  or  encouraged  by  them  which  would  be  in  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution.  However,  it  is  highly  proba- 
ble that,  in  their  laudable  zeal  to  promote  and  effect 
the  philanthropic  end  of  the  institution,  some  acts  may 
have  been  done,  either  in  the  committal  of  inmates,  or 
in  the  duration  and  cause  of  their  confinement,  inconsis- 
tent "with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  constitution."— 
It  is,  however,the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee, 
that,  if  such  errors  have  been  committed,  they  were  of 
the  head  and  not  of  the  heart;  because  ihey  believe 
the  managers  were  actu.x  ed  by  no  other  than  the  most 
laudable  motives — a  zeal,  an  ardent  and  patriotic  zeal, 
to  rescue  youthful  delinquents  from  a  course  of  con- 
duct which  would,  if  unrestrained,  lead  them  to  inevit- 
able misery,  degradation  and  ruin. 

The  committee  is  aware  that  there  are  conflicting 
opinions  on  this  subject;  but  they  believe  that  any  ar- 
gument of  theirs  would  be  unnecessary  and  superflous, 
as  the  whole  question  has  been  ably  st.ated  and  exam- 
ined in  the  opinion  delivered  by  Judge  King,  in  the 
case  of  Commonwealth  ex  relatione  Joseph  against 
M'Keagy,  superintendent,  in  the  first  volume  of  Ash- 
mead's  Reports;  and  by  a  paper  signed  by  Messrs.  Jo- 
seph R.  IngersoU  and  John  Sergeant,  and  laid  on  the 
desks  of  members.  The  committee  have  prepared  a 
bill,  accompanying  this  report,  which  they  believe  will 
restrain  the  institution  within  the  "  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution" and  laws,  and  will  at  the  same  time  throw  no 
obstacle  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  laudable  end. 

To  enable  the  managers  of  the  institution  to  carry 
their  designs  into  eflfect,  and  continue  lo  society  the 
benefits  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  heavy  expenses  have 
been  incurred  which  must  be  provided  for.  Individual 
contributions  have  been  very  liberal,  and  are  still  so; 
Vol.  XT.  28 


some  large  bequests  have  been  given  which  are  unavail- 
able at  present,  but  which  will  in  a  short  time  add  much 
to  its  means.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  benefits  of 
the  institution  are  not  confined  to  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia— its  doors  are  thrown  open  to  the  un- 
fortunate objects  of  the  institution  from  every  county 
in  the  State,  many  of  which  have  availed  themselves  of 
its  advantages:  for  this  reason  andothers.the  Common- 
wealth has  contributed  to  its  support  on  former  occa- 
sions,  and  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  should 
still  bear  a  proportion.of  the  expense  of  sustaining  it 
until  its  own  means  are  sufficient- 

The  annual  reports  of  the  managers  render  it  unne- 
cessary for  your  committee  to  go  into  much  detail;  but 
it  is  due  to  the  managers  to  say  that  every  thing  in 
their  power  has  been  done  to  render  the  institution 
useful,  and  to  carry  into  successful  effect  the  objects  of 
its  benevolent  founders  and  proprietors.  Much  time 
and  labour  is  spent  in  the  management  of  its  affairs;  all 
of  which  is  gratuitously  bestowed:  the  same  remark 
will  apply  to  the  clergymen  who  officiate  in  tlie  insti- 
tution, as  well  as  the  medical  gentlemen  who  are  con- 
stantly in  attendance,  on  all  occasions  when  their  aer 
vices  are  required. 

1  he  committee  have  seen  and  conversed  with  several 
persons  who  spent  several  years  in  the  House  of  Re- 
fuge, who  uniformly  bear  testimony  to  its  usefulness, 
the  ability  with  which  it  conducted,  the  wholesome- 
ness  of  its  discipline,  and  who  acknowledge  themselves 
indebted  to  that  institution  for  the  respectable  station 
they  now  hold  in  society. 

With  a  view  to  remove  all  objections  which  may  ex- 
ist on  the  question  of  committal  without  trial  by  jury, 
the  committee  report  a  bill,  which  they  trust  will  meet 
the  views  of  the  Legislature,  and  avoid  the  odium  of 
a  conviction  in  a  criminal  court,  the  effects  of  which 
are  so  sensibly  felt  by  the  youthful  mind,  and  instead 
of  producing  reformation.generally  tends  to  harden  and 
confirm  their  vicious  habits. 

The  committee  cannot  dismiss  the  subject  without  a 
passing  notice  of  the  qualifications  of  Mr.  Edwin  Young, 
superintendent,  and  Mrs.  Catharine  Shirlocfc,  matron, 
for  the  stations  by  them  respectively  occupied;  oppor- 
tunity was  not  of  course  afforded  to  become  so  intimate- 
ly acquainted  with  those  individuals  as  would  enable  us 
to  do  full  justice  to  them  from  personal  intercourse,  but 
we  must  say,  that  intelligence,  benevolence,  and  a 
proper  union  of  firmness  and  benignity,  mark  the  whole 
deportment  of  each,  and  from  information  entitled  to 
all  credit,  the  committee  believe  their  situations  could 
not  be  better  filled.  To  their  parental  care  must  great- 
ly be  attributed  the  extraordinary  good  order  and  de- 
corum which  pervades  the  institution;  the  salutary  ef- 
fects of  virtuous  female  example  and  influence  on  erring 
individuals  of  that  sex,  is  most  happily  illustrated  in 
(he  family  under  the  matron  of  that  institution— there 
reigns  throughout,  all  the  propriety  and  harmony  of  a 
virtuous  family,  and  many  of  the  hapless  inmates  re- 
alize for  the  first  time  the  pleasures  of  virtue,  and  are 
led  by  the  force  of  moral  infJuence,  to  loath  the  scenes 
of  vice  and  misery  with  which  they  have  been  fa- 
milar  from  infancy. 

The  committee  will  add,  that  from  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  books  kept  by  the  superintendent  and 
managers,  as  well  as  every  thing  connected  with 
their  respective  duties,  their  efforts  have  been  di- 
rected, and  they  have  succeeded  in  making  the  insti- 
tution what  it  purports  to  be,  a  House  of  Refuge. 


Arrived  on  the  Schuylkill,  to  Neligh,  Bull,  &  Co., 
two  boats  load  of  Coal— being  the  first  brought  from 
the  mines  this  season. 

U.  S.   Gazette. 
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REPORT  ON  PUBLIC   SCHOOLS. 

Seventeenth  Annual  Report    of  the    Conlrollera  of  the 
I'ublic  Schools, 

For  llie  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  comprising 
the  First  School  Disiiict  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, with  their  accounts. 

Philadelphia — Printed    by    order    of    the     Board  of 
Controllers,  1835. 

REPORT: 

In  obedience  to  the  Act  of  Assembly,  passed  March 
3d,  1818,  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Educa- 
tion of  children  at  Public  Expense  within  the  City  and 
County  of  Philadelphia,"  which  provides  for  the  pub- 
lication in  the  monih  of  February  in  every  year,  of  a  I 
statement  of  the  amount  of  expenditure,  and  of  the] 
number  of  Children  educated  in  the  Public  Schools, —  j 
the  Controllers  submit  the  following  report: 

By  the  stated  returns  from  the  several  Sections,  it 
appears  that  the  Lancaslerian  Schools  of  the  First  dis- 
trict are  attended  by  eight  thousand,  three  hundred  j 
and  forty-four  pubils — made  up  of  four  thousand,  five  ! 
hundred  and  fifty  eight  boys,  and  three  thousand  \ 
seven  hu:idred  and  eighty-six  girls.  I 

The  following  statement  shows  the  numbers  in  \ 
attendance  at  each  school,  viz:  | 

Boys.     Girls.   Total. 
Model  School,  ViSS         189         444 

Model  Infant  School,  155         165         320 

First  Section.  '\ 

Locust  Strett,  325         241         566  ; 

North  Western,  189         216         405 

Do.  Inf^mt  School,  150         164         314 

Southwestern,  183         114         302 

South  Eastern,  277         SJS         600 

Do.  Infant  School,  129         136         265 

Lombard  Street,  (colored,)  130         147         277 

Schuylkill  School,  (new,;  32  36  68 

Second  Section. 
Northern  Liberties,  371         322         693 

Do.  Colored  School,  -      70  41  111 

Coates  Street,  244         000         244 

Third  Section. 
Southwark,  344         302         646 

Second  Street,  224         000         224 

Fourth  Section. 
Penn  Town-hip,  336         286         622 

Sixth  Section. 
Germantown,  88  67         155 

ninth  Section- 
Moyamensing,  212         274         486 

Infant  School  do.  130         159         289 

Tenth  Section.  ! 

Marlboro' Street,  275         215        490 

Master  Street,  302         276         578 

Do-Infant  School,  132         113         245 


Total, 


455 


37S6      8344 


In  those  parts  of  the  District  where  Lancasterian 
Schools  are  not  established,  in  consequence  of  the 
sparene-s  of  the  population,  as  has  been  heretofore 
stated,  the  School  Directors  avail  themselves  of  the 
best  common  schools  in  the  vicinity,  and  during  the 
past  year,  they  have  afforded  the  benefit  of  such 
schools  to  about  twelve  hundred  children.  These, 
added  to  the  number  above   stated,   exhibit  a  total   of 

HIKE  xnOUSAHD,  TIVE  HCNDnEO   ASD  FORTT-EOOR  pupils 

instructed  at  the  public  expense  since  the  last  report 
of  the  Board. 

Thus,  under  the  existing  school  laws  of  the  first  dls 
trlct,  upwards  of  sixtt  TiiorsiSD  cHiLnnEW  have  been 
enrolled  in  the  public  schooli  during  the  last  sixteen 
years,  to  all  of  whom  the  benefits  of  this  system  of  in- 


struction h.rve  been  freely  extended.  In  acquiring  the 
rudiments  of  a  practical  education,  it  is  bclifvcd,  they 
have  been  employed  with  profit  and  happiness  to  them- 
selves, and  with  great  advantage  to  the  communily,  of 
which  they  are  hereafter  to  constitute  an  important, 
active,  and  highly  valuable  portion. 

During  the  past  year  arrangements  were  completed 
for  opening  and  organizing  the  four  infant  schools 
alluded  lo  in  the  last  report,  in  the  North  Western  and 
South  Eastern  schools  of  the  firsi  section,  in  Moyamen- 
sing  and  in  Kensington.  These  schools  are  now  fully 
occupied,  under  the  care  of  competent  and  faithful 
teachers,  and  have  in  all  respects  met  the  expectations 
of  the  Board.  The  want  of  local  accommodation  alone 
has  prevented  the  multiplication  of  these  primary  es- 
tablishments.  1  heir  importance  to  the  entire  success 
of  every  system  of  general  education  is  as  fully  appre- 
ciated by  the  Board  of  Control  as  their  warmest 
advocates  could  wish,  and  numerous  similar  establish- 
ments, heretofore  supported  by  individual  contribu- 
tions, would  already  have  been  connected  with  the 
public  school  system,  if  their  immediate  patrons  had 
been  willing  to  consign  them  to  that  guardianship, 
which  existing  laws  prcicriAe  to  the  Controllers  The 
unremitting  and  earnest  attention  of  the  Boat  d,  is  given 
to  this  department  of  instruction  in  the  sincere  hope 
that  by  commencing  with  the  earliest  dawn  of  human 
intelligence,  and  tlienceforward  pursuing  the  work  of 
education  to  the  fullest  extent  which  the  character, 
circumstances,  and  prospects  of  the  pupils  admit,  by 
furnishing,  concurrently,  the  sr.nidest  principles  of 
Christian  and  scholastic  i'nstruction,  and  habituating  the 
pupils,  almost  from  the  cradle,  to  order,  decorum,  and 
industiious  appllcition — the  great  objects  of  the  system 
will  be  most  eflficlently  developed,  and  the  interests 
of  the  community,  at  the  same  time  with  the  tempo- 
ral and  eternal  welfare  of  the  pupils,  most  certainly 
promoted. 

The  original  model  Infant  School  established  by  the 
Controlleis,  continues  to  merit  the  warm  approbation 
which  has  beietofore  been  expressed  by  the  Board, 
and  in  addition  to  its  direct  utility  to  its  pupils  enrolled 
in  it,  has,  under  the  guidance  of  its  experienced  and 
iiidef^itigable  teacher,  been  of  great  importance  in  fur- 
therance of  the  plan  by  the  indispensable  aid  it  has 
(urni.shed  in  preparing  and  qualifying  teachers  for  the 
saree  department  of  instruction.  Upon  the  application 
of  a  few  highly  respectable  and  benevolent  individuals, 
who  had  by  their  own  efforts  assembled  a  school  on  the 
banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  in  the  extreme  South  Western 
part  of  the  First  (city)  Section,  the  Directors  of  that 
Section  with  the  concurrence  of  this  Board,  have  taken 
charge  of  the  same  and  annexed  it  to  the  schools  of  the 
city.  It  promises  great  and  permanent  advantages  to 
the  quarter  in  which  it  is  located. 

The  close  of  another  year,  happily  bring*  with  it, 
renewed  cause  for  congratulation  and  thanklulness  in 
the  uninterrupted  health  of  the  district  and  the  entire 
immunity  which  the  schools  have  enjoyed  from  general 
or  local  disease. 

The  schools  throughout  the  district  have  been  found 
by  the  cnutrollers  at  their  stated  and  casual  visitations, 
in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  the  teachers  employed 
in  them  continue  to  merit  a:id  receive  from  this  board 
and  from  the  immediate  directors  of  their  respective 
sections,  the  same  cordial  approbation  of  their  compe- 
tency, zeal  and  fidelity,  wtiich  the  controllers  have 
heretofore  expressed. 

The  account  of  expenditure  by  the  Board  during  the 
past  year,  duly  certified  by  the  county  auditors  agree- 
ably to  law,  and  hereto  annexed,  shows  that  the  con- 
trollers have  drawn  orders  on  the  Treasury  in  that  pe- 
I  riod  for  the  amount  offifty-five  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-two  dollars  and  45  cents,  of  which  sum, 
school  expenses  and  furniture,  are  charged  with  the 
sum  of  forty-four  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-four 
1  dollars;  and  teal  estate,  (an  item  ahwys  remaining  to 


220 


IMPROVEMENT. 


[Afrii. 


the  credit  of  the  county  for  at  least  ils  cost,)  with 
eleven  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars 
and  forty-five  cents. 

Seventeen  years  have  now  elaped  since  ti.e  existinj? 
school  laws  of  this  district  were  enacted,  and  each 
revolving  season  furnishes  new  proofs  of  the  wisdom 
manifested  in  their  arrangement,  and  the  practical  and 
expansive  usefulness  of  the  system  they  have  originated. 
Administered  by  the  unbought  services  of  respectable 
and  benevolent  citizens,  whose  efficient  supervision 
and  kind  solicitude  secure  to  the  pupils  every  practical 
advantage.  The  public  schools  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia  present  all  the  facilities  which  the  most 
ardent  friends  of  general  education  could  des're.  Few, 
if  any,  of  the  branches  of  public  service,  it  is  thought, 
can  boast  more  successful  prosecution  or  more  undevia- 
ting  attention  than  this  has  received  for  a  long  series  of 
years,  from  the  disinterested  efforts  of  philanthropic 
individuals,  whose  time  and  labor  have  been  cheerfully 
bestowed  upon  this  great  work,  almost  without  the 
notice  of  the  community  at  large. 

The  controllers  would  again  most  respectfully  bring 
this  noble  undertaking  before  their  fellow  citizens,  and 
cordially  invite  to  it,  not  only  their  general  observance 
of  its  daily  operations,  but  their  most  energetic  support 
and  countenance  of  an  establishment  destined  to  diffuse 
the  light  of  knowledge  and  the  blessings  of  Christian 
education  to  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  the 
jising  generation. 

On  behalf  of  the  Controllers, 

TaOMAS  DUNLAP,  President. 
Attest. 

Wm.  Peibsoi,  Secretary. 


STATEMENT  (NO.  2.) 
Detail  of  Expenditures  for  Mccount  Public  Seheoh. 
Real       School         School 
Estate.   Furniture.  Expenses,   lotal. 
For  amount  Mo- 


del  School.      3,342  31 

93  35 

2,180  55 

5,618  21 

^or  1  section.     4,163  46 

548  78 

9,745  95 

14,458  19 

••     2     "                410  83 

108  15 

3,317  16 

3,836  U 

"    3     " 

16  30 

2,905  58 

2,921  88 

'■     4     <• 

4,100  53 

4,100  58 

"     5      •' 

1,576  55 

1,576  55 

"     6     " 

3,169  38 

3,169  38 

"     7     " 

2.540  84 

2,540  84 

"    8     " 

522  69 

522  69 

■<     9     "             2,929  18 

239  58 

3,388  01 

6,556  77 

"  10     ••                382  67 

70  83 

5,492  61 

5,946  11 

For  General  Ex- 

penses, books. 

paper  and  sta- 

tionary,   print- 

ing,    advertis- 

ing, maps,  pre- 

mium,  for  In- 

fant     Schools, 

Coal,     County 

auditors,  inter- 

ests and  other 

Incidental  Ex- 

penses, 

4,535  11 

4,535  n 

Chamber  of  the  Controllers,    7 
February  27th,  1835.    S 

To  the  Honorable  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Fleas 
The  Auditors  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  respect-  \ 
fully  report,  1 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  accounts  and 
compared  them  with  the  Vouchers  produced  in  sup- 1 
port  thereof,  of  the  Controllers  of  Public  Schools— and  ' 
submit  the  following  statement,  as  the  result  of  said  in-  i 
vestigation; —  | 

STATEMENT  (NO.  1.)  j 

School  Fund  General  Statement.  I 


11,228  45   1,078  99  43,475  01  55,782  45 
STATEMENT  (NO.  3.) 
List  of  Outstanding  Warrants   at  date  nnt  presented  for 


payment,  be 

ing  on  account 

of  Loans. 

(Warrant)  No.    175 

8,500 

177 

4,500 

179 

8  000 

190 

5,000—826,000. 

JESSE Y 

CASTOR, 

1    Auditors  of  the 

JOS.  MOORE, 

}■        County  of 

WM.  VOGDES, 

3      Philadelphia. 

March  6th,  1835. 

Receipts  for  1834, 
To  balance  in    the  hands   of  the 
County  Treasurer,  January  1st, 
1834, 
Amount  received    by     the  Trea- 
surer for  Auditing  School  Fund 
for  1834, 
For  20  per  ct.  on  1,013  85  for  1832 
"30         ■■       "' "" 


,955  31 


94,784      for  1833  S 


202  77 
!,435  20 


25 


95,33072  for  1834  23,847 


IMPROVEMENT. 

HosTiHeros,  Feb.  21,  1825. 
Mr.  Chandler, — In  locking  over  the  United  States 
Gazette  of  the  18lh  inst,  1  observed  a  communication 
headed  "  Western  Enterprise,"  in  which  the  writer, 
over  the  signature  of  "  Vigilant,"  states,  (deriving  his 
information  from  the  Pittsburg  Statesman,)  "  that  some 
enterprising  gentlemen  of  Pittsburg,  are  about  starting 
a  new  daily  lineof  elegant  Canal  Packets  and  Rail  Koad 
Cars,  to  run  from  this  city  to  Pittsburg  in  three  days 
and  a  half"  It  is  true,  that  such  a  hne  of  Packets  and 
Rail  road  Cars  as  "  Vigilant"  speaks  of,  will  be  started 
■  52,485  65    with  the  opening  of  the  navigation,  to  run  between  the 

,  eastern  and  western  emporiums  of  this  state  in  the  time  - 

$54,440  96    stated;  but  it  is  a  mistake  that  this  hne  has  been  estab- 

hshed  by  the  "  enterprising  gentlemen  of  Pittsbarg." 

Amount  of  Orders  drawn   on  the  i  It  is  a   singular  fact,    notwithstanding  the  paramount 

Treasurer  for  Account  Schools.  I  interest  the  cities   of  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg  have, 

In  the  year  1834  as  per  Statement  \  in  the  establishment  of  such  a  medium  of  communica- 

No.  2.)  43,475  01  \  tion,  as  the  one  noticed  by  "  Vigilant,"  not  one  dollar 

Amount  for  Account  School  Fur-  j  of  the  stock,  (so  far  as  the  writer  of  this  article  knows) 

niture  (No.  2.)  1,078  99  1  is  owned  by  any  person  resident  in  either  of  tlie  before 

Amount  for  Real  Estate  (No.  2.)    11,228  45  |  named  cities.     This  fact  is  not  mentioned  in  a  spirit  of 

55,782  45    censure,  for  I   believe  no  opportunity  was  afforded   to 

I  the  citizens  of  those  public  spirited  places,  to  take  part 

Balance  in  the  hands  ol  the  Trea-  in  this  enterprise;  but  it  is  stated  with  a  view  to  correct 

surer   on  the  Ist   of   January,  ]  the  error  into  which  "  Vigilant"  has  fallen.    The  slock- 

1835,  $7,256  55  I  holders  are  residents  of  Harrisburg,  Lewistown,   Hun- 

'  I  tingdon,  Springfield,  Furnace,  and  HoUidaysburg  — 


1835.] 
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But  it  is  believed  tlie  "gentlemen  of  Pittsburg"  and 
Philadelphia  will  make  up  ior  the  want  of  a  primary 
interest  m  this  undertaking,  of  great  moment  to  them, 
by  patronizing  the  '  Line,"  and  exerting  all  proper 
influence  to  sustain  it."  It  is  called  "  tlie  Pioneer 
Line,"  and  the  Company  wliich  owns  it,  is  known  by 
the  name  of  "the  Columbia  and  Pittsburg  Packet 
Boat  Company."  The  proprietors  have  spared  no  ex- 
pense to  establish  a  line  which  will  do  credit  to  the 
slate,  and  convey  passengers  from  the  east  to  the  west, 
and  "  e  converso,"  with  more  comfort  to  the  traveller, 
than  can  be  afforded  by  any  other  meansof  conveyance, 
and  with  as  much  speed.  The  boats  are  fitted  up  in  a 
style  equal  to  any  of  the  New  York  boats,  and  eacli  will 
be  drawn  by  three  first  rate  horses.  The  boarding  and 
accommodations  will  be  the  best  the  country  can 
afford.  The  Rail  wajs  from  Philadelphia  to  Columbia 
and  Hollidaysburg,  (across  the  Allegheny  mountain)  to 
Johnstown,  will  respectively  be  passed  over  by  day- 
light;  affording  to  the  eje  of  the  traveller  a  view  of  as 
fine  a  country  between  Pliiladelphia  and  Columbia,  as 
ever  the  sun  shone  upon,  and  of  as  romantic  and  pic- 
turesque scenery,  passing  over  the  Allegheny  Moun- 
tain, as  the  greatest  admirer  of  nature's  sublimity  couUl 
desire.  A  view  alone  of  the  great  "  Horse  Shoe  Bend" 
of  the  Conemaugh  river,  and  of  the  "  Great  Viaduct" 
crossing  it,  is  worth  the  ride  from  Philadelphia  to  that 
point.  The  Viaduct  streiches  across  the  river  with  but 
one  span,  constructed  of  cut  stone,  eighty  feet  in 
height.  Before  approaching  it  from  the  east,  you  pass 
along  the  margin  of  the  river  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, when  the  stream  strikts  an  angle  of  a  rocky, 
bluff  peninsula,  and  passing  off  to  the  left,  leaving  the 
base  of  the  craggy  cliff,  apparently  bids  you  a  final 
adieu;  but  here  the  rail  road  culs  through  the  isthmus, 
and  following  its  track  about  twenty  perches,  your 
astonished  eyes  behold  the  river  again  right  in  front, 
eighty  feet  below  the  point  of  observation,  and  imme- 
diately you  find  yourself  on  the  viaduct,  which  unites 
two  mountains,  on  opposite  sides  of  the  river,  (by  a 
work  of  art,  as  durable  as  the  mountains  themselves, 
and  not  surpassed  in  beauty  by  any  thing  of  the  kind,) 
the  stream  flowing  so  far  below  you,  that  for  a  moment 
you  feel  as  if  Alladin's  Lamp  had  been  performing  its 
offices  in  your  presence. 

The  river  traverses  about  three  and  a  half  miles  of 
distance  from  the  time  it  leaves  you  on  the  one  side  of 
the  neck  of  land,  until  it  meets  you  again  almost  instant- 
ly on  the  other.  By  tunnelling  the  isthmus,  at  a  point 
•a  little  below  the  viaduct  immense  water  power  could 
be  obtained.  The  tunnel  would  only  be  about  twenty 
perches  long.  Following  the  rail  road,  about  four  miles 
further  west,  you  pass  through  a  tunnel  900  feet  in 
length.  In  short,  the  proprietors  of  the  "Pioneer 
Line"  may  with  sifety  promise,  that  every  variety  of 
landscape,  from  the  smiling  field  of  the  valley  to  the 
frowning  steep  of  the  mountain — and  the  proudest 
monuments  of  art  which  the  world  can  boast,  shall 
gratify  the  taste  ol  those  who  may  sojourn  for  "  three 
days  and  a  half"  in  their  Packets  and  Cars  from  Phila- 
delphia to  Pittsburg. 

Philadelphia  is  greatly  interested  in  the  success  of 
the  enterprising  efforts  of  the  gentlemen  of  Dauphin, 
Mifflin  and  Huntingdon  counties,  who  have  afforded  so 
desirable  a  means  of  conveyance  from  the  east  to  the 
west.  The  hope  is  cherished  by  these  gentlemen,  that 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  travelling  wliich  hereto- 
fore has  passed  from  the  Eastern  States  up  through  the 
Slate  of  New  York,  and  through  the  Lakes  to  the  west- 
ern country,  may  be  diverted  through  Philadelphia, 
and  by  the  Pennsylvania  Rail  Roads  and  Canals  to 
Pittsburg.  The  distance  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
western  country  will  be  much  shorter,  and  the  mode  of 
conveyance  will  now  be  equally  as  comfortable  as  any 
through  the  territory  of  our  rival  sister.  It  is  hoped, 
therefore,  that  Philadelphians  will  see  their  interest  in 
patronizing  the  Pioneer  Line,  and  circulating  as  widely 


as  possible,  a  knowledge  ol  the  facilities  it  affoids.— 
These  Packets  will  carry  no  freight,  so  that  travellers 
will  not  be  incommoded  for  want  of  space  for  "  locomo- 
tion," n<ir  will  they  have  their  patience  tired  by  slow- 
ness of  progression.  The  motto  of  the  Company  is 
"  Go  ahead  " 

JUSTITIA. 


From  the  U.  S.  Gaicttc. 
SALES  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 

March  26  and  27,  1835. 
(By  C.J.  Wolbert.) 
The   brick  house,  bake  h'use,  and  lot  No. 
373  south  Front  st.  19  feet  by  9,  subject 
to  g57  ground  rent. 
The   frame  house  and  lot  No-  36  Plumb  St. 

19  feet  7  inches  by  90. 

The  frame  house  and  lot,  N.  W.  corner  of 
Plumb  and  George  sts.  19  feet  8  inches 
by  45  clear. 

The  frame  houses  and  lot  Nos.  82  and  84 
George  st.  45  feet  on  George  st.  by  19 
feet  8  inches,  clear 

The  lot  and  buildings  on  the  north  side 
of  Market  st.  wharf,  29  feet  7  inches  by 
157, 

The  Mansion  House  and  IJ  acres  of  groud 
of  Benj.  Sharpe,  Esq.  dec'd.  at  German- 
town, 

The  Mansion  House,  other  buildings  and  3 
acres  of  ground  at  Burlington,  N.  J. 

The  triangular  lot  on  Ele>entli  st.  between 
Spring  Garden  and  Green  sts.  208  feet  7i 
inches  on  Eleventh  st.  by  82  feet  5i 
inches  on  its  south  line. 

The  messuage  and  lot  N.  E.  corner  of  Se- 
cond and  Coates  st.  18  feet  on  Second  st. 
by  72  feet  6  inches  on  Coates  st.  28  feet 
on  the  east  line  by  73  feet  3  inches  on  the 
north  line, 

The  brick  messuage,  back  buildings  and 
lot,  N.  E.  cornerof  Chestnut  and  Schuvl- 
kiU  Seventh  st.  18  feet  on  Chestnut  'st. 
by  103,  subject  to  §126  ground  rent. 

The   frame  house  and  lot.  No.  10  Budd  st. 

20  feet  by    55    subject  to  a  ground  rent 
ofglO. 

The  frame  house  and  lot  No.  18  Budd  st.  22 

by  100. 
The  brick  house,  frame  house  and  lot,  No. 

20  Budd  St.  22  feet  by  100. 


gl,125  00 
875  00 

900  60 

1,000  00 

60,000  00 

3,600  00 
8,750  00 


4,000  00 

625  00 

1,100  00 

1,275  00 


DISTRICT  COURT  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

An  Act  to  establish  the  District  Court,  for  the  City 
and  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Peimsylvania, 
in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  from  and  after  the  30th 
day  of  March,  1835,  there  shall  be  a  court  of  record 
established  in  and  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  Di»trict  Court  of 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,"  which  shall  con- 
sist of  three  judges  learned  in  the  law,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  president,  who  shall  have  and  exercise  the 
same  authority,  power  and  jurisdiction,  and  be  subject 
to  the  same  duties  and  governed  by  the  same  provi- 
sions, as  are  enacted  by  the  act,  entitled,  "an  act  to 
provide  for  the  erection  of  an  additional  court  within 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  passed  the  30th 
day  of  March,  1811,  and  the   supplement  to  the  said 
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act,  passed  tlie  3d  day  of  Marcli,  1812,  and  so  much  of 
the  said  two  lasl  mentioned  acts,  as  are  not  inconsistent 
witli  this  act,  are  hereby  revived  and  continued  in 
force,  from  and  alter  the  s-aid  30th  day  of  March,  1835; 
Provided,  That  the  first  Monday  in  each  and  every 
munth,  shall  be  a  day  for  the  return  <,f  writs  of  sum- 
mons, (except  summons  in  parlivion,)  of  writs  of  copias 
ad  respondendnum,  scire  facias,  ol  repltvin,  of  attach- 
ment of  vessels  under  the  act  of  17th  March,  1784, 
writs  of  inquiry  of  damages.and  executions  issued  from 
said  court,  and  such  writs  shall  he  directed  to  be  re- 
turned to  eitlierof  the  said  monthly  return  days,  which 
may  happen  before  the  next  term,  or  to  the  first  return 
day  of  the  next  term  at  the  opt  on  of  the  party  taking 
out  the  same,  and  in  all  suits  instituted  in  said  court, 
where  returns  are  directed  to  be  made  to  a  monthly 
return  day,  the  party  may,  after  such  returns  of  writs  of 
summons,  and  capias,  scire  facias,  replevin,  attachment, 
and  inquiry,  file  declarations  and  other  pleadings,  put 
causes  to  issue  and  have  them  tried,  and  do  all  other 
matters  and  things  in  the  prosecution  of  suits  that  might 
be  cione  if  the  said  writs  were  returned  on  the  first  re- 
turn day  of  any  terra  of  said  court;'  And  provided  also. 
That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  court,  to  make 
such  rules  and  regulations  respecting  proceedings 
against  bail  as  will  prevent  bail  from  being  fixed  in  any 
case  sooner  than  if  the  above  proviso.relative  to  return 
days,  had  not  been  enacted;  And  provided  also.  That 
the  stay  of  execution  allowed  by  the  7lh  section  of  the 
act,  entitled,  "an  act  to  regulate  arbitrations  and  pro- 
ceedings in  courts  of  justice,"  passed  the  21st  day  of 
March,  1806,  shall  coijnt  from  the  return  day  to  which 
the  original  process  issued,  was  returnable. 

Sect.  2.  In  all  actions  instituted  in  the  said  court,  on 
bills,  notes,  bonds,  or  other  instruments  of  writing,  for 
the  payment  of  money,  and  for  the  recovery  ot  book 
debts,  in  all  actions  of  .■■c/rc/ucirts  on  judgments,  and 
on  liens  of  mechanics  and  material  men,  under  the  act 
of  17th  M»rch,  ]80fi.  and  the  various  supplements 
thereto,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  plaintiff,  on  or  at  any 
time  after  the  third  Saturday  succeeding  the  several 
return  days  hereinbefore  designated,  on  motion  to  enter 
a  judgment  by  default,  notwithstanding  'nn  appearance 
by  attorney,  unless  the  defendant  shall  previously  have 
filed  an  affidavit  of  defence,  stating  therein  the  nature 
and  character  of  the  same;  Provided,  that  in  all  such 
cases,  no  judgment  shall  be  entered  by  virtue  of  this 
section,  unless  the  said  plaintiff  shall, within  two  weeks 
after  the  return  of  the  oritjinal  process,  file  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  prothonolary  of  the  court  hereby  erected,  a 
copy  of  the  instrument  of  writing,  book  entries,  re- 
cord, or  claim  on  which  the  action  has  been  brought. 

Sect.  5.  So  much  of  the  act  of  20th  March,1810,  en- 
tled  an  act  regulating  arbitrations,  as  provides  for  the 
compulsory  reference  of  civil  suits  or  actions  and  regu- 
lates the  proceeding  thereon,  be  repealed,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  the  crurt  hereby  creattd,  and  actions  to  be 
brought  thersin,  provided  that  nothing  herein  contain- 
ed shall  be  construed  to  affect  the  application  of  the 
said  act  to  the  other  courts  of  this  commonwealth. 

Sect.  4.  From  and  after  tlie  3Uth  day  of  March,  1835, 
all  actions,  matters  and  things  depending  in  the  pre- 
sent District  court  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  all  process  issued  from  and  returnable  there- 
to, shall  be  transferred  to  and  proceeded  in  by  the 
court  established  by  this  act,  and  shall  have  the  same 
effect  in  law  as  if  there  h.ad  been  no  limitation  to  the 
present  court,  and  the  governor  shall,  on  or  before  the 
30th  day  of  March,  1835,appoint  and  commission  three 
persons'  learned  in  the  law,  to  he  judges  of  the  court 
establ  shed  by  this  act,  and  it  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  said 
judges  to  meet  on  the  30th  day  of  March,  1835,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  pr;,sible  and  proceed  in  the  business  of 
the  couit,  and  the  judges  of  the  present  District  court 
for  the  city  and  county  of  Hhiladtlphia,  are  hereby  en- 
joined and  rcquiied  to  order  the  arrangement  of  busi- 
ness for  the  March  term,  and  direct  venires  to  issue  for 


ng  the  requisite  number  of  pannels  of  jurors  to 
attend  at  said  term  of  the  court  established  by  this  act, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  2d  section  of  the  act 
entitled  "  a  supplement  to  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
erection  of  an  additional  court  within  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia,"  passed  the  3d  day  of  March, 
1812. 

Sect.  5.  Any  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  hereby- 
established  shall  have  power  to  try  all  civil  pleas  and 
actions,  real,  personal  and  mixed,  and  to  grant  mo- 
tions;— and  for  these  purposes  shall  have  and  exercise 
the  same  powers,  authority  and  jurisdiction,  as  are 
hereby  vested  in  the  said  court,and  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  at  least  two  of  the  said  judges  to  sit  separately  at  the 
same  time,  for  the  trial  of  causes,  and  the  protlionota- 
ry  of  the  said  court  shall  appoint  competent  clerks  to 
attend  at  said  trials,  when  not  present  in  person,  and 
whenever  it  shall  so  happen  that  all  of  the  said  judges 
are  not  sitting  at  the  same  time,  either  separately  or  to- 
gether, questions  of  bail  and  other  matters  requiring 
early  attention,  (to  the  decision  of  which  a  single  judge 
is  by  the  foregoing  provisions  or  ordinary  practice  com- 
petent) sliall  not  be  pern.itted  to  interfere  with  jury 
trials,  but  shall  be  heard  and  disposed  of  by  such  one 
or  more  of  the  said  judges  as  may  not  be  then  sitting 
for  the  trial  of  causes  as  aforesaid,that  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  any  one  of  the  said  judges  when  he  thinks  expedient, 
to  reserve  questions  of  law  which  may  arite  on  the  trial 
of  a  cause  for  the  consideration  and  judgment  of  all 
the  judges  of  said  court  sitting  together.  Provided, 
That  either  party  shall  have  the  right  to  a  bill  of  excep- 
tions to  the  opinion  of  the  court,  as  if  the  point  had 
been  ruled  and  decided  on  the  trial  of  the  cause. 

Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  court,  to 
cause  writs  of  venire  facias  to  issue  for  summoning  the 
requisite  number  of  jurors,  to  be  drawn  in  the  manner 
now  prescribed  by  law,  to  attend  before  each  of  the 
said  judges,  for  trial  of  said  causes,  and  each  of  the  said 
judges  shall  have  power  to  fine  the  said  jurors  for  non- 
atlendance,and  while  sitting  for  the  trial  of  causes,shall 
have  the  same  power  and  authority  that  is  novv-  possess- 
ed by  the  District  court  for  the  city  and  county  of  Phil- 
adelphia, and  th^  seal  heretofore  used  by  the  District 
court  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  shall  be 
the  seal  of  the  court  established  by  this  act. 

Sect.  7.  There  shall  be  a  prolhonotary  appointed  by 
the  governor,  for  the  said  court,  who  shall  perform  all 
the  duties  of  a  prothonotary,  and  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  like  fees  as  other  prothonotaries  are  entitled 
by  law  to  receive  for  similar  services,  and  be  subject  to 
the  alike  account  to  the  commonwealth,  and  give  the 
like  security  as  the  prothonotary  of  the  Court  of  Conv 
mon  Pleas  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  is  required 
by  law  to  give  for  the  due  performance  of  the  dutPesof 
his  office,  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  pro- 
thonotary, under  the  sanction  ol  the  court,  to  appoint 
one  or  more  discreet  persons  as  commissioners  of  bail, 
who  are  hereby  empowered  to  take  and  receive  recog- 
nizances of  bail  in  any  suit  or  action  in  the  said  court, 
and  to  administer  oaths  and  affirmations,  in  case  of  the 
absence  or  sickness  of  the  prothonotary,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  the  prothonotary  was  present. 

Sect.  8.  The  motion  for  new  trials,  and  in  arrest  of 
judgment  and  questions  on  reserved  points  which  may 
be  m  de  and  sustained  before  anyone  of  the  judges  of 
the  said  District  court,  shall  be  reserved  by  the  said 
judges,  and  heard  and  decided  by  the  three  judges  of 
the  said  court  or  any  two  of  them  sitting  together  for 
that  purpose. 

Sect.  9.  Kach  of  the  judges  of  the  court  hereby  esta- 
blished shall  have  power  to  take  and  receive  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  proof  of  all  deeds,  conveyances,mort- 
gages,  or  other  instruments  of  writing,  touching  or  con 
cerning  any  lands,  tenements,  or  heriditaments,  situate, 
lying  and  being  in  any  part  of  this  state,  and  also  pow- 
er to  take  and  receive  the  separate  examination  of  any 
feme  covert,  touching  or  concerning  her  right  of  dow- 


1835.] 


COUNCIL  DOCUMENTS— CITY  CLOCKS    AND  OHSERVATOUY. 


223 


er  or  the  conveyance  of  her  estates,  as  fully  to  all  in-  |  ful  astronomical  observations,  your  committee  are  in. 
tents  and  purposes  whatsoever,  as  any  president  of  any  1  duced  to  the  conclusion,  that  an  Observatory  would  be 


Court  of  Common  Pleas  within  this  commonwealth  may 
or  an  do- 

Sect.  10.  The  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Phil- 
adelphia shall  provide  proper  and  suitable  apartments, 
in  which  the  trials  and  business  in  the  s.iid  District 
court  shall  be  had  and  conducted  as  provided  by  this 
act 

Sect.  11.  The  tenth  and  eleventh  sections  of  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  District  court  for 
the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," passed  on  the  26t!i  day  of  .Vlarch,  1832,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  continued  in  full  force. 

Sect.  12.  The  juiljes  of  the  court  established  by  this 
act  shall  receive  a  yearly  compensation  of  §2000,  to 
commence  from  the  oOthof  March,  1835,p.iyable  quar- 
terly, out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated. 

Sect.  13.  This  act  shall  continue  in  force  for  the 
term  of  10  years  from  the  30th  day  of  March,  1835, 
and  no  longer. 

Sect.  14.  All  process  issued  on  or  before  the  30th 
day  of  March,  1835,  from  the  present  District  Court, 
for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  made  re- 
turnable after  the  30th  day  of  .March,  1835,  shall  iiave 
the  same  effect  in  law^  as  if  there  had  been  no  limita- 
tion to  the  present  court. 

Jppoinlments  by  the  Governor. 
The  Governor  has  made  the  following' appointments: 


-Hon.  Edward  King;  Pi 


Judge  of  the  Court  of 


■endered  more  valuable,  by  uniting  with  the  Society, 
n  the  appropriation  of  their  Funds,  with  ihose'of  the 
city,  to  this  object, — The  committee  would  recommend 
that  the  location  in  Washiiij^ton  Square,  would  be  ap. 
propriately  changed  to  liUlenhouse  Square,  as  being 
further  removed  from  the  bustle  and  noise  of  the  cen- 
tre of  the  city;  and  possessing  the  attractive  connection 
between  the  name  of  that  Square,  and  of  the  .^mer- 
icun  Astronomer. 

It  could  not  be  expected  that  any  appropriation  the 
city  would  probably  sanction,  even  united  with  the 
funds  of  the  Society,  is  to  compete  with  the  principal 
European  Observatnries;  but,  we  have  in  this  country, 
a  long  arrear  to  bring  up  before  we  can  reach  the  time, 
in  which  such  institutions  are  ranged— an  establish- 
ment admitting  of  extension,  would  doubtless  be  ex- 
tended in  years  to  come,  by  donations  and  legacies;  it 
would  excite  the  pride  of  our  citizens  to  add  to 
its  facilities;  it  would  stimulate  our  sister  cities  to  exer- 
tion, and  perhaps  the  General  Government;  it  would 
serve  to  countenance  and  promote  a  useful  and  improv- 
ing branch  of  science;  and  to  raise  higher.-lhe  already 
acquired  reputation  of  our  city,  as  the  seat  of  science 
— as  far  as  the  mechanic  .arts  are  concerned,  it  would 
establish  new  branches  among  us,  and  thus  furnish  new 
outlets  for  skill,  and  a  new  influx  for  money. 

Your  Committee  therefore  request  leave  to  submit 
the  draft  of  "An  Ordinance  providing  for  Public 
Clocks,  and  a  City  Observatory;''  and  to  offer  the 
following 

Uesolution,  That  the  committee  on  Public  Clocks, 
Sec— have  permission  to  withdiaw  the  draft  of  "a  fur- 


Common  Pleas,  to  be   President  Judge   of  the  District  1  t'j"  Orditi.ance   providing   for   the  regulation  of  time 


Court;  Thomas  M.  Petit,  E^q.  is  re-appointed  as  one  of 
the  Judges,  and  George  M-  Stroud,  Esq.  is  appointed 
as  the  thiid  Judge  of  the  District  Court. 

There  is  consequently   a  vacancy   on   the  bench  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. —  U.  S.  Gaz. 


COUNCIL  DOCUMENTS. 
The  following  report,  from  the  Special  Committee 
on  Public  Clocks,    was  made  at  the  last  meeting  of 
Councils. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  Public  Clocks,  &c., 
request  leave  to  submit  a  Second  Report, — 

Which  has  been  caused  by  a  reference  to  this  Com- 
mittee, at  the  last  meeting,  of  a  communication  from 
the  "American  Philosophical  Society  for  the  promo- 
tion of  useful  Knowledge,"  accompanied  by  a  recom- 
mendation from  five  of  the  Watch  makers,  who  com- 
pose the  "  observatory  committee,"  that  the  subject  of 
"a  City  Observatory,"  should  be  placed  under  the  care 
of  said  Society,  as  the  best  means  of  attaining  this 
important  promotive  of  Science —  Phese  communica- 
tions have  placed  the  subjects  referred  to  your  commit- 
tee, in  a  new  light.  It  appears,  that  in  the  winter  of 
1832—33,    the   Society   had   under    consideration  the 


project  of  an   As 


lical  Observatory,  but  i 


vith  the  action  had  by  Councils,  upon  the 
plan  of  the  Watch  makers,  it  was  laid  aside.  Finding 
that  nothing  was  done,  towards  the  completion  of  the 
plan  referred  to  the  "Observatory  Committee,"  the 
subject  was  again  resumed,  and  whilst  under  consider- 
ation, the  first  report  of  the  present  committee  was 
made  to  Councils;  and  with  a  view  to  render  the  Ob- 
servatory more  adapted  to  the  object  of  regulating 
Public  Clocks,  in  which  every  citizen  has  a  direct  in- 
terest, as  well  as  the  nicer  operations  required  for  rat- 
ing Chronometers,  so  important  to  our  Merchants  and 
Navigators,  which  must  be  attained  by  the  aid  of  carc- 


keepe 

RICHARD  PRICE,  Chairman, 
DENNIS   McCliEDY, 
ISAAC   KOACH, 
HENRY  J.   WILLIAMS, 
PETER  WUIGHT, 
JOIIN  RODMAN  PAUL. 

Jn  Ordinance  providing  for  public  Clocks  and  a  City 
1  Observatory. 

I  Sec.  1.  Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  Citizens  of 
Philadelphia  in  Selectand  Common  Council  assembled, 
1  That  the  "committee  on  pubic  squares,"  in  conjunc- 
1  tion  with  a  committee  of  the  "  American  Philosophical 
I  Society  for  the  promotion  of  useful  knowledge,"  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  erect  on  Rittenhutise 
square  "a  City  Observatory,"  and  to  procure  the 
I  clock,  transit  and  other  instruments,  so  that  the  said 
Observatory  may  be  fully  coinplete  in  obtaining  a  stand- 
;  ard  city  time,  and  astronomical  observations.  Provided, 
I  that  oidy  one  half  the  expenses  attending  the  same 
j  sliall  be  paid  from  the  City  Treasury,  and  that  the 
!  remaining  moiety  be  paid  by  the  said  society. 
j  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  "  American  Philosophical  Society 
I  for  the  promotion  of  useful  knowledge,"  is  hereby  au- 
I  thorized  to  appoint,  subject  to  the  approval  of  Coun- 
cils, •'  a  City  Astronomer,"  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
have  charge'  of  the  City  Observatory;  and  who  shall, 
at  least  three  times  a  week,  when  practicable,  make 
such  observations  as  will  enable  him  to  determine  the 
true  time,  and  transfer  the  same  correctly  to  an  astrono. 
mical  clock,  to  be  provided  and  located  by  the  Ameri- 
can Philosophical  Society,  in  a  central  situation,  as  near 
as  convenient  to  the  City  Hall,  so  that  watch  makers 
may  be  enabled  to  regulate  their  time  keepers; 
and  his  salary  shall  be  ^iW  per  annum,  payable 
quarterly. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  Philip  Garret,  Isaiati 
Lukens,  Ellis  Clark,  Thomas  Voight,  H.  C .  Riggs,  and 
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David  Weitherly,  watch  makers  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  "  commit- 
tee on  public  clocks,"  and  are  empowered  to  take  the 
direction  of  all  docks  that  Councils  shall  declare 
public;  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  subject  lo  the 
approval  of  Councils,  to  appoint  a  suitable  person 
to  take  C'ar^e  of  and  regulate  all  "the  public 
clocks,"  and  whose  salary  shall  be  ;J200  per  annum, 
payable  quarterly. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  "Committee  on  mar- 
kets," is  hereby  authorized  to  make  suitable  accommo- 
dations for  a  public  clock  and  bell,  at  the  east  end  of  the 
market  house  in  High  street  westof  Bro.id  street;  and 
that  "the  Committee  on  public  clocks,"  is  authorized 
to  procure,  under  the  direction  of  said  "  Committee  on 
mirkets,"  the  said  clock  and  bell;  and  .ilso  a  new  chck, 
to  be  located  in  place  of  the  old  one,  now  at  Second  and 
High  stree's. 

Se3.  5.  And  be  it  further  ordained  ani  enicted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  eludes  in  the  follow- 
ing locations  shall  be  hereafter  "  Public  Clocks,"  viz: 

At  the  State  HoU'C- 

At  the  Market  House,  Pine  and  Second  streets. 

At  St.  Augustine  Church,  whenever  the  same  is 
vested  in  the  City  Corporation,  with  an  agreement  that 
no  rent  shall  be  charged  for  the  use  of  the  cupola,  and 
the  access  thereto. 

At  the  Market  Hou>!e,  High  and  Second  street. 

And  the  one  to  be  placed  at  the  Market  House  in 
High  street  west  of  Broad  street. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  Mayor  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  draw  on  the  City  Treasury  for  the  expens- 
es that  shall  be  incurred  under  the  provisions  of  this 
ordinance;  and  that  the  ordinance  enacted  September 
19,  1833,  entitled  "An  ordinance  providm<  for  the 
•  regulation  of  time  keepers,' "  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed- 


for  serving  notices  to  Physicians  and  Managers,  and  for 
commissions  on  collections,  §16  12;  Printing  Constitu- 
tion and  Annual  reports,  and  fur  their  distribution  $38; 
fur  Medicines,  Bleeding  and  Leeching,  %\5  63,  and 
for  Nursing  440— making  altogether  §109  75,  by 
which  it  appears  that  a  balance  of  SH  23  was  due  the 
Treasurer. 

The  subject  of  the  funds,  being  of  vital  importance 
to  the  prosperity,  even  to  the  further  progress  of  this 
Institution,  as  exhibited  by  the  statement  of  the  Trea- 
surer, naturally  suggests  the  necessity  of  greater  exer- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  managers,  contributors,  and 
friends  of  this  charity,  to  extend  the  list  of  annual  sub- 
scribers, which  appears  to  be  the  readiest  method  we 
can  now  avail  ourselves  of,  to  replenish  the  exhausted 
Treasury.  A  fund  is  always  required  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  medicines,  nursing,  &c.  But  it  is  believed 
that  were  this  Association  in  circumstances  adequate  to 
tl)e  erection  of  a  Lying-in  Hospital,  as  contemplated  in 
the  revised  Constitution,  its  usefulness  might  be  great- 
ly extended,  and  its  rank  among  the  best  charitable 
institutions  of  the  present  times  be  soon  fully  esta- 
blished. 

The  foregoing  Report  brought  in  by  a  Committee, 
was  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ROBERTS  VAUX, 

Vice  President. 
Attest— 

H.  Walton,  M.  D.  Secretary." 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPOHr  OF  THE  PHILADEL- 
PHIA LYING  IN  CHARITY. 

Having  in  our  former  annual  reports,  fully  stated  the 
object  of  this  association,  and  its  importance  in  the  list 
of  Charitable  institutions,  as  well  as  its  title  to  the  be- 
neficence of  a  liberal  and  enlighted  community,  we  do 
not  purpose  to  remark  much  further  at  present  upon 
these  points. 

The  District  Physicians  have  faithfully  attended  to 
their  duties,  in  all  cases  brought  to  their  notice  by  order 
of  the  managers, — and  many  poor  industrious  females 
have  experienced  their  kind  attention,  at  a  time  when 
their  domestic  concerns  would  otherwise  have  been 
sadly  interrupted  by  an  absence  from  home,  or  their 
feelings  of  independence  in  a  great  measure  destroyed 
by  a  recurrence  to  that  relief  which  public  bounty  pro- 
vides, but  from  which  the  delicate  female  heretofore 
accustomed  to  comforts  of  her  own,  revolts  at  the  idea 
of  receiving. 

It  is  not  our  business,  or  in  the  least  degree  our  in 
tention  to  attribute  to  any  particular  cause  the  difficul- 
ties which  have  more  or  less  affected  the  community, 
during  the  past  year,  the  effects  of  which  in  many  in- 
stances fell  heavily  upon  the  laborin^f  classes:  the  relief 
extended  to  some  of  these  by  the  "  Lying  in  Charity," 
has  been  well  limed  and  efficient. 

By  information  obtained  from  our  District  Physicians, 
it  appears  that  they  have  attendsd  on  69  cases  during 
the  past  year. 

By  a  statement  of  Edward  Needles,  the  Treasurer, 
dated  on  the  1st  inst.  it  appears,  that  there  have  been 
received  since  our  last  annual  report,  in  the  eleventh 
month,  1833,  the  sum  of  §29  23— making  together 
with  the  balance  of  §59  29,  then  in  the  Treasury,  an 
aRffregate  of  898  52,  available  funds  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Institution .     There  has  been  expended, 


DEFENCE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Mihtary  Council  of  the  First 
Brigade  First  Division,  P.  M.  held  at  the  Military 
Hall,  on  Thursday,  March  5th,  1835,  the  following 
resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  It  appears  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  has  adjourned,  sine  die,  without  having  made 
any  provision  for  the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware, 
and  particularly,  that  the  appropriation  for  the  repair 
'  ;uid  armament  of  Fort  Mifflin,  has  not  become  a  law, 
by  which  neglect,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  is  left  expos- 
ed to  insult  and  invasion.  Therefore 
1  Resolved,  By  the  Military  Council  of  the  1st  Brigade 
Ist  Div  sion,  P.  M.  in  full  Council  assembled.  That  the 
Brigadier  General  commanding  this  Brigade,  be  and 
he  is  hereby  requested,  to  address  forthwith,  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor  of  this  Commonwealth,  upon  the 
exposed  situation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  case  of 
war  between  France  and  the  United  States, — and  that 
he  would  suggest  to  his  Excellency  the  propriety  of  his 
strongly  recommending  to  the  Legislature  the  necessity 
of  its  making  an  immediate  and  sufficient  appropria- 
tion for  the  complete  repair  and  armament  of  Fort 
Mifflin. 

Kesolved.  That  the  Governor  be  requested  by  the 
Brigadier  General  to  recommend  to  the  Leijislature, 
that  all  fines  hereafter  to  be  collected  in  the  ist  Divi- 
sion, P.  M.  for  non-performance  of  militia  duty,  shall  be 
expended  in  equipping  the  several  volunteer  regiments 
in  the  said  Division. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceeding  be  published  in  the 
daily  papers  of  the  city. 

A.  M.  PREVOST, 
Brigadier  Gen-  and  Pres't.  of  the  Council. 
Jakes  Page,  f ,,-        „      ,, 

Coi.  J.  «   »""   f^'"    Pfests. 
A.  J.  Pleasonton, 
Geo-  Cadwnlader. 
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APPE^TDIX 


TO  DR.   LIEBER'S  LETTER. 

(See  Register,  page  216.) 


Extract  of  the  Warden's  Report,  to  the  Board  of  Inspec- 
tors of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  {in  Pennsylvania, ) 
in  1834.* 

"  In  my  last  annual  report,  I  alluded  to  the  want  of 
common  school  learning,  which  prevailed  so  generally 
among  convicls.     On  a  more  minute  examination  of  this 


II. 


Mount  Pleasant,  Aug.  27,  1834,  , 


Letter  of  Mr.  Wiltse,  Jgent  of  Sing-Sing  State  Prison. 
State   Pbisos,  > 

^fy  Dear  S!r,- 

In  reply  to  your  favor  of  the  22d  inst.,  I  hand  yo« 
enclosed  such  statements  as  1  have  been  able  to  col- 
lect. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fact  in  other  countries,  there 
can  be  but  litlle  doubt  but  education,  and  early  appli- 
cation to  some  kind  of  business,  would  have  a  power- 
ful tendency  to  decrease  crime.  From  my  long  inti- 
macy with  criminals,  I  have  found  that  a  large  majority 


bje5t,I  find  that  of  the  whole  number  received  inio  this  pf  convictions  may  be  traced  to  the  formation  of  bad  ha- 
penitentiarv,  from  the  opening,  viz:  two  hundred  and  ^'^^  <"  '"'''V  ''fi-  f':"""  a  total  neglect  on  the  part  of  their 
nineteen,  that  forty-two  could  neither  read  nor  write;  'parents,  or  guardians,  in  giving  them  educaiion,  and 
fifty-nine  could  read,  but  not  write,  and  one  hundred  confining  their  attention  to  some  regular,  systematic 
and  eighteen  could  read  and  write:  of  the  latter  class,     ""^ 


one  had  been  educated  at  a  university,  one  had  a  good 
English  education,  and  is  a  tolerable  Latin  and  French 
scholar,  one  understands  English,  Dutch  and  Hebrew; 
besides  these,  there  are  no  more  than  seven  who  have 
had  a  good  education,  and  not  more  than  two  others 
who  could  read  and  write  tolerably,  leaving  ninety- 
eight  who  could  read  or  write  indifferently,  many  ofi 
these  as  well  as  most  of  those  who  could  read  only,were 
not  able  to  read  a  sentence  without  spelling  many  of 
the  words.  It  is  not  only  in  their  elementary  educa- 
tion tliat  tliese  have  been  neglected  in  their  youtli,  but  j 
also  in  another  respect,  namely,  their  ignorance  of 
trades  and  occupations  to  qudify  them  for  useful  citi- 
zens. On  an  investigation  of  this  point,  I  find  that  out  ] 
of  the  whole  number  (219)  only  thirty  were  regularly 
bound  and  served  out  their  apprenticeship,  sixteen  re- 
mained during  their  minority  with  their  parents,  thirty-  I 
eight  were  apprenticed,  but  left  their  masters  underva- 
rious  pretences,  most  of  them  ran  away,  and  gave  as  a  ; 
reason,  the  severity  with  which  they  were  treated;  the 
wantof  food,  clothing,  &c. ;  two  of  them  declare  that 
their  masters   first  taught  them  to    steal;   eight 


I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Yours, 

KOB.  WILTSE. 
To  Dh.  F.  Liedek. 

N.  B.— You    will  observe  that  but  50  out  of  842, 
have  received  any  thing  like  an  education. 


R.  W. 


There  are  at  present  842  prisoners. 
170  prisoners  cannot  read  nor  write 
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have  never  been  at  schonl  of  any  kind, 
know  how  to  read,  but  not  to  write, 
know  how  to  read  and  write,  but  a  Urge 
proportion  of  this  number  very  im- 
perfectly, 
received  a  good  common   English  ed- 
ucation. 
8         '        went  through  a  college. 
485  have  been  habitual  drunkards;  about  one-third  of 
the  above   number  actually   committed   their  crimes 
when  intoxicated. 

The  other  queries  about  the  apprenticeships  I  cannot 
_  answer  correctly,  without   going  to  each  man   in   the 

slaves  until  twenty-one   or  twenty-eight  year  of  age,    prison;  at  present,  my  time  will  not  permit  me  to  do  it. 
and  one  hundred  and    twenty-one  were  never  appren-  '  r.   \\r. 

ticed,  but  were  either  hired  by  their  friends  or  them- I  ..„,,„...,.  .    n,        r 

selves,  and  lived  in  this  unsettled  way  during  their  mi-  \  Mditionfrom  page  '^i^.of  A  Constitution  and  Plm  of 
noritv  Education  for  Girard  College  for  Orphans,  Philadel- 

''  ^         ^         I      phia,  1834. 

"  There  are  aitiong  mankind  some  who  have  been  ,      ,.  ^^  .^  .^  ^    ^^^^.^^  ^^  ;^,^^^^^  ,^  tj,^  ^^;^i. 

iberally  educated,  and  caretully  superintended  during    „^y,^^  ^^^^  ^^J,,, ^  ,„  ^„„,^  how  many  convicts  have 

their  youth,  who  nevertheless  become  abandoned,  and    ,^_^  .^^. ^_^j^  „^   ^^  ^^^,^  ,^^   ,  y^^„„^^  m,.  -wiltse. 

we  see  others,  without  these  advantages,  rise  to  the  first 
stations  in  society,  yet  the  disproportion  is  great.  I 
therefore  believe,'  that  had  the  two  hundred  and  nine- 
teen convicts  above  mentioned,  received  a  suitable  cd- 


n,  both  moral  and  physical, and  been  placed  with 
good  masters  until  twenty-one  years  of  age  to  learn 
some  practical  business,  where  they  would  be  taught 
industry,  economy,  and  morality,  instead  of  spending 
their  youth  .as  they  have,  that  few  of  them  would  ever 
have  been  inmates  of  a  prison.  All  philanthropists 
agree,  that  the  best  mode  of  preventing  crime,  is  pro- 
perly to  educate  youth." 


*  By  Samuel  R.  Wood.  Esq. 
Vol.  XV.  29* 


the  agent  of  the  Sing-Sing  Penitentiary,  to  answer  cer- 
t.ain  queries,  which  he  promptly  did,  with  that  kind- 
ness with  which  he  has  always  afforded  me  information 
respecting  the  state  prison  under  his  superintendence. 
There  are  about  800  convicts  in  Sing-Sing.  Some  few 
of  them  were  unable  to  say  when  they  had  lost  their 
parents;  of  whom,  therefore,  many  must  be  supposed 
to  have  lost  them  earlv;  of  the  others, 

48  lost  their  parents  before  they  were  five  years  old. 

f2  '  after  they  were  five  years  old,  and 

before  they  were    14  years  old. 

4X  '  after  they  v/ere  14  years  old,  and 

before  they  were' 18  years  old. 

I    161  lost  their  parents  before  they  bad  arrived  at  their 
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eighteenth  year,  which  malies  one-fifth  of  all  the  prison- 
ers. If  we  add  to  them,  those  who  were  unable  to 
give  an  account  of  themselves,  we  may  say  that  nearly 
one-fourth  of  all  convicts  lost  their  parents  before  they 
were  eighteen  years  old.  Of  ihese.probably  the  greater 
part,  say  three-quarters,  therefore  nearly  one-fifth  of 
the  whole  number.fetl  into  vice  in  consequence  of  their 
forlorn  situation— of  having  become  orphans  at  an  early 
age." 

III. 

Letter  of  Rev.  Mr.    Smilh,  Chaplain  of  Auburn  State 
Prison. 


State  Piiisoir, 
Auburn,  September  12,  1834. 


The  agent  and  keeper  hns  just   received,   through 
Governor  Marcy,  your  communication,  making  certain 


inquiries  respecting  the  former  character  of  the  convicts 
in  this  prison,  as  it  regards  their  education,  habits,&c. ; 
and  as  my  sphere  of  duties  has  led  me  to  be  more  fa- 
miliar than  he  is  with  the  subject,  he  requests  me  to 
furnish  the  answer,  which  I  most  cheerfully  do. 

Some  of  the  questions,  however,  I  cannot  answer  at 
all,  and  few,  if  any,  of  the  others,  in  precisely  the  form 
in  which  they  are  proposed,  without  interrogating,  sepa- 
rately, six  or  seven  hundred  convicts,  which,  with  my 
limited  opportunities  of  intercourse  with  them,  would 
necessarily  delay  this  reply  for  months. 

I  must  therelore  beg  you  to  accept,  as  the  best  re- 
ply which  I  can  at  present  give  to  your  interrogatories, 
the  following  statements,  (taken  from  minutes  which  I 
have  at  hand)  from  which  you  will,  I  hope,  be  able  to 
glean  the  substance  of  the  information  sought,  on  most 
of  the  points  of  inquiry.  The  statements  which  follow, 
relate  to  the  670  convicts  (twenty-eight  of  whom  are 
1  females)  in  prison  on  the  first  ult. 
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Habits— in   respect  to   the   use   of 
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Temperate  Drinkers  . 
Total  Abstinents      . 
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'     670 

Total 

4 

11 

31 

11 

12 

12 

12 

Ii 

_3 

247 

_85_ 

.JL 

Under  the  influence  of  spiritous  liquors  at  the 
the  time  of  committing  their  crimes 

Had  intemperate  parents 

Lost  or  left  parents  before  21  years  of  age 
Do  do  17        do 

Do  do  14         do 

Do  do  10        do 

Had  been  in  Sabbath  School  previous  to  con- 
viction 

Had  been  habitual  daily  readers  of  the  Bible 

Had  committed  the  Decalogue  to  memory 

Had  been  strict  observers  of  the  Sabbath 


Married 

Lost  wives  by  death,  previous  to  conviction 

Left  wives  previous  to  conviction 


Living  with  wives  when  arrested 


Unmarried 

Lost  or  left  wives  previous  to  conviction 


117 

235 
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REMARKS. 


Under  the  liead  "  Education,"  my  fifth  class 
to  your  first — "  Do  know  neither  to  write  norto  read." 
It  embraces  not  those  only  who  did  not  know  the  al- 
phabet, but  all  those  who  could  read  in  the  New  Tes- 
tament, when  they  came  to  prison. 

My  fourth  class  answers,  with  little  variation,  to  your 
second — "  Know  how  to  read,  but  not  to  write." — 
Some  of  them  could  write  very  poorly,  but  few  of  them 
more  than  their  names. 

My  third  class  embr.ices  some  of  your  third,  fourth 
and  fifth — ("Know  to  read  and  write" — "Know  to 
read,  write,  and  cast  accounts" — "  Received  a  good 
common  English  education" — but  consists  chiefly  of 
your  fourth.  There  are  a  few  in  it  who  can  be  said  to 
have  "  received  a  !;nod  common  English  education." 

The  other  classes  are  sufficiently  explained  by  the 
terms  used. 

Regretting,  extremely,  that  I  am  unable  to  answer 
inquiries  more  definitely, 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Most  respectfully  yonrs, 

B.  C.   SMITH, 
Chaplain  of  Auburn  Slate  Prison. 

Da.  FiiAXcrs  Liebeu. 


Letter  of  Mr.    Pihbury,    Warden  of  Connedimt  State 

State  Phisox,  ? 

Wethersfield,  Sept.  23,  1834.  S 
Dear  Sir — 

Yours  of  the  12th  inst.  came   duly  to   hand,  and  is 
cheerfidly  replied  to  .as  soon   as  answers  to  yoqr  ques- 


tions could  be  obtained.  If  the  following 
should  somewhat  more  than  cover  the  ground  embrac- 
ed in  your  inquiries,  I  doubt  not,  that  your  interest  in 
the  subject,  will  cause  you  to  give  them  a  welcome 
reception. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Prison  is  180.  No  convict  here  has  ever  receiv- 
ed either  a  college,  or  classical  educition;  nor  has  any 
one  of  such  education  ever  been  an  inmate  of  tliis  pri- 
son. The  Chaplain,  who,  from  1827  to  1830,  was  ac 
quainted  with  nearly  IQOO  convicts,  in  the  Mount  Plea- 
sant State  Prison,  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  and  with  many 
other  convicts  in  the  prisons  in  Philadelphia,  Baltimore 
and  Auburn,  has  never  known  a  liberally  educated  con- 
vict in  prison. 

The  proportion  of  S  in  100  convicts  when  they  came 
to  prison,  could  read,  write  and  cypher. 
The  proportion  of  46  in  100  of  convicts, could  read  and 

'  32  in  100         '         could  read  only. 

'  22  in  100         '         could      neither 

read  nor  write. 

'  72  in  100         '        never  learnt  any 

trade. 
•  24  in  100         •        began  to  learn,  or 

learned   trades 
which  they  did 
not  f  diow. 
'  4  in  100         '         have  followed  re- 

gular trades. 
The   proportion   of  44  in  100    convicts,   committed 
their  crimes   while   under  excitement,   caused   by  the 
use  of  ardent  spirits. 

There  is  no  convict  here  who,  before  his  conviction, 


could  read    and    write,   and   who  was   of  temperate 
habits,  and  followed  a  regular  trade. 

Of  those  convicts  here,  who  could  read  and  write, 
and  were  temperate,  there  are  2  in   lOU 

Of  those  who  could  read,  write,  and  follow- 
ed a  trade,  there  are  4  in  100 
'         who  are  owners  of  real  estate  6  in  100 
'         who  are  owners  of  real  estate,  and 

were  temperate  2  in  100 

'         who  were  owners  of  real  estate, 

and  unmarried  0 

'         who  have  never  been  married         64  in  100 
'         who  were  married,  and   followed 

a  trade  4  in  100 

'         who    were   married,    followed  a 

trade,  and  were  temperate  0 

•  who  acknowledge    themselves  to 

have  been  habitual  drunkards  75  in  100 

•  not  natives  in  Connecticut  40  in  lUO 
'         deprived  of  llieir  parents,  before 

they  were  10  jears  old  32  in  100 

'         deprived  of  their  parents,  before 

they  were  15  years  old  15  in  100 

'         those  who  are  colored  are  'SS  in  100 

The  maximum  inclination  to  crime,  appears  to  be  at 
the  age  oF25. 

From  1790  to  1834,  there  were  1,113  instances  in 
which  individuals  were  sentenced  to  the  State  prison 
for  the  commission  of  crime.  These  crimes  may  be 
ranged  under  the  three  following  heads  in  these  pro- 
portions, viz: 

Viuknce,  Tliefl,  Fraud, 

190  716  207 

Upon  an  average,  each  criminal  cost  the  State  for 
his  apprehension  and  conviction,  $75,  and  the  average 
term  of  time  that  each  was  sentenced  to  remain  in 
coiifinement,  (abating  45  sentences  for  life)  has  been 
3  years. 

Since  the  prison  has  been  established  in  this  place, 
some  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  the  number  of  convicts 
has  considerably  increased,  and  hence,  the  French 
commissioners,  and  English  gentlemen  m.iy  have  natu- 
rally inferred,  that  there  must  have  been  an  increase 
of  crime  in  equal  proportion.  But  the  truth  of  this 
matter  seems  to  lie  here.  As  soon  as  the  new  prison 
was  built,  the  criminal  code  was  revised,  and  altera- 
tions m.ade  so  as  to  punish  a  larger  number  of  offences, 
with  confinement  in  the  Stale  Prison.  Besides,  because 
the  discipline  of  the  prison  was  thought  to  have  a  strong 
tendency  to  reform  those,  who  came  under  its  influ- 
ence, and  as  such  economy  was  used,  as  to  make  the 
labor  of  the  convicts  more  than  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  whole  establishment,  the  courts  in  the  different 
counties,  were  more  than  ever  inclined  to  sentence  in- 
dividuals to  the  Slate  prison  for  the  same  offences. — 
For  some  time  past  there  has  been  a  very  manifest  de- 
crease in  this  State  in  the  instances  both  of  crime 
and  convictions.  Ever  sincej  last  January,  there 
has  been  a  diminution  of  at  least  20  in  the  number  of 
convicts. 

Viewing    with  high  satisfaction  the    deep  interest 
which  you  evince  in  that  department,  where  my  labors 
have  for  many  years  centred,  j 
I  am  Sir, 

With  sentiments  of  sincere  regard,  yours,  Scol 
A.  PILSBURT, 
Warden  of  Connecticut  State  Prison, 
pr.  G.  Barrett. 


To  Dr.  F.  Lieber,  ) 
Philad.      5 


In  the  Slate  blacks  are  to  the  whites  as  3  to  lOO. 
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OBSERVATIONS  BY  DR.  JULIUS. 

Having  had  the  privilege,  during  my  stay  in  the  city  [ 
of  Philadelphia,  to  assist  at  a  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  Society  for  Alleviating  the  Miseries  of  Public 
Prisons,  where  the  preceding  Letter  of  Dr.  Leiber  on 
the  Relation  between  Education  and  Crime,  was  read, 
I  was  requested  to  state  what  I  thought  to  be  the  result 
of  the  school  system  of  Prussia  in  reference  to  this  ijiter- 
esling  question.  I  shall  refer,  therefore,  as  shortly  as 
possible,  the  few  conclusions  I  have  thought  myself 
competent  to  deduce  from  an  uninterrupted  observa- 
tion of  the  number  of  crimes,  as  well  as  of  the  state  of 
education  in  most  of  the  countries  of  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica, during  ten  years,  without  claiming  for  what  I  have 
to  say  a  greater  authority  than  tlie  observations  of  a 
single  individual,  spending  the  largest  part  of  his  lime 
in  an  inland  continental  capital,  may  entitle  him. 

The  well  known— and,  since  Mr.  Cousin  published 
his  interesting  Report — far-famed  Prussian  system  of 
National  Education,  went  properly  into  practice  in  the 
year  1819,  and  has  three  fundamental  principles  and 
supporting  pillars. 

First,  the  erection  of  seminaries  or  schools  for  teach- 
ers in  the  elementary  schools,  of  which  Prussia,  with  a 
population  equal  to  that  of  the  United  Stales,  has  now 
forty-three,  of  the  Protestant  and  Catholic  denomina- 
tions, furnishing  annually  from  eight  to  nine  hundred 
teachers,  well  informed  and  trained  during  three  years, 
for  their  future  avocation. 

Secondly,  the  legal  obligation  of  parents,  guardians, 
&c.  to  send  children  under  their  care,  if  they  are  not 
instructed  by  qualified  teachers*  at  home,  or  in  authori- 
zed private  schools,  to  the  public  schools,  from  the 
first  day  of  their  seventh  to  the  last  day  of  their  four- 
teenth year. 

Thirdly,  the  foundation  of  the  whole  system  on  a 
religious  and  moral  basis,  so  that  the  first  or  the  two 
first  hours  of  each  day  are  devoted  entirely  to  a  regular 
course  of  religious  instruction,  teaching,  besides  the 
reading  of  the  scriptures,  (for  the  Catholics,  histories 
taken  from  the  Bible,)  all  the  duties  of  man  towards 
his  Creator,  the  constituted  authorities,  and  his  fellow 
creatures,  as  they  are  inculcated  by  the  gospel- 

These  general  regulations  on  education  have  been 
gradually  augmented  and  strengthened  by  the  Prussian 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction,  with  a  particular  care  for 
the  reformation  of  juvenile  offenders.  In  this  way, 
since  the  year  1820,  twenty-eight  institutions  for  juve- 
nile delinquents,  or  neglecteil  children,  none  of  them 
larger  than  for  sixty  boys  or  girls,  have  been  establish- 
ed and  supported  by  voluntary  subscriptions,  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  under  the  especial  protection  of 
the  above-mentioned  minister.  Since  1828,  the  board 
of  the  same  minister  has  collected  from  all  the  tribunals 
and  courts  of  law  in  the  kingdom,  regular  returns  of  all 
the  indictments  brought  before  them,  against  boys  or 
girls,  not  older  than  seventeen  years.  The  numbers 
furnished  by  these  official  returns,  and  the  proportion 
of  this  kind  of  indictments  in  each  year,  to  the  general 
population  of  the  monarchy,  are  the  following: 

1828         1829        1830        1831 


/uv«mle  Indictments. 

Until  11  years  accom- 

plished. 

81 

74 

72 

94 

From  11  to  17  years. 

671 

517 

544 

638 

Whole     number     of 

committed  children 

752 

591 

616 

732 

Uninstructed  children 

80 

54 

60 

56 

•  The  legal  qualification  of  a  teacher  consists  in  his 
having  passed  different  examinations,  the  last  by  the 
Consistory  court  of  the  province  where  he  intends  to 
lettle. 


Children  not  yet  hav- 
ing taken  the  com- 
munion* 469  410  357  431 
Proportion     of     the 

whole  population  1:16924.1:21524  1.21167  1:17460 
The  first  fact  resulting  from  this  tjible  is,  that  under 
the  P  russian  School  system,  a  simultaneous  increase  of 
the  population  of  three  per  cent,  (from  12,700,000  to 
13,000,000)  and  a  decrease  of  indictments  against  chil- 
dren, of  three  per  cent  has  taken  place.  This  cheering 
fact,  connected  with  the  remarkable  circumstance,  that 
the  indictments  against  children  below  eleven  years, 
who  had  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  the  system  only  dur- 
ing four  ye;us,  have  increased,  (from  81  to  94)  when  a 
large  decrease  of  the  indictments  against  children  of 
more  than  eleven  years,  (from  671  to  638)  took  place, 
which  were  able  to  reap  the  full  benefit  of  a  religious 
and  moral  education,  seems  to  prove  undeniably 
that  the  effects  ot  t!ie  system  have  been  good  and  bene- 
ficial. 

Another  remarkable  fact  resulting  from  these 
Prussian  returns,  is,  that  the  smallest  number  of 
juvenile  delinquencies  occurred  in  the  least  instructed 
entirely  agricultural  provinces  of  Pomerania  and  Posen, 
(the  first  protestant,  the  last  Catholic)  and  the  largest 
numbers  in  the  best  instructed  but  also  mo^t  industri- 
ous and  manufacturing  provinces,  those  of  Saxony  and 
the  Rhenish  countries,  whose  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing districts  surpass  even  the  capital  in  this  kind  of 
transgressions. 

Trying  to  elucidate  the  circumstance  just  mentioned, 
I  must  state  that  the  crimes  for  which  the  children  were 
committed  in  those  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  their 
number  was  small,  have  been  generally  of  a  more  he- 
nious  character  (arson,  &c.)  than  in  the  provinces  with 
more  indictments,  but  principally  for  fraud  or  larceny. 
Similar  observations  relating  to  the  whole  number  of 
criminals,  and  to  the  kind  of  crime,  can  be  made  in  the 
Austrian  monarchy,  which  containsvery  heterogeneous 
and  widely  different  masses  of  population. 

The  order  in  which  the  proportion  of  the  number  of 
every  kind  of  indictments  to  the  population,  has  in- 
creased during  the  five  years  of  1824, 1825,  1826,  1827, 
and  1828,  was  in  seven  provinces  of  Austria,  the  fol. 
lowing: — 

Provinces.      Population.       Indictments  to  inhabitants. 
Moravia  and 

Silesia,         German  and  Sclavonian,  1  to  1707 

Austria  Pro- 
per, German,  1  to  1676 
Bohemia,  Sclavonian  and  German,  1  to  1428 
Galicia,  Polish,  1  to  1382 
Interior  Aus- 
tria, German,  Sclavonian  &  Italian,  1  to  609 
Tyrol  and  Vo- 

rarlberg,     German  and  Italian,  1  to    322 

Dalmatia,         Sclavonian,  1  to    133 

The  decreasing  proportion  of  children  visiting  the 
schools,  among  one  thousand  able  to  attend,  was  in 
the  same  provinces  in  the  years  1824,  1825,  and  1828, 
the  following: — 

Provinces.  From  1000  Children  went  to  School. 

Austria  Proper,  948 

Tyrol  and  Vorarlberg,  945 

Moravia  and  Silesia  919 

Bohemia,  906 

Dalmatia,  649 

Interior  Austria,  443 

Galicia  115 


*  In  Germany,  the  first  communion,  called  the  conjir- 
motion,  as  well  among  the  Protestants  as  with  the  Ca- 
tholics, is  held  as  necessary  for  every  adult  person  as 
baptism,  to  allow  him  to  join  in  any  act  celebrated  by 
the  Church,  as  marriage,  taking  the  Lord's  Supper, 
&c. 
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In  comparing  these  two  t;ibles,  I  find  the  increase  of  |  more  remarkable  than  its  inclination  to  undervalue-  all 
crime  withadecreaseofeducationnearlyagreeing'inAus-  moral  education.  The  wonders  which  have  been 
tria  Proper,  in  Moravia.Silesia,  Boliemia,  in  Interior  Aus- J  effected  by  the  mechanical  inventions  of  Watt,  Ark- 
tria,  and  even  in  Dahnatia,  where  the  numbers  are  too  '  wright,  (Fulton,)  &c.  seem  almost  to  have  overturned 
small  to  ^rnish  a  fair  and  accntte  judgment.  But  on  |  the  common  sense  of  the  times,  and  every  power  is 
the  reverse,  the  Tyrolese,  one  of  the  noblest  and  I  stretched  to  its  utmost,  to  render  the  rising  generation 
bravest  races  of  the  world,  sending  nineteen-twentieths  not  a  moral  but  a  mechanical  race.  I'his  is  certainly 
of  their  children  to  school,  give  more  occupation  to  |  exactly  the  reverse  of  what  ought  to  take  place,  inas- 
Austrian  judges,  than  all  the  other  provinces  of  the  j  much  as  the  happiness  of  men  depends  far  more  upon 
empire,   except  Dalmatia— the  commonasylum  of  fugi-  j  the  proper  control  of  their  internal  feelings,  than  their 


tives  from  lawless  Turkey,  and  Galicia,  whose  Polish  j  external  circumstances;  far  more  upon  a  mind  '  void  of 
inhabitants,  shunning,  like  their  brethren  in  Prussia,  \  offence'  than  upon  the  highest  intellectual  acquire- 
popular  instruction,  send  only  the  ninth  part  of  their  '  ments.  Neither  can  there  be  a  greater  mistake  than 
children  to  schoul,  and  furnish  at  the  same  time  i  the  supposition,  that  knowlcge  is  always  in  itself  bene- 
by  far  less  crimin:ils  than  Interior  Austria,  Tyrol  or  ficial.  It  is  indeed  a  tremendous  engine  of  good  or 
Dalmatia,*  evil.      With  him  whose  mind  is  directed  aright,  it  is  an 

In  relating  these  facts,  which  are  probably  much  less  ,  instrument  of  advantage  to  himself  and  to  the  world; 
contradictory  than  we  might  judge  at  first  glance,  I  '  but  with  him  whose  moral  feelings  are  not  decidedly 
cannot  help  saying,  after  having  stated  my  belief,  that  j  virtuous,  it  is  but  an  additional  and  terrible  weapon 
besides  the  influence  of  instruction  there  are  many    of  ill."* 


N.  H.  JULIUS. 


PniLADELPHiA,  20th  January,  1835. 


From  tlie  Pittsburg  Gazette. 
OLEAN  AND  BUFFALO. 


more  elements  which  contiibute  to  the 
crease  of  crime,  (one  of  the  principal  of  which  is  the! 
pursuit  in  life)  that  more  than  any  thing  seems  to  depend  1 
upon  the  manner  ofelemeJitary  instruction,  whether  it  I 
be  a  mere  mechanical  one  in  reading,  writing,  arithme- 
tic, and  some  geographical  and  historical  knowledge,  | 
confining  the  highest  information  to  the  reading  of  the  i 
Scriptures,  and  to  committing  biblical  verses  to  memo- 
ry, or  whether  it  is  one  resting  on  a  religious  and  moral  j  Having  had  some  curiosity  to  know  at  what  time  the 
foundation,  where  all  other  knowledge  imparted  to  the  navigation  of  the  Allegheny  river  from  Glean  to  Pittsburg 
child,  finds  its  test  and  its  confirmation."  I  usually  cominences  in  the  spring,  we  yesterday   called 

This  opinion,  though  it  diminishes  in  value  the  test  '  °"  "■■•  Joseph  Welsh,  who  keeps  the  tavern  at  which 
of  the  information  of  convicts,  which  ought  to  be  com-  T'*"/  persons  from  that  country  stop,  to  get  mforma- 
pared  with  what  we  have  not,  an  accurate  knowledge  "»"  ""  ""'  P"'"*'  '"  ""^P'r  ^°  0">'  question,  he  furn- 
how  many  of  the  present  adult  population  of  anv  o.un-  "'''^'J  "^  the  following  statement,  taken  from  his  books, 
try  in  the  world  have  been  instructed  or  educated  is  not  The  first  arrival  from  Glean  was,  in 
new.     It  has  been  maintained   and  even  promulgated,  '  ,„„,         ..      „..      .„      , 

in  all  parts  of  the  world,    by  candid   and  benevolent  '.  1^.1'  °"  '.l"^  f'^  of  March: 

statesmen  and  philanthropists.  j  18'"3         "     "^l  t  " 

In  this  country,  we  find  Governor  Wulcott  saying  as  ]  1834         *'     20th         " 

early  as  in  1826,   in  his  message   to  the  legislature  ofi 

Massachusetts:  "As  high  mental  attainments  afford  no  ,  We  believe  that  the  harbor  .it  Buffalo  is  not  usually 
adequate  security  against  moral  debasement,  it  appears  open  before  about  the  first  of  May,  or  certainly  not 
to  be  indispensably  necessary  that  we  should  unite  with  earlier  than  the  24th  of  April.  So  that  New  York 
our  neighbors,  and  with  all  virtuous  men  of  the  present  would  have  an  outlet  to  the  Ohio.by  the  way  of  Clean, 
age,  in  maintaining  our  share  in  the  great  conflict  which  at  least  one  month  earlier  than  by  Buffalo.  In  that  time 
is  prosecuting,  of  virtue  against  vice. "f  j  a  steam  boat  could    run   from  Glean   to  St.  Louis,  dis- 

Even  eight  years  earlier,  John  Folk,  the  same  who  ;  charge  and  receive  cargo  there,  and  return  to  Glean, 
founded  in  1813,  the  first  House  of  Reform  for  juvenile  |       The  dates  above  mentioned  are  the  times  when  rafts 
offenders,  said   in   a  petition  to   the  Chambers  of  the    arrived  at    Pittsburg  from  Glean,    so   that  they    must 

Grand  Duchy  of  Weimar:   "Of  what  use  or  advantage    have  left   the  latter   place  five    or  six  days   earlier 

to   the  commonwealth  are  rogues  that  know  how  to    This  statement  of  facts  exhibits  the  importance  of  the 
read,  to  write  or  to  cypher?     Tliey  are  only  the  more    Rochester  and  Glean  canal,  and  the  Erie  rail  road  in  a 
dangerous.     The  acquirements  mechanically  imparted    strong  light, 
to  such  men,  can  serve   only  as  so  many  master  keys 


put  into  their  hands  to  break  into  the  sanctuary  of; 
humanity." 

To  close  these  remarks  by  a  similar  statement  from  , 
Great  Britain,  the  connecting  link  between  the  expe- 
rience of  the  eastern  and  of  the  western  continent,  I 
subjoin  the  following  passage  of  an  eminent  medical 
writer:  , 

"There  is  no  one  characteristic  of  the  present  age 
I 

•  The  great  amount  of  crime  in  Tyrol,  may  be, 
perhaps,  accounted  for,  by  the  character-of  the  Tyro- ; 
lese,  who,  like  most  mountaineers,  prefer,  in  their  , 
spirit  of  independence,  to  revenge  a  wrong,  rather 
than  to  go  to  law,  and  by  the  circumstance  that  a  very 
great  number  of  the  male  population  of  Tyrol  annually 
travel  into  foreign  countries  as  pedlars,  with  goods 
manufactured  at  home — Liebeii. 

t  First  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the 
Improvement  of  Prison  Discipline.  Boston,  Second 
Edition,  p.age  83.  ) 


Since  writing  the  above  p.aragraph,  we  noticed  that 
the  Legislature  of  New  York  have  rejected  the  bill  in 
relation  to  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail  Road. 

The  neglect  to  make  this  road  will  deprive  the  city 
of  New  York  of  some  of  the  advantages  which  she 
might  enjoy  by  the  navigation  of  the  Allegheny  from 
Glean. 

The  New  York  Canal,  not  usually  being  open  before 
the  15th  of  April,  that  is,  about  three  weeks  later  than 
the  average  time  of  the  opening  of  the  Allegheny  river 
from  Glean.  The  Rail  Road,  being  available  earlier, 
would  be  adopted  to  deliver  merchandize  at  Glean,  un- 
til the  Canal  would  be  opened. 

But,  even  throwing  out  of  view  the  Rail  Road,  if  the 
Rochester  and  Glean  Canal  was  completed,  it  would 
be  navigable  three  weeks  earlier  than  the  Lake  at 
Buffalo. 

•  London  Medical  Repository. — New  Series.  Vol. 
iii.  p.  337. 
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CANALS  AND  RAIL  HOAOS  COMPARED.    | 

Several  articles  liiive  heretorore  appeared  in  tlie  pro- 
gress of  tlie  Register,  tending  to  exiiibit  the  compara- 
tive merits  of  the  two  modes  of  improven.ent,  by  canals 
and  roads.  Information  on  this  subject  has  been  deem- 
ed of  importance,  and  we  have  believed  it  one  in  which 
our  citizens  are  deeply  interested.  A  report  has  lately 
been  sent  to  us  from  the  State  of  New  York,  made  by 
the  Canal  Commissioners  to  the  Assembly  of  ihat  State 
on  the  16th  of  March,  1835,  .iccompanied  by  the  opin- 
ions of  '■  three  civil  engineers,  of  experience  in  the 
construction  of  Canals  and  rail  roads,"  wliich  we  now 
commence  to  lay  before  our  readers. 

REPORT 
Of  the  Canal  Commissioners  on  a  resolution  of  the  Assem- 
bly of  the  7Sd  February,  relative  to  the  cost  of  canals 
and  rail  roads. 

The  Canal  Commissioners,  in  obedience  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Assembly,  under  date  of  the  23d  ultimo,  1 
requesting  iheni  to  report  "at  as  early  a  d.ay  as  conve- ) 
niently  may  be,  a  statement  showing  the  average  rela- 
tive cost  per  mile  of  canals  and  rail  roads,  tlie  averagi--  ' 
relative  expense  annually  of  repairs  and  superintend- 
ence, and  the  average  relative  charges  per  ton,  or 
other  given  quantity  for  transportation;  and  also,  | 
whether  in  their  opinion,  any,  and  what  articles  of  pro- 
duce, merchandise,  or  manufacture,  can  or  can  not,  i 
having  a  due  regard  to  the  saving  of  time,  as  well  :is  , 
other  circumstances,  be  more  advantageously  conveyed  i 
on  rail  roads  than  by  canals,  with  the  reasons  for  their  ! 
opinion,  and  such  observations  on  the  general  subject ' 
of  this  resolution,  as  they  mny  deem  appropriate  to 
guide  the  action  of  the  Legislature  in  reference  thereto," 
respectfully  submit  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  subject  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Commi>-sioners,  is  interesting  in  its  character,  and  of 
some  puble  importance.  The  coinparative  cost  of  con- 
structmg  rail  road  and  canals,  the  comparative  cost  of 
transportation,  and  the  comparative  expense  of  super- 
intendence and  repairs,  are  subjects  which  have  occu- 
pied a  large  share  of  public  .-ittention;  and  respecting 
which,  many  speculative  opinions  have  been  advanced. 
At  one  period,  the  public  were  assured  with  some 
degree  of  apparent  confidence,  th.at  rail  roads  would 
supersede  canals;  and  it  will  no  doubt,  he  recollected 
by  many,  that  inquiries  were  made  as  to  the  probabihty 
of  converting  the  Erie  canal  into  a  rail  road. 

Experience  has  gradually  developed  the  relative 
utility  of  canals  and  rail  roads  for  the  transportation  of 
property.  We  think  the  period  is  not  distant,  if  it  has 
not  already  arrived,  when  the  superior  advantages  of  a 
canal  over  a  rail  road,  as  a  means  of  convej  ing  property 
will  be  indisputab  y  demonstrated. 

It  is  believed  that  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  show, 
thilt  the  expense  of  transportation  on  rail  roads,  is  very 
materially  greater  than  on  canals.  In  addition  to  this 
there  are  other  important  considerations  in  favor  of 
canals. 

A  canal  may  be  compared  to  a  common  highway, 
upon  which  every  man  can  be  the  carrier  of  his  own 
property,  and  therefore  creates  the  mostactive  compe- 
tition, which  serves  to  reduce  the  expense  of  transpor- 
tation to  the  lowest  rates.  The  farmer,  the  merchant, 
and  the  manufacturer  can  avail  themselves  of  the  ad- 
vantage ol  carrying  their  property  to  market,  in  a  man- 
ner which  will  best  comport  with  their  interest. 

Much  of  the  property  which  passes  on  the  canals  is 
carried  by  transportation  companies;  but  the  largest 
portion  is  carried  by  individuals  and  small  associations. 


The  individual  who  becomes  the  carrier  of  his  own  pro- 
perty, has  the  advantage  of  paying  nearly  one  half  of 
the  expense  of  transportation,  in  the  regular  course  of 
his  business;  and  the  cash  disbursements  often  do  not 
much  exceed  the  payment  of  tolls.  To  the  farmer, 
the  profits  on  return  freight  in  many  instances  ^ives 
a  full  indemnity  for  the  expense  of  taking  his  citrgo  to 
market. 

On  rail  roads  the  proprietors  must  necessarily  be  the 
carriers;  and  this  is  the  general  practice. 

It  appears  that  in  the  State  of  Pennsylv:uiia  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  permit  ;in  indiscriminate  use  of 
rail  roads.  On  this  subject  the  Canal  Commissioners  of 
that  State,  in  their  last  annual  report,  remark  as  fol- 
lows: "Before  quitting  the  subject  of  rail  ways  the 
Canal  Commissioners  take  occasion  to  remark,  tliat  the 
experienceof  the  past  season  has  convinced  them  that 
these  roads,  either  as  it  regards  revenue,  facilities  to 
trade  or  general  accommo  aiion,  will  not  answer  pub- 
lic expectation,  if  thrown  open  like  public  highways, 
to  be  used  indiscriminately.  Every  person  who  has 
paid  the  least  attention  to  the  transportation  upon  them 
since  they  were  i)[)ened,  must  be  convinced  that  an  un- 
restrained and  indiscriminate  application  of  motive 
power  is  attended  with  danger,  delays  and  interrup- 
tions. Safety,  regularity  and  punctuality  must  first  he 
secured,  before  those  important  links  in  our  great  chain 
of  improvements  can  fully  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  designed,  and  the  board  are  decidedly 
of  opinion  that  this  desideratum  is  only  to  be  obtained 
by  the  Commonwealth  furnishing  all  the  motive  power, 
and  directing  its  application." 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  furnishing  an  accurate 
comparative  statement  of  the  cost  of  construclingcanuls 
and  rail  roads.  The  character  of  the  country  in  which 
a  canal,  or  rail  road  is  situated,  and  the  manner  in 
wliich  they  are  constructed,  have  an  important  influ- 
ence in  determining  their  cost;  and  unless  the  prominent 
circumstances  which  have  a  bearing  on  this  question 
are  understood,  it  would  be  difficult  to  do  more,  than 
furnish  .an  approxim.ate  estim:ite. 
I  To  furnish  a  statement  of  the  actual  cost  of  several 
canals,  and  rail  roads,  with  a  brief  allusion  to  (he  pro- 
minent features  which  have  a  bearing  on  the  question 
of  cost,  is  the  best  evidence  which  can  now  be  furnish- 
ed, in  answer  to  that  branch  of  the  inquiij. 

The  relative  annual  expense  of  superintendence,  ai.d 
'  repairs,  is  not  the  subject  of  estimate  on  any  fixed  data; 
but  must  rest  on  experience.  This  expense  would 
depend  on  circumstances  which  are  hardly  similar  in 
any  two  cases.  The  character  of  the  country,  the  per- 
manency which  is  given  to  the  work  in  its  first  construc- 
tion, and  the  amount  of  business,  governs  this  question 
to  a  great  extent. 
I  The  Erie  Canal  was  commenced  in  1817,  and  com 
pleted  in  1825.  Every  part  of  it  has  been  in  use  10 
years,  and  some  parts  of  it  15  years.  In  this  period 
'  many  of  the  structures  of  wood  have  been  twice  renew- 
ed,  and  all  of  them  once.  Several  important  improve- 
ments have  been  made,  such  as  the  widening  of  aque- 
j  ducts,  &c.,  and  the  banks  on  much  the  largest  portion 
of  the  line,  have  been  faced  with  stone  and  timber. — 
j  The  great  facilities  which  are  furnished  to  accommo- 
,  d.ate  the  large  trade  which  is  done  upon  it,  by  remov- 
ing bars  and  deposites  in  the  bottom  of  the  canal, 
guarding  agiiinst  breaches,  their  prompt  reparation 
when  they  occur,  gravelling  the  towing  path,  attend- 
ance at  the  locks,  &c.  &c.  exceed  the  expenses  which 
ordinarily  occur  on  canals,  and  is  much  greater  than 
would  be  necessary  where  a  limited  amount  of  business 
is  done. 

A  statement  of  the  average  annual  expenses  for  su- 
perintendence and  repairs,  from  1828  to  1835,  will  fur- 
nish the  most  accurate  information  which  can  be  given 
in  regard  to  this  expense. 

The  annual  expense  of  repairing  rail  roads  has  not  yet 
been  developed  by  experience. 
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The  Manchester  and  Liverpool  rail  road  was  com- 
pleted in  1830.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail  road,  in 
1831;  and  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  rail  road,  in  1829. 
These  companies  have  severally  given  a  particular 
statement  of  the  actual  annual  cost  for  superintendence 
and  repairs.  But  this  expense  will  fall  short  of  a  true 
average  after  the  lapse  of  time  within  which  the  wood 
work  of  these  roads  must  be  renewed. 

The  proprietors  of  these  roads  have  furnished  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  actual  cost  of  transportation,  in- 
dependent of  tolls  or  profit  to  the  company;  compared 
with  the  actual  cost  of  transportation  on  the  Erie  canal, 
will  furnish  the  best  data  which  can  now  be  given,  of 
the  relative  expense  of  transportation  on  canals  and 
rail  roads. 

The  Commissioners  have  not  had  it  in  their  power, 
since  the  receipt  of  the  resolution,  to  which  they  are 
now  replying,  to  investigate  this  subject  with  that  care 
and  atlention  which  its  importance  demanded.  One  of 
the  acting  Commissioners  is  absent,  on  account  of 
severe  indisposition  in  his  family,  and  another  has  been 
in  feeble  health.  Under  these  circumsiances,  and 
with  a  view  of  giving  the  subject  a  speedy  and  careful 
examination,  they  called  to  their  aid  John  B.  Jervis, 
Holmes  Hutchinson  and  Frederick  C.  Mills,  Esqs. 
civil  engineers,  of  experience  in  the  consti-uclion  of 
canals  and  rail  rnnds.  Their  report,  accompanied  by 
several  interesting  tables,  is  herewith  submitted. 

The  Commissioners  have  examined  this  report,  and 
believe  the  general  results  to  be  correctly  stated.— 
This  report  contains  all  the  information  which  can  now 
be  given  in  answer  to  the  several  inquiries  submitted 
to  their  consideration. 

WM   C.  BOUCK, 
MICHAEL   HOFFMAN. 

March  17  th,  1835. 


Of  John  B.  Jervis,  Holmes  Hutchinson  and  Frederick 

C.  Mills. 

To  the  Honoriible  the  Canal  Commissioners  of  the  State  of\ 

New   York. 

Gentlemen—  I 

We  have  examined  the  question  you  submitted  to  | 
o>ir  consideration,  in  relation  to  the  relative  cost  of 
construction  artd  repairs  of  canals  and  rail  roads,  and 
also  the  relative  expense  of  iransportation,  and  present 
ill  the  following  report,  the  facts  and  views  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain.  The  importance  of  the  subject 
compels  us  to  regret,  that  more  time  could  not  consis- 
tently have  been  taken,  to  obtain  further  facts,  and  al- 
lowed us  to  carry  the  investigation  into  greater  detail. 
We  have  felt  compelled  in  a  great  degree,  to  confine 
ourselves  to  an  exposition  of  prominent  features,  in  the 
two  methods  of  facilitating  internal  communication.  We 
believe,  however,  the  f.icts  presented,  and  the  exposi- 
tion of  the  bearings  of  those  facts,  will  be  found  useful, 
in  leading  to  correct  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion under  consideration. 

RAIL  ROADS. 
The  utility  of  rail  roads  is  materially,  and  in  some 
respects,  peculiarly  affected  by  the  ascent  and  descent 
that  is  overcome,  and  the  relative  amount  of  trade 
requiring  transport  in  opposite  directions.  Forjnstance, 
a  rail  road  requiring  transport  only  in  one  direction, 
would  be  most  favorable  with  such  a  declivity  in  the 
direction  of  the  freight,  as  would  require  the  same  pow- 
er to  move  the  loaded  wagons,  as  would  be  necessary 
to  return  with  the  empty  ones:  and  this  declivity 
would  decrease  in  cases  requiring  transport  in  both 
directions,  and  become  level  when  the  freight  was 
equal. 

In  this  country,  it  rarely  occurs  that  freight  is  equal 


in  both  directions;  more  frequently  it  is  2,  3  and  4  to  I. 
To  obtain  the  most  favorable  graduation  to  the  trade 
to  be  accommodated,  it  is  essential  that  it  be  uniform, 
or  nearly  so;  which  the  route  would  not  often  admit 
without  too  great  expense,  and  in  some  cases  would  be 
impracticable.  On  important  lines  for  general  trade 
that  have  any  con.siderable  extent,  there  will  from  the 
character  of  the  country,  often  require  a  level,  and 
sometimes  a  small  ascent  in  the  direction  of  the  great- 
est trade;  and  it  would  be  a  a  favorable  compromise  to 
exchange  all  acclivities  and  declivities  for  a  level  road. 
Though  there  would  be  exceptions,  still  it  is  believed 
a  level  road  would  afford  a  fair  standard,  in  determining 
the  general  question  of  utility. 

Below  will  be  found  a  statement  of  the  cost  of  sever- 
al rail  roads,  and  in  some  cases  the  cost  of  transpor- 
tation. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  more  authentic  information 
of  a  practical  character  is  not  in  our  possession.  The 
authorities  as  well  as  the  facts,  are  stated  to  show  the 
weight  which  they  are  entitled  to.  In  some  important 
cases  they  are  authentic;  and  these  will  be  adopted  as 
the  basis  of  our  conclusions. 


Baltimore  and  Ohi 


Road. 


From  Baltimore  to  Point  of  Rocks,  67i  miles,  by  re- 
port of  chief  engineer,  (October,  1832,)  this  sectiiin 
was  stated  to  be  nearly  complete,  and  the  cost  §29,193 
per  mile.  In  a  document  of  second  session  22d  con- 
gress, No.  93,  it  is  asserted  this  road  had  then  cost 
nearly  g34.,000  per  mile:  We  have  examined  the 
subsequent  reports  of  the  directors  and  their  officers, 
and  find  nothing  to  change  the  statement  of  §29,193 
per  mile. 

The  grading  of  this  road  is  done  in  a  substantial  and 
durable  manner;  over  %  of  the  superstructure  is  timber 
sills  and  rails,  capped  with  an  iron  plate:  \  (or  26-100) 
is  stone  rails  capped  with  iron  plates,  and  I-IT  is  lim- 
ber rails  on  light  stone  blocks. 

The  cost  of.transportation  for  the  year  ending  3Ist 
September,  1834,  as  per  report  of  superintendent  of 
transportation,  was  for  motive  power  and  all  other 
charges,  (excluding  repairs  of  road,)  except  interest 
and  fund  for  renewal  of  wagons,  §62,348  57 

Superintendent   of     machinery    reports 

1,000  wagons  on  the  road;  their  cost  is 

not  given.     They  probably  cost  from 

§150  to  §200  each;  if  on  steel  springs, 

the  latter,  otherwise  the  former;  they 

may  be  estimated  at  §150  each,  which 

for  1,000,  is$150,000:  interest  on  their 

cost,  and  to  provide  a  fund  for  renewal, 

is  believed  should  be  at   25  per  cent, 

which  is,  37,500  00 

Total  cost  of  transportation,  exclusive  of 

tolls  or  profit,  for  56,  120  tons,  is  99,848  57 

The  average  charge  of  the  Copipany,  per 

said   report,  is  within  a  small  fraction 

4|  cehts  per  ton  per  mile,  produces  the 

sum  of,  116,254  79 

The  ratio  of  receipts  to  expenditures  is  1  to  0.85, 
and  4.66  X  0.85  =  3.96  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  as 
the  expenses. 

The  expenses  the  previous  year  are  stated  by 
same  report  to  have  been  higher:  but  as  we  have  not 
the  detailed  statement,  we  cannot  give  the  exact  dif- 
ference. 

The  rail  road  has  ascents,  descents,  and  curves, 
whicli  affect  the  economy  of  transportation. 

In  regard  to  curves,  this  road  may  be  considered  as 
having  more  than  is  usual  on  rail  roads,  designed  main- 
ly for  general  trade. 

All  lines  of  rail  road,  of  any  considerable  extent,  will 
be  curved  more  or  less,  according  to  the  character  of 
the  country  through  which  they  are  constructed.  It 
is  the  fwst  object  to  have  it  straight,  and  next,  the 
lightest  curvature  the  country  will  admit.     The  mini- 
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mum  will  therefore,  be  determined  by  local  circum- 
stances. While  it  is  considered  thisro.id  has  more  cur- 
vature than  will  occur  as  a  g'eneral  average,  it  is  obvi- 
ously impracticable  to  determine  what  tliis  average 
may  be.  The  chief  engineer,  J.  Knijjht,  of  this  (Ball, 
and  Ohio)  rail  road,  made  experiments  on  the  increas- 
ed resistance  produced  by  curves,  which  led  him  to  the 
conclusion,  that  in  a  curve  having  a  radius  of  400  feet, 
the  traction  was  increased  50  per  cent.  If  locomotive 
engines  were  used,  then  loads  would  be  regulated  by 
the  greatest  resistance  they  had  to  overcome,  on  any 
pirt  of  the  route;  but  a  horse  can  increase  his  effort, 
for  a  short  distance,  which  enahles  him  on  a  road  that 
has  occasionally,  sharp  curves  or  ascents  for  moderate 
distances,  to  perform  a  greater  average  of  useful  effect, 

than   can  be  obtained  from  locomotive  steam  power. 

The  freight  business  for  this  road  is  performed  by  horse 
power.  The  sharpest  curves  generally  occur  in  short 
distances,  intervening  between  straight  lines  and  I.irger 
curves,  and  will  not,  therefore,  affect  the  cost  of  trans- 
portation to  so  great  a  degree  as  if  locomotive  steam 
power  was  used.  If  we  assume  10  percent,  of  the  re- 
sistance on  a  level  and  straight  line,  as  the  excess  over 
a  general  aver.age  .irising  from  extra  curvature  on  this 
road,  and  apply  it  to  the  section  between  Parr  Uidge 
and  Baltimore,  we  shall  not  probably  be  far  from  its 
true  influence  on  the  cost  of  transportation. 

The  ne.1t,  and  most  important  question  that  afTccts 
the  cost  of  this  transportation  is, the  ascent  and  descent. 
The  character  of  this  road  in  rel.ition  to  its  elevations, 
seems  to  indicate  the  propriety  of  dividing  it  into  sec- 
tions, and  applying  on  each,  the  power  necessary, 
without  regard  to  the  other.  The  following  divisions 
have  therefore  been  made,  to  v.fit: 

1st.  From  Baltimore  to  Parr  Ridge,  foot  of  Isi  in- 
clined  plane — length,  40^  miles;  ascent  westward,  590 
feet;  descent,  23  feet;  total,  613  feet;  ascent  averages 
14.75  feet  per  mile. 

2d.  Embraces  the   4  inclined  planes  that  pass  Parr 
Ridge,  1.94  miles;  ascent  and  descent,  429  feet,  viz: 
No.  1,  2,150  feet, rise   ]_     =80   ft.-, 

.Total  ascent  179 


2,  3,000    ' 

3,  3,200    '   fall 

4,  1,900    ' 


=99 


feet. 


Total    de- 
scent 241 
feel. 


feet  420 


Total, 
Intermediate  level,  about  SJ  miles. 

3d.  From  foot  of  plain  No.  4,  to  end  of  continuous 
declivity  westward,  11^  miles;  total  descent,  285  feet; 
average,  say  25  feet  per  mile.  | 

4th.  The  remainder  of  road,  to  point  of  rocks  and 
branch  to  Frederick,  a  fraction  over  16  miles;  descent  ] 
westward,  169  feet;  average  10.56  feet  per  mile,  as- 
cent westward,  131  feet. 

Total  rise  and  fall,  300  feet.  | 

The  ascent  westward,  for  the  4  divisions,  is    900  feet. 
The  descent  '  '  718 


Total  ascent  and  descent. 


1,C16 


By  the  report  refisrred  to,  it  appears  the  ratio  of 
freight  moving  eastward  to  that  moving  westward,  was 
nearly  as  2  to  1;  for  calculation  we  therefore  adopt  this 
ratio. 

II  has  been  shown  that  the  1st  division  has  an  average 
ascent  of  14.75  feet  per  mile.  This  ascent,  however,  j 
is  not  uniform;  in  several  places  for  short  distances  it 
descends  westward,  some  portions  are  level,  and  the  | 
ascents  are  at  rates  varying  between  2-64  and  37.48  j 
feet  per  mile,  excepting  a  short  piece  near  the  foot  of  i 
inclined  plane.  They  seldom  much  exceed  20  feet, 
except  for  short  distances.  The  length  of  grades  at  | 
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the  higher  rates  of  ascent  is  generally  less  than  one 
mile,  and  alternate  with  tliose  of  medium  rate;  except 
near  the  inclined  plane.  In  view  of  the  clipracter  of 
this  division, it  is  believed  animal  power  will  allow  such 
variations,  as  to  accommodate  the  varying  resistance, 
with  nearly  as  much  economy  as  on  a  uniform  ascent. 
If  we  calculate  on  a  uniform  ascent  of  18  feet  (.er  mile, 
we  shall  not  probably  vary  cs.entially  from  the  true 
economy  of  the  case 

It  has  been  observed,  the  freight  is  as  2  to  1  in  the 
opposite  direction,  being  least  westward.  The  wciglit 
of  the  wagons  will  probably  be  J  of  the  gross  lo.id;  and 
for  computation,  we  may  assume  the  wagim  to  weigh 
one  ton;  and  consequently  the  freiglit  eastward  will  be 
2  tons  and  that  westward  1  ton. 

The  resistance  from  friction  is  taken  at  1-250  of  the 
gross  load,  the  velocity  being  low.  On  a  level  this  will 
require  nearly  9  pounds  per  ton,  on  an  ascent  of  18 
feet  per  mile  gravity  will  be  1-293  of  the  load,  or  7.64 
pounds  per  ton.  The  wagon  and  its  freight  going 
westward,  makes  a  gross  load  of  2  tons;  the  resistance 
will  therefore  be  9+7  64x2=33.28  lbs.  To  carry  on 
a  level  road,  a  load  which  including  wagons  would  be  3 
tons,  the  resistance  would  be  9x3=27  lbs.  The  road 
with  a  few  exceptions,  descends  eastward  or  is  level. 
The  ascents  are  small  and  so  near  the  eastern  termina- 
tion, that,  in  the  average,  less  power  would  be  requir- 
ed than  on  a  level;  but  we  require  33.28  lbs.  to  move 
westward,  after  providing  for  varied  effort  by  the  ani- 
mal. Now,  as  a  general  result,  we  could  not  expect  a 
more  equal  ratio  of  freight  in  the  two  opposite  direc- 
tions than  in  this  case,  and  if  27  lbs.  is  required  on  a 
level,  we  have  an  excess  of  power  to  provide  for  the 
load  moving  westward,  of  33.28— 27=6  28  lbs.,  and  as 
this  will  return  with  tlie  opposite  load,  we  have  extra 
power  for  the  two  dlrections=12.56  lbs.  more  than  re- 
quired for  a  level  road,  or  23  per  cent,  extra.  This 
added  to  the  extra  curvature  of  10  per  cent,  raises  the 
extra  traction  to  32  per  cent,  on  this  section.  The  cost 
of  the  moving  power  is  nearly  2-5  of  the  total  expense, 
and  32x  .40=14.80,  say  15  per  cent,  the  cos*  of  trans- 
portation over  a  level  road;  and  40  25x.  15=6.03,  or 
equal  an  increase  in  the  length  of  this  division,  of  6 
miles. 

2d  division.  The  total  ascent  westward  is,  on  the 
inclined  planes,  Nos.  1  and  2;  thrir  total  length  is 
5,150  feet,  and  ascend  at  an  ;iverage  rate  of  one  in 
twenty-eight  and  three  fourths.  It  is  obvious,  the  load 
moving  westward  will  determine  the  expense  of  pow- 
er, as  that  in  the  opposite  direction  on  these  planes 
will  descend  by  its  own  gravity,  requiring  only  the  ex- 
pense of  breakmen  to  control  its  descent  within  a  safe 
velocity,  which  may  be  done  by  part  of  the  drivers, 
whose  teams  could  be  led  back  by  others.  In  moving 
up  this  ascent,  a  horse  would  require  35  per  cent,  of 
his  power  to  overcome  the  gravitating  force  of  his  bo- 
dy; but  as  he  would  be  loaded  only  in  one  direction, 
and  the  length  of  either  plane  but  little  exceeding  half 
a  mile,  it  is  believed  to  be  a  fair  estimate  to  compute 
in  this  case,  the  useful  effort  of  his  power,  as  equal 
wh.Uit  would  be  on  a  level.  We  have  one  too  of 
goods  and  one  ton  of  wagon,  making  a  gross  load  of  2 
tons  moving  westward.  The  total  resistance  up  the 
plane,  will  be  173  lbs.,  or  5.4  times  greater  than 
the  load  in  the  opposite  direction,  (3  tons  gross,)  would 
be  on  a  level.  The  two  planes  are  together,  097  miles 
in  length.  The  ascent  will  make  the  extra  resistance, 
equal  5.23x.4=2.09  miles. 

The  3d  and  4th  planes  descend  westward;  their  total 
length  is  5,100  feet,  and  descend  at  an  average  rate  of 
1  For  tliese  planes,  we  must  compute  the  power 

required  to  ascend  them  with  the  load  moving  east- 
ward, which  is  3  tons  including  wfl."-on.  The  horse 
will  require  47  per  cent,  of  his  power  to  overcome  the 
gravitating  force  of  his  body  up  the  plane;  and  though 
he  will  as  in  the  case  of  the  other  planes,  be  loaded 
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only  in  one  direction,  still  it  is  believed  that  10  per 
cent,  should  be  taken  fi-om  his  average  useful  effect  in 
ascending  Nos.  3  and  4.     The  resistance  of  3  tons 


these  pi  a 


ill  be  344  1 


equal  11. 73  times  great- 


er than  on  a  level,  or  including  ll-.e  loss  in  the  effec- 
tive power  if  the  horse,  equal  13.13  times  greater. 

The  two  plan-s  are  .96  miles  X  13. 13x -4=4}  miles 
extra  length  of  transportation.  The  influence  of  the 
planes  on  thisdivision.increases  the  moving  power  equal 
to  what  would  be  required  for  17  miles  of  level  road, 
and  taking  the  moving  power  at  40  per  cent,  of  the 
total  expense  of  freight,  a  fraction  over  6J  miles,  entire 
cost  of  transportation. 

3d  division — Ascends  eastward  at  the  average  rate 
of  25  feet  per  mile,  varying  from  9.76  to  52-80.  The 
grades  that  have  the  higher  rates  of  ascent  are  short, 
and  in  view  of  the  small  amount  of  labor  required  of 
the  horses  in  the  opposite  direction,  it  ivill  probably 
not  vary  materially  from  the  truth,  to  compute  the  pow- 
er at  the  average  rate  of  ascent,  or  1-211.  A  load 
eastward  is  3  tons  including  wagons,  and  the  resistance 
will  be  58  lbs.,  equal  2.14  times  that  on  a  level;  or  for 
11.25  miles,  requiring  extra  moving  power,  equal  what 
would  be  required  for  12.82  miles  on  a  level,  or  equal 
the  total  expense  of  transportation  for  5^  miles. 

4th  division  is  quite  of  an  undulating  character;  the 
ascent  is  greatest  in  the  aggregate  in  the  direction  of 
the  greatest  trade,  but  the  grades  have  a  less  rate  of 
siscent,  than  in  the  opposite  direction.  The  average 
ascent  in  the  direction  of  the  greatest  trade,  will  be  a 
fair  basis  of  computation  for  the  section.  This  is  1-500, 
and  the  resistance  for  3  tons,  (as  before,)  is  40.44  lbs 
or 50  per  cent,  greater  than  alevel.  For  16  miles  the 
extra  moving  power  is  equal  8  miles  on  a  level,  or 
equal  the  total  cost  of  transportation  for  3}  miles 
nearly. 

^    ^  Mks. 

In  the  first  division  we  have  extra  equal,       6 

•  Second,  '  •  ga 

•  Third,  '  «  Si 
'      Fourth,           •                    '  3-^ 

211 
Total  length  of  road  is,  .         71 

92.12 

The  actual  cost  of  transportation  has  been  shown 
be  3.96  cents  per  ton.  per  mile.  To  reduce  this  to  o' 
standard,  we  have  the  cost  of  transportation,  exclusi' 
of  toll  or  profits,  3.05  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  wi 
freight  as  two  to  one  in  the  diff"erent  directions. 

By  report  of  superintendent,  the  moving  power  cc 
1.08  cents  per  ton,  per  mile. 
Repairs. 

Year,  ending  October,  1833,  !{444  per  mile. 
'  '  '        1834,  $321     • 

Average,  for  2  years,g382.50. 

A  road  constructed  mostly  of  timber  will  vary  much 
in  the  cost  of  repairs  for  different  years,  and  several  are 
therefore  necessary  to  obtain  a  proper  average. 

Cost  of  transporting  passengers  per  mile,  1.98  cents, 
as  stated  in  Hazard's  Register  of  Pennsylvania,  v.  15, 
p.  112. 

Liverpool  and  Manchester  railway. 

In  a  statement  published  by  Mr.  Booth,  the  treasur- 
er of  the  company,  dated  June  30,  1830,  the  expendi 
ture  up  to  that  time,  including  an  estimate,  (the  road 
was  at  this  time  nearly  completed,)  to  finish  some  un- 
important items  of  work,  it  appears  the  construction  of 
the  railway,  exclusive  of  warehouses,  wharfs,  offices, 
engines,  wagons  and  other  items  not  connected  with 
the   construction    of  the   road,  cost  £694,595   for  31 

miles,   equal    £22,406x4.80=^100,748   per   mile 

1  here  have  subsequently,  been  heavy  expenditures, 
not  embraced  in  the  account  of  repairs,  but  we  are  not 
sufficiently  advise<!  of  their  object  to  say,  whether  or 
not,  any  part  of  it  belonged  to  the  amount  of  the  origi- 
nal construction  of  the  road. 


Bepairs. 
It  appears  from  four  semi-annual  reports  of  the  di- 
rectors, the  expense  qI  repairs  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 
Report  of  July,  1822,  1st  January  to  30th 

June,  £7,331     0  6 

'  January,    1833,    1st   Jnne  to 

3 1st  December,  6,878    4  3 

'         July,  1833,  1st  January  to  30th 

June,  6,714    9  3 

'         January,  1834,  1st  July  to  31st 

December,  6,425  14  8 

Total  for  2  years,  .  .     £27,349     8  8 

Equal,  for  31  miles,  882x4.80=g4,233  per  mile, 
which,  for  one  year,  is  equal  $2,116  per  mile,  com- 
mencing about  a  year  after  the  road  was  opened  for 
business. 

A  table  is  given  of  the  general  expenses  in  the  six 
months  previous  to  that  reported  in  July,  1832,  in 
which  the  expenses  of  repairs  is  included  with  some 
other  items.  This  aggregate  sum  is  very  nearly  the 
same  as  reported  in  detail,  showing  there  had  been  no 
material  variation  in  repairs  for  the  six  months  previous 
to  that  particularly  reported. 

Transportation. 

The  reports  above  refen-ed  to,  embrace  4  semi-an- 
nual accounts  for  transportation,  and  one  tabular  view 
of  transportation  for  6  months  previous,  from  which 
the  following  table  is  made. 

The  report  of  July,  1832,  contains  a  statement  of 
transpoi  taiinn  for  the  two  semi-annual  terms  preceding. 
In  the  tabular  account  given  by  the  directors, the  main- 
tenance of  way  and  rate,  taxes  and  omnibuses  are 
charged  to  transportation;  but  in  the  following  table, 
these  are  not  included,  as  it  is  the  design  to  exhibit  the 
cost  of  transportation  separate  from  other  expenses; 
these  items  are  given  in  the  table  of  directors'  reports, 
with  others,  but  are  separate  in  the  general  account. 

From  the  reports  of  the  directors  and  their  statement 
of  general  accounts,  it  appears   probable,  the  amount 


of  repairs    of 


wagons 


nd    coache 


nchides    the 


purchase  of  new  ones  when  required,  to  supply  the 
place  of  those  that  fail:  the  interest  account  is  supposed 
to  be  interest  on  cost  of  locomotives,  engines,  coaches, 
wagons,&c. ;  there  is  no  other  item  that  embraces  the  in- 
terest on  the  outlay,  and  it  is  presumed  this  is  intended. 
There  is  a  charge  for  carting  included  with  other  items, 
and  from  the  general  account  would  appear  to  be  about 
6d  per  ton:  we  have  not  deducted  this  item,  for  the 
reason  it  was  impracticable  to  determine  exactly  what 
it  amounted  to;  and  the  question  whether  the  interest 
account  included  the  total  interest  on  the  outlay  for 
the  transportation  department,  with  such  allowance  as 
would,  beyond  what  was  included  in  repairs,  make  the 
necessary  renewals,  being  doubtful,  we  have  thought  a 
further  reason  for  leaving  it  as  it  is.  The  table  cannot, 
however,be  far  from  the  proper  expense  of  transporta- 
tion. 

For  Merchandize. 
The  lowest  cost  pr.ton  is  5s  5d.=Sl  31, or  pr.mile  4.22c 
The  highest         •  7.s2id.=S1.72  •         5  55' 

The  medium  or  average  of  the  table  is  6s   Id. 

=§1-46,  or  per  mile,  4.70cts. 

For  each  Passenger. 
The  lowest  cost  is  Is.  7id.  equal  to  g0.39J,or  per  mile, 

1.28  cents. 
The  highest  cost  is  2s.  4id.,  equal  to  $0.56^,  or  per 

The  average   cost  Is.  ll|d.,   equal  to  g0.47i,  or  per 
mile,  1.5o  cents.  "^ 

Table  B,  contains  the  aggregates  for  one  term  of  six 
months  later  than  table  A:  it  does  not  appear  that 
transportation  was  lower  for  this  term  than  previously, 
but  en  the  contrary  is  confirmatory  of  the  above  aver- 
age resultsi  which  may  therefore,  be  viewed  as  based 
on  three  years  experience. 
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Having  ascertainecl  the  cost  of  transportation  on  the 
Liverpool  and  Manchester  rail  way,'  we  now  proceed  to 
reduce  the  costof  freight  to  ourstandard  of  comparison; 
a  level  road. 

Inclined  plane  at  Liverpool- 
Length,  1.12  miles;  rise  1-48.  The  extra  cost  of 
the  transit  for  moving  power,  taking  the  average  from 
two  semi-annual  reports,  is  1.80  els.  per  mile,  2,02 
cents  for  the  total  length,  per  Ion;  equal,  for  total  cost 
of  transportation,  to  0-43  uf  a  mile,  on  a  level. 

Sutton  and  TVhiUnn  Planes, 
Are  each  IJ  miles  long,  and  have  an  inclination  of 
1-96  or  55  feet  per  mile,  They  incline  in  opposite  di- 
rectians,  and  therefore,  if  the  trade  was  equal  in  each 
direction,  only  one  plane  should  be  calculated  as  affect- 
ing the  total  transportation;  as  it  is  obvious,  a  load 
passing  in  either  direction,  would  only  require  addition- 
al power  to  ascend  one  plane.  In  the  reports  of  the 
directors  they  give  the  ti;tal  freight,  not  distinguishing 
between  the  different  directions;  and  we  are  left  to  de- 
termine, from  the  general  chaiacter  of  the  trade,  whe- 
ther any  and  what  difference  there -was.  It  appears 
that  not  more  than  1-6  of  the  tonnage  between  the  two 
cities  passes  on  the  railway;  and  we,  therefore,  are  led 
to  infer  the  rail  way  takes  the  lighter  character  of 
freight,  which  is  probably  about  equal  in  both  direc- 
tions; and  onr  computation  of  cost  is  made  on  this 
basis. 

Th"s  road  being  worke.!  entirely  by  locomotive  steam 
power,  except  the  inclined  plane  at  Liverpool,  which 
has  stationary  power,  our  cumputation  is  made  accord 

iiigiy. 

In  ascending  the  plane  the  resistence  will  be  1-225, 
(friction  )+  1-96,  (gravity,)  =  1-67,  orratiotua  level 
of  (3.35  to  1,)  or  a  little  more  thanthree  and  one-third 
to  one.  The  power  of  the  engine  will  be  reduced  by 
its  gravity,  and  that  of  its  tender  to  70  per  cent  of  its 
power,  on  a  level;  or  to  make  it  equal  its  power  on  a 
level,  it  must  be  increased  to  142  per  cent,  which 
makes  the  cost  of  moving  power  to  ascend  the  plane, 
as  compared  with  a  level,  as  475  to  1,  or  four  and  three- 
f  lurth  to  one.  1  he  extra  moving  power  to  ascend  this 
plane  over  a  level,  is  eqnal  to  the  transit  of  5.62  miles 
on  a  lei  el.  1  he  moving'  power  is  26  per  cent  of  the 
total  transportation,  exclusive  of  the  interest  account  in 
which  the  items  of  moving  power  and  wagons  are 
blended;  this  will  not  be  less  than  4  per  cent,  making 
the  total  cost  of  moving  power  at  least  30  per  cent.— 
The  extra  cost  of  the  planes  are  therefore  equal  1.68 
miles  entire  transportation  on  a  level. 

The  greatest  inclinatinn  on  any  part  of  this  rail  w[iy, 
except  the  inclined  planes  above  mentioned,  is  1  880  or 
6  feet  per  mile.  It  is  presumed  the  ascent  of  this  in- 
clination will  regulate  the  load  of  the  engines  on 
which  the  resistance  will  be  1-225  +  1-880  =  1-179, 
or  ratio  to  a  level  of  125  to  1.  I  he  power  of  the  en' 
gine  will  be  reduced  by  its  gravity,  and  that  of  its  ten- 
der to  97  per  cent,  or  its  power  must  be  increased  over 
what  would  be  required  on  a  level,  say  to  104  per  cent, 
makuig  the  cost,  as  compared  with  a  level,  as  1.  jO  to 
'       This   will  be   applicable   to  27  miles  of  road,  on 


which  the    extra   cost    for 


miles 


or    for 


ng    power 


transportation    equal  2. 43 


miles 

The  influence  of  the  elevation  on  this  rail  way  in 
mcreasmg  the  cost  of  transportation  over  that  of  a  level 
"  ^f^f}r^l+  2'*^  =  ■*-^*>)  "^  ''"le  mnre  than  four 
and  a  halt  miles  of  level  way.  The  actual  average  cost 
of  tran-portation  for  31  miles  was  found  to  be  (4  7,) 
nearly  four  and  three-fourths  cents  per  ton,  which,  re- 
duced to  a  level  r,.ad,  we  find  to  be  (4.07,)  over  four 
cents,  per  ton  per  mile. 

An  ititeresting  fact  is  developed  in  this  investigation, 
■  n  relation  to  the  comparative  cost  of  transportation  on 
inclined  pl.nes  by  stationary  and  by  locomotive  steam 


engines.  The  plane  at  Liverpool  is  worked  by  stationa- 
ry steam  power,  and  has  an  inclination  of  1  48  or  110 
feet  to  the  mile.  The  Whiston  and  Sutton  planes, 
worked  by  locomotive  steam  power,  have  an  inclination 
of  1  96  or  55  feet  in  a  mile,  being  exactly  half  the  in- 
clination of  the  Liverpool;  yet  the  cost  of  moving  pow- 
er on  the  Liverpool  to  Whiston  or  Sutton  is  as  1  to 
2.90;  showing  that  locomotive  power,  for  an  ascent  of 
55  feet  to  the  mile,  is  about  three  times  the  expense  of 
stationary  power  for  a  plane  110  feet  to  the  mile,  calcu- 
lated for  equal  horizontal  distances.  It  should  be  ob- 
served, in  relation  to  this  fact,  that  economy  of  sta- 
tionary power  on  inclined  planes,  depends  materially  on 
the  amount  of  business.  In  this  case  it  was  about  500 
tons  per  day. 

Baltimore  and  Washinglon  rail  road. 
This  road  commences  at  a  point  in  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  rail  road,  about  6  miles  from  Baltimore,  and  ex- 
tends 30  miles  to  the  city  of  Washington.  Its  opera- 
tions are  conducted  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  compa- 
ny. In  their  report  of  October,  1833,  they  state  the 
estimated  cost  at  a  little  over  g53,000  per  mile,  for  26 
miles.  The  estimate  for  the  whole  30  miles  is  given  at 
g50,000  per  mile,  in  a  report  on  canals  and  rail  roads, 
as  presented,  25th  June,  1834,  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress.  In  their  report  of  October, 
1834,  the  directors  say  the  graduation  and  masonry, 
(the  part  of  the  expenditures  liable  to  the  principal  con- 
tingencies,)  is  nearly  completed;  they  make  no  allu- 
sion to  the  probability  of  the  work  costing  more  or  less 
than  the  estimate;  and  as  it  would  be  natural  to  do  so, 
if  any  important  disagreement  was  probable,  it  is  infer- 
red the  road  would  cost  the  estimated  sum;  and  being 
so  near  completed  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  put  it 
in  the  table.  This  road  has  iron  rails  on  .stone  founda- 
tion, except  the  embankmentsi  which  have  timber 
foundation. 

Columbia  railroad. 

This  rail  road  is  82  miles  long,  and  per  last  report  of 
Pennsylvania  commissioners,  the  road  has  cost,  includ- 
ing an  estimate  for  an  unimportant  amount  of  unfin- 
ished work,  ^40,450,  per  mile.  It  has  mostly  iron 
rails,  paitly  on  stone  and  partly  on  timber  founda- 
tion. 

Alleghany  Portage  rail  road. 
This  r.ail  road  is  36  miles  long,  and  per  report  of 
Pennsylvania  commissioners,  his  cost,  including  a  small 
estimate  for  unfinished  work,  g47,977,  per  mile.  It  has 
iron  rails  for  a  fraction  over  two-thirds  its  length,  about 
half  nf  which  are  on  stone  foundation,  and  the  balance 
on  timber;  nearly  one-third  is  timber  road  with  iron 
plates. 

JHohauik  and  Hudson  rail  road. 

The  main  stem  of  this  road  is  16  miles  in  length.  It 
has  timber  rails  with  iron  plates,  about  half  of  which 
are  on  a  stone  foundation,  and  the  other  half  on  timber. 
Cost  per  mile  of  double  road,  $38,107,  per  company 
books.  (They  have  also  about  3  J  miles  of  single  road 
in  branches  that  cost  gl5,847  per  mile.) 

Actual  cost  of  transportation  for  freight  by  locomo- 
tive and  stationary  steam,  3.5  cents  per  ton  per  mile. 
All  the  ascent  for  the  greatest  trade,  (being  as  3  to  1,) 
is  overcome  by  one  stationary  engine,  which  does  not 
materially  enhance  the  ratio  of  cost  over  a  level,  taking 
the  whole  road.  Experience  has  been  quiie  limited 
on  this  road,  and  considering  that  the  ratio  of  trade  in 
different  directions,  in  connection  with  the  facility  of 
overcoming  the  principal  elevation  by  stationary  p<.w- 
er,  would  not  materially  increase  the  cost  of  transpor- 
tation over  a  level,  it  has  not  been  thought  important 
to  reduce  it  by  computation.  The  cost  of  transporting 
passengers  has  been  1.7  cents  per  mile. 
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Saratoga  and  Schenectady 
This  rail  road  is  22  miles  long, 
will)  a  timber  rail,  capped  w  ith  an  iron  plate 
foundation,  except  about  lluee  miles  that  has  a  light 
stone  foundation.  This  ro:id  has  a  single  track;  it  cost, 
per  report  of  directors,  November,  1832,  $1 1,010  per 
mile,  exclusive  of  building-,  &c  ;  to  make  a  second 
track  of  the  same  cliaiacter,  would  ci.st  $6,000, 
making  the  total  cost 
mile. 


n  the  ro.ads  described,  it  is  believed  a  fair  view  may 
constructed  !  ^^  obtained  ot  the  general  question  of  cost.     In  their 
niber    A''""''""''™  some  have  been  of  an  expensive  character, 
to  wit:  The  Baltimore  and  Washington,  Allegheny  Por- 
tage, the  Columbia,  Mohawk  and  Uudscin,  an^l    a    p.irt 
tif  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  though  on  the  average  the 
latter  cannot   be  much  above  a  medium:  the  Camden 
and  Amboy,  and  the  New  Castle  and  Kienchtown  rather 
double  "road   jil7,o'lo"per  ;  ''«'°^*'  a  medium,  and  the  Saratoga  as  very  favorable. 
The  Souih  Carolina  road  having  been  placed  on  piles, 
„  ,  J  T7  J        r:       1  1^  •;       J  excavation  has  been  avoided  as  much  as  possible,  and 

Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company  rail  road.  ,  embankments  om.tted  altogether,  by  which  the  ex- 
Is  16  miles  long,  has  5  mile  of  double  and  11  miles  of  pmse  of  grading  has  been  very  little.  Tlie  general 
ngle  track.  The  valleys  on  this  road  were  generally  I  character  of  the  superstructure  has  been  stated;  and 
bridged  with  timber.     The  road  is  limber  with  an  iron  '  their  rails,  or  the  foundation  of  the  rails  appear  to  be. 


The  road  is  limber  i 
plate.  It  cost  originally,  including  stationary  engine*, 
about$10,500  per  mde,  (the  exact  amount  not  known)  j 
To  have  made  it  double  would  have  raised  the  expense 
to  §14,000  per  mile;  average  annual  repairs  for  lour 
years  is  S623  per  mile.  Transportation  when  the  busi- 
ness is  at  250  tons  per  day,  is  4  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  i 
and  when  500  tons  per  d.iy,  is  3  cents  per  ton  per  mile. 
This  arises  mostly  from  the  cost  of  operating  the  planes,  , 
which  is  nearly  the  same  in  both  cases. 

The  ascent  of  this  road  (855  feet)  is  overcome  by 
five  stationary  steam  engines,  working  on  planes  whose 
total  length  is  2^  miles.  The  cost  of  motive  power  for 
500  tons  per  day,  averages  essentially  the  same  as  it 
does  for  horse  power  on  a  level,  having  the  same  in 
horizontal  length.  From  the  summit  the  principal 
descent  is  effected  by  three  self-acting  engines,  so  ar- 
ranged that  the  loaded  wagons  draw  up  the  empty 
ones:  and  the  balance  of  the  declivity  is  advantageous- 
ly arranged  for  a  descending  trade.     The  ccnnomi 


ie  use    of  stationary  steara  powe 


from  the 


to  a  great  extent  of  timber. 

The  stiperslructinn  of  rail  roads  when  composed  of 
limber  with  the  tail  capped  with  an  iron  plaie  will 
cost,  for  a  double  track,  from  f  C  000  to  glO.OOCper 
mile,  according  to  llie  value  of  limber  and  the  stability 
given  to  the  road;  (this  is  exclusive  of  grading.)  The 
cost  on  the  Baltimoie  and  Ohio,  for  this  kind  of  road, 
was  f8,852  per  mile.  When  composed  of  iron  rails, 
laid  ,on  stone  foundations,  the  cost  will  vary  from 
S18,C00  to  §25,000;  according  to  the  convenience  in 
obtaining  stone,  the  extent  of  the  ballast  ng,  and  the 
weight  of  rail  that  may  be  adopted;  the  probable 
average  may  be  g22,000  per  mile.  The  difference 
then,  between  a  medium  of  the  two  kinds,  is  §14,000 
per  mile.  To  have  adopted  the  iron  rail  on  a  .stone 
foundation  in  the  roads  mentioned,  would  have  materi- 
ally increased  tiieir  average  cost.  But  in  the  first  con- 
struction, it  is  usual,  even  when  iron  rails  are  adopted, 
to  putdiiwn  a  timber  foundation  to  support  them  on  the 
kments,    until  the   embankments  have  time  to 


ch«»pness  of  fuel,  and  the  great  regularity  which  may  ,  ^^^'^^^^  ;^,,^,^j_ 

be  obtained   m  a  coal  busmess,  and  the  comparatively  •' 

small  amount  of  agencies  to  conduct  the  business,  leave  The  first  rail  ways  in  England,  were  constructed  of 
no  doubt  on  our  minds,  that  transportation  is  effected  ^  timber  without  any  iron.  1  he  timber  being  found  to 
on  this  road  as  cheap  per  ton  per  mile  as  a  general  wear  too  rapidly  under  the  wheel,  the  iron  plate  was 
business  could  be  on  a  level  road.  I  then  put  on.     From  this  rude  liegimiing  in  rail  roads. 

New  Castle  and  Frenchtown  railroad,  .  t''^'''  advantages  began  to   be  developed:  and   experi- 

'  ence  soon  su,ggested  improvements.  Hence  we  nnd 
I  the  woe  den  rail  soon  abandoned,  even  in  the  coal  dls- 
■    tricis.     Cast  iron  r?ils  on  a   stone  foundation  follow-' 


Is  16  miles  long;  timber  rail  capped  with  iron  plate, 
about  one-third  on  light  stone  foundation  and  the  re 
mainder  on  timber;  cost  §30,000  per  mde,  (see  report 
of  committee  on  roads  and  canals  to  Congress,  January 
55th,  1834.) 

Camden  and  Amboy  railroad. 

The  part  extending  from  Amboy  to  Bordrntown  is 
33  miles  in  length,  'is  believed  to  be  entire  iron  rail,  ! 
partly  on  stone  and  partly  on  timber  foundation;  cost 
(as  per  congressional  report  above  mentioned)  30,000 
per  mile.  | 

Souih  Carolina  rail  road. 


Is   130  miles  long;  timber 
plate.     This  road  is  built  on   pil 


timber;  and  now  wrou.ght  iron  is  generally  used  in  pre- 
ference to  cast  iron.  These  remarks  are  introduced 
i  to  show  the  result  of  experience  in  England.  In  this 
country,  limber  will  doubtless  be  used  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent, and  for  a  lon,ger  period,  tlian  it  was  in  England. — 
The  cheapnes  of  timber,  the  want  of  capital,  and  the 
limited  amount  of  business  in  many  places,  will  operate 
;auses  to  produce  this  result.  We  already  observe, 
vever,  in  this  country,  a  departure  from  the  use  of 
I  timber  rails  on  several  important  rail  roads.  Among 
I  those  who  have  critically  attended  to  this  subject, 
capped  with  an  iron  !  there  is  probably  very  little  difference  of  opinion,  in 
;s.  no  einbankments  '■e.?afd  to  the  most  suitable  material  for  rails  and  iheir 
made' in  the'Vrading;  colt  about  §7,000  per  mile.  It  is  '  foundation  when  an  extensive  business  may  be  antici- 
not  known  whether  it  is  a  single  or  a  double  road,  but  P»'ed,  and  particularly  where  a  h.gh  velocly  is  an  ob- 
believed  to  be  mostly  single  track.  j  jeet.     The  Baliimore  and  Ohio  rad  road  company,  after 

There  are  several  important  rail  roads  in  the  United  !  an  experience  of  several  years  with  timber  rails,  have 
States,  which  we  should  have  been  gratified  to  have  ;  come  to  the  following  conclusion,  as  appears  in  then- 
added  to  those  above  given.  But  we  have  not  ihe  in-  ■  jast  annual  report:  "  n  the  construrtion  of  the  Wash- 
formation  in  relation  to  them,  that  would  enable  us  to  1  mgton  road,  the  board  have  had  regard  to  itsdurabiJuy, 
derive  any  practical  advantage.  There  are  others  (hat  |  not  less  than  to  making  it  a  source  of  immediate  profit 
we  have  not  Ihought  proper  to  introduce  in  a  question  ,  lo  those  interested  m  the  undertaking  The  experi- 
that  relates  to  the  general  utility  of  rail  roads  as  public  i  ence  of  the  mam  ^\em,  h^s  conclusively  shown,  ho 
thoroughfares:  thev  are  roads  made  mostly  for  local  ob- 1  portant  it  is,  to  avoid  the  expense  of  repaii 
jects,  or  for  short 'distances,  where  the  surface  of  the  I  way,  which  not  only  materially  affect  the  revenue  but 
ground  is  nearly  level,  and  the  mad  made  to  conform  occasion  constant  interruption  and  inconvenience  to  the 
Nearly  to  the  natural  level  or  inclination,  and  very  little  '  iravdon  the  road  True  economy  consis  s '"  construct- 
expense  incurred  to  remove  those  irregularities  in  the  j  ing  the  road  m  the  first  instance  so  =^^  t°  "^^^f^  ^^e 
surface,  which  in  a  road  of  any  considerable  length  and  '  necessity  o(  frequent  repairs,  and  to  enable  the  motiie 
importance,  are  generally  encountered  to  obt.in  an  /'»«■«'■  "^'^d  in  transportalion,  to  be  employed 
economical  grade:  and  the  superstructure  of  such  road: 
are  usually  made  in  an  imperfect  manner, 
ed  to  serve  the  purpose  of  accommodating  an  import 
general  trade. 


;  of  the  1 


its  ful- 
lest effect,   without  the  fear  of  injury 
calculat- 1  bridges  over  which  it  passes  in  the  performance  of  its 
ant   daily  work." 


238 


CANALS  AND  RAIL  ROADS  COMPARED. 


[Apnit 


Timber  is  fouml  to  be  less  durable  in  a  rail  road  than  I 
in  almost  any  other  situation.  The  action  of  the  car-  I 
riages  tend  to  open  the  pores  of  the  limber,  which  ren- 
ders them  more  liable  to  imbibe  moisture;  all  horizon- 
tal joints  are  much  exposed  under  this  action,  and  par- 
ticularly that  under  the  rail  plate.  There  is,  no  dotibt, 
situations  where  timber  may  be  advantageously  adopt- 
ed. The  cheapness  of  this  article,  the  scarcity  of  stone 
for  foundations,  the  scarcity  of  capital,  limited  extent 
of  business,  and  the  experimental  character  of  the  par-  , 
ticular  investment,  will  often  present  arguments  in  fa- 
vor of  its  adoption-  At  the  same  time,  we  are  fully  of 
the  opinion,  that  all  rail  roads,  which  constitute  impor- 
tant avenues  of  communication,  the  period  is  not  dis- 
tant  when  timber  rails  will  be  wholly  abandoned  for 


The  questi( 


verag' 


cost  of  rail 


roads,  it  will  be  difficidt  to  determine,  as  the  gradua- 
tion will  be  very  ditt'erent  at  different  places.  I  he  ta- 
ble given,  of  the  cost  of  several  rail  roads,  excluding 
the  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  would  afford  an  aver- 
age of  §30,393  per  mile.  Had  all  these  roads  been 
constructed  entirely  with  iron  rails  and  stone  founda- 
tions, their  average  cost  would  probably  have  been  be- 
tween §35,000  and  §40,000  per  mile.  '  Taking  all  the 
raid  roads,  designed  to  accommodate  a  large  general 
trade,  that  have  been  constructed  in  this  country,  and 
add  to  their  expense  what  would  be  required  to  com- 
plete an  iron  rail  road  with  stone  foundations,  we  be- 
lieve the  cost  for  a  diiuble  road  would  not  fail  below 
§35,000  per  mile;  and  to  reduce  the  same  to  a  timber 
road  of  the  best  character,  would  not  be  less  than 
§25,000  per  mile.     '1  he  grading  in  both  cases. 


posed   to   be   done  in  a  per 


W< 


aware  of  the  fact,  that  rail  roads,  in  some  instances, 
have  been  made  for  much  less;  but  for  the  reasons  be- 
fore given,  we  do  not  believe  them  entitled  lo  a  place 
in  this  examination,  which  is  designed  to  investigate  ' 
the  utility  of  rail  roads  as  a  means  of  general  intercom- 
munication of  trade.  There  is  no  doubt,  many  situa- 
tions where  the  favorable  formation  otthe  country, and 
ti.e  facilities  for  obtaining  materials,  will  reduce  the 
cost  below  the  amount  slated  above,  and  the  less  ex- 
pensive road  may  be  sufficient  for  the  Hade  to  be  ac- 
commodated. But  there  will  be  others  that  will  be  j 
more  expensive,  as  experience  has  fully  demonstrated; 
and  our  object  is  to  reach  an  average  result  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  a  general  trade,  where  expedition,  re- 
gularity and  economy  in  the  moving  power  will  be  im- 
portant. It  should  be  observed  in  relation  to  this  ques- ' 
tio",  that  the  cost  of  a  rail  road  « ill  depend  matciudly  1 
on  the  amount  of  tonnage,  and  the  speed  it  is  necessa- ' 
ry  to  maintain  This  arises  from  ihe  economy  of  mo-  i 
live  power;  for  instance,  where  a  small  amount  of  busi- 
ness  is  to  be  accommodated,  it  will  be  economy  to  ap- 
ply greater  motive  power,  and  avoid  expensive  gradu- 
ation; on  the  otlier  hand  a  large  amount  of  trade,  will  j 
induce  greater  expense  in  bringing  the  lines  of  gradu-  j 
ation  to  the  most  f\ivorable  standard  for  economising  i 
this  power. 

Remarks  in  relation  to  repairs  on  Rail  Ruads. 

Experience  on  this  point  is  yet  quite  limited.  We 
have  the  account  of  the  two  years  on  the  Baltimore  and  1 
Ohio  road,  four  years  on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  i 
company  road,  and  four  semi-annual  statements  of  the  ; 
Liverpool  and  Manchester  road-  We  have  also,  in  re-  ; 
latioii  to  the  latter,  a  general  statement  of  the  half  year  | 
preceding  and  the  half  year  subsequent  to  the  tour  full 
reports,  from  which  we  at  e  led  to  infer  that  no  mate- 
rial variation  occurred  f"r  three  years.  The  average  of  [ 
the  three  roads  of  §1 ,040  per  mile  per  annum. 

There  is  a  great  ditfevence  in  the  annual  expense  of 
repairs  for  these  roads,  which  suggest  the  propriety  of 
examining  into  the  cause. 

The  moving  power  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio,  and 
also  on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  company's  road,  ad- 


mitted for  freight,  only  a  moderate  speed.probably  sel- 
dom exceeding  4  milt-s  per  hour,  and  nearly  the  same 
amount  of  tonnage  was  conveyed  on  each:  on  the  lat- 
ter, no  passengers  are  carried;  on  the  former,  the  pas- 
sengers constitute  about  half  the  business. 

Tiie  Baltimore  and  Ohio  road  has  less  timber  in  its 
structure, though  it  has  a  large  majority  of  Umber  road. 
The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Company  road  is  about  -J 
single  track,  and  considering  the  passenger  business 
has  not  over  half  the  use,  and  still  its  repairs  are  iTiore 
than  50  per  cent,  higher.  Two  years  with  a  moderate 
amount  of  trade,  on  a  timber  road,  would  not  give  a 
fair  average  of  the  cost  of  repairs,  and  the  condition  of 
the  two  roads  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  regard  to  the 
age  and  durability  of  their  timber,  may  be  very  differ- 
ent. We  are,  therefore,  led  to  conclude,  that  further 
experience  will  show  the  repairs  on  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  road,  as  the  business  increases,  to  be  greater  than 
they  have  hitherto  been. 

The  Liverpool  and  Manchester  load  has  cost  over 
five  times  as  much  for  repairs  as  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio, 
and  over  three  times  as  much  as  the  Delaware  and  Hud- 
son Company  road.  The  Liverpool  road  was  made  in 
the  most  substantial  manner,  with  very  little  curvature. 
The  Baltimore  road  is  very  much  curved,  which  in- 
creases the  expenses  of  maintaining  the  parrallelism  of 
the  rails.  The  statement  of  the  cost  of  repairs  and 
maintenance  by  the  directors  of  the  Liverpool  road  is 
very  explicit,  and  continued  for  successive  terms  with 
very  little  variation;  leaving  no  ground  to  misunder- 
stand the  subject.  The  amount  of  business  on  the  Liv- 
erpool has  been  from  three  to  four  limes  as  great,  as  on 
the  Baltimore  for  equal  terms  of  time;  and  the  velocity 
of  travelling  bo'h  with  freight  and  passengers,  has  been 
also  much  greater  on  the  former  than  on  the  latter. — 
In  view  of  all  the  facts  we  have  obtained,  we  are  led  to 
the  conclusion,  that  the  amount  of  business,  and  the 
velocity  of  travelling,  has  a  material  influence  on  the 
question  of  repairs.  In  the  last  report,  the  directors 
of  the  Liverpool  road,  they  allude  to  the  expenses  of 
maintaining  their  road  on  the  Whiston  and  Suilou 
planes,  in  consequence  of  the  high  velocity  which  the 
engines  and  \\iagons  often  obtain  in  their  descent;  and 
propose  to  lay  heavier  rails  to  guard  against  this  incon- 
venience.  In  a  report  recently  made  to  the  directors 
of  the  London  and  Birmingham  rail  way,  by  R.  Steph- 
enson, (late  engineer  of  the  Liverpool  road,)  on  the 
propriety  of  adopting  the  undulating  plan;  he  urgei,  as 
an  objection  of  this  plan,  the  injurious  tendency  of  the 
high  velocities  obtained  in  the  descents  to  the  road  and 
particularly  to  the  locomotive  engine,  as  a  reason  that 
he  considers  conclusive  against  it. 

The  repairs  of  a  rail  road  composed  mostly  of  limber 
will  generally  be  much  less  for  two  or  three  years  after 
it  is  put  into  operation,  than  the  average  for  a  term  often 
or  fifteen  years  Our  experience  is  limited  in  this  branch 
of  the  investigation,  but  from  the  facts  we  have  obtain- 
ed, we  are  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  average  ex- 
pense of  repairs  for  a  road,  designed  lo  accommodate  a 
large  general  trade  requiring  a  high  velocity,  will  not 
be  less  than  that  stated  as  the  average  of  these  roads, 
viz:  §1,040  per  mile  per  annum. 

Transportation  on  RailRoads. 

The  cost  of  transportation  (reduced  to  a  level  ro.td,) 
on  the  Baltimore  road,  we  have  found  to  be  3.05  cents 
per  ton  per  mile,  and  4.07  cents  per  ton  per  mile  on 
the  Liverpool  road.  In  the  former  case,  it  is  done  by 
horse  power,  in  the  latter,  by  locomotive  (except  on 
one  plane,)  steam  power.  The  ratio  of  cost  of  motive 
power  to  the  entii  e  cost  of  transportation  is  for  the  Bal- 
timore rcid  as  4  to  10;  and  for  the  Liverpool  road,  as 
3  to  10.  It,  therefore,  appears,  that  the  Liverpool  road, 
with  10  per  cent  less  ratio  in  cost  ot  motive  power, 
(which  makes  the  motive  power  nearly  equal  on  the 
two  roads,)  cost  one  third  more  for  entire  expenses  of 
transportation.    If  our  accounls  cante  relied  on  as  pre- 
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senling  accurate  results,  it  would  appcir  highly  proba- 
ble the  extra  expenses  in  repairs  anil  management  of 
the  business, Was  incurred  in  consequence  of  the  greater 
speed  maintained.  Some  ab.iteratnt  should  doubtless 
be  made,  for  the  ratio  of  difference  in  expense  of  load- 
ing and  unloadinif,  which,  in  consequence  of  its  being 
shorter,  would  bear  heavier  on  the  Liverpool  r():id,  than 
on  the  Baltimore-  The  accounts  fur  the  Liverpool 
transportation  are  presented  in  much  detail,  and  are  ve- 
ry satisfactory  in  their  character.  Those  for  the  Balti-  | 
more  road  are  not  given  in  as  much  fulness  and  detail, 
but  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  their. iccuracy.  It  fur- 
ther appears,  that  horse  power  is  a  liitlc  more  expen- 
sive for  motive  power,  ;.t  a  low  velocity,  than  locomo- 
tive steam,  at  a  high  velocity,  as  compared  for  the  two 
roads.  But  this  would  not  be  the  case  if  the  power 
was  reversed  for  tlie  two  roads,  as  the  short  ascents  on 
the  Baltimore  road  would  greatly  depress  the  economy 
of  steam  power-  The  aver.agt^  cost  of  transportation  on 
these  two  roads,  when  reduced  to  a  level,  is  3.56  cents 
per  ton  per  mile.  This  allows  no  profit  or  toll;  the  cost 
stated  for  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson  road  is  3  .  5,  and 
for  the  Ilelaware  and  Hudson  Company's  road  is  also 
3-5  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  as  the  nett  cost.  It  may, 
therefore,  be  considered  that  experience  thus  far  has 
settled  the  cost  at  SJ  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  on  a  level 
road. 

It  has  been  shown  in  this  investigation,  that  where 
locomotive  steam  power  is  used,  it  is  important  to  its  1 
economy,  to  have  all  the  inclination  reduced  to  a  uni- 
form angle,  and  the  curves  to  a  uniform  radius,  other- 
wise the  tract'on  that  occurs  on  the  sharpest  curves, 
and  greatest  ascents,  will  determine  the  Io.id  of  ihe  en- 
gine. It  is  obvious  that  the  load  of  the  engine  must 
be  regulated  by  its  ability  to  overcome  the  greatest  re- 
sistance that  occurs  on  the  road  over  which  it  passes, 
unless  extra  power  is  stationed  on  the  line  to  aid  in 
passing  ascents:  the  inconvenience  of  stationary  power 
would  prevent  a  resort  to  this  method,  unless  the  in- 
creased power  required,  was  considerably  greater  than 
was  generally  necessary  on  the  route  travelled.  This 
consideration  is  highly  important  where  a  large  general 
trade  is  to  be  accommodated,  and  accounts  for  Ihe  great 
expense  that  is  often  encountered  to  bring  the  grade  to 
the  most  favorable  standard. 

The  cost  has  been  shown  to  be  3  i  cents  per  ton  per 
mile  on  a  level,  and  as  rail  roads  are  not  often  entirely 
level,  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  a  full  understand- 
ing of  the  subject,  to  present  a  statement,  showing  the 
comparative  economy  in  motive  power,  by  locomotive 
steam  engines  on  roads  of  different  inclinations.  In  the 
calculations,  the  engine  is  assumed  to  weigh  6i  tons 
(13,000  lbs.,)  with  7,000  lbs.  on  its  working  wheels;  ad- 
hesion at  10;  the  weight  of  the  tender  at  7,000  lbs.;  re- 
sistance from  friction  3*5.  The  load  carried  is  exclu- 
sive of  the  tender,  and  fncUides  freight  and  wagons. — 
Two  thirds  of  ihe  gross  load  will  be  tonnage  goods. 
On  a  level  the  gross  load  will  be,  75.29  tons. 

On  a  road  or  section  having  an  ascent  of 

10  feet  per  mile,  49.53 

On  a  road  or  section  having  an  ascent  of 

20  feet  per  mile,  37.35 

On  a  road  or  section  having  an  ascent  of 

30  feet  per  mile,  27.24 

On  a  road  or  section  having  an  ascent  of 

40  feet  per  mile,  20.22 

On  a  read  or  section  having  an  ascent  of 

50  feet  per  mile,  17.04 

On  a  road  or  section  having  an  ascent  of 

60  feet  per  mile,  13.92 

On  a  road  or  section  having  an  ascent  of 

70  feet  per  mile,  11.31 

In  the  load  on  a  level,  we  have  SO  tons  exclusive  of 
■wagons,  taking  the  cost  of  motive  power  at  40  percent 
of  the  entire  cost  of  transportation;  the  total  cost  on  the 
level  being  3.5  cents. 


The  total  cost  on  an  ascent  of  10  feet  per 

mile  is  per  ton,  4-20  els. 

The  total  cost  on  an  ascent  of  20  feet  per. 

mile  is  per  ton,  4.9O 

The  total  cost  on  an  ascent  of  30  feet  jicr 

mile  is  per  ton,  5.95 

The  total  cost  on  .an  ascent  of  40  feet  per 

mile  is  per  ton,  7.28 

The  total  cost  on  an  .ascent  of  50  feet  per 

mi'e  isper  ton,  8,19 

The  total  cost  on  an  ascent  of  GO  feet  per 

mile  is  per  ton,  9.  G6 

The  total  cost  on  an  ascent  of  70  feet  per 

mile  is  per  ton,  1 1.41 

There  are  engines  of  a  larger  size  than  the  one  as- 
sumed; but  it  is  the  most  approved  at  this  time,  in  re- 
ference to  the  weight  of  engine,  and  the  weight  of  the 
working  wheels.  I  his  however  is  unimportant,  as  Ihe 
comparison  will  not  be  at  all  affected  by  varying  the 
power  of  the  engine-  the  ratio  between  a  level  and  the 
ascents  will  remain  the  same  notwithstanding. 
{To  be  concluded  ) 


Reading,  March  31,  1835. 
To  ihe  Editor  of  the  Commercial  Herald. 

As  you  have  turned  your  attention  and  thai  of  the 
Public,  through  the  medium  of  your  valuable  paper  to 
the  internal  improvements  of  the  Siate,  I  now  send  you 
the  original  MSS.  of  the  proceedings  of  the  first  meet- 
ing held  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill- III  1813  when  that  meeting  was  held,  the  preju- 
dices of  the  people  through  this  section  of  country  were 
absolutely  insurmountable — Canals  through  a  farm,  the 
Schuylkill  da'm'd  up,  descending  trade  during  high 
water  obstructed,  seemed  to  nerve  every  heart  to  de- 
termined opposition,  and  it  was  in  vain  that  the  enlight- 
ened amongst  us,  endeavoured  to  allay  this  feeling  of 
hostility- 

The  forbearance  and  prudence  of  ihe  Schuylkill  Na- 
vigation Company,  together  with  the  large  sums  of 
money  disbursed  along  the  line,  eventually  in  a  great 
measure  neutralized  those  angry  opponents  to  themea- 

The  opinions  then  entertained  by  this  meeting,  show 
how  very  far  they  were  from  foreseeing  the  immense 
advantages  of  that  improvement.  When  speaking  of 
the  use  of  Coal,  they  say  the  Coul  mines  will  afford 
cheerful  and  comfortable  fires  to  the  citizens  of  Head- 
ing, Philadelphia  and  perhaps  New  York. 

It  may  well  be  said,  improvements  in  this  country  are 
so  rapid  that  before  their  advantages  can  be  anticipat- 
ed, they  are  enjoyed- 
NAVIGATION  OF  THE  RIVER  SCHUYLKILL- 

At  a  numerous  asijemblage  of  the  citizens  of  Schuyl- 
kill County,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  A.  Reifschnider  in 
Orwigsburg,  on  Tuesday  tlie  13tli  of  December,  pur- 
suant to  public  notice.  Dr.  J-  M'Farland  was  appointed 
Chairman,  and  George  Dreibelbis,  Secretary  of  the 
meeting. 

In  an  appropriate  address  from  the  Chair,  the  objects 
of  the  meeting  were  distinctly  exl.ibited,  and  after  a 
fair  discussion  and  mature  deliberation  on  them,  the 
following  resolutions  offered  by  James  B.  Hubley,were 
ascertained  to  convey  the  united  sentiments  of  all  pre- 
sent, and  received  their  unanimous  approbation. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  feel  a  lively  interest  in 
the  measures  adopted  by  their  fellow  citizens  in  the 
lower  counties  and  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Schuylkill. 

That  every  project  which  Is  intended  to  supply  our 
countrymen  with  articles  before  of  foreign  importaiion, 
is  calculated  to  strengthen  our  Independence  and  oughl 
to;  and  we  are  persuaded  will  be  attentively  listened  to 
by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 
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That  at  a  period  when  our  foeigii  commerce  is  de- 
stroyeJ  and  the  capital  employed  in  it,  may  be  advan- 
tageously turned  to  Domestic  Trade,  all  Internal  navi- 
gation will  be  careFully  encouraged,  and  when  such 
navigation  will  effect  an  interchange  of  products  of 
great  necessity  as  well  as  of  comfort,  it  will  merit  a  li- 
beral patronage  from  our  Stale  Government. 

That  the  opening  of  the  Schuylkill  up  to  Mill  Creek, 
or  even  higher,  is  an  undertaking  so  clearly  practica- 
ble, and  so  highly  beneficial  to  private  as  well  as  the 
public  interest  of  the  state,  that  should  even  the  period 
of  its  accomplishment  be  unhappily  prolonged,  it  must 
eventually  ariivCj  and  none  can  be  more  favorable  than 
the  present. 

That  should  this  river  be  rendered  navigable  it  re- 
quires no  efforts  of  imagination  to  perceive  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  interior  of  the  state  of  New  York,  borne 
along  its  channels:  and  the  products  of  this  county, 
findingtheir  way  into  the  capital  of  that  State. 

The  Plaister  from  Onondago  and  the  borders  of  the 
Cayuga,  will  be  seen  like  the  fertilizing  Nile,  produc- 
ing abundance  in  our  soil. 

The  Wheat  trade  which  hitherto  has  been  enjoyed 
but  partially,  and  at  seasons  will  become  a  constant 
source  of  wealth  to  our  citizens:  perhaps  even  the  salt 
which  is  manufactured  in  the  central  part  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  may  afford  us  supplies  in  limes  of  scarci- 
ty: above  all  our  extensive  coal  mines,  whilst  they  will 
afford  cheerful  and  comfortable  fires  to  the  citizens  of 
Reading,  Philadelphia  and  perhaps  New  York,  will  to- 
gether with  our  lumber  and  iron  become  inexhaustible 
sources  of  prospei-ity  to  the  inhabitants  of  Scliuylkill 
county. 

Resolved,  Therefore,  That  we  will  cordially  coope- 
rate  with  our  fellow  citizens  of  Berks,  Montgomery  and 
Philadelpliia,  in  endeavouring  to  procure  the  passage 
of  a  law  to  ensure  the  success  of  this  useful  undertak- 
ing, on  such  principles  as  will  best  accord  with  the  in- 
terests of  this  county  as  well  as  the  public  utility. 

Resolved,  That  to  effect  this  interesting  object  the 
following  persons  be  a  Committee  of  Superintendance, 
viz:  Dr.  J.  M'Farland,  George  Dreihelbis,  John  Putt, 
D-  Graeff,  J.  Krebs,  Jer.  Reed,  J.  Hughes,  Theo. 
Hughes,  A.  Reifschneider,  J.  Kepner,  W.  Green,  G. 
Rahn,  J.  Old,  D.  Yost,  B.  Kepner,  J.  Huntringer,  H. 
Boyer,  H.  Hesser,  A.  Fertig,  J.  Hoch,  C.  Kerchner, 
C.  Wagner,  G.  Orwig,  Jac.   Reed,  D.  Focht. 

Resolved,  That  this  Committee  be  requested  to  cir- 
culate for  signature  such  memorials  to  the  Legislature 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  views  of  this  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  persons  be  a  Commit- 
tee of  mission  to  wait  on  the  members  of  our  Legisla- 
ture at  their  present  session,  and  to  request  the  passage 
of  such  a  law,  as  is  above  contemplated,  viz:  Dr.  James 
McKarland,  John  Pott,  John  Hughes  and  George 
Dreibelbis  and  that  they  be  also  a  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence to  communicate  with  such  other  committees 
as  may  be  appointed  on  the  subject. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
signed  by  the  Chairman,  attested  by  the  Secretary,  and 
published  in  the  Reading  papers,  and  Editors  of  other 
papers  who  are  favorable  to  the  project  are  also  re- 
quested to  give  them  an  insertion. 

JAMES  McFARLAND,  Chairman. 
Attest  by 

Geouge  Dreibelbis,  Sec'ry. 

In  Vol.  II.  of  the  Register,  page  118,  will  be  found 
a  memorial  presented  to  the  Legislature  in  1791 — by 
"  The  Society  for  promoting  the  improvement  of  Road 
ANB  Island  Navigation," — furnishing  estimates  for 
different  routes,  by  clearing  the  navigation  of  certain 
waters.  In  this  the  "  estimate  of  the  expense  of  clear- 
ing the  navigation  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg,"  by 
the  Schuylkill,  TuIpehocken.Quitipahilla,  a  canal  of  15 


miles  to  Swatara,  by  this  last  to  Susquehanna,  Juniata 
to  Huntingdon  and  Poplar  run,  then  a  portage  to  Ca- 
noe place  on  Coneniaugh  of  18  miles,  then  downCone- 
mangh  to  the  mouth  of  Stoney  creek,  then  down  Con- 
emaugh  and  Kiskeminetas  to  the  Allegheny  River  and 
down  to  Pittsburg,  in  all,  426  miles,)  was  only 
£40,116  2  0.  From^  tide  water  on  the  Schuylkill  to 
Reading,  the  estimate  by  David  Rittenhouseand  others, 
was  £1,147  0  0.  Other  routes  and  estimates  for  con- 
necting the  waters  of  the  State  with  those  of  New  York 
will  be  found  in  the  same  article.  The  whole  is  a  cu- 
rious document,  and  will  prove  interesting,  as  exhibit- 
ing the  enlarged  views  of  the  Society  at  that  early  day, 
on  the  subject  of  improvement,  although  a  differentand 
much  more  expensive  system  has  been  adopted. 


MESSAGE  OF  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Extract  of  a  letter,  dated 

Hakbisbubg,  March  21,  1835. 
Dear  Sir, — Accompanying  I  send  you  the  copy  of  a 
Message  received  to  day  from  the  Governor.  1  he  sub- 
ject of  it  appears  to  me  to  be  one  of  high  importance 
to  the  commerce  of  Philadelphia.  The  effect  of  the 
improvement  will  be  to  tap  the  commerceof  New  York 
— even  that  which  passes  over  the  Public  Improve- 
ments now  made  and  her  new  rail  road  along  the  Penn- 
sylvania Line  to  the  Lake  when  made. 
lo  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Fennsi/lvania. 
Gentlemen. — I  have  received  from  the  Secretary  of 
I  the  War  Department,  several  communications  growing 
]  out  of  a  Hesolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
,  the  United  States  of  the  23d  of  January  last,  "  directing 
\  him  to  forward  copies  of  the  Report  and  Profile  of 
Major  Bache's  survey  of  a  route  of  a  rail  road  from  Wil- 
liamsport  in  Pennsylvania  to  Elmira  in  the  State  of  New 
York;*  to  the  Governors  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
'  with  the  request  that  they  lay  the  same  before  the 
Legislatures  of  their  respective  states,"  copies  of  which, 
together  with  the  documents  accompanymg  the  same 
I  will  be  laid  before  you.  The  importance  of  the  con- 
templated improvement,  and  the  advantages  which 
I  must  result  from  its  completion,  to  the  citizens  of  those 
portions  of  the  respective  States  through  which  it  will 
'  pass,  as  well  as  to  the  respective  States,  are  made  so 
I  manifest  by  the  accompanying  documents  that  any  at- 
tempt on  my  part  to  enlarge  upon  them,  would  be  en- 
tirely superfluous.  I  shall  content  myself,  therefore 
with  a  single  remark,  that  the  practicability  of  the  en- 
terprise will  be  found,  by  an  examination  of  the  survey 
I  and  report  of  Major  Bache,  to  be  unquestionable,  and 
!  that  the  commerce  it  would  open  between  the  two 
States  if  completed,  and  the  transportation  it  would  in- 
vite in  the  interchange  of  the  coal  and  iron  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  plaster  and  salt  of  New  York,  inde- 
pendently of  the  carriage  of  other  products  of  the  re- 
spective States  upon  it,  would,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve, more  than  justify  its  construction. 

The  papers  and  documents,  however,  are   transmit- 
ted to  the  General  Assembly  for  their  examination  and 
candid  and  impartial  consideration.    GEO-    WOLF. 
Habhisburk,  March  21,  1835. 


*  For   some   documents  in  relation  to  this  road,  see 
Register  Vol.  ix.  pp.  18,  89,  Vol.  x.  p.  246. 
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INSTRUCTION  OF  THE  BLIND. 

Second  Annual  Report  nf  the  Managers  of  Pennsylvania 
Institution  fur  the  Instruction  nf  the  Blind.     Located 
in  Philadelphia.     March  2,  1835. 
The  Board  of  Managers,   in  presenting  to  ike  contri- 
butors their  Second  Annual  Report,  have  the  happiness 
to  assure  them  of  the  continued  success  of  the  under- 
taking— of  the   rapid  advancement  of    the    pupils  in 
learning,  in  the  mechanical  arts,  and  in  music — of  the 
excellent  moral  discipline  which  lus  been  preserved — 
and  of  the  health  and  happiness   wliith  liave  been  en- 
joyed in  the  Institutioji,    under  the  vigilant  and  affec- 
tionate care  of  its  Principal  and  Matron- 
Eleven  pupils  have  been  admitted  during  the  year;^ 
one   left  the   Institutinn   in  bad  healtli,  and  soon  after- 
wards  died  at   his   home.     We   have  now   twenty-one 
under  our  care,  of  whom  nine  are  females.     Eighteen 
are     from    within    this    state,    one     from    the    State 
of  Delaware,   one  from  Virginia,  and  one  from  South 
Carolina. 

Since  the  first  Report,  the  Board  have  secured  the 
services  of  Mr.  J.  B.  Stout,  as  Assistant  Teacher  in  the 
English  branches;  of  Mr.  A.  Sclmiitz,  as  Instructor  of 
Music;  and  of  John  Roxbury,  a  blind  man  from  the 
Edinburg  sdiool,  as  Teacher  of  the  mechanical  arts  — 
The  Board  are  happy  to  concur  with  Mr.  Friedlander, 
in  expressing  their  entire  satisfaction  with  the  manner 
in  which  the  various  departments  have  been  filled. 

The  Annual  Examination  on  the  23d  of  December, 
and  a  Concert  on  the  19lh  of  February  last,  gave  evi- 
dence of  the  improvement  of  ihe  pupils  in  the  English 
branches  and  in  music.  The  German  language  is  now 
taught;  and  it  is  expected  that  a  course  of  Mathemati- 
cal studies  will  soon  be  commenced.  But.  as  the  great 
maj'irity  of  the  pupils  aie  poor,  and  dependent  for 
their  maintenance  and  educaiion  upon  charity,  It  is 
particularly  desirable  that  they  should  carry  with  them 
from  the  Institution,  the  means  of  supporting  them- 
selves hereafter-  It  is  therefore,  very  satisfactory  to 
state,  that  several  handicraft  arts  have  been  added  to 
those  formerly  taught;  and  the  baskets,  mattresses, 
door-mats,  rugs  and  twine,  made-in  the  institution;  are 
such  as  would  command  a  ready  sale;  that  several 
of  the  girls  knit  and  sew  with  great  neatness;  and 
that  some  other  handicrafts  will  soon  be  introduced. — 
Want  of  room  for  workshops,  necessarily  limits 
tlie  operations  of  the  pupils  in  the  handicraft  depart- 
ments. 

lo  call  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  State 
to  the  subject  ot  the  Blind,  and  to  announce  to  the 
afflicted  in  all  districts,  the  advantages  of  our  Institu- 
tion, the  Board  not  only  sent  its  Circulars,  and  the 
necessary  instructions  for  applicants,  into  all  the  coun- 
ties; but  induced  the  Principal,  with  one  of  the  pupils, 
to  make  a  very  extensive  four  during  the  month  of  July 
last.  The  exhibitions  of  the  acquirements  of  our  pupils 
excited  a  lively  interest  in  all  who  witnessed  them;  but 
the  applications  for  admission,  which  were  anticipated 
as  a  consequence,  have  not  been  numerous  from  the 
interior  of  this  State. 

Shortly  after  the  return  of  Mr.   Friedlander,  he  ac- 
cepted (with  the  approbation  of  the  Board)  an  invita- 
tion from  the  citizens  ol  West  Chester;  and  visited  that 
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town,  with  twelvfe  of  the  pupils,  whose  examination 
excited  so  great  an  Interest  throughout  the  county,  that 
committees  were  appointed  in  every  township,  to  make 
collections  for  this  Institution,  which  have  already 
reached  a  considerable  amount. 

A  similar  invitation  was  received  from  the  citizens  of 
Wilmington,  in  the  month  of  September  last,  and  ac- 
cepted; when  the  services  of  many  benevolent  persons 
were  enlisted  in  our  cause:  and  on  iheir  solicitation  and 
assurance,  that  an  application  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Delaware  would  meet  with  success,  if  present- 
ed by  the  Manigers,  in  company  with  their  pupils, 
Messrs,  Fraley  and  Snider,  with  the  Principal  and  eight 
of  the  pupils,  went  to  Dover  on  tlie  month  of  January 
last.  The  exhibitions  made  before  the  Legislature, 
were  highly  satisfactory  to  them;  and  they  have  since 
made  an  appropriation  for  the  support  of  several  indi- 
gent pupils  from  their  State.  Exhibitions  were  also 
made  before  large  audiences  at  Wilmington  and 
Smyrna;  and  much  kindness,  hospitality,  and  liberality 
from  the  citizens  of  Delaware,  were  received  during 
this  visit,  which  the  Board  have  great  pleasure  in  ac- 
knowledging. 

After  tills  visit  to  Delaware,  Messrs.  Dunn  and  Rich- 
ards, with  the  Principal,  exhibited  the  proficiency  of 
seven  pupils;  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey;  who,  it 
is  hoped,  will  be  induced  to  secure  by  a  handsome  ap- 
j  propriation,  the  benefits  of  this  Institution  for  the  indi- 
Igent  Blind  of  that  State.       '  , 

In  April  last,  the  Institution  was  removed  into  Thir- 
teenth street,  where  two  houses,  tvith  intermediate  lots, 
'were  taken  on  rent  In  these  houses,  the  present: 
number  of  pupils  are  comfortably  accommodated;  but 
'  a  few  nii'i-e  only  can  be  received;  and  space  is  much 
I  needed  for  the  various  manufactures.  The  members 
'  of  the  Board  have  therefore  been  very  active  in  the 
'  endeavor  to  raise  by  contributions,  the  sum  of  20,000 
i  Dollars,  upon  which  depends  the  grant  of  10,000 
,  Dollars  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  a  building. 
j  When  this  sum  is  secured,  a  lot  will  be  purchased, 
and  an  edifice  commenced;  it  being  of  great  impor- 
tance to  relieve  the  Institution  from  the  burthen  of  rent, 
'  and  to  provide  accommodations  for  a  much  larger  num- 
ber of  pupils.  For  although  the  .allowance  from  this 
State,  of  160  Dollars  for  each  indigent  pupil,  does  not 
pay  one-half  of  the  expenses  of  20  children,  and  if 
even  the  number  were  increased  to  40,  would  not  be 
:  nearly  sufficient;  yet  proportionably,  the  expenditures. 
I  would  be  very  much  reduced:  and,  independently  of 
'  other  motives  to  extend  the  charity,  it  is  mtjch  more 
for  our  interest. 

1  An  application  will  be  made  to  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  for  an  increase  of  the  allowance  per  pupil; 
and,  should  they  augment  it  to  200  Dollars  per  annum, 
we  might  securely  depend  upon  the  charity  of  our 
fellow  citizens,  to  supply  what  else  may  be  Wanting; 
and  regard  the  permanence  of  the  Institution  as  assur- 
i  ed.  At  present,  its  income,  (as  will  be  seen  m  the 
accounts  of  the  Tre.^surer,  herewith  submitted)  is  far 
'  below  its  outlay;  and,  although  all  the  economy  in  the 
power  of  the  Board,  consistent  with  tie  comfort  and 
adi  anlage  of  the  pupils,  has  been  practised,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  encroach  greatly  on  the  ten  thou- 
i  sand  dollars  granted  by  the  State,  which  it  was  hoped. 
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might  have  been   in   part    added  to  the  permanent 
fund. 

That  our  expenditures  have  been  so  great,  will  per- 
haps excite  surprise  in  those  acquainted  only  with  the 
economy  of  other  institutions  of  education;  but,  it  must 
be  recollected,  that  none  of  the  ordinary  apparatus  of 
instruction,  can  be  used  by  us:  neither  the  shite  nor 
black  board,  no  common  map  or  printed  book;  that  the 
books,  maps,  and  music  sheets,  with  raised  characters — 
the  tables  for  calculating  and  writing — llie  musical 
instruments — the  machines  ind  materials  for  manufac- 
tures, are  all  costly,  and  the  Blind,  from  their  peculiar 
privation,  require  both  more  attendants  and  more  in 
struction,  than  any  other  children. 

To  increase  a  permanent  fund,  yielding  interest,  and 
to  extend  the  number  of  annual  subscribers,  wdl  be 
incumbent  upon  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the  ensuing 
year;  and  an  appeal  is  confidently  made  to  the  bene- 
volent, to  further  this  effort,  v^hich  the  interest  already 
excited  in  this  community,  by  our  Institution,  authorizes 
us  to  hope. 

Already,  by  this  charity,  have  upwards  of  twenty 
children  been  raised  from  a  state  cf  helplessness, 
gloom  and  degradation;  a  burthen  to  industrious 
parents,  or  with  a  prospect  for  life  of  dependence  on 
public  charity,  they  are  now  receiving  a  means  of 
honest  maintenance.  Deprived  of  all  the  enjoyments 
of  the  best  of  our  senses,  new  soiu'ces  of  ple.isure  have 
been  bestowed — new  channels  of  information  opened 
to  them.  Cut  off  by  their  calamity,  from  the  oidinary 
pursuits  and  associations  of  others,  we  have  raised  them 
to  the  rank  of  their  fellow  men;  and  taken  from  them 
the  stamp  of  inferiority,  which  even  pity  had  inflicted 
on  their  helplessness.  Whether  we  shitll  be  able  to 
continue  this  good  work,  and  extend  it  to  others,  will 
depend  upon  the  liberality  with  which  our  appeal  is 
answered;  and  we  see  no  reason  to  doubt  the  result. 
By  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

WILLIAM  WHITE,  President. 

Jacob  Ssideh,  jr.  Rec.  Sec'ry. 
FHiLABELFaiA,  Mafcli  2,  1835. 


Since  the  foreging  Report  was  submitted  to  the  Con- 
tributors, the  Board  have  received  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Snider,  on  the  subject  of  Printing  for  the 
Blind.  In  the  course  of  last  year,  he  devoted  much 
time  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  printing  the  Gospel, 
according  to  St.  Mark,  for  the  use  of  the  pupils  of  this 
Institution;  and  which  has  been  to  them  a  work  of  great 
utility  and  benefit.  The  whole  expense  for  the  appa- 
ratus and  printing,  was  incurred  by  three  members  of 
the  Board  of  Manager.?,  the  funds  of  the  Institution  not 
being  adequate  to  engage  in  the  work.  Mr.  Snider 
has  liberally  offered,  (provided  funds  can  be  raised 
without  infringing  on  those  of  the  Institution)  to  have 
printed,  the  Gospel,  according  to  St.  John,  tiom  copper 
plates,  in  a  form  more  condensed  and  convenient;  the 
execution  superior  to  any  heretofore  printed,  and  as 
durable  as  that  of  his  former  work;  on  the  following 
terms: — 

"  For  100  copies,  bound  for  use,  and  the  copper 
plates  to  be  delivered  to  the  Institution,  the  sum  of 
$400. — For  any  number  of  copies  over  this  num- 
ber, at  the  rate  of  $2  per  copy: — or,  he  offers  to  have 
any  work  printed,  containing  as  much  matter  as  the 
one  proposed,  in  125  pages,  size  of  8  by  10  inches,  for 
the  same  sum." 

The  Managers  regret,  that  the  necessity  of  applying 
the  funds  to  the  erection  of  buildings,  precludes  their 
engaging  at  present  in  this  important  work.  This  state- 
ment is  made  in  the  hope,  that  those  who  are  greatly 
interested  in  the  further  advancement  of  this  branch  of 
the  education  of  the  Blind,  will  be  induced  to  furnish 
aid  for  the  proposed  undertaking.  A  specimen  of  the 
printing  by  this  muthod  is  annexed;  exhibiting  more 


matter  in  the   same  space,  and  greater  durability  than 
any  books  yet  piinted  for  the  Blind. 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  INSTITUTION, 

For  the  Instruction  nf  the  Blind, 

In  Thirteenth  street,  between  Race  and  Vine  streets, 

Philadelphia. 

Julius  R.  Friedlander,  Principal. 
John  B.  Stout,  Assistant  Teacher. 
Adolph  Sclimitz,  Professor  of  Music  . 
John  Roxbury,  Master  Workman. 
Jinn  Ifichotes,  Matron. 


Names. 
Abraham  Marsh, 
Theodore  Myers, 
William  Gr.iham, 
George  Lafferty, 
William   Hatz, 
Beneiah  Parvin,* 
John  B.  Martindale,* 
Eli  Wieland, 
.lewett  H.  Gray,* 

Richard  Guyn, 

Joseph  Ramsey, 
Philip  Fetterow, 
Sarah  Marsh, 
Mary  Ann  Mallet, 
.Mary  E.  Nuneviller, 
Hannah  Gilliam, 
Hannah  Newborough, 

Cordelia  U.  Snyder;* 
Maria  Lightfoot, 

Sarah  Siegfried, 

Catherine  Smiley, 


IVhere  from. 

Philadelphia  city. 
do 

Mnyamensing,  do. 

Passyunk,  do. 

Lancaster  city. 

New  Castle,  State  of  Dels. 

Charlestown,  S.  C. 

Lancaster  city. 

Harrisonburg,  Rockingham 
county,  Va. 

Southampton,  Bucks  coun- 
ty. Pa. 

Philadelphia  county. 

York  county.  Pa. 

Philadelphia  city. 
Philadelphia  county. 
do 

Franklin  county.  Pa. 

East  Marlbo',Chester  coun- 
ty. Pa. 

Berks  county.  Pa. 

W.    AVhiteland,    Chester 
county.  Pa. 

Monlgomeryville,    Montg'y 
county.  Pa. 

Philadelphia  county. 


RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 
Statement    of  Receipts    and    Expenditures   of  "The 
Pennsylvania   Institution   for  the  Instruction   of  the 
Blind,"  from  M.irch  1st,   1834,  to  March  1st,  1835. 


March  1.  To  Amount  borrowed  from  Per- 
manent Fund,  being  amt. 
of  E.xpenditures  above 
Receipts  for  1833,  as  per 
Treasurer's  account,  g     876 

Invested  in  Penn'a  5  per 
cent.  Stock,  of  Donation 
from    State  of    Pennsyl- 


vania. 

6,400  00 

Paid  for  Furniture,   includ- 

ing  Bedsteads,   Bedding, 

Oil  Cloth,  and  Carpets, 

850  80 

Paid  Bills  for  Dry  Goods, 

208  .35 

Rent  of  houses   occu- 

pied by  Institution, 

789  60 

for  Fuel, 

257  13 

for  hardware,  tin  ware, 

including    Kitchen 

utensils. 

94  89 

'  Not  paid  for  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


1835.  J 


INSTKUCTION  OF  THE    HMND. 


March  1.  To  amount  paid  for 

Hoard  of  Principal,  As- 
sistant Teacliei-,  Mu- 
sic Teacher,  a  Blind 
man  teacher  ol  han- 
dicraft, a  Porter.and 
twenty-one  pupils,to 
this  date;  including' 
washing  and  mend- 
ing for  blind  teacher 
and  pupils,  2, 

Paid  Sal:u-ies  of  Principal, 
Assistant  Teacher,  Music 
Teacher,  blind  Teacher, 
'  and  Porter,  includinpr  sa- 

lary of  the  Principal  from 
March  1st,  1833,  3, 

Paid  for  fixtures  in  school 
room  and  workshop,  for 
erecting  a  Furnace,  (re- 
turned and  credited  in  ac- 
count as  a  donation,) 
Paid  Principal,  fur  expense 
of  a  Journey,  as  per  ac- 
count, $100  00 
do.on  general  ace.  10  00 

Paid  for  Lumber, 
Paid  for  Carpenter's  work, 
desks  and  fixtures  to  the 
school    rooms   and  work 
shop,  and  erecting  work 
shop  in  the  yard. 
Paid  for  Painting, 
Paid  for  Books  and  Station- 
ary, 
Paid  for     Advertising  and 

Printing, 
Paid  for  Bricklaying  in  the 

yard, 
Paid   for  materials  used  in 
the  manufacture  of  arti- 
cles by  the  pupils, 
Paid  for  incidentals,  as  per 

voucliers. 
Amount  of  expenditures  by 
the  Principal,  as  per  his 
account  and  vouchers, viz: 
Paid  for  materials  used  in 
the  various  manufacture 
and  tuition  in  the  Basket 
making,  -  §328  45 

For  apparatus  for  in- 
struction, used  in  school 
room,  and   work   shop,   92  65 

Expen-es  of  Journey 
■with  pupils  thro' Penn' J, 
to  Wilmington  and  Tren- 
ton,and  of  Principal  to  N. 
Y.  and  Boston,  299  52 

For  items  of  clothing, 
for  three  pupils,  16  84 

For  incidentals,  as  per 
account  and  vouchers,     17'2  58 

910  04 
To  balance  in  hands   of 
Principal,   to  Credit  of 
the  Institution,  272  62 


1834.  CR. 

.March  1.  By   donation  received    from   the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  Ex- 
penses, SlO, 
Interest  received  on  $2,500  of 
Permanent  Fund,  invested 
in  1833, 
Sale  of  Pennsylvania  Stock  of 
the  S6,400  invested,  SIOOO 
Premium,       .30 


sept 


20. 


Received  from  the    State  for 
pay      of    individual     pu- 
pils 
Sale    of   Pennsylvania    State 
Stock    of    the    remaining 
5,400  invested,     glOOO  00 
Premium,         27  50 

Interest  on  3,600,  Permanent 
Fund,  and  5,400,  expend, 
do.  to  Aug.  1,  1834, 

Pav  of  Pupils,  not  paid  for  by 
the  State, 

Contributions  from  221  An- 
nual Subscribers,  at  go  00 
each, 

Receipts,  by  the  Principal,  as 
per  account  and  vouchers, 

viz:  Rec'd  for  sales  of  articles 
manufactured  at  the  Inst,  by 
the  pupils,  S527  69 

By  proceeds  of 
several  Concerts  & 
Examinations,  544  97 

Rec'd  of  Tre.asu'r 
for  expenses  of  jour- 
ney thro'  this  State, 
by  order  of  the  Ma- 
gers,  SlOO 

Do.  do.  on  gen- 
eral acct.  10 

-; 110  00 

Sale  this  day  (from  the  re- 
maining §4,400  invested) 
Penn.  5  per  cent.  Stock,  to 
meet  the  exact  amount  due 
the  Expenditure  Fund  at 
this  date,  viz: 

Invested  of  Expendi- 
ture Fund,  g4,400  CO 

March  2,   rem'ng  at 

this  date,  2,337  40 
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000  00 
81  60 

1,030  00 
666  65 


225  00 
296  50 


2,062  60 
Premium,  41  25 


Errors  excepted.     Phllada.  March  2,  1835. 
Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Contributors. 
ISAAC  ELLIOTT, 

Treasurer. 


$17,^76  77 


§17,276  77 


Tbavellixg.— Passengers  are  now  conveyed  the 
whole  distance  between  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia,  m 
a  little  more  than  four  days,  by  a  new  mode  of  trans- 
portation, departing  from  this  city,  they  take  the  rail 
road  to  Columbia,  and  thence  embark  in  handsomely 
furnished  canal  boats,  which  they  only  leave  at  the 
mountains,  crossing  thence  the  rail  road  cars,  and,  at 
the  western  termination,  resuming  the  canal  boats,  and 
proceeding  without  further  interruption  to  Pittsburg. 
The  meals  are  to  be  taken  on  the  bo.ats,  and  the  nights 
spent  in  comfortable  beds,  while  the  boat  is  in  progress. 
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MOUNT  CARBON  RAIL  ROAD  COMPANY. 

In  compliance  with  the  Act  Incorporating  the  "Mount  Carbon  Rail  Road  Company,"  the  following  statement  is 
furnished  to  the  Legislature,  containing  "an  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the  Company,  showing  the  whole 
amount  of  their  Capital  actually  paid  into  the  Funds  of  the  Company,  and  the  amount  of  dividend  declared 
each  year,  or  the  luss  sustained,  as  the  case  may  be." 


To  Capital  Stock  paid  in, 

4o.  subscribed  but  not  paid. 


Debts  due  by  the  Company, 
Tolls.  • 


From  April  19, 
1831,  to  close  of 
the  season. 

The  year  1832, 
do.     1833, 

From  1833  to  Jan 
JO,  1835, 


Transp'd.  on  roid. 
Tons. 


19,677 
57,297 
73,136 


237,7951 


943  64 
4.578  70 
7,066  38 


21,163  90 


Collected. 
D.       C. 


920  45 
i,756  46 


7,084 
9,012 


20,773  18 


Expenses. 
D.     C. 


168  41 

335  26 
436  68 


17  72 


Tolls  uncollected,  .  . 

Amount  of  error  allowed  on  tolls  charged, 
Sundry  errors  in  seitlements. 
Expenses  of  collection  from  April  19,  1831,  to  Dec.  31,  1834. 


810 
3,392  10 
6,618  54 

8,634  82 


19,455  46 

335 

S3  08 

2 

1,317  72 


21,163  90 


42,450 
61,620  21 


19,455  46 
335  16 


CR. 

By  Mount  Carbon  Rail  Road  Expenditures  for  materials  and  construction. 

Interest balance  of  that  account. 

Repairs  of  Road,  1832         ?  1,752  21 

do  do  1833  865  25 

do  do  1834  836  32 

Debts  due  to  the  Company, 

For  unpaid  subscriptions  and  interest  thereon,     . 

Tolls  not  collected,        ..... 

On  other  accounts,  .... 

Cash — Balance  on  hand,  .... 


?I6,034  67 
3,453  78 


J4,538  24 

335  16 

1,351  58 


Dollars. 


123,860 


City  of  Phikdelphia,  SS. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Aldermen   of  the  said  citj',  John   White, 

President  of  the  Mount  Carbon  Rail  Road  Company,  who  being  duly  sworn  doth  depose  and  say 

that  the  above  abstract  is  a  just  ijnd  true  statement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Company  as  they  stand 

on  its  books.  Signed,  JOHN  WHITE. 

Subscribed  before  me  this  February  1835.  Signed,  Jos.  Burden  Aldermen. 


ARRIVAL  FROM  PITTSBURG. 

Yesterday  the  Canal  Boat,  Sarah  Tiers,  belonging 
to  the  Pittsburg  Transportation  Line,  arrived  at  their 
Warehouse  Chestnut  street  wharf,  Schuylkill, 
freighted  with  a  full  cargo  from  Pittsburg;  being 
the  first  arrival  this  season  by  the  Canals  and  Rail 
Eoad.  Com.  Herald. 

IIolLTBATSBBBG,   Pa.    ApHl  1. 

Thirty  six  boats  arrived  at  our  port,  up  to  the  1st 
inst,  and  sixly-fonr  departed. 


STEAM  TOW  BOAT. 

It  affords  us  pleasure  to  state  that  the  Directors 
of  the  Philadelphia  Steam  Tow-boat  Company,  have 
contracted  with  Mr.  John  Vaughan  of  Kensington, 
for  building  one  of  the  boats  for  this  Company,  intended 
to  ply  between  this  city  and  the  Breakwater.  The 
Boat  will  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length," 
breadth  of  beam  twenty-one  feet,  and  depth  of  hold  . 
nine  feet,  to  be  propelled  by  two  engines  each  of 
seventy-five  horse  power. 

Com.  Herald. 
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From  the  National  Gazette. 

THE  CASE  OF  THE  FAYETTE  COUNTY 

LAWYERS. 

Tliis  case,  wliicli  has  created  great  interest,  not 
merely  among  the  members  of  the  legal  profession,  but 
through  the  community  generally,  has  been  lately  de- 
cided by  the  Supi-eme  Court,  after  argument  and  care- 
ful examination.  The  decision  is  one  which  must  give 
give  satisftction  to  the  whole  community.  If  there  be 
a  sacred  right,  it  is  that  which  preserves  to  an  advo 
Gate  his  amplest  privileges  in  a  court  of  justice.  His- 
tory abounds  with  occasions,  where  the  maidy  firmness 
of  the  lawyer  has  been  demanded,  and  successfully 
displayed,  in  opposition  to  power  assumed,  as  well 
within  as  without  the  precincts  of  the  Court.  It  is  true, 
this  right  ought  to  be  carefully  restrained  within  the 
limits  not  of  law  merely,  but  a  just  respect  to  a  judicial 
officer.  Beyond  that  point,  however,  it  ought  not  to 
be  restrained;  on  the  contrary,  it  ought  to  be  preserv- 
ed and  strictly  guaranteed.  The  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  this  intance  does  so;  and  the  principles 
on  which  it  rests,  are  sound,  liberal  and  just. 

The  facts  in  the  case  are  few,  and  so  far  as  is  neces- 
sary to  its  elucidation,  appear  in  the  opinion  delivered 
by  the  Court.  It  was  at  first  proposed  to  make  them 
the  subject  of  legislative  investigation;  but  by  the 
agreement  of  all  parties,  they  were  submitted,  under 
the  authority  of  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  then  in  session  in  this  city.  The  case 
was  argued,  on  behalf  of  the  legal  gentlemen  who  had 
been  removed  from  the  bar,  by  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll 
and  George  M.  Dallas,  Esquires,  and  on  the  part  of 
Judge  Baird,  by  John  Sergeant  and  James  Todd, 
Esquires. 

The  following  opinion  was  delivered  by  the  Chief 
Justice. 

IN  THE  MATTER  OF  AUSTIN  AND  OTHERS. 
An  attorney  at  law  is  an  officer  of  the  Court.  The 
terms  of  the  oaths  exacted  of  him  at  his  admission  to 
the  bar,  prove  him  to  be  so;  "vou  shall  behave  your- 
self in  your  o^ce  of  attorney  wit'hin  the  court,  with  all 
due  fidelity  as  well  to  the  court  as  the  client."  Again: 
it  is  declared  in  the  Constitution— Art.  1.  Sect.  XVHI, 
that  "  no  member  of  Congress  or  other  person  holding 
any  offict  (except  attorney  at  law,  and  in  the  militia) 
Wnder  the  United  States  or  this  Commonwealth,  shall 
be  a  member  of  either  house  (of  the  Legislature)  du- 
ring his  continuance  in  Congress,  or  in  office,"  which 
is  a  direct  constitu.ional  recognition.  And  his  office  is 
an  office  for  life.  Though  recognised  by  the  Constitu- 
tion as  we  have  seen,  it  is  without  limitation  of  duration 
by  the  terms  of  admission  to  it,  by  tlie  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  or  by  any  statute.  The  grant  of  an 
office  without  express  limitition,  at  common  law,  be- 
ing taken  most  strongly  against  the  grantor,  endures 
for  the  life  of  the  grantee;  and  though  this  principle 
has  not  been  applied  to  offices  within  the  grant  ot  the 
executive,  it  must  necessarily  be  applied  to  the  offic.e 
of  attorney,  for  to  subject  the  members  of  the  profes- 
sion to  removal  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court,  would 
leave  them  too  small  a  share  of  the  independence  ne- 
cessary to  the  duties  they  are  called  to  perform  to 
their  cUents,  and  to  the  public.  As  a  class,  they  are 
supposed  to  be,  and  in  fact  have  aljvays  been,  the  vin- 
dicators of  individual  rights,  and  the  fearless  asserters 
of  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  existing  where  alone 
they  can  exist,  in  a  government,  not  of  parties  or  men, 
but  of  laws — on  the  other  hand  to  declare  them  Irres- 
ponsible to  any  power  butpublic  opinion, and  their  con- 
sciences would  be  incompatible  with  free  government. 
Individuals  of  the  class,  may,  and  sometimes  do,  forfeit 
their  professional  franchise  by  abusing  it;  and  a  power 
to  exact  a  forfeiture  must  be  lodged  somewhere.   Such 


a  power  is  indispensable  to  protect  the  court,  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  and  themselves.  Abuses  must 
necsssarily  creep  in;  and  having  a  deep  stake  in  the 
char.acter  of  their  profession, they  are  vitally  cimcerncd 
in  preventing  it  from  being  sullied  by  the  misconduct 
of  unworthy  members.  No  class  of  the  community  is 
more  dependent  on  its  reputation  for  honor  and  integ- 
rity. It  is  indispensible  to  the  purposes  of  its  creation 
to  assign  it  a  high  and  honorable  standing:  but  to  put 
it  above  the  Judiciary,  whose  official  tenure  is  good  be- 
h.aviour,  and  whose  members  are  removable  from  of- 
I  fice,  by  the  Legislature,  would  render  it  intractable, 
'  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  to  assign  it  an  equ:d  share 
of  independence.  In  the  absence  of  specific  provision 
to  the  contrary,  the  power  of  removal  is,  from  its  na- 
ture, correlative  to  the  power  of  appointment,  and  it  is 
consequently  the  business  of  the  judges  to  deal  with 
delinquent  members  of  the  bar,  and  withdraw  their  far 
culties  when  they  are  incorrigible. 

But  the  end  to  be  attained  by  removal,  is  not  pun- 
ishment, but  protection;  as  punishment,  it  would  be  un- 
reasonably severe,  for  those  cases  in  which  the  end  is 
reclamation  and  not  destruction,  and  for  which  repri- 
mand, suspension, fine  or  imprisoment  seem  to  be  more 
adequate  instruments  of  corn  ction:  forexpulsion  from 
the  bar,  blasts  all  prospects  of  prosperity  to  come,  and 
mars  the  fruit  expected,  from  the  training  of  a  lifetime. 
For  this  reason,  the  statute  to  regulate  attachment  and 
summary  punishment  for  contempts,  seems  to  be  inap- 
plicable to  this  class  of  cases.  Expulsion  may  be  pro- 
per.where  there  has  been  no  contempt  at  all,  as  in  the 
case  of  brut.ality,  drunkenness  and  the  whole  ciicle  of 
infamous  crimes.  It  is  one  thing  to  remove  from  of- 
fice, for  unfitness,  and  another  to  punish  for  contempt. 
In  fact,  the  court  may  have  recourse  to  both  together, 
and  there  is  no  re:ison,  therefore,  why  it  should  not  be 
at  liberty  to  proceed  on  the  ground  of  unfitness,  and 
waive  the  contempt.  It  is  not  doubted  that  any  breach 
of  the  official  oatli  is  a  valid  cause,  for  proceeding  for 
the  former;  for  the  man  who  deliberately  violates  the 
sanctions  ofa  lawful  oath,  proves  himself  to  be  unwor 
thy  of  further  confidence;  society  has  no  other  hold 
upon  him.  The  most  insignificant  breach  of  the  fidel- 
ity enjoined,  may  therefore,  be  visited  with  this  mea- 
sure. But  It  is  supposed  that  as  this  fidelity  is  exact- 
ed by  the  terms  of  the  oath,  but  "in  the  office  of  at- 
torney," and  "  within  the  court,"  the  act  which  oay 
violate  it,  must  be  done  in  the  face  of  the  court.  The 
oath  undoubtedly  looks  to  nothing  like  allegiance  to 
the  person  of  the  judge,  unless  in  those  cases  where 
his  person  is  so  inseparable  from  his  office,  that  aji  in- 
sult to  the  one,  is  an  indignity  to  the  other.  In  mat, 
ters  collateral  to  official  duty,  the  judge  is  on  a  level 
with  the  members  of  the  bar  as  he  is  with  his  fellow 
citizens,  his  title  to  distinction  and  respect  resting  on 
no  other  foundation  than  his  virtues  and  qualities  as  a 
man.  But  it  is  nevertheless,  evident  that  professional 
fidelity  may  be  violated  by  acts,  w  hich  fall  without  the 
line  of  professional  functions,  and  which  may  have  been 
performed  out  of  the  pale  of  the  court.  Sucli  would 
be  the  consequence  of  beating  or  insidting  a  judge  in 
the  street,  for  a  judgment  in  court.  No  one  would  pre- 
tend that  an  attempt  to  control  the  deliberations  of  the 
bench  by  the  apprehension  of  violence,  and  subject 
the  judges  to  the  power  of  those  who  are,  or  ought  to 
be,  "subordinate  to  them,  is  compatible  with  profession- 
al duty,  or  the  judicial  Independence  so  indispensable 
to  the  administration  of  justice.  And  an  enormity  of 
the  sort,  practised,  but  on  a  single  judge,  would  be  an 
offence,  as  much  against  the  court,  which  is  bound  to 
protect  all  its  members,  as  if  it  had  been  repeated  on 
the  person  of  each  of  them,  because  the  consequences 
to  suitors  and  the  public  would  be  the  same,  and  what- 
ever may  be  thought  In  such  a  case,  of  the  power  to 
punKh  for  the  contempt,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
existence  ofa  power  to  strike  tlie  oflending  attorney 
from  the  roll. 
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It  is  equally  obvious  that  an  attempt  to  overawe  the 
bench  by  menace,  challenge,  or  the  employment  of  an 
engine  so  powerful  as  the  press,  is  an  offence  of  the 
same  stamp,  the  difference  being  but  in  the  means  of 
committing  it.  It  may  be  saiJ  ihe  judge  is  bound  lo  de- 
spise considerations  of  danger  or  annoyance,  and  do  his 
duly  manfully  without  regard  to  consequences.  The 
law  however  deals  differently  with  human  infirmity  and 
pnivides  for  the  influence  of  those  hopes  and  fears 
which  are  in   a  greater  or  less  degree  inseparable  from 


our  nature.     Moral 


courage. 


certainly  a  necess.ary  qualification  for  the  bench;  but 
physical  courage  is  no  more  a  qualification. than  animal 
strength  or  prowess  in  fighting.  The  enormity  of  break- 
ing the  peace  by  assaulling  its  official  conservators 
which  might  be  Miflicient  evidence  of  professional  dis- 
qualification, wilhout  recourse  to  the  purpose  to  be 
gained  by  it  would  be  wanting  in  the  case  of  a  libel, un- 
less it  were  a  very  gross  one,  and  therefore  the  motive 
should  be  clearly  shown  to  have  been  the  acquirement 
of  an  influence  over  the  judge  in  the  exercise  of  his 
judicial  functions  by  the  instrumentality  of  popular 
prejudice.  Does  the  existence  of  professional  respon- 
sibility for  libel,  when  thus  limited  and  guarded, 
infringe  on  the  liberty  of  the  press?  The  conduct  of  a 
judge,  like  that  of  every  other  functionary,  is  a  legiti- 
mate subject  of  scrutiny,  and  where  the  pijblic  good  is 
the  aim,  such  scrutiny  is  as  open  to  an  attorney  of  his 
court  as  to  any  other  citizen.  It  is  the  prostitution  of 
It  to  inipure  purposes,  that  can  bring  him  into  collision 
with  his  professional  fidelity — even  a  battery  might  be 
committed  by  an  attorney  on  a  judge  consistently 
with  the  oflSoial  relation,  if  provoked  in  matters  of  so- 
cial intercourse.  It  is  the  motive  that  makes  an  inva- 
si.moflhe  judge's  rights  a  breach  of  professional  fi- 
delity; from  which  he  is  to  be  protected  for  the  sake 
of  the  public  and  the  suitors  of  his  court,  not  for  his 
own.  Toim[iair  the  general  confi  lence  in  the  purity 
and  efliciency  of  the  administration  of  distributive  jus- 
tice, is  a  vital  injiirv  to  it;  and  the  attorney  who  abuses 
the  public  credulity  wi'h  a  view  to  that  effect,  cannot 
complain  if  the  faculties  from  which  his  capacity  for 
mischief  is  mainly  derived,  be  taken  away  from  him  — 
"Hie  sum  of  tiie  matter  is,  that  an  attorneV  at  law  holds 
his  nflice  during  good  behaviour,  and  that  he  is  not 
profcKsionally  answerable  for  a  scrutiny  into  the  oflicial 
conduct  (jf  the  judgts,  which  would  not  expose  him  to 
legal  animadveision  as  a  citizen.  Such  being  the  prin- 
ciple, it  is  necessary  to  ascertain  the  form  anil  pressure 
of  the  case,  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied.  The  ground 
ol  disrespect  laid  by  the  President  of  the  Common 
Fleas,  is  the  letter  sent  to  liim  by  the  respondents  — 
The  rule  to  show  cause  was  laid'without  specification 
of  cause  for  expulsion,  except  that  this  letter  was  then 
put  on  the  record,  and  undoubtedly  as  containing  the 
matter  to  which  they  were  required  to  respond.  It 
was  only  when  toM  that  the  publication  of  the  corres- 
pondence would  be  inslstrd  on  as  a  separate  charge, 
that  they  put  in  a  supplementary  answer  to  it,  and 
having  been  treated  as  such  there,'  it  must  be  treated  as 
such  here. 

Rut  nothing  was  s.Vid  of  the  prefatory  mailer  which 
introduced  tlie  correspondence  to  the  public;  nor  was 
the  newspaper  which  contains  it  even  filed.  It  is 
doubtful  therefore  whether  it  can  be  treated  as  a  part 
of  the  case.  For  myself  1  should  say  it  cannot.  The 
additional  matter  put  upon  the  record  by  the  respon- 
dents, consists  of  two  letters  addressed  to  them  bv  the 
President,  the  first  being  that  wdiich  elicited  the  offence 
of  the  respondents,  and  the  second  a  reply  to  it.  The 
case  is  then  made  up  of  these  three  letters,  the  fact  of 
publication;  and  possibly  the  prefatory  remarks  which 
accompani  d  it.  Now  without  taking  into  view  the 
solicitation  of  an  interchange  of  views  contained  in  the 
Fresideni's  first  letter,  the  assertion  that  the  court  had 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  public,  and  the  suggestion  of 
his  retirement  as  the  means  of  restoring  it,   might  be 


deemed  an  impertinence;  but  not  affecting  the  course 
of  his  public  duty,  it  could  not  be  deemed  a  breach  of 
professional  fidelity.  But  looking  lo  the  tertus  of  his 
letter,  we  find  their  expressions  to  be  but  an  echo  of 
his  own.  He  had  spoken  lo  them  of  discipline  relax- 
ed and  disorder  introduced;  of  inadvertent  remarks  in- 
dicative of  contempt  for  his  decisinns.and  calculated  lo 
impress  the  public  mind  unfavorably  to  the  court  and 
hmselfits  organ;  and  of  giving  place  to  a  successnr  who 
might  obtain  their  confidence  and  co-operatiorf.  His  de- 
sign to  do  so,  he  had  spoken  of  as  h.aving  been  yielded 
to  the  advice  of  his  friends,  but  not  as  having  been  re- 
linquished, and  in  conclusion  he  had  solicited  their 
views  in  reference  to  the  future.  These  sentiments 
v.ere  expressed  neither  in  the  words  nor  in  the  connec- 
tion in  which  I  have  arranged  them;  but  it  is  evident 
they  were  considered  in  this  connection  by  the  respon- 
dents in  framing  their  reply. — "  The  public  confi- 
dence," they  said,  "  seems  to  be  ^vithdrawn  alike  from 
Ihe  bar  and  the  court.  Perhaps  your  Honor's  retiring 
from  the  bench,  as  you  have  intimated  a  willingness  to 
do,  and  giving  the  people  power  to  select  another, 
would  be  the  means  of  producing  abetter  state  ef 
things, and  a  more  cordial  co-operation  from  all  sides,  in 
the  dispatch  of  the  business  of  the  court.  This  expres- 
sion of  our  views  is  made  in  candor  and  sincerity,  and 
without  a  wish  to  inspire  one  unpleasant  thought  or 
unkind  feeling,  but  under  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  county 
in  which  we  live,  to  your  honor  and  to  ourselves." — 
Surely  these  expressions  breathe  any  thing  but  con- 
tumely. It  is  alleged  that  a  memorial  presented  to  the 
court  a  few  months  before,  and  signed  by  five  of  the 
eight  respondents,  and  the  remarks  prefixed  to  the 
correspondence  evince  a  difl^erent  state  of  feeling.  To 
a  mind  exasperated  by  a  sense  of  outrage,  it  would  na- 
turally appear  so — but  the  impress  on  would  be  effac- 
ed by  reflection.  The  memorial  being  no  part  of  the 
case,  is  to  be  laid  nut  of  view;  but  we  are  bound  by  a 
sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  occasion,  to  express  no 
less  than  painful  surprise,  to  learn  that  gentlemen 
whose  professional  intercourse  with  us  has  been  supe- 
rior to  all  exception,  have  participated  in  scenes  else- 
where, whose  reminiscences  can  furnish  no  subjects  of 
gratnlatlon  or  sentiments  of  self  respect.  The  remarks 
prefixed  to  the  correspondence,  were  doubtless  writ- 
ten in  an  angry  temper;  but  as  the  contest  had  assumed 
a  character  ofdetermined  hostility,  they  are  not  fairly 
indicative  of  the  temper  that  prevailed  before;  and 
whatever  may  have  been  the  secret  motive  of  the  re- 
spondents,  the  language  of  their  letter  is  bland  and 
respectful. 

The  character  of  the  act  of  publication  depends  on 
the  motive  for  it.  Was  the  object  of  the  respondents 
to  assail  the  reputation  of  the  President,  or  to  defend 
their  own?  I  am  unable  to  understand  why  it  should 
have  been  supposed  the  former;  for  there  is  nothing  in 
the  correspondence  to  disparage  him  as  an  officer  or  a 
man— though  laboring  under  evident,  but  excusable 
excitement',  his  language  was  temperate  and  courteous, 
the  measure  proposed  alone  being  badly  chosen.  The 
oflicef  who  p.arleys  with  resistance  proposes  terms  of 
capitulation.  A  better,  and  the  only  ef?ectual  cure  for 
the  disorders  of  his  court,  would  have  been  a  firm,  but 
temperate  and  equitable  application  (f  authority  to  the 
refractory;  and  the  prompt  expulsion  of  those  who 
braved  it.  Had  the  respondents  been  removed  from 
office  for  actual  insubordination,  their  case  would  have 
been  a  clear,  but  hopeless  one.  But  they  have  ear- 
nestly and  uniformly  protested  that  the  object  of  the 
publication  was  not  to  aff?ct  the  jurlg-e,  but  to  disa- 
buse the  public  mind;  and  professing  this  to  be  their 
motive,  it  seems  to  me  that  in  the  absence  of  evidence 
to  disprove  it,  we  are  bound  to  receive  it  as  the  true 
one.  They  too  acted  from  the  impulse  of  excitement, 
for  which  allowance  is  to  be  made,  believing,  as  they 
say  they  did,  that  Ihe  President  had  implicated  them  in 
the  disgraceful  assault  on  his  person.     But  what  seems 
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to  be  entitled  to  decisive  influence  in  a  legal  view,  is  | 
llie  fiict  that  the  publication  was  made  by  them  nnt  as 
members  of  (he  bar,  but  as  persons  put  upon  their  de- 
fence by  an  intimation  that  they  were  lo  be  dealt  with 
criminally.  In  that  preilicament,  to  intrench  them- 
selves into  popular  prejudice,  may  have  been  wrong  in 
them  as  men;  but  it  certainly  involved  no  dircliciioii  of 
professional  duty.  In  conclusion,  it  appears  that  a 
case  to  justify  the  removal  of  the  respDudents  has  not 
been  made  out;  and  it  is  therefore  considered  that  the 
order  which  made  the  rule  absolute  be  vacated,  and 
the  ride  discharged;  that  ihe  respondents  be  restored 
to  the  bar;  and  that  this  decree  be  certified  to  the  Com- 
mon Hieasof  Fayette  county. 
Decreed  accordingly. 

On  pages  113  to  11"  of  tlie  present  volume,  will  be 
found  the  corrfespondence  betwem  Judge  Baird  and 
the  Attorneys,  and  proceedings  of  Court  in  the  ctse 
decided  in  the  preceding  opinion. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
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rdliam  Morgan, otherwise")       Supreme  Court  of 
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CANALS  AND  RAIL  liOADS  COMPARED. 

(Concluded  from  page  239.) 


We  subjoin  a  table  marked  A,*  cont.iining  the  cost  of 
50  canals  in  Kngland:  this  table  gives  the  name  of 
each  canal,  the  total  cnst  in  pounds  sterlini;,  cost  per 
mile,  length  of  each  canal  in  miles,  lockage  in  feet,  date 
of  completion,  original  cnst  for  each  share,  and  the 
value  and  dividend  ot  each  share  in  1821.  in  Marcli 
1828,  in  November,  1831,  in  1833,  and  on  the  2Ist  of 
October,  1834.  Forty-five  of  these  canals,  being  the 
most  important  in  England,  have  an  aggregate  length 
of  1,464  miles.  We  also  subjoin  a  table  of  the  princi- 
pal rail  wnys,  only  one,  however,  of  th-se  which  arc 
completed  and  in  operation,  (the  Liverpool  and  Man- 
chester,) is  calculated  for  general  trade. 

In  table  B.*  we  give  a  view  if  the  principal  canals 


M  thi 


that  ' 


in  this  counti 

were  able  to  obtain  of  40  canals,  prinripally  in  the 
northern  and  middle  States.  It  has  the  names  of  the 
canals,  the  length  of  the  main  trunk  and  feeders,  depth 
of  water,  width  of  surface,  number  of  locks  their 
length  and  width,  and  the  aggregate  lockage  on  the 
canals  and  feeders,  number  of  dams,  date  of  completion, 
cost  per  mile,  total  cost  and  the  tolls  for  each,  for  the 
years  1833  and  1834. 

The  information  contained  in  the  tables  for  the  canals 
of  this  State,  was  obtained  from  public  records  and 
from  documents  in  the  Comptroller's  office.     That  for 

,  the  Pennsylvania  and  the  othercanals,  weret.iken  prin- 

cucum-  I  cipully  from  the  official  reports,  and  from  information 

'    "'■''*    deriied  from  the  officers  having  charge  of  these  canal 

respectively;    we    have     also     been   assisted    in    the 

■nquiries  by  private  records  and  memorandums  in  our 


HOMINE  IlEPL?; 

J  Reakert,  Keeper 
Arch  Street  prison. 

On  Tuesday,  March  31,  1855,  a  motii 
quash  the  above  writ,   under  the   following 
stances.     The   plaintiff,    a  mulatto,    named 
claimed  to  be  the  slave  of  Mrs.  Richardson,  of  Hartford 
county.    Slate  of   M.aryland,    and  being  arrested,   was 
brought  before  the  Hon.  Judge  Randall,  according  to  !  possession" 
law,  and  after  a  thorough   investigation  of  the  claim,  ;       ., ,      „  .' 
(the  slave   being   there  attended   by   three  attorneys) 
Judge  Randall  was  satisfied  from  the  evidence,  and  on 
Saturday,  .March  23,  at  12  o'clock,  was  about   to  pro- 
nounce such  a  decision,  when  a  request  was  made  that 
the   certificate   authorizing  his  removal  to  the  State  of 
Maryland,  should  not  be  granted  until  5  o'clock  of  the 

same  day.  in  order  that  time  and  opportunity  might  be  .,  i         t,  ^i         • 

afforded"  to  issue  the  above  writ;  the  delay  x4s  granted    ^;;;;^"^f^;/\^'j,7^,';,^'''i:^'^''_''"?''.'''"°""' "/'^i"j''i''". 
and  the  certificate  was  not  issued  till      " 


■Ihe  Erie  canals  extends  from  the  Hudson  liver  at 
Albany  to  Lake  Erie;  is  363  miles  long  and  has  689 
feet  of  hickage;  the  canal  is  40  feet  wide  on  the  sur- 
face, 28  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  and  four  feet  deep. 

The  locks  are  90  feet  long,  between  the  gates,  15  feet 
wide,  and  built  principally  of  lime  stone,  laid  in 
hydraulic  cement,  with  the  front  stone  cut  and  laid 


discharge  of  the  Judge  being  presented,  the  keeper 
of  the  pri-on  refused  to  deliver  the  man,  the  writ  de  \ 
homine  replegiaudo  having,  in  the  meanwhile,  been  j 
served  upon  him. 

The  Supreme  Court  (all  the  Judges  being  present) 
immediately  ordered  the  writ  to  be  quashed,  the  certi-  | 
ficate  of  the  State  Judge  being  conclusive   evidence 
according  to  law,  and 
the  claimant's  constilut 

Counsel  for  claimant— Hc-nry  M.   Phillips,  Esq. 

For  slave — David  Paul  Brown,   Charles  Gilpin,  and 
George  Griscom,  Esq'rs. 


TRADE  OF  THE  WEST. 

The  Commercial  List  of  Saturday  says- 


compared  with  the  distance,  being  but  9-10  feet  of 
lockage  per  mile,  there  are  a  few  places  that  presented 
formidable  difficulties  in  the  construction:  apart  of 
the  distance  between  the  Hudson  and  Schenectady,  the 
rock  excavation  at  Little  Falls  and  the  deep  cutting  in 
the  mountain  ri;'ge  west  of  Lockport. 

The  Champlain  canal   is  the  same  dimensions  as  the 
Erie  canal;  the  locks  are  constructed  in  the  same  man- 
'h\\vri?b''eingrn"derogaTioro*f  I  "!■;', ^'="P'.  "'^^  f.'^  J/^V"']^"''  ^"^  ""^   ''°°'  '"' 
onal  rights  ™"'''^-     ^'"^  '^^""^  '^  ^*  ""''^^  '°"S>  »"^  extends  from 

*     ■'  '  the  junction  9  miles  north  of  Albany  to  Lake  Champlain. 

The  summit  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Fort 
Edward  pond,  and  by  a  navigable  feeder  from  the  Hud- 
son river,  taken  out  above  Glen's  Falls. 

The  Glen's  Fulls  feeder  is  7  miles  long,  and  with  the 
pond,  makes  a  navigation  of  12  miles  in  length;  there 
is  a  descent  of  132  feet  by  13  wood  locks. 

The  Oswego  canal  is  constructed  si.milar  to  the   Erie 
ed  i  canal,  but  has  nearly   one  half  river  navigation.     1  he 
barrel    locks  are  of  the  same  dimensions  and  quality,  except 
one,  which  is  built  of  wood. 

This  canal  extends  from  the  Erie  canal  at  Syracuse 
to  Lake  Ontario. 

The  Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal  is,   with  the  Cayuga 

branch,  23   miles  long,  connects  the  Erie     canal    at 

Montezuma  with    Seneca  lake  at    Geneva,  one  half  of 

which  is  river  navigation.     It  has  11   wood  locks  that 

f  80  feet.     The  dimensions  of 


We  have 
ascertained  that  above  ZanesviUe,  Ohio,  goods  can  be 
brought  to  this  city,  cheaper  than  they  can  b 
to  New  York.  The  cost  of  transportation  oi 
of  Flourfrom  ZanesviUe  to  New  YorkisSl  63,  to  Phil- 
adelphia SI  58;  from  Wheeling  to  this  city  it  is  gl  50. 
By  comparing  the  prices  at  New  Orleans  and  this  city 
during  the  past  year,  it  will  be  seen  that  after  deduct- 
ing all  expenses',  the  advantage  is  more  than  fifty  cents 
per  barrel  in  favor  of  Philadelphia,  as  a  market.  A 
considerable  quantity  of  Flour  from  Wellsville  district 
has  already  been  despatched  by  the  Pennsylvania  canal 
to  this  city.  Large  quantities  of  hams  and  bacon  have 
also  been  shipped  at  Cincinnati  for  this  market;  and  at 
least  6000  hhds.  of  tobacco  will  be  sent  here  from  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio  during  the  coming  season. — Commer. 
Bera'ld. 


*  The  form  and  size  of  these  tables,  forbid  their  in- 
sertion in  the  Register,  in  detail.  A  table  exhibiting  a 
summary  of  them  will  be  found  on  page  250. 
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the  canal   and   locks  are  similai-  to   those  on  the   Erie 

The  Crooked  Lake  canal  is  8  miles  long,  connects 
the  Crooked  and  Seneca  lakes  and  has  269  feet  of 
lockuge,  this,  although  the  locks  are  of  wood,  is  the 
most  expensive  of  the  State  canals;  the  large  expendi- 
ture is  accounted  for  by  the  grejt  elevation  overcome, 
and  by  the  difficnlties  in  construction  in  the  narrow 
rocky  valley  of  the  outlet. 

The  Chemung  canal  extends  from  the  head  of  the 
Seneca  lake  to  the  Chemung  river:  it  is  23  miles  long, 
and  the  summit  is  supplied  by  a  feeder  of  loj  miles  in 
length,  from  the  Chemung  river,  at  the  Chimney  Nar- 
rows in  Steuben  county.  This  canal  and  feeder,  (as  also 
the  Crooked  Lake  canal,)  is  42  feet  wide  on  the  surface, 
26  feet  wide  on  the  bottom,  and  four  feet  deep;  the 
locks  are  of  wood,  connnected  with  the  upper  level  by 
a  wall  of  masonry  at  the  head.  The  length  of  navigation, 
including  2^  miles  of  pond  in  the  Chemung  river  above 
the  feeder  dam,  is  39  miles,  with  a  lockage  of  516  feet, 
and  is  the  cheapest  of  the  State  canals 

The  Erie  canal  cost  g  19, 255  49  per  mile. 

Champlain,  15,520  95 

Oswego,  14,8/9  93         " 

Cayuga  and  Seneca,         10,295  85         " 
Crooked  Lake,  19,597  11         " 

Chenmng,  _    8,504  96         " 

The  aggregate  cost  of  the' six  State  canals,  paid  by 
the  Canal  Commissioners  for  their  construction  up  to 
the  time  when  they  were  completed,  for  the  558  miles 
of  navigation,  is  §9,692,106  68,  being  an  average  cost 
ofS17,36r  57permde. 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal  extends  from  the 
Hudson  river,  near  Kingston,  to  Honesdale  on  the 
Lackawaxen  river,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  This 
canal  is  108  miles  long,  36  feet  wide  on  the  surface  of 
the  water,  and  four  feet  deep.  The  locks  are  76  feet 
long,  nine  feet  wide  in  the  clmmber,  110  in  number  and 
overcome  an  elevation  of  1,073  feet:  60  of  the  locks 
are  of  hammered  stone  masoin-y,  and  50  are  composite, 
of  stone  and  wood. 

There  was  some  formidable  rock  excavation  in  the 

valley    of    the    Delaware    and     Lackawaxen    rivets, 

which    increased      the    expense    of     construction. — 

The  average   cost  of   this  canal  was  $20,665  per  mile. 

rennsylvania  Canak. 

The  Pennsylvania  State  canals  are  divided  mto  nine 
divisions,  and  they  have  an  aggregate  length  of  601J 
miles.  The  main  line  of  these  canals  form  a  communi- 
cation in  connection  with  the  Columbia  and  the  Por- 
tage rail  roads,  between  Phihidelphia  and  Pittsbiu'g. — 
Between  these  places  there  are  282  miles  of  canals  and 
119  miles  of  rail  way. 

The  Delaware  division  extends  from  Bristol  to  Eas- 
ton,  59J  miles;  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna, 
including  the  west  and  north  branch,  there  are  183 
miles  of  canal,  besides  the  Beaver  and  French  creek 
divisions,  west  of  the  mountains,  y  These  State  Canals 
have  1,933  feet  of  lockage,  and  their  total  cost  is 
$13,301,235  60,  or  an  average  of  §22,113  44  per 
itiile. 

Beside  the  State  improvements  there  are  three  im- 
portant canals  in  Pennsylvania  owned  by  corpora- 
tions, viz:  The  Schuylkill,  the  Lehigh,  and  the  Union 
canals. 

■j'he  Schuylkill  canal  extends  from  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia up  the  river  of  thai  name,  108  miles,  to  the 
coal  district.  This  work,  h.as  62  miles  of  can;U  and  46 
miles  of  pools,  formed  by  28  dams  across  the  Schuylkill 
river.  There  are  92  lift  and  28  guard  locks,  and  the 
total  lockage  is  588  feet.  This  canal  was  completed  in 
1825,  and  the  business  upon  it  has  increased  so  rapid- 
ly that  it  has  been  necessary,  and  the  directors  are  now 
constructing  double  locks  to  accommodate  the  trade. 
At  its  completion  (in  1825,)  the  canal  cost  ^16,741  26 
per  mile. 


The  Lehigh  canal  was  constructed  principally  for 
the  transportation  of  coal,  and  extends  from  Mauch 
Chunk  to  Easton  on  the  Delaware  river,  46|  miles — 
This  canal  is  60  feet  wide  on  the  surface  and  5  feet 
deep;  the  locks  are  100  feet  long  (except  4,  which 
are  130,)  and  22  feet  wide  in  the  chamber;  and  its 
lar.ge  dimensions  has,  doubtless,  added  much  to  its 
cost. 

Coal  that  is  brought  from  the  Lehigh  mines  down 
this  canal,  may  be  sent  to  Philadelphia  by  the  Dela- 
ware canal,  or  to  New  York  throagh  the  Morris  or  the 
Delaware  and  Rarltan  canals.  This  canal  cost  g33,610  73 
per  mile. 

The  Union  canal  connects  the  Schuylkill  and  Sus- 
quehanna rivers;  this,  although  a  small  canal,  36  feet 
wide  on  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  4  feet  deep,  has 
been  expensive  in  construction.  Connected  with  this 
canal  is  a  feeder  of  24  miles  in  length,  to  supply  its 
summit  level.  This  feeder  is  navigable,  and  a  rail  road 
of  4  miles  in  length  extends  to  the  coal  mines.  A  large 
expenditure  has  been  incurred  to  construct  reservoirs,- 
3  feeders,  and  for  the  use  of  two  steam  engines,  of  one 
hundred  horse  power  each,  to  supply  the  summit  level 
with  water,  and  for  several  miles  the  sides  and  bottom 
of  the  canal  have  been  planked,  to  prevent  leaks  in 
the  limestone  districts.  This  canal  cost  §18,518  51 
per  mile. 

The  three  canals  have  1,452  feet  of  lockage,  and 
cost  §5,354,151  l3,  and  the  aver.age  cost  of  the  262^ 
miles  is  §20,377  36  per  mile. 

The  State  of  Ohio  completed  their  canal,  from  Lake 
Erie  to  the  Ohio  river,  in  1832,  which,  together  with 
the  Miami  canal  and  feeders,  make  an  aggregate  of 
400  miles  of  navigation.  The  total  amount  of  lockage 
is  1,557  feet;  the  locks,  184  in  number,  are  construct- 
ed of  cut  stone  laid  in  hydraulic  cement;  and  the  total 
cost  of  the  canals  and  appendages,  as  appears  in 
the  Canal  Commissioners  report  of  1833,  is  §4,189,- 
539  64,  or  an  avei-jge  of  §10,473  84  per  mile. 

The  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal  will  form  a  commii. 
nication  from  the  city  of  Washington,  342  miles  irt 
length,  to  Pittsburg.  That  portion  nearly  completed 
and  navigable  extends  from  Tiber  creek,  in  Washing- 
ton city,  109  miles  to  a  point  8  miles  west  of  Williams- 
port.  1  his  canal  varies  from  5  to  7  feet  in  depthf  and 
from  50  to  80  feet  in  width;  the  ascent  is  353  feet, 
overcome  by  44  lift  locks  100  feet  long  by  15  feet  wide 
in  the  clear,  constructed  of  cut  stone  masonry  laid  in 
hydraulic  cement. 

'I'his  canal  is  situated  in  the  valley  of  the  Potbttiac; 
it  is  of  large  dimensions  and  fol-midable  difficulties  have 
been  encountered  in  its  construction.  The  amount 
expended  and  required  to  complete  109  miles  is 
§4,164,732  04,  or  an  average  cost  of  $37,291  12  pei> 
mile. 

There  are  five  canals  in  New  England,  having  an 
a.?gregate  of  170^  miles  in  length,  with  1,363  6-10  feet" 
of  lockage,  constructed  by  private  corporations  at  an 
expense  of  §2,187,000,  or  an  average  of  §12,838  71 
per  mile.  The  Blackstone  canal  between  Worcester 
and  Providence,  of  45  miles  lon,a;-,  has  48  locks  of  ct|t 
granite,  laid  in  cement;  the  other  four  canals  have 
wood  locks. 

Three  of  the  canals  embraced  in  the  tables  are  of 
large  dimensions,  and  were  constructed  of  suitable  ca- 
pacity fur  the  navigation  of  coastitig  vessels.  • 

These  canals  connect  the  great  bays  of  the  Atlantic, 
as  follow.s,  viz:  The  Dismal  Swamp,  between  Albe- 
marle sound  and  the  Chesapeake  bay;  the  Delaware 
and  Chesapeake  canal,  across  the  Peninsula  between' 
those  bays;  and  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  forms  ar 
channel  for  coasting  vessels  between  Philadelphia  and 
New  York.  The  above,  with  a  canal  between' 
Barnstable  and  Buzzard's  bays,  were  originally  design"- 
ed  as  the  four  great  cuts  to  connect  and  form  a  continu-' 
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ous  inland  coasting  navigation  fiom  Boston  Harbor  to 
the  bays  of  North  Carolina.  One  of  these  cunals,  the 
Delaware  and  Chesapeake,  was  attended  with  peculiar 
difficulties  in  its  construction,  but  neither  are  consider- 
ed as  proper  lor  a  standard  of  comparison. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  length,  lockage,  and 
cost  of  some  of  the  principal  canals: 


liepairs  of  Canals. 


Comptroller,  Assem- 
repairs  of 


ItSI.-.c.-c       1 

New  York  State  canals,              .... 

"         Delaware  and  Hudson,     . 
Pennsylvania  Slate  canals,           .... 
Schuylkill,  Lehigh  and  Union, 

Ohio  State  canals 

Chesapeake  and  Ohio  canal,             .... 
New  England  canals 

Canals.                                                  Totals, 

a 
S 

o 

o 

55 

f 

i  |ii||iir 

i 

l-eet. 
2,016i 
1,073 
1,933 
1,452 
1,557 

353 
1,363  6-10 

9,748 

r 
1 

Dolls. 

J?l 7,367  57 
20,665  00 
22,113  44 
20,377  36 
10,473  84 
37,291  12 
12,838  71 

«18,608  41 

3 

Dolls. 

g9,692,106  68 
2,231,820  00 

13,301,235  69 
5,354,15113 
4,189,539  64 
4,164,732  04 
2,189,000  00 

55*1,122,585  18 

1 

•^ 


_  By  the  preceding  table  it  appears  that  27  of  the  prin- 
cipal canals  of  this  country-,  havini'  an  apreresate  lentrth 
of  2.210  miles,  with  9,748  feet  of  lockage,  embracing 
many  difficulties,  and  constructed  in  nine  of  the  United 
States,  in  a  great  variety  of  locations,  have  cost 
$41,122,585  18,  or  an  average  of  $18,608  41  per 
nnle.  ' 
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It  appears  from  the  report  of  th< 
biy   Document,  No.  216,  ot   1S35 

the  Stale  canals,  including  salaries  of  superintendents 
and  lock  lenders,  have  been  for  the  last  year  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

For  the  Erie  canal,  including  14 
miles  of  the  Champlain,  and  the 
sloop  lock  at  Troy,  SS83  78  pr  mile. 

Erie  and  Champlain  canal,  1,005  03     " 

Oswego  canal,  320  63     " 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  401  46     " 

The  "repairs  for  the  last  3  years,  ending  September 
30,  1834,  have  been,  annually, 

For  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canal,     §826  13  pr  mile. 
Oswego  canal,  313  13     " 

Cavuga  and  Seneca  canal,  339  88     " 

And  'for  the  last  6  years,  from  1829  to  1834,  both 
yfars  inclusive,  ending  on  the  30th  September,  the  re- 
pairs have  been  annually. 

For  the  Erie  canal,  §603  76  pr  mile. 

Champlain  canal,  6dl  Ol     '« 

Oswego  canal,  309  19     " 

Cayuga  and  Seneca  canal,  30107     " 

In  the  Document  before  alluded  to,  there  is  a  divi- 
sion of  the  cost  of  repairs  upon  the  Erie  canal, 
stated  separately,  and  the  amou.it  for  the  last 
year  is. 

For  159  miles,  from  BufTalo  to  Mon- 
tezuma, S^^^  *''  p 

73  "  from  Montezuma  to  7 
miles  west  of  Home, 
from  7  miles  west  of 
Rome  to  Albany, 
including  14  mil-es 
on  the  Champlain 
and  tlie  Troy  dam 
and   lock. 


lile. 


660 


145 


i  of  the  Erie  ca 


304  04     " 
1829aver.igedi5493  12 


The  repaii 

per  mile. 

1834         "        883  78 

per  mile. 

Being  an  average  in  the  cost  of  repairs,  of  79  per 
cent. 

The  lockages  at  the  first  lock  west  of  Schcnectadv — 
In  1829  were,  12,619 

In  1834  were,  22,911 

An  increase  of  80  per  cent. 

The  last  results,  as  do  also  the  comparisons  of  for- 
mer years,  indicate  that  the  expense  of  t!ie  repairs  of 
the  Erie  canal  increases  in  nearly  the  same  ratio  as  the 
business. 

The  repairs  on  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal,  for 
the  last  4  years,  ending  Dec.  31,  1834,  was  an  average 
of  S527  per  mile;  and  for  the  year  1833,  including 
the  salary  of  superintendents  and  lock-tenders,  on  the 
Schuylkill  canal,  was  §710  44  per  mile. 

Cost  of  transportation  on  Canak. 

In  this  inquiry  we  have  selected  tlree  canals. that 
have  a  large  amount  of  business  and  those  that  have 
their  prices  well  established. 

The  Erie  canal,  and  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  canal 
in  this  State,  and  the  Schuylkill  in  Pennsylvania.  We 
are  not  able  to  give  the  items  that  compose  the  cost  of 
freighting  upon  canals,  with  the  same  certainty  as  that 
expense  has  been  reported  by  the  Liverpool  and  Man- 
chester, and  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  r:'il  road  compa- 
nies; but  we  as-ume  the  prices,  paid  on  canals,  for 
down  freight,  upon  a;ticles  ot'the  greatest  tonna.sje. 

The  Schuylkill  canal  in  1833,  h.ad  361,054  tons  of 
down  freight,  of  which  250,553  was  coal  from  the 
mines;  and  the  up  freight,  consistins  of  merchandise, 
plaster,  iron  ore,  &c.  amounted  to  84,795  tons.  The. 
price  for  the  transportation  of  coal,  is  one  cent  per  ton 
per  mile,  exclusive  of  tolls. 
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The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  in  1833, 
sent  to  market  from  the  mines,  111,777  ton's  of  coal, 
and  the  merchandise  tip,  amounted  to  9,700  tons.  In 
1834,  the  coal  sent  to  the  Hudson  river,  was  45,000 
tons.  The  established  price  of  transportatiun,  was 
$1  125  per  ton  J  of  2.240  pounds  of  coal  for  108  miles 
by  this  canal,  from  Honesdale  to  the  Hudson  river, 
equal  1.041  cts.  per  ton  per  mile.  1 

The  property  arriving  at  tide  water,  by  the  Eiie  and  j 
Cbamplain  canals,  in  1834,  as  appear  Irom  official 
statements, 

Was  equal  to,  553,825  tons. 

Passing  from  tide  water,  114,608     " 

Making  an  aggregate  of  668,433     " 

The  proporlion  of  down  fnight  or  property  going  to 
market,  is  to  merchandise  of  tonnage  going  from  tide 
water,  as  4  83-100  to  1,  cr  as  5  to  1  nearly. 

The  cheapest  prices  of  freight  on  the  Erre  canal,  are 
paid  for  st.^ves,  timber,  wood,  stone,  lime,  plaster  and 
salt;  the  highest  charges  are  for  merchandise.  We 
put  down  the  rates,  exclusive  of  tolls,  as  charged  by 
the  different  forwarding  lines,  although  goods  are  fre- 
quently taken  up  the  canal  by  boats  unconnected  with 
the  lines,  at  about  half  those  rates;  this  higher  price  is 
intended,  besides  the  cost  of  freighting,  to  pay  for  the 
risk  to  which  the  forwarding  merchant  is  liable  as  a 
common  carrier. 

During  the  season  of  navigation  last  year,  there  was 
brought  down  the  canals,  32,670  tons  of  staves,  and  we 
are  infurmed,  that  the  average  price  of  transportation  of 
this  article,  has  been  §2  per  ton  for  the  last  six  years, 
from  Tonnawanta  to  Albany,  exclusive  of  tolls.  The 
distance  is  352  miles  by  the  canal,  and  this  would  give 
only  57-100  of  a  cent  per  ton  per  mile. 

There  was  also  sent  down — 
181,016  tons  of  boards  and   scantling,    at  74  100  of  a 
cent  per  mile. 
96,642     "  of  wood,  "  at   12-100  of  a 

cent  per  mile. 
23,894     "  salt  to  Buffalo  passing  Utica,   at  47-100  of 

a  cent  per  mile, 
70,372     "  merchandise,  "  at  2  15-100 

Making  an  average  of  the  above  prices,  of  95-100  of 
a  cent  per  mile  for  a  ton  of  2,000  pounds. 

Flour  is  a  large  item  of  the  down  freight;  there  is 
about  120,000  tons  sent  to  market  annually,  and  this 
tgether  with  provisions,  may  be  taken  as  a  standard 
of  comparison.  . 

Flour  has  been  carried  from  Rochester  to  Albany, 
269  miles,  by  transient  boats,  as  low  as  18  or  20  cts. 
per  barrel,  exclusive  of  tolls;  we  are  informed,  how- 
ever, that  contracts  for  freight  to  a  large  amount,  have 
been  made  by  millers  at  Rochester,  with  the  establish- 
ed lines  of  forwarding  merchants,  for  the  ensuing  year, 
at  24  cents  per  barrel,  from  the  first  of  June  to  the 
fi  St  of  October;  before  and  after  iho-e  periods,  at  30 
cents  per  barrel  for  flour,  exclusive  of  tolls. 
•  For  this  comparison  we  will  take  an  average  between 
these  two  prices,  which  is  27  cents  per  barrel,  and  this 
is  believed  to  be  about  the  average  price  paid  for 
freight  on  the  whole  tonnage  of  the  Erie  canal  during 
the  season  of  navigation. 

At  the  above  rates  the  prices  of  transportation  on  the 
three  canals,  exclusive  of  Tolls,  would  be,  for  a  ton  of 
2,240  pounds,  as  follows,  viz: 

On  the  Erie  canal  1.04  cents  pr  ton  pr  mile. 

On  the Delawareand  Hudson  1.041     "         "         " 
Schuylkill,  1.00       " 

or  an  avi-rage  of  a  little  over  one  cent  per  tern  per  n,i  r. 
on  the  11  ree  can:.)-. 

Fur  a  m"ie  perfect   comparison  of  the   •  '  -t  ..rtrim- 
poit-.ition,  we  will  reduce- tlu-se  can  . I.  1     .Kiel    I;-      n 
allowaiccof^Ofeet  .iflockiigpomh     li.      id     .     -  ■ 
fill.  as.  qnal  to  a  mile  .fdistim   ,,   ,.,h1.i,,.     -,  ,1 
..fihe  less  crowded  navi,i;i,i,o   .„     M   t.-,  i    lu  ,1k  11.  |. 
on  the  Utlawarc  and  Hudson  tanal. 


The  distance  on  the  Erie  canal  from  Rochester  to 
Albany,  is  260  miles  and  the  lockage  626  feet,  and 
reduced  to  a  level  would  be  equal  to  300  8-10  miles. 

The  Schuylkill  canal  is  108  miles  long,  and  588  feet 
oflockpge,  and  reduced  to  a  level  in  the  above  men- 
tioned ratio,  is  equal  to  137  4-10  miles. 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  is  108  mifes  long,  and 
has  1,073  feet  of  lockage,  ai>d  is  equal  to  135  8-10  miles 
of  level  canal. 

On  a  level  canal,  the  prices  of  freight  would   be  fur 
the 
Erie  canaF, 


of  a  cent  pr  ton  pr  mile. 


Delaware  and  Hudson, 


7G6 

rooo 


and  th<  arerage  price  of  the  three  canals  would  be 
without  toll,   793  or  a  littfe  less  than  &.10  of  a  cen^S 

1000 
per  Ion  per  mile. 

In  Hazard's  Register,  Vol.  15,  page  112,  it  is  stated 
that  the  Lehigh,  the  Delaware,  and  Delaware  and  Rari- 
tan  canals  paid  last  year  810  of  a  cent  per  ton  per 
mile,  for  the  transportation  of  105,000  tons  of  coal; 
the  contractor  finding  every  thing,  except  paving  the 
tolls. 

GEXERil,  BEStAHKS. 

Having  presented  such  facts  as  are  within'  our  know- 
ledge, with  the  circumstances  connected  with  themj 
together  with  such  explanations  of  principles,  as  ap- 
peared to  us  necessary  to  a  correct  understanding  of  the 
subject  in  its  practical  claracter,  we  have  not  thought 
it  would  aid  in  the  object  of  inquiry,  to  attempt  any- 


precise 


;io  of  comparati' 


or  construction  or  re- 


pairs, between  canals  and  rail  roads.-  the  reason  for  this 
is  to  be  found  in  the  obvious  modification  to  which  any 
ratio  must  be  exposed,  in  the  varied  local  circumstances 
that  will  be  encountered  in  the  progress  of  improve- 
ments of  this  character,  and  whose  tendency  would 
render  any  ratio  of  little  or  no  pr.4Ctical  value.  We, 
therefore,  refer  to  the  several  statements,  and  particu- 
larly the  tabular  views,  for  information,  which  we  be- 
Vieve  when  applied  to  any  known  case,  will  afford 
some  useful  hints  in  regard  to  the  relative  merits  of  the 
two  diffti-ent  modes  of  facilitating  internal  communica- 
tion. We  may,  however,  be  permitted  to  slate,  what 
appears  conclusive  from  the  facts  presented,  that 
canals,  on  the  aveiage,  have  thus  far,  cost  less 
than  rail  roads,  both  in  their  construction  and  repairs. 
In  regard  to  their  relative  merits  as  affording  the 
means  of  transportation,  there  is  less  difficulty  in  reach- 
ing an  approximate  ratio.  In  reducing  them  both  to  a 
level,  we  attain  for  general  purposes,  a  lair  standard  of 
comparison.  Taking  the  facts  we  have  obtained  as  a 
basis,  we  find  the  relative  cost  of  conyeyance  is,  as 
4.375  to  1,  a  little  over  four  and  one-third  to  one,  in 
favor  of  canals:  this  is  exclusive  of  tolls  or  profits.  If 
the  cost  of  construction,  the  annual  cost  for  repairs, 
and  the  amount  of  tonnage  were  the  same  on  a  canal  as 
on  a  rail  road,  then  the  same  rate  of  toll  would  produce 
the  same  rate  of  profit  on  each.  Our  examinations  have 
shown,  as  before  stated,  that  rail  roads  in  the  aveiage, 
cost  more  than  canals,  both  in  their  construction  and 
repairs.  But  for  compaiison,  we  aissurae  a  case  \n 
which  they  aie  equal,  and  charge  the  same  tull.  The 
inenige  tells  on  the  Erie  canal  are  1.  ss  tlu.n  one  cent 
per  lono.r  mile:  assuming  an  avera.ge  toll  of  one  cent 
pc'-  i"n  pir  mile,  the  ratio  of  the  entire  cost  of  trns- 
pt.rt  .t,  .1  and  toll  is,  as  (2. 5  to  1,)  two  and  a  1.  .11  t,  one, 
in  l,i\or  of  canals.      In  the   preceding  cninpiitatuins, 

;„  ,  |u,ii,  a  h\  I'iiil  i"-.d  companies,  allowing  no  profit 
.1;  t.  is  bi;s;ni-  s,  «!iMt-  tlip  charges  on  tlie  canals  is  at 
i  Continued  on  pa^e253. 
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p. 

f 

i*' 

H 

1 
1 

f 
1 

S 

Columbia  and  Philadelphia, 
Allegheny  Portage, 

Mohawk  and   Hudson,   exclusive  of 

branches, 
Saratoga  and  Schenectady,  compul. 

ed  for  a  double  road, 
Delaware   and    Hudson   Canal    Co., 

Carbondale, 

Newcastle  and  Frenohtown, 
Camden  and  Amboy,  from  Amboy  to 

Bordentown, 
South  Carolina, 

NAMES  OF  RAIL  ROAD. 

Baltimore  and  Ohio,  at  point  ofT 

rocks,           .                    •      67iJ. 

Branch  to  Frederick,                    3^3 

Liverpool  and  Manchester,  England, 

Baltimore  and  Washington, 

g     Jf     2         r|  Length  of  road. 

II    1    s  §  S               ii 

Feet. 

718 
150 

Ascent. 

1 

1,202 

334 
45 
913 

Feet. 

900 
229 

Descent. 

iS. 

i 

J  1  .  K 

1   _.     > 

Inclined  planes  worked 
by  stationary  power. 

40,450 
47,977 

38,107 

17,010 

14,000 

30.000 

30,000 
7,200 

30,393 

Dolls. 

29,193 
100,748 
50,000 

Cost  per  mile. 

623 
- 
- 

1,040 

Dolls. 

382 
2,116 

Cost  ofrepairs  per  mile 
per  annum. 

3.50 
3.05 

3  91 

Cents. 

3.96 
4.70 

Actual  cost. 

J 

If 

3.05 
3.53 

Cents. 

3.05 
4.07 

Cost  reduce 
to  a  level. 

1    1        1       1        1       ^                              II 

Cents. 

1.85 
1.53 

Cost  per  mile  per  pas- 
senger. 

K0  2  i  i  i          II 

1831 
1830 

Completed  in  the  year. 

The  roads  in  this  table  are  all  double 
tracks,  made  or  computed. 

r  Inclined  planes  are  yet  worked  by 

i      horse  power. 

CRatio  of  mnving  power,  as  4  to  10. 

Ratio  of  moving  power,  as  3  to  10,of 
the  entire  cost  of  transportation. 

Not   completed— diverges   from   the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio,  about  6  miles 
from  Baltimore. 

Essentially  completed. 

do            do            The  elevation 
only    embraces  the  inclined  planes 
which  are  together,  32,840  feet  in 
length.      1  here  are  otlur  inclina- 
tions, not  embraced  in  the  planes, 
iimounting    to   1,366   feet.     Total 
ascent  and  descent,  2,570  feet. 

Computed  for  a   double   road;  (see 
remarks  on  transportation.) 

Believed  to  be  mostly  a  single  track 

REMARKS. 

re        H 

M.'    » 

05        c 


re        ^ 
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Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail  Road- 
Down  freight. 
Up  "  b.O 

Liveipool  and  Manchester  Rail  Road — 

For  merchandise,  7.5 

Hudson  river,  145  miles — 
Heavy  goods,  (from  N.  Y.  to  Alba- 
ny, 10  cts.  per  100  lbs.)  1 .38 
Light     "    .     20     "  "         2.76 

Provisions,&c.  7     "  "        0.96 

Lake  Ontario- 
Merchandise,  (from  Oswego  to 

Lewistown,  146  miles,  20  cts. 

pr.  100  lbs.  all  kinds,)  2.74 

Lake  Erie — 


contract  prices,  which  are  supposed  to  yield  a  profit  to 
the  carrier.  The  cost  of  transportation  on  canals,  as 
previously  stated,  is  the  average  on  the  Erie  canal,  the 
Delaware  and  Hudson  canal,  and  the  Schuylkill  canal; 
on  the  two  latter,  the  cost  of  transporting  coal  only  is  j 
known;  and  the  total  average  of  the  three  canals  is 
almost  exactly  the  same  as  the  average  price  for  the 
several  different  articles  transported  en  the  Erie  canal. 
The  preceding  calculations  are  confined  to  a  velocity 
not  much  excteding  50  or  60  miles  in  24  hours.  We 
have  not  instituted  any  investigation  to  sliow  the  rela- 
tive economy  in  high  and  low  velocities.  For  the  con- 
veyance of  freight,  we  are  of  the  opinion,  canals  are 
not  well  adapted  to  any  material  increase  of  speed  be- 
yond 3  miles  per  hour;  and  as  the  .speed  on  half  of  the 

rail  roads  embraced  in  this  computation,   is  from  10  to    Merchandise,    (from  Buffalo   to 
15  mdesper  hour,  we  may  consider  th.s  comparison  as        cleaveland,  190  miles,  23  cts. 
nearly  s.m.lar  to  one  of  high  velocity  on  rail  roads,  and        p^  lOO  lbs.)  for  heavy  goods,    2.42 
low  veloc'tv  on  canals.     And  goo.  s  that  can  afford  to  |  39'    cts.     pr    ICO  lbs.  for   light 
pay  the   difference  above  indicated,   for  the  saving  of :      ^qo^s  3  00 

time,    would  hold  the  two  k  nds    of   conveyance    in  1  ' ' 

equilibrium.  The  amount  that  would  find  so  great  an 
object  in  the  saving  of  time,  in  comparison  to  the  total 
quantity  requiring  transportation,  it  is  believed  would 
he  small.  In  relation  to  the  conveyance  of  passengers, 
the  saving  of  time  is  highly  important,  and  the  rail  road 
becomes  eminently  the  superior  method  of  communica- 
tion. We  are  therefore  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  in 
regard  to  the  cost  of  construction  and  maintenance,  and 
also  in  reference  to  the  e.^pense  of  conveyance  at 
derate  velocities,  canals  ■      •      ■ 

geous  means  of  communication.  On  the  other  hand, 
where  high  velocities  are  required,  as  for  the  convey- 
ance of  passengers,  and  under  some  circumstances  of 
competition,  for  light  goods  ot  great  value,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  weight,  the  preference  would  be  given  to 
a  rail  road. 

It  may  be  observed  in  favor  of  rail  roads,  that  they 
admit  of  advantageous  use  in  districts  where  canals,  for 
the  want  of  water,  would  be  impracticable.  This 
advantage  often  occurs  in  mining  d'stricts,  and  some- 
times for  general  trade,  where  it  is  necessary  to  cross 


2  76 
5  52 
1  92 


4  84 
6  00 


For  the  Register. 
EDUCATION  AND  CRIME. 
Dear  Sir, 

You  have  considered  my  Letter  to  Bishop  White,  on 
the  Relation  between  Education  and  Crime,  of  suffi- 
cient interest  to  be  reprinted  in  your  Register,  and  I 
ci;;;!';  ri>e  molt  TcWama"-  i  ^°"^^  ^'S  you  to  publish  the  accompanying  letter  from 
Judge  Martin  Welles,  of  Wetliersfield,as  a  most  valua- 
ble addition.  When  1  directed  the  series  of  queries, 
the  answers  to  which  I  have  given  in  the  Letter,  above 
mentioned,  to  several  of  the  most  competent  gentle- 
men, 1  also  addressed  Judge  Welles  on  the  subject, 
well  acquainted  as  he  is  with  the  penitentiary  system 
and  operation  of  the  penal  law  in  general,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut.  Family  afffiction,  however,  prevent- 
ed him  from  complying  sooner  with  my  request,  and  I 


idges  at  a  level  too  high  to  obtain  water  for  |  ""^  hasten  to  procure  the  greatest  possible  publicity 
their  summits.  for  this  paper,  of  deep  interest  in  various  respects.     It 

The  facts  and  reasonings  presented,  we  believe  clear- '  requires,  indeed,  no  comment,    and    I   will  leave    it, 
ly  show,  that  both  canals  and  rail  roads,  are  l.igldy  im-  |  therefore,  without  =ny   further  remark,  to  the  reflec- 
tion of  your  readers, 


portani  means  of  internal  communication;  that  each  has 
its  peculiar  advantages,  and  will  predominate  according 
to  the  character  of  the  route,  and  the  trade  for  which  it 
is  intended  to  provide. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN.  B.   JEItVIS, 
HOLMES   HUTCHINSON, 
FREDERICK  C.  MILLS, 

Civil  Engineers. 
ALniftT,  14th  March,  1835. 


Comparison  of  rales  of  Transportation, 

Ton  of  2,000  pounds, 
Price  per  ton     Co^tifcarri 
per  mile.  200  miles. 

Cts.   mills.  Dolls. 

Prices  of  transportation  dur- 
ing the  years  1817,1818, 
1819,  by  teams,  trom  Al- 
bany   to  Buffalo,     (usual 

rates,  §4  25pr.  cwt,)  29.3  ^58  60 

Rates  of  1835,  (including  tolls:) 
Py  Erie  canal- 
Fur  merchandise,  3.95  7  90 
Flour,                                  1.83  3  66 
Staves,                                 0.97  I   94 
ga)t,                                     0.93  1   S6 


Most  respectfully,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

FRANCIS  LIEBER. 
S.  Hazard,  Esa. 

Philadelphia,  ? 
April  15,  1835.      5 


Letter  of  Jddge  Welles. 

Sir— I  have  received  the  following  information  from 
Dr.  A.  Welch,  the  Physician  to  the  Prison,  which  co- 
vers substantially  all  the  ground  embraced  in  your  in- 
quiries. 

16  in  100,  who  can  neither  read  nor  write. 

42  in  100,  who  cannot  write. 

32  in  100,  lost  their  parents  before  their  10th  year. 

20  in  100,  between  10th  and  15th  years. 

75  in  100,  allow  themselves  to  have  been  drunkards. 

72  in  100,  have  never  learned  a  trade. 
4  in  100,  have  followed  regular  trades. 

24  in  100,  have  begun  to  learn  trades  which  they  did 
not  follow. 

Less  than  one  half  have  received  a  common  English 
education.  No  prisoner  has  ever  received  a  classical 
or  collegiate  education. 

I  have  not  seen  the  statement  made  in  the  British 
Parliament  to  which  you  refer — "  that  education  does 
not  diminish  crime" — nor  was  I  aware  that  Connecti- 
cut  had  been  held  up  in  that  brdy  on  the   auihority  of 
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the  French  Cohiniissioners,  as  an  instance  of  the  truth 
of  ihat  position.  I  h.id  indeed  seen  the  statement  of 
the  French  Commissioners  in  their  Heport,  that  crimes 
had  increased  in  Conneciicut,  and  that  although  she 
occupied  the  first  rank  in  respect  to  instrucliun  and  in- 
formation, jet  knowledge  or  education  did  not  prevent 
the  rapid  increase  of  crime.  I  do  nut  profess  to  give 
their  precise  language,  but  the  substance  of  their 
remarks  at  page,  68— 9.  Tliis  inference  seems  to  be 
drawn  principally  from  the  fact  that  convictions  for 
State  Prison  oftVnces  had  greatly  increased  in  the 
State,  particularly  since  1820.  I  do  not  think  tliis  in- 
ference, "  that  therefore  crimes  had  greaily  increase;! 
in  Conneciicut,"  can  be  justly  drawn  fiom  this  fact. — 
In  my  opinion,  this  increase  of  convictions  to  the  Slate  :  cul — while 
Prison,  and  the  increase  in  the  number  of  prisoners,  is  Slate 
to  be  imputed  chiefly  to  two  distinct  causes.  First. 
Alterations  or  mollifications  of  the  Criminal  Law. — 
Secondly.  A  dimished  reluctance  to  prosecute  or  con- 
vict oftcnders,  and  consequently  a  more  thorough  exe- 
cution of  the  Law. 

For  many  years  it  ha-s  been  the  policy  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  increase  the  list  of  offences  punishable  in  the 
State  Prison;  which  were  formerly  punished  in  a  differ- 
ent manner. 

In  1821  the  Public  Statutes  were  revised,  and  many 
new  provisions  were  introduced  into  the  Criminal  Code. 
For  the  three  years  alter  this  revision, the  average  num- 
ber  of  convictions   was  doubled.      A    committee    of 

the  LegisKature  appointed  to   inspect  the  condition  of'  cation  does   not  diminisl- 
the  Old  Prison,  report  in  1825,   that  "  The  number  of  1  has    not  the  power  of  pre' 


ty  of  the  prisoners.  Formerly  our  prison  was  fill- 
ed with  men  from  other  States,  wl\o  had  as  a  matter  of 
calculation,  selected  a  criminal  course — and  were  pro- 
fessiimally  ronues — ingenious  and  shrewd  men,  who 
had  been  tenants  of  half  the  prisons  in  the  country, 
and  who  are  properly  slylid  Slate  Prison  cliuructtm. — 
This  class  of  prisoners  has  been  greatly  diminishtd.and 
in  their  stead  are  received  men  who  have  hun(;  he.avily 
upon  the  community  as  a  burthen— the  idle,  the  iniem- 
perate,  the  imbecile,  and  the  unprofiLable  members  of 
society,  many  of  whom  have  been  town  paupers." — 
As  an  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  latter  suggestion, 
permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the  fact  th.at  in  1824,  at  the 
Old  Prisinn,  47  in  100  only  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
829.  51^  in  100  were  natives  of  ihat 
57i  in  lUO— and  in  1831,  60i  in  100. 
If  then  the  opinion  be  correct,  that  the  increase  of 
convictions  or  of  prisoners  in  the  Siate  Prison  may  be 
imputed  to  other  causes,  than  a  corresponding  increase 
of  crimes  (and  it  seems,  to  me  the  above  facts  nmst  es- 
tablish  its  correctness,)  the  whole  theory  of  the  French 
Commissioners  will  fail,  and  their  position  that  "in 
Connecticut,  notwithstanding  the  diffusion  of  know- 
ledge, crimes  increase  with  extreme  rapidity,"  is  not 
sustained.  But  admitting  for  a  moment,  that  they  are 
right  in  their  opinion  "  that  crimes  have  inci-cased,  that 
Connecticut  in  respect  to  instruction  and  information, 
occupies  the  first  rank  in  the  whole  Union,"  still  I  do 
not  perceive  the  justice  of  the  conclusion,  that  "  edu- 
'or   "that  knowledge 


ng  it."  I  concur  with 
ictions,  for  the  years  1822 — '23— '24,  is  158,  mak-  '  you  most  fully  in  the  sentiment  expressed  at  page  248 
ing  an  aven.ge  of  53  per  annum,  and  is  prerisely  dou-  j  of  your  translation,  "  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  to  the 
ble  the  number  convicted  in  the  three  years  immedi-  prisons  and  inquire  into  the  history  of  each  convict, 
ately  preceding.  This  vei-y  great  increase  is  probably  '  and  then  see  whether  knowledge  or  its  want  is  the 
to  be  attributed  in  pait,  to  the  new  provisions  intro  '  chief  cause  ofci-ime,"  and  that  "we  want  facts  to  ap- 
duced  into  the  Criminal  Code  at  the  revision  in  1821."  '  pear  against  statements  founded  on  apparent  facts. " — 
In  1824,  the  Statute  was  so  altered  as  to  subject  fe-  ■  Let  us'then  look  to  the  above  statement  of  facts  inSep- 
males  to  impi-isonment  in  the  State  Prison.  '1  his  class  |  tember,  1834,  as  existing  at  the  Connecticut  State  Hris- 
of  prisoners  had  been  previously  confined  in  the  Coun-  1  on.  What  inference  should  be  drawn  from  the  facts 
ty  Goals.  In  1828,  theft  over  a  certain  amount,  was  j  that  more  than  one  halt  the  convicts  are  des'.itute  of  a 
made  punishable  in  the  State  Pi-ison — it  had  previously  i  common  English  education — that  42-100  cannot  write, 
subjecttd  the  ofTender  to  whipping,  &c.  In  1830,  the  '  or  that  16-100  can  neither  read  or  write>  What  shall 
Criminal  Code  was  again  revised.  Offences  which  be  said  of  the  great  fact,  that  not  one  man  who  had  re- 
were  formerly  punished  capitally,  were  punished  in  ceived  a  classical  or  collegiate  education,  had  ever  been 
the  State  Prison,  as  well  as  many  other  oR'ences  which  a  tenant  of  the  prison.'  What  of  the  appalling  state- 
were  formerly  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment  in  !  ment  that  75-100  have  been  drunkards— tliai  72-100 
the  County  Gaols.  I  have  never   learned   a  trade — and   that   47-100   have 

In  the  i-eport  of  1829,  the  Directors  of  the  Cotmec- 


licut  Stale  Prison  in  discussing  this  precise  questton, 
whether  the  increase  of  convictions  or  prisoners  was 
evidence  of  an  inci-ease  of  crime,  say,  they  have  "  not 
seen  any  evidence  uf  an  increase  of  crime."  They  say, 
"  that  during  the  year  1827,  a  large   number  we're  dis- 


been  deprived  of  parental  instruction  and  rcsU-aini,  be- 
fore the  age  of  15.  It  seems  to  me,  that  these  state- 
ments must  force  upon  us  the  conclusion,  that  the  ten- 
dency ol  knowledge  and  education  is  lo  prevent  ci-ime, 
since  we  find  the  well  informed  and  educated  ai-e  not 
convicts  in  our  Prison— and  that  lire  w  ant  of  education 


charged  on  the  expiration  of  their  sentences,  and  that  and  of  early  pai-ental  restraint,  joined  with  inttmper- 
during  the  past  year,  very  few  sentences  have  expir-  ance  and  consequent  idleness  and  mismanagement,  are 
ed;"  "that  the  former  Prison  lost,  annually,  a  number  '  the  great  and  leading  causes  of  crime  in  our  land. 
of  men  by  escape  or  death — during  the  past  year  we  There  is  another  suggestion  of  the  French  Comnis- 
have  lost  none  by  death,  and  there  has  been  no  escape  sioners,  at  page  246  of  the  Translation,  "  That  in  Con- 
since  the  establishment  of  the  Institution."  Tiiey  also  necticut  the  number  of  crimes  agairrst  persons  (as  dis- 
slatc  that  the  courts  were  increasing  the  length  of  tinguished  from  the  crimes  against  property,)  seems  to 
sentences,  and  the  criminal  law  had  been  altered,  &.c.  '  increase  with  the  increase  of  ci\ilizalion."_  I  observe 
They  then  remark  "that  there  is  still  another  cause  to  \  also  that  you  have  alluded  to  the  same  subject  at  page 
which  we  may  with  propriety  allude— we  have  con-  243,  intimating  "that  this  apparent  increase  in  Con- 
Vfrsed  with  gentlemen  resid  ngin  difTeient  parts  of  the  [  necticut  of  crimes  against  persons  is  probably  o\ying  t 
State,  and  some  of  whom  have  been  much  engaged  in 
the  prosecution  or  defence  of  criminals,  and  tiiey  have 
very  generally  expressed  the  opinion  that  since  the 
new  Institulioji  had  been  organized,  a  strict  but  refor- 
matory discipline  had  been  established;  there  was  ob- 
viously much  less  reluctance  to  prosecute  or  convict  of- 
fenders than  formerly. 

In  their  report  of  ISoO,  the  directors  again  allu  'e  to    our  I 
the  subject,  and  express  the  opinion  that  the  increase  '  opini 
in  the  number  of  pr  scners,  furnished  no  evidence  of 
curi-esponding  increase  of  cri 
phange     is    apparent    in     tl 


some  pecultar  ana    special    cause    unconnected    wuii 
the    main   question  "      I  think    it  is  owing    to   such 
a  cause-  and  5  et  I    am  not    surprised  that  the  French 
Commissioners  should  have  drawn   this  inference  from 
the  documents    they  had  befiire  them,  and  the    unex- 
plained   facts    which    are   there    presented.      Indeed  I 
think  the  table  of  crimes  and  convictions  contained  in 
our  Prison  Uepoits  unexplaiiieil,  would  fully  jiistily  the 
which  they  have  expressed,  that  crimes  against 
had  inci-eased  in  Connecticut.     Yet  I  am  per- 
Thcy  say   "a  great  '  suaded  'hat  such  is  not  the  fact,  and  (hat  this  apparent 
char;',ctcr'tr  '  quali- 1  anomaly  is  susceptible   of  full   explanation,  and   th.at 
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nothing  has  occurred  in  Connecticut  which  should  ren- 
der it  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  "  that  crimes 
against  persons  decrease  with  the  progress  of  civiliza- 
tion." To  present  this  subject  fully,  would  require  a 
more  ample  reference  to  documents,  and  a  more  ex 
tensive  course  of  remark,  ihan  my  time  or  limits  will 
allow.  I  can  but  glance  at  the  subject.  It  lias  been 
already  remarked  that  since  the  new  prison  was  esta- 
blished, there  was  a  diminished  reluctance  to  prosecute 
andjconvict,  caused  probably  by  the  belief  that  the  dis- 
cipline was  reformatory,  and  tlie  knowledge  tliat  the 
prison  was  a  source  of  revenue  rather  than  expense  — 
It  lias  also  been  stated,  lliat  the  class  of  ingenious  and 
shrewd  men  in  prison  had  been  diminished,  and  in 
their  stead  are  received  the  idle,  the  intemperate,  the 
weak  and  unprofitable  members  of  society,  many  of 
whom  had  been  town  paupers.  Now  all  will  admit, 
that  this  latter  dfscrption  of  the  population,  particular, 
ly  the  intemperate,  is  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  com- 
mis-ion  of  offences  against  persons.  With  this  class 
originate  almost  all  those  otTences  which  are  denomi- 
nated assaults  with  intent  to  kill — the  brawls  and  bat- 
tles on  public  occasions — and  the  beatings  and  wound- 
ings,  and  other  breaches  of  the  peace  which  disturb 
the  community.  These  require  tlie  exeition  of  mere 
brute  force,  and  to  such  feats  of  violence  these  per- 
sons are  competent,  but  they  are  unfitted  for  a  course 
of  ingenious  and  systematic  villainy.  An  inspection  of 
the  tables  of  convictions  in  the  Prison  Reports  will  show 
that  the  crimes  of  forgery  and  passing  counterfeit  mo- 
ney (which  have  been  called  the  peculiar  crimes  of 
anlul  men,)  have  been  upon  thedecrease.notwithsiand- 
ing  the  increased  vigilance  in  piosecutons.  In  the  re- 
port of  1828,  wliicli  was  the  first  under  the  new  Prison, 
it  appears  that  the  number  confined  on  these  two 
\7i  in  100.  In  1829,  Hi  in  100.  In 
100.  In  1831, 12i  in  100.  In  1832,  10^ 
se  returns  do  wt  show  the  number  con- 
year  for  each  ofience,  but  only  those  re- 
maining in  prison    in  the  several  charges  specified 

The  returns  of  the  same  years  show  th..t  the  number  of 
those  confined  for  assaults  with  intent  to  kill, has  arisen 
from  4  to  28 .  Thus  in  1828,  f .  r  assault  with  ii.tent  to 
kill,  4—1829,  8—1830,  10—1831,  16—1832,  23.— 
A  full  history  of  the  latter  offence,  of  •'  assaulting  with 
intent  to  kill,"  for  the  last  few  years,  would  present  a 
curi'sity  in  rriminal  jurisprudence.  From  1790  to  1827, 
a  period  of  37  years,  during  which  the  old  prison  was 
in  existence,  the  whole  number  of  comicllons  for  this 
oflTence  was  but  eleven  (11.)  During  this  period,  in  or- 
der to  insure  a  conviction,  it  was  necessary  to  prove 
that  the  assault  was  made  with  the  formed  and  deliber- 
ate purpose  of  murder — with  malice  prepense.  So  that 
if  death  had  ensued,  the  offence  would  have  been  mur- 
der. In  oiler  words  the  assault  with  intent  to  kill  meant 
injudicial  construction,  an  assault  with  intent  to  mur- 
der,  as  distinguished  from  manslaughter.  After  this 
time  (1827,;  convictions  for  an  assault  with  intent  to 
kill  became  frequent,  when  the  testimony  showed 
there  was  no  intent  to  murder — but  that  such  an  affray 
or  sudden  excitement  existed  as  would  in  case  death 
had  followed,  have  constituted  merely  the  crime  of 
manslaughter.  1  his  practice  at  length  became  so 
common  that  the  directors  presented  the  subject  to  the 
Legislature  in  1829.  They  say,  "  it  is  believed  that  in 
many  instances  of  a  conviction  of  an  as-ault  witli  intent 
to  kill,  the  proof  has  shewn  that  there  existed  such  an 
excitement  of  the  passions — such  sudden  heat,  or  such 
an  affr.iy  as  would  have  induced  a  jury  in  case  death  had 
ensued  the  assault,  to  have  found  the  prisoner  .guilty  of 
manslaughter  and  not  of  murder.  If  this  opinion  is 
correct,  tlian  this  sins^ular  case  is  presented:  A  man  in 
a  quarrel  or  under  some  sudden  excitement,  assaults 
and  kills  another,  is  found  guilty  o'^  manslaughter,  and 
imprisoned  three  years.  Anoiher  person  under  the 
influence  of  a  similar  cxcittmen'  makes  a  similar  as- 
sault and  wounds  hi.s  antagonist,  but  docs  not  kill  him, 
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and  he  is  imprisoned  for  life."  In  consequence  of  this 
and  other  representations,  the  Legislature  in  1829,took 

measures  for  an  entire  revision  of  the  Criminal  Code 

A  committee  was  appointed  lo  make  this  revision,  who 
reported  to  the  Legislature  in  1830,  at  which  session, 
the  present  Criminal  Law  was  passed.  In  the  revised 
act  these  assaults  were  arranged  as  two  distinct  offences 
— the  assault  with  intent  to  murder,  and  the  assault 
with  intent  to  kill,  without  malice  prepense,  both  pun- 
ishable in  the  State  Prison,  but  for  difli"erent  periods. 
The  convictions  continued  to  increase  for  this  latter  of- 
fence,  and  such  was  the  latitude  of  proof  whieh  was  al- 
lowed that  many  are  represented  to  have  been  convict- 
ed, when  the  testimony  showed  that  the  parties  had 
merely  fought  with  some  earnestness,  and  h.ad  used 
words  of  heat  or  passion.  It  appeared  that  the  con- 
victions of  that  offei  ce  for  the  year  preceding  (he  1st 
April,  183:,  were  18,  being  more  than  one-fourth  of 
all  the  convictions  during  that  year,  and  nearly  double 
the  whole  number  which  had  been  sentenced  for  the 
same  nominal  crime  for  37  years.  Many  became  dis- 
satisfied with  the  frequency  of  these  convictions  on  such 
testimony,  and  the  Legislature  at  its  session  in  1832, 
repealed  that  section  of  the  Law  of  1830,  which  pun- 
ished in  the  State  Prison  assaults  of  this  discription.  Thus 
the  Law  was  restored  lo  what  it  practically  had  been  in 
its  pristine  state;  punishing  in  the  State  Prison  assaults 
with  in/ent  to  murder,  and  leaving  all  other  assaults  to 
be  punished  as  they  fbrmerly  had  been  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment in  the  County  Gaols.  Immediately  after 
the  repeal  of  this  section,  tfce  convictions  for  this  class 
of  offences,  was  reduced  nearly  to  its  former  number. 
From  June  1,  1832,  the  time  of  the  repeal,  to  April  1, 
1833,  there  were  two  convictions,  showing  a  decrease 
from  the  former  year,  of  (8-9)  eight-ninths. 

From  April  1,'  1833,  to  Apiil  'l,  1834,  there  was  but 
one  conviction  showing  a  diminution  of  seventeen- 
ghteenths  17-18,  from  the  number  in  1832.  There  is 
no  leason  lo  suppose  that  the  number  of  assaults  with 
to  kill  should  be  increased  while  punishable  in 
the  State  Prison.  It  is  probably  true  that  the  propor- 
in  of  this  class  of  offences  remains  neatly  the  same — 
it  it  is  only  when  they  are  punished  in  the  Stale 
•ison,  that  the  number  appears  on  the  Prison  returns, 
d  thus  comes  before  the  public.  If  I  have  in  this  im- 
perfect sketch  presented  litis  subject  in  an  intelligible 
form,  I  think  you  will  agiee  witii  me  that  this  increase 
of  convictions  to  the  Stale  Prison,  for  crimes  against 
persons,  may  be  accounted  tor  without  supposing  the 
number  of  these  crimes  to  have  increased.  I  cannot 
think  that  it  the  French  Commissioners  had  been  fully 
acquainted  with  the  effects  wrought  by  these  modifica- 
tions of  the  criminal  law,  and  with  the  change  in  pub- 
lic sentiment  as  to  its  moie  thorough  execution,  they 
would  have  drawn  the  conclusion,  "  that  in  Connecticut 
education  or  knowledge  did  not  diminish  crime,  or  that 
crime  against  persons  had  increased  with  the  progress 
of  civilization."  While  I  have  the  highest  opinion  of 
the  able  and  successful  manner  in  which  Messrs.  de 
BeauroonI  and  de  Tocqueville  dischariied  their  mission 
to  this  country,  and  of  the  general  accuracy,  the  patient 
research,  iind  the  just  and  philosophical  views  which 
distinguish  their  report;  and  while  I  cordially  admire 
and  respect  the  right  feeling  and  the  kind  and  philan- 
thropic spirit  which  pervades  their  work,  I  am  not  sur- 
prised if  in  the  wide  field  which  they  explored,  some 
f.icts  should  have  escaped  them.  There  are  probably 
some  causes  in  operation  which  were  not  communicated 
to  these  gentlemen;  that  perhaps  at  the  moment  escap- 
ed the  persons  with  whom  they  conversed,  and  which 
are  producing  results  which  cannot  be  accounted  for  a.s 
he  necessary  consequence  of  the  causes  which  were 
communicated.  I  have  now  Sir  very  briefiy  adverted  to 
the  leading  topics  suggested  in  your  letter;  and  hope  I 
have  succeeded  in  showing  that  the  inferences  drawn 
fn  m  our  Prison  convictions  are  probably  unfounded. 
Could  I  believe   that  in  Connecticut  crimes  of  violence 
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against  the  pei-son  were  increasing  with  the  progress  of 
civilization,  or  that  knowledge  or  education  did  not 
diminish  crime;  I  should  fear  that  there  was  some  deep 
and  hidden  vice,  some  radical  but  undiscovered  mis- 
chief affeciinij  all  our  inslituiions.  I  have  believed  and 
still  believe  in  the  truth  of  the  opposite  cipinion,  that  it 
is  to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  to  thorough  education, 
to  the  early  establishment  i.f  right  principles  and 
habits,  that  society  must  look  for  its  chief  protection 
against  crime;  and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  all  who  were 
entrusted  with  the  management  of  our  penitentiaries  to 
devote  their  rffurts  rather  to  the  purposes  ol  instruction, 
than  the  objects  of  gain-  C'mvicts  are  perhaps,  gener- 
ally ignorant  and  uneducated  men.  Some  early  neslect 
or  abandiinm.nt  has  in  its  consequences  reached  to 
every  portion  of  their  subsequent  lives,  and  by  expos- 
ing them  to  a  criminal  course,  has  blighted  their  pros- 
pects, and  affected  all  their  destiny.  If  ;here  be  in  the 
penitentiary  system,  one  objtctmore  valuable  tlian  the 
rest;  and  which  should  be  pursued  with  more  energy 
than  all  others,  it  is  in  my  juilgment,  the  supplying  to 
these  unhappy  men,  that  instruction  which  their  early 
life  denied.  I  know  that  these  sentiments  are  not  alto- 
gether co-incident  with  those  which  generally  prevad. 
There  is  abroad  a  morbid  feeling  on  the  subject  of 
prison  expenditures  and  incume,  and  1  fear  that  many 
of  the  most  valuable  objects  of  the  system  may  be  sa- 
crificed to  this  inferior  consideration  of  producing  a 
reven".e  from  our  Prisons.  That  Prisons  should  sup- 
port themselves  all  wid  agree,  but  public  opinion  seems 
to  require  a  large  profit  from  tlie  labor  of  convicts,  and 
is  disposed  to  accept  of  the  pecuniary  prosperity  of  an 
institution  as  eiidence  of  its  other  excellencies.  This 
stale  of  the  public  mind  may  lead  to  many  ab\ises,  it 
may  lead  to  the  oppression  of  the  convicts,  it  certainly 
exposes  them  to  many  privations  and  sofierings,  and 
tends  of  course  to  a  disrci;ard  of  the  means  and  neces- 
sity of  instruction.  It  induces  the  officers  to  sink  to 
the  lowest  point  tlie  expenses  of  supporting  the 
prisons,  whde  it  urges  them  to  every  expedient  to  en- 
hance the  profits.  It  is  thus  our  prisons  are  converted 
into  great  manufacturing  establishments  and  are 
brought  into  ingenuous  competition  with  our  mechan- 
ics. Yon  are  aware  that  the  injurious  effects  of  Stale 
Prison  competition  upon  mechanical  pursuits,  is  excit- 
ing much  attention  bith  here  and  in  New  York.  But 
my  limits  forbid  my  entering  upon  this  subject.  I  shall 
be  happy  to  hear  from  >ou  upon  any  of  the  topics  upon 
which  you  have  addressed  me  and  shall  take  pleasure  in 
communicating  to  you  any  facts  or  information  which  I 
may  possess. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir, 

With  much  respect  and  esteem, 

Your  friend  and  servant, 
Db.  Lieber 

MARTIN  WELLES. 
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The  following  report  was  submitted  to  last  meeting 
of  Councils. 

Mr.  G ililer,  submitted  a  report  enclosing  the  annex- 
edcommunications  from  the  Trustees  of  Girard  College, 
and  Mr.  Walter,  the  Architect. 

In  compliance  with  the  ordinance  of  Councils,  the 
Joint  Ciimmitte  .  cr.n.isting  of  an  equal  nuniher  of  the 
members  of  lb  Select  and  Coinm  ■■  Con  c.ls.  and  of 
the  tru-tees  Ol  ';  e  i,:r.,rJ  Culle.^■  fur  Orphans  haie 
the  honor  to 


j:,pr.rl  t',  r,  und/x: 


A    pi 


:,e  ;.„n  oMl-hiiil.iiigrs;  the  erection  of 
h  cl  is  o  .  ,  !  i,v  the  W  :ll  u'  Mr.  f.rard.  The  ac- 
,.  .     .lo  >.v       :s  prei    :ed    by  the  architect    will 

ou  t.i-1  ..      >  ih      |)Ositi.in — the  style  of  architecture 
-and  the  internal  arrangements  of  these  buildings — 


and  will  supercede  the  necessity  of  any  detailed  expla- 
nations in  regard  to  them. 

The  general  results  which  the  committee  aimed  to 
accomplish,  were 

1st.  To  prepare  a  substantial  residence  for  the 
pupils,  embracing  every  thing  necessary  for  their 
healtii,  and  comfort,  well  lighted,  well  aired,  with  am- 
ple and  thoroughly  ventilated  bed-rooms  and  eating 
rooms,  cool  in  summer,  and  capable  of  being  safely  and 
uniformly  heated  in  winter,  and  with  a  distribution  of 
the  apartments  adapted  to  the  arrangements  which  will 
probably  be  made  hereafter  for  the  division  and  instruc- 
tion of  the  pupils. 

2.  To  conform  the  dimensions  of  the  buildings  to  the 
immediate  wants  of  the  College,  with  a  power  to  in- 
crease their  size  or  to  augment  their  numbers  as  may 
be  required  by  the  gradual  enlargement  of  the  Insti- 
tution. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Girard  prescribes  that  "  there  shall 
be  erected  a  permanent  College  with  suitable  out- 
buildings, sufficiently  spacious  for  the  residence  and 
accommodation  of  at  least  three  hundred  scholars,  and 
the  requisite  teachers  and  other  persons  necessary  in 
such  an  Institution."  And  again  he  directs  that  there 
should  be  "at  least  four  out-buildings  detached  from 
the  main  edifice  and  from  each  other,  and  in  such  posi- 
tions as  shall  at  once  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Institu- 
tion, and  be  consistent  with  the  symmetry  of  the  whole 
establishment."  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it 
is  most  judicious  to  begin  with  preparations  for  about 
three  hundred  pupils  as  suggested  by  Mr.  Girard,  and 
their  plan  therefore  contemplates  three  oul-buildingHj 
each  containing  accommodations  for  at  least  one  hun- 
dred pupils,  arid  a  fourth  building,  for  the  residence  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Institution.  These  three  buildings 
will  each  be  ample  for  at  least  one  hundred  pupils,  a 
number  which  will  probably  afford  the  means  of  more 
minute  attention  and  care  to  each  indiviilual  pupil, 
better  ventilation,  a  more  exact  discipline,  and  readier 
means  of  classifying  them  according  to  their  age  and 
their  progress  in  study,  than  could  be  attained  were 
much  larger  masses  of  pupils  placed  under  the  same 
roof.  As  the  institution  expands,  these  buildings  can 
be  propnrtionably  multiplied.  Four  larger  buildings, 
the  number  directed  by  Mr,  Girard,  would  not  be 
needed  at  the  commencement  of  the  institution,  they 
would  be  much  more  expensive,  and  their  size  would 
require  more  time  for  their  completion,  and  thus  post- 
pone the  opening  of  the  College  which  the  committee 
are  anxious  to  hasten  as  far  as  practicable.  For  this 
purpose  moreover  it  would  be  expedient  to  begin  with 
the  two  eastern  out-buildings. 

3d.  The  position  of  the  buildings  was  adopted  in 
conformity  with  the  direction  of  .Mr.  Giiard's  will,  that 
"they  should  be  consistent  with  the  symmetry  of  the 
whole  establishment.''  The  plan  proposes  to  place 
two  of  them  on  each  side  of  the  College — to  make 
them  front  the  south— to  be  in  the  same  geneial  range 
with  the  College,  but  receding  somewhat  from  the  front 
line,  the  first  being  at  the  distance  of  140  feet  from 
the  College,  with  an  interval  between  the  two  build- 
ings of  87  feet. 

The  effect  of  this  arrangement  will  be  to  present  one 
uniform  and  symmetrical  appearance  as  the  establish- 
ment is  approached  from  every  quarter,  to  have  the' 
buildings  near  enough  to  the  Coll.  ge  to  afford  to  the 
pupils  an  easy  ace.  ss  to  it— yet  not  so  near  as  to  mask 
the  College  itself,  whde  on  each  side  is  left  ample  room 
for  Increasing  their  number,  or,  if  future  experience 
should  recommend  it,  enlarging  the  size  of  the  build- 
ings. The  same  considerations  of  symmetry  as  well  as 
durability  recommended  by  Mr.  Giiard,  indicate,  in  the 
ion  of  the  committee',  that  the  buildings  should 
:  tlie  sumetjeneral  appearance  as  the  College  itself, 
d  for  that  purpose  that  ihej  should  be  faced  with 
I  marble  or  granite. 
I      These    \arious    advantages,   the   comfortable    and 
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healtlifiil  accommodation  ofthe  pupils,  the  adaptation  of 
the  builJing-s  totlie  instruction  and  discipline  for  which 
they  are  designed,  a  position  accessil)le  from  the  Col- 
lege, yet  not  interfering  with  the  view  of  it,  their 
general  uniformity  of  appearance,  so  as  to  make  with 
the  College  one  harmonious  wlinle,  and  finally  the 
ability  upon  the  same  general  plan  to  enlarge  the  build- 
ings witli  the  future  growth  ofthe  institution;  all  these 
the  commitiee_  have  endeavored  to  combine,  and  after 
much  reflection  and  person  d  examination  of  the  locali- 
ties, they  have  unanimously  united  in  the  plan  which 
they  now  very  respectfully  submit  to  the  consideration 
ofthe  Councils. 

N.  BIDDLR,  Chairman. 

To  the  Building  Commitlee  of  Girard  Collate  for 
Orphans. 
Gentlemen: 

1  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  perspective 
view  of  "  Girard  College  for  Orphans,"  embracing  the 
"out-buildings^"  tngether  with  a  plan  of  the  whole  es- 
tablishment, as  adopted  by  the  "joint  committee, "  on 
the  2d  inst. 

I  have  represented  in  perspective  the  south  front,  as 
it  will  appear  from  the  east  side  of  Schuylkill  Third 
street  The  finish  ofthe  north  front  will  be  similar  to 
that  of  the  south. 

This  design  embraces  the  College  (as  previously 
adopted  by  Councils,)  and  "  four  out-buildings,"  esich 
of  which  is  52  feet  wide,  by  125  feet  long,  and  three 
stories  high. 

The  two  buildings  nearest  the  College  were  de- 
signed for   the  residence  of  the   youngest    scholars 

Each  of  these  buildings  contains  a  basement  story,  in 
which  the  dining  room,  kitchen,  &c.  is  placed,  a  prin- 
cipal story,  containing  sitting  rooms  for  students;  re- 
ceiving room,  parlours  for  tutors,  &c.  and  two  upper 
stories,  are  divided  into  lodging  rooms  for  students,  tu- 
tors domestics,  &c. 

The  upper  stories  .ire  approached  by  means  of  stone 
stairw.iys  at  each  end  of  tlie  halls,  thes'e  halls  are  8  feet 
wide,  and  extend  the  whole  length  of  the  building,  on 
every  floor  or  story. 

The"  westernmost  building  being  intended  for  the  re- 
sidence ofthe  older  student's,  is  divided  into  small  dor- 
mitories— the  refectory  and  kitci\en  are  in  the  basement, 
the  three  upper  stories  contain  accommodations  for 
tutors  and  domestics,  together  with  a  sufficient  number 
of  dormitories  for  one  hundred  scholars. 

The  basement  stories  of  the  three  buildings  intended 
for  the  residence  of  the  students,  are  to  bearched  and 
the  stairways  are  to  be  constructed  of  stone. 

The  easternmost  building  is  divided  into  separate 
dwelling  houses  for  Professors. 

These  four  out  buildings  together,  will  be  "  sufli- 
cently  spacious  for  the  residence  and  accommodation 
of  at  least  three  hundred  scholars  and  the  requisite 
teachers,  and  other  persons  necessary  in  such  an  insti- 
tution." 

I  have  estimated  the  expense  of  executing  the/our 
out-buildings  according  to  the  design,  and  find  that  the 
whole  will  cost  §225,000,  understanding  that  they  are 
to  be  faced  with  marble.  Two  of  these  buildiuKs  may 
be  enclosed  in  this  year,  and  finished  in  1336,  the  re- 
maining two  miy  be  fiirn,hed  in  ISST. 

In  answer  to  your  resolution  requesting  me  "  to  state 
the  gre:itest  amount  of  work  that  may  heaccoinplished 
during  the  present  season,"  permit  me  to  say,  that  I 
wouM  consider  it  injudicious  to  recomnend'the  con-  i 
structing  of  more  than  (me  story  of  the  large  arches  in  I 
the  college  in  one  season.  The  extraordinary  dimen- 
sions of  these  arches,  renders  it  necessary  to  use  every  I 
precaution,  not  only  in  th.;ir  execution,  but  protecting  I 
them,  after  they  hive  been  formed. 

The  arches  for  the  support  of  the  floor  of  the  second 
story  will  be  co'islructed  early  in  the  present  season, 
and  it  would  be  i  nposible   to  progress  so  rapidly  with  i 


the  building,  as  to  succeed  in  turning  the  arches  for 
the  third  story  floor  before  the  month  of  October,  or 
November;  were  we  to  pursue  this  course,  and  con- 
struct the  arches  in  the  fall,  the  frosts  of  winter  would 
expand  the  materials,  and  destroy  the  strengtii  of  the 
work.  There  is  required  about  25  feet  in  height  on  the 
whole  building,  together  with  one  story  of  arching,  be- 
fore we  will  be  prepared  for  turning  tlie  arches  for  the 
third  story  floor,  in  addition  to  this  height,  the  walls 
may  be  carried  up  5  feet  above  the  springing  line  of 
the  arches,  previous  to  constructing  them,  m;iking  30 
feet  in  height,  this  may  be  accomplished  without  dif- 
ficulty, during  the  present  season,  and  will  cost,  includ- 
ing the  work  to  be  done  on  the  porticoes,  $180,000. 

The  expense  of  enclosing  two  of  the  out-huild- 
ings  will  be  about  $80,000,  making  an  aggregate  of 
§260,000. 

This  amount  of  work  may  be  executed  during  the 
present  year  without  difficulty,  and  with  perfect  safety 
to  the  edifice. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

THO.  U.   WALTER, 

Architect. 
Girard  College,  April,  1835. 
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On  the  night  of  the  15th  instant,  ice  was  made  of 
the  thickness  of  a  dollar,  and  on  the  morning  ofthe 
16th,  snow  fell  to  the  depth  of  one  inch. 


Cattlic. — Tivo  very  fine  Cattle  were  brought  from 
Lancaster  county,  in  a  rail  road  car,  on  Saturday  the 
11th  inst.  They  were  raised  in  Manor  township,  in  that 
county,  by  Mr.  B.  Ilerr,  who  furnished  us  with  the 
fo'lowing  as'their  live   weight.s. 

The  Kirgest  about  5  years  old,  2,005  lbs. 

"  smallest     "     7         "  1,725     " 

In  this  instance,  we  have  another  proof  of  the  ad- 
vantages to  the  interior  to  be  derived  from  our  rail 
roads.  Had  these  cattle  been  driven  to  the  city,  the 
time  required  would  probably  have  been  6  or  8  days, 
besides  the  expense  of  a  person  or  two  to  drive  them — 
and  then  they  would  have  sufl^ered  in  the  flesh  so 
much  as  to  have  required  some  time  after  their  arrival 
here  to  recruit,  before  they  ctiuM  be  fit  for  the  slaugh- 
ter. Now  they  appear  perfectly  fresh — not  in  the  least 
exhausted — and  arrived  in  one  day  from  whence  they 
started.  The  enterprizing  farmer  accompanied  them. 
We  did  not  ascertain  what  the  comparative  expense 
of  this  mode  would  be — but  presume  it  does  not  ex- 
ceed what  would  have  been  paid  had  they  been  driven. 
This  we  underhand  is  the  first  instance  of  this  kind 
which  has  occurred. 

Printed  every  Saturday  morning  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GBDDKS,  No.   9  Library  street. 

The  publication  office  of  the  Register  has  been  re- 
moved from  Franklin  Place,  to  No.  61,  in  th»  Arcade, 
Western   Avenue,   up   stairs. 
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No.  381. 

EASTER{>'  PENITENTIARY. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of 
Peniisvh'aniu,  relative  tu  the  Eastern  Henitentiaiy, 
at  Phil.idelphia,— By  Mr.  Andeuso.y,  of  Deiawaie.— 
Read  in  the  House  of  Kepieseiitalives,  March  26, 
1835. 

The  joint  cimmiltee   to   wliich  so  much  of  the   Go- 
vernor's Message  as   relates   to   abuses   in   the  econo- 


my 


manag-t 


of  the  Ea 


Penitentiary, 


referred,  and  who  were  cliarged  with  an  ir.qun'y  into 
the  expediency  of  repealing  the  laws  which  prohibit  j 
grand  juries  from  visiting  the  Slate  Penitentiaries,  and 
of  eoactiiiga  law  to  authorize  grand  juries  to  vis  t  the  ] 
Penitentiaries  at  such  periods  as  may  be  neces;-ary  for 
the  good  order  and  management  of  s;iid  prisons,  and  ; 
the  least  interference  wiih  the  system  of  solitary  cor,- 
fineraentj 

REPOUT.  j 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Governor  in  his  an-  I 
uual  message  communicated  to  the  General  Assen.bly,  1 
"  information  received  from  a  high  official  source,  of 
abuses,  charged  by  individuals,  as  existing  ii\  the  econo- 
my and  management  of  the  institution  denominated  the 
Eastern  State  Penitentiary."  The  charges  alleged  were 
comprehended  in  the  message  under  the  following 
summary:  "Frequent  misapplication  of  the  public  pro- 
perty and  public  labour  to  the  private  advantages  ofl 
various  per...ons  connected  with  the  institution;  cruel  | 
and  unusual  punishments  inflicted  on  refractory  con- 
victs; and  the  indulgence  in  great  irregularities  and  gross  ' 
immoralities  on  the  part  of  thnse  concerned  in  the  man- 
agement and  general  superintendence  nf  the  institu- 
tion." "An  ins.ilution,  winch  besides  its  impoitancc  to  i 
.all  mankind,"  a^is  eloquently  le. narked  by  a  distinguish- 
ed writer,  "  has  fur  Americans  the  additional  interest 
of  h.aving  originated  with  them."  "That  community," 
remarks  tlie  same  wiiter,  "  which  first  conceived  the 
idea  of  aiiandoning  the  principle  of  mere  physical  force, 
even  in  respect  to  prisoni,  and  treating  their  inmates  as  j 
redeemable  beings,  who  are  subject  to  the  same  prin-  i 
ciples  of  action  with  the  rest  of  mankind,  though  im-  ! 
palled  by  vitiated  appetites  and  perverted  desires;  and  ! 
that  community,  which  alter  a  variety  of  un-uccessful 
trials,  would  nevertheless  not  give  up  the  principle, 
but  persevered  in  this  novel  experiment,  until  success  | 
has  crowned  its  perseverance,  must  occupy  an  elevated  | 
place  in  the  scale  of  political  or  social  civilization."- 


hish 


Lim.      Sh( 


To  Pennsylvania  belo 
originated  this  system,  and  she  has  persevered,  until 
success  has  crowned  her  perseverance.  Any  thing  af- 
fecting the  economy  and  management  of  tliis  institu- 
tion, thus  iilentified  with  our  national  honor  and  repu- 
tation, commanding  at  it  does  the  admiration  of  the 
whole  civilized  world,  and  concerning  the  cause  of 
humanity,  and  the  moral  improvement  of  mankind, 
niust  be  viewed  with  great  interest,  and  demanded,  as 
it  has  received,  the  most  anxious  inquiry,  and  the  se- 
verest investigation. 

Your  committee  impressed  with  the  importance  of 

the  subject,   both  as  regards  the  institution   itself,   and 

the  reputation  of  those  implicated  in  the  charges  which 

fcad  been  presented,  under  circumstances  so  imposing, 
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determined  to  make  the  fullest  investigation.  They 
soon  ascert.iined  that  it  could  not  be  conducted  at  Ilar- 
risbiirg.as  ndvantajjeou^ly  as  it  could  at  the  |'lace  where 
the  institution  was  located,  nor  without  incurring  a 
very  heavy- expense,  which  might  be  avoided  by  con- 
ducting it  at  Philadelphia. 

Tliey  iheiefore  determined  to  meet  for  this  purpose 
in  that  city,  on  the  16th  of  December  then  next,  and 
that  notice  should  be  given  to  the  Attorney  General, 
Inspectors  and  Wardens  of  the  Penitentiary,  of  this  de- 
termination. The  committee  had  ascertained  by  a 
communication  with  the  Governor,  that  "  the  high  of- 
fici  il  source  from  which  information  of  abuses  charged 
by  individuals"  was  received,  was  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral of  the  Commonwealth.  They  were  apprised  that 
these  abu.ses  charged,  would  implicate  "  the  reputa- 
tion" of  individuals,  and  they  knew  therefore  that  the 
investigation  would  assume  a  judicial  character,  as  it 
regarded  these  individuals. 

A  sense  of  obvious  propriety  at  once  suggested  that 
the  persons  implicated  should  have  full  notice,  and 
distinct  specifications.  The  committee  therefore,  be- 
fore tlicy  left  llariisburg,  adopted  i  resolution,  "  that 
the  Attorney  General  should  be  infm-med  that  the 
committee  was  organized  and  ready  to  proceed  to  busi- 
ness, and  that  previous  to  entering  upon  an  investiga- 
tion, he  will  himself,  or  name  a  prosecutor,  to  prefer 
the  charges  against  the  inspectors,  warden  and  others, 
of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary;  but  that  the  charges  be 
specifically  drawn  up  and  preferred,  copies  whereof 
shall  be  furnished  to  the  accused,  and  the  inquiry  con- 
fined to  those  charges." 

Yoiu'  committee  repaired  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  in  that  city  on  the 
16th  of  December  last,  and  immediately  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  their  official  duty.  It  became  mani- 
fest in  the  very  outset  of  the  business,  that  while  jus- 
tice to  individuals  required  that  they  should  be  fully 
informed  of  the  grounds  upon  which  ilieirconduct  was 
questioned,  that' a  due  con^deration  of  the  importance 
of  the  investigation,  as  affecting  a  great  state  interest, 
equally  requited  that  on  the  part  of  the  common- 
wealth, it  should  be  so  conducted,  that  a  full  and 
searching  inquiry  should  be  made.  While  therefore, 
the  committee  did  not  hesitate  to  direct  specifications 
of  charges  to  be  furnished,  and  to  allow  the  persons 
implicated,  the  advantages  of  counsel;  tliey  perceived 
that  to  conduct  the  investigation  properly,  on  the  part 
of  the  Stale,  it  was  essential  that  some  one  should  ap- 
pear for  the  commonwealth.  They  ascertained  that 
the  charges  made,  grew  out  of  a  previous  investigation 
before  the  board  of  inspectors,  where  evidence  was  ta- 
ken, which  it  was  supposed  sustained  them,  and  justi- 
fied  the  neces-ity  for  a  public  inquiry.  No  individual 
seemed  to  be  disposed  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
appearing  as  accuser,  or  to  conduct  the  proceeding  in 
that  character  f>efore  the  committee.  It  was  consider- 
ed therefore,  that  the  interest  of  the  commonwealth 
required,  and  public  opinion  demanded,  that  the  At- 
torney General  should  conduct  the  investigation  on  the 
part  of  the  State.  The  witnesses  who  were  examined 
to  these  charges,  were  for  the  most  part  unknown  to 
the  committee,  and  they   were  equally  ignorant  of  the 


points  to  which  their  testimony 


ny  should  be  directed  to 
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elicit  the  trut});  this  would  require  some  previous  ac- 
quaintance with  the  nature  of  the  evidence  which 
could  be  given,  and  the  character  of  the  individuals  by 
whom  such  evidence  was  lobe  given. 

The  impropriety  of  placing  the  committee,  who  were 
in  some  sort  judges,  to  pass  upon  the  conduct  of  indi- 
yiduals,  in  the  altitude  of  accusers,  and  require  that 
they  should  direct  the  investigation  with  a  seeming 
view  to  their  crimination,  occurred  to  the  committee. 
They  felt  that  it  was  important  in  these  circumstances 
that  the  Attorney  General  should  be  retained.  He  was 
acquainted  with  the  witnesses,  and  had  been  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  charges,  and  the  evi- 
dence in  reference  to  them. 

The  committee  were  aware  that  no  power  was  vest- 
ed in  them  to  employ  counsel,  and  they  passed  a  reso- 
lution to  this  effect;  but  Ihcy  were  satisfied,  that  as  Ihe 
.exigency  of  the  case  required  that  counsel  should  be 
employed,  that  the  proper  compensation  tor  the  ser- 
vice of  counsel  should  be  submitted  to  the  Legisla- 
tare,  in  the  confidence  that  a  suitable  provision  would 
be  made. 

They  frankly  communicated  their  resolulions  on  this 
point  to  the  Attorney  General,  who,  wi'h  a  degree  of 
promptness  which  does  him  credit,  at  once  agreed  to 
permit  t!ie  matter  to  rest  on  this  ground,  and  entered 
upon  the  very  laborious  duty  of  conducting  the  inves- 
tigation. 

Complying  with  the  resolution  of  the  committee, 
which  was  communicated  to  him,  he  prepared  the  fol- 
lowing specification  of  charges,  a  copy  of  which  was 
furnished  to  each  of  the  individuals  implicated: — 

CHARGES 
Against  the  Warden,  Officers  and  Agents  of  the  Eas'- 
prn  Penitentiary,  for  investigation  by  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  on  so  much  of 
the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  abuses  in  the 
economy  and  management  of  that  institution;  drawn 
up  and  preferred  by  the  Attorney  General,  conforma- 
bly to  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  dated  the  8th 
pf  DegetTiber,   13^4. 

First.  Practices  and  manners  among  the  officers, 
agents  and  females,  licentious  and  immoral;  attested  by 
indecent  conversation,  gross  personal  familiarities,  sex- 
ual intercourse,  and  the  existence  of  a  filthy  disease; 
generally  known  to  and  participated  in  by  the  warden, 
one  John  Holloway,  one  Richard  Blunden  and  his  wife, 
^nd  others  unknown. 

Second.  Embezzlement  and  misapplication  of  the 
public  provisions  and  public  property,  and  of  the  pub- 
lic labor,  to  the  private  and  unauthorized  use  and  ad- 
vantage of  various  persons  connected  with  the  institu- 
tion, and  of  others  unconnected  with  it;  on  the  part 
particularly  of  the  said  wife  of  Richard  Blunden,  and 
to  the  knowledge  and  with  the  connivance  of  the  war- 
den; as  also  to  the  use  and  advantage  of  the  warden, 
for  the  improving  and  working  of  a  farm  and  factory 
belonging  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  said  warden. 

Third.  Cruel  and  unusual  punishments  inflicted  by 
order  of  the  warden  upon  refractory  convicts;  exem- 
plified in  the  two  following  cases:  the  case  of  one  Sen- 
eca Plumly,  who,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  was  tied  up 
against  the  wall  attached  to  his  cell,  by  the  wrists, 
while  buckets  of  extremely  cold  water  were  thrown 
upon  him  from  a  he'ght,  which  partly  froze  on  his  head 
and  person,  and  he  was  shortly  after  discharged  as  in- 
curably insane;  and  the  case  of  Matthias  Maccumsey, 
in  whose  moutli  an  iron  bar  or  gag  was  sn  forcibly  fas-t- 
ened,  that  his  blood  collected  and  suffused  upon  his 
brain,  and  he  suddenly  died  under  the  treatment. 

Fourth.  Known  practices  and  habits  inconsistent 
with  the  object  and  principles  of  a  penitentiary  and  its 
system,  subversive  of  its  order,  regularity  and  security; 
such  as  the  giving  of  large  entertainments  within  the 
prison,  by  the  warden,  carousing  and  dapcing  late  at 


night  at  the  apartments  of  the  said  wife  of  Richard 
Blunden,  within  the  walls,  frequent  intoxication,  ha- 
bitual intercourse  with  lewd  and  depraved  persons,and 
irregular  hours  also  on  the  part  of  the  said  wife  of 
Richard  Blunden,  and  with  the  knowledge  and  conni- 
vance of  the  warden. 

Fifth.  A  frequent  and  illegal  practice  in  the  treat- 
ment of  convicts  by  the  warden,  of  departing  from,  and 
in  effect  disregarding  the  sentences  of  the  courts  of 
justice:  relaxing  their  severity,  commuting  their  in- 
flictions, or  evading  their  real  meaning:  thus  substitut- 
ing his  individual  caprice  or  discretion  for  the  de- 
cisions of  the  law,  and  defeating  the  regularity  and  pre- 
cision which  ought  to  characterize  the  penitentiary 
system. 

Samuel  R.  Wood,  the  warden,  Richard  Blunden,  and 
John  Halloway,  appeared  before  the  committee  with 
counsel.  And  although  it  was  in  the  outset  stated  by 
the  Attorney  Gener.al,  that  there  was  no  design  to  pre- 
fer charges  against  the  board  of  inspectors,  or  any  of 
them,  yet,  as  the  investigation  concerned  an  impoitant 
institution  in  some  degree  committed  to  their  trust,  and 
as  the  investigation  might  involve  their  management  of 
it,  it  was  considered  right  that  they  should  be  permit- 
ted to  appear  and  participate  in  it.  A  resolution  was 
acc.rdingly  adopted,  giving  to  the  board  of  inspectors 
this  right. 

Having  adjusted  these  preliminary  points,  the  com"- 
mittee  commenced  the  examination  of  witnesses  and 
testimony.  They  continued  in  session  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  from  the  16th  day  of  December,  the  day 
on  which  they  met  there,  until  the  22d  of  January  fol- 

lowing,  when  tley  adjourned  to  meet  in  Harrisburg . 

During  this  peried,  sixty-five  witnesses  were  examined, 
and  their  testimony  reduced  to  writing;  and  after  their 
return  to  Harrisburg,  another  witness,  who  had  been 
prevented  by  indisposition,  from  giving  evidence  be- 
fore the  committee  in  the  city,  appeared  and  was  exr 
amined,  and  his  testimony  reduced  to  writing  also. 

Your  committee  now  present  Ihe  result  of  the  labo. 
rious  and  important  investigation  with  which  they  have 
been  charged,  and  such  suggestions  as  have  occurred 
to  them  to  grow  out  of  it. 

Under  the  first  charge  of  "practices  and  manners 
among  the  officers,  agents  and  females,  licentious  and 
immoral,"  much  evidence  was  given.  It  appears  that 
the  warden,  Sumuel  I!.  Wood,  who,  by  law,  is  author- 
ized to  employ  the  under  keepers,  had  engaged  Richard 
Blunden,  as  an  under  keeper.  Richard  Blunden  was  a 
married  man,  and  had  resiiled  with  his  wife  at  Norris- 
town,  in  Montgomery  county.  He  there  became  ac- 
quainted with  Mr.  Wood,  and  was  employed  by  him  in 
his  private  business.  The  warden  had  great  confidence 
in  him,  and  when  he  consented  to  accept  the  office 
which  he  now  holds,  he  determined  to  employ  Richard 
Blunden.  The  evidence  concurred  in  establishing  the 
propriety  of  this  selection,  and  proved  that  Mr.  Blun- 
den was  a  most  excellent  olBcer,having  theconfidenee, 
in  a  remarkable  degree,  not  only  of  the  very  respecta- 
ble gentlemen  who,  from  no  other  than  philanthropic 
and  humane  motives,  have  been  induced  to  serve  in 
the  very  onerous  office  of  inspector,  but  of  all  the  offi- 
cers of  the  institution,  and  the  affection  and  respect  of 
every  convict  committed  to  his  charge,  towards  whom 
his  deportment  seems  to  have  been  characterized  at 
once  by  kindness  and  decision. 

When  this  officer  came  with  his  wife  to  the  peniten- 
tiary, unfortunately  provision  was  made  for  the  resi- 
dence of  his  family,  as  it  was  for  the  residence  of  the 
families  of  other  of  the  keepers,  within  the  walls.  This 
arrangement,  it  appears,  was  opposed  from  the  first,  by 
Mr.  Wood,  who  wished  to  exclude  all  families  from  the 
penitentiary,  he  being,  very  properly,  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  much  better  that  the  families  of  the  ki  epers 
should  reside  elsewhere.  The  very  respectable  board 
of  inspectors,  it  seemed,  differed  with  him  in  opinion; 
at  all  events,  as  a  present  arrangement,  and  while  tha 
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building  of  cells  was  in  progress.  Tliey  seemed  to 
have  been  governed  by  a  view  to  economy  and  conve- 
nience. Apartments  under  this  arrangement  within 
the  fiiml  buiMing  were  assigned  to  Mr.  Bhinden  and 
his  Tamily,  and  he  was  permitted  to  board  some  of  the 
under  keepers,  and  persojis  who  were  engaged,  either 
in  that  capacity,  or  in  the  woik  then  goicig  on  in  the 
penitentiary. 

These  apartments  were  as  much  the  distinct  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  and  .Mrs.  Blunden,  being  secured  to  them 
by  contract  with  the  board  of  inspectors.as  would  have 
been  a  residence  elsewhere.  After  the  family  of  Mr. 
Blunden  Was  thus  established  within  the  walls  of  the 
penitentiary,  she,  it  seems, was  employed  at  a  stipulated 
sum,  to  be  paid  to  her  husband,  to  superintend  and  con- 
duct a  certain  part  of  the  cookery  for  the  prisoners. — 
Intimations  and  complaints  against  improper  conduct 
on  her  part  were,  after  she  had  been  some  time  in  this 
situation,  made  to  one  of  the  inspectors.  This  induced 
an  investigation  before  the  board  of  inspectors,  which 
covered,  for  the  most  p.irt,  the  same  charges  which 
Were  made  before  the  committee.  Tiiis  investigation 
proved  tlie  great  propriety  of  the  objection  made  by 
the  warden  to  the  residence  of  the  families  of  keepers 
and  others  within  the  walls,  and  in  June  fullowirig  this 
investigatiooj  the  residence  of  Mrs.  B.unden  was  re- 
moved from  the  penitentiary,  she  having  been  dismissed 
from  all  occupation  in  the  institution  from  the  time  of 
that  investig-.ition. 

As  she  had  ceased  to  be  employed  there,  her  conduct 
no  matter  how  improper,  hdd  ceased  to  be  a  matter  of 
any  concern  to  the  public,  e-xcept  so  far  as  it  might  be 
connected  by  proof,  with  the  conduct  of  those  who 
were  sl'll  engaged  in  the  economy  and  management  of 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary-  In  this  point  of  view,  a  full  1 
and  free  inquiry  into  her  conduct,  while  she  resided  in  I 
the  institution,  was  permitted  by  your  committee,  and  i 
your  committee  regret  to  say  that,  so  far  as  regards  this 
woman,  the  evidence  did  go  to  prove  very  gross  and  j 
improper  deportment  and  practices,  entirely  unbecom- 
ing her  sex  and  condition.  Tlie  committee  might,  from  ' 
the  evidence,  infer  her  guilt  of  the  charge  now  under  : 
consideration,  but  as  that  point  is  no  way  material  to  ' 
any  conclusion  to  which  your  committee  could  propei  ly 
direct  your  attention,  but  in  so  far  as  it  might  be  prov- 
ed that  the  present  officeis  of  the  institutiim  had  par- 
ticipated in  it.  the  committee  refrain  from  the  consider- 
ation of  this  unpleasant  point,  and  pass  to  the  only  im-  j 
portant  inquiry  was  this  conduct  "  known  and  partici- 
pated in  by  the  warden,  one  John  HoUoway,  and  one 
Richard  Blunden?" 

Before  the  committee  proceed  to  examine  this  ques- 
tion, as  it  affects  the  warden,  it  is  altogether  proper  to 
state  that  your  committee  received  evidence  of  the 
general  good  character  of  that  gentleman.  It  is  a  well 
established  principle  affecting  all  investigations  which, 
in  their  tendency,  may  be  calculated  to  criminate  any 
individual,  that  such  evidence  shall  be  received,  and 
that  when  the  person  accused  can  make  out  a  general 
good  character,  it  is  strong  and  persuasive  evidence, 
and  in  all  cases  of  doubt,  or  mere  suspicion  should  lead 
to  a  full  and  honorable  acquittal. 

On  this  point  the  warden  occupied  pre-eminent 
ground.  For  many  years  a  member  ol  the  Philadelphia 
society  for  alleviating  the  miseries  of  public  prisons — 
a  society  which  originated  in  1776,  and  to  which  be- 
longs the  distinguished  honor  of  leading  the  way  in  the 
amelioration  of  our  penal  code,  and  in  establishing  a 
penitentiary  system  on  the  principle  of  separate  or  soli- 
tary confinement;  a  member,  also,  for  many  years,  of 
the  board  of  inspectors  of  what  is  now  called  the  Wal- 
nut Street  Prison ;  his  mind  seems  to  have  been  devoted 
with  much  earnestness  to  the  cause  of  humanity,  and 
the  improvement  for  this  purpose  of  what  is  now  ap- 
propriately called  the  Pennsylvania  Penitentiary  system. 
Without  any  other  compensation  or  reward  than  "  the 
luxruy  uf  doing  good,"  this  gentleman  devoted  his  time 


!  and  means  to  this  interesting.but  tomany,  revolting  sub- 
•  ject.  Not  satisfied  widi  the  knowledge  acquired  in  his 
own  country,  like  the  celebrated  Howard,  he  visited 
the  prisons  of  foregn  countries,  and  there  added  to  his 
aire  .d.  great  experience. 

Such  untiring  singleness  of  purjVosc  in  the  pursuit  of 
knowledge  for  the  alleviatian  of  human  misery,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  moral  condition  of  mankind, 
without  any  selfish  motive  to  actuate  it,  is  certainly  in- 
dicative of  a  sound  head  and  a  pure  heart. 

After  the  return  of  Mr.  Wood,  from  Europe,  his  great 
reputation  in  this  respect  was  well  known,  and  when, 
in  1829,  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  was  about  to  be 
opened  to  receive  convicts,  the  inspectors  with  great 
earnestness,  pressedupon  Mr-  Wood  the  acceptance  of 
the  situation  of  warden  which  he  now  iiolds.  Af- 
ter some  hesitation  and  reluctance  on  his  part,  he 
yielded  to  the  importunity  of  the  friends  of  humanity, 
who  were  anxious  to  place  un<ler  his  direction  an  institu- 
tion which  would  carry  into  full  effect  the  greatsystem  so 
long  urged  by  philantliropists,  and  to  which  Mr.  Wood 
himself  h  .d  been  so  much  devoted.  Messrs.  De  Beau- 
mont and  De  Toqueville,  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  King  of  the  French,  to  visit  the  penitentiaries  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  did  visit  those  of  the  different 
states,  speak  in  these  strong  terms  of  our  warden. 

"Among  the  superintendents  of  the  American  peni- 
tentiaries we  have  especially  to  mention  Mr.  Samuel  R. 
Wood,  director  of  the  new  Philadelphia  prison— a  man 
of  superior  mind,  who,  influenced  by  religious  senti- 
ments, has  abandoned  his  former  career,  in  order  to  de- 
vote himself  entirely  to  the  success  of  an  establishment 
so  useful  to  his  community." 

Another  gentleman.  Dr.  Francis  Lieber,  already 
knownasa  distinguishedscholarand  philanthropist,  and 
for  great  knowledge  of  penal  law,  and  the  peniten- 
tiary system,  as  connencted  with  it,  and  who  has  given 
to  our  language  one  among  the  best  books  that  hate 
been  written  on  this  subject;  in  speaking  of  .>lr.Woodi 
says,*  "1  have  visited  many  of  the  penitentiaries  on  this 
continent.  I  have  not  of  course  become  acquainted 
with  the  wardens  of  other  penitentiaries  as  well  as  t 
have  with  Mr.  Wood,  because  I  have  resided  hefe;  but 
I  never  found  a  superintendent  of  any  penitentiary  of  a 
more  humane  disposition,  and  clearer  mind  on  all  sub- 
jects of  the  penitentiary  system,  than  Mr.  Wood;  I  must 
add  here,  that  I  have  received  from  no  one  more  sound 
practical  knowledge  of  the  penitentiary  system  general, 
ly,  than  from  Mr.  Wood.  I  have  for  my  part,  never 
become  acquainted  with  a  person  whom  I  thought 
equally  fitted  for  that  station." 

To  this  may  be  added  the  evidence  of  persons  of  the 
first  respectability,  who  concurred  in  their  testimony; 
to  the  high  moral  character  of  Mr.  Wood,  and  with 
whom  they  had  been  intimate  for  years.  And  this 
evidence  was  not  attempted  to  be  contradicted  by  any 
one. 

The  committee  would  have  yielded  with  great  reluc- 
tance to  testimony  which  went  to  compel  theconvictioH 
of  one  who  had  hitherto  been  remarkable  for  his  moral 
excellence,  and  his  humane  concern  for  the  good  even 
of  the  most  abandoned.  It  would  have  been  painful  to 
have  been  driven  to  any  such  conclusion.  But  the  com- 
mittee were  determined  to  permit  no  consideration  of 
this  sort  to  interfere  with  the  severest  inquirv-  They 
therefore  allowed  a  latitude  almost  without  a  limit,  an'd 
they  feel  pleasure  in  declaring  that  it  has  not  resulted 
in  establishing  against  the  warden  any  thing  to  tarnish 
the  high  character  we  have  already  referred  to.  We 
consider  it  unfortunate  that  Mrs.  Blunden,  of  whom  we 
have  already  spoken,  was  ever  permitted  lo  reside 
within  the  walls  of  the  penitentiary;  and  perhaps  to  this 
circumstance  most  of  the  mischiefs  complained  of  may 
be  traced,  but  in  considering  whether  a  person  of  high 
character   has  been  guilty   with   her,   care  should  be 
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taken  to  separate  any  infamy  whicli  may  have  been 
proved  to  be  attached  to  her,  from  ihe  consideralion  of 
the  evidence  of  any  such  participation.     No  evidence 
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on  the  part  of  Mr.  Wood,  nor  of  any  such  on 
the  part  of  Mrs.  Blunden,  or  any  olhei  peison  in  his 
presence,  and  with  his  knowledge,  and  although  a 
jealous  mind  might  infer  guilt  from  the  smile  of  benevo- 
lence, with  which  the  warden  is  wont  to  regard  all  per- 
sons, or  from  the  fact  that  the  employment  of  this  wo- 
man in  the  house  frequenilv  brought  them  together,  in 
the  same,  more  especiallv  as  she  attended  to  his  ward- 
robe, yet  no  rule  of  propriety  or  reason  would  justify- 
any  such  conclusion. 

As  to  Uichard  Blunden,  there  was  no  evidence  which 
■went  to  implirate  him  on  this  point,  or  to  show  that 
he  had  in  any  degree  encouraged  or  promoted  any  im- 
proper conduct  ot  his  wife. 

Of  John  Holloway,  the  clerk  of  the  Institution,  evi- 
dence was  given  of  improper  language  havinc;  been 
used  m  his  presence,  but  not  by  him.  It  may  be  too 
that  ui_discretion  may  have  betrayed  this  gentleman 
into  a  greater  degree  of  familiarity  with  tliis  woman 
than  a  delicate  sense  of  propriety  would  justify;  but 
the  evidence  as  to  this  did  not  establish  enough  to  coun- 
tervail the  evidence  of  general  good  character,  which 
this  gentleman  adduced,  or  to  make  it  proper 
under  the  circumstances  for  further  notice  from  the 
committee. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  the  first  charge,  we  proceed 
t»  the  second:  "  Embezzlement  and  misapplication  of 
public  provisions,  and  public  property,  and  of  the  pub- 
lic labor.  Sec." 

The  evidence  on  this  charge  related  principally  to 
two  points,  the  firsi,  the  embezzlement  and  misappli- 
cation of  the  public  provisions  and  property  bv  Mr. 
Blunden,  with  tlie  knowledge  and  connivance  of  the 
warden;  second,  the  use  of  the  public  labor,  or  the 
labor  of  convicts;  or  those  emplojed  bv  the  State,  for 
the  use  of  the  warden,  without  proper  compensa'tion 
having  been  made  to  the  State. 

On  the  fir=t  point  the  evidence  did  show  that  there 
was  reason  to  believe  that  tliis  woman  had  been  in  the 
practice  of  embezzleing  provisions,  groceries,  &c.  and 
of  applying  ihem  to  her  private  use,  but  there  was  not 
the  shadow  of  evidence  which  went  to  affect  Mr.  Wood, 
with  any    knowledge  of  such   conduct,   much  less  to 


prove  any  participation  in  it.     Notwithstand 


lation  which  subsists  between  Richard  Blunden,  and 
his  wife,  leading  to  the  conclusion  that  he  might  have 
known  any  impropriety  on  her  part  in  thisrespect;  yet, 
it  is  equally  true  that  the  evidence  went  to  negative 
any  such  knowledge,  and  to  evince  that  he  was  always 
careful  to  protect  the  public  property  against  any  im- 
proper use. 

In  regard  to  the  second  point  under  this  charge, 
which  presented  an  investigation  of  the  alleged  use  of 
public  labor  for  the  private  interest  of  the  warden, 
without  a  proper  compensation  for  it,  evidence  was 
given  to  show  that  the  warden  had  bfecome  interested 
as  the  co-partner  of  other  gentlemen  in  a  farm,  and  in  a 
manufactory  forsawing  marble  &c.  That  certain  iron, 
and  wood  work  was  done  for  these  concerns  in  the 
Penitentiary.  As  to  the  former  it  was  alleged  that  the 
prices  at  which  it  was  charged,  were  below  the  prices 
at  which  such  work  could  have  been  procured  else- 
where. On  this  point  there  was  contradictory  evidence, 
and  it  did  appear  that  the  prices  whether  right  or  not 
were  fixed,  not  by  Mr.  Wood,  but  by  another  person. 
It  was  supposed  that  the  carpenter  work  done  for  Mr 
Wood,  was  done  by  workmen  who  were  paid  by  the 
state,  and  of  materials  which  belonged  to  the  slate,  but 
It  was  .shown  by  satisfactory  evidence,  that  both  these 
suppositions  were  unfounded  and  that  Mr.  Wood 
could  not  be  properly  charged  with  any  thing  wrong  in 
Ihis  business.  .■         o  t> 


But  although  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  on  this 
point  no  criminality  is  imputable  to  the  warden  yet 
they  have  been  induced  by  the  evidence  to  consider  of 
the  propriety  of  prohibiting,  in  future,  the  warden  and 
under  keepers  from  being  concerned  in  any  other  busi- 
ness or  employment  than  the  duties  of  their  respective 
offices.  There  is  an  obvious  propriety  in  avoiding  the 
mingling  of  private  accounts  and  business  with  that 
which  belongs  to  the  public.  Independent  of  ihis,  the 
time  required  for  other  pursuits,  or  the  care  which  they 
miKht  induce,  tends  at  all  events  to  divide  attention 
which  should  be  exclusively  directed  to  a  trust  of  so 
much  importance  and  delicacy.  Setting  aside  the  con- 
sideration of  the  temptations  «hich  arise  from  minglingf 
private  business  with  that  of  a  public  trust,  to  make  the 
latter  subserve  the  former,  it  at  all  events  gives  occa- 
sion to  suspicion,  and  reproach,  calculated  to  impair 
public  confidence.  The  committee  therefore  have 
thought  proper  to  recommend  a  prohibition  on  this 
subject  which  is  embraced  in  the  bill  herewith  report- 
ed. With  like  views,  but  without  intending  to  convey 
censure  upon  any  one,  the  committee  have  judged  that 
it  will  be  proper  to  prohibit  any  work  being  done  to 
order  in  the  penitentiary  for  anv  of  the  inspectors  or 
officers  of  the  institution.  After  any  work  is  done 
there  can  be  no  objection  to  purchases  being  made  by 
them  as  by  other  individuals.  The  committee  have 
therefore  included  in  the  bill  reported  a  prohibition  of 
such  work  to  order. 

The  next  charge  is  one  of  great  magnitude,  had  pro- 
duced much  excitement  in  the  public  mind,  and  the 
invist'gation  of  it  occupied  much  time.  1  his  charge 
was  of  cruel  and  unusual  punishments,  inflicted  by 
order  of  the  \yarden,  upon  relractory  convicts,  &c. 
1  his  general  charge  was  accompanied,  it  will  be  per- 
ceived, by  the  specification  of  two  cases:  I.  The  case 
of  Seneca  Plumly,  who,  it  was  said,  had  been  "  tied  up 
against  a  wall  in  the  depth  of  winter,  «  hile  buckets  of 
extreme  cold  water  were  thrown  upon  him,  which  part- 
ly froze  on  his  head  and  person,  and  he  w.is  shortly 
after  discharged  as  incurably  insane."  2.  The  ca<e  of 
Matthias  Maccumsey,  in  "  whose  mouth  an  iron  bar  or 
gag  was  so  forcibly  fastened,  that  his  blood  coiftcted 
and  suffused  upon  his  brain,"  and  he  suddenly  died 
under  this  treatment. 

It  is  assumed  in  this  charge  that  the  prisoners  or  con- 
victs upon  whom  these  punishments  were  alleged  to 
have  been  inflicted,  were  relractory  convicts;  and  this 
assumption  was  fully  made  out  by  the  evidence.  It 
must  be  remembered,  that  although  our  penitentiary 
system  has  for  one  of  its  objects  the  reformation  of  the 
convict,  that  its  unfortunate  inmates  are  men  of  idle 

habits,  vicious  propensities,  and  depraved  passions 

Requiring  as  it  does  that  these  habits  should  be  chang- 
ed, these  propensities  checke(i,  and  passions  subdued, 
before  the  work  of  reformation  can  be  commenced,  it 

is  plain  that  the  first  step   is  to  produce  obedience 

This  with  many  convicts,  if  not  all,  is  a  matter  of  much 

difficulty,    requiring  great  firmness  and  discretion 

Gentle  means,  although  not  without  efl^ect,  are  seldom 
sufHcientof  themselves  to  produce  this  object:  and  yet 
it  must  be  produced,  or  nothing  can  be  done.  Hence 
it  becomes  necessary  to  adopt  some  punishment  beyond 
that  which  is  inflicted  under  the  sentence  of  the  con- 
vict, and  which  is  essential  to  secure  his  quiet  subjec- 
tion to  that  sent(  nee.  To  allow  him  a  refractory  dis- 
regard ot  the  proper  order  of  tlie  institution,  would  be 
not  only  of  great  prejudice  to  himself,  but  would  seri- 
ously afi'ect  those  in  whom  a  more  proper  frame  of  mind 
had  been  produced. 

Our  system  requires  not  only  labor,  but  solitude, 
which  combined  are  calculated  to  biing  about  reflec- 
tion upon  past  misdeeds,  and  their  evil  ccnsequences. 
It  will  not  do  to  allow  the  convict  to  interrupt  that  soli- 
tude by  obstreperous  noise,  or  to  refuse  to  perform  his 
work,  or  in  any  respect  withhold  the  most  implicit  obe- 
dience to  the  order  of  the  institution. 
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In  all  tlie  penitentiaries  in  the  United  States,  such 
piinibhinenis  are  resorted  to.  In  m.iny,  the  lash  is  used 
as  the  chief  disciphnary  means  of  exacting  this  essential 
obedience.  This  is  the  case  sft  Auburn  and  Sing-Sing-, 
the  great  institutions  of  our  sister  state  of  New  York. 
We  have,  however,  for  reasons  not  necessiry  here  to 
be  jnsisteil  on,  but,  as  we  think,  sufficiently  apparent, 
always  rejected  this  punishment:  but  dimii'iisUed  food, 
the  dark  cell,  deprivation  of  work,  the  use  of  the 
strait  jacket,  and  the  gag,  have  been  resorted  to  with 
us,  rather  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  than  upon  any 
well-'lefiiied  legal  rule.  General  power  is  conferred 
upon  the  inspectors  "  to  make  such  rules  for  the  inter- 
nal government  of  said  prison,  as  may  not  be  incon:.is- 
tent  with  the  principles  of  solitary  confinement,"  "if 
they,  on  conference,  find  it  necessary;"  but  they  have 
not  exercised  this  power.  In  most  penitentiaries,  rules 
for  this  purpose  do  not  seem  to  have  been  adopted. — 
The  difficulty  of  forming  such  rulesmiistorcur  to  every 
one,  and  hence,  no  doubt,  it  is,  that  for  the  most  part, 
a  large  and  liberal  discret  on  is  vested  in  the  warden 
or  superintendent;  whicli,  after  all,  must  be  the 
case  under  any  system  of  rules  which  could  be  de- 
vised. 

It  was  well  known  when  the  present  warden  of  our 
Eastern  Penitentiary  was  appointed,  that-  he  united 
to  great  experience,  a  well  established  character  lor 
humanity,  firmness  and  discretion,  and  it  was  believed 
by  the  board  of  inspectois,  that  he  woidd  require  no 
other  guide  in  the  ilischarge  of  his  important  and  re- 
sponsible duties:  for  this  reason  no  such  rules  were 
drawn.  The  warden  was  left  to  his  own  discretion, 
and  to  regulate  that,  he  of  course  wiiuld  naturally  refer 
tt)  the  practice  of  other  institutions  of  a  similar  nature. 
In  cuiisidei-ing  this  charge  ami  specifications  it  is  mate- 
rial that  this  should  be  kept  in  view. 

The  specification  in  the  case  of  Plumly,  represents 
him  as  having  been  discharged  shortly  after  lie  was 
ducked,  "  incurably  insane,"-leaving  as  an  inference 
that  his  insanity  was  occasioned  by  the  use  of  the  cold 
bath.  It  was  well  ascertained  that  he  was  insane  at 
the  time  he  was  committed,  and  that  no  change  in  this 
respect,  took  place  while  he  was  in  the  Penitentiary. 
Was  thi.s  punishment  of  this  unfortunate  prisoner  cruel 
and  unusual?  It  was  certainly  proved  that  many 
buckets  of  water  had  been  poured  upon  him  on  a  very 
coM  day,  and  your  committee  cannot  avoid  the  conclu- 
sion, that,  under  the  circumstances,  it  was  imliscrett; 
but  the  transaction  -aas  deprived  of  all  evidence  of 
cruelty,  which  always  implies  intention,  by  the  evi- 
dence which  was  given.  It  was  clearly  proved  tliat 
the  use  of  the  cold  shower  bath  is  frequently  employed 
for  insane  patients,  not  only  as  curative,  but  disciplina- 
ry means,  in  the  best  institutions  for  this  unlortunate 
class  of  men  in  the  city  and  vicinity  of  Philadelphia. — 
One  instance  of  a  simdar  application  of  cold  water  was 
remarkable;  it  occurred'in  the  insane  ho-pital  belong- 
ing to  the  society  of  Friends,  so  distinguished  for  their 
enlightened  humanity. 

Thirteen  buckets  of  cold  water  were  in  that  case 
poured  out  on  one  patient,  in  cnld  weather.  It  was 
intended  to  cui-e  him  of  filthy  habits,  and  it  effected  it. 
This  was  an  object  in  the  case  of  Plumly;  and  no  doubt 
the  knowledge  which  the  waiden  had  on  the  subject, 
induced  I'.im  to  resort  to  the  s  ime  means.  This  punish- 
ment coidd  not  then,  with  any  propriety  be  called  unu- 
sual, anil  the  very  fact,  well  known,  th.at  it  was  in  lami- 
liar  use  in  such  cases,  goes  far  to  demonstiate  that  its 
use  was  without  cruelty,  and  only  to  be  condemned  on 
account  of  the  indiscretion  of  using  it  at  a  time  when 
the  weather  was  so  cold.     No  evidence  was  however 
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followed.  Whether  tl.is  punishment  had  been  direct- 
ed to  be  inflict,  d  by  the  warden  on  that  day  or  not, 
was  the  subject  ol  contrailictory  evidence. 

2.   It  was  in  proof  that  an  iron  gag  had  been  placed 
on  the  convict  Maccumsey,  whose   conduct  on   that. 


taken  off;  but  every  effort  to  revive  him  proved  inef- 
fectual, and  he  died. 

This  unfortunate  circumstance  naturally  excited 
much  feeling,  in  which  every  one  seems  to  have  parti- 
cipated, and  induced  some  to  suppose  that  the  death  of 
the  convict  was  occasioned  by  the  use  of  the  gag.  This 
impression  seemed  to  have  gained  ground,  and  it  was 
upon  this  that  the  grave  specification  under  considera- 
tion was  made. 

It  was  in  full  proof  that  the  use  of  the  gag  as  a  means 
of  punishment,  was  not  unusual.  It  appears  that  it  has 
been  employed  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  tliat 
it  had  been  used  in  the  Walnut  street  prison,  and  it  had 
also  been  frequently  resorted  to  in  the  Eastern  peniten- 
tiary, in  the  case  of  other  prisoners,  and  in  the  case  of" 
Maccumsey  himself,  without  any  injurious  effect  having 
been  produced.  It  was  not  therefore  an  "unusual 
punislinient,"  and  it  may  be  inferred  hum  this,  that  it 
had  not  been  considered  a  cruel  punishment.  In  sup- 
port of  this  position,  it  was  also  provetl  that  the  highly 
respectable  gentleman  who  holds  the  office  of  physician 
in  the  institution,  who  is  alike  distinguished  for  his 
humanity,  intelligence,  and  science,  had  so  far  consid- 
ered that  It  was  not  improper,  that  he  had  suggest- 
ed at  some  period  before  the  death  of  Maccumsey,  an 
improvement  in  the  mode  of  attsching  the  instrument 
upon  a  refractory  convict. 

This  evidence  certainly  goes  far,  if  it  does  not 
entirely  relieve  the  punishment  in  this  case  from 
all  intentional  cruelty  on  the  part  of  those  who  had  in- 
fiicted  it. 

It  was  still  important  In  the  investigation  of  this 
charge  to  ascertain  whether  the  death  of  Maccumsey, 
had  in  fact  been  occasioned  by  the  use  of  the  g.g.  To 
show  that  it  was  not,  evidence  was  introduced  of  the 
post  mortem  examination  of  the  body  of  the  convict.  A 
dissection  of  his  head  disclosed  very  cleat  ly  that  he  died 
of  a  di  ease  of  the  btain.  The  indications  which  were 
presented  in  this  dissection,  proved  that  this  disease 
was  a  chronic  disease,  or  one  of  long  standing  which 
terminated  at  the  time  the  gag  was  put  on  him,  in  apo- 
plexy, and  occasioned  his  death. 

This  conclusion  too  was  fortified  by  the  many 
symptoms  of  insanity  which  were  frequently  dis- 
covered in  his  previous  violent  and  unreasonable 
conduct. 

Evidence  was  also  given  by  very  many  surgeons  and 
physicians,  professors  in  our  medical  colleges  and 
others;  'whose  reputation  is  well  known  not  only 
throughout  our  own  country,  but  abroad,  to  prove  that 
the  gagas  applied  was  not  natuially  calculated  to  pro- 
duce cteath.  The  anatumical  constiuction  of  the  head 
and  neck  of  the  human  body  is  such  that  it  could  have 
produced  neitlier  strangulation,  or  a  stoppage  of  the 
circulation  of  the  blood.  The  conclusion  in  which 
these  gentlen-.en  concurred,  and  with  which  your  com- 
mittee were  satisfied,  was,  that  although  the  application 
of  the  gag  was  a  coincident  circumstance;  it  was  not 
"connected  with  t:  e  unfortunate  event  as  cause  and 
effect."  It  is  true  that  when  a  tendency  to  disease  of 
the  brain  exists,  any  excitement  may  precipitate  the 
diseases  to  a  fatal  result.  Extraordinary  emotions  of 
joy  or  anger,  or  the  like,  have  not  unfrequently  produ- 
ced deatii  in  such  cases.  And  it  may  be  a  subject  of 
speculation,  whether  the  use  of  the  gag  in  the  case  un- 
der consideration  may  not  have  been  an  exciting  cause 
of  the  disease,  which  had  been  in  progress,  and  which 
was  brought  to  full  maturity  wliih-  the  gag  was  on — 
But  such  speculations  must  of  necessity  leave  the  qiies- 
lion  still  in  doubt,  nor  would  the  solution  of  it  in  any 
degree  tend  to  any  proper  conclusion  as  to  the  conduct 
of  the  individuals  concerned  in  the  transaction.  It  may 
be  also  remarked,  that  if  it  should  be  admitted  that  the 
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use  of  the  gug  had  been  the  exciting  cause  of  the  con- 
summation of  the  pre-existing  disease,  it  coQld  not  be 
taken  as  any  evidence  of  guiif  on  the  part  of  those  who 
applied  it,  tor  tlie  same  thing  might  have  been  produc 
ed  by  exciting  the  anger,  or  any  other  violent  emotion 
or  struggle  on  the  part  of  the  couvict,  by  any  other 
instrument  or  means  which  would  have  resirained 
any  part  of  his  person,  or  produced  such  emotion  or 
struggle. 

The  committee  have  mucli  satisfaction  therefore  in 
dismissing  the  consideration  of  this  grave  charge  with 
a  full  acquittal  of  the  persons  implicated  froiS  all  crimi- 
nal intention  on  their  part  in  reference  to  it.  The  com- 
mittee however  are  of  opinion  that  there  was  great  pro- 
priety on  the  part  of  the  warden  in  discontinuing  the 
use  of  this  instrument;  which  he  did  from  the  time  of 
the  death  of  .Maccumsey.  They  consider  it  too  severe, 
and  that  it  should  be  avoided  for  the  future;  although  it 
m.iy  be  that  this  opinion  is  derited  from  the  unfor- 
tunate event  that  attended  its  use  in  the  case  of  Ma*- 


The  evidence  given  did  not  satisfy  the  committee 
that  there  was  any  thing  improper  in  the  use  of  the 
straiglit  jacket.  It  does  not  seem  in  any  case  to  have 
produced  Injurious  effects  or  to  be  calcuUted  to  pro- 
duce any,  while  it  has  often  served  a  good  purpose  in 
bringing  to  tranquillity  and  subjection,  the  refractory 
and  violent. 

The  committee  are  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  estab- 
lishing rules  for  the  regulation  of  prison  dscipline,  and 
that  under  any  rules  which  may  be  formed  there  must 
still  be  a  large  amount  of  discretion  vested  in  the  war- 
den; they  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  as  far  as  it  is 
practicable  they  should  be  laid  down.  They  m  ght 
embrace  some  general  classification  of  offences  against 
prison  discipline,  and  some  designation  of  the  punish- 
ment  to  be  inflicted.  By  the  act  of  23  of  April,  1829, 
as  we  have  said,  the  bo.ird  ot  inspectors  "  have  power 
if  they  on  conference  find  it  necessary,  to  make  such 
rules  as  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 
solitary  confinement, " 

By  this  act  it  is  left  to  their  discretion,  but  they  have 
in  fact  never  exercised  it.  The  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  it  should  be  imperative  upon  the  board 
to  frame  such  rules,  they  have,  tlierefore,  included  in 
the  bill  which  they  report  a  provision  for  this  purpose. 

The  committee  have  already  mentioned  that  an  inves- 
tigation, occupying  nearly  the  same  grounds  as  that 
conducted  by  tliem,  was  bad  before  the  board  of  in- 
spectors. It  appeared  that  in  that  investigation  several 
of  the  under  keepers  or  overseers  were  witnesses,  and 
that  after  it  was  closed  the  warden  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  board  determined  that  some  of  them  should 
be  discharged. 

It  appeared  that  differences  had  arisen  among  the 
officers  of  the  institution,  a  want  of  mutual  confidence 
existed,  and  there  were  other  causes  such  as  the  ex- 
pression of  infidel  opinions,  a  knowledge  of  abuses  and 
a  neglect  of  communicating  that  knowledge,  which 
affected  some  of  them,  and  which  induced  this  measure. 
The  want  of  mutual  cunfidence  :done  would  be  enough 
to  make  such  a  course  indispensable.  The  occasion 
does  not  require  any  expression  of  opinion  in  reference 
to  the  conduct  of  those  who  were  dismissed,  but  the 
fact  itself  suggested  to  your  committee  the  possible 
danger  of  abuse  of  the  absolute  right  given  the  warden 
by  the  act  of  1829,  "to  dismiss  whenever  he  thinks 
proper"  the  under  keepers  or  overseers.  The  com- 
mittee think  that  it  would  be  more  appropriate  to  allow 
the  warden  to  nominate  those  officers  to  the  board,  by 
whom  they  should  be  appointed,  and  that  they  should 
be  removable  frnm  office  by  the  board  of  inspectors 
alone;  and  they  have  made  this  apart  of  the  bill  which 
they  propose.  It  is  right  to  add  that  the  warden  very 
properly  submitted  to  the  board  the  propriety  of  dis- 
missing the  overseers  on-  the  present  oceasion. 


The  committee  were  strongly  persuaded  of  the  very 
onorous  duties  which  the  inspectors  of  this  institution 
were  requir'  d  to  perroi;m,  without  otht  r  compensation 
than  that  which  ihey  derive  from  a  commendable 
spirit  of  humanity.  Five  is  the  number  of  these  in- 
spectors jis  the  bo.rd  is  now  constituted.  This  number 
was  no  doubt  sufficient  H  hen  the  Institution  was  first 
established,  but  from  the  increase  Of  convicts,  who  on 
the  31st  of  December  last,  numbered  two  hundred  and 
eighteen,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  duties 
of  the  inspectors  cannot  be  performed  by  the  present 
number,  without  a  greater  sacrifice  of  time  On  their 
part,  than  it  would  be  reasonable  to  expect  from  them.- 
The  committee  too  are  persuaded  that  their  duties  arft 
of  great  importance,  and  they  feel  desirous  that  the 
bo-ard  slvould  be  so  organiaed  as  to  secure,  as  far  as 
practicable,  t'lte  exact  performance  of  them.  Witfc 
this  view  the  coirttnittee  propose  that  the  number  of 
inspectors  should  be  enlarged  to  nine,  three  of  whom 
should  be  appointed  annually  by  the  Supreme  Court,  so' 
that  each  inspector  shall  serve  three  years,  and  ihej^ 
have  reported  a  section  for  this  purpose  in  thfe  bill 
which  accompanies  this  report. 

The  duties  of  the  physiciati  of  tlie  penitentiary  are 
very  arduous,  and  are  constantly  increasing  as  the  peni- 
tentiary fills  up  with  convicts.  Humanity  requires  that 
this  officer  slinuM  always  be,  as  he  now  is  a  man  of 
learning  and  skill.  The  committee  think  that  to  secure 
the  continued  service  of  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Bache,  the 
salary,  $500  per  annum,  is  not  adequate,  and  that  it 
should  be  increased.  If  a  fair  and  liberal  compensation 
be  not  given,  for  a  proper  person  to  fill  this  depart- 
ment, it  cannot  be  expected  that  such  a  one  can  be  pro- 
cured  to  render  the  services  required  from  the  physi- 
cian by  the  act  of  Assembly,  and  which  the  increase 
of  the  convicts  in  the  institution  must  necessarily  aug- 
ment. 

The  committee  also  present  for  consideration,  a  sec- 
tion in  the  bill  which  provides  for  the  appointment,  by 
the  physician,  of  two  assistants,  who  are  not  to  receive 
any  compensation.  The  advantages  of  improvement 
which  the  practice  in  the  penitentiary  would  allow  to 
young  physicians,  would  no  doubt  induce  gentlemen  of 
this  liberal  profession,  who  are  ever  ready  to  embrace 
such  opportunities,  to  accept  these  as  they  do  similar 
appointments  in  other  like  public  institutions  in  the 
ciiy- 

We  have  before  adverted  to  one  of  the  great  and 
humane  objects  of  our  institution.  Other  countries 
consign  the  unfortunate  offender  against  their  penal 
laws  to  death,  or  hopeless  infamy,  from  which  no  re- 
turning footsteps  are  to  be  traced:  we,  on  the  contra- 
ry, while  we  punish  to  deter  from  the  commission  of 
crime,  never  abandon  the  hope  of  reclaiming  the 
wretched  offender  against  the  law.  We  place  him  in 
the  locus  penittntisB,  and  we  seek  to  present  to  him  mo- 
tives to  return  to  the  paths  of  virtue.  While  he  is  made 
to  feel  the  vengence  ot  the  law,  he  is  taught  to  kno*r 
its  mercy,  and  to  learn  to  sin  no  more.  A  judicious 
religious  instructor  is  very  important  in  this  work  of 
reformation.  Christian  instrurtion,  bringing  to  the 
deluded  sons  of  Vice,  in  the  solitude  of  their  aellsi  the 
wisdom  of  the  purest  morals  and  the  consolations  of  re- 
ligion, must  always  prove  a  powerful  auxiliary  (if  indeed 
it  can  be  at  all  accomplished  without  it,)  in  bringing 
the  convict  back  to  a  proper  regard  for  the  obligationa- 
which  rest  upon  him,  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 

It  is  obvious  that  reformation  of  convicts  indepeitd'- 
ent  of  the  considerations  of  humanity,  is  of  great  con- 
sequence in  a  political  point  of  view,  as  it  tends  to  pre- 
serve society  from  the  dangerous  contamination  of  a 
hardened  offender,  who  returns  to  its  bosom  biit  to  in- 
fest it,  and  from  the  heavy  expenditure  which  crimes  in 
every  way  directly  and  indirectly  occasion.  Impressed 
with  the  importance  of  this  subject,  your  committee 
conceive  that  it  will  be  altogether  right  to  employ  * 
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religious  instructor,  and  give  him  Kich  compensation 
as  may  be  necessary  to  insure  the  services  of  such. 

The  gratuitous  exertions  of  clergymen,  who  now  at 
intervals,  when  their  duties  permit,  devote  a  portion  of 
their  time  to  the  inmates  of  the  prison,  is  worthy  of  all 
praise,  but  beyond  the  valuable,  but  precarious  ser- 
vices of  excellent  men,  who  are  only  pcrmitled  by  other 
duties  occasionally  to  engage  in  this  work  of  humanity, 
much  is  required  to  be  dune  by  a  regular  and  steady 
system  of  instruction  wisely  conducted. 

We  have  therefore  presented  this  subject  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Legislature,  by  a  section  which  au- 
thorizes the  board  of  inspectors  to  etnploy  a  religious 
iastructor. 

The  committee  find  that  in  New  York,  a  chaplain  is 
appointed  for  the  penitentiary,  and  in  the  late  report 
ol  their  commissioners,  to  the  Legislature,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  "  the  duties  of  the  chaplain  should  be  ex- 
tended and  defined  by  law,  an  office  provided  for  him 
in  the  prison,  and  that  he  should  be  required  to  devote 
his  entire  lime  to  its  concerns." 

The  fourth  charge  in  its  general  terms  covers  all  the 
ground  of  the  first,  but  the  specifications  connected 
with  it  opened  other  points  of  inquiry  than  those  sug- 
gested by  the  first. 

They  principally  referred  to  entertainments  given 
within  the  penitentiary.  The  occasional  entertain- 
ments or  dinners  given  by  Mr.  Wood,  in  his 
apartments,  which  are  distinct  from  the  cells  occupied 
by  the  convicts,  on  public  occasions,  when  the  institu- 
tion was  visited  by  committees  of  the  Legislature  or 
public  visiters,  were  sanctioned  by  the  board  of  inspec- 
tors, and  he  could  not  therefore  be  considered  as  cen- 
curable  on  that  head;  nor  do  the  committee  conceive 
that  there  is  impropriety  in  the  exercise  of  the  rites  of 
hospitality  by  the  warden,  when  this  is  done  wthoutin 
any  degree  affecting  the  good  order  of  the  insiitulion. 
The  peniteniiary  is  for  the  punishment  of  convicts,  and 
those  who  occupy  apartmtrnts  within  its  ample  walls, 
tyho  are  there  as  officers  of  (he  institution,  cannot  pro- 
perly be  denied  social  intercourse  wilh  their  friends,  if 
such  intercourse  is  conducted  with  propriety- 

On  one  occasion,  Mrs.  Blunden  it  seems,  in  her 
apartments,  had  what  is  commonly  called  a  quilting 
frolic,  at  which  dancing  was  permitted.  As  this  woman 
was  long  since  rernoved  from  the  institution,  and  the 
desire  of  the  warden  that  families  should  not  be  per- 
Blitted  to  reside  within  the  walls,  had  been  long  since 
yielded  to  by  the  board  of  inspectors,  the  inquiry  into 
her  conduct  on  this  occasion,  or  the  propriety  of  the 
entertainment  was  not  a  subject  of  much  importance. 
While  the  committee  therefore  do  not  hesitate  to  con- 
demn the  one,  and  the  other  they  are  not  called  upon 
to  do  more  than  express  this  opinion,  and  their  entire 
concurrence  in  the  propriety  of  the  warden's  views  as 
to  the  residence  of  families  within  the  walls,  which,  if 
adhered  to  will  avoid  the  recurrence  of  that  which  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  disapprove. 

The  presence  of  some  convicts  on  such  occasions 
they  consider  improper,  but  this  will  more  appropri- 
ately fall  under  the  consideration  of  the  next  charge 
preferred. 

"  Fifth  charge,  a  frequent  and  illegal  practice  in  the 
treatment  of  convicts  by  the  warden,  of  departing  from 
and  in  effect,  disregarding  tlie  sentences  of  the  courts 
of  justice,  &c." 

It  does  appear  that  convicts  had  been  frequently  em- 
ployed in  cooking,  in  working,  in  breaking  coal,  in 
making  fires,  occasionally  as  waiters,  and  in  work  con- 
nected with  the  building  and  construction  of  cells,  out 
of  their  cells.  And  some  convicts  are  now  employed, 
as  blacksmiths,  which  requires  that  they  should  be 
constantly  while  at  work  associated,  each  with  an  indi- 
vidual not  a  convict,  who  aids  in  the  work.  For  some 
time  before  the  investigation  commenced  by  your  com- 


mittee, ail  convicts  had  been  returned  to  their  cells, 
and  they  ceased  to  be  emploved  as  described,  except 
only  such  as  are  enpaged  as  blacksmiths  in  the  manner 
stated,  one  of  wliom  owing  to  his  great  skill  as  a 
workman,  is  still  engaged  in  work  conn.-cted  with  the 
building  <  f  new  cells,  which  as  your  committee  under- 
stood sometimes  required  that  he  should  be  employed 
out  of  his  cell. 

All  this  was  with  the  knowledg-e  of  the  board  of  in- 
spectors, and  as  far  as  the  committee  could  ascertain, 
with  their  entire  ajipiobation. 

Care  seems  to  have  been  taken  in  this  employment 
of  convicts  out  of  their  cells,  to  keep  them  entirely 
separate  from  each  other.  This  was  certainly  strictly 
enjoined  by  the  warden,  and  if  it  was  in  any  case  de- 


parted from,    it  was  the  result  of  accident,   not  d 
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Economy  seems  to  have  been  the  chief  motive  for 
this  departure  from  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law;  and 
besides  this,  as  the  system,  in  the  extent  to  which  it 
was  proposed  to  be  carried  in  the  new  penitentiary, 
was  considered  by  many  an  experiment,  and  there 
were  not  wanting  many  who  entertained  tlve  belief, 
that  separate  and  solitary  confinement  in  cells,  even 
with  labor,  would  produce  fatal  consequences  upon  the 
minds  and  bodies  of  the  convicts,  it  appears  to  have 
been  considered  by  the  board  proper  to  commit  to  the 
enlightened  discretion  of  the  warden,  well  known  for 
his  zeal  in  adiocating  the  system,  and  his  extensive  ex- 
perience on  the  subject,  the  privilege  of  such  relaxa- 
tion as  would  insure  the  system  the  fairest  chance  for 
success.  In  permitting  this  literal  exercise  of  discre- 
tion by  the  warden,  the  board  confided  it  to  one  for 
whose  enlightened  experience  they  had  entire  respect 
— one  whose  laudable  ambition  it  was  to  identify  his 
reputation  with  the  great  triumph  in  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity which  the  full  success  of  the  system  would  real- 
ize. Some  of  the  convicts  employed  in  the  way  describ- 
ed, were  apparently  in  delicate  liealth,  and  others,  by- 
good  conduct,  had  acquired  a  large  share  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  officers  of  the  institution. 

But  howexer  the  committee  may  be  disposed  to  re- 
spect the  motives  for  this  departure  from  the  law  now 
under  consideration,  they  do  not  consider  it  at  all  jus- 
tifiable. 

It  is  well  remarked  by  the  distinguished  commis- 
sioners of  France,  Messrs.  De  Beaumont  and  De 
Toqiieville,  that  "application  to  labor  and  good  con- 
duct in  pi-ison,  do  not  procure  the  prisoner  any  allevia- 
tion- Experience  shows,  that  the  criminal  who,  whilst 
in  society,  has  committed  the  most  expert  and  auda- 
cious crimes,  is  ofien  the  least  refractory  in  prison,  lie 
is  more  docile  than  the  others,  because  he  is  more  in- 
telligent; and  he  knows  how  to  submit  to  necessity, 
when  he  finds  himsrlf  without  power  to  revolt.  Gen- 
erally, he  is  more  skilful  and  more  active,  particularly 
if  an  enjoyment,  at  no  great  distance,  awaits  him  as  the 
reward  of  his  efforts;  so  that,  if  we  accord  to  the  pri- 
soners privileges  resulting  from  their  conduct  in  the 
prison,  we  run  the  risk  of  alleviating  the  rigor  of  im- 
prisonment to  that  criminal  who  most  deserves  them, 
and  of  depriving  of  all  favors  those  who  merit  them 
most."  The  committee  are  not  without  some  inclina- 
tion to  believe,  from  the  evidence,  that  the  truth  of 
these  observations  is  well  illustrated  by  the  cases 
of  indulgence  which  occurred  in  the  Eastern  Peni- 
tentiary. 

Some  effort  was  made  to  sustain  the  propriety  of 
j  the  course  pursued  in  these  cases,  by  a  construction  of 
the  act  of  the  23d  of  April,  1829,  which  it  was  intimat- 
ed  warranted  it.  It  is  true,  that  the  language  of  that 
act  is  "  shall  be  sentenced  by  the  proper  court  to  suf- 
fer punishment  by  separate  or  solitary  confinement  at 
!  labor,"  but  a  consideration  of  the  whole  scope  of  that 
i  act,  a  careful  attention  to  the  language  used  here,  and 
the  very  plan   upon  which   the  penitentiary  is  con- 
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stnicted,  independent  of  all  other  circumstance';,  will 
lead  to  tlie  conclusion,  that  the  punishment  for  which 
it  provides  was  not  only  separate  as  it  regards  the  con- 
victs themselves,  but  solitary  confinement  at  hard  la- 
bor; precluding  the  idea  of  permitting'  intercourse  be- 
yond the  abs  lute  necessity  of  the  case,  with  other 
persons  who  are  not  convicts.  It  is  true  that  the  dis. 
junctive  conjunction  is  used,  but  it  is  not  used  to  make 
a  distinction  between  two  kinds  of  punisljmenis  in  the 
alternative,  either  of  which  might  be  used  at  discre- 
tion, but  the  words  "  separate  or  solitarj',"  are  em- 
ployed as  descriptive  of  the  nature  of  the  only  pujiish- 
ment  which  by  the  act,  is  es'ablished.  Tliat  is,  the 
punishment  is  to  be  not  only  separate  but  also  solitary. 
It  is  the  profound  and  noiseless  solitude  of  the  peni- 
tentiary cell,  from  which  alone  we  can  hope  foi*  that 
deep  reflection  and  penitential  sorrow,  le:iding  to  a 
moral  change  in  the  mind  and  disposition  almost  wh(d- 
ly  cancerous  and  depraved,  with  lawless  passions,  li- 
centious habits,  and  obdurate  propensities  Siicli  a 
mind  must  be  thrown  back  upon  it>elf,  and  left  with- 
out tliat  delusive  prop  which  wicked  men  derive  from  j 
intercourse  with  their  fellow  men,  more  particularly,  if! 
that  intercourse  should  be  with  those  who  want  the 
extreme  prudence  and  discretion,  to  say  noihing  of  ; 
moral  qu.difications,  whicli  can  in  any  case  make  such  [ 
intercourse  profiiable  to  the  unfortunate  convict. 

The  very  intelligent  and  learned  gentleman  already 
spoken  of.  Dr.  Lieber,  who  lias  so  well  repaid  his 
adopted  country,  b\  the  excellent  works  he  has  written 
on  some  of  her  best  institutions,  said  on  this  point — "I 
conceive  the  characteristic  principle  of  the  Pennsylvania 
penitentiary  system  to  be  solitary  confinement,  with 
labor:  it  is  not  possible,  compatibly  with  my  idea  of  the 
system,  to  have  labor  without  solitary  confinement, 
unless  by  waj  of  exception,  which  would  prove  the 
rule.  I  should  consider  that  letting  prisoners  out  of 
their  cells  daily,  to  work  in  the  kitchen,  or  to  labor  in 
the  yard  among  laborers,  or  together,  would  be  an  in 
fringement  on  what  1  consider  the  system  to  be." 

If  we  refer  to  the  history  of  this  sjstem,  which  has 
immortalized  the  jurisprudence  of  Pennsylvania,  plac- 
ing her  far  above  every  other  community  in  the  scale 
of  humanity  and  wisdom,  at  all  events  as  regards  her 
penal  laws,  we  shall  find  that  not  only  separation,  but 
solitude,  was  in  the  very  outset  considered  the  chief 
means  of  effecting  the  great  object,  the  reformation  of 
the  criminal. 

The  prison  societv,  "  to  the  unostentatious  and  inde- 
fatigable labors  of  'which  we  are  indebted"  for  the 
change  which  was  accomplished  in  the  management  of 
jails  in  Pennsylvania,  "in  17S8,  when  the  supreme  ex- 
ecutive council  called  on  the  society,  by  resolution,  for 
information  concerning  the  state  of  the  prison,  and  so- 
licited advice  on  the  course  necessary  to  be  pursued, 
and  the  most  salutary  measure  to  be  adopted,"  made 
report,  which  "  closed  with  this  memorable  sentence:" 
— "  On  the  whole,  as  a  matter  of  the  utmost  moment 
to  the  well-being,  safety,  and  peace  of  society,  as  well 
as  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  criminals,  the  com- 
mittee think  it  their  duty  to  declare,  that  from  a  long 
and  steady  attention  to'the  real  practical  state,  as  well 
as  the  theory  of  prisons,  they  are  unanimously  of  opi- 
nion, that  SOLITARY  coKFiNEMENT,  and  hard  labor,  and 
a  total  abstinence  from  spiritual  liquors,  will  prove  the 
most  effectual  means  of  reforming  these  unhappy  crea- 
tures." 

In  1791  and  1794,  the  Legislature  made  the  initial 
steps  towards  the  introduction  of  this  system.  It  is 
well  known,  however,  that  it  was  but  very  partially 
carried  into  effect — the  building  erected  not  permitting 
this  to  be  accomplished:  the  great  expense  of  con 
structing  a  suitable  building  for  this  purpose,  no  doubt 
operating  to  <leter  from  the  entire  execution  of  the 
plan.  But  although  these  difficulties  existed,  cases 
did  occur  "in  which  the  prisoner  immediately  on  ad- 
mission was  conducted  to  his  cell,  and  remained  in  it 


until  his  discharge  from  prison.  The  cases  thus  treat- 
ed were  the  only  instances  of  reformation  which  con- 
tinued throughout  the  lives  of  the  individuils,  as  far  as 
could  be  traced  and  ascertained  by  the  anxious  and  in- 
quiring friends  of  the  system." 

The  principle  so  h  ng  ago  advanced  as  an  essential 
part  of  the  reformed  penal  code  of  Pennsylvania,  has 
been  constantly  kept  in  view,  and  again  and  again,  urg- 
ed by  the  friends  and  advocates  of  the  system,  until  at 
lengih  the  Legislature  of  our  State,  in  the  years  1818, 
1821,  determined  to  make  the  noble  effort,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  erection  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  Peni- 
tentiaries, at  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg,  where  this 
fundamental  prijTciple  of  the  system  could  be  fully  test- 
ed. The  history  of  this  question  is  given  in  the  very 
able  letters  of  that  eminent  philanthropist,  Hobcrts 
Vaux,  to  the  celebrated  William  Hoscoe,  to  whch  re- 
ference may  be  made  with  profit  by  those  who  feel  an 
interest  in  this  subject. 

When,  then,  it  is  well  understood  that  entire  seclu- 
sion was  thus  considered  an  essential  part  of  our  sys- 
tem, and  the  eastern  and  western  penitentiaries  were 
constructed  for  the  very  reason  that  those  already  in 
existence  were  not  adapted  to  the  purpose,  it  is  alto- 
gether plain  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Legislature, 
by  the  act  of  1829,  to  enjoin  separate  and  solitary  con- 
finement of  the  convicts.  The  committee  therefore 
consider  the  employment  of  convicts,  in  the  manner 
stated,  as  inconsistent  with  the  law,  and  the  character- 
istic principle  of  our  penitentiary  system. 

It  is  however  but  fair  to  say,  that  while  the  building 
of  cells  was  in  progress,  such  departures  from  the  law 
cannot  be  considered  in  the  same  light  as  if  this  excuse 
did  not  exist.  It  seems  too  from  evidence  given  to 
your  committee,  that  similar  departures  have  been  per- 
mitted in  the  Western  penitentiarjf,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. The  committee  do  not  mean  to  condemn 
the  employment  of  a  convict  of  ^reat  skill  in  certain 
work,  which  is  required  in  cell  building,  and  which  re- 
quires him  to  be  out  of  his  cell  under  proper  restric- 
tions; that  may  be  considered  as  justified  by  peculiar 
circumstances:  nor  do  they  mean  to  be  understood  as 
expressing  any  disapprobation  of  such  indulgences  as 
are  directed  by  the  physician,  these  are  .sanctioned  by 
the  act  of  assembly,  nor  is  there  any  thing  objec- 
tionable in  such  intercourse  with  the  convicts  as  may 
be  necessary  for  their  instruction  in  the  occupations  in 
which  they  are  employed,  this  of  course  is  unavoidable, 
but  should  be  carefully  guarded,  and  the  committee 
heard  no  complaint  from  any  quarter  on  this  point. — 
But  there  is  a  subject  connected  wiih  this  branch  of 
the  case,  which  requires  to  be  well  considered.  We 
allude  to  the  employment  of  convicts  in  handicrafts 
whicli  require  constant  association  while  at  work  with 
another  individual  not  a  convict,  as  for  instance  black- 
smith work,  at  which  several  convicts  are  now  so  em- 
ployed. The  committee  cannot  avoid  the  conclusion 
that  however  profitable,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  it 
may  be,  it  is  nevertheless  at  variance  with  the  funda- 
mental and  essential  principle  of  seclusion  upon  which 
the  excellence  of  the  whole  system  depends.  Perhaps 
it  may  be  expedient,  owing  to  the  great  saving  which 
such  employment  of  the  convicts  produces  to  permit  it 
to  continue  until  their  work  is  no  longer  needed  in  the 
building  ot  new  cells,  but  when  this  takes  place,  it 
should  be  altogether  abandoned.  It  is  proper  here  to 
say,  that  all  the  forebodings  of  those  who  have  opposed 
our  system  on  account  of  its  essential  principle  at  whicli 
we  have  glanced,  have  been  fully  proved  to  be  un- 
founded. Neither  have  individuals  "been  put  to  death 
by  the  superinduction  of  diseases  inseparable  from  such 
mode  of  treatment,"  nor  has  the  mind  of  any  been 
caused  by  it,  "to  rush  back  upon  itself  and  drive  rea- 
son from  her  scat."  No  such  fearfil  consequences 
have  been  produced,  and  although  no  doubt  this  pun- 
Lshment  is  calcuUted,  and  very  properly,  to  inspire  well 
grounded  terror  in  the  minds  of  evil  doers,  it  does 
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not  seriously   affect  the  bodily  health  or  sanity  of  the 
tonvict. 

The  committee  have  thus  considered  in  their  order, 
Ihe  charges  preferred;  thry  have  now  lo  pniceed  to 
some  (itlier  points  which  becaniie  incidentally  subjects 
of  attention. 

Some  evidence  was  given  to  show  that  some  of  the 
under  keepers  had  been  paid  as  laborers  out  of  the 
cell  buildini;  fund,  instead  of  being  paid  as  officers  of 
the  institution,  out  of  the  penitentiary  fund.  The  com- 
mittee are  not  warranted  from  the  evidence  in  the 
conclusion,  that  there  was  atty  iritehtlonal  impropriety 
in  this,  insomuch  as  the  paynient  itself  was  proper,  and 
both  fnnds  were  provided  by  the  Commonwealth;  but 
care  should  be  taken  for  the  future,  to  permit  no  con- 
sideration of  convenience  to  interfere  with  a  proper, 
and  exact  separation,  and  adjustment  of  all  accounts  of 
the  expenditures  of  the  institution. 

Another  topic  became  incidentally  the  subject  of 
consideration  before  your  committee.  It  seems  to  have 
occasioned  some  slight  excitement  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  institution,  it  is  known  to  have 
created  much  more  in  another  state,  and  it  seems  to  be 
worthy  of  a  passing  remark. 

We  allude  to  a  supposed  injurious  effect  which  the 
labors  of  the  convicts  in  the  mechanic  arts,   has  upon 
the  labors  of  the  c'tizen  mechanic.     The  supposition 
has  been,  that  the  product  of  tlie  convict  labor  works 
this  injury  by  competition  with  the  product  of  the  labor 
of  the  mechanic.     If  this  supposition  was  well  founded, 
if  in  point  of  fact,  this  higlily  respectable,  and  all  im- 
portant class  of  the  community  were  indeed  injured  by  I 
the  mechanical  labor  of  the  convicts  in  our  peniten- 
tiaries,  it  should  certainly  be   a  subject  of  anxious  in- 
quiry by  the  Legislature  how  this  m'ii,'ht  be  avoided. — 
But  your  committee  were  satisfied,  that  the  supposition 
is  without  serious   foundation.     This  may    be   readily  I 
perceived  to  be  correct,   by  a  simple  comparison  be-  I 
tween  the   number  of  convicts  engaged  in   mechanic  ' 
arts,  and  the  number  of  citizens  in  the  same  pursuits. 
The  prices  at  which  articles  manufactured  in  our  peni- 
tentiaries are  sold,  are  not  variant  from  those  at  which 
similar  articles  made  elsewhere,  are  disposed  of.     Care  | 
should  of  course  be  taken  tiiat  this  should  always  be  ' 
the  case,  as  it  would  be  extremely  improper  to  reduce 
those  prices   so  low  that  an   injurious  coinpetiiion    in  I 
this  respect  should  take  place.     In  New  York,  where 
the  excitement  on  this  subject  had  reached   a  danger-  } 
ous  height,  commissioners  were  authorized  to  inquire  | 
into  it,  who  made  an  able  report  on  the  subject  to  the 
Legislature  of  that  state,  at  its  present  session.     They 
attribute  any  evil  which  may  have  been  produced  by' 
the  mechanical  labor  of  convicts  in  their  penitentiaries, 
principally  to  the  law  which  authorized  the  hiring  of  i 
the  labor  of  the  convicts  to  individuals,  which  they  con- 
demn.    Under  this  law,  contracts   were  made  for  this  ] 
labor  for  prices  so  low,  that  in  some  branches  the  indi- 
viduals who  contracted  for  it,  have  been  enabled  to  un-  j 
dersell  those  who  are  engaged  in  the  same  branches  of  1 
mechanical  business,  and  who  were  without  this  advan- 
tage.    This    practice    not  being  allowed  with  us,  of 
course  this  source  of  complaint  does  not  exist  here — 
But  even  in  New  York,  it  is  strongly  demonstrated, 
that  any  injury  which   has  been  done  has  been  greatly 
exaggerated. 

But  if  it  should  be  admitted  that  the  small  amount  of 
convict  labor  which  is  employed  in  our  penitentiaries 
should  produce  some  slight  effect  by  competition,  an 
appeal  might  well  be  made  to  the  justice  and  humanity 
of  a  body  of  men  who,  in  this  country,  have  beeti  re- 
markable for  their  enlishtened  patriotism  and  philan- 
thropy. In  the  first  place,  it  must  be  considered,  that 
without  labor,  the  unfortunate  convict  would  be  driven, 
in  solitary  confinement,  to  madness  or  death;  but  if  he 
escaped  a  termination  of  his  career,  in  a  manner  more 
cruel  than  cap  tal  punishment,  he  would  be  returned  to 
society,  perhaps  infuriated  to  revenge  by  the  punish- 
Vol.  XV.  34 


ment  he  had  undergone,  enfeebled  by  indolence,  so 
corrupting  in  itself,  and  not  only  without  the  inclina- 
ti(m,but  without  the  ability  to  gain  an  honest  livelihood, 
even  were  he  so  disposed.  He  would  then  almost 
certainly  r.  sume  his  vicious  pursuits,  and  conmiit  fresh 
depredations  upon  society,  and  increase  the  amount  of 
crime,  in  itself  muc'i  more  expensive  to  the  communi- 
ty and  injurious,  in  this  respect,  than  all  the  evil  that 
could  be  produced  by  convict  labor,  no  matter  how 
injudiciously  employed. 

Another  reflection  must  also  present  itself  to  every 
considerate  man.  An  immense  expense  is  brought  up- 
on the  community  by  the  construction  of  our  Peniten- 
tiaries and  the  maintenance  of  them;  this  has  been 
charged  upon  all  classes,  the  farmers,  the  mechanics, 
and  all  others.  Justice  requires  that  the  convict  should 
by  his  labor  make  sooie  compensati<m  for  his  depreda- 
tions upon  society,  and  their  consequences,  and  justice 
also  requires  tliat  his  labor,.should,  at  all  events  con- 
tribute to  support  hirti,  and  relie;ve  the  community  of 
a  portion  of  the  gr^at  expense  to  which  it  is  put  to 
maintain  and  punish  him. 

Your  committee  cannot  advise  the  repeal  of  the  2d 
section  of  the  act  of  the  fifteenth  August,  1834,  which 
repeals  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  lt)29,  author- 
izing grand  juries  of  the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and 
Pittsburg,  to  have  access  to  the  prisoner.',  in  the  East- 
ern and  VVesterri  Penitentiaries.  We  have  already 
shown  that  solitude  is  essential  in  our  system  of  pun- 
ishment. To  suffer  the  prisoners  to  be  visited  by  many 
individuals,  some  of  whom  might  be  injudicious  per- 
sons, would  be  in  a  great  degree  to  disturb  this  neces- 
sary solitude.  Under  the  act  of  1829,  the  grand  juries 
of  the  courts  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia, 
were  permitted  to  visit  the  convicts.  The  court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  holds  one,  the  court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  four,  and  the  Mayors  Couit  four  sessions  in 
each  year,  in  the  city  of  Philaiiclphia:  the  grand  juries 
of  these  courts  may  therefore,  in  one  year,  number  two 
hundred  and  seven  persons,  who  under  this  act  were 
permitted  to  visit  each  prisoner,  and  this  besides  the 
official  visitors  authorized  by  this  act. 

It  must  strike  every  one  that  the  \isit  of  so  many  per- 
sons must  prove  injurious.  Your  committee  have  how- 
ever thought  that  it  would  not  be  without  advantage.lo 
permit  a  portion  of  such  grand  juries  to  visit  the  con- 
vic's;  they  therefore  report  a  section  in  the  bill  which 
they  propose  to  provide  for  the  appointment,  by  the 
court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  county  of  Allegheny,  at  each 
term,  of  five  persons  out  of  the  grand  jury,  whose  duty 

'  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  Eastern  and  Western  penitentia- 
ries, and  make  report  to  the  court.    They  also  propose 

I  to  make  the  District  Attornies,  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  Eastern  and   Western  districts,  official  visitors,  in- 

I  asmuch  as  convicts  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  are  permitted  to  be  imprisoned  in  these  Peniten- 

i  tiaries. 

I  There  is  a  subject  of  much  interest  connected  with 
our  Pennsylvania  system,  which,  although  not  precise- 

,  ly  within  the  inquiries  with  which  your  committee  were 

[  charged,  yet  is  of  so  much  importance  that  they  cannot 

I  refuse  to  consider  it:  this  is  the  exercise  of  the  pardon- 
ing power,  by  the  constitution,  vested  in  the  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive Magistrate.  Our  system  of  criminal  jurispru- 
dence is  exceedingly  mild  when  compared  with  that  of 
other  countries.your  committee  think  that  it  is  wisely  so: 
there  can  be  no  question  that  a  system  of  mild  punish- 
ments, which  are  always  certain  to  be  enforced,  are  the 
most  effective:  it  is  the  certainty  of  punishment,  which 
stands  instead  of  great  severity,  to  deter  offenders  from 
I  the  commission  of  crime;  if  however,  punishments  are 
!  not  only  mild,  but  uncertain;  or  in  otherword?,  if  these 
i  mild  punishments  are  liable  to  be  frequently  set  aside 
I  by  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power,  their  effect  in 
'  preventing  crime  must  be  greatly  diminished;  but  this 
1  exercise  of  pardoning  power,  has  an  injurious  effect 
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upon  the  convict  himself;  your  committee  found,  among 
the  convicts  whom  they  visited,  many  whose  minds 
seemed  to  be  occupied  with  the  hope  of  pardon.  T  he 
committee  cannot  better  express  their  views  on  this 
subject,  than  by  introducing  from  the  valuable  pref.ce 
of  lir.  Lieber  to  the  work  of  Messrs.  De  Beaumont  and 
De  Toqueville,  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Du- 
mont,  to  the  representative  council  of  Geneva,  which 
expresses  in  strong  and  convincing  terms  the  proper 
views  on  this  subject. 

"It  may  be  laid  down  as  an  inconteslible  principle 
that  in  mitters  of  penal  justice,  I  was  going  to  say,  in 
penal  pharmacy,  every  thing  which  diminishes  the  cer- 
tainty of  punishment  is  evil;  every  punishment  which 
is  not  fixed,  which  floats  between  fear  and  hope,  is  a 
punishment  badly  contrived-  The  causes  of  uncertain- 
ty between  the  law  and  its  operation,  are  already  but 
too  numerous;  if  this  is  an  inevitaWe  evil,  it  ought  to  be 
reduced  to  its  narrowest  limits;  but  what  shall  we  think 
of  a  law,the  object  ofwiiich  is  to  render  the  punishment 
uncertain !  and  tliis  is  nevertheless  the  result  of  a  tribunal 
of  pardon,  open  to  the  petitions  of  the  prisoner  during 
the  whole  term  of  his  imprisonment.  We  should  know 
man  very  imperfectly  were  we  not  aware  of  the  readi- 
ness with  which  he  lakes  his  wishes  for  hopes,  and  his 
hopes  for  probabilities.  I  agree  that  a  convict  wishing 
for  pardon,  will  take  care  not  to  create  himself  difficul- 
ties by  acts  of  insubordination  or  violence;  I  allow  that 
he  will  pay  attention  to  his  words  and  behaviotu-:  but 
it  is  a  fact,  that  this  idea,  always  present  to  his  mind, 
causing  a  disturbed  feeling  of  anxitty  and  expectation, 
will  absorb  and  prevent  him  from  being  resigned  to  his 
situation,  tnd  following  his  labour  with  reflection  and 
calmness.  He  feels  like  an  indigerit  person,  who  hav- 
ing taken  a  lottery  ticket,  has  his  imagination  absorb- 
ed by  drea;ns  of  success,  and  fears  of  misfortune.  It 
has  been  observed  that  prisoners,  after  having  been 
unsuccessful  in  their  petitions  for  pardon,  become  more 
calm  and  resigned  to  their  situation  and  duties  as  soon 
as  their  fate  was  fixed.  I  owe  this  interesting  observa- 1 
tion  to  our  jailor.  Thus  for  the  double  end  of  increas-  | 
ing  the  certainty  of  punishment,  and  of  making  it  more  ! 
subservient  to  moral  correction,  this  indefinite  recourse 
to  pardon  ought  to  be  abolished,  and  a  fixed  character 
be  given  to  it." 

The  moral  improvement  of  the  prisoner  must  depend  \ 
upon  a  calm  resignation  on  his  part;^until  that  is  ob-  j 
tained  there  will  be  no  hope  of  a  salutary  reflection  on  j 
his  past  life,  and  no  fixed  resolution  to  become  a  better 
member  of  society.  While  his  mind  is  constantly  agi- 
tated by  alternate  hopes,  and  fears,  hopes  of  pardon, 
and  fears  that  he  may  not  obtain  it,  he  cannot  become 
tranquil.  j 

But  how  to  restrain  this  pernicious  evil,  or  how  to 
regulate  the  exercise  of  the  pardoning  power  so  as  to 
restrain  it,  is  a  question  of  more  difficulty.  Every  ex- 
ecutive must  feel,  and  know,  how  hard  it  is  to  exercise 
this  power  properly.  He  must  feel  that  he  is  exposed 
to  importunities  the  must  urgent,  and  persuasions  ad- 
dressing themselves  to  the  feelings  of  compassion  very 
difficult  to  resist. 

Besides  he  is  liable  to  be  imposed  on  by  false  repre- 
sentations of  persons  who  seek  pradons'  without  any 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  conferring  them. 

The  constitutional  power  conferred  upon  the  Go- 
vernor "to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  grant  re- 
prieves and  pardons,"  cannot  be  restricted,  but  it  is 
within  the  competency  of  the  Legislature  to  provide 
the  means  of  giving  such  notice  of  an  application  for  a 
pardon  as  will  give  to  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  case,  an  opportunity  of  canvassing  the  propriety  of 
graiting  it.  With  this  view  we  have  introduced  into 
the  bill  herewith  reported,a  section  which  provides  that 
in  case  an  application  is  made  to  the  Governor  for  the 
pardon  of  a  convict,  he  may  cause  an  advertisement  of 
such  application  to  be  inserted  in  a  newspaper  printed 
in  the  proper  county,  once  a  week  for   six  weeks  to- 


gether, to  give  notice  to  those  who  may  choose  to  ob- 
ject to  the  pardon,  and  that  such  advertisement  shall 
be  paid  for  out  of  the  county  funds. 

Every  Executive  would  feel  himself  bound  in  any  case 
where  he  supposed  that  it  might  be  proper  to  grant  a 
pardon,  to  have  such  notice  given,  and  if  it  were  given, 
an  opportunity  would  be  afforded  to  make  him  fully 
acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  case.  If  upon  the  ap- 
plication itself  he  was  satisfied  that  no  pardon  should 
be  granted,  he  would  not  of  course  make  such  adver- 
tisement. The  committee  think  that  such  a  provision 
will  have  a  most  salutary  effect,  and  will  most  probably 
control  the  abuse  oflhe  pardoning  power,  which  has  so 
often  occurred  under  every  administration  of  cur  state 
government. 

The  committee  cannot  close  this  report  without  an  ex- 
pression of  their  entire  satisfaction  with  the  very  faithful 
and  aole  manner  in  which  the  investigation  was  con- 
ducted on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  by  the  At- 
torney General. 

Athough  it  occurred  at  a  time  when  several  courts  in 
which  the  Attorney  General  had  business,  were  in  ses- 
sion, and  it  was  continued  with  but  little  interruption 
for  more  than  five  weeks,  during  which  the  committee 
sat,  generally  speaking,  the  entire  day;  this  gentleman 
at  a  great  sacrifice  of  time,  and  no  doubt  of  business, 
attended  the  laborious  sittings  of  the  committee,  and 
conducted  the  investigation. 

It  Will  of  course  be  proper  to  make  him  a  suitable 
compensation  for  his  services. 

The  committee'accompany  this  report  with  some  in- 
teresting and  sound  views  on  some  of  the  points  consi- 
dered, communicated  by  Ur-  Lieber,  to  which  refer- 
ence may  be  had  with  advantage.* 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  cannot  refrain  from  ex- 
pressing tlieir  high  admiration  for  the  institution,  the 
economy  and  management  which  has  been  the  subject 
of  their  examination,  nor  can  they  avoid  the  cordial  be- 
lief, that  it  is  calculated  in  an  eminent  degree,  and  be- 
yond every  other  institution  of  tlie  kind,  to  attain  the 
great  objects  of  penitentiary  punishment,  the  preven- 
tion of  crimes,  and  the  reformation  of  ufftnders.  To 
Pennsjlvania  may  be  truly  said  to  belong  the  honour  of 
having  been  first  to  suggest  this  benevolent  system, 
which  she  has  carried  to  greater  perfection  than  any 
other  government.  A  system  which  has  been  adopted 
with  more  or  less  success  by  her  sister  states  as  they 
have  more  closely  or  remotely  adhered  to  its  great  prin- 
ciples, a  system  to  which  a  decided  preference  has  been 
Kiveii  over  every  other  by  distinguished  missions  for 
the  examination  of  it  from  abroad  and  which  may  be 
truly  said  to  be  the  admiration  of  the  philosopher  and 
statesman  in  every  part  of  the  civilized  world. 

Cultivating  as  we  should  a  just  slate  pride  of  every 
superiority  in  moral  or  political  excellence  whicli  char- 
acterizes us  as  a  people,  we  should  remember  the  ob- 
ligations which  it  imposes  upon  us  still  to  be  foremost 
to  maintain  and  i 


A   SUPPLEMENT 

To  an  act  entitled  "A  further  supplement  to  the  act 
entitled  An  act  to  reform  the  penal  laws  of  this  Com- 
monwealth." 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by 
the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  State  shall,  at  the  first  term  of  any 
Supreme  Coyrt  which  shall  be  held  in  the  eastern  dis- 
tr  ct,  after  the  p.assage  of  this  act,  appoint  nine  taxable 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  residing  in  ihe  city  or  county 
of  Philadelphia.to  be  inspectors  of  the  eastern  State  Peni- 
tentiary, three  of  whom  shall  be  appoined  to  serve  one 
yeiir,  three  two  years,  and  three  three  years,  and  until 
their  successors  shall  be  appointed;  and  the  said  judges 
•See  next  number. 
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shall  annually  thereafter  appoint  three  such  taxable  ci- 
tizens as  aforesaid,  to  be  inspectors  in  the  room  of 
those  whose  office  expires,  so  th.^t  one-ihird  of  the  said 
board  of  inpectors  shall  be  annually  sppointed  to  serve 
for  three  years;  and  in  cas-  of  any  vacancy,  occasioned 
by  death,  resignation  or  refusal  to  serve,  or  otherwise, 
the  same  shall  be  supplied  by  said  judges  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be. 

Section  2.  The  said  inspectors  shall  form  a  board, 
and  shall  do  and  perform  all  things  which  by  law,  the 
board  of  inspectors  of  the  said  penitentiary  are  now  re- 
quired to  do  and  perform,  and  they,  and  the  board  of 
inspectors  of  the  V\estern  Slate  Penitentiary,  respec- 
tively, shall,  within  six  months  after  the  passage  ofthis 
act,  make  such  rules  for  the  internal  government  and 
regulation  of  the  discipline  and  good  order  of  the  said 
penitentiaries,  as  may  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  solitary  confinement,  asset  forth  and  declared 
by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  and  they  shall 
have  power  to  alter  the  said  rules  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  niiy  judge  best  for  the  good  government  of  the 
said  penitentiaries. 

Section  3.  The  warden  shall,  by  and  wiih  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  Eastern 
State  Penitentiary,  appoint  the  under  keepers  or  over- 
seers of  the  same,  who  sliall  be  dismissed  only  by  the 
bgard  of  in-pectors. 

Section  4.  The  physician  for  the  institution  shall 
have  power,  from  time  to  time,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  board  of  inspectors,  to  appoint  two 
assistants,  and  remove  them  when  he  thinks  proper  so 
to  do,  but  the  said  assistants  shall  receive  no  compen- 
sation for  their  services. 

Section  5.  The  board  of  inspectors  shall  appoint, 
from  lime  to  ti  ne,  a  reli.a;ious  instructor  of  the  prison- 
ers, and  fix  his  salary,  and  he  shall  do  and  perform  all 
the  duties  enjoined  upon  iiim  by'the  act  to  which  this 
is  a  supp'enent. 

Section  6.  The  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  held  in 
and  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  shall,  at 
each  successive  term  aflerthe  passage  ot  thisact.appoint 
five  of  ttie  grand  jurors  empannelled  at  that  term,  who 
shall  visit  the  Eastern  State  Penitentiary,  and  during 
such  visit  have  the  power  and  authority  of  official  visi- 
tors, and  they  sliall  make  report  of  such  visit  to  the  said 
court:  the  district  attorneys  of  the  United  Stutes  for  the 
eastern  and  western  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  shall  be 
official  visitors  of  the  eas'ern  and  western  State  Peni- 
tentiaries. 

Section  7.  No  warden,  under-keeper  or  overseer  of 
the  eastern  or  western  State  Penitentiaries,  shall  at  any 
time  be  concerned  or  employed  in  any  other  business, 
and  if  he  should  become  so  concerned,  he  shall  be  dis- 
missed from  office. 

Section  8.  No  work  shall  be  done  by  the  convicts  for 
and  to  the  order  of  any  inspector,  warden,  under-keep- 
er or  overseer;  Provided  however.  That  this  shall  be 
understood  not  to  prohibit  the  purchase  by  any  officers 
of  any  articles  made  in  the  said  Penitentiaries  for  sale. 

Section  9.  The  Governor  may  cause  notice  to  be  given 
of  any  application  for  a  pardon  of  a  convict,  by  an  ad- 
vertisement published  in  the  county  in  which  the  said 
convict  was  convicted,  or,  if  no  papers  be  published 
therein,  then  in  a  newspaper  published  nearest  thei-eto, 
once  a  week,  for  six  weeks  in  succession,  tlie  expense 
of  which  notice  shall  be  paid  by  the  commissioners  of 
such  county  in  which  the  convict  was  convicted,  out  of 
the  county  funds. 

(  To  be  concluded. ) 


[  elected  by  the  people,  with  authority  to  submit  amend- 
!  merits  to  the  State  Constitution  to  a  vote  of  the  people 
I  for  their  ratification  or  rejection,  and  with  no  other  or 
]  greater  powers  whatsoever.  It  shall  be  the  duly  of 
each  of  the  inspectorspf  votes  for  the  several  townships, 
wards  and  districts  in  this  commonweallli  at  the  next 
general  election",  to  receive  tickets,  either  written  or 
printed,  from  the  citizens  thereof  qualifi.  d  to  vote  at 
such  general  election,  and  to  deposit  tliem  in  a  proper 
box  or  boxes,  to  be  for  that  purpose  provided  by  the 
proper  officers;  which  tickets  shall  be  labelled  on  tlie 
outside  with  the  word  "Convention,"  and  those  who 
are  favourable  to  a  convention  to  be  elected  as  aforesaid, 
with  llniited  powers  as  aforesaid,  may  express  their  de- 
sire by  voting  each  one  written  or  printed  ticket  or  bal- 
l.it  containing  tlie  words:  "For  a  convention  to  submit 
its  pi-oceedings  to  a  vote  of  the  people,"  and  those  who 
are  opposed  to  such  convention  may  express  their  op- 
position by  voting  each  one  printed  or  written  ticket, or 
ballot  containing  the  words,  "Against  a  convention," 
and  all  tickets  containing  the  words,  "For  a  conven- 
tion," and  all  containing  the  words,  "Against  a  conven- 
tion," shall  be  counted  and  returned  whether  other 
words  be  or  be  not  added. 

Section  2.  The  said  election  shall  in  all  respects  be 
conduced  as  the  general  elections  of  this  Common- 
Health  are  now  conducted,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  return  judges  of  the  respective  counties  thereof, 
first  having  carefully  ascertained  the  number  of  votes 
given  for  or  against  the  calling  of  a  convention  in  the 
manner  aforesaid,  to  make  out  duplicate  returns  there- 
of, expressed  in  words  at  length  and  not  in  figures, 
only  one  of  which  returns  so  made  out  shall  be  lodged 
in  the  prothonotary's  office  of  the  proper  county,  and 
ihe  other  sealed  and  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
Senate,  which  shall  be  by  one  of  the  said  judges  deliv- 
ered to  the  sheriff  with  the  other  returns  required  by 
law  to  be  transmitted  to  the  secretai-y  of  the  common- 
wealth, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  transmit  the  same 
therewith,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate  shall  open 
and  publish  the  same  in  the  presence  of  the  members 
j  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  December  next. 

Section  o-  It  shall  be  the  duly  of  the  secretary  of 
the  commonwealth  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  act  to  the 
j  commissionei-s  of  each  county  in  the  state,  who,  on 
I  receipt  of  the  same,  shall  publish  it  at  the  expense  of 
the  cojnty,  at  least  once  a  week  for  six  successive 
weeks  in  two  or  more  newspapers,  printed  in  the  said 
I  county,  and  the  sheriff  of  each  couniy  in  the  paoclama- 
tion  to  be  by  him  published,  of  the  holding  of  the  next 
general  election,  shall  give  notice  that  votes  will 
be  given  for  or  against  the  calling  of  a  convention  aa 
aforesaid. 


REFORM  CONVENTION. 
Ak  Act  to  provide  for  calling  a  convention  with  limited 
powers. 
Section  1.  That  for  the   purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
sense  of  the  citizens  of  this  commonwealth,  on  the  ex- 
pediency  of  calling  a  convention   of  delegates   to    be 


Pittsburgh,  Pa  ^pril  2,  1835. 
Tre  Passksger   Casal  Packet   Lini. — The  new 

and  beautiful  passenger  Packet  Boat  Pittsburgh,  of 
Johnstown,  Lee,  Master,  left  this  place  this  morning  for 
the  Portage  rail  road- 

Quick  Tbip.— The  steam  boat  Arabian,  Forsyth, 
Master,  arrived  here  yesterday,  from  Louisville,  it 
was  but  nine  days  and  one  hour  in  making  the  trip  from 
Pittsburgh  to  Louisville  and  back.  She  was  full  of 
freight  and  passengers,  both  down  and  up. — Gazette. 

April  9,  1835. 
Abbivai.  p»om  Pittsbcro.— Yesterday  the  Canal 
Boat,  Sarah  Tiers,  belonging  to  the  Pittsburgh  Tians- 
portation  Line,  arrived  at  their  ware  house  Chesnut 
street  wharf,Schuylkill,  freighted  with  a  full  cargo  from 
Pittsburgh ;  being  the  first  arrival  this  season  by  the 
Canals  and  Bail  Ro»d. 
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CANALS  AND  RAIL  ROADS  COMPARED. 
(See  Register,  page  24T.) 


Description  and  Cost  of  certain  Ccpiah  and  Rail  Eoads  in  England,  and  the  prices  of  Stock  at  various  periods. 
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1,400 

1,000 

600 

0 

0 

EUsmere  and  Chester, 

7,017 

57 

0 

133 

0 

0 

0 

80 

87 

Forth  and  Clyde, 

12,043 

35 

321 

100 

570 

0 

600 

560 

560 

Glamorganshire, 

2,400 

25 

300 

100 

250 

0 

290 

290 

290 

Grand  Junction, 

21,390 

934 

796 

100 

307 

248 

235 

241 

242 

Grantham, 

3.348 

33J 

140 

150 

215 

0 

195 

202 

202 

Grand  Derbentures,    . 

00 

00 

0 

100 

0 

0 

0 

0 

76 

Grand  Union, 

GO 

00 

0 

100 

0 

0 

0 

23 

23 

Kennet  and  Avon, 

5,384 

78 

263 

39i 

0 

0 

0 

28i 

25i 

Leeds  and  Liverpool, 

6.153 

130 

841 

100 

395 

278 

405 

4524 

515 

Do.             '  new. 

00 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Leicester, 

3.907 

21i 

230 

100 

325 

260 

211 

185 

170 

Lancaster, 

8,105 

75J 

287 

4n 

0 

0 

0 

27 

25 

Leicester  and  Northampton, 

6,857 

43i- 

3074 

8^4 

0 

0 

0 

82 

82 

Loughborough, 

736 

9i 

41 

100 

4,000 

2,400 

2,550 

1,820 

0 

Mellon  and  Mo%ybray, 

00 

0 

0 

100 

240 

170 

190 

190 

200 

Mersey  and  Erwell,     . 

1,000 

50 

0 

100 

825 

650 

525 

720 

0 

Monmouthshire, 

15,512 

17J 

1,057 

100 

215 

0 

208 

0 

191 

Monkland, 

841 

12 

96 

100 

0 

0 

90 

0 

0 

Montgomeryshire, 

3,407 

27 

0 

100 

0 

0 

0 

86 

90 

Neath,      . 

2,500 

14 

0 

100 

350 

0 

300 

0 

300 

Nottingham,    . 

5,000 

3,5 

0 

150 

290 

0 

■     245 

0 

0 

Oxford.     . 

3,473 

9li 

269 

100 

6?0 

640 

510 

0 

610 

Peak  Forest,    . 

6.521 

23 

0 

78 

0 

0 

0 

71 

90 

Regents  or  London,     . 

57,143 

90 

335 

0 

0 

0 

17 

17 

Rochdale, 

8,842 

33 

6134 

85 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1244 

Shrewsbury, 

4,000 

17i 

155 

125 

210 

0 

205 

255 

205 

Shropshire, 

6,333 

n 

453 

125 

135 

0 

140 

136 

106 

Somerset  Coal, 

10,571 

17h 

138 

50 

170 

0 

160 

0 

170 

Somerset  Lock  Fund, 

00 

0 

0 

124 

0 

0 

0 

13 

13 

Stafford  and  Worcester, 

2,15.0 

464 

394 

140 

800 

642 

155 

600 

6454 

Stourbridge, 

6,000 

5 

191 

145 

220 

0 

220 

200 

0 

Stroudwater, 

2,500 

8 

108 

150 

450 

0 

480 

525 

525 

Swansea, 

5.142 

174 

366 

100 

280 

0 

203 

220 

215 

Trent  and  Mersey,      . 

3,594 

93 

778 

100 

820 

900 

620 

660 

640 

Warwick  and  Birmingham,    . 

7.200 

25 

Q 

100 

265 

210 

230 

280 

280 

Warwick  and  Napton.       ' 

8,666 

15 

0 

100 

205 

235 

210 

210 

0 

Wyrley  and  Essington, 

6,956 

23 

288 

125 

160 

0 

115 

115 

80 

Worcester  and  Birmingham, 

16,215 

29 

428 

78| 

0 

0 

0 

874 

86 

Cost  of  Ra 

il  ways 

in  Eng 

land,  and 

thepric 

«  ofato 

ck  at  th 

!  same  dMtes-         1 

Liverpool  and  Manchester, 

00 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

205 

210 

199 

Do.                 do. 

00 

31 

379 

25 

0 

0 

0 

514 

484 

Do.                 do. 

00 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

0 

51 

484 

Clarence,  (Durham,) 

00 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

65 

100 

70 

Severn  and  Wye, 

00 

0 

0 

50 

0 

.23 

117 

164 

194 

Stockton  and  Darlington, 

5.200 

25 

0 

100 

0 

160 

230 

297J 

250 

'  The  fractional  parts  of  a  £  in  the  column  of  cost  per  mile,  omitted. 
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NEW  TONNAGE  BUILT  AT  THE  PORT  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
NEW  TONNAGE  BUILT  AT  THE  PORT  OF 
PHILADELPHIA. 
We  have  prepared  from  authentic  documents,  the 
following;  statement  of  the  names,  tonnage  and  number 
of  vessels  built  annually,  at  the  Port  of  Philadelphia 
during  the  last  ten  years.  It  will  prove  a  useful  refer- 
ence. 

1825. 


^ri^s— Continued. 

SHIPS. 

Treaty 

240.70 

Atlantic 

290.51 

Wizard 

163.77 

Bolivar 

479,60 

Prince  of  Guinea 

261.81 

Florian 

302.91 

Matilda 

130.44 

Asia 

396.55 

American 

181,92 

Mary 

348.10 

Constitution 

19S.67 

Juniata 

286.85 

Erie 

278.14 

La  Plata 

1651.92 

John  Wesley, 

185.63 

Ohio 

351,86 

SCHOONERS 

BRIGS. 

Hope 

64.75 

Victory 

123,45 

Caroline 

64  63 

Forest 

217.14 

Good  Friends, 

81.70 

Hunter 

215.89 

John  Sexton 

32.91 

Lydia  Davis, 

97.36 

Packet 

Agorea 

154.43 

STEAM-BOAT 

Lehigh 

149.39 

Norfolk 

254.26 

Genl.  Sucre 

145.53 

5  SLOOPS 

204.47 

Emily 

143.68 

CORVETTE. 

Kensington  1418.18 

SHIPS. 

Cambria  262.20 
Benjamin  Morgan    395.81 

Ajax  627.07 

Lafayette  260.39 

BARQUE. 

Wyoming  299.57 

BRIGS. 

Blackbird  21692 

Pegasus  145,92 

Maria  145.92 

Henry  193.49 

Herminia  154.70 

Globe  260.30 

Attakapas  149.40 

Mary  123.81 

Sophia  197.92 

Latona  353  01 

SCHOONERS. 

Speedwell  54.87 

(Jaledonia  18.82 


SHIPS. 

Louisiana 

296.69 

Missouri 

270,89 

BRIGS. 

Zella 

187.22 

Independence 

274.00 

Ganniclefft 

200,10 

Chilian 

261,55 

Liberia 

192  73 

Ocean 

172.46 

Lou.s 

140.06 

SCHOONERS 

Esther  &,  Sally 

73.56 

Susan 

16  42 

Diana 

71.49 

Erama 

124.77 

United  States 

24.49 

Schooners — Continued. 

Victory  17.1 

Triton  92.4 

Ellen  61.1 

First  attempt  8.0 

Genl.  Marion  18.30 

Rising  Sun  7.56 

Schuylkill  27.27 

Robert  Morris  21.60 

Champion  65.15 

North  America  18  40 

Ann  62.02 

Emily  Davis  114.09 

Reaper  87.21 

Chancellor  74.93 

James  33. 03 

STEAM-BOATS. 

Philadelphia  250.37 

Convoy  91.28 

Newcastle  253.46 

Albany  306.36 

15  SLOOPS  37226 


Schooners — Continued. 
Edwin  Fprrest  22.77 

Hetty  Ann  29,24 

Rhoda  36.74 

Mark  73.63 

James  Starr  59,68 

Globe  15.86 

Triumph  71,72 

Maria  16.84 

Virginia  127.55 

Elizabeth  60.05 

Amanda  &  Sarah     21.82 
Mexican  106  00 

John  C.  Calhoun   117.15 

STEAM-BOAT. 
New  York  247.11 

r  SLOOPS  310.88 


SHIPS. 

Pearl 

288,15 

Walter 

474.92 

North  Star 

398.81 

Washington 

369,43 

Altamaha 

298,69 

Thames 

413,94 

Chester 

326.33 

Monongahela 

509.65 

Chandler  Price 

440.94 

Charles  Wharton  396.07 

BRIGS. 

Feliciana 

282.89 

Commerce 

177  50 

Mary 

130.00 

Panama 

210.84 

SHIPS. 

^ 

Allegheny 

413  81 

PaoU 

309.85 

BRIGS 

J.  Ashman 

227.70 

Robert  Morris 

240.94 

Caraccas 

146,82 

Pacific 

229.04 

Ella 

235.23 

Montgomery 

142.45 

Dolphin 

U7.57 

Brigs— Coniinwed. 


124  72 


Tama 

Rebecca  Huddell   159.71 

Mary  135.29 

ifCHOONERS. 
U.S.Sc'r.  Pulaiki  103.56 
Hiram  99,64 

Sun  105  38 

Hannah  78.36 

Susan  27.24 

Ann  59.69 

Maiden  94.64 

Ann  Eliza  L  110.46 

STEAM-BOAT. 
Philadelphia  23093 

13  SLOOPS  399.32 


SCHOONERS. 

Defiance  72.60 

Columbia  73.85 

JIargaret  23.82 

Teaser  32.22 

Volta  120,04 

Pelican  100.49 

STEAMBOATS. 
Willi:im  Penn         412. 50 
Wilmington  229.01 

7  SLOOPS  232.00 


1830. 


SHIPS. 

Philip  the  I.  293.81 

Pennsylvania  259.82 

BRIGS. 

Elm  258.42 

Bacchus  200, 22 

Daniel  H.  Miller  120.94 

SCHOONERS. 

General  Pike  47.38 

Charles  Millard  50,43 

Industry  76  56 

Zara  50.38 


Schooners — Continued. 
William  D.  Chester  49,68 
Union  90.44 

Henry  Clay  46  09 

Defiance  97.44 

Splca  66.72 

STEAM  BOATS. 
Geo.  Washington  278.71 
Norfolk  269,37 

Robert  Morris         27982 
Maryland  50,47 

13  SLOOPS  339,02 


SHIPS. 

SCHOONERS. 

Liberty 

381.76 

Thomas  Chalkley      34.18 

Maria 

400.40 

Chester                      69.41 

John  Sergeant 

384.11 

Bernard                         5.85 

United  States 

448,64 

James  &  Catharine    70. 14 

Archer 

321,78 

Betsy                           56.92 

BRIGS. 

Bee                              60.93 

Eiilaw 

319.48 

Virginia  Trader         94  75 

Rolla 

180.03 

9  SLOOPS             355.91 

Paragon 

238.61 

1832. 

SHIPS. 

Schooners— Contmaed. 

Hope 

407.22 

Caroline                     41.48 

Morrison 

565.82 

Henry                        63.46 

Commerce 

439  82 

Caroline                    84.73 

Virginia 

320.46 

Maria                          23.74 

BRIG. 

EhzabethS.  Rebecca  88.93 

Henrietta 

120.15 

STEAM  BOAT. 

SCHOONERS. 

General  Lincoln     125.48 

Ceres 

137.78 

13  SLOOPS          673.88 

William  V.CouIl 

erl27.17 

SHIPS.  Ships— CorH'mued- 

Delaware  479.44  Marguret                 244.32' 

Susquehanna  585.64  Girard                       485.34 

Julia  394.82  Kensington             494.43; 

Eagle  221.44 
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IMPROVEMENT. 


BAKQUE. 

SCHOONERS. 

Madeline 

295.03 

Veto                            5.18 

BUIGS. 

Harriet  Porter         67-61 

Pedraza 

139.22 

Ellen                         70.64 

Santiago 

126.2.5 

Adelaide                   55.89 

James  Coulter 

121.32 

Ada                          152.18 

Star 

128  88 

STEAMBOAT. 

Violet 

128.84 

Ohio                        314.29 
8  SLOOPS.           616.76 

SHIP. 

Octorara 

BARQUE. 
Josephine 

BlUGS. 
Comet 

James  Harper 
Harper. 


118.44 
166.63 
260.30 


[Aphi 


Brigs — Continued. 
Elm  131.23 

SCHOONERS. 

Purdy  91.27 

Robert  Morris  32.05 

A¥llliam  Henry        65.64 
10  SLOOPS  508.92 


RECAPITULATION. 


Years 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

ISJj 

i834 

. 

»   i 

"   i 

oi 

"•  i 

«   i 

"      .c 

A    i 

^. 

A    i 

Ships  and 

H      S 

H      S 

H    S! 

^  s 

h    s 

H      S 

^  s 

H-     5 

^  s 

fS    i 

Barques 

4,108.56 

3,263.38 

567.63 

3,917.23 

723.71 

553.68 

1.936.79 

1,733.42 

.",,198.61 

869.25 

Brigs 

2,888.41 

1,941.69 

1,428.23 

1,221.15 

1,486.46 

57963 

738.17 

120.15 

644.61 

676.65 

Schooners 

342.67 

782.33 

1,061.28 

679.17 

4J3.17 

584.32 

392.39 

567.49 

354.60 

189.01 

Sloops 

204.47 

372.26 

310.88 

399.32 

232. 0( 

339.02 

35691 

673.88 

616  76 

508.92 

QT7    AT 

125.48 

314  29 

Tolal          1           Ships. 

Brigs.           1 

Schofmers.           1           Sloops.           1 

Steamboats. 

Tons.         1       20,872.51 

11,725.35       1 

5,373.58             1         4,014.67         | 

3,592.72 

GRAND  TOTAL. 

...45,578  Tons  93  95-ths. 

Years- 

Ships. 

Barques. 

Br,g 

16 

^— 

Schooners. 
5 

Sloops. 

Steamboats. 

1825 

8 

5 

1 

1826 

5 

1 

10 

17 

15 

4 

1827 

2 

7 

18 

7 

1828 

10 

7 

8 

13 

1 

1829 

2 

8 

6 

7 

1830 

2 

3 

9 

13 

4 

1831 

5 

3 

7 

9 

1832 

4 

1 

7 

13 

1 

1833 

7 

1 

5 

5 

8 

1 

1834 

1 

1 

4 

3 

10 

Total.... 

46 

3 

64 

85 

100 

15 

The  business  this  year,  in  Ship  Building,  promises  to  be  very  considerable. 
There  are  at  present  on  the  stocks,  and  in  an  advanced  state  in  Kensington, 

1   Barque  of  about  260  Ions. 

3  Schoooner^,  each  about  114  tons. 

1   Steamboat,  360  tons. 

1  Steamboat,  tonnage  not  ascertained. 

3  Steam  Tow  Boats,  one  of  them  of  230  tons. 

1  Steamboat,  launched,  and  nearly  finished. 

1  do         rebuilt  to  be  launched  to-day. 

In  Southwaik,  brig  Artamonia,  of  about  200  tons — launched  on  Thursday  last. 


IMPROVEMENT. 

HoiLiuATSBUBG,  April  12,  1835. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Columbia  Spy: 

Dear  Sir, — Through  the  columns  of  your  paper,  per- 
mit me  to  communicate  a  few  remarks  upon  the  facili- 
ties now  offered  to  travellers,  by  Leech  &  Co.  in  their 
line  of  boats  on  the  Pennsylvania  Canal.  In  remarking 
on  this  line,  it  is  not  designed  to  undervalue  the  advan- 
tages on  other  lines,  nor  on  other  boats.  The  writer 
has  no  interest  to  serve  in  this  communication,  but  the 
public  welfare.  To  all  concerned  he  is  a  stranger,  and 
a  simple  statement  of  facts  is  all  that  is  designed.  On 
Friday  last,  about  6  o'clock  P.  M.  the  packet  beat 
New  York,  Mr.  P.  L-  Wood,  master,  left  Columbia, 
having  on  board  140  passengers,  gentlemen  and  ladies 


from  different  sections  of  the  Union,  and  a  few  from 
transatlantic  states,  occupying  various  stations  of  re- 
spectability and  usefulness  in  public  and  private  life. 

Two  of  the  passengers  were  clergymen,  and  many 
others  were  professors  of  religion  of  different  evange- 
lical denominations,  and  all  were  orderly  and  quiet 
persons. 

At  the  request  of  the  master  of  the  packet  and  many 
of  the  passengers,  after  mature  deliberation  the  clergy- 
men, from  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  deemed  it 
I  heir  duty  to  change  their  original  purpose  of  leavinff 
the  packet  on  Saturday  evening,  and  to  remain  on 
board  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  divine  worship 
during  the  Sabbath.  Divine  service  was  therefore 
conducted  publicly,  at  half  past  10  o'clock,  A.  M.  and 
at  2  o'clock,  P.  M.  in  which  all  the  company  united,— 


1835.] 


REMONSTUANCE. 


1-71 


The  exercises  were  solemn  and  impressive.  The 
whole  day  wore  the  aspect  of  solemnity.  The  sound 
of  the  horn  and  the  hammer  and  other  instruments  ordi- 
narily emi)loyed  in  conducting  the  packet  onward, 
ceased,  and  the  day  was  quiet.  Although  the  passen- 
gers were  so  numerous,  yet,  by  the  prompt,  faithful, 
and  kind  attention  of  the  master,  all  were  brought 
through  the  route  with  safety  and  great  satisfaction  — 
To  the  attention  and  kindness  of  Mr-  Wood,  the  com 


pany  felt  peculiarly  obligated — and 


amount  of  purchase  money  with  six  percent,  per  annum 
interest  thereon.  Number  two  shall  pay  such  purchase 
money  and  four  and  one  half  per  cent,  per  annum  in- 
terest thereon.  Number  three  shall  pay  such  purchase 
money  and  three  per  cent,  per  annum  interest  thereon. 
Number  four  shall  pay  the  original  purchase  money 
without  interest,  ' 

Seciion  4.   Tiie  board  of  appraisers  shall  keep  a  re- 
cord of  their  valuaticms  in  a  book  to  be  kept  for  that 


idence  of    purpose,  and  a  certified  copy  thereof  under  seal  shall 


their  feelings  of  oblig-ation,  on  their  near  approach  to 
this  place,  assembled  on  deck,  and  unanimously  adopt- 
ed the  following  resolution,  viz. 

Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  kind  atten- 
tions and  courteous  maimers  of  Mr.  B-  L.  Wood,  mas- 
ter of  the  packet  boat  New  York,  to  the  passengers 
committed  to  his  care,  from  Columbia  to  Hollidaysburg, 
we  deem  it  due  both  to  him,  and  our  own  feelings,  pub- 
licly to  express  to  him  our  thanks,  and  also  to  recom- 
mend the  boat  to  persons  who  m  ly  have  occasion  to 
visit  the  far  west. 

Sined  by  | 

A.   B.  SHAW,  I 

A.  GLINES, 
0/  Massaehusetls,    in    behalf    of    the     Company    of  \ 

passengers.  ,  ^o  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Com 

Of  the  number  that  left   Columbia,  112  were  landed  ,  monweallh  of  Pennsylvania. 

at  this  place,  all  going  to  the  West.     The  packet  ariiv-  j  Your  Memorialists  Respectfully  Represent  : 

-P»f''"o."^e  ^ho'e  ''"'^.  j      That  they  see  with  surprise  a  bill  reported   to  youi 
'  I'O'-  .«  perhaps  pro-    honorable  bodies  for  erecting  a  Bridge  arross  the  Rivei 


be  good  evidence  on  an  applic.-i.tion  to  procure  patents 
and  pay  the  purchase  money  due  the  commonwealth. 

Section  5.  The  appraisers  before  entering  on  the  du- 
ties enjoined  on  them  by  this  act,  shall  be  sworn  or  af- 
firmed th.at  they  will  justly  and  impartially  appraise  the 
land  in  all  cases  where  called  to  act,  and  shall  be  allow- 
ed one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day  for  each  day  spent, 
and  four  cents  for  each  mile  circular  travelled  by  lljera 
in  discharging  the  duties  enjnined  by  this  act. 

Section  6.  This  act  shall  continue  in  force  three  years 
and  no  longer. 

Section  7.  -^11  laws  of  this  commonwealth  are  hereby 
repealed  so  far  as  they  are  altered  by  this  act,  and  no 
further. 


Schuylkill  at  some  point  below  the  city  cf  Pliiladelphi; 
which  they  beg  leave  to  remonstrate  against  for  the  fol- 


Because  the  river  Schuylkill  is  a  common  highway 
for  tlie  benefit  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  State:  anv  thinp 


ed  this  afternoon  at  3  o'clock- 
171  miles,  in  sixty-nine  ho 

priety  in  s.aying  while  the  facilities  of  this  line  are  many 
—that  the  vast  amount  of  travelling  on  it  to  the  West, 
calls  upon  the  company  to  increase  their  eflTarts  for  ac- 
commodating the  public — could  longer  cabins  be  con- 
structed in  the  packets,  or  extra  packets  be  in  readi- 
ness when  needed  and  could  additional  cars  for  the  UhV^eforV  which  "obstructs  it  not  only  injures  Philadef- 
rail  reads  be  provided,  so  that  passengers  could  be  i  i,;^,  hut  nearly  the  whole  trade  of  Pennsylvania.  Ves- 
forwarded  immediately  in  all  cases  of  arrival,  doubtless  j,,,  ^f  f^om  two  to  three  hundred  tons,  now  load  at  its 
the  company  would  be  well  rewarded  by  the  extra  num.  wharves  witl^  coal  and  other  productions,  and  depart 
bers  that  would  be  induced  o  take  th.s  .n  preference  ,  without  delay  or  inconvenience- which  could  no  be 
to  any  other  route  to  the  valley  of  the  M,ss,ss.pp,-a  |  , he  case  if  this  bridge  is  built-as  canals  around  abut- 
failure  in  attention  to  these  things  may  seriously  affect  !  n,e„ts  of  bridges  have  been  found  in  al!  cases  to  present 
the  interests  of  the  company  in  future.     That  they  may  .,  obstacles  to  navigation  ^ 


the 


succeed  in 
tronage,  is  the  sin^ 
and  forty  passengers. 


ffurts,  and  obtain  a  due  share  of 


desire  of  one  of  the   hundred 
Yours  respectfully, 


The  following  Act  passed  both  Houses  of  the  Legis 
lature,  April  4,  '""'^ 


Because  extensive  wharves  and  warehouses  have  jeen 
made  on  the  river  for  the  accommodation  of  the  toal 
and  country  trade,  which  would  be  greatly  injured, 
if  not  rendered  useless  by  such  a  work. 

Because  such  a  bridge  is  not  necessary  either  for  tra- 
velling or  commerce,  there  being'already  three  bridges 
over  that  river;  and  if  the  object  as  alleged  is,  to  carry 
the  trade  to  the  Southwark  Rail  Road,  the  shortest  pos- 


An  Act  to  graduate  the  Lands  on    which   money  is    sible  wav  to  accomplish  it,  is  to  lay  rails  on  the  piers  of 
due  and  unpaid  to  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,     the  Permanent  Bridge  at  Market  street;  from  thence  to- 

Section  1.   Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of    join  the  Rail  Road  'at  Broad   street,  which  joins  thp. 
Representatives  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania    Southwark  Rail  Road. 

in  General  .\ssembly  met,   and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  ,      Bec.iuse  a  bridge  will  eventually  cut  off  the  entire  V 
the  authority  of  the  same,  that  the  county  commission-    trade  of  the  city  front  of  the  Schuylkill.     Vesselsofthe  N 
ers  of  the  several  counties  of  this  commonwealth  shall    larger  class  can  only  pass  draw  bridgfs  at  certain  state 
be  a  board  of  appraisers  for  the  following  purpose,  viz.  '  of  the  tides,  thereby  cr      ' 


It  shall  be  their  duty  to  appraise  all  lands  ( 


vhich  i 


the 


n^  great  detention,  subject- 
to  injury  from  running  foul,  breaking   their 


purchase  money  is  due  to  this  commonwealih,  if  desired  1  rigging,  &c.  &c.  Captains  alreadycomplain  of  the  _.._ 
so  to  do  by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  a  majority  of'  at  Grey's  Ferry  below  the  ciy,  and  if  another  is  added, 
the  board  to  view  the  ground,  the  expense  of  such  '  your  memorialists  are  fearful  thev  would  object  to  go- 
appraisement  to  be  iiaid  by  the  owner  of  the  land.  i  ing  up  the  Schu\lkill  altogether.' 

Section  2.  The  board  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  ap-  |  Because  if  the  trade  of  the  Schuylkill  for  sea  vessels 
praise  such  land  or  lands  for  its  cash  value,  and  shall  ,  is  interrupted,  it  must  throw  the  burthen  on  country 
make  a  table  of  rates,  numbers  one,  two,  three,  four,  i  produce  in  transporting  it  over  the  city  to  the  Delaware 
All  land  va'ued  at  ten  dollars  per  acre  and  upwards,  j  tor  exportation — which  add  tional  expense  will  fall  ex- 
shall  be  rated  number  one.  All  land  valued  at  more  '  clusively  upon  country  merchants  and  farmers.  To  the 
than  seven  and  less  than  ten  dollars  per  acre  shall  be  ;  Schu>lkill  coal  trade  such  a  bridge  will  be  almost  total 
rated  number  two.  All  lands  valued  at  more  than  four  I  destruction,  as  the  article  is  entirely  exported  from  that 
dollars  and  not  more  than  seven  dollars  per  acre,  shall  I  River. 

be  rated  number  three.  All  lands  valued  at  four  dol-  |  Because  your  memorialists  are  informed  that  an  Act 
las  or  less  per  acre,  shall  be  rated  number  four.  Pro-  |  of  Incorpoi'ation  is  now  in  existence,  for  building  a 
vided,  that  in  making  the  valuation  of  lands  the  value  I  bridge  at  Grey's  Ferry,  80  feet  high,  which  would  an- 
of  the  buildings  thereon  erected  shall  be  deducted.  I  swer  the  purpose  without  interrupting  commerce. 

Section  3.  AH  land  rated  number  one,  shall  pay  the        Ail  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


272 


MISCELLAKEOU3. 


[Astth 


METEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER. 

Extract /torn  the  Meteorological  Register,  taken  at  the  Stale  Capital — Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

Bi  James  Whight,  Librarian. 

AUGUST,   1834. 


e  month. 
5  week. 

a. 

1 
1 

1 

c 

t 

WINDS. 

STATE  OF  THE  WEATHER. 

5|            .5 
o             "S 

i 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

s 

Q               Q 

m. 

^ 

in 

S 

a 

ffi 

s 

THERMOMETKK 

BAKOMEIEK. 

I.Friday, 

68 

78|78|75 
75  77I76 

29.72 

7i 

75 

29.73 

NW 

Clear  day. 

2  Saturday, 

75 

77 

79 

80 

79 

SE 

Cloudy  day. 

3  Sunday, 

68 

80 

82 

77 

80 

80 

80 

80 

W 

Clear  day. 

4    Monday, 

-0 

84 

84 

79 

83 

80 

77 

80 

w 

do.     do. 

5  Tuesday; 

72 

84 

85 

80 

80 

80 

80 

80 

w 

do.     do. 

6   Wednesday, 

75 

85 

87 

82 

83 

77 

81 

w 

do.     do. 

7   Thursday, 

72 

88 

87 

82 

75 

70 

68 

71 

w 

do.     do. 

8,  Friday, 

75 

88 

82 

82 

65 

63 

60 

63 

vir 

Clear— Cloudy. 

9  Saturday, 

72 

88 

86 

82 

60 

60 

60 

60 

w 

Clear— fcloudy— 

ain  at  nigTit. 

10  Sunday, 

72 

82 

S3 

79 

70 

70 

70 

70 

SE 

Clear  d»y-Sh'ry 

atn't.th.&lt. 

11   Monday, 

76 

8', 

83 

83 

74 

74 

74 

74 

w 

Clear  day 

12  Tuesday, 

75 

91 

88 

85 

70 

66 

60 

65 

w 

Clear— Shower- 

rain  at  night 

13  Wednesday, 

74 

83 

82 

SO 

72 

75 

78 

75 

w 

Clear  day 

14  Thursday, 

72 

81 

82 

78 

70 

63 

63 

65 

NW 

Cloudy  da)-. 

1.5  Friday, 

68 

77 

72 

72 

63 

68 

70 

67 

NW 

Sun  &  Clouds. 

16  Saturday, 

66 

75 

75 

72 

80 

83 

84 

82 

W 

Clear  day 

17  Sunday, 

65 

75 

79 

73 

89 

80 

76 

82 

SE 

Cloudy— Clear. 

18   Monday, 

74 

85 

83 

80 

70 

69 

7i 

71 

SW 

Clear  day 

19  Tuesday, 

64 

75 

75 

71 

77 

70 

68 

72 

NW 

do.     do. 

20  Wednesday, 

65 

76 

75 

72 

73 

76 

70 

73 

NW 

do.     do. 

21    Thursday, 

66 

77 

75 

73 

73 

73 

73 

73 

NW 

do.     do. 

22!  Friday, 

64 

79 

76 

73 

73 

82 

80 

78 

NW 

do.     do. 

23i  Saturday, 

64 

82 

81 

76 

78 

80 

80 

79 

SE 

do.         do. 

24  Sunday, 

68 

82 

80 

77 

78 

78 

72 

76 

NW 

Clear— Cloudy. 

25'  Monday, 

63 

73 

73 

70 

86 

83 

80 

83 

NW 

Clear  clay 

26|  Tuesday, 

5r 

73 

74 

69 

82 

80 

80 

81 

NW 

Cloudy  day 

27  Wednesday, 

62 

73 

73 

69 

80 

84 

86 

83 

N 

Clear  day 

28  Thursday, 

55 

70 

70 

65 

92 

92 

92 

92 

N 

do.     do. 

29  Friday, 

6C 

75 

74 

69 

92 

92 

92 

92 

SE 

Cloudy  day 

3C  Saturday, 

63 

73 

72 

69 

92 

92 

90 

91 

SE 

do.     do. 

31   Sunday, 

63 

70 

73 

69 

92 

88 

84 

88 

SE 

do.     do. 

Thermometer. 

Barometer. 

Maximum  on  the  12th, 

85° 

Ma 

ximum  on  ti.e  28tt 

29.92  inches. 

Minimum  on  the  26thj 

69 

Mi 

nimum  on  the  12th 

• 

29.65       " 

Difference,      . 

16 

Di 

Terence, 

, 

00.26      " 

Mean,         . 

i 

75 

|Me 

an. 

. 

.     29  77       " 

UMION  CANAL. 

Statement  of  articles  which  have  passed  the  Union 
Canal,  since  the  opening  of  the  Navigation  on  the  19th 
ot  March,  up  to  the  19th  of  April. 

Plaster,  .  .         268,677  pounds. 

Fish,         .  .  466,  i  12 

Salt,  .  .         200,717         " 

Merchandize,        .  2,366,507         " 

rl"ur,         .  .  3,662,526* 

Lumber,  .         1,361,800 

Shingles,  •  491,400 

Coal,  .  .         2,102,899 

Wheat,  .  .     4,172,3321       '• 

Iron,  .  .  2,913,698 

Whiskey,         .  .         404,486*       " 

Sundries  consisting  of  staves 
tobacco,  flaxseed.  Clover- 
seed,  bacon,  ore,  lime, 
limestone,  leather,  .3,258,501         " 

•  Equal  to  18,312  bbls.         26,770,055 

t59,533  bushels,     t  50,560  gallons — Com.  Herald. 


THE    REGISTER 


PHILADELPHIA,  APRIL  25,   1835. 


We  have  by  request  inserted  several  columns  of  the 
tables  attached  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of 
New  York,  on  Canals  and  Rail  Roads,  which  Could  not 
be  printed  entire. 


Printed  every  Saturday  morning  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEDDES,  No.  9  Library  street. 

The  publication  office  of  the  Register  has  been  re- 
moved from  Franklin  Place,  to  No.  61,  in  the  Arcade, 
Western  Avenue,  up  stairs. 
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-NO. 
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P3IILADELPHIA, 

MAY  2,  1§3.5. 

Wo. 

3S3. 

I  confined  to  houseliold  work,  the  making  and  mending 
of  the  clotliing-  for  the  inmates,  and  Ihe  necessary  do- 
mestic occupations  for  ensuring  the  comfort  and  clean- 
liness of  their  department. 

From  this  physical  labor,  the  inmates  are  dirccled  to 
that  intellectual  employment  calculated  to  combine  in 
a  happy  degfree  with  the  manual  skill  which  they  are 
thus  acquiring  and  to  render  them  better  capable  of 
retaining  that  rank  in  the  society  of  their  fellows,  to 
which  the  managers  aonfidently  trust  the  Instituliotl 
may  be  the  blessed  instrument  of  introducing  them.— 
The  schools  are  now  in  a  more  satisfactory  state  of  use- 
fulness and  improvement  than  it  has  yet  been  our  pri- 
vilege to  announce.  The  present  teacher  has  the  con- 
fidence of  the  Board,  and  by  his  unremitting  attention 
and  i'llerest  in  his  department,  gives  earnest  of  suc- 
cessful residls-  The  report  annexed  will  show  the 
present  state  of  this  portion  of  the  institution. 

The  duties  of  the  weik  being  thus  pointed  out,  and 

regularly  fulfilVd,  the  subjects  of  the  House  are  upon 

he  Sabbath,  twice  assembled  in  the  chapel,  engaging 

hip  of  God  and  listening  to  the  expounding 

1   of  the  Gospel.     Benevolent  clergymen  of 


HOUSE  OF  UEFUGE. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Hepreienlatives  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Fennsylvania. 
The  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  in  presenting 
their  Annual  Ueport,  conformably  to  the  requisitions  of 
the  charter,  cannot  but  congratulate  the  friends  of  the 
Institution,  Among  whom  they  have  great  pleasure  to 
rank  your  honorable  bodies,  upon  the  increased  si.«- 
cess  of  this  noble  experiment  of  charity  which  has 
originated  and  been  fostered  by  the  exertions  and  aid 
of  the  benevolent,  and  by  none  more  than  by  the 
accredited  organs  of  the  people  of  this  commonwealth. 
Thrt  JIauagers  regarding  with  attention  and  anxiety 
every  event  and  progress  of  opinion  calculated  to  affect 
the  interests  of  an  institution  whose  welfare  is  dear  to 
their  hearts,  have  seen  with  great  satisfaction,  those 
prejudices  which  originally  threatened  to  trammel  its 
operations  and  limit  its  usefulness,  gradually  receding 
before  that  conviction  of  its  good  design  and  apprecia- 
tions of  its  important  results,  reaching  the  hearts  of  all 
and  animating  to  renewed  interest  in  its  behalf.  I  ^^  ,1^^ 

It  is  wiih  pleasure  we  recur  to  the  late  visit  of  a  por-  ;  gf  j|,g 
tion  of  the  Legislature,  satisfied  that  a  person;d  invesli-  I  <,ifferent  denominations  devote  themselves  to  this  reli- 
gation  of  the  organization,  coi.duct,  economy  and  regu-  [  g.,,,^^  instruction  of  the  inmates,  and    we  are   from  ex- 

■  ptrrience  justified  in  believing,  with  much  success.    lit 
j  the  Sund  ^y  school,  tlie  exertions  of  gentlemen,  anxious 
for  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  beings  placed  under  our 
ofthe  Institution,  which  you  have  hitherto  been  pleas- Lj^,g^    a,.^    continual,   and  improvement    is  evident   ill 
ed  most  generously  to  manifest.     The  difficulties  which    attention,  interest  and  knowledge- 

have  been  hitherto  encountered  in  devising  suitable  ^y,,g„  j,^g  individual  has  been,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
occupations  for  the  boys,"  have  now,  we  have  every  M^p^gers,  reformed  by  the  discipline  of  the  House; 
reason  to  hope,  been  remedied.  The  employments  j  ^.^j  g-.^.^j  promise  of  future  correct  deportment  and  a 
consist  of  Shoemaking,  Bookbinding,  the  manufacture  ;  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^„,,;„  i,;^  proper  station  in  the  community,  he 
ofbrass  nails,  and  the  furniture  of  umbrellas,  for  'he  !  i^^  ;„  (he  discretion  of  a  committee,  placed  by  inden- 
larger  and  more  skilful  boys,  in  all  which  trades  they  |  ^^^.^^  ^,^,,^,.  „,g  charge  of  a  suitable  master,  always 
exhibit  much  diligence  and  rapid  improvement;— while  ^jj,,  ^  yig^,  of  consonance  with  his  habits  and  inclina- 
the  smaller  and  less  capable   are   profitably  employed  I  [ions 

in  the  making  of  cane  seats  for  chairs,  and  forming  the  The  Legislature  may  thus  see  the  entire  scope  and 
split  rattan  to  a  suitable  size  and  form  for  bonnet  mak-  I  objects  ol  the  House  of  Refuge,  Preserving  the  origi- 
ers.  The  managers  respectfully  appeal  to  the  recol- ;  nal  plan  of  its  founders,  disclaiming  all  analogy  to  thfe 
lections  of  those  gentlemen  who  have  lately  visited  tlie  I  name  of  Prison,  the  managers  confidently  trust  that 
House,  for  proof  of  the  skill,  diligence  and  cheerfulness  '  the  House  has  become  a  school  of  reform  and  salutary 
manifested  by  those  employed  in  these  various  occupa-  i  moral  discipline.  To  rescue  the  youthful  from  the 
tions.  In  disposing  of  those  who  are  subjected  tp  the  j  haunts  of  vice  or  the  pursuits  of  idleness;  to  place  a 
discipline  of  the  House  among  the  different  trades,  con-  barrier  between  tbem  and  their  associates  in  crime  or 
sideration  is  invariably  had  of  their  forirer  liabits  of  folly;  to  actuate  them  to  the  practice  and  habit  of  in- 
life,  their  apparent  skill,  general  capability  and  inclina-  dustry,  by  directing  them  in  the  way  of  usefid  employ- 
tion, — tbough  always  tempered  by  the  discretion  oflment;  to  instruct  their  minds  in  those  branches  of 
the  Superintendent.  The  employment  of  the  girls  is  |  knowledge  be^t  calculated  for  their  adranceroent  in 
Yci-  X    V-  35 


lationsofthe  House,  in  all  its  departments,  and  with 
regard  to  its  subjects,  is  the  surest  guarantee  of  an  in- 
crease of  that  confidence,  in  the  Directors  and  Officers 
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life;  to  impress  upon  their  softened  hearts  the  know- 
lege  of  the  Deity  and  the  truths  of  religion;  and  to 
finally  confide  them  lo  the  charge  of  approved  emplpy- 
ers,  to  carry  out  the  designs  of  our  institution,  by  pre- 
serving thern  in  those  paths,  to  which  our  discipline  has 
been  calculated  to  direct  them,  has  been  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  the  sole  object  of  the  care  of  the  gentle- 
men to  whose  administration  the  affairs  ci  the  House 
are  entrusted. 

Our  domestic  arrangements  have  not  beei\  essentially 
changed  during  the  past  year.  The  Superintendent, 
the  Matron,  and  subordinate  officers  of  the  House  con- 
tinue in  their  charge  with  the  same  ability  and  happy 
consequences  as  formerly.  The  managers  congratu- 
late al!  the  friends  of  the  Institution  upon  their  acquisi- 
tion. 

The  female  department  is  particularly  superintended 
by  the  "Ladies  Committee,"  who  devote  themselves 
with  much  advantage  to  this  duty.  A  comm'tlee  of  the 
Managers  regularly  visit  the  House  twice  a  week  to 
examine  cases  of  tliose  recently  admitted,  exercise  a 
general  supervision  of  its  affairs — the  results  of  wl.ich 
are  weekly  reported  to  the  Executive  Committee  and 
to  the  Board  at  each  monthly  meeting. 

The  Physicians  exhibit  an  interest  in  the  sick  and  a 
success  in  their  treatment,  which  entitle  them  to  the 
most  favorable  notice  of  the  Board.  We  regret  to 
nounce  that  the  mortality  during  the  past  year  has  been 
greater  than  formerly,  though  principally  produced  by 
constitutional  causes  and  unconnected  with  the  general 
healihofthe  House. 

The  annexed  statements  of  the  general  condition  of 
the  House,  its  receipts  and  expenditures  will  exhibit 
to  the  Legislature  details  most  important  for  your  con- 
sideration. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House  of 
Refuge. 

THOMAS  ASTLEY, 
Attested  Vice  President. 

James  J.  BincxAT,  Secretary. 
Fhilad.  Jan.  1,  1835. 

To  the  Managers  of  Ike   House  of  Refuge  the  Superin- 
tendent presents  the  fulluwing: 
The  number  of  subjects  admitted  from  Jan.  1,  183i, 
to  Jan.  1,  1835,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Boys.   Girls.   Total. 
Committed  by  Courts  and  Magis- 
trates, 74         36         110 
Returned  having  been  indentured,         7  4  11 
do             do         voluntarily              3           0  3 
do             do  on  accmint  of  disease  10  1 


Boys.  Girls.  Total. 
Sent  to  Almshouse  3  3  6 

As  improper  subjects  7  5  12 

Escaped  (one  since  returned)  2  0  2 


26 


106 


ry 


igin  the  Institution,  Jan'ja- 
1835,  104 


One  girl  who  died  was  in  an  advanced  stage  of  con- 
sumption when  she  was  received  into  the  institution. 

The  average  age  of  boys  received  is  about  14  years. 
7  months — Girls— 14  years  5  months. 

One  has  been  received  from  Cumberland  county,  on'C 
from  Columbia  county,  four  from  Lancaster  county, 
one  from  Susquehanna  county  and  two  from  North- 
ampton county — the  remainder  were  from  the  city  and 
county  of  Philadelphia. 

The  number  of  subjects  from  distant  counties  is 
greater  than  in  the  preceding  year,  showing  an  increas- 
ed attention  to  the  merits  of  the  institution  in  the  interior 
of  the  state. 

The  boys  are  employed  at  bookbinding,  shoemak- 
ing — and  in  the  manufacture  of  brass  nails,  umbrella 
furniture,  cane  chair  seals,  and  bonnet  cane. 

The  girls  are  employed  at  cooking,  sewing,  knitting, 
and  the  various  kinds  of  housewil'ery  required  in  the 
establishment. 

Of  the  boys  who  h.ive  been  indented — 6  are  to  be 
woolen  manufacturers;  23  farmers;  2  combmakers;  3 
blacksmiths;  1  oak  cooper;  1  cltrk;  1  printer;  1  tan- 
ner and  currier;  1  carpenter;  4  screwmakers,  1  painter, 
1  tin  and  iron  plate  worker;  3  seamen;  1  miller;  and  2 
boot  and  shoemakers. 

The  girls  are  all  to  learn  housewifery. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

EDWIN  YOUNG, 

Superintendent. 

The  teacher  nf  the  school  in  the  House  of  Refuge  respect- 
fully presents  to  the  Superintendent  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  the  schools. 

The  male  scliool  consists  of  104  pupils  who  are 
classed  as  follows; 


40 


Discharged. 


By  indenture 

Of  age 

Returned  to  friends 


125 


CLASS. 
1 


iOYS- 

12 


STUDIES  PURSUED. 

Olney's  Geography,  Arith- 
metic, and  read  in  Cniversal 
class  book. 

Arithmetic,  and  read  in  Mur- 
ray's Sequel. 

Arithmetic,  and  read  in  Grim-. 
shaw's  History  of  U.  States. 

Arithmetic,  and  read  in  Tes 
tament. 
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STUDIES  PURSUED. 


BOYS. 
II 


Rcid  ii 
spell 


amcnt,    and 
.■'6  Spelling 


1    the  Tt 
in   Web; 
Hook. 

.'ad   in   tlie  Testament,    and 
spell    in  Webster's  Spelling; 


Book. 
Read    in 


Webster's    Spci; 


ng;  to  read  in         do. 
ords  of  three  syllables, 
do.— 


9  12  Spell 

10  10  do  one 

two  in  alphabet. 

In  the  female  school  are  61  girls,  classed  a: 
I       NO.      1 


I 

11 

Woodbridge's  Geography,— 
Arithmetic,  and  read  in  Eng- 
lish reader. 

2 

11 

Arithmetic,  and  read  in  Mur- 
ray's Introduction. 

3 

9 

Read  in  the  Testament,  and 
learn  tables,  spell  in  Web- 
ster's. 

4 

10 

do             do             do 

5 

6 

Read  in  Webster's  Spelling 
Book. 

6 

6 

Beginning  to  read  in         do 

7 

S 

Spell  in  two  syllables. 

Forly-I 

IV  0  Bnys 

ivrite  on  paper,  and  forty  on  slates. 

Thirty 

five    Girls 

write  on  p&per,  and     sixteen  on 

slates. 

The   b 

cys  are    in 

school   from  5   to  7\   o'clock  in 

the  morn 

ng,  and  from  5'  to  8  in  the  evening— making 

5  hours  p 

er  day. 

The  gi 

Is  attend 

school   in  the   afternoon,    about  3 

hours  per  day — sometimes,  of  late,  they  have  attended 
a  little  longer,  perhaps  3J  hours. 

Of  the  number  in  both  schools,  that  study  arith. 
metic,  more  than  one  half  have  not  progressed  farther 
than  the  simple  rules,  and  of  the  remaining  arith- 
meticians, but  very  few  have  cyphered  beyond  simple 
interest. 

A  very  great  proportion  of  the  children,  when  ad- 
mitted into  the  school  cannot  read,  and  many  of  them 
are  entirely  ignorant  of  the  Alphabet,  consequently,  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  they  will  be  very  far  advanc- 
ed, before  they  leave  the  ins'itution,  though  the  most 
of  them  progress  so  far  as  to  read  tolerably  well,  and 
write  a  legible  hand — and  some  make  considerable 
proficiency  in  Geography  and  Arithmetic. 

Z.  B.  NICHOLS, 

Teacher. 
January  1,  1835.  i 


PHYSICIANS'  REPORT. 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Man.^- 
gers,  the  Physicians  of  the  House  of  Refuge,  re- 
spectfully SBbmit  their  report  for  1834. 
From  a  careful  review  of  the  Medical  Record,  it  ap- 
pears, that  one  hundred  and  forty-five  inmates  of  the 
House,  have  been  at  different  times,  under  medical 
treatment  for  the  last  year.  A  list  of  the  diseases,  to- 
gether with  the  numberofcases  belonging  to  each  class, 
may  prove  satisfactory  to  the  Board;  and  are  here  in- 
serted for  its  information,  viz:  Asthma,  1.  Catarrhus,  10. 
Colica,  2.  Consumption,  2.  Cholera  Epidemica,  1. 
Cholera  Morbus,  12.  Chorea,  1.  Cephalalgia,  5. 
Contusio,  1.  Cynanche  Tonsillaris,  6.  Diarrhoea,  3r. 
Dysenteric,  2.  Epilepsia,  3.  Febris  Remittens,  12- 
Febris  Intermittens,  19.  Inflamma'io  Articulorum,  4. 
Icterus,  1.  Hernia,  2.  Hepatitis,  1.  Herpes,  1  — 
Neuralgia,  1.  Ophthalmia,  3.  Otitis,  3.  Pleuritis,  7. 
Phlebitis,  1.  Phrenitis,  4-  Rheumatismus,  6.  Scro- 
fula, 2.  Vertigo,!.- Total,145.  Ofthisntimber.we  have 
the  melancholy  duty,  to  record  the  death  of  7  as  follows: 
3  from  Inflammation  of  the  Brain,  1  from  Cholera  Asia- 
tics, 1  from  Cholera  Morbus,  1  from  Consumption,and  1 
from  Epilepsy — making  an  unusually  large  proportion, 
as  compared  with  former  reports,  and  almost  equal  to 
^  of  the  whole  number  of  fatal  cases  that  have  occur- 
red, since  the  establishment  was  first  opened,  for  the 
reception  of  Juvenile  offenders,  in  1827.  If  this  event, 
however,  be  candidly  examined,  it  will  present  nothing 
that  is  calculated  to  create  unfivorable  impressions,  as 
to  the  salubrity  of  this  Institution.  It  is  true,  th.at  indis- 
position  of  a  slight  character,  has  extensively  prevailed 
iluring  the  period  now  under  consideration;  and  espe- 
cially, in  the  summer  months;  but  in  this  fact,  there  is 
nothing  of  an  unusual  nature,  and  is  susceptible  of  a 
ready  and  satisfictory  explanation,  by  the  prevalence 
of  that  mysterious  epidemic  influence,  which  so  exten- 
sively, spread  death  and  consternation  over  most  of  the 
known  world.  With  the  exception  then,  of  the  fatal 
cases  alluded  to,  but  little  serious  indisposition  has 
fallen  under  our  observation:  and  there  is  an  abundant 
cause  for  congratulation  and  thankfulness,to  an  all-wise 
and  over-ruling  Providence,  that  in  the  midst  of  the 
ravages,occasioned  by  the  Epidemic  Cholera  in  different 
parts  of  our  country, that  ofsolargea  number  of  individ. 
uals  as  is  to  be  found  collected  together  in  the  House 
of  Refuge,  so  many  should  have  escaped  the  bed  of 
suff'ering  and  death. 

If  a  comparison,  as  to  healthfulness,  be  instituted  be- 
tween the  House  of  Refuge,  and  other  similar  institu- 
tions in  our  city,  or  elsewhere,  it  will  not  prove  unfa- 
vour.ible  to  the  former,  and  would  aflTord  satisfactory 
grounds  for  the  conclusion,  that  in  this  respect,  it  is 
highly  favoured,  and  exempted  in  as  remarkable  a  de- 
gree, from  fatal  disease,  as  any  other  establishment  of 
which  we  have  any  knowledge.  The  simple  fact,  that 
eleven  inmates  only.including  those  of  the  present  year, 
have  died  since  the  Refuge  first  opened  its  doors,  until 
the  present  period,  is  sufficient  evidence  to  confirm  the  • 
above  opinion;  and  to  create  confidence  in  those  of  its 
friends,  and  patrons,  who  have  so  unremittingly  labour- 
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ed.and  sacrificed  so  much  of  (heir  time,  and  money,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  full  effect,  this  benevolent 
scheme,  so  well  adapted  to  save  from  hopeless  wretch- 
edness and  vice,numbers  of  our  neglected,  but  still  in- 
teresting portion  ofyoutliful  population.  In  order  that 
the  Board  may  be  able  to  estimate  correctly,  the  na- 
ture and  character  of  those  cases,  which  proved  fatal, 
a  short  abstract  of  each,  together,  with  the  evidences 
of  disease,  afforded  by  the  examinations  after  death,  is 
hereby  submitted. 

The  1st  case  was  that  of/ P ,  aged  12  years. 

He  was  admitted  into  the  Uefuge,  May  the  28ili,  1833, 
and  seized  with  chill  and  fever,  pain  in  the  head  and 
back,  (the  usual  attendants  ot  Intermiltents)  on  the  7th 
of  April,  1834.  These  symptoms  continued  48  hours, 
but  were  finally  rtmoved,  by  means  of  Leeches  to  the 
temples;— purging,  and  other  appropriate  treatment- 
From  this  period,  he  apparenl/y  recnyered,  and  attend- 
ed to  his  school,  i(nlll  the  8th  of  May  following,  at 
■which  time  he  was  similarly  attacked,  as  in  the  first  in- 
stance: he  was  ordered  to  be  bled,  by  the  Physician, 
and  when  visited  again  in  the  afternoon,  he  expressed 
himself  quite  relieved.  At  9,  P.  M.  he  undressed  him- 
self and  retired  to  his  bed,  without  conveying,  by  his 
f  onduct  or  appearance,  any  suspicion  of  his  near  ap- 
proach to  death; — he  was  found  in  the  morning  in  a 
itate  of  stupor,  probably,  the  consequence  of  convul- 
sions, and  shortly  after,  expired.  His  head  was  ex- 
amined after  death,  and  the  following  phenomena  pre- 
sented themselves: 

Adhesions  between  the  Dura  mater  and  Arachnoid 
membrane;  effusion  of  ccagulable  ly  mph,  at  tlie  ante- 
rior portion  of  the  brain;  excessive  congestion  of  the 
vessels  of  the  Pia  Mater; — all  indicating  a  disease  of 
some  standing,  and  not  unlikely,  the  effect  of  a  slow 
inflammatory  action,  which  had  been  goingoninsidious- 
I3',  from  the  time  of  his  first  attack,  three  weeks  pre- 
viously to  his  death. 

This  case  was,  certainly,  a  very  interesting  and  unu- 
sual one,  when  it  is  considered,  that,  during  the  whole 
interval  between  the  first  and  second  attacks,  the  pa- 
tient was  able  to  attend  to  his  school,  and  partic'pate  in 
the  various  occupations  of  the  House,  with  the  other 
boys.  No  human  sagacity,  under  these  circumstances, 
could  have  predicted  his  real  condition;— but,  there  is 
a  consolatory  reflection,  that  the  course  of  treatment, 
pursued  in  bis  case,  whilst  in  the  Infirmary,  could  not 
have  been  more  appropriate  than  it  was,  even  if  the 
Physician  had  suspecte.l  the  actual  stale  of  his  brain. 

The  2d  death  that  took  place,  was  that  of  Z 

S ,  aged  i7  years.  He  was  admitted  into  the  House, 

December  31,  1833,  and  attacked  May  22d,  1834,  with 
symptoms  of  chill  and  lever,  attended  with  head-ache, 
sick-stomach,  &c.,  which,  obstinately  continued,  in 
spite  of  two  applications  of  cups  to  the  head;  two 
leechings  to  the  temples;  one  bleeding  from  the  .irni; 
active  purging;  blistering  the  scidp,  neck,  &c.  and  the 
free  use  of  Calomel.  He  lived  for  21  days,  evincing 
the  most  marked  symptoms  of  a  cerebral  affection,  and 
expired  on  the  13th  of  June,  1834.  His  head  was 
opened  after  death,  and  the  great  cavities  of  the  brain 


were  found  distexded,  with  several  ounces  of  .serous  ef- 
fusion, the'  termination  of  the  previous  inflammation; 
and  the  central  portion  of  the  cerebrum,  was  much 
softened.  This  patient  was  placed  under  the  most  ac- 
tive course  of  treatment,  from  the  very  commencement 
of  bis  case,  for  Inflammation  of  the  Brain;  and  was  sed- 
uously  attended,  both  by  llie  Physician  and  Nurse — af- 
forded every  attention, and  convenience,that  could  have 
been  desired,  under  any  circumstances,  yet  it  bafiied 
all  attempts  to  arrest  its  progress,  and  terminated  in  21, 
days — having  received  33  visits  during  that  period. 

/— — W ,  aged  16   years,    was   the  3d  case  that 

died, — he  canie  into  the  Refuge,  March  3d,  1829.  It 
appears  from  the  Medical  Record,  that  on  June 
16th,  183 1,  he  complained  of  pain  in  the  head,  sick- 
stomach,  and  sore  throat;  for  whxh  he  was  put  under 
treatment,  and  speedily  relieved.  His  general  health, 
previously  to  this  attack,  was  very  delicate,  and  he 
now  continued  to  complain  of  great  debility,  and  de- 
pression of  spirits,  for  which,  he  was  retained  in  the 
Infirmary,  under  the  eye  of  the  .Medical  attendant. — 
On  the  24th,  he  was  seized  with  obstinate  vomiting  of 
bile,  in  large  quantities,  but  this  was  soon  allayed,  and 
for  3  days,  he  was  comfortable,  and  gave  hopes  of  a 
speedy  recovery;  but,  on  the  27lli  inst.  he  relapsed, 
and  exhibited  great  prostration,  from  excessive  vomit- 
ing and  purging.  His  condition  varied  for  several  days, 
but  he  ultimately  yielded  to  the  force  of  his  disease,  and 
expired  July  2d,  1834,  after  an  illness  of  16  d.ays.  As 
his  disease  was  one  of  ordinary  occuri-ence,  during  the 
summer  months,  without  any  peculiarity,  and  the  wea- 
ther being  excessively  hot,  he  was  removed  from  the 
House,  by  his  friend?,  without  an  examination  being 
made. 

IV D was  the  4th  case  which  proved  fat:^!. 

lie  was  admitted  February  8th,  1831,  and  was  aged  8 
years,  at  the  period  of  liis  attack.  The  Medical  Record 
states,  that  on  the  19th  of  July,  1834,  he  had  expe- 
rienced a  slight  spasmodic  affection  in  his  legs,  for  the 
two  previous  nights,  accompanied  with  slight  bowel 
complaint.  For  these  symptoms,  he  was  ordered  medi- 
cine, and  to  be  carefully  watched,  though  he  pursued 
his  usual  occupations.  On  the  20th  inst.  he  felt  pretty 
well,  and  was  free  from  sick-stomach  and  diarrhoea; 
but,  towards  morning,  on  the  21st,  he  was  suddenly  at- 
tacked, fby  his  own  account,)  with  violent  vomiting 
and  purging,  and  when  discovered,  by  the  watchman 
and  door-keepei!,  he  was  carried  from  his  dormitory 
Into  the  Infirmary,  In  a  very  cold  and  prostrated  condi- 
tion. Every  means  were  immediately  employed,  to 
arrest  the  purging,  and  to  produce  reaction  in  the  sysn 
tem,  but,  without  much  success.  The  Phy.sician  in 
attendance,  saw  him  at  an  early  hour,  and  recognised 
in  his  case,  all  the  pecidiar  characteristics  of  the  Asiatic 
Cholera.  He  died  at  7  in  the  evening— 15  hours  from 
the  time  he  was  first  seized  In  this  case,  remedies 
were  unremittingly  employed;  three  or  fpur  assistants^ 
besides  the  regular  nyrse,  were  constantly  at  his  bed- 
side; and  the  Physician  devoted  most  of  the  day  to  hia 
service,  but  all  in  vain.  This  was  the  first,  and  only 
case  of  tlie  Asiatic  Cholera,  which  has  ever  appeared 
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ID  this  Institution;  although  much  of  the  premonitory 
disease  prevailed,  especially  during  the  summer  of 
ISS'i;  but,  by  instituting  a  well  regulated  diet;  free 
ventilation;  purification  of  the  halls  and  dormitories;  in 
connection  with  close  patching,  and  promp  treatment, 
the  inmates  escaped  from  that  pestilence,  which  swept 
oflf  so  many  victims,  from  almost  every  other  institution 
in  our  city. 

M J F ,  the  5th  case,was  aged  15  years, 

and  was  received  into  the  House,  May  28,  1832.  She 
was  seized  with  Intermittent  fever,  July  21,  18j4,which 
in  a  ftw  days  assumed  the  Uemittent  form,  accomp.v 
nied  with  severe  pneumonic  symptoms.  These  yielded 
to  bleeding  from  the  arm,  cupping,  and  blistering,  and 
she  continued  to  improve  until  the  25th  iiist.  when  she 
manifested  decided  cerebral  symptoms,  attended  with 
great  excitement.  Her  head  was  shaved,  and  cups 
freely  applied,  followed  by  cold  applications,  and  ac- 
tive purgation,  but  without  much  relief.  The  cups 
were  re-applied  to  the  temples  and  neck,  followed  by 


Abscesses  in  the  right  lobe  of  tJ.e  left  lung;  adhesion  ol 
the  Pericardium  of  the  Heart;  the  outsiile  of  the  Pericar- 
dium,presenting  tuberclcs,communicating  with  the  sub- 
stance of  the  left  ventricle;  mucous  surface  of  stomach, 
and  small  intestines  inflamed  and  thickened;  large  in- 
testines ulcerated,  and  Liver  enlarged. 

It  therefore  appears,  from  an  analysis  of  these  cases, 
that  they  present  nothing  in  their  nature  or  history, 
that  can  be  ascribed,  as  peculiar  to  the  House  of  Ref- 
uge; neither  can  they  be  traced  to  any  cause,  by  which, 
it  would  be  made  manifest,  that  their  confinement  in 
this  institution,  or  its  discipline  could  have  had  in  any 
possible  way,  a  peculiar  agency,  ehrectly,  or  indirectly, 
in  producing  them,  distinct  from  the  universal  liability 
to  disease  which  prevails  at  all  times,  and  under  all 
circumstances.  On  the  contrary,  we  know  of  no  simi- 
lar Institution,  in  which,  there  is  a  greater  degree  of 
parental  kindness  exercised,  and  uniform  attention 
paid,  to  the  various  complaints,  and  wants  of  its  inmates; 
and  we  should  be  doing  injustice   to  our  own  feelings. 


ice  to  the  scalp;  Calomel  purges,  and  other  remedies  •  if  we  neglected,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  express 
with  apparent  relief;  but  this  was  temporary:  and  soon  1  our  thanks  to  the  Executive  Board,  and  to  those  who 
after,  there  was  a  renewal  of  the  cerebral  symptoms,  have  the  more  immediate  charge  of  the  House,  for  the 
which  required  a  renewed  applicatlou  of  the  means  uniform  readiness  which  has  been  exhibited,  to  carry 
just  enumeiated,  with  the  addition  of  the  free  use  of  into  eflTect.all  suggestions  heretofore  made  by  us,for  the 
Calomel  internally,  as  well  as  external  frictions  to  va- 1  promotion  of  the  health,  comfort,  and  convenience  of 
rious  surfaces  of  her  body,  with  the  hope  of  bringing  i  those,  over  whom,  we  have  been  called,  to  exercise  a 
her  under  the  Mercurial  influence;  but  in  this  we  failed,  !  professional  care.  J.  MARSHALL  PAUL, 

and  her   case  progressed  to  a  fatal  termination  on  the  ]  WILSON  JEWELL, 

16th  of  August,  1834,  in  spile  of  active  treatment,  and  I 


faithful  nui 


Mlg. 


The  ( 


nination  after  death,  exhib- 


THOMAS  F.   ASH, 
E.   F.    KIVINUS. 


ited  great  disease  of  that  portion  of  the  brain,  called  | 
Cerebellum,  it  being  much  softened  in  its  texture;  at  : 
the  base  of  the  brain,  near  the  Medulla  Oblongata,  4  ! 
to  6  ounces  of  effused  fluid  were  found,— the  conse- j 
quence  of  the  previous  inflammation  in  that  part.  She  j 
received  26  visits,  and  was  ill  16  days.  j 

C E ,  aged  13  years,  was  the  6lh  fatal  case,  \  Ralzamon 

and  committed  on  the  9th  of  September,  1834.  She  j 
was  a  poor,   miserable,    sickly,   broken  down   child,         I"  t'le  r 

ed  with  hi 


From  the  N.  Y.  Courier  and  Enquirer. 
IMPORTANT  TO   TRAVELLERS. 

SUPEBIOB  CoTJBT,  ? 

April  20.      5 
Before  Judge  Hoffman. 
Iknap,  vs.  The  Camden  Rail  Road  Trans- 
portation Company, 
th  of  August,  1833,  the  plaintlflTproceed- 


snatched   fro 
vice,  in  Ship 


,  ^  ,        ,       r  .   e 1  1  ea  wun  nis  Duesraere  to  the  oflice  of  he  defendants,and 

erv  lowest  haunts  ot  iniamy  and    ,    .       ,       ,  .  ' .     ■         .  ,      .■.  ,      .  .,    .   ,        u 

'  J  beuig  too  late  to  depart  by  the  steamboat  that  day,  he 

street,  and  removed  to  the  House  of,  j^ft  h\s  trunks  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  Bliven,  a  clerk  in 
Hefuge,  as  it  appeared,  soon  to  die.  She  appeared  ex- 1  the  office,  requesting  him  to  lock  them  up.  This  the 
ceedingly  dull  and  stupid,    and  had  been   liable,  from  j  clerk  promised  to  do.     The  plaintiff  called  again  in  the 

,   ,     ^,     .    ^   ,.  ,       .  .  „,      evening,  and  found  the  bagsraee  misslnsr;  and  it  has  not 

her  own  account,  to  fits,  but  did  not  experience  any  at-      .         ,<"  ,       —.f""  °  .    "  [■ 

uer  uw  11  ji,i,uuiii,  lu  11  a,  1  J  smce  been  recovered.     The  present  action  was  tore- 

tack  from  the  time  she  came  in,  until  the   7tli  of  Octo-    jo,.^,,  its  value. 

ber,  when  she  was  affected  in  the  presence   of  the  at- 1      The   points  of  defence  were,  first,  that  a  printed  no- 
tending    Physician,  with  an   epileptic  convulsion;  she  !  tice  was  exhibhed  in  the  office,  statinR  that  all  baggage 
..    .        „         „        ,  ,     ,  ,    .  .,1  was   transported  thence  at  the  risk  of  the  owners;  se- 

survived  it  but  for  a  few  days,  and  then    sank  beneath    ^^^^„y_  j,,^,,  „^^    ^,^,.^  1,^^  ^^  ^.^,^j  ^^  ^^^^  ^  ^p^^,^, 

its  influence,  on  the  10th  inst.  The  Physician  satisfied  [  cimtract  for  its  security;  and  tliirdly,  that  no  considera- 
perfectly,  as  to  the  nature  of  her  disease,  and  the  body  j  tion  had  been  paid  for  the  responsibility,  if  any,  which 
becoming  very   soon   offensive,  did   not  see  proper  to  I  was  incurred  ,,,...,.„  ... 

^        ■>  .       .  It  was  contended,  in  reply  to  this,  that  the  notice  in 

make  a  post  mortem  examination.  ,^g  ^j^^.^  ^^.^^  voluntarily  w'iihdrawn  by  this  special  un- 

M A D ,  aged  12  years,   was  the  last  and  [  dertaking;  that  the  clerk  being  an  acting  agent  for  the 

7th  fatal  case.     She  w.as  committed  to  the  Refuge,  No-  i  defendants,  they  were  responsible  for  his  acts;  and  that 
vember  10th,  1834,  in  a  verv  precarious  state  of  health,  '  the  consideration  for  this  special  contract   was  the  fare 
'  '  •   '  i  which  the  plaintiff  w^ould  have  paid  for  the  transporta- 

apparently  labouring  under  confirmed  Tubercular  Con-  ,  ^■^^  „f  1,,^  f^^-^y  a„j  j^elr  baggage,  had  not  the  latter 
sumption.      Slie  was  placed  in  the  Infirmary,    and  put  '  been  lost. 

dlcal  care,  November  17th,  but  without  bene-  |      ''lie  Judge  charged  that   if  the  jury  believed  Mr. 


nnde 


fit,   and    rapidly  declined,   and  expired  December  2 

1834.  The  body  was  examined,  and  the  following  moi-  |  ,i,ied  to  their'verdict.     The  jury  retired  for  a  few 

\)\d  appearances  were  found,  viz: — various  Tubercular    utcs,  and  returned  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  in  ^300, 


Bhven  to  have  been  the  agent  of  the  defendants  when 
I  he  made  the  promise  to  the  plaintiff,  the  latter  was  en- 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER. 

Extract  f)om  the  Meteorological  Register,  taken  at  the  State  Capital — Harrisburg,  Pennsylvan 

Bt  James  Wright,  Librarian. 

SEPTEMBER,   1834. 
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Continued  from  page  267. 
Letter  of  Ur.  Lieber. 

PniLiDELPHiA,  Jan.  22,  1835. 
Dear  Sir, 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  that  I  should  re- 
duce to  writing  several  views  on  our  penitentiary  sys- 
tem, -which  I  had  slated  in  conversation,  I  intend  briefly 
to  give  my  opinion  upon  some  prominent  pciints  relat- 
ing to  this  important  subject.  I  am  obliged  to  write  in 
a  hurry,  and  1  trust  you  will  excuse  all  deficiencies  in 
the  externals  of  the  following  remarks. 

My  views  respecting  the  great  and  essential  advanta- 
ges of  the  Penn.sylvania  penitentiary  system  over  tjie 
Auburn  system,  and  its  moral  operation  have  been  fully 
slated  in  ihe  introduction  and  appendix  to  my  transla 
tion  of  the  work  on  the  penitenliarj'  system  in  the 


United  States  by  Messrs.  De  Beaumont  and  De 
Tocqueville.  1  have  had  no  reason  to  change  my  opin- 
ion, as  given  there;  on  the  contrary,  each  farther  obser- 
vation and  continued  inquiry  into  the  practical  opera- 
lion  of  our  system,  have  confirmed  my  views,  and  more 
strongly  convinced  me  of  its  excellence.  I  may  there- 
fore be  permitted  to  refer  you  to  that  work;  I  am 
unable  to  express  my  views  belter  than  I  have  done  in 
that  book. 

I.  The  principle  of  the  Pennsylvania  system  is  soli- 
tude with  tabor..  Solitude  is  as  necessary  as  labor;  lubor 
as  indispensable  as  solitude.  Solitude  is  necess.ary  for 
five  reasons. 

1.  It  prevents  contamination,  and  affords  an   assur- 
ance that  the  convict,  at  any  rate,   does  not  leave   the 
)n  worse   and  more  hardened    than  when  he  en- 
tered. 

It  forces,  more   than  any  other  means,  to  reflect. 
Solitude  is  a  most  powerful   moral  medicine;  and  y«t 
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powerPdl  without  being  cruel.  Most  criminals  have 
become  such  from  thoughtlessness:  make  them  reflec- 
tive, and  }  ou  have  gained  a  very  great  point. 

3.  It  prevents  the  convict  from  being  known  by  his 
fellow  prisoners  and  thus  gives  him  a  far  greater 
chance  of  living  honestly  i.fler  tte  expiration  of  his  im- 
prisonment than  any  other  system. 

4.  It  afibrds  a  kind  of  punishment  which,  though  of 
a  stern  character,  as  it  ought  to  be,  avoids  all  excite- 
ment in  the  criminal,  and  does  not  irritate  anew  him 
who  considers  himself  already  at  war  with  society.  In- 
stead of  generating  in  hm  aildilional  hatred,  it  forms 
rather  a  transition  from  a  life  of  crime  and  vice  to  that 
of  sobriety  and  honesty.  In  short,  it  is  no  infliction  of 
punishment,  but  rather  a  pn'ra/ion  of  comforts. 

5.  It  does  not  deaden  the  mor.d  feelings  of  the  convict 
still  more,  either  by  his  findmg  himself  in  a  degraded 
company,  or  by  the  infliction  of  corporal  punishment, 
without  which  our  system  can  do. 

II.  Labor  is  necessary,  with  regard  to  the  convict, 
for  three  reasons; — 

1.  It  calms  the  mind  of  a  convict — it  assuages.  The 
wonderful  effect  of  labor  and  activity,  so  great  with  all 
men,  is  not  less  so  with  a  convict.  The  testimony  of  a 
French  piison  keeper,  given  in  my  introduction,  men- 
tioned above,  is  very  interesting  and  correct. 

2.»lt  makes  solitary  confinement  physically  and  mor- 
ally possible.  Without  it,  solitude  is  cruelty,  and  would 
lead  to  AroorffH^  instead  of  rp/?fc/i'no-;  would  drive  the 
convict  to  a  bitter  feeling  of  revenge,  not  to  reconcilia- 
tion with  society. 

3.  It  gives  to  the  convict  the  means  of  living  honestly 
alter  liberty  has  been  restored  to  him,  and  prevents  him 
in  many  cases  from  recommencing  that  life  which  is  so 
injurious  to  society. 

III.  Without  labor,  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  con 
vict  to  give  any  degree  of  steadiness  to  his  thoughts 
imagination  would  invariably  overpower  reflection,  and 
a  wild  slate  of  the  mind,  whether  cojisisting  in  actual 
insan  ty,  medically  so  called,  or  not,  must  be  the  natur- 
al and  unavoidable  consequence,  according  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  human  mind.  Man  was  not  made  to 
be  Without  labor,  especially  not  in  solitude.  Vice  and 
vicious  desires  are  the  necessary  consequence  of  idle- 
ness, and  particularly  of  absolute  idleness  with  a  convict. 
Even  those  who  have  no  practical  knowledge  of  crimi- 
nals, can  easily  imagine  to  what  state  of  mind,  and  how 
great  a  demoralization  with  most  convicts,  absolute  soli- 
tude without  labor  must  lead.  What  shall  a  convict  do? 
Read?  He  who  has  not  been  imprisoned,  does  not 
know  how  difficult  it  is,  even  for  a  cultivated  mind,  to 
read  the  whole  day:  how  much  more  difficult,  then, 
must  it  not  be  with  convicts,  who  generally  belung  to 
the  least  educated  classes?  I  repeat  it,  labor  is,  both  in 
a  moral  and  physical  view,  (not  to  speak  of  the  econo- 
mical,) as  necessary  as  solitude;  ami  the  latter  without 
the  former,  (except  by  way  of  additional  punishment 
for  trespasses  ivit/iin  the  prison  walls,)  would  be  both 
cruelty  and  the  most  injudicious  plan,  because  it  would 
return  the  convict  upon  society  as  an  incensed  felon, 
panting  for  revenge. 

IV.  A  great  excitement  exists  at  present  in  vfirious 
parts  of  our  Union,  against  labor  in  the  prisons.  I  do 
not  consider  this  the  place  to  investigate  the  matter 
thoroughly;  1  only  will  state  that  all  arguments  which 
have  as  yet  been  brought  forward  against  it,  seem  to  be 
futile,  that  more  or  less  labor  has  always  existed  in 
prisons,  and  that  a  penitentiary  system  without  labor  is 
a  contradiction  in  itself.  I  allow  that  care  ought  to  be 
taken  that  the  prisons,  or  in  other  words,  the  State  does 
not  sell  the  goods  manuf<ctured  in  the  penitentiaries 
for  less  than  a  fair  market  price.  In  discussions  of  this 
kind  the  immense  fj;/)enie  which  a  criminal  causes  to 
the  community  is  hardly  ever  taken  into  consideration. 
Not  only  that  the  courts,  police,  &c.,  must  be  paid  for 
him,  but  the  actual  loss  of  property  caused  by  all  crimes 
against  property  is  incalculable;  and  we  ought  not  to 


allow  ourselves  to  be  guided  by  minor  interests,  when 
the  question  is  whether  an  individual  shall  return  to 
society  with  the  means  of  providing  for  an  honest  life, 
i.r  as  the  old  obnoxious  being  of  prey.  1  he  considera- 
tion lately  stated  by  a  gentleman  in  very  high  authority, 
that,  perhaps  it  is  wrong  to  make  of  the  convicts  me- 
chanics, :ind  thus  to  send  them  all  on  their  leaving  the 
penitentiary,  to  one  class,  and  thereby  to  endanger  the 
morals  of  this  class,  seems  to  me  unfounded.  First, 
what  class  do  the  mechanics  form?  I  do  not  know  the 
mechanics  as  a  separate  class;  they  are  citizens  as  the 
farmers  are,  and  have  morally  no  interest  of  their  own. 
Is  it  desirable  that  .i  criminal  should,  if  pi.ssible,  change 
his  life,  or  not?  If  not,  then  let  us  abandon  all  punish- 
ment; if  however  it  is  desirable  that  the  convict  should 
reform,  then  let  us  give  the  means  of  being  honest  to 
him,  to  whom  they  have  been  denied  but  too  often,  not 
by  his  own  guilt.  But  wherever  the  released  convict 
may  turn,  the  same  objection  can  be  made;  if  we  do 
not  teach  him  a  trade,  he  must  become  porter,  day 
laborer,  work  on  a  farm,  )kc.,  should  he,  which  is  not 
probable,  resolve  to  live  honestly  without  having  learn- 
ed some  trade.  It  is,  therefore,  in  myopinion  not  wise 
when  some  writers  fiave  praised  this  excitement,  as 
showing  a  lively  moral  sensibility  in  the  Mechanics,  who 
do  not  wish  to,see  their  trade  degraded,  by  the  instruc- 
tion of  criminals  in  it.  As  if  honesty  iisell  were  degrad- 
ed, because  the  convicts  are  taught  to  be  honest;  or  is 
the  Bible  of  the  honest  part  of  the  community  insultedy 
because  the  same  Bible  is  given  into  the  hands  of  con- 
victs? The  convicts  breathe,  eat,  sleep;  are  all  these 
actions  hencefoith  degraded? 

V-  Since  solitude  is  so  essential  a  feature  in  our  peni- 
tentiary system,  it  would  be  well  perhaps  to  define 
more  clearly  what  "solitary  confinement  at  labor,  in  a 
cell  or  wnrk-yard"  is  meant  to  be.  Is  a  convict  «ho 
works  as  baker  alone  at  his  oven,  within  the  prison 
walls,  in  solitary  confinement  or  not?  As  a  general 
rule  solitude  within  the  cell  and  yard,  ought  certainly 
to  be  as  little  as  possible  interrupted.  But  economical 
considerations  may  sometimes  be  very  powerful;  and  it 
might  be  permitted  in  such  cases,  to  put  one  or  two 
convicts  to  work  out  of  their  cells.yet  they  never  ought 
to  see  each  other,  nor  ought  they  to  be  placed  together 
with  other  people,  or  where  they  can  be  seen  by  any 
one  except  the  prison  officers.  I  would  always 
advise  to  keep  solitude  uninterrupted  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. 

VI.  The  whip  is  unknown  in  our  penitentiary;  it 
would  little  accord  with  our  system  which  strives  to 
avoid  every  degrading  punishment,  as  well  as  every 
exciting  one.  How  then  is  obedience  to  be  exacted? 
for  no  penitentiary  system  can  exist  without  the  power 
of  exacting  obedience,  as  also  the  reform  of  a  convict 
must  begin  with  obedience  to  the  laws.  In  the  Auburn 
system,  the  whip  is  the  final  means  of  exacting  instant 
obedience.  Our  system  does  not  acknowledge  it; 
what  other  ad.  quate  means  have  we?  I  know  of  none  ' 
which  is  so  just  and  humane  as  privation  of  fnod  until 
the  convict  has  complied  with  what  is  expected  from 
him.  He  has  it  in  his  power  instantly  to  remove  the 
pain,  and  nothing  but  what  the  mildest  laws  command 
is  expected  from  him-  In  these  cases  it  ought  to  be 
clearly  understood  that  the  removal  of  the  pain  cannot 
be  effected  by  any  other  means  but  by  compliance 
with  the  rules.  "It  is  the  first  of  all  things,"  said  an 
experienced  superintendant  of  a  penitentiary  in  the 
State  of  New  York  to  me,  "to  impress  the  mind  of  the 
convict  with  the  conviction  that  he  must  obey  the 
rules."  It  cannot  be  objected  that  in  cases  of  extreme 
obstinacy,  when  privation  of  food  for  a  certain  time 
has  had  no  effect,  another  means  should  be  tried,  be- 
cause I  speak  of  extreme  cases  only  when  no  other 
means  have  cff'rct. 

VII-  To  give  an  instance.  Labor  is  almost  univer- 
sally liked  by  the  convicts  in  solitary  confinement,  so 
much  so,  that  nothing  is  more  common  than  their  asking 
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and  begging  for  light,  when  the  days  begin  to  be  short, 
and  lamps  are  not  yet  given  to  the  prisoners,  in  order 
to  work  by  candle  light.  But  sometimes  it  will  happen 
that  convicts  refuse  to  labor,  and  cannot  be  brought  to 
do  it  by  protracted  solitude  without  labor,  who  would 
prefer  indolence,  however  long  it  might  last.  If  in 
such  a  case  a  piece  of  work  is  given  to  the  refractory 
convict,  which  it  is  known  he  possesses  the  ability  to 
perform,  and  on  condition  that  no  food  will  be  given  to 
him  until  the  task  is  performed,  I  can  see  no  objection 
against  the  measure.  If  other  means  equally  effective 
and  n»ild  can  be  proposed,  let  them  be  examined,  but 
let  it  distinctly  be  understood,  that  compliance  with  the 
laws  will  and  must  be  exacted.  I  believe  there  is  no 
danger  that  a  convict  would  carry  his  obstinacy  to 
an  extent,  which  would  become  really  dangerous  to 
him. 

Vin.  There  are  others  willing  to  work,  but  not  as 
much  as  can  be  fairly  expected  from  the  most  moderate 
ability,  or  as  much  as  they  have  previously  performed; 
short  allowance  seems  in  such  cases  a  judicious  means; 
all  convicts  like  their  meals,  particularly  those  in  solita- 
ry confinement. 

Thatpart  of  the  act,  which  authorizes  the  inspectors 
"  to  make  such  rules  for  the  internal  government  of 
said  prison,  &c,"  ought  to  be  amended,  and  the  inspec- 
tors ought  to  be  enjoined  to  define  the  disciplinary 
means,  by  which  the  warden  may  punish  infringements 
of  the  rules  and  regulations,  such  as  disturbance  of 
silence,  insolence,  improper  language,  &c. 

IX.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  convict  will  disturb 
the  harmony  of  the  prison,  to  use  a  phrase  borrowed 
from  sea  langu.ige.  Silence  is  necessary  in  any  peni- 
tentiary system,  aTid  tliough  the  convicts  cannot  converse 
with  each  other  from  cell  to  cell,  a  violent  noise  would 
be  heard.  Ihe^  refractory  convict,  therefore,  ought  to 
be  removed  to  a  dark  and  distant  cell;  but  as  he  would 
disturb  the  necessary  silence  of  the  penitentiary,  and 
excite  the  curiosity  of  his  fellow  convicts,  while  being 
led  along  the  corridores,  it  wou'd  perhaps  be  well  to 
use  a  gag  for  the  short  time  that  he  passes  the  cells  of 
others;  this  would  not  last  longer  than  two  or  three 
minutes;  it  ought  always  to  be  done  .so  that  the  convict 
cannot  see  any  thing  while  he  is  led  along,  in  the 
same  way  as  when  he  is  first  led  to  his  cell;  he  may 
then  be  I'ettto  himself  in  the  dark  cell,  until  he  be- 
comes silent. 

X,  The  appointment  of  the  inspectors  is  an  important 
subject;  the  general  principles  to  be  toUowed  with  re- 
gard to  it  seem  to  me: 

1.  That  their  appointment  be  as  far  removed  from 
political  vacillations  as  possible,  and  proceed  from  as 
stable  an  authority  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done-  A 
penitentiary  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  parties; 
whoever  may  be  in  or  out,  the  laws  according  to  which 
the  criminal  has  been  sentenced,  and  which  stamps  a 
crime  as  such,  remain  immutable,  while  on  the  other 
hand  no  possible  good  can  be  expected  from  a  peniten- 
tiary system  which  is  subject  to  continual  changes;  for, 
though  the  system  rests  on  genei-al  and  firm  principles, 
its  being  put  into  practice  depends  nevertheless  consi- 
derably upon  the  individuality  of  the  warden.  The 
moral  and  religious  effect,  expected  from  the  system, 
depends  in  a  great  degree  upon  a  ti-eatm>  nt  of  the 
prisoners  which  can  be  only  gradually  developed,  and  j 
requires  time;  moreover,  there  is  not  all  the  good,  which  ( 
our  sy^tem  can  effect,  to  be  expected,  if  the  warden  is  j 
not  animated  by  that  philanthropic  zeal  which  prompts  j 
him  to  act  ami  assist  the  prisoners  beyond  the  pre- 
scril)cd  duty;  which  makes  him  consider  the  convicts 
as  unfortunate  men  placed  for  a  time  under  his  charge. 
Whatever  rules  the  Legislature  may  prescribe,  thai 
zeal  cannot  be  reduced  to  rules  nor  be  included  under 
any  prescribed  responsibility  of  the  warden,  bat  what 
man,  animated  by  such  a  noble  and  rare  zeal  would  be 
willing  to  be  appointed  as  warden,  had  he  no  e.\pecta- 


I  tion  that  he  would  be  left  in  his  place  as  long  as  he 
j  fulfils  faithfully  all  his  duties?  Rotation  is  practicable 
]  and  may  be  beneficial  in  various  branches;  it  is  against 
I  the  nature  of  the  subject  itself,  wherever  a  moral  plan 
of  education,  training,  &c.,  is  to  be  pursued.  If  rota- 
tion of  teachers  in  schools  would  inevitably  bring  their 
j  ruin,  it  would  still  more  counteract  all  the  beneficial 
I  results  expected  from  the  penitentiary  system.  We 
ought  never  to  forget  that  we  necessarily  defeat  the 
end  of  any  institution  by  subjecting  it  to  influence  en- 
tirely foreign  to  it.  On  the  other  hand,  a  politician 
would  be  a  pcior  warden  of  a  penitentiary;  more  than 
even  a  minister  he  ought  to  consider  himself  a  servant 
of  mankind  for  whom  no  parties  exist.  1  should  there- 
fore consider  the  appointment  of  inspectors  by  the  Le- 
gislature as  nugatory;  I  think  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  proper  persons  for  this  purpose. 

2.  That  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  persons 
should  be  appointed  as  inspectors  who  are  acquainted 
with  prison  discipline  or  for  so  long  a  time,  that  this 
knowledge  may  be  obtained,  and  the  fruits  of  it  may- 
yet  be  reaped  during  the  term  of  the  same  inspectors. 
Prison  discipline  is  not  like  a  number  of  other  subjects, 
easily  understood  by  a  clear  minded  individual  and 
according  to  sound,  general  principles  which  guide  Us 
in  other  respects.  Criminals  form  a  community  of  men, 
in  some  respects  much  more  like  the  honest  portion  of 
society,  than  most  people  suppose,  inothers"much  more 
different  from  any  other  community  than  is  generally 
believed.  A  criminal  is  an  inconsistent  being,  uniting- 
the  thoughtlessness  of  a  child  with  the  dissimulation  of 
vice,  folly  and  simplicity  with  cunning  and  experienced 
artfulness.  The  period  for  which  an  inspector  is  ap- 
pointed, therefore,  ought  rrot  to  be  too  short- 

3.  That  there  be  not  loo  great  a  number  of  inspec- 
tors. The  n-ature  of  a  penitenti.-iry  requires  that  the 
board  of  inspectors  must  not  become  a  debating  assembly, 
but  ought  to  be  an  acting  board.  Its  energy  must  not 
be  weakened.  The  present  number  of  inspectors 
strikes  me  as  sufficient. 

XI.  Official  visiters  are  necessary.  Those  whom  the 
law  appoints,  (act  of  April  23,  1S29,  art.  VII.)  ought 
to  be  official  visiters,  but  public  opinion  calls,  perhaps, 
for  official  visiters  of  another  kind;  so  that  the  public 
have  an  assurance,  that  the  system  established  by  law- 
is  faithfully  executed.  To  find  out  a  way  of  appointing 
a  body  of  men  for  this  purpoue,  is  more  difficult  than 
would  appear  at  first  glance;  for,  send  a  man  who  does 
not  know  any  thing  about  a  penitentiary  system,  into  a 
penitentiary  to  inquire  into  its  management,  what  will 
he  do.'  He  goes  to  the  convicts,  and  asks  them  how 
they  are  treated,  whether  they  have  to  complain  of 
anything,  &c. — a  mode  of  proceeding  by  which  very 
little  is  gained.  The  convicts  often  will  lie;  often, 
perhaps  uiTwillingly,  exaggerate;  make  themselves  the 
objects  of  pity;  sometimes  they  will  praise  the  keepers 
in  the  hope  of  gaining  something  by  it,  &.C.  In  short, 
if  the  testimony  of  the  criminal  is  woi-th  any  thing,  th.at 
of  the  warden,  a  wVto 'US  man,  is  worth  at  least  as  rauchv 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  the  convicts  ought  never  to  be 
heard,  but  the  law  provides  already  most  humanely 
for  this  point,  and  enjoins  the  inspectors  to  vi?lt  the 
cell  without  the  warden,  and  to  question  the  convicts. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  very  important  that  silence 
and  solitude  be  distui-bed  as  litile  as  possible;  and 
weighing  the  demands  of  all  parties,  I  would  propose, 
perhaps,  that  the  grand  jury  elect  from  among  them- 
selves a  body  of  three,  to  be  a  grand  jury  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inquiring  into  the  penitentiary  affairs.  A 
small  number,  moreover,  would  be  much  more  able  to 
examine  with  any  kind  of  accuiacy  than  a  body  of 
twelve  or  twenty  men. 

XII.  The  law  (art.  VII.  of  the  act  of  April  23,  1829) 
gives  the  sole  right  of  appointing  the  under  keepers  to 
the  warden,  and  the  power  of  discharging  them-, 
to  the  warden  and  the  board  of  Inspectors  concur-* 
rently. 
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An  establishment,  the  success  of  which  depends  so 
much  upon  the  fa  tliful  and  zealous  perforiii:ince  of  a 
iHimtxerof  duties  which  cannot  be  defined  nor  even 
demanded  by  law,  and  upon  the  unanimous  co-opera- 
tion  of  ah  the  official,  as  well  as  the  ready  assistance  of 
the  under  keepirs,  requires  also,  in  my  opinion,  that 
the  warden  should  be  the  sole  person  who  should  select 
his  assistants,  because,  in  a  penitentiary,  this  choice 
ouglH  to  be  made  partially  according  to  the  individuali- 
ty of  the  warden. 

A  &  B  may  be  two  equally  virtuous,  intelligent,  in- 
dustrious and  kind-hearted  men,  and  yet,  A  may  be 
unfit  to  be  tiiider-kecper  under  a  cei'tain  warden,  while 
B  may  be  the  very  individual  who  ought  to  be  selected. 
IFyou  entrust  to  a  warden  several  hundred  beings,  you 
may  easily  entrust  him  with  tiie  power  of  appninling 
his  under-keepers;  yet,  it  might  be  fair  thai  he  should 
exercise  this  power  with  the  consent  ot  the  inspecturs; 
bat  on  no  condition  whatever,  ought  the  inspectors  to 
have  the  power  of  forcing  an  under-keeper  upon  him. 
The  power  of  discharge  ought,  perhap?,  to  remain  as 
now  defined  by  law.  The  warden  has  to  live  wiih  his 
overseers,  as  in  a  family,  and  it  would  be  of  little  advan- 
tage, were  he  forced  to  retain  an  overseer  though  their 
individu;dities  do  not  suit  each  other. 

XIII.   The  law  ought  not  to  demand  duties  which  it 
is  a  bare  impossibility  to  perform.     Thus,    th 
April  23,    1829,    ait.   I,  demands  that  the 


my  remarks — that  one  of  the  most  experienced  wardens 
"fa  large  penitentiary,  declared  to  me,  that  he  had 
carefully  read  my  observations  on  the  pardoning  pow- 
er, and  that  he  fully  agreed  with  every  word,  both  as 
to  the  eHect  of  pardoning  in  general,  and  on  the  con- 
vict in  the  prison  in  particular.  On  February  G,  1818, 
an  ordinance  was  issued  in  France,  accoi-ding  to  which, 
Rooil  behaviour  entitles  aronvict  to  a  pardon,  by  slmrt- 
ening  the  time  of  imprisonment.  It  was  Mr.  de  la  Ville 
de  Mirmont,  Inspector  General  of  prisons,  who  induc- 
ed the  keeper  of  the  seals  to  cause  this  law  to  be  passed. 
In  a  woik  containing  observaiions  on  the  woi-k  of 
Messrs.  dc  Beaumont  and  de  Tocqueville,(Paris,1833,) 
Mr.  de  Mirmont,  after  having  made  a  number  of  sound 
reflections  on  subjects  of  pardon,  says: — "It  was  I  who 
persuaded  the  minister  to  cause  this  ordinance  of  1818, 
and  often  have  I  since  regretted  it."  A  strange  kind 
of  compassion  shows  itself  often  with  those  who  judge 
of  this  matter  by  mere  momentary  impressions;  it  leans 
all  on  one  side — toward  the  criminal;  and  compassion 
with  the  community,  upon  whom  an  unpimished  and 
unreformed  criminal  is  returned,  is  altogether  forgotten. 
Yet  it  is  but  a  poor  compassion  even  with  the  convict. 
11  is  hardening  him  in  vice  and  crime  still  more.  I 
have  no  doubt  whatever,  that  the  frequent  and  irregu- 
lar applications  of  pardoning,  have  essentially  lessened 
e  which  was  formerly,  and  always  ought  to 


the  moral  , .  .         _ 

rden  shall  j  be  attached  to  the  idea  of  crime,  and  are  one  of  the 
"see  every  prisoner  under  his  care,  at  least  once  in  causes  of  the  deplorable  frequency  of  crimes  of  an 
every  day,"  and  the  act  of  March  28,  1831,  sect.  1,  atrocious  character  in  our  country.  Could  nothing 
orders  four  hundred  more  cells  to  be  built-  The  [)eni-  be  done  to  regulate  somewhat  the  pardoning  power? 
tentiary  will  contain,  then,  about  six  hundred  cells —  These  are  briefly  my  views  on  some  important  points 
Now  suppose  that  two  minutes  is  the  average  time  of  |  belonging  to  penitentiary  disciphne  and   management 

the  warden's  visits.     Sometimes  more  would  not  be  re- '  ■   '  ...        ,   ,     .  .,         .   _, 

quisite  than  looking  into   the  cell  and  seeing  that  it  is 
kept  clean;  but  at  others,    tlie    visits   must   extend  to 


hich  we  touched  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you- 

I  am  with  great  respect, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
FRANCIS  LIEBER. 

To  the  honorable  Chables  B.  Penuose, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  inquiry  into 

the  affairs  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary. 

PniLADEiPHiA,  January  28,  1835. 
Mv  Dear  Sir, — Permit  me  to  send  you   a  few  addl- 


four,  six,  and  ten  minutes,  if  they  shall  be  of  any  use. 
Six  hundred  visits  of  two  minutes  each,  would  require 
twelve  hundred  minutes,  or  twenty  hours!  or  take  the 
average  time  but  one  minute,  which  is  certainly  the 
shortest,  it  would  require  ten  hours,  alone  for  these 
visits. 

XIV.  It  has  always  appeared  to  me,  that  the  Penn- 
8ylv.inia  penitentiary  system,  to  be  perfect,  would  re- 
quire a  school  masler,  appointed  to  teach  the  convicts 
reading  and  give  them  moral  lessons,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  warden  and  the  surperintendence  of  the  in-  .  .  u  .T  u  1,1  1  -  r  .  .- 
specters.  He  ought  to  be  required  by  law,  to  keep  '  "onal  remarks  to  what  I  had  the  pleasure  of  stating  to 
a  journal  of  what  he  has  daily  dor.e,  the  progress  of  the  ;  >«"  '"  "^Y  '■''st. 

convicts,  and  of  any  uncommon  occurrence.  I.   I  forgot  to   mention  a  fact  very   important  m  re- 

XV.  Books  are  indispensable  for  a  penitentiary  !  gard  to  the  number  of  Inspectors.  Formerly,  there 
system  on  our  plan:  they  are  now  collected  by  dona-  I  were  five  inspectors  in  the  New  York  Slate  prison, and 
tions;  the  law  might  do  something  for  this  important  i  it  was  found  necessary  to  reduce  even  this  number  to 
point.  three.     You  see  that   our  five   inspectors  are    not  too 

All  my  experience  has  shown  me,  that  it  is  not  advi-  small  a  number. 
sable  to  give  the  whole  Bible  into  the  hands  of  con-  •  jj  j  ought  to  h.ave  said,  that  a  law  might  be  passed 
victs.  The  Bible  contains  a  number  of  passages  which  j^at  the  grand  jury  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  should  elect 
the  perverted  mind  of  a  convict  turnsto  bad  account;  he  i  ^  committee  of  three  to  visit  the  penitentiary.  The  law 
will  often  delight  in  examples  held  up  in  tlie  Old  Tes- 1  ^f  i829,  permitted  the  grand  juries  of  the  courts  of  the 
tamant  for  abhorrence,  as  being  congenial   to   him.     I  |  ^jfy  j,|,(j  county  to  visit  the  penitentiary.     There  are  in 

one  ye.ar,  four  Quarter  Sessions,  four  Mayor's  Courts, 


•peak  here  from  facts  which  have  come  to  my  own  know- 
ledge.    It  would  be  highly  desirable  if  there  could  be 
made  for  the  prisoners: 
1-  Extracts  of  the  Bible. 

2.  A  catechism  of  civil  duties,  laws  and  government. 
A  history  of  the  United  States,  drawn  up  for  schools, 
would  always  form  an  excellent  work  for  convicts,  to- 
gether with  some  popular  works  on  natural  history.— 
The  latter  are  much  liked  by  the  convicts,  and  they 
give  wholesome  food  to  the  mind. 

I  cannot  dismiss  the  subject,  without  drawing  your 
attention  to  the  pardoning  power  as  now  used,  though 
the  subject  does  not  fiill,  perhaps,  witliin  the  immedi- 
ite  circle  of  your  inquiry.  I  have  given  my  views  on 
his  alarming  evil,  in  my  introduction  to  the  mentioned 

.ork,  on  page   29  and  seque.     Let  me  add — for  it  is    , t     .   i.        ,'  ,  ,-      c   a   »k»o^  tn 

nportant  to  me  to  bring  high  authority  in  support  of  |  legislation  is  defeated  by  pardons.     You  find  these  ta- 
'     Vol.  XV.  35 


and  one  Oyer  and  Terminer  held. 

Each  grand  jury  is  composed  of  twenty-three  indi- 
viduals, so  that  the  nine  grand  juries  of  one  year  are 
composed  of  two  hundred  and  seven  persons.  The  av- 
erage term  of  imprisonment  is  three  years;  hence  each 
prisoner  was  allowed  to  be  visited  by  six  hundred  and 
twenty-one  persons  by  way  of  grand  jury  visits,  during 
his  term!  You  see  how  just  it  was  to  abolish  a  law 
wh-ch  so  directly  counteracted  a  sjstem,  the  basis  of 
which  is  solitude. 

III.  If  you  read  my  translation  of  the  work  of  Messrs. 
Beaumont  and  Tocqueville,you  will  find  the  monstrous 
abuse  of  the  pardoning  power  shown  by  statistical  ta- 
bles, how  utterly  ever>  true  effort  of  penal  justice  and 
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bles,  calculations,  See.  respecting  pardon,  on  pac;e  233, 
and  scque.  By  faillier  inquiry,  1  tiave  found  that  those 
who  possess  this  privilege  of  pardoning^,  would  wish 
for  nolhinfif  more  than  a  limitation  of  it,  could  this  be 
effected  without  a  change  of  the  constitution.  It  is  a 
painful  prerogative,  which  as  long  as  it  exists  cor.slitu- 
tionally,  cinnot  be  but  misapplied  in  many  casis.  It 
is  impossible  that  an  individujl  so  accessible  to  every 
citizen  as  a  Governor  of  one  of  our  states,  can  v/ith- 
stand  the  coninued  and  pressing  applications  for  par- 
dons. The  interest  of  ihe  G.>ve.'nors  tlierefore,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  communiiy,  c.dl,  for  a  regulation  of  tliis 
arbitrary,  obnoxious  and  ruinous  prerogative,  for  if 
pardons  continue  to  be  so  frequently  and  arbitrarily  ap- 
plied, if  criminals  con'inue  to  be  restored  to  the  level 
of  honest  citizens,  by  a  mere  arbitiary  act,  if  in  future, 
convicts,  who  haveno«  suffered  the  whole  punishment 
which  the  law  awards,  siiaU  have  a  great  advantage 
over  those  convicts  wlio  ham  suffered  the  whole  pen- 
alty, and  be  restored  to  their  honor,  which  the  'atter 
are  not,  as  is  now  the  case,  the  mor.d  sense  of  the  com- 
munity must  severely  sutler,  because  arbitrary  measures 
take  the  place  of  tliose  which  the  community  ought  to 
ponsider  as  the  necessary  and  infallible  consequence  of 
crime.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  general  moral 
sense  of  a  community  must  sufler,if  a  murderer  is  restor- 
ed to  all  rights  and  privileges  after  a  few  years  imprison- 
ment,  and  if  even  Aii  deed  was  not  capable  of  arresting 
the  arbitrary  or  casual  deciding  ol  the  gravest  question 
— -whether  a  man  shall  continue  to  be  imprisoned  or 
not. 

Theie  is  one  way,  it  seems  to  me,  which  might  be  at- 
tended with  great  use,  though,  I  willingly  admit  that  it 
is  by  no  means  all  I  should  like  to  see  done.  But  it  is 
perhaps  that  which  for  the  present  can  be  done.  Pass 
a  law  which  oliliges  the  Governor  to  advertise,  in  the 
comity  where  a  man  has  been  convicted,  that  he  intends  to 
pardon  such  a  person,  six  weeks  before  he  can  grant  the 
pardon-  At  present  the  law  is  extremely  unjust.  A 
man  is  convicted;  the -community  has  to  pay  for  his  tri- 
al, imprisonment,  &c  ,  and  has  suffered  by  his  crimes. 
He  is  imprisoned.  During  his  trial  the  cominunity  was 
represented,  but  as  soon  as  he  is  imprisoned  all  is  dark- 
ness; some  person  is  bribed,  he  gets  signatures  for  a 
petition  for  pardon — Often,  very  often  given,  merely 
to  get  rid  of  pestering  applications;  the  signatures  are 
carried  to  the  Governor,  and  he  again  often  grants  the 
pardon  to  get  rid  of  never  ceasing  applications,  and  the 
first  thing  the  community— highly  interested  in  the 
case — knows,  is  that  a  felon  has  been  returned  to  them. 
Many  criminals  indeed,  and  particularly  some  of  the 
worst  would  never  be  pardoned,  were  the  Governor 
obliged  to  make  known,  in  a  suitable  way,  his  inten- 
tion of  pardoning  a  person,  six  weeks  be'fore  it  is  to 
take  place;  the  poor  and  rich  would  stand  much  more 
on  a  par,  while  now  tlie  convict  witl\  respectable  and 
wealthy  relations  stands  a  much  better  chance,  than  the 
poor  or  homeless  convict,  and,  generally  speaking,  the 
former  deserves  far  less  his  pardon  than'the  latter.  Ihe 
pardoning  privilege  as  now  used,  is  one  of  the  most  un- 
just  things  in  existence,  from  whatever  side  yon  ra.ay 
view  it,  and  at  the  same  time  so  entirely  opposed  to  all 
our  political  and  social  principles,  so  heterogenous  to 
our  whole  s>stem,  that  it  is  surprizing  how  it  can  con- 
tinue. You  would  deserve  the  warmest  thanks  of  the 
community  if  you  were  to  bring  this  matter  before  the 
legislature;  a  law  as  I  have  proposed  would  soon  be 
imitated  by  other  st.ates,  and  a  new  period  for  penal 
justice  would  begin  in  our  country.  This  law  demands 
nothing  than  bare  justice,  and  indeed,  not  even  all  that 
bare  justice  can  demand. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANCIS  LIEBER. 
To  the  Honorable  CnAiiLrs  B.  Pexrose, 

Of  Ihe  Senate  of  Pennsylvania, 

■     Ilarrisburg. 


APPRENTICES'  LIBRARY  COMPANY. 

Annual  Report  of  The  Managers  of  the  Apprentices' 
Library  Company  of  Pliiladelphia.— Read  at  a  meet- 
ing <if  the  Company,  held  at  their  Rooms,  on  the  9th 
of  March,  1S35,  and  published  by  their  order. 
To  ihe  apprentices'  Library  Company- 
The  Board  of  Managers  respectfully  report: 

That  the  Institution  has  continued  during  the  past 
year,  to  realise  the  expectaliens,  and  promote  the  im- 
portant objects  of  its  founders,  six  hundred  and  thirty- 
tive  new  applicants  having  been  admitted  to  participate 
in  its  benefits,  and  the  general  good  deportment  of  the 
boys,  confirming  the  belief,  that  the  use  of  the  Libra- 
ry has  a  salutary  influence  in  forming  ordeilv  and  indus- 
trious habits.  The  number  of  boys  now  receiving  books 
is  904,  and  an  avetage  of  844  have  resorted  hither  for 
instruction  throughout  the  year.  One  hundred  and 
sixty-six  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Library 
since  last  report;  of  these  30  were  selected  from  do- 
nations, and  136  purch.ased;  and  290  volumes  have 
been  re-bound  Our  collection  now  consists  of  about 
9000  volumes,  and  presents  all  the  facilities  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  useful  and  ornamental  knowledge,  which 
are  usually  aff"orded  in  well  regulated  libraries.  The 
adiiitions  to  our  list  of  members  have  not  been  so  nu- 
merous, as  in  many  previous  years,  only  32  persons 
having  been  elected  since  the  last  annual  meeting  — 
The  1  reasurer's  account,  herewith  presented,  exhibits 
the  financial  transactions  of  the  year,  and  the  present 
fiscal  condition  of  the  Company.  To  this  department 
of  the  Institution  we  earnestly  invite  the  attention  of 
the  Contributors,  assuring  them  that  a  strong  personal 
co-operation,  on  their  part,  is  necessary,  to  preserve 
the  Library  in  the  high  rank  which  it  has  acquired  by 
years  of  ardent  devotion  to  the  cause  of  education. — 
The  embarrassing  difficidties  in  the  affairs  of  tke  Ches- 
apeake and  Delaware  Canal  Company  have  deprived 
us  of  a  large  portion  of  our  regular  income,  and  al- 
though the  investment  in  their  loans  is  considered  safe, 
the  deficiency  which  has  thus  been  made  in  our  re. 
sources,  must  be  met  either  by  sacrificing  a  portion  of 
the  permanejit  fund  of  the  Institution,  or  by  reviving  a 
wholesome  interest  in  its  affairs  in  the  hearts  of  our 
citizens.  Fifteen  years  of  active  usefulness,  and  ten 
thousand  individuals  who  have  here  had  the  great  book 
of  knowledge  thrown  open  for  their  perusal,  assert  its 
claims  for  healthy,  vigorous  and  enduring  life;  and  the 
Board  of  Managers  have  the  fullest  confidence,  that 
those  claims,  properiy  enforced  by  the  Contributors, 
will  be  met  by  our  community  with  liberality  and 
promptitude.  It  is  due  to  that  important  class  of  the 
community,  for  whose  special  benefit  the  Apprentices' 
Library  was  founded,  that  the  means  for  giving  instruc- 
tion, commensurate  with  the  claims  of  society,  and  of 
our  free  and  equal  institutions,  should  be  not  only  suf- 
ficient but  ample,  presenting  to  its  pupils  the  literary 
treasures  of  the  present  as  well  as  the  past  age.  In  its 
volumes  may  be  found  the  corrective  teachings  of  pa- 
rentiil  love  for  those  who  are  comparatively  friendless, 
and  a  salutary  antidote  for  the  seductive  and  dangerous 
approaches  of  sensual  pleasure.  Here  the  faculties  of 
the  mind  may  be  extensively  cultivated;  the  examples 
of  History  be  made  available,  for  the  active  perform- 
ance of  all  the  duties  of  private  and  public  life;  the 
vast  discoveries  in  science,  and  the  arts  seized  upon 
for  new  triumphs  in  the  physical  world,  and  man  be  fit- 
ted for  the  important  ends  of  his  creation.  Charged 
by  you  with  the  prosecution  of  the  designs  of  such  an 
institution,  and  about  to  surrender  our  deleg.ated  trust, 
we  have  felt  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  endeavour  to 
awaken  the  public  mind  from  the  lethargy  into  which 
it  has  fallen  in  regard  to  our  Association.  To  a  v.ast  pro- 
portion <if  the  pupils  of  our  public  schools,  the  bene- 
fits of  elementary  education  would  be  lost,  without  the 
sustaining  agency  of  well-conducted  libraries  and  read- 
ing rooms,  easily   accessible  to    apprentices  and  other 
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young  pei-sons.  Since  the  foundation  of  the  Appren- 
tices' Library,  several  other  valuable  institutions,  la- 
bouring with  us  in  the  good  cause,  have  been  establish- 
ed, and  are  now  well  conducted  and  prO'pcrous. — 
Giving  ihem  the  full  meed  uf  [iraise,  Cor  their  honora- 
ble efforts,  and  cheering  them  Oiiward,  we  invite  a 
share  of  the  public  favour  to  their  pioneer  and  most 
valuable  auxiliary,  assured  that  it  is  unly  necessary  to 
direct  that  munificent  liberality  for  which  this  ciiy  is 
proverbial,  towards  our  Institution,  to  secure  its  con- 
tinuance on  an  enlarged  and  enduring  capacity  (or  use- 
fuhiess- 

By  direction  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers. 

HEXUY  TROTH,  Chairman. 
Fbedehick  Fralet,  Sic'y. 

Philadelphia,  March  9,  1835. 


'•  The  Apprentices^  Library  Cumpuny  nf  PhiUdelph 
in  accuunt  with.    Hamittl  St//  rx.    Treasurer.      F 
March  lOth,  1834,  tu  March  9th,  1835. 
Dn. 
To  Balance,  g  89 

To    Cash   paid  sundry  orders  of  Board  of 

Managers:  — 
For  Kent  of  Library  Room, 
Salaries  ol  Librarians, 
Binding  Books, 
Room  Commiitee,  Sundries,  including 

Shelving,  &c. 
Book  Committee, 
Distributing  Notices  and  Report, 
Printing, 

Insurance  and  Stationary, 
Oil  for  Lamps, 
To  Balance  due  to  Com 


from  half  past  si.x  to  half  past  nine,  P.  M.,  and  (rom  1st 
of  September  to  1st  March,  frun  six  to  nine,  P.  M., 
and  on  every  Saturday,  from  four  lo  half  past  nine, 
P.  M. 


Fiom  the  Pennsylvauii  Reporter. 
House  of  lieprescnlntlrcs. 
GENERAL   EDUCATION— REMARKS  OF  MR. 

Sl'EVENS. 
Mr.  Speaker, — I  will  briefly  give  you  the  reasons 
why  I  shall  oppose  the  repeal  of  the  school  1  iw.  This 
law  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  with 
unexampled  unanimity,  but  one  member  of  this  house 
voting  against  it.  It  has  not  yel  come  into  oper.ition, 
and  none  of  its  effects  have  been  tested  by  experience 
in  Pennsylvania.  1  he  passage  of  such  a  law  is  enjoin- 
ed by  the  constitution;  and  has  been 
every  governor  since  ilsadoption.     Mud 


to  his  credi 


it  h  .s  been 


■mlv 


rged  by  the  present  executive  in 


II  his  annual  messages  dehverrd  at  the  opening  of  tin 
legisl.iture.  To  repeal  it  now,  before  its  practical 
effects  have  been  discovered,  would  argue  that  it  con- 
tained some   glaring  and    pernicious  defect;  and    that 


125  00  !  the  last  legisUture  acted 

291   00  \  'lelusion,  which  blinded  every 

41  58  I  terests  of  the  commonwealth. 
j  that  the  law  is  salutary,  useful 

8t  13    consequently,  the  last  legislatui 
236  24  I  *"<!  t**^  present  would  act  unv 


der  some   strong  and  fatal 


)f  them,  to  the  i 

will  attempt  to  show 

id  important;  and  that 

jcted  wisely  in  passing, 

isely   in  repealing  it. — 


.id  of  being  oppressive  to  the  people, 
18  88  j  I'ghtcn  their  burthens,  wliile  it  elevates   them   in  the 
33  02    sc"'e  "f  human  intellect. 


pany  can 


ed  do« 


S3  75  1 
73  04  1 


S  1.029  27  \ 


By  Cash  from  Members,  deducting  Commis- 

Donation  fiom  M.  C.  Ralston,  Ex- 
ecutor of  Jaies  Hemphill,  be- 
ing part  of  the  fund  at  the  di- 
posal  of  Executor,  100 

from  sundry  donations,  62 

of  Librarian  for  Cat;dogues  and 
Fines, 

of  Managers  for  fines  for  non-at- 
tendance. 

Dividends  of  Farmers  &  Mechanics 
Bank, 

Dividends  of  Bank  North  America, 

One  year's  Ground  Rent, 

of  Room  Committee,  Rent  of 
Room,  &c. 

Sale  one  share  Farmer's  and  Me- 
chanics Bank  Stock, 


Id  seem  to  be  humiliating  to  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity, in   the  nineteenth  century,    of  entering  into  a 
formal  argument  to  prove  the  utility,   and  to  tree  go- 
vernments, the  absolute  necessity  of  education.     More 
than  two  thous.nd  years  ago  the    Deity   who    presided 
over  intellectual  endowments,  ranked  highest  fur  dig- 
'  nitv,  chastity  and  virtue,  among  the  goilde^ses  worship- 
S544  10  '  P"^'!  t)}'  cultivated  pagans.      And  I    will   not   insult  this 
House'orour  ciMistituenls  by  supposing  any  course  of 
reasoning  necessary  to  convtncir  Ihein  of  its  higli  impor- 
i  tance.     Sucii  necessiiy  would  be  degrading  to  a  Chris- 
tian age  and  a  free  republic  ! 
!      If  tiien,  education  be  of  admitted  importance  to  the 
162  00  '  people  under  all  forms  of  go.einm-'nts;  and  of  unques- 
tioned ?(fcf6>v7i/  when  they  govern  themselves,  it  follows, 
88  44    of  consse,  that  its  cultivation  and  diffusioi  is  a  matter 
{  of  public  concern;  and  a  duty  which  every  government 
12  13    o«'es  to  its  people.     In  accordance  with  this  principle, 
I  the  ancient  republics,    who   were  most   renowned  for 
4  00  I  'heir  wisdom  and  success,  considered  every  child  born 
24  00  I  subject  to  their  control,  as  the  property  of  the  state,  so 
7S  00  I  f"^'"  »s   its  education   was  concerned;  an(l  during^lhe 

proper  period  of  i 
49  Qo  '''^  control  of  tbei 
I  diansliip  of  the  c 
'  structed  at  the  sar 
equality,  the  rich 
deemed  childr 


70  00 
S1.039  27 


By  Babnce,  brought  down,  $73  0 

SAMUEL  SELLERS,  Treasurer. 
Philadelphia,  March  9,  1835. 

The  subscribers  have  examined  the  above  account  c 
the  Treasurer,  compared  it  wiili  \he  vouchers,  an 
found  it  correct.  Balance  due  the  Company  as  above 
seventy-three  dollars  and  four  cents. 

HKNRY  TROTH. 
FKED.  FRALEY. 


The  Library  is  open  on  Mondays 
Fridays,  from  the  Ist   of  .NS.irch  to 


Wednesdays,  and 
1st  of   September,  i  that 


they  > 
■  parents,  and  pi  iced  under  the  guar- 
;  commonwealth.  There  all  were  in- 
same  school;  all  were  placed  on  perfect 
ich  and  the  poor  man's  sons,  for  all  were 
en  of  the  same  common  parent — of  the 
.  Indeed,  where  all  have  the  means  of 
knowledge  placed  witliin  their  reach,  and  meet  at  com- 
mon schools  on  equal  terms,  the  fjn 
seem  of  less  importance  to  Ihc  happii 
than  is  generally  supposed;  or  rather,  suc:i 
seldom  in  danger  of  havingiheir  li^-hls  inv; 
rulers.  Thev  would  not  long  be  invaded  with  impuni- 
tv.  Prussia.'  whose  form  of  government  is  absolute 
rnun  irchv  extends  the  blessing  of  tree  schools  into  eve- 
ry corneV  of  the  kingdom,— to  the  lowest  and  poorest 
of  the  peiiph\  Witii  a  popuKatlon  etiual  to  our  whole 
Union,  she  lias  ii-t  n^orc  thui  20,000  children  wiio  do 
not  enjov  its  a  Ivantages.  And  the  consequence  is, 
ithough  governed  by  an  absolute  mon- 


;  of  government 
^s  of  the  people 
uc'.i  a  people  are 
inva.'.edbv  their 
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arch,  enjoys  more  happiness  and  the  rights  of  the 
people  are  better  respected  than  in  any  other  govern- 
Bient  in  Europe. 

If  an  elective  republic  is  to  endure  for  any  gnat 
length  of  time,  every  elector  must  have  sufficient  infer 
mation,  not  only  to  accumulate  wcalih,  and  take  care 
of  his  pecuniary  concerns,  but  to  direct  «isely  the  le- 
gislatures, the  ambassadors,  and  the  executive  of  the 
nation — for  some  part  of  all  these  things,  home  agency 
in  approving  or  disapproving  of  them,  falls  to  every 
freeman.  If  then,  the  permanency  of  our  government 
depends  upon  such  knowledge,  it  is  the  duty  of  govern- 
ment 10  see  that  the  means  of  information  be  diffused 
to  every  citizen.  This  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  those 
who  deem  education  a  private  and  not  a  public  duty — 
who  argue  that  ihey  are  willing  to  educate  their  unin 
ehildren,  but  not  their  neighbor's  children 

But  while  but  few  are  found  ignorant  and  shameless 
enough  to  deny  the  advantages  of  general  education, 
many  are  alarmed  at  its  supposed  burthensume  opera- 
tion- A  little  jud  cious  reflection,  or  a  single  year's 
esperienee,  would  show  that  education,  under  the  free 
schoolsystem  will  cost  more  than  one  one-half  less,  and 
afford  better  and  more  permanent  inslruetion  than  the 
present  disgraceful  plan  pursned  by  Pennsylvania. — 
Take  a  township  of  six  miles  square  and  make  the  esti- 
mate— such  townships,  on  an  average,  will  contain 
about  200  children  to  be  schooled.  The  present  rate 
©f  tuition  generally  (in  the  country)  is  two  dollars  per 
quarter.  If  the  children  attend  school  two  quarters 
each  year,  such  township  would  pay  §800  per  annum. 
Take  the  free  school  sysiem — lay  the  township  off  inio 
districts  three  miles  square;  the  farthest  scholars  would 
then  have  one  mile  and  a  half  to  go,  which  would  not 
be  too  far.  It  would  require  four  schools.  These  will 
be  taught  I  presume,  as  m  other  stales,  three  months 
in  the  winter  by  male,  and  three  months  in  the  summer 
by  female  teachers;  gocd  male  teachers  can  be  had  at 
from  sixteen  to  eighteen  dollars  per  month  and  baard 
themselves;  females  at  nine  dollars  per  month — Take  | 
the  highest  price,    eighteen  dollars  for  three  monti 


would  be 

And  then  for  females  at  §9  far  three  months, 


Each  school  would  cost 
Jour  to  a  township 


is  to  keep  in  his  school  a  pauper  book,  and  register  the 
names  and  attendance  of  poor  scholars  Thus  pointing' 
out  and  recoiding  their  poverty  in  the  midst  of  their 
companions.  Sir,  hereditary  distinctions  of  rank  aie 
sufficiently  odious;  but  that  which  is  founded  on  pov- 
erty is  infinitely  more  so.  Such  a  law  should  be  enti- 
tled "  an  act  for  bramiing  and  marking  the  poor,  so 
that  they  may  be  known  from  the  rich  and  proud." — 
Many  complain  of  ih.s  tax,  not  to  much  on  account  of 
its  amount,  as  because  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  etliers  and 
not  themselves.  This  is  a  mistake,  li  \s  fvT  ihnr  own 
benefit,  inasmuch  as  it  perpetuates  the  government, 
and  ensures  the  due  administration  of  the  laws  under 
wh  ch  they  live,  and  by  which  their  hves  and  properly 
are  protected.  Vhy  do  they  not  urge  the  same  objec- 
tion against  all  other  taxes'  1  he  industrious,  thrit'ty, 
rich  farmer  pays  a  heavy  county  tax  tosupport  criminal 
courts,  build  jails,  and  pay  sheriffs  and  jail  keepers, 
and  yet  probably  he  never  has  and  never  will  have 
any  direct  personal  use  of  either.  He  never  gets  the 
worth  of  his  money  by  being  tried  for  a  crime  before 
the  court,  allowed  the  privilege  of  the  jail  on  convic- 
tion: or  receiving  an  equivalent  from  the  shei  iff  or  his 
hangman  officers!  He  cheerfully  pays  the  lax  whicU 
is  necessary  to  support  and  pimish  convicts;  but  loudly 
complains  of  that  wliich  goes  to  prevent  his  fellow  bein^ 
from  becoming  criminal,  and  to  obviate  the  necessity  of 
those  humiliating  institutions. 

This  law  is  often  objected  to,  because  its  benefits  are 
shared  by  the  children  of  t'le  profligate  spendthrift 
equally  with  those  of  the  most  industrious  and  economi- 
cal habits.  It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  the  bene- 
fit is  bestowed,  not  upon  the  erring  parents,  but  the 
innocent  children.  Cany  out  this  objection  and  you 
punish  children  for  the  crimes  or  misfortunes  of  their 
parents.  You  virtually  estabhsh  castes  and  grades 
ounded  on  no  merit  of  the  particular  generation,  but 
911  the  demerits  of  their  ancestors;  An  aristocracy  of  the 
nost  odious  and  insolent  kind — the  aristocracy  of  wealtli 
ind  pride. 
It  is  said  that  its  advantages  will  be  unjustly  and'une- 


§54  00  \  qiially  enjoyed,  because  the  mdustrious,  money-mafcing 
27  00!  nian  keeps  his  whole  family  fonjto)//y  employed,  and 

I  has  but  little  time  for  them  to  spend  at  school;  wlnle 

81  00  the  idle  man  has  but  little  employment  (or  his  family 
4        I  and  they  will   constantly  attend  school.      I    know  sir, 

that  there   are   some  men,   whose  whole  souls  are  so 

324  00  I  completely  absorbed   in  the  accumulation  of  wealth; 

and  whose  avarice  so  increases  with   success  that  they 

The  price  now  paid  for  the  same  is  800  00  |  look  upon  their  very  children  in  no  other  light  than  as 

Saving  for  each  township  of  six  miles  square^  ?476  00  i  instruments  of  gain — that  they,  as  well  as  the  ox  and 

per  annum.  I  the  ass  within  their  gates,  are  valuable  only  in  propor- 

If  the  instruction  of  200  scholars  will   save  by   the    lion  to  their  annual  earnings.     And  according   to  the 


free  school  law  $476,  the  500,000  children  in  Pennsy 
vania  will  save  1,150,000!     Very  few  men   are  aware 
of  the  immense  amount  of  money  which  the   present 
expensive  and  partial  mode  of  education  costs  the  peo- 
ple.    Pennsylvania  has  lialf  a  million  of  children,  who 
eitherdo,  or  ought  to  go  to  school  six   months  in  the 
year.     If  they  do  go,  at  two  dollars  per  quarter,   their 
schoohng  costs  two  millions  of  dollars  per  annum!     If 
they  do  not  go  when  they  are  able,  their  parents  deserve 
to  be  held  in  disgrace.     Where  they  are  unable,  if  th 
stale  does  not  furnish  the  means,  she  is  criminall 
ligent.     But  by  the  free  school 


of  education,  which  would  now  cost 
lars,  could  be  supplied  at  less  than  one-third  of 
amount.  The  amendment  which  is  now  proposed  as 
a  substitute  for  the  school  law  of  last  session,  is,  in  my 
opinion,  of  a  most  hateful  and  degrading  character-.  It 
ha  re-enactment  of  the  pauper  law  of  1809.  It  propos- 
es that  the  assessors  shall  take  a  census,  and  make  a 
-record  of  the  poor;  This  shall  be  revised,  and  a  new 
record  made  by  the  county  commissioners,  so  that  the 
names  of  those  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be  poor 
men's  children  shall  be  forever  preserved,  as  a  distinct 
siflSSjin  the  archives  of  the  county!     The  teachen,  too, 


present  system,  the  children  of  such  men  are  reduced 
almost  to  an  intellectual  level  with  their  co-laborers  of 
the  brute  creation.  This  law  will  be  of  vast  advantage 
to  the  offspring  of  such  misers.  If  they  are  compelled 
to  pay  tlieir  taxes  to  support  schools,  their  very  mean- 
ness will  induce  them  to  send  their  children  to  them  to 
get  the  worth  of  their  money.  Thus  it  will  extract 
good  out  of  the  very  penuiiousness  of  the  mi^er.  Surely 
a  system,  which  will  woyk  such  wonders,  ought  lo  be 
as  greedily  sought  for,  and  morq  highly  prized  than 
neg-  j  that  coveted  alchymy,  which  was  to  produce  gold  and 
of  the  blood  and  entrails  of  vipers,  lizards  and 


o  millions  of  del-    other  filthy  vermin  ! 

Why,  sir,  are  tlie  colleges  and  literary  institutions  of 
Pennsylvania  now,  and  ever  have  been,  in  a  languish- 
ing, sickly  condition-'  Why,  with  a  fertile  soil  and 
genial  climate,  h.isshe,  in  proportion  toherpopulation, 
scarcely  one-third  as  many  collegiate  students,  as  cold, 
barren.  New  England.'  The  answer  is  obvious — She 
has  no  free  schools.  Until  she  shall  have,  you  may  inr 
vain  endow  college  after  college,  they  will  never  be 
filled;  or  filled  only  by  stndents  from  other  states.  In 
New  England  free  schools  plant  the  seeds  and  the  de- 
sire of  knowledge  in  every  mind,  without  regard  to  the. 
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wealth  of  the  p.irent  or  the  texture  of  the  pupil's  gar 
tnents.  AVhcn  the  seed  thus  universally  sown,  happens 
to  fall  on  fertile  soil,  it  springs  up  and  is  fosteicd  by 
generous  public,  untl  it  proilucis  its  glorinus  fruit. 
Those  who  have  but  scanty  means  and  are  pursuing 
collegiate  education,  find  it  ntcess;iry  to  spend  a  portion 
of  the  year  in  teaching  CPinmon  schools;  thus  in  ] 
ingtlie  knowledge  which  tiny  acquire,  they  raise  the 
dignity  of  the  emplcyment  to  a  rank  which  it  shoul  ' 
alw.ays  hold,  honorabie  in  proportion  to  the  high  qual 
fications  ntce-sary  for  its  d  scliarge.  Thus  devoting 
portion  of  iheir  time  to  acquiring  the  means  of  siibsi 
tence,  industrious  habits  are  loiced  upcin  them,  and 
their  minds  and  bodies  become  disciplined  to  a  reg 
larily  and  energy  w  bich  is  seldom  the  lot  of  the  ric 
It  is  no  uncommon  occurrence  to  see  the  poor  mar 
son,  thus  encouraged  by  wise  legislation,  far  outsti 
and  bearofTthe  laurels  from  the  less  industrious  heirs  of 
wealth.  S(  me  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  present  and 
past  days  never  could  have  been  educated  e\cept  for 
that  benevolent  sysiem.  Not  to  mention  any  of  the 
living,  it  is  well  knuwn  that  that  architect  of  an  immor- 
tal  name,  who  "  plucked  the  lightnings  from  hca^  en, 
and  the  sceptre  from  tyrants,"  was  the  child  of  free 
schools.  Why  shall  Pennsylvania  now  repudiate  a 
system,  which  is  calculated  to  elevate  her  to  that  rank 
in  the  intellectual,  winch,  by  the  blessing  of  Providence, 
she  holds  in  the  natural  world?  To  be  the  key-stone  of 
the  aich,  the  "  very  first  among  her  equals  ?"  1  am 
aware,  sir,  how  difficult  it  is  for  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  who  have  never  seen  it  in  operation,  to  under- 
stand its  advantages.  But  is  it  not  wise  to  let  it  go  into 
full  operation,  and  learn  its  results  from  experience? 
Then  if  it  prove  useliss  or  burthensome,  how  easy  to 
repeal  it?  I  know  how  large  a  portion  of  the  community 
can  scarcely  feel  any  sympathy  with,  or  understand  the 
necessities  of  the  poor;  or  appreciate  the  exquisite 
feelings  which  they  enjoy  w  hen  they  see  their  children 
receiving  the  boon  of  education,  and  rising  in  mtel- 
lectual  superiority,  above  the  clogs  which  hereditary 
poverty  bad  cast  upon  them.  It  is  not  wonderful  that 
he  whose  lat  acres  have  descended  to  him  from  father 
to  son  in  unbroken  succession,  should  never  have  be- 
come familiar  with  misery,  and  therefore  should  never 
have  sought  for  the  surest  means  of  alleviating  it.  Sir, 
when  1  reflect  how  apt  hereditary  wealth,  hereditary 
influence,  and  peihaps  as  a  consequence  hereditary 
pride  are  to  close  the  avenues  and  steel  the  heart 
against  the  wants  and  the  rights  of  the  poor,  1  am 
induced  to  thank  my  Creator  for  having  from  early  life, 
bestowed  upon  me  the  blessing  of  poveriy.  Sir,  it  is  a 
blessing — for  if  there  be  any  human  sensation  more 
ethereal  and  divine  than  all  others,  it  is  that  which  feel- 
ingly sympathises  with  misfortune. 

But  we  are  told  that  this  law  is  unpopular;  that  the 
people  desire  its  repeal.  Has  it  not  always  been  so 
with  every  new  reform  in  the  condition  of  man?  Old 
habits,  and  old  prejudices  are  hard  to  he  removed  fiom 
the  mind.  Every  new  improvement,  which  has  been 
gradually  leading  man  from  the  savage  thmugh  the 
civilized  up  to  a  highly  cultivated  slate,  has  required 
the  most  s'renuous,  and  often  perilous  e.';<  rtions  cf  the 
wise  and  the  good.  But,  sir,  much  of  its  unpopularity 
is  chargeable  upon  the  vile  aits  of  unprincipled  dt  ma- 
gogues.  Instead  of  attempting  to  remove  the  hcnest 
misapprehensions  of  the  people,  they  cater  to  their 
prejudices,  and  take  advantage  of  them,  to  gain  low, 
dirty,  temporary,  local  triumphs.  I  do  not  charge  this 
on  any  particular  party.  Unfortunately,  almost  the 
only  spot  on  which  all  parties  meet  in  union,  is  this 
ground  of  common  infamy !  1  have  seen  the  present 
chief  magistrate  of  >his  commonwealth  violently  assail- 
ed as  the  projector  and  father  ol  this  law.  1  nm  not 
the  eulogist  of  that  gentleman;  he  has  been  guilty  of 
many  deep  political  sins.  But  he  deserves  the  undy- 
ing gratitude  of  the  people,  for  the  steady  untiring 
zeal,    which   he  has  manifested   in   favor  of  common 


schools.  I  will  not  say  that  his  exertions  in  that  cause 
have  covered  all,  but  they  have  atoned  for  many  of  his 
criors.  I  trust  that  the  people  of  this  state  will  never 
be  called  on  to  choose  between  a  supporter  and  an  op- 
poser  of  free  school".  But  if  it  should  come  to  that; 
if  that  should  be  made  the  turning  point  on  which  we 
areto  cast  our  suflVagcs;  if  the  opponent  ot  education 
were  my  nost  intimate  personal  and  political  IVimd; 
and  the  free  school  candidate  my  most  obnoxious  ene- 
my, I  should  deem  it  my  duty  as  a  patriot,  at  this  mo- 
ment of  our  intellectual  crisis,  to  forget  all  other  con- 
siderations, and  I  should  place  myself  unhesitatingly, 
and  cordially,  in  the  ranks  of  him,  whose  banner 
streams  in  light.  1  would  not  foster  nor  flatter  igno- 
i-ance,  to  gain  political  victories,  which  however  they 
might  profit  individirals,  must  prove  disastrous  to  our 
country.  Let  it  not  be  supposed  from  these  remarks, 
that  because  1  deem  this  a  paramount  object,  that  I 
think  less  highly  than  heretofore  of  those  great,  impor- 
tant cardinal  principles,  which  for  years  past  have  con- 
trolled my  political  action.  They  are,  and  ever  shall 
be,  deeply  chei-ished  in  my  inmost  heart.  But  I  must 
be  allowed  to  exercise  my  own  judgment  as  to  the  best 
means  of  effeciuating  that  and  every  other  object  which 
I  ihink  beneficial  to  the  community.  And  according  to 
flat  judgment,  the  light  of  general  information,  will 
as  surely  coirnteract  the  perniciows  influence  of  secret, 
caih-bound,  murderotrs  institutions,  as  the  sun  in  hea- 
ven dispels  the  darkness  and  damp  vapours  of  the 
night. 

It  is  said  that  some  gentlemen  here  owe  their  elec- 
tion to  Iheir  hostility  to  general  education.  Th.nt  it  was 
plared  distinctly  on  that  grjund,  and  that  o'hers  lost 
their  election  by  being  in  favor  of  it,  and  that  they  con- 
sented to  supercedetherregtrlaily  nomina'cd  candidates 
of  their  own  party,  who  had  voted  for  this  law — it  may 
be  so.  I  believe  that  two  highly  respectable  members 
of  the  last  1<  gislature,  from  Union  county,  who  voted 
for  the  school  law,  did  fail  of  re-election  on  that  ground 
only.  They  were  summoned  before  a  county  meeting, 
and  requested  to  pledge  themselves  to  vote  for  rts  re- 
peal, as  the  price  of  their  re-election.  But  they  were 
too  high-minded  and  honorable  men  to  consent  to  such 
degradation.  The  people,  incapable  for  the  moment 
of  appreciating  their  worth,  dismissed  them  from  their 
service.  But  1  venture  to  predict  that  they  have  pass- 
ed them  by  only  for  the  moment.  Those  gentlemen 
e  earned  the  approbation  of  all  good  and  intelligent 

II  more  eflTectually  by  their  retirement,  than  ihey 
could  ever  have  done  by  retaining  popular  favor  at  the 
xpense  of  self  humiliation.  They  fell,  it  is  true,  in 
this  great  struggle  between  the  powers  of  light  and 
darkness;  but  they  fell  as  every  Roman  mother  wished 
her  sons  to  fall — facing  the  enemy,with  all  their  wounds 
n  front. 

True  it  is,  also,  that  two  other  gentlemen,  and  I  be- 
ieve  two  only,  lost  their  election  on  account  of  their 
inte  on  that  question.  I  refer  to  the  late  members 
from  Berks,  w  ho  were  candidates  for  re-election;  and  I 
egret  that  gentlemen,  whom  I  so  highly  respect,  and 
vhom  I  take  pleasure  in  ranking  among  my  personal 
friends,  had  not  possessed  a  little  more  nerve  to  enable 
hem  to  withstand  the  assaults  which  were  madeupnn 
them;  or  if  they  must  be  overpowered,   to  wrap  their 

ntles  gracefully  around  them  and  yield  with  dignity. 
But  this,  lam  aware,  requires  a  h'gh  degree  of  forti- 
tude; and  those  respected  gentlemen  disti'acted  and  fal- 
tering between  the  dictates  of  conscience,  and  the  cla- 
of  the  populace,  at  length  turired  and  fled:  but  du- 
ty had  detained  them  so  long  that  they  fled  too  latej 
nd  the  shaft,  which  had  already  been  winged  by  igno- 
ance,  overtook  and  pierced  them  from  behind.     1  am 


appy 


sir,  that  a  more  fortunate  fate 


ited 


friends  from  York.  Possessing  a  keener  insight  in- 
o  futurity,  and  a  sharper  instinct  of  danger,  they  saw 
he  peril  at  a  greater  distance,  and  retreated  in  time  to 
escape  the  fury  of  the  storm;  and  can  now  safely  boast 
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that  "  discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor,"  and  that 
"  they  fought,  and  run  away,"  "  and  live  to  fight — on 
'tother  side." 

Sir,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  any  gentleman  should 
have  consented  to  place  liis  election  on  hostility  to  gen- 
eral education.  If  honest  amb.tion  were  his  object,  he 
*ill  ere  long  lament  that  he  attempted  to  i-sise  his 
monument  of  glory  on  so  muddy  a  foun<latio]i.  But  if 
it  be  so  that  they  were  placed  here  to  obsiruct  the  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge,  it  is  but  justice  to  say  thai  they 
fitly  and  faithfully  represent  the  spirit  which  sent  them 
here,  when  tliey  attempt  to  sacrifice  this  law  on  the  al- 
tars, which  at  home,  among  their  constituents  they 
have  raised  and  consecrated  to  Intellectual  darkness; 
and  on  which  they  are  pouring  out  oblations  to  send 
forth  their  foetid  and  noxious  odours  over  the  ten  miles  I 
square  of  their  ambition!  But  will  this  legislature — j 
will  the  wise  guardians  of  the  dearest  interests  of  a 
great  commonwealth,  consent  to  surrender  the  high 
advantages  and  brilliant  prospects  which  this  law  pro-  I 
mises,  because  it  is  desired  by  worthy  gentlemen,  who 
in  a  moment  of  causeless  panic  and  popular  delusion, 
sailed  into  power  on  a  Tartarean  flood?  A  flood  of  ig- 
norance, darker,  and  to  the  intelligent  mind,  more 
dreadful,  than  thut  accursed  Styg  an  pool,  at  which  i 
mortals  and  immortals  tremble!  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  | 
that  the  liberal  and  enlightened  proceedings  of  the  last 
legislature  have  aroused  the  demon  of  ignorance  from 
his  slumber;  anil,  maddened  at  the  threatened  loss  of 
his  murky  empire,  his  discordant  bowlings  are  heard  in 
every  part  of  our  land! 

Gentlemen  will  hardly  contend  for  the  doctrine  of: 
cherishing  and  obeying  the  prejudices  and  enorsof; 
their  constituents.  Instead  of  propi  ecying  smooth  ; 
things,  and  fluttering  the  people  with  the  belief  of  their 
present  perfection,  and  thus  retarding  tiie  mind  in  its 
onward  progress,  it  is  the  duty  of  faithful  legislators  to 
create  and  sustain  sucli  laws  and  institutions,  as  shall 
teach  us  our  wants — foster  our  cravings  after  know- 
ledge, and  urge  us  forward  in  the  march  of  intellect 

The  barbarous  and  disgraceful  cry,  which  we  hear 
abroad  in  some  parts  of  our  land,  "tliat  learmng  makes  I 
us  worse — that  educat  on  makes  men  rogues,"  should  ! 
find  no  echo  within  these  walls.  Those  who  hold  such 
doctrines  any  where,  would  be  the  objects  (jf  bitter  de-  ! 
testation,  if  they  weie  not  rather  the  pitiable  subjects 
of  commiseration.  For  even  voluntary  fools  require  ; 
our  compassion  as  well  as  natural  idiots!  ! 

Those  who  would  repeal  this  law  because  it  is  obnox-  ' 
ious  to  a  pnrtion  of  the  peopjle,  would  seem  to  found 
their  justihcation  on  a  desire  of  popularity.  That  is  not 
an  unworthy  object,  when  they  seek  that  enduring 
fame,  which  is  cimstructed  of  imperishable  materials. — 
But  have  these  gentlemen  looked  back  and  consulted 
the  history  of  tlieir  race,  to  learn  on  what  found  .tion,  | 
and  on  what  materials  that  popularity  is  built  which  out-  I 
lives  its  possessor — which  is  not  buried  in  the  same  \ 
grave  which  covers  his  mortal  remiilns.f  Sir,  I  believe  ! 
that  kind  of  fame  may  be  acquired  either  by  deep  learn- ' 
ing,  or  even  the  love  of  it,-  by  mild  philanliirnpy,  or  un- 
conquerable courage.  And  it  seemsto  me,  that  in  the 
present  state  of  feeling  in  Pennsylvania,  those  who  will 
heartily  and  successively  support  the  cause  of  general 
education,  can  acquire,  at  least  some  portion  of  the  ho- 
nor of  all  these  qualities  combined;  .while  those  who 
oppose  it  will  be  remembered  without  pleasure,  and 
soon  pass  away  with  the  things  that  perish.  In  giving 
this  law  to  posterity,  you  act  the  part  of  the  philanthro- 
pist, by  bestowing  upon  the  poor  as  well  as  the 
rich  the  g-reastest  earthly  boon,  which  they  are  capable 
of  receiving:  you  act  the  part  of  the  philosopher >y 
pointing,  if  you  do  not  lead  tliem  up  the  hill  of  science': 
you  act  the  pai't  of  tile  hero,  if  it  be  true  as  you  sav, 
that  popular  vengeance  follows  close  upon  your  foul- 
steps.  Here  then,  if  you  wish  true  populariiv,  is  a  thea- 
tre on  which  you  may  acquire  it.  What  renders  the 
name  of  Socrates  immortal,  but  his  love  of  the  human 


family,  exhibited  under  all  circumstances  and  in  con- 
tempt of  every  danger?  But  courage,  even  with  but 
little  benevolence,  may  confer  lasting  renown.  It  is 
this-which  makes  us  bow  with  involuntary  respect,  at 
the  names  of  Napolean,  of  Cjesar  and  of  Uichard  of  the 
Lion  heart.  But  what  earthly  glory  is  there  equal  in; 
lustre  and  duration  to  that  conferred  by  education? — > 
What  else  could  have  bestowed  such  renown  upon  the 
Philosophers,  the  Poets,  the  Statesmen,  and  Orators  of 
antiquity?  What  else  could  have  conferred  such  un- 
disputedapplause  upon  Aristotle, Demosthenes.and  Ho- 
mer; on  Viigil  Horace,and  Cicero'  And  is  learning  less 
interesting  and  important  now  than  it  was  in  centuries- 
past,  -when  those  statesmen  and  orators  charmed  and 
ruled  emp  i-es  with  their  eloquence? 

Sir,  let  it  not  be  thought  that  those  great  men  ac-- 
quired  a  higher  fame  than  is  within  the  reach  of  the 
present  age.  Pennsylvania's  sons  possess  as  high  na-- 
tive  talents  as  any  other  nation  of  ancient  or  modern 
time!  Many  of  the  poorest  of  her  children  possess  as 
bright  intellectual  gems,  if  they  were  as  highly  polish- 
ed, as  did  the  proudest  scholars  of  Greece  or  Rome. — 
But  too  long — too  disgracelully  long,  has  coward, 
trembling,  procrastinating  legislation  permitted  them  to 
lie  buried  in  "dark  unfathomed  caves." 

If  you  wish  to  acquire  popularity,  how  often  have 
you  been  admonished  to  build  not  your  monuments  of 
brass  or  marble,  but  make  them  of  ever-living  mind! — 
Although  the  period  of  yours,  or  your  children's  re- 
nown, cannot  be  as  long  as  that  of  the  ancients,  because 
you  start  from  a  later  period,  yet  it  may  be  no  less  bril- 
liant. Equal  attention  to  tlie  same  learning;  equal  ar- 
doi-  in  pursuing  the  .same  arts  and  liberal  studies,  which 
has  rescued  their  names  from  the  rust  of  coiroding 
time,  and  handed  them  down  to  us  untarnished  from 
remote  antiquity,  would  transmit  the  names  of  your 
children,  and  your  children's  children  in  the  green  un- 
d)ing  fame  down  through  tlie  long  vista  ot  succeeding 
ages,  until  time  shall  mingle  with  eternity. 

Let  all,  therefore^who  would  sustain  the  character  of 
the  philosopher  or  philanthropist,  sustain  this  law. — 
Those  who  would  add  thereto  the  glory  of  the  hero, 
can  acquire  it  here;  for  in  the  present  state  of  feeling 
in  Pennsylvai-.ii,  I  am  willing  to  admit,  that  but  little 
less  dangtriius  to  the  public  man  is  the  war-club  and 
battle-axe  of  savage  ignorance,  than  to  the  Lion  Heart- 
ed Richard  was  the  keen  scimetar  of  the  Saracen.  He, 
who  would  oppose  it,  either  through  inability  to  com- 
prehend the  advantages  of  general  education;  or  from 
unwillingness  to  bestow  them  on  all  his  fellow  citizens, 
even  to  tlie  lowest  and  the  poorest;  or  from  dread  of 
popular  vengeance,  seems  to  me  to  want  either  the 
head  of  the  philosopher,  the  heart  of  the  philanthropist 
or  the  nerve  of  the  hero. 

All  these  things  would  be  easily  admitted  by  almost 
every  man,  were  it  not  for  the  supposed  cost-  I  h-ave 
endeavored  to  show  that  it  is  not  expensive;  but  admit 
that  it  were  somewhat  so,  why  do  you  cling  so  closely 
to  your  gold.'  The  trophies  which  it  can  purchase;  tlie 
idols  which  it  sets  up,  will  scares  ly  survive  their  pur- 
chaser. No  name,  no  honor  can  long  be  perpetuated 
by  mere  matter.  Of  this,  Ei,'ypt  furnishes  melancholy 
proof.  Look  at  her  stupendous  pyramids,  which  were 
raised  at  such  immense  expenses  of  toil  and  treasure. — 
As  mere  masses  of  matter  they  seem  as  durable  as  the 
everl.asting  hills,  yet  the  deeds,  and  the  names  which 
they  were  intended  to  perpetuate,  are  no  longer  known 
on  earth.  That  ingenious  people  attempted  to  give 
immorl.ality  to  natter,  by  embalming  their  great  men 
and  nionarchs.  Instead  of  doini;  deeds  worthy  to  be 
recorded  in  history,  their  very  names  are  unknown,  and 
nothing  is  left  to  posteriiv  but  their  disgusting  mortal 
frames  f.-r  idle  curiosity  to  stare  at.  What  rational  be- 
nig  can  view  such  soulless,  material  perpetuation  with 
pleasure?  If  you  can  enjoy  it,  go,  sir,  to  the  foot  of 
Vesuvius;  to  Herculaneum,  and  Pompeii,  those  eternal 
monuments  of  human   weakness.     There,   if  you  set 
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sucli  value  on  mtitcrliil  monuments  of  riches,  may  you 
see  all  tlie  glory  ofart,  the  magnificence  of  wealth,  the 
goliIofOphir,  and  the  rubies  of  the  East  preserved  in 
indestructible  lava  along  with  their  haughty  wearers, 
the  colli,  smooth,  petrified,  lifeless,  beauties  of  the 
"Cities  of  the  Dead." 

Who  would  not  shudder  at  the  idea  of  such  nmlong- 
ed  material  identity?  Who  would  not  rather  do  one 
living  detd,  th;in  to  have  his  aslies  forever  enshiintd  in 
ever-burnished  gold.  Sir,  I  trust,  that  when  we  come 
to  :ict  on  this  question  we  shall  all  take  lofty  ground — 
look  beyond  the  narrow  space  which  now  circum- 
scribes our  vision — beyond  the  prissing,  fleeting  point 
of  time  on  which  we  stand;  and  so  cist  our  votes  that 
the  blessing  of  education  shall  be  conferred  on  every 
son  of  Pennsylvania — shall  be  carried  home  to  the 
poorest  cliild  of  the  poorest  inhabitant  of  the  meanest 
hut  of  your  mountains,  so  that  even  he  may  he  prepar- 
ed to  act  well  his  part  in  this  land  of  freemen,  and  lay 
on  earth, a  broad  and  a  solid  foundation  for  that  enduring 
knowledge,  which  goes  on  increasing  through  increas- 
ing eternity. 

A  SUPPLEMENT 

To  the  Act  to  establish  a.  General  System  of  Education 
by  Common  Schools,  ptissed  the  first  d;iy  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thiity  four.* 
Section    1.   That  the  ta.'c  authorised  to  be  .aissessed 
ajid  levied  by  the  several  school  divisions  and  districts 
by  the  act  entitled   "  An  act  to  establish  a  general  sys- 
tem of  education  by  Common  Schools,"  parsed  the  first 
day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty 
four,  (to  which  this  is  a  supplement,)  shall  be  assessed 
and  levied  on  the  same  articles  as  the  State  tax  is  now 
-  assessed  and  levied  on,  and  on  all  posts  of  profit,  pro- 
fessions, trades,  occupations  or  callings,  not  exceeding 
one  and  a  half  times   the  amount  assessed  on  the  same 
for  county  purposes,  and  if  the  taxes  s  .assessed  on  un 
seated  land,  and  not  otherwise  collected,  the  collection 
thereof  may  be  enforced  in  the  same  minner  as  the  col- 
lection of  taxes  on  unseated  lands  is  enforced  when  as- 
sessed for  county  purposes. 

Section  2.  Where  any  township  or  district  in  any 
school  division,  votes  in  the  negative,  on  the  question 
of  accepting  the  law  to  which  tiiis  is  a  sup()lement,s,,id 
township  or  distiict  shall  not  be  compelled  to  accept 
the  same,  although  a  majority  of  tlie  delegates  to  the 
joint  meeting  of  said  divisioni  vote  in  the  affirmative; 
but  said  township  or  district  shall  be  in  like  condition 
with  regard  to  said  law,  as  if  a  majority  of  said  joint 
delegate  meeting  bad  voted  in  the  negative. 

Section  3.  The  office  of  inspector  is  hereby  abolish- 
ed, and  ail  the  duties  of  said  inspectors,  are  transferred 
to  the  directors  of  the  several  districts. 

Section  4.  When  the  affirmative  votes  on  the  accep- 
tance of  the  law  to  nhich  this  is  a  supplement,  are  a 
minority  of  the  joint  meeting  of  the  delegates  of  any 
division,  the  tax' voted  to  be  raised  by  said  ?ifirmativ& 
delegates,  shall  be  levied,  assessed,  and  collected,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  a  majority  of  s.aid  joint  meeting 
)iad  voted  in  the  afiiimative:  And  said  minority  shall 
have  the  same  power  to  call  meetings  of  the  people 
■within  their  several  districts,  as  the  joint  meeting  would 
have  had.had  a  maji;rity  thereof  voted  in  the  affirmative, 
and  this  is  declared  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  law  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement. 

Section  5:  In  any  ca~e  where  a  majority  of  the  qual- 
ified citizens  of  any  scliool  district,  assembled  agreea- 
bly to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement,  shall  decide  against  accept- 
ing the  law,  and  that  no  tax  shall  be  levied  for  common 
schools,  the  acts  of  assembly  to  provide  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  poor  gratis,  shall  be  continued  in  force 
in  said  district,  for  the  current  year,  and  every  such 
district,  for  that  year,  shall  be  entitled  to  no  part  of  the 


State  appropriation;  but  the  amotint  which  such  dis- 
trict would  have  been  entitled  to  had  it  determined  to 
levy  a  tax  for  common  schotils,  shall  remain  and  accu- 
mulate in  the  county  tieasury  for  two  vcars,  fiir  the  use 
of  such  district:  Provided,  'I'lnt  if  wub:,,  u,:a  time 
such  district  sh.ill  not  levy  a  t:i\  ,i.. -if."  ...,;,)  ti,^^^,,  ,|' 
proportion  to  which  sucli'il  -'         -  i  i   ,,,!  i^^.,, 

titled,  shMl  be  distribulc.l  ;ii.,  i  :  ,  ,  i  ,l,siricts  in 
each  county,  which  sh:ill  li:u .  I  i,.  ;  i  i,\;  And  nro- 
vided,  That  such  accumul.thun  1.,,  ;,,iv  district  sh:dl  not 
a  second  time  be  allowed,  but  the  money  shall  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  districts,  as  provided  by  the  sixth 
section  of  the  .act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  until 
such  district  shall  accept  the  law  and  levy  a  tax  as  afore- 

Section  6.  In  all  meeflngs  of  the  people  in  the  se- 
veral    districts,  directed  by  the  act  to   which  this  is  a 

I  supplement,  no  persons  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  ex- 
cept those  who  are  entitled  to  vote  loi-  members  of  the 
Legislature. 

Section  7.  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  sup- 
plement, the  Secretary  of  this  Commnnwealth  shall 
cause  circular  letters,  with  the  said  supplement  attach- 
ed thereto,  to  be  addressed  to  the  county  commissioH- 
ers  of  each  county;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  thecom- 

I  missioneis  aforesaid,  to  publish  the  same  in  one,  and  not 
more  than  two  newspapers,  in  the  county,  if  tfiere  be 
one  or  more  published  therein,  for  three  successive 
weeks,  in  such  manner  as  shall  secure  thetimelv  organi- 
zation under  this  supplement,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions thereof,  the  expense  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the 
county  treasuiy . 


■  See  Keg.  Vol.  XIII,  p.  287. 


From  tlie  Pittsburg  Gazette. 
NEW  ITEMS   OK  TRADE. 

As  our  country  advances  in  its  rapid,  onward  march, 
new  sources  of  national  wealth  and  individual  ingenuity 
and  enterprise  are  rapidly  developed.  Almost  every 
year  some  new  item  of  American  genius  and  industry 
is  added  to  our  catalogue  of  comforts  and  permanent 
supplies. 

This  week,  amongst  our  very  numerous  arrivals,  by 
our  rivers,  are  two  large  covered  fl.it  boats,  or  arks, 
from  Jamestown,  Chaiauque  county.  New  York — one 
entirely  laden  with  patent  window  sish,  of  the  very 
best  quality,  from  the  manufactory  of  Messss.  Benham 
&.  Scott.  This  is  the  second  caigo  these  gentlemen 
have  brought  to  our  market.  On  their  first  arrival  they 
could  hardly  find  buyers,  and  had  to  leave  a  good  deal 
to  sell  on  commission — now  they  experience  very  ready 
Sales.  Two  or  three  days  since,  one  of  our  merchants 
bougjit  from  them  about  400  dozen  of  sash;  and  yes- 
lerday,  the  same  merchant  sold  2,000  dozen  to  a  mer- 
chant of  Galena,  at  the  lead  mines,  in  Missouri;  and 
they  were  forthwith  shipped  lor  St.  Louis,  on  board 
the  steam  beat  "  loway."-— Thus,  this  lot  of  sash  was 
brought  from  the  State  of  New  York,  about  300  miles, 
by  the  Allegheny  river,  and  is  now  taken  about  1,700 
miles  by  steam  boats,  which  makes  about  2,000  miles 
of  water  transportation  before  they  are  used;  and  may, 

hen  they  arrive  at  Galena,  be  sold  for  another  far  dis- 
tant market. 

The  other  boat  was  laden  entirely  with  patent  wood- 
'n  buckets  and  keelers,  frrm  Mr.  E.  Woods'  factory, 
n  the  same  town.  These  buckets  are  of  the  best 
qualiiy,  and  the  owner  found  an  immediate  purchaser 
f  the  whole  cargo  in  one  of  our  large  commission 
houses.  These,  like  many  other  enterprising  manufac- 
turers, bring  the  fruits  of  their  industry  to  our  city  for 
sale,  and  take  back,  in  part  p.ayment,  our  manufactured 

goods — such  as  window  glass,  n.ails,  paints,  &c.  &c 

bus  showing  the  immense  advantages  of  home  industry, 
skill,  enterprise,  and  a  cheap  internal  water  communi- 

tion,  in  this  vast  and  growing  country. 

J.  Miner,  &  Co.  of  Fallstown,  Beaver  county,  Pa. 
have  also  a  very  extensive  Patent  Bucket  and  Tub  Fac- 
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tory,  in  very  active  operation,  anJ  make  llie  very  best 
quality  of  ware — and  such  is  their  present  demanil,  that 
they  have  orders  for  several  hundred  dozen  more  than 
they  can  at  once  supply.  At  the  same  place,  the  same 
gentlemen  have  an  extensive  Patent  Sash  manufactory 
in  operation,  in  connexion  with  Messrs.  Ithey's  and 
they  make  every  size  of  the  best  sash,  and  do  a  very 
considerable  business. 

One  mercantile  house  in  our  city  sells  upwards  of 
thousand  dozen  of  window  sash  per  annum,  with 
rapidly  increasing'  demand. 

A    MERCHAISTT. 


SOUP   SOCIETY. 


The  Society  for  Supplying  the  Poor  with  Soup,  hav. 
in^  found  it  necess.u-y  to  open  their  establishment,  dur 
inga  part  dthe  late  severe  winter,  consider  it  due  tc 
those  from  whom  they  received  assistance  and  others, 
to  render  a  brief  account  of  tlieir  operations,  and  they 
do  this  with  great  pleasure,  believing  as  they  do  that 
it  will  enable  the  public  generally  to  see  more  clearly 
the  great  advantage  this  charity  possesses,  in  the  quick- 
ness with  which  it  can,  after  several  years  suspension, 
be  put  into  operation,  and  the  cheap  rate  at  which  a 
comfortable  and  nourishinpf  aliment  is  afforded  to  the 
poor,  with  scarcely  a  possibility  of  misapplication. 

It  had  not  been  considered  necessary  to  distribute 
Soup  since  the  19ih  of  the  second  month,  1832,  i 
the  past  winter.  The  Society  was  called  togethe 
the  morning  of  the  21st,  the  house  was  opened  for  the 
delivery  of  Soup,  and  continued  so  until  the  14th 
ultimo,  (nearly  eight  weeks,)  in  which  lime  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-two  adults  and  one  thousand  and 
nineteen  children,  (about  equal  proportion  of  white  and 
colored,)  were  supplied  with  ten  Ihousandfour  hundred 
and  sixty -five  quarts  of  rich  wholesome  soup,  at  aTi  ex 
peiise  uf  rather  less  than  three  hundred  dollars.  It  als 
distributed  several  hundred  loaves  of  bread,  some  wooi 
and  other  articles. 

JOHN  WILSON   MOORE, 

President. 

MnRRiT  CfWB-s,  Sec'ry. 

Philadelphia,  ■4th  mo.  "la35. 


SOIL  OFCUAWFOUD  COUNTY. 
Many  persons  have  an  idea  that  the  soil  of  this  coun 
ty  is  not  equal  to  that  of  many  others  in  the  state — but 
the  assertion  may  be  made  witliout  the  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  there  are  but  few  if  any  counties  in  the 
state,  which  contain  a  greater  proportion  of  good 
arable  land,  or  land  which  will  prove  more  productive, 
allowing  ours  the  same  advantages  in  tilling.  As  a 
proof  of  the- fertility  of  our  soil,  and  the  advantages 
arising  from  proper  cultivation,  we  would  remark,  that, 
during  the  past  season  (a  season  when  the  grass  gener- 
ally fell  nhorl)  one  of  cur  farmers  produced  Ten  tons  of 
Timothy,  from  two  acres,  and  a  small  fraction,  of  land. 
This  immense  cutting,  was  from  liill  land,  such  as  in 
this  county  is  seldom  devoted  to  the  production  of  hay, 
and  was  not  considered  more  than  of  medium  quality 
compared  with  the  land  of  the  whole  county.  This 
fact  will  exemplify  the  great  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  tilling  a  small  farm,  and  devoting  upon  ;/,  as 
mucli  labor  as  is  generally  expended  by  our  agriculiur- 
ists  upon  their  large  farms.  This  course  will  in  the 
end,  save  labor,  and  also  taxes.  To  individuals  who 
are  unsettled  and  looking  for  farms,  we  know  of  no 
county  or  country,  whici)  presents  more  attractions  than 
Crawford  counti/.  Land  of  good  quality  can  be  bought 
in  any  quantity  at  from  two  to  eighc  dollars  per  acre 
cleared  or  wild  the  prices  vaiving  according  to  proximi- 
ty to  navigable  streanLs,  or  villages.  Agricultural  pro- 
ductions bear  a  high  price.     Hay  is  now  selling  at  from 


ten  to  eleven  dollars  cash  per  ton  of  2000  lbs.  wheat  one 
dollar  per  bushel,  potatoes  at  —  cents,  other  articles 
bear  prices  in  proportion. — Crawford  Messenger. 

Aprii  18. 

Show  Beef. — Lancaster  county  has  always  been  fa- 
med tor  fine  Beef,  and  we  believe  no  market  in  the 
State  is  better  supplied  with  the  article  than  tliat  of 
Columbia.  We  venture  to  say,  that  on  Wednesday 
last  we  saw  five  as  handsome  and  well-fed  Steers  as 
could  be  found  any  where.  They  belonged  to  Messrs. 
Collins,  Swartz  and  Charles,  butchers  of  tliis  place,  and 
their  respective  weights  were  as  follows,  viz: — 2,035, 
1,920,  1,710,  1,695,  1,625.  Three  of  them  were  slaught- 
ered and  sold  in   our  market  this  morning.  —  Columbia 

Spy.  

TRADE  OF  THE  WEST. 

CoTTojr. — The  Commercial  List  of  Saturday  last 
says, — "The  enquiry  has  frequently  been  made,  but 
never  satisfactorily  answered,  '  What  is  the  actual  cost 
of  the  transportaiion  of  Cotton  from  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see, to  Philadelphia.'"  From  an  authentic  source  we 
are  enabled  to  furnish  the  following  satisfactory  answer 
to  the  above  question. 

Cost  of  Iransportating  Cotton  from  Nashville,  Tenn. 
to   Philadelphia,  by  the  Ohio  river,   and  Pennsylvania 
Canals  and  Rail  roads,  computing  a  bale  at  400  lbs. 
Freight  from  Nasliville  to  Pittsburg,  gl   75 

Drayage  at  Pittsburg  to  Canal  Basin,  08 

Freight  to  Philadelphia,  62^  per  100  lbs-  2  50 

Drayage  at  Philadelphia,  12 

Total,  S4  65 

being  a  fraction  over  11  cent  per  lb. 

1  he  time  required  would  be  seven  days,  allowing 
one  day  ea'  h  at  Nashville  and  Pittsburg;  for  receipt  and 
shipment  from  Pittsburg  to  Philadelphia,  twelve  days 
— making  in  all,  twenty-one  days. 


THE    REGISTER 


PHILADELPHIA,    MAY  2,    1835. 


The,  Stock  (6000  sh.ares)  of  the  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  Canal,  was  on  Monday  last,  all  taken. 

A  great  deal  of  rain  has  fallen  during  the  passing  week, 
and  on  Tuesday  there  was  a  considerable  freshet  in  the 
Schuylkill— said  to  have  been  5  feet  over  the  dam  at 
Fair  Mount. 

The  article  in  our  last  No.  giving  the  list  of  vessels 
ilt,  should  have  been  credited  to  the  "  Commercial 
List,"  instead  of  the  "  Herald." 

The  Hon.  T.  McK.  Pettit,  has  been  appointed  by 
the  Governor,  President  Judge  of  the  District  Court. 

We  publish  to-day,  tlie  Supplement  to  the  School 
ill,  and  Mr.  Stevens's  excellent  speech  on  the  subject. 


Printed  every  Saturday  morning  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEDDES,  No.   9  Library  street. 

The  publication  office  of  .the  Register  has  been  re-. 
moved  from  Franklin  Place,  to  No.  61,  in,  the  Arcade, 
Western  Avenue,  up  stairs. 
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From  the  National  Gazette. 
DOMESTIC   ATTACHMENT. 

Reference  being  made  by  tlie  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  revise  tlie  Civil  Code  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
their  Report,  read  in  the  Senate  on  the  28lh  o/  March, 
1835,  to  the  case  of  Thurneyssen  et  al.  vs.  Vouthier 
fils,  it  is  tlioug'ht  proper  to  publish  the  Opinion  deliver- 
ed by  the  District  Court  in  that  cnse.  This  seems  to  be 
the  more  necessary,  because,  if  there  be  legislation  up- 
on the  subject,  to  supply  an  apprehended  defect  in  the 
law,  a  more  precise  knowledge  of  the  case  than  is  pos- 
sessed by  the  legislature  and  the  profession,  isdesira- 
ble  for  tlie  application  of  a  full  and  adequate  remedy. 

The  first  section  of  the  Bill  rel.uing  to  Domestic  At- 
tachments, as  prepared  by  the  Commissioners,  stands 
thus: 

"  Sect.  1.  Writs  of  domestic  attachment  may  be  is- 
sued by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  County  in 
Which  any  debtor,  being  an  inhabitant  of  this  Common- 
wealth, may  reside,  if  such  debtor  shall  have  abscond- 
ed or  departed  from  the  place  of  his  usual  abode  within 
the  same,  or  sli.all  have  remained  absent  from  this  Com- 
monwealth, or  shall  have  confined  himself  in  his  own 
house,  or  concealed  himself  elsewhere,  with  the  design 
in  either  case  to  defraud  his  creditors,  and  without  ha- 
ving a  clear  real  estate  in  fee  simple,  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, sufficient  to  pay  his  debts. 

"  And  the  like  proceedings  may  be  had,  if  any  debt- 
or, not  having  become  Si  inhabitant  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  not  having  real  estate,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
confine  or  conceal  himself  with  n  tlie  county,  with  in- 
tent to  avoid  the  service  of  process  and  to  defraud  his  I 
creditors."  | 

The  Commissioners  in  their  Report,  p.  38,  thus  ex-  | 
press  their  understanding  of  this  section  of  the  Bill. —  : 
"  Sect.  1,  declares  the  cases  in  which  a  domestic  at- 
tachment may  be  issued,  and  the  Court  which  shall 
have  jurisdiction.  The  first  branch  of  this  section  is  I 
taken  from  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  ISOr.  In  the 
fast  paragraph  we  have  extended  the  process  to  the 
case  of  a  person  iion  resident  in  the  Conmionwealth,  j 
but  who  is  personally  present  in  the  County,  and  con-  j 
ceals  himself  or  otherwise  avoids  the  service  of  pro. 
cess.  A  recent  instance  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  1 
has  proved  the  expediency  of  a  provision  of  this  kind. 
It  appears  to  us  that  the  foreign  attachment  and  domes-  \ 
tic  attachment  ought  together  to  cover  the  whole 
ground,  and  leave  no  defect  of  justice.  In  the  case  we 
have  mcntioneil,  a  foreign  attachment  could  not  be 
maintained,  because  the  debtor  is  actually  within  the 
county,  and  in  consequence  of  his  confinement  or  con- 
cealment, a  capias  cannot  be  served  upon  him.  The 
remedy  seems  to  be  to  extend  the  writ  of  domestic  at- 
tachment to  meet  such  cases."  j 
The  first  paragraph  of  the  section  restricts  original  j 
jurisdiction  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  the  43d  , 
section  gives  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court.  As  I 
Error  does  not  lie  in  Attachments,  and  concurrent  ju- 
risdiction with  the  Supreme  Court  might  not  always 
avail  in  cases  ot  imputed  mistake  in  the  inferior  tribu-  | 
nal,  this  change  is  a  decided  improvement.  j 
The  last  paragraph  of  the  section,  quoted  above,  is  ' 
intended  to  be  remedial  of  the  law  as  expounded  by  the  I 
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District  Court.  Stress,  however,  is  laid  in  its  Opinion 
upon  the  preamble  to  the  act  of  170S,  which  distin- 
guishes between  foreign  and  domestic  creditors,  re- 
specting whom  the  section  is  silent.  The  expres.sion 
too,  "  if  any  debtor,  not  having  become  an  inhabitant 
of  this  Commonwealth,"  is  perhaps  capable  of  miscon- 
struction, and  might  not  be  applied  according  to  the  in- 
tentions of  its  framers.  It  m.ay  be  made  to  express  the 
case  it  is  intended  to  include,  by  the  introduction  of  a 
few  words:  "  If  any  debtor  be  actually  within  the 
county  (why  not  state?)  at  the  time  of  suing  out  the 
writ,  though  he  may  not  have  become  an  inhabitant  of 
this  Commonwealth,"  &c. 

Most  of  the  material  facts  of  the  case  below,  appear 
in  the  Judge's  Opinion.  The  District  Court  having  de- 
cided, upon  full  argument,  against  the  principles  as- 
serted by  the  Plaintiff's  counsel,  another  writ  of  Do- 
mestic attachment  was  issued  f:-om  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  case  has  not  been  decided  by  the  superior  tribu- 
lal. 


the  District  Court  for  the  City  and  County  of  Phila- 
delphia—December  Term,  1834.' 
DOMESTIC   ATTACHMENT. 
TiiunstTSSES  &  Co.  vs.  Vouthieb  fils. 

J.  R.  IngersoU  and  J.  R.    Tyson  for  plaintifTs,  and 
Josiah  Randall  and  George  M.  Dallas,  for  defendant. 

The  following  Opinion  of  the  Court  was  pronounced 
by  CoxE,  Judge,  on  the  7th  March,  1835: 

On  the  5th  NovemfTcr,  1834,  the  defendant  arrived 
this  city  in  a  steamboat  from  New  York,  with  his 
wife,  and  M.  and  Mde.  Carriere,  her  parents  and  bag- 
gage. The  defendant  was  an  entire  stranger.  After 
applying  at  several  hotels,  recommended  or  pointed  out 
by  his  porter,  for  lodgings,  without  success,  his  bag- 
gage and  family  were  left  at  a  boarding  house,  while 
the  defendant  having  hired  a  horse  and  gig,  proceeded 
with  a  boy  through  the  city  in  search  of  a  house,  and 
to  attend  with  M.  Carriere  to  the  landing  of  some 
goods  at  a  wharf.  Having  found  an  empty  house  to 
let  in  Pine  street,  he  proceeded  to  the  residence  of  Mrs. 
Dougherty,  the  owner,  on  the  same  day  of  his  arrival, 
and  applied  to  her,  to  rent  him  the  house  until  May. — 
He  said  he  was  from  England,  where  he  had  resided  for 
twelve  years,  that  he  was  a  Frenchman — he  spoke  En- 
glish remarkably  well — he  said  he  had  no  acquaintances 
here,  and  therefore  could  not  give  any  security  for  the 
rent,  but  he  would  pay  it  in  advance;  that  his  narrte 
was  Leman,  that  his  family  consisted  of  his  father, 
w  horn  he  called  M.  Carriere,  his  mother  and  his  wife. 
Mrs.  D.  agreed  to  let  him  have  the  house  for  six 
months,  at  the  rate  of  500  dollars  per  annum,  payable 
in  advance.  The  rent  has  been  paid,  a  small  deduction 
beinir  made  on  accuont  of  a  stable,  which  was  not 
evenUially  taken.  The  defendant  prociu-ed  the  key  of 
the  house  and  proceeded  to  procure  mattresses  and 
some  articles  of  kitchen  and  other  necessaiy  furniture, 
and  the  next  day  was  found  by  the  owner  in  the 
house.     The  defendant  did  not  use  his  real  name. 

A  writ  of  Foreign  Attachment  was  issued  against  the 
defendant  at  the  suit  of  plaintiffs  in  this  action,  demand- 
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,000  dollars,  .ind  three  other 


list  the  defendant  by  different  names  or  addi- 
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tions  were  soon  after  issued,  demandini^  in  each  case, 
bail  in  87,000  dollars  for  the  same  debt.  On  the  19th 
November,  all  were  levied. 

The  defendant  made  affidavit  befori!  Alderman  Badg- 
er, that  he  was  at  tlie  time  of  issuing  these  writs  of  at- 
tachment, and  had  been  ever  since,  a  resident  of  this 
city;  that  with  his  family  he  had  occupied  a  hcuse  in 
this  city  for  some  time  prior  to  that  time,  and  had  lived 
there  since  without  inteiTuption;  that  he  had  consulted 
Mr.  Dallas  in  his  office  the  same  day — that  the  goods 
attached  were  not  his  properly,  but  as  he  believe-i  are 
the  property  of  M.  Carriere. 

A  rule  to  show  cause  why  the  foreign  attachment 
should  not  be  quashed  was  entered. 

A  capias  ad  respondendum  was  issued  by  the  plain- 
tiffs against  the  defendant,  and  bail  was  demanded 
in  87,000  dollars  for  the  same  debt,  the  property  be- 
ing then  in  custody  of  the  sheriff  under  the  foreign  at 
tachments,  and  the  said  rule  being  at  the  time  pend- 
ing. Keran  Fitzgerald,  a  new  watchman,  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  goods  attached  by  the  sheriff  after  the 
capias  had  issued. 

While  all  the  above  writs  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
sheriff  as  aforesaid,  an  affidavit  was  prepared  and  duly 
sworn  to  in  behaifof  the  same  plaintiffs  againi^t  the 
defendant  for  the  purpose  of  grounding  a  domestic 
attachment  for  the  same  debt,  reducing  its  amount 
however,  to  from  132,263  fr.  65c.  to  §26,752  33, 
and  stating  that  the  defendant  "  has  absconded  from 
the  place  of  his  usual  abode  in  this  State,  with  de- 
sign to  defraud  his  creditors,"  and  has  not  It  ft  a  clear, 
real  estate,  &c.  sufficient  to  pay  his  debts. 

The  rule  to  show  cause  was  made  absolute,  and  the 
foreign  attachment  dissolved  by  the  court.     A  writ  of 
domestic  attachment,   based  upon  the   above  affidavit 
issued  while   the   capias   ad  rtspntidendu 
,the  1st  of  December   being  tl 


in  Philadelphia,  where  he  keeps  concealed  with  design 
to  defraud  his  creditors,  &c. 

The  defendant  applied  tor  a  rule  to  show  cause  why 
the  domestic  attachmt  nt  should  not  be  quashed,  and 
filed  his  affidavit  in  support  of  the  rule,  stating  the 
facts. 

In  support  of  the  rule  the  Counsel  for  the  defendant 
contended — 

1.  IhatVouthier  had  not  a  usual  place  of  abode  in 
this  State,  had  engaged  in  no  trade,  and  contracted  no 
debts  therein, and  had  no  resident  cnditors  here,whom 
by  absconding  he  could  defraud,  and  consequently  was 
not  subject  to  this  process. 

2.  That  the  capias  ad  respondendum  was  vexatious- 
ly  and  oppressively  issued,  and  avoiding  arrest  under  it 
if  he  were  a  resident  and  otherwise  liable,  was  not  an 
absconding  with  design  to  defraud  his  creditors,  but 
was  a  proper  measvire  of  self-defence  under  the  circum- 
stances rendered  so  by  the  abuse  of  the  process  of 
the  Court. 

3.  That  the  capias  being  in  full  force,  and  that  suit 
not  having  been  discontinued  before  issuing  the  do- 
mestic attachment,  the  latter  proceeding  is   irregular. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  for  the  Court  to  consider 
more  than  the  first  position. 

1.  The  defendant  residing  and  trading  in  Paris,  ap- 
pe.  rs  to  have  sailed  for  the  United  States  in  the  last 
Autumn,  probably  by  way  of  En.gland,  with  his 
wife  and  her  parents.  Having  arrived  at  New  Yorir, 
heshorily  after  came  wiih  tliese  persons  to  Philadel- 
phia, where  he  was  an  entire  stranger,  and  evidently 
in  disguise  and  under  an  assumed  name;  he  never  e.v 
pressi  d  any  intention  permanently  to  reside  here,  and 
was  probably  a  fugitive  from  his  foreign  creditors. — 
He  applied  for  the  house  of  Mrs.  Dou.gherty,  not  for  a 
full  I  year  or  quarter  or  half  year,  but  in  the  month  of  No- 
he   applied  to  rent  it  until  May,  which  would 


service  of  the  writ  during  any  subsequent  part  of  that  be  less  than  six  months;  describing  himself  as  a  stranger 
day  by  the  sheriff  being  legal.  The  defendant,  from  |  unable  to  give  security,  offering  to  pay  in  advance, 
the  time  of  his  arrival  in  this  State  to  the  issuing  of  the  |  and  expressing  no  inteniiou  to  remain  beyond  May. — 
process  against  him, by  assuming  a  false  name  and  some  [  There  was  therefore  in  the  manner  of  taking  the  house 
other  circumstances,  was  in  disguise  and  concealment;  j  a  strong  intimation  that  it  was  intended  as  a  merely  tem- 
after  the  issuing  of  the  capias  he  absented  himself  from  ;  pnrary  residence,  and  tliat  lnjhad  no  intention  of  fixing 
his  family  and  the  house  in  which  he  lived  and  took  his  residence  in  Philadelphia,  and  at  the  time  of  with- 
lodgings  in  another  street  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  diawin,^-  from  his  family  to  avoid  the  capias  and  the  is- 
the  arrest  under  it.  suing  of  the  domestic   attachment,  he  had  no  creditor 

The  plaintiffs  proved  by  documents  recently  receiv-  whose  debt  was  contracted  here  but  the  owner  of  the 
ed  from  England,  that  the  defendant  was  declared  house,  who  was  amply  secured  by  the  properly  on  the 
bankrupt  in  the  Court  of  Commissioners  of  I3ain;rnpts  premises,  and  who  has  since  been  paid.  There  is  no 
in  London,  on  the  17th  November  last,  on  a  petition  domestic  creditor  who  applies  for  relief  or  protection 
dated  the  13lh  of  the  same  month,  and  he  is  therein  I  ""''«'■'  ''"^  alt:.chment  laws,  and  no  such  creditor  is 
described  as  of  No.  13,  Hue  de  Clerv,  in  Palis,  France.  |  known  to  the  Court  to  exist. 


It  was   also  proved  that  the  defendan 
ized  as  a  citiaen  of  the  United  Slates,  at  New  York,  in 
1829. 

Simultaneously  with  these  several  suits  and  proceed- 
ings against  the  defendant  in  this  court,  he  appears  to 
have  been  proceeded  against  in  London  as  aforesaid, 
and  up  to  the  9th  of  December,  after  the  issuing  of  the 
writ  of  domestic  attachment,  he  is  described  as  of  No 
13  Rue  de  Clery,  Paris,  &c. 

A  capias  ad  responden.lum  issued  at  the  suit  of  A 
Lenthelhon  &  Co.   agains 
bail  in  1200  dollars,  recei' 
dence  by  the  plaintiffs,  ai 
cause   of  aciion,  statin,g  tl 


sary  for  the  Court  to  review  the  slate 
of  the  law  as  to  domestic  attachments  pi-ior  to  the  act 
of  the  4th  Dec.  1827,  Pui-d.  Dig.  T\),  as  it  h.is  been 
argued  that  the  decisions  of  our  courts  prior  to  that  act, 
were  made  under  enactments  essentially  diflTering  from 
it  in  the  description  of  the  pei-sons  liable  to  the  writ, 
and  consequently  !>re  not  authority  upon  the  question 
now  under  cnnsidei-ation. 

So  early  as  1705,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania, 
in   tlie   preamble   of  an  act  entitled  "An  Act  about 


ed  ofN.  E.J.  given  in  evi- 
:1  affidavit  being  filed  of  the 
e  plaintiffs  to  reside  in  New 
York,  the  claim  to  lie  on  a  bill  of  exchange  drawn  by 
GuUiet  de  la  Bonglin  &  Co.,  dated  St.  Quentin,  19tli 
July,  1834,  for  3,5S3fr.  15c.,  money  of  France,  paya- 
ble at  the  enl  of  October,  1834,  to  ths  order  of  said 
Gulliet  de  la  Bonslin  &  Co.  and  endorsed  to  tlic  plain- 
tiffs, and  directed  to  Vouthier  fils,  Hue  de  Cleiv,  No. 
13,  Paris,  and  accepted  hy  his  attorney  in  ftct;  that 
plaintiff  is  informed,  and  believes  said  Vouthier  is  now 
in  Philadelphia,  and  that  since  the  acceotance  he  has 
absconded  from  his  domicil  in  France,  and  h 


the  defendant,  demanding  '  Attachments,"  declared   the 


or   inconveni- 


ence that  the  act  was  intended  to  remedy,  in  these 
words: 

"  Whereas  the  laws  of  this  government  have  hither- 
to been  deficient  in  respect  to  attachments,  so  that  the 
effects  of  persons  absenting  are  not  equally  liable  with 
those  persons  upon  the  spot  to  make  restitution  for 
debts  contracted  in  or  owing  in  this  prminee,  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  inhubilunts  thereof,  and  encourage- 
ment of  such  unwortliy  persons  as  frequently,  by  ab- 
scondini;,  make  an  advantage  of  the  defect  atiuresaid." 

The  debtor  is  here  described  as   "absconding"  and 

"absenting,"  in    contradistinction   to    those    persons 

ed  I  dwelling  "  upon  the  spot,"  the  debts  as   "contracted 
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or  owing  within  this  Province,"  the  persons  to  be  pro- 
tected by  the  act  as  "  inhabitants  thereof." 

Althougfh  foreign  creditors  are  allowed  upon  princi- 
ples ofliberal  justice  to  secure  their  debts  in  cases  in 
which  a  defendent  has  bet-n  brou.Q^lit  within  tbe  princi- 
ples of  the  Domestic  Attacliinent  laws,  it  will  bo  foiiiid 
that  in  order  to  ground  such  a  proceeding  under  all 
the  acts  of  Assembly  which  have  since  been  in  onera- 
tion,  this  description  in  1705  of  the  debtor,  of  bis  debts, 
and  of  his  creditors  as  the  principal  objects  of  legisla- 
tive protection,  has  never  been  substantially  changed, 
and  have  been  recognized  and  sustained  by  judicial 
decisions  without  exception. 

•Ihe  Act  of  2d  March,  1723,  Purd.  69,  provides  that 
no  writ  of  attachment  shall  be  issued  but  on  oath  or 
affirmation  that  the  defendant  in  such  attachment  is 
indebted  to  the  plaintiff  therein  named,  in  the  sum  of 
§40  or  more,  and  thit  the  defen.laiU  -s  and  has  been 
.absconded  from  tbe  place  of  his  usual  abode  for  the 
space  of  six  days,  with  design  to  defraud  his  credilors, 
as  is  believed,  and  that  the  defendant  has  not  left  a  clear 
real  est.ate,  in  fee  simple,  within  this  province  sufficient 
to  pay  his  debts,  8cc. 

On  22d  Jan.  1774,  was  passed  "An  Act  to  oblige 
Trustees  and  Assignees  of  Insolvent  Debtors  to  exe- 
cute their  trusts."  Cirey  &  Bioren,  2  vol.  116,  sec.  4, 
which  has  not  been  cited  on  tbe  argument.  It  provides: 
"  And  whereas,  the  laws  of  this  Province  respecting  , 
Domestic  Mtlachmeitts  are  defective,  inasmuch  as  they  I 
do  not  empower  the  justices  to  issue  writs  of  attach-  i 
ments  against  persons  who  shall  confine  or  conceal  [ 
themselves  within  their  own  houses,  or  elsewhere,  with  j 
intent  to  defraud  their  creditors.  j 

"  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  that  if  It  shall  appear  on  I 
oath,  &c.  '  that  his  or  their  debtor  or  debtors,  have  con-  j 
cealed  him  or  themselves  elsewhere,  for  and  during  the  , 
space  of  six  days,  wiih  design  to  defraud  his,  her,  or  1 
their  creditors  as  is  believed,  and  that  he,  she,  or  they,  ' 
have  not  a  clear  real  estate,'  &c.  as  in  former  act."  ; 
Tbe  only  difference  between  the  act  of  1S07  as  to  | 
the  debt,  is  the  omission  of  tbe  necessity  of  its  amount-  ! 
ing  to  S40.  As  to  the  debtor,  it  adds  to  the  acts  to 
defraud  his  creditors,  which  will  render  him  liable  to 
the  writ  that  he  has  "remained  absent  from  the  State,"  \ 
and  the  words  for  and  during  six  days  are  omhted.  It 
is,  therefore,  clear  that  no  alteration  was  made  in  the 
laws  existing  prior  to  1807,  by  this  act  relating  to.the 
character  of  tbe  defendant,  tbe  debt,  or  the  creditors, 
so  far  as  involved  in  the  case  under  consideration,  and 
that  all  judicial  determinations  under  the  acts  of  17  23  , 
and  1774,  apply  with  full  force  to  tbe  act  of  1807  upon  ■ 
the  questions  under  consideration. 

We  shall  therefore  proceed  to  consider  the  cases  ' 
which  we  regard  as  judicial  authorities,  operative  upon  ' 
the  case  and  obligatory  upon  the  court.  The  disjunc- 
tive conjunction  used  m  stating  the  various  acts  of  con- 
cealment, absconding,  &c.  in  the  act  of  1S07,  on  which 
great  stress  has  been  laid,  has  been  introduced  in  fitct 
from  the  act  of  1774,  and  tbe  construction  based  upon 
its  use  in  the  former  would  equally  apply  to  the  latter 
act.  j 

In  Lazarus  Barnet's  case.  Judge  Shippen  has  ably  i 
reviewed  these  three  acts  of  Assembly  of  1705,  1723 
and  1774,  the  latter  being  cited  as  14  Geo.  3.  c.  5. 

He  considers  three  sorts  of  debtors  to  be  included  in 
the  act  of  1705  1st.  Those  who  never  resided  here.  { 
2.  Those  who  had,  but  had  absconded  or  otherwise  re- 
moved, both  being  non-residents  within  the  third  sec- 
tion; and,  3d.  Those  who  were  about  to  remove  with- 
out security  to  their  creditors.  In  the  act  of  1723  it  is> 
stated  "that  divert  irregularities  and  fraudulent  practi- 
ces had  happened  to  the  injury  ofsucli  creditors  as  were 
wiUing  to  accept  an  equal  share  of  tbe  effects  of  their, 
debtors.  He  then  enquires  to  which  of  these  three  de- 
scriptions nf  debtors  the  preamble  applies. 

It  could  nut  be  the  first,  tliey  resided  abroad  and  their  j 
effects  coming  here  only  occasionally  there  was  no  great 


danger  of  fraudulent  practices.  And  the  act  of  1723, 
by  continuing  the  former  remedy  against  them,  is  re- 
garded by  Judge  Shippen  as  making  tliis  manifest.  The 
act  of  1723  makes  a  new  provision  witb  respect  to  both 
the  other  classes,  which  are  consoliilated  in  one,  "per- 
sons who  have  absconded  from  their  usual  place  of 
abode  for  six  days,  with  design  to  dcfr.uia  their  credi- 
tors, without  regard  to  their  being  in  or  out  of  ilie  pro- 
vince. If  they  liad  absconded  with  design  to  defraud 
their  creditors,  the  act  of  1774  merely  multiplies  the 
.acts,  witb  design  to  defr.aud  which  later  acts  of  B.mk- 
ruptcy,  bring  the  defendant  within  the  statute.  Tlie 
preamlile  of  the  act  of  1774,  m.ay  be  said  also  to  .apply 
most  evidently  to  domestic  creditors. 

The  word  "inhabitant"  has  a  plain  meaning.  A 
person  coming  hither  occasionally  as  a  Captain  of  a  ship, 
I  in  llie  course  of  trade,  cannot  be  called  an  inhabitant; 
j  nor  does  a  person  going  from  his  settled  habitation  here, 
on  occasional  business  to  Boston,  or  any  other  place 
I  cease  to  be  an  inhabitant.  But  a  man  who  comes  from 
j  another  place  to  reside  among  us,  introduces  bis  family, 
takes  a  house,  engages  in  trade,  contracts  debts,  and, 
after  some  time  runs  away  with  design  to  defraud  his 
credilors,  he  ought  surely  to  be  considered  as  such  an 
inliabitant  as  not  to  be  an  object  of  the  foreign  attach- 
ment, but  of  the  domestic  one. 

Such  has  been  the  unilorm  construction  of  the  law 
from  1724  itntil  the  act  of  1774,  which  last  gives  a  leg- 
islative sanction  to  the  practice. 

After  reviewing  the  numerous  cases  cited  on  both 
sides  of  the  argument,  we  have  found  ourselves  brought 
back  to  this  most  clear  and  satisfactory  authority  which, 
although  the  leading  case  on  Domestic  Attachments, 
has  never  been  overruled  or  been  shaken  by  judicial 
decision.  In  some  instances,  eflortshave  been  made  to 
modify  it,  particularly  to  fix  a  definite  time  during 
which  a  defendant  must  have  resided,  engaged  in  trade 
and  contracted  debts,  but  no  time  has  yet  been  judicial- 
ly settled.  Probably  no  particular  orspecific  time  may 
be  necessary,  but  the  defendant  must  in  fact  reside 
here,  and  contract  debts  here,  and  subsequently  ab- 
scond from  tbe  place  of  his  usual  abode  in  this  state,  &.c. 
with  design  to  defraud  bis  creditors. 

Judge  Shippen  has  said  in  reference  to  the  preamble 
of  the  act  of  1723  it  could  nut  mean  the  first  class  of 
debtors,  as  there  was  no  danger  of  fraudulent  practices 
in  relation  to  them,  they  residing  abroad — so  there 
could  be  no  such  danger  requiring  legislative  interposi- 
tion in  relation  to  foreign  creditors  whose  debts  were 
nut  contracted  here. 

The  defendant  cannot  be  regarded  as  within  this  de- 
scri  ition.  He  was  a  stranger  in  disguise,  flying  from 
his  doinicil  in  Paris,  to  avoid  foreign  creditors,  tempo- 
rarily concealing  himself  in  Philadelphia,  in  a  house 
t.aken  for  that  purpose,  and  not  with  a  view  to  a  perma- 
nent residence:  no  debts  contracted  here  that  he  could 
by  absconding  defeat;  no  domestic  creditor  existing; 
none  whom  be  could  have  designed  to  defraud  by  ab- 
sconding or  concealing  himself 

The  practice  of  tbe  Courts  of  this  State  in  relation  to 
domestic  attachments  has  been  too  long  settled  to  be 
now  disturbed  without  legislative  enactment.  The 
affidavit  to  ground  the  suit  in  the  case  before  us,  which 
is  well  drawn,  shows  the  views  cnterta  ned  by  the 
Counsel  in  relation  to  that  practice. 

The  Court  being  of  opinion  that  the  defendant  is  not 
the  subject  of  a  domestic  attachment,  order  tbe  rule  to 
be  made  absolute. 
Attachment  dissolved. 


Wellseobodgii,  Tioga  Cr.  Pa.  April  25. 
Mr.  Alpheus  W.  Wilson,  sawed  on  the  10th  inst  in 
the  Spencer  mill,  in  Richmond  township  in  this  county, 
a  pine  log  fourteen  feet  long,  which  made  one  thou- 
sand and  fifty  feet  of  boards— nine  hundred  and  fifteen 
of  which  were  first  rate  pannel. 
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PEPORT  ON  THE    EASTERN   PENITENTIARY. 

Sixth.  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspceturs  of  ike  Eastern 
State  Penitentiary  of  i'ennsylvanta — Made  to  tlie 
Legislature  at  the  session  oflS'3i-3. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Commonwealih  of  Pennsylvania. 


The  Inspectors  of  Ihe  Eastern  Penitentiary  in  all 
their  former  reports,  have  spoken  encouragingly  oftlie 
effects  of  the  system  adopted  by  Pennsylvania,  without 
however  venturing  a  positive  assertion  as  to  its  efficacy 
in  producing  the  end  intended.  They  commence  this 
their  Sixth  Annual  Report,  with  undiminished  confi- 
dence in  Ihe  healthful  operation  of  the  system;  and 
they  believe  when  all  the  necessary  means  to  perfect  it 
shall  have  been  allowed,  the  State  may  boasi  of  an  In- 
stitution, whose  efficiency  in  checkine;  the  career  of 
vice  within  her  borders,  «ill  be  manifest  in  the  reduc- 
ed proportion  wliich  her  criminal,  will  bear  to  her 
general  population. 

In  the  capacity  of  official  agents  for  the  State,  ap- 
pointed to  watch  over,  and  report,  upon  the  progress 
of  this  important  experiment,  tlie  l»w  requires  that  we 
shall  annually  present  statistical  accounts  of  tlie  Institu- 
tion under  our  charge,  together  with  such  obser\ations 
on  the  effecis  of  the  system  as  may  arise  or  be  sug- 
gested in  the  performance  of  our  duties.  Since  tiie 
Subject  of  solitary  or  separate  confinement  of  convicts 
has  claimed  public  attention,  the  theory  has  been  can- 
vassed in  all  its  p.irts;  and  the  various  treatises  which 
have  sprung  up  have  engrossed  the  entire  field,  and 
have  left  us  nothing  to  say  but  that  which  has  already 
been  better  said  by  practised  writers,  who  have  given 
to  the  subject  all  tiie  attention  which  wise  heads  and 
humane  hearts  could  bestow.  The  exclusiveness  how- 
ever of  this  establisliment  from  all  other  matters 
which  ordinarily  engage  the  attention  of  the  Legis.la- 
ture,  induce  us  to  endcavcu-  to  present  in  a  proper 
]i£;ht,  the  system  emphatically  pronounced  Pennsyh 
nian,  in  contradistinction  to  all  oliiers  in  use,  and 
showing  the  diffisrence  in  the  motives  of  its  origin,  and 
in  its  operation,  satisfy  those  who  feel  interested  in 
that  it  is  an  institution  of  which  Pennsylvania  may 
justly  proud. 

It  will  appear  entirely  consistent  with  the  charncier 
of  the  state,  that  she  should  adopt  a  mild  s_v 
criminal  jurisprudence,  wh-n  it  will  be  recollected  that 
the  laws  instituted  by  her  founder  while  she  was  yet  a 
province,  were'  characterized  by  features  of  humanity, 
at  total  variance  with  all  others  then  extant.  It  is  true, 
these  laws  were  abrogated  when  the  King  assumed  Im- 
mediate authority  over  the  cclony,  but  the  germ  was 
then  set,  the  spirit  was  then  Infused,  and  the  subse- 
quent struggles  of  philanthropists  was  but  to  bring  to 
light  and  to  fructify  the  plant.  The  innovation  was 
then  made,  and  it  was  but  a  recurrence  to  those  first 
principles  of  government  which  were  dictated  by  pure 
hearts  and  sound  judgments,  that  Pennsylvania  resort- 
ed to,  when  she  established   her  present  penitentiary 

Notwithstanding  the  numerous  attempts  to  possess 
the  people  generally  with  a  knowledge  of  the  princi- 
ples which  govern  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  many  mis- 
taken notions  are  yet  afloat  In  regard  to  it;  and  much 
misapprehension  yet  exists.  A  wide  currency  has  been 
given  to  gross  misrepresentations  through  the  agency 
of  some  fanatics  upon  prison  di-cipline  whose  motives 
are  questionable;  and  in  veiy  many  instances,  there  j  of  Ihe  h 
have  been  wilful  and  unwarrantable  perversions  of|lheybcli 
truth.  We  find  it  even  difficult  to  shake  off  from  the 
minds  of  some  of  our  own  citizens  the  idea  that  ihe 
penalties  of  the  present  mode  are  severe,  so  closely 
does  the  notion  of  great  personal  suffering  connect 
itself  with  that  of  lonely  incarceration. 

The  Pennsylvania  system  is  emphatically  a  mild  anij 
humane  ey-tem.     Let  us  look  f i  r  a  ■loinert  at  the  con- 


dition of  tlie  majnrity  of  those  who  become  subject  to 
its  regulation.  We  find  them  living  a  hurried  and 
ilionghiless  life  of  hourly  excitement,  and  shuddering 
at  the  possibility  of  a  pause  which  could  let  in  (to  them 
the  demon)  reflection.  We  see  them  wanting  the 
ordinary  comforts  of  clothing  and  cleanliness,  without 
home  save  that  afforded  by  chance  companionship.-^ 
We  find  them  in  the  brothel  and  the  gin-shop,  giving 
up  to  all  manner  of  excesses,  indulging  in  every  ex- 
treme of  vice,  self-degraded  and  brutal.     We  see  them 


pted  and  corrupting, 


uig  ne 


the  race  of  mi.sery  and  dragging  them  in  their  own 
vortex  to  a  death  of  infamy  and  horror.  Where  do  we 
place  them,  and  liow  do  we  treat  them  ?  They  are 
taken  to  the  bath  and  cleansed  of  outward  pollution, 
they  are  new  clad  in  warm  and  comfortable  garments, 
they  are  placed  in  an  apartment  infinitely  superior  to 
what  they  have  been  accustomed,  they  are  given  em- 
plojment  to  enable  them  tQlive  by  their  own  Industry, 
they  are  addressed  In  the  language  of  kindness,  interest 
is  shown  in  their  present  and  future  welfare,  they  are 
advised  and  urged  to  think  of  their  former  course  and 
to  avoid  it,  they  are  lifted  gently  Irum  their  state  of  hu- 
miliation; selfdegradatlon  is  removed,  and  self  esteem 
inducted.  Pride  of  character  and  manliness  is  inculca- 
ted, and  they  go  out  of  prison  unknown  as  convicts, 
determined  to  wrestle  for  a  living  in  the  path  of  hones- 
ty and  virtue.  Is  not  this  humane?  The  object  of  all 
prison  establishments  should  be  to  reclaim.  The  sepa- 
ration of  convicts  affords  facilities  (which  would  be  im- 
possible under  other  circumstances)  to  treat  each  indi- 
vidual case  in  a  manner  best  adapted  to  that  result. — 
'I  here  are  no  doubt  some  criminals  who  are  incorrigible, 
but  even  with  these  the/  vindictive  feelings  usually  gen- 
erated by  prison  discipline  find  no  place,  and  they  leave 
the  establishment  with  sentiments  of  regard  rather  than 
resentment,  toward  those  who  have  attempted  to  alter 
their  vicious  habits.  We  are  unwilling  to  make  any 
remarks  which  may  appear  invidious,  but  we  ask  that  a 
single  glance  shall  be  taken  at  any  of  the  other  plans 
now  in  operation,  and  then  let  it  be  answered  whether 
the  Pennsylvania  system  does  not  possess  distinctive 
features,  which  entirely  change  the  relationship  of 
prisoners  towards  society,  and  whether  it  does  not  em- 
brace an  extensive  plan  of  amellora'tion  of  their  condi- 
tion? The  nature  of  this  report  forbids  a  longer  indul- 
gence in  this  strain  of  remark,  but  it  appears  to  us  only 
to  be  necessary  to  turn  ihe  current  of  thought  in  the 
proper  channel,  and  the  real  difference  between  this 
and  all  oilier  known  systems  must  be  apparent. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  system  under  the  views 
here  advanced,  it  must  be  obvious  that  care  should  be 
had  in  the  selection  of  subordinate  keepers;  that  the 
convict  should  not  come  in  contact  with  minds  and  dis- 
positions disqualified  to  inculcate  good  principles.  A 
quiet  and  sober  demeanor,  an  equable  temper,  and  a 
consist  ency  of  conduct  calculated  to  ensure  respect, 
should  be'considered  prerequisite-  All  indulgence  in 
low  vices,  impure  conversation,  gossiping  or  approach 
to  familiarity  with  prisoners,  should  be  traits  of  charac- 
ter to  be  avoided.  The  convict  removed  from  his  for- 
mer associates  should  breathe  none  other  than  a  moral 
atmosphere. 

The  Inspectors  have  still  very  much  at  heart,  the  in- 
tellectual and  religious  improvement  of  the  prisoners, 
and  Would  be  much  gratified  if  greater  facilities  than 
the  law  has  yet  provided  for,  could  be  granted.  They 
are  compelled  to  reiterate  the  request  that  the  attention 
slature  should  be  called  to  that  subject,  as 
e  that  much  could  be  effected  without  a 
great  increase  of  expense.  The  opinions  entertained 
and  expressed  in  former  reports  remain  unchanged  on 
this  subject;  and  a  gratuitous  performance  of  these 
services  ought  not  to  be  expected  from  persons  qualifi- 
ed for  the  task  by  such  a  government   as  ours.     The 


h)y  and  zealously  to  labor  fprths  benefit  of  those  i 
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our  charge,  and  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  all  who  feel 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  establishment  for  the 
disinterestedness  which  he  has  displayed. 

We  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Physician  herewith 
transmitted,  for  an  account  of  the  health  of  the  Prison 
for  the  past  year,  exhibiting  in  a  statistical  form  all 
the  information  necessary  upon  the  subject,  and  estab- 
lishing the  fact  by  comparison  with  any  other  institution 
of  like  nature,  that  we  have  been  peculiarly  favored  in 
that  respect. 

The  report  of  the  Building  Committee  herewith 
transmitted,  contains  an  account  of  the  progress  of  the 
work  for  the  past  year,  and  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  work,  yet  to  be  done  to  complete  the  Eastern  Peni- 
tentiary. It  is  estimated  that  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand 
dollars  will  be  required,  and  will  be  sufficient,  to  finish 
all  the  buildings  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  In- 
stitution. We  transmit  the  report  of  the  Warden  to 
the  Board  of  Inspectors,  to  which  we  ask  attention;  as 
exhibiting  some  details  of  importance  to  obtaining  a 
true  knowledge  of  the  Institution. 

The  usual  statistical  tables  accompany  this  report  in 
compliance  with  the  law  on  that  subject. 

We  also  transmit  a  letter  from  the  Architect  to  the 
Building  Committee,  being  an  useful  paper,  exhibit- 
ing a  very  detailed  view  of  the  work  of  the  past 
year. 

In  conclusion  the  Inspectors  beg  leave  respectfully 
•to  present  to  the  Legislature,  that  the  Institution  labor 
under  great  disadvantages  in  procuring  means  necessa- 
ry for  its  support,  for  the  want  of  a  sufiBcient  capital  to 
be  employed  in  manufactures.  This  subject  has  been 
before  submitted  to  tlie  Legislature,  and  a  committee 
of  that  body  Rave  a  statement  concurrent' with  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  and  urging  the  propriety  of  a  law 
to  that  effect. 

Signed, 

THOMAS  BRADFORD,  Jn. 

President. 

Wm.  H.  Hood,  Secretary. 

WARDEN'S  REPORT. 

In  presenting  this  my  Sixth  Annual  Report  to  the 
Soard  of  Inspectors,  there  appears  little  else  to  remark 
(than  what  has  in  former  years  been  brought  to  your 
notice. 

From  the  nature  of  the  law  under  which  we  act,  we 
have  been  gradually  increasing  in  numbers,  and  had  on 
the  31st  of  December  1834,  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
prisoners;  being  sixty  four  more  than  we  had- at  the 
.corresponding  date  of  last  year. 

No  difficulties  have  occurred  or  obstacles  been  pre- 
sented as  our  number  has  increased;  but  experience 
confirms  the  opinion  expressed  in  former  years  of  the 
efficacy,  the  superiority  of  the  Pennsylvania  system  of 
prison  discipline  over  all  otl>ers.  This  is  a  pleasing 
subject  of  congratulation,  and  I  think  we  may  now 
•  cease  to  call  our  system  of  discipline  an  experiment,  it 
having  been  more  than  five  years  in  actual  operation, 
and  there  being  at  present  several  prisoners  who  have 
from  the  period  of  their  reception,  nearly  five  years 
ago,  been  in  close  confinement  without  apparent  inju- 
ry to  their  mental  or  bodily  health.  It  is  also  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  remark,  that  not  only  those  who  always 
have  been  the  advocates  of  separate  confinement  are 
satisfied  with  its  results,  but  many  who  heretofore  en- 
tertained strong  and  honest  fears  of  the  effects  of  this 
kind  of  treatment.  I  believe  all  of  the  latter  description 
who  have  had  opportunities  and  have  embraced  them, 
of  investigating  for  themselves,  do  fully  acquiesce  in 
its  supei'iority.  I  am  however  aware  that  there  are 
others  with  prejudices  whirh  may  generally  be  traced 
to  their  interesis;  who  profess  not  to  approve  of  our 
system,  and  who  are  using  every  effort  by  writing  and 
speaking,  to  give  the  public  an  unfavorable  imprei-sion 
of  its  character.     If  these  individuals  would  appear  in 


their  own  proper  persons,  their  motives  would  be  un- 
derstood and  little  harm  might  arise.  Bui  so  long  as 
the  views  of  interested  agents  continue  to  be  given  to 
the  public  year  after  year,  in  the  reports  of  a  highly 
respectable  society,  which  derives  most  of  its  informa- 
tion from  such  suspicious  source*,  1  fear  that  the  gener- 
al adoption  of  our  improved  system  of  discipline,  may 
be  prevented  or  at  least  seriously  retarded.  Certain  it 
is,  that  their  reports  have  for  years  gone  to  the  world 
with  unfair  imputations  and  mislatement,  calculated  to 
give  a  most  erroneous  opinion  of  the  results  of  the  two 
different  systems. 

It  is  not  my  wish  in  this  Annual  Report  to  minutely 
contrast  the  efficacy  of  the  Pennsylvania  system  with 
that  of  Ghent,  or  what  is  generally  called  the  Auburn 
system,  but  it  may  not  be  improper  to  offer  a  few  ob- 
servations thereon. 

The  human  heart  revolts  against  oppression;  it  is 
soothed  by  kindness.  Can  any  individual  for  a  moment 
believe  that  the  severe,  nay  even  the  brutal  treatment 
which  convicts  have  been  and  are  subject  to,  will 
soften  their  hearts  or  in  any  way  conduce  to  their  re- 
formation? and  what  is  the  great  aim  and  end  of  eveiy 
penitentiary  system?  Certainly  the  reformation  of  the 
prisoner  is  the  all  important  point.  Other  prisons  may 
boast  of  their  earnings  or  gains  and  their  surplus  profits; 
ours  was  never  expected  to  be  a  money  making  concern  . 
But  we  have  nevertheless  the  proud  satisfaction  of  wit- 
nessing the  salutary  effects  produced  by  it  on  many  of 
the  uiifortunate  inmates.  Our  treatment  it  is  known  is 
firm,  yet  mild  and  just.  AVe  endeavor  to  operate  on 
their  hearts  and  their  feelings,  not  by  lacerating  their 
bodies,  but  by  bringing  them  to  a  just  sense  of  their 
own  moral  degradation.  We  endeavor  to  create  anew 
within  their  bosoms  the  love  of  industry,  of  virtue  and 
of  piety. 

To  the  philanthropist,  to  all  who  earnestly  wish  for 
the  well  being  and  improvement  of  society;  to  all  who 
look  forward  to  so  desirable  an  end  as  the  reformation 
of  those  deluded,  misguided,  miserable  beings  who  are 
under  our  charge,  I  would  exhibit  fully  and  fairly  the 
discipline  of  the  institution;  and  ask  them  to  examine 
thoroughly  its  condition  and  every  branch  of  its  opera- 
tions; to  view  the  convicts  at  their  various  employ- 
ments, to  witness  their  health,  their  cleanliness,  their 
general  cheerfulness,  and  with  very  few  exceptions 
their  willing  industry:  to  learn  from  their  own  lips  the 
manner  in  which  they  are  treated  by  the  Inspectors,  the 
Warden  and  Officers:  to  ascertain  from  them  their  leel- 
ings  towards  those  who  have  the  immediate  care  of 
them,  to  speak  to  ihem  of  their  future  intentions,  and 
in  short  to  inquire  minutely  into  the  whole  efftct  of  the 
system  on  both  body  and  mind.  And  should  the  same 
strict  and  severe  scrutiny  be  made  (if  it  were  possible 
to  obtain  authority  for  that  purpose)  into  the  prisons  of 
our  sister  states,  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  nature  of  the 
impression  that  must  be  left  on  the  mind  of  every  un- 
prejudiced, candid,  intelligent  man;  and  am  bold  to  say 
that  the  result  of  such  a  comparison  would  be  an  award 
in  our  f.avor. 

The   Pennsylvania  system  is  one  of  privations  rather 

than  punishments;  such  it  ceitainly  has  been  during  the 

last  year,  for  very  few  cases  have  occurred  requiring 

of  treatment;  with  an  i  '  '         '     ' 


seventy 
than  at : 


d  number  of  pr 
e  have  had  fewer  cases  of  refractory  conduct, 
at  any  other  period.  This  improvement  I  mainly 
.attribute  to  the  salutary  change  made  in  some  of  the 
under  officers  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  In  all 
institutions  it  is  important  to  h.ave  good  officers,  but  in 
an  estabhshment  where  the  prisoners  are  kept  separate 
and  alone,  particularly  so;  they  have  few  opportunities 
for  conversation  and  when  these  do  occur  they  are  ein- 
braced  with  avidity,  and  the  temper,  morals  and  dispo- 
sition of  those  who  have  almost  the  exclusive  commu- 
nion with  them  must  have  great  influence  on  the 
criminal.      The  improvement  I  have  alluded   to,  has 
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therefore  satisfied  me  that  I  was  right  in  the  changes 
that  I  made. 

There  were  in  the  Penitentiary  on  the  first  of  Janua- 
ry 1834,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  prisoners,  (152 
males  and  2  females)  since  tlien  have  been  received 
118.  Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence  41, — by 
pardon  8,"  and  5  have  died;  leaving  on  the  31st  of 
December  1834,  two  hundred  and  seventeen  males  and 
one  female. 

All  of  the  one  hundred  and  eighteen  received  during 
the  year,  were  males;  seventy-six  are  white  and  forty- 
two  colored. 

Sixteen  -ire  under  20 — sixty-three  from  20  to  30 — 
twenty-two  from  30  to  40—  ten  from  40  to  50 — six  from 
50  to  60 — one  from  60  to  70  years  ot  age. 

Fifty-nine  are  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  four  of  New 
York,  twelve  of  New  Jersey,  eight  of  Delaware,  eight 
of  Maryland,  one  of  New  Hampshire,  one  of  Massachu- 
setts, one  of  M;iine,  three  of  Connecticut,  one  of  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  two  of  Virginia,  one  of  South 
Carolina,  one  of  Ohio,  one  of  Kentucky,  five  of  Eng- 
land, seven  of  Ireland,  two  of  Scotland  and  one  of  Ger- 
many. 

On  the  first  conviction,  ninety-three — on  second, 
twenty — on  third,  four — and  on  fifth,  one. 

Since  the  Penitentiary  has  been  in  operation,  one 
hundred  and  four  prisoners  have  been  discharged;  of 
this  number  only  three  have  returned  to  this  prison  re- 
convicted, two  of  whom  had  served  less  than  one  year, 
and  one  two  years. 

Of  the  number  received  during  the  year,  (118) 
twenty-five  can  neither  read  nor  write — nineteen  can 
read  but  not  write — and  seventy-four  can  read  and 
Nyrite.  Five  were  habitual  drunkards — sixteen  fre- 
quently intoxicated,  seventy-tbree  occasionally  intoxi- 
cated, and  twenty-four  sober,  who  rarely  drank  ardent 
spirits.  Thirteen  were  regularly  bound  and  served 
out  their  apprenticeships — twenty-three  were  appren- 
ticed and  left  their  masters  under  various  pretences — 
and  eighty-two  were  never  apprenticed;  some  lived 
with  their  parents,  and  others  were  hired  out  either  by 
(.heir  friends  or  themselves. 

The  prisoners  were  employed  on  the31st  of  Decem- 
ber as  follows:  shoemaking  department   83;  spinning. 


vere  all  pardoned  by  tl 

ids,  and  not  by  tlie  Inspectors, 


weaving,  dying  and  dressing  yarn  70;  blacksmiths  6; 
carpenters  6;  sewing  6;  wheelwrights  2;  washing  2; 
apothecary  1;  turner  1;  fireman  1;  shuttle-maker  1; 
brush-making  1;  tinman  1;  cook  l;and  35  were  idle, 
some  of  whom  were  sick  and  some  recently  arrived. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  Legislature  of  the  last  year 
would  have  appropriated  a  sum  of  money  as  a  capital  to 
be  invested  in  our  manufacturing  department,  particu- 
larly as  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
who  came  and  examined  into  the  various  branches 
advised  it  in  their  report.  We  have,  and  must  continue 
to  labor  under  serious  loss  and  great  disadvantage  for 
want  of  capital;  and  therefore  caimot  compete  with 
other  institutions  who  have  their  forty,  fifty,  and  some 
upwards  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  capital.  H.ad 
this  grant  been  m,ade,  a  diflTereut  result  in  our  pecunia- 
ry affairs  would  have  been  shown.  It  is  very  desirable 
that  the  Legislature  should  grant  not  only  a  sufficient 
sum  to  enable  us  to  properly  conduct  our  manufactur- 
ing, but  also  to  complete  the  whole  establishment  in 
buildings  and  machinery;  as  the  system  cannot  be  con- 
ducted satisfactorily  until  this  is  done,  and  all  the  work- 
men are  out  of  the  yard. 

We  ha\e  cells  completed  for  311  prisoners.  We 
must  expect  to  receive  from  the  rt-spective  counties  in 
the  Eastern  District  during  the  year  1835,  at  least  140 
prisoners.  It  is  expected  that  the  new  County  Prison 
will  be  finished  and  be  ready  to  receive  prisoners  by 
the  first  of  July,  when  those  in  the  Walnut  street  prison 
sentenced  to  the  County  Prison  will  be  removed  there, 
.and  we  must  be  ready  to  receive  the  remainder.  On 
examination  it  is  found,  that  there  will  be  at  that  date 
162,  who  were  sentenced  under  the  act  of  28th  March 
1831,  and  who  must  upon  the  breaking  up  of  the  Wal- 
nut street  Prison,  be  received  agreeably  to  the  tenor 
of  their  sentences  into  this  Penitentiary.  These  with 
the  140  to  be  received,  and  218  the  number  we  had 
on  the  1st  of  January  1835,  would  give  us  520;  from 
this  must  be  deducted  those  discharged  during  the  year, 
which  will  probably  be  about  100.  and  thus  leave  us  on 
the  1st  Janury  1836,  420  prisoners;  being  109  more 
than  we  have  accommodations  finished  for.  Hence  the 
great  necessity  for  an  early  appropriation  to  enable  us 
to  complete  the  cells. 

Signed, 

SAMUEL  R.  WOOD, 


Warden. 


12th  mo.  31st,  1834- 


PHYSICIAN'S   HEPOllT. 

To  the  Board  of  Inspectors  of  the   Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  Physician  respectfully  presents  his   Annual 
Hepurt  for  1834. 

The  number  of  ca«es  of  ''>-----i;;^;^^;^^,::^^;;S'"'  ^-"-e-  ':^  Itr^^"^!]!:::; 
eralar.ge  proportion  of  febrile  cafes  occurred.     Notwithstanding  the  greater  amount  of  sickness,  the  mortal 


ity  fur  the  year  has  been  moderate. 

The  foliowing  table  gives  a  view  of  the  state  of  health  on  .admission  and  discharge  oi  the  forty-eight  prisoners 


who  left  the  Pe 

iltentiaVy  within  the  year. 

No.  of  Prisoner 

!.  1  State  of  Health  on  Mm 

109 

Affected  with  Syphilis. 

150 

Good. 

195 

Insane. 

156 

Good. 

116 

Affected  with  Syphdis 

160 

Good. 

161 

Good. 

6L 

Good. 

Length  of  confinement.  |  Slate  nf  Health  i 


;  Discharge, 


2  years.  Improvea. 

1  year.  Doubtful- 

2  m-  &  21  days.  Insane. 

1  year.  Good. 

2  years.  Affected  with  Chronic  Cough 
1  year.  Good. 

I     "  Good. 

3  "  Imperfect. 


1835.] 
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Ko-  of  Prisoners.  |  Slate  of  Health  on  Admission.  |  length  of  confinement.  |  Slate  of  Health  on  Discharge. 


124 
172 
162 
193 
104 
130 

re 

187 
36 
189 
135 


136 
87 
190 
227 
273 
243 
78 


95 
141 
213 
140 
103 


Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

Good,  except  Fits. 
Weak  and  imperfect. 
Affected  with  cold  in  the  he.td.' 
Good . 
Imperfect. 
Good. 
Good. 

Subject  to  Rheum.itism. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

Mind  excited  and  incoherent. 
Good. 

Ulcer  on  the  Leg. 
Good.     ' 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

Subject  to  Rheumatism. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 
Good. 

Subject  to  Fits. 
Good. 
Good. 
Imperfect. 

Just  recovered  from  fever- 
Imperfect. 
Good. 
Good. 
Imperfect. 


2  years. 

Good. 

Apparenlly  good. 

2     " 

Good. 

2     " 
1     " 

Deteriorated. 
Good. 

13  months. 
S     " 

Good, 
Good. 

2i  years. 

Insane. 

2     " 

Good. 

Good. 

1     " 

Good. 

4     " 

Good. 

1     " 

Good. 

2     " 

Recovering  from  Fever. 

4     " 

Recovering  from  mild  Fever. 

2     " 

Good. 

1  yr.  &  n 

mont 

.  Mind  same-  AfTd.  with  chronic  dis- 

3  years. 
1  year. 

Good.              [easeof  the  Lungs. 
Affected  with  Scrofula  &  Scurvy. 

8  months. 

Good. 

25  days. 

Good. 

■  5  months. 

Good. 

3yrs.&3 

month.  Good. 

3yrs.&21 

L  days 

i.  Improved. 

2  years. 

Good. 

2     " 

Subject  to  Fits. 

4     " 

Improved. 

1  year. 

Improved. 

3  years. 

Affected  with  slight  temporary 

3     " 

Good.                      [Indisposition. 

2     ■• 

Improved. 

1  year. 

Affected  with  debility. 

2  years. 

Improved. 

3     " 

Improved- 

18  months. 

Improved- 

2  years. 

Good. 

3     '• 

Good. 

18  months. 

Improved. 

3  years. 

Improved. 

3     " 

Improved. 

The  facts  contained  in  the  above  table  shew,  (hat  the  confinement  in  this  Penitentiary  is  not  unfiivorable,  as 
a  general  rule,  to  the  health  of  the  prisoners. 
'Ihe  following  table  presents  a  list  of  the  fatal  cases  which  have  occurred  within  the  year. 

No.  of    I  State  of  Health  on  Mmlssion,  ex-  I  Date  of  Decease.  I  Length  of  con-  I  Disease. 

Prisoners-    \      traded  from  Medical  Journal.      \  \      finement.       \ 


148 
165 
230 
219 


Imperfect.  Visceral  obstructions. 
Good. 
Imperfect- 
Poor,  .iffected  with  Asthma. 
Affected  with  bad  Cough. 


Feb.  13. 

13  months- 

Palsy. 

Aug.  4. 

15 

Pulmonary  Consumption. 

"         " 

6 

Dropsy  of  the  Chest. 

Sept  13. 

81        " 

Remittent  Fever. 

Oct.  25- 

8 

Pulmonary  Consumption. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  four  out  of  the  five  fatal  cases,  occurred  in  prisoners  who  entered  the  Peniten- 
tiary in  a  diseased  state,  and  that  the  deaths  in  all  the  cases  took  place  after  short  periods  of  confinement. 

For  the  number  and  character  of  the  various  cases  which  have  occurred  throughout  the  year,  the  Inspectors 
are  referred  to  the  accompanying  Tabular  View,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  most  sickly  months  for  this 
year  have  been  July,  August,  and  December,  and  the  most  prevalent  diseases,  Fevers,  Affections  of  the  Bow- 
els, Catarrhs,  and  Rheumatism. 

The  average  number  of  prisoners  in  confinement  during  the  year,  has  been  183;  the  deaths  having  been  five, 
gives  the  mortality  for  this  year,  at  two  and  seven-tenths  per  cent. 

The  average  annual  mortality,  deduced  from  the  four    years  ending  with  1833,  as  stated  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port, was  three  and  two-tenths  per  cent.     The  average  of  1834,  being  two  and  seven  tenths  per  cent,  gives  the 
average  mortahty  for  the  five  years  ending  with  1834,  at  two  and  nine-tenths  per  cent. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

FRANKLIN  B.^CIIE,   M    D. 

Physician,  E.  P. 

December  31,  1834. 


*  This  was  the  note  in  the  Medical  Journal  on  Admission;  but  it  has  been  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  thui 
prisoner  behaved  in  an  insane  manner  previous  to  his  conviction. 
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Total  number  of  Prisoners  received  since  the  ad- 
mission of  the  first  prisoner,  Oct.  22,  1829— 
Discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence,  80 

"  by  pardon,  16 

Died,  ...  15 


Leaving,  January  : 


AGES. 

r  20  year.. 

45 

20  to  30, 

169 

30  to  40, 

72 

40  to  50, 

42 

50  to  60, 

14 

60  to  70, 

3 

70  to  80, 

2 

COLOUR. 

While  males,        S 
Coloured  males, 
Coloured  females. 


NATIVES  OF— 

Pennsylvania,  154 

New  jtrsey,  31 

Delaware,  25 

New  York,  22 

Maryland,  22 

Connecticut,  9 

Virginia,  5 

Massachusetts,  3 

South  Carolina,  2 
Oho,                      .     2 

North  Carolina,  1 

Tennessee,  1 

Kentucky,  1 

Rhode  Island,  1 

Carried  up,  279 


NATIVES  OF- 

_ 

Brought  up. 

■279 

Vermont, 

Mississippi, 

1 

New  Hampshire, 

1 

Maine, 

1 

Dist.  of  Columbia 

,    1 

Ireland, 

27 

England, 

15 

Scolland, 

3 

J'rance, 

Germany, 

a 

Holland, 

1 

Switzerland, 

1 

Netherlands, 

1 

Denmark, 

1 

1835.] 
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CRIMES. 

Larceny,  7^9 

Horse  Stealing,  66 

Burglary,  65 

Forgery,  25 

Manslaughter,  13 

Passing  Counterfeit  money,  13 

Murder,  13 

Robbery,  12 

Rape,  4 

Arson,  4 

Assault  and  Battery  with  intent  to  kill,  5 
Assault  and  Battery,intent  to  commit  rape,  3 

Selling  Counterfeit  Money;  2 

Horse  Stealing  and  Larceny,  2 

Perjury,  2 

Highway  Robbery,  2 
Sending  a  challenge  to  fight  with  deadly 

weapons,  1 
Receiving  Stolen  Goods,  1 
Stealing  the  Mail,  1 
Burglary  and  Larceny,  X 
telony,  1 
Subornation  of  Perjury,  1 
Unnatural  Crime,  1 
Robbing  U.  S.  Mail,  1 
Assault  and  Battery,  witli  intent  to  pro- 
duce Abortion,  1 


llABlT! 
habitual  Drunkards, 
frequently  Intoxicated, 
Occasionally  IntoSicatedj 
Sober, 
Uncertain, 


EDUCATION, 
bannot  read  or  wi-ite. 
Can  read  but  not  write, 
tan  read  and  \vrite,* 


337 


NUMBER  OF  CONVICTIONS. 

On  First,  259 

Second,  45 

Third,  20 

Fourth,  6 

Fifth,  3 

Sixth;  4 

t337 


Of  the  whole  number,  there  were  apprenticed 
and  regularly  served  out  their  time, 

Apprenticed  and  left  their  masters  under  va- 
rious pretences. 

Lived  with  their  parents,  or  were  hired  out 
during  their  minority,  (a  very  large  pro- 
portion hired  outj  2 


•  Of  this  class,  1  had  been  educated  at  a  University; 
1  had  a  good  English  Education,  and  is  a  tolerable  La- 
tin and  French  scholar;  1  understands  English,  Dutcli, 
and  Hebrew;  15  have  had  a  good  English  education; 
and  the  remainder  could  but  read  and  write  indiffer- 
ently. 

f  Only  3  of  these  have  been  re-convicted  to  this 
Penitentiary,  all  the  other  convictions  have  been  to 
other  prisons. 

Vol.  XV.  38 


COLUMBIA  AND    PHILADELPHIA    BAIL  WAY. 


Report  of  William  B.  Mit  hell.  Superintendent. 
To  Jamks  Clark,  Esa. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners- 
Sir: — At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  it  was 
considered  merely  possible  to  render  the  first  tnck  of 
the  Columbia  rail  way  passable  by  the  first  day  of  Janua- 
ry last.  The  fears  then  enterlained  were  unfortunately 
realized,  and  the  want  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  iron, 
together  with  the  unfavorable  season  of  the  year  for 
prosecuting  works  of  this  k  nd,  prevenled  the  accom- 
plishment of  my  wishes;  and  it  was  not  until  the  six- 
teenth of  April  that  the  first  track  w.as  in  a  situation  to 
admit  the  public  use  of  it.  Smce  that  time  it  has  been 
in  continual  operation.  The  second  track  was  opened 
on  the  seventh  of  October:  and  all  the  work  connected 
with  the  laying  of  the  tracks  from  Columbia  to  Phila- 
delphia, may  now  be  considered  .as  complete. 

The  only  works  of  consequence  originally  designed, 
and  yet  unfinished,  are  the  depots  and  work-shops  at 
the  two  inclined  planes,  a  collector's  office  at 
Downingtown,  the  connection  with  the  Columbia 
bridge,  and  a  few  farm  bridges.  There  are  some  addi- 
tional works  believed  to  be  necessary,  whicli  are  men- 
tioned in  the  report  of  the  engineer,  and,  if  approved 
by  the  Legislature,  will  require  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  their  construction.  These  are,  side  tracks 
near  the  city  of  Philadelphi.-i,  the  roofing  of  the  inclin- 
ed planes,  and  a  house  and  lot  for  a  collector's  office  in 
Broad  street. 

The  amount  of  business  done  upon  the  rail  way  s;nce 
it  has  been  in  use  has  not  equalled  the  expectations 
which  I  eiitert.ainedin  the  early  part  of  the  year.  The 
causes  which  produced  the  failure  are  obvious,  and 
must  shortly  cease.  After  the  completion  of  the  first 
track,  the  difficulties  experienced  in  usintr  it  were 
great:  The  contractors  who  were  at  woik  on  the 
second  track,  had  no  other  means  of  transporting  their 
materials  but  by  using  the  one  already  completed;  and 
this,  together  with  the  transportinfc  of  iron,  occasion- 
ed so  many  obslrncliohs.  in  the  use  of  a  single  track,  as 
to  deter  many,  who  would  otherwise  have  made  prepa- 
ratioiis  for  operating  upon  it,  from  making  the  attempt 
under  these  discouraging  circumstances.  Another 
reason  operated  to  lessen  the  amount  of  tolls  received: 
after  the  second  track  was  completed,  and  a  portion 
of  the  fall  trade  might  have  been  expected,  a  want  of 
locomotives  on  the  rail  way,  and  a  line  or  lines  of  boats 
from  Columbia  upon  the  cunal,  westward,  confined 
the  operations  upon  the  rail  way  entirely  to  lr:tveUing 
and  the  local  trade  of  the  country  through  which  it 
passes. 

The  doubts  which  have  heretofore  been  entertained 
of  the  practicability  of  using  locomotives  successfully 
iipon  a  rail  way  having  such  high  grades  and  severe 
curves  as  those  on  the  Columbia  road,  have  been  com- 
pletely dispelled;  and  the  limited  experience  which  we 
have  had  in  the  use  of  locomotives,  affords  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  fact  that  they  are  the  only  efficient 
power  which  can  be  employed  on  a  rail  way  adapted 
to  their  use. 

The  structure  of  the  rail  way  itself  may  be  considered 
as  among  the  most  substantial  and  permanent  works 
lofthekindin  the  country.  Several  of  the  bridges, 
however,  having  been  constructed  with  a  view  of  ac- 
I  commodating  horse-power  only,  are  not  so  well  adapted 
for  locomotives  as  is  desirable. 

The  expenses  of  the  post  year  may  be  r.lassed  in  thefullou)- 
ing  manner: 

For  materials  and  workmanship  in  lay- 
ing track  on  sixty  miles  of  rail  way. 


and  grading  at  gap 
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Rail  way  biklges,  69,327 
Road  and  farm  bridges,  7,560 
Stationary  engines  and  buildings,  43, 1 U 
Depots,  10,465 
Collectors'  offices  and  toll  house,  9,520 
Connexion  with  Columbia  bridge,  4,060 
Pence  estimates,  6"2  48 
Water  stations,  2,550  00 
Jobs  and  repairs,  11,539  71 
Engineering,  &c.  35,934  10 
Locomotive  engines,  20,080  04 
Cost:  of  iron,  transportation  and  inci- 
dental expenses,  536,480  35 
Turnouts,  18,145  41 

Expenditures  of  the  past  year,  §1.499,756  58 

Estimates     and     accounts     remaining 

unpaid,  45,000  00 


§1,544,756  58 


Balance  remaining  at  last 

year's  report,  §701,301  33 

Appropriation  of  1834,         804,900  00 


Deficiency,  §38,555 

Ealimnled  expense  for  ensuing  year. 
Eighteen  locoraotive  engines  and"  ten- 
ders, complete,  §113,400  00 
Depots,  work  shops  and  side  tracks,  8,700  00 
Tools  and  machinery,  5,500  00 
Water  stations,  2,550  00 
Sheds  and  stabling,  7,000  00 
Expensts  of  locomotive  and  horse  power,  76,260  00 
Dwellings  for  workmen  at  the  depots,  5,000  00 
Expenses  ofstationary  engines,  10,000  00 
Amount  required   to  complete  works 

now  in  progress,  30,000  00 

For  contingent  and  unforeseen  expenses,  11,170  00 


Deficiency,  38,555  25 

3C8.135  25 
Fuel,  oil,  &c.  for  stationary  engines  In 

stock  for  the  current  year,  1,800  00 

Total  amount  required  to  complete  the 
work  in  progress,  stock  the  road 
with  locomotive  engines,  and  defray 
the  expenses,  for  the  current  year,  306,335  25 

If  it  should  be  deemed  expedient  to  erect  a  collec- 
tor's office  in  Broad  street,  construct  extra  tracks  near 
the  city  of  Philadelphia,  cover  the  inclined  planes,  and 
grade  a  road  from  the  Schuylkill  bridge  to  the  heail  of 
the  plane,  an  additional  sum  of  thirty  five  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars  will  be  required. 

In  the  appropriation  of  last  year,  no  provision  was 
made  for  the  purchase  of  locomotive  engines,  or  for  the 
expense  of  using  the  stationary  and  motive  power. — 
These  expenses  have  been  heavy  and  unavoidable,  and 


together  with  the  repairs  on  the  Easlern  twenty-two 
miles,  up  to  the  first  of  .June,  and  the  cost  of  other  items 
!  which  could  not  huve  been  foreseen  at  the  date  of  the 
I  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Engineer,  make  up  within  a 
small  sum  the  deficiency  of  the  Estimate  which  accom- 
!  panied  my  last  report.  It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  unu- 
sual occurrence,  that  the  estimate  of  an  Engineer  for 
the  expenditure  of  more  than  one  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars,  and  constituted  of  many  items  of  doubtful  cost, 
should  be  found  to  be  within  a  few  thousand  doUars  of 
the  actual  cost  of  tlie  work  when  completed.  The 
revenue  to  be  derived  from  this  improvement  for  the 
current  year,  must  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  upon 
the  prompt  action  of  the  Legisl.iture  in  making  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  purchase  of  Locomotive  engines. — 
Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  most  experi- 
enced engine  builders  in  this  country,  for  six  engines 
by  the  first  of  March  next,  and  four  others  are  expect- 
ed from  England  in  the  course  of  the  winter.  These 
will  be  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  spring  trade,  and 
develope  the  advantages  which  will  result  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, from  the  construction  of  this  rail  way; 
should  the  Legislature  fail  to  make  prompt  provision 
for  the  engines,  as  they  are  turned  out  of  the  work- 
shops, it  will  have  the  effect  ot  checking  the  opera- 
tions of  those  concerned  in  building  them — for  although 
experience  has  convinced  us  that  we  have  mechanics 
I  at  Lome  who  can  make  an  engine  equal,  if  not  superior 
I  to  those  brought  from  abroad,  and  at  as  cheap  a  rate; 
1  yet  they  have  not  capital  to  expend  in  the  conslructioi> 
I  of  a  number  of  these  expensive  machines,  without 
I  meeting  a  cash  market  for  them  as  soon  as  they 
are  delivered.  It  is  therefore  a  matter  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  interest  of  the  State,  that  provision 
!  he  made  at  as  early  a  period  of  the  session  as  practlca- 
]  hie,  for  the  payment  of  locomotives  as  fast  as  they  can 
'■  be  constructed;  and  as  evidence  of  the  necessity  of  this 
I  measure,  I  can  assert  the  fact  that  if  we  had  now  the 
i  means  of  transporting  all  of  the  local  trade  which  re- 
;  quires  to  be  sent  to  market,  tlie  amount  of  tolls  on  this 
I  rail  way  would  be  trebled.  Hence  the  necessity  of 
providing  in  due  time  for  the  spring  trade  upon  the 
Canals.  If  this  trade  is  promptly  met  at  the  opening 
of  the  Canals,  there  can  be  bat  Uttle  doubt  that  the  tolls 
,  which  wdl  be  received  in  the  current  year,  will  remu- 
1  nevate  the  Commonwealth  for  the  payment  of  interest 
i  on  the  amount  expended  in  constructing  the  rail  way, 
in  addition  to  the  benefits  conferred  upon  the  commu- 
j  nity  by  the  increased  facilities  of  traveUing  and  trans- 
portation. The  favorable  locality  of  the  Columbia 
rail  way,  by  which  the  greater  portion  of  the  trade  to- 
and  from  the  west,  carried  upon  the  Slate  Canals, 
must  pass  over  it,  can  scarcely  fail  in  a  short  time,  of 
i  making  it  one  of  the  most  productive  improvements  in' 
.  the  Slate. 

]  The  annexed  tables,  and  the  report  of  the  engi- 
neer, will  exhibit  the  operations  of  the  past  year  ia 
detail. 

Itespectfully  submitted, 

W.  B.  MITCHELL, 
Superintendent  Columbia  rail  way. 
iv  Office,  1 

th,  1334.  S 


Lancaster,  Nov.  12 


Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail  way. 
Cuntractors.  Kindofwork.  Amount  estimated. 

William  M'Connell,  •      Turnouts,  §22,462  26 

Waters  &  North,  Water  stations,  5,500  00 


Amount  paid  within  current  year. 
18,145  41 
2,550  O'O. 
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Robert  Strain, 

Jobs  &  Repairs, 

6,136  08 

John  Pugh, 

do            do 

2,785  05 

•rliomas  Wallace, 

do            do 

1,312  85 

William  North, 

do            do 

1,305  73 
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6,136  08 
2,785  OS 
1,312  85 
1,305  73 

811.539  71 


A.  &  G.  Ralston,  paid  lliem  for  rail  wn 
Paid  sundry  persons  for  iriinsporlinif  i 
Sundry  persons  i'or  castings, 
Repairing  engines  and  tenders. 
Canvass,  lumber,  and  other  materials. 


Fuel,  oil,  &.C.  for  locomotive  and  stationary  engines. 
Ropes  for  inclined  planes,     ..... 
La>ing  track  near  Sclmylkill  bridge,  swivels,  and  other  mechanical  jobs. 
Rent  of  warehouses,  offices,  storing  iron,  printing-,  stationary,  &c. 
Cars,  and  tools  for  workshops,       .... 
Paid  for  locomotive  engines,  .  .  ;  . 

Engineering,  and  incidental  expenses, 


§592,494  49J 


Report  of  E.  F.  Cjay,  Engineer. 
Etigincer  Department, 

Lancaster,  Nov.  7tlt  1834. 
To  Wm.  B.  Mitchell,  Esa. 

Superintendent  of  the  Columbia 

and  Pliiladelpltia  rail  way. 

Sir — In  presenting  you  my  second  annual  report  on 
the  situation  of  the  Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail  way, 
it  affords  me  great  pleasure  that  1  am  able  to  congratu- 
late )ou  on  the  successful  completion  of  both  the  main 
tracks  within  the  past  year.  The  first  track  was  opened 
for  public  use  on  the  16th  of  April,  and  the  second  on 
the  7th  of  October. 

As.some  work  remains  to  be  done  on  the  line,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  trade,  and  as  steam  has  been 
adopted  as  the  principal  motive  power,  I  propose  in 
this  report  to  refer,  first,  to  the  construction  of  the 
rail  way,  and,  secondly,  to  the  motive  power. 
CONSTRUCTION. 

The  only  works  at  present  in  progress,  and  necessary 
to  complete  the  rail  way,  are — a  double  track  along 
the  east  side  of  the  Columbia  basin;  some  embankment 
and  track  to  connect  with  the  river  bridge  at  Columbia; 
a  collector's  office  at  Downingtown,  with  addition  to 
the  office  at  Lancaster;  three  pair  of  weigli  scales;  two 
bridges,  and  a  jysteni  of  turnouts  and  sidings:  all  of 
which  (the  collector's  office  at  Downingtown  excepted) 
will  probably  be  completed  by  the  latter  end  of  next 
month  (necemlier.) 

A  public  siding,  about  one  thousand  feet  in  length, 
is  much  wanted  on  each  side  of  the  main  line,  extend- 
ing west  from  Broad  street,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
for  the  accommodation  of  individuals  who  are  desiious 
of  intersecting  the  road  with  lateral  tracks.  Applica- 
tions are  frequently  being  made  lor  permission  to  put  in 
turnouts  near  the  city;  and  unless  the  siding  above 
alluded  to  shall  be  constructed  by  the  State,  the  fre- 
quency of  the  luru'iut  castings,  placed  in  the  mvim  track 
by  individuals,  will  prove  a  fruitful  source  of  annoy- 
ance to  the  regular  travelling,  as  well  as  destruction  to 
car  wheels. 

In  consequence  of  a  heavy  expense  having  been  in- 
curred by  the  state,  in  the  construction  of  a  carriage- 
way connected  with  the  Schuylkill  viaduct,  I   would 


recommend  that  a  road  should  be  extended  parallel  to 
the  rail  way,  from  the  west  end  of  the  bridge  to  the 
tt-^ad  of  the  inclined  plane.  By  this  improvement,  the 
populous  district  of  country  adjacent  to  the  head  of  the 
plane  would  have  opened  for  its  accommodation  the 
nearest  road  to  Philadelphia,  and  the  bridge  would, 
without  doubt,  soon  become  a  valuable  source  of  re- 
venue. 

I  would  also  recommend  the  construction  of  sheds  to 
cover  the  entire  length  of  the  Schuylkill  and  Columbia 
planes,  which  would  add  materially  to  the  durability  of 
the  ropes,  would  ensure  greater  regularity  in  passing 
the  planes  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  would  render  the 
signals  used  more  certain,  and  would  afford  additional 
safety  to  the  multitude  of  passengers  that  travel  the  road, 
the  number  of  wiiich  is  daily  increasing. 

The  estimated  cost  of  two  sheds  is  §25,000.  The 
usual  durability  of  ropes  on  inclined  planes,  when  ex- 
posed to  the  weather,  averiiges  about  o?!e  year.  If  the 
planes  are  covered,  the  ropes  may  be  safely  trusted  for 
•wo  ye.irs.  ■  This  being  the  case,  the  subject,  in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view,  would  stand  as  follows: 
Present    annual    cost  of   ropes  for  two 

planes,  §3,300  00 

Estimated  cost,  with  sheds,  1,650  00 


Annual  diflTerence, 

Interest  on  sheds  at  six  per  cent. 


Cost  in  favor  of  sheds. 


§1,650  00 
1,500  00 


,S150  00 


There  being  but  two  planes  on  this  I'.ail  way,  the  im- 
mense amount  of  trade  and  travel,  that  may  reasonably 
be  expected  on  it,  would  seem  to  require  that  every  fa- 
cility should  be  afforded,  for   a  safe  and  easy  transit, 
lich  circumstances  will  allow  of. 

The  present  residence  of  the  collector  at  Philadel- 
phia having  been  erected  with  a   view  of  accommoda- 
a   weigh-master,  and  as  the  appointment  of  that 
officer  will  soon  be  necessary,  I  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  making  arrangements  for  the  permanent  loca- 
II   of   the  collector's   office  in   Broad  street.     This 
eet  is  admirably  calculated  lor  the  accommodation  of 
extensive  rail  way  business;  and  as  the  principal  de- 
pots for  trade  are,  and  probably  will  be  for  several  years, 
to  come,  erected  on  it,  the  contiguity  of  the  colleclor's 
office  would  materially  facilitate  the  trans.action  of  busi- 
ness, and  ensure  regularity  in  the  starting  of  the  trains. 
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Should  the  cost  of  the  woik  under  contract  be 
found  to  exceed  the  estimate  of  last  jeio-,  it  is  «holl> 
attribuiable  to  an  nncxpected  increase  in  (he  difficul- 
ties at  the  gap  section,  which  were  met  with  subsequent 
to  my  last  report;  to  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  dis- 
tant springs  for  an  additional  supply  of  water  for  the 
Schuylkill  stationary  engine;  to  a  change  in  the  loca- 
tion and  plan  of  connection  with  the  Columbia  bridge, 
and  to  the  extra  cost  of  hauhng  a  large  portion  of  the 
rail  way  iron  with  horses,  instead  of  locomotive  en- 
gines, as  had  been  anticipated  in  my  former  estimate. 

The  following  estimate  comprises  the  amount  of  work 
in  progress  and  necessary  to  finish  the  line: 
Extension   of  double  track  of  rail    way 

along  east  side  o[  the  Columbia  basin, 

inclusive  of  grading  street,  putting  in 

swivels,  and  completing  the  connection 

with  the  Columbia  bridge,  g  r,700  00 

■yurnouts  and  sidings,  11,950  00 

Weigh  scales  and  collector's  offices,  3,100  00 

Farm  bridges  and  fencing,  2,250  00 

S25j000  GO 
5,000  00 


gSO.OOO  00 


Add  for  contingent  expenses, 

Amount  required. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the   works  recom- 
STiended  in  the  preceding  report,  but  not  in  progress: 
Sidings,  west  of  Broad  street,  (double 

■  track,j  S  2,100  GO 
Bead  from  Schuylkill  bridge  to  head  of 

■  plane,  2,500  00 
Covering  two  inclined  planes,  25,000  00 
Collector's  office  in  Broad  street,  Phila- 

'  delphja,  6,000  00 


S3S,600  00 


Motive  Power. 

In  reference  to  this  subject,!  have  to  inform  you,  that 
the  experience  of  the  past  year  has  proven  the  senti- 
ments expressed  in  my  last  annual  report  to  be  cm-reel, 
in  almost  every  particular. 

The  trade  on  this  road  cannot  possibly  be  accom- 
plished by  a  promiscuous  use  of  horses,  as  no  system  of 
regulations  can  be  enforced,  so  as  to  prevent  the  Te- 
peated  and  vexatious  interruptions  consequent  upon 
travelling  on  a  rail  way,  with  horses,  at  different  de- 
grees of  velocity,  to  suit  the  different  interests  of  indi- 
viduals using  it.  And  1  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting, 
tliat  the  plan  proposed  in  my  last  report,  viz:  "  Steam 
as  a  motive  power,  furnished  by  the  Commonwealth, 
allowing  individuals  to  furnish  cars,  and  attach  to  the 
engine  under  proper  regulations,"  will  be  foimd  the 
only  effectual  one  to  accommodate  the  wi^nts  of  the 
public. 

Of  the  fifteen  engines  authorized  to  be  procured  for 
the  road  by  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Com- 
missioners, two  have  been  completed,  viz:  The  "Lan- 
caster," and  "  Columbia,"  and  are  in  daily  use. 

The  engine  "Lancaster,"  was  placed  on  the  road 
and  commenced  running  on  the  28th  of  June,  since 
which  time,  it  has  hauled  a  large  portion  of  the  iron  re- 
quired for  the  second  track,  and  has  latterly  been  em-, 
ployed  in  the  transport.ation  of  freight. 

The  trips  of  this  engine  have  be-en  performed  with 
great  regularity,  seldom  being  detained,  except  by  re- 
pairs necessary  to  the  tenders  or  train. — The  very  few 
accidents  which  have  occurred,  were  not  of  a  se- 
rious nature,  and  are  wholly  attributable  to  the  use  of 
a  single  track,  and  to  other  causes  which  will  be  entire- 
ly removed  whenever  the  horses  are  withdrawn  from 
the  line,  and  steam  being  alone  used,  shall  travel  in  op- 
posite directions,  on  separate  tracks. 

The  engine  "Columbia,"  co;nmeiiced  running  on  the 


10th  of  Septem''er,  and  although  it  did  not  at  first  ap- 
pear as  perfect  as  was  desired,  yet  it  is  now  in  excel- 
lent order,  and  its  performance  is  highly  satisfactory; 
indeed  these  engines  are  justly  considered  superior  and 
beautiful  specimens  of  mechanism,  and  reflect  great 
credit  on  the  ingenious  mechanic  (M.  W.  Baldwin, 
Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,)  who  constructed  them.  They 
are  each  supported  on  six  wheels,  which  is  found  to  be 
the  only  arrangement  that  will  enable  a  locomotive  en- 
gine to  overcome  the  severe  curves,  connected  with 
the  high  grades  upon  this  road,  without  injury  to  the 
engine  or  rail  way.  A  third  engine  is  expected  from 
the  establishment  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  during  the  present 
month,  and  three  others,  within  the  next  three  ensuing 
months 

Four  engines  from  the  establishment  of  Mr.  Stephen- 
son (Kngland,)  are  engaged  to  be  on  the  road  on  or  he- 
fore  the  1st  of  March  next,  and  also  two  from  the 
Messrs.  Sellers  of  Philadelphia,  about  the  same  time; 
in  all  10  engines,  (in  addition  to  the  two  on  the  road,) 
are  in  preparation  to  be  ready  for  running  on  the  road, 
on  or  about  the  Ist  of  March  next.  The  balance  to  be 
finished  by  the  1st  of  June- 

As  all  the  engines  preparing  for  the  road  are  design- 
ed to  be  of  the  same  class,  the  following  statement  oi 
the  capacity  of  the  "  Lancaster,"  may  be  applied  to 
the  others. 

Weight  of  the  engine,  eight  tons;  capable  of  drawing 
thirty-six  tons  exclusive  of  cars,  say  fifty-six  tons  gross. 
Amount  taken  at  each  load  limited  at  thii'ty  tons,  op 
about  forty-eight  tons  gross.  Hunning  time,  between 
the  inclined  planes,  (seventy-seven  miles,)  with  the 
above  loads,  eight  hours,  including  stoppages. 

Expenses  of  one  (rip- 
20  bushels  of  coke,  at  20  cents,  $i  Oft 

lij  cords  of  wood  at  $4,  6  00 

Engineer  and  attendants,  4  00 

Oil,  60 

Total,  S14  60 

If  to  the  above  is  added  the  estimated  va- 
lue of  horse  power  to  and  from  the  foot  of 
the  planes,and  attendance  at  water  stations,        2  40 

The  actual  expense  of  motive  power  for  a  train 
of  cars  from  Columbia  to  Philadelphia,  will 
stand  Sir  00 

Annexed  is  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  sta- 
tionary engines  and  attendance  at  the  inclined  planes: 


Schuylkill  Plane. 

Anthracite  coal,  Ij  tons  per  day,  $6  25 

Wood,  1-6  of  a  cord             "  "0 

Oil  and  attendants^                "  9  05 


Columbia  Plane. 

Anthracite  cord,  one  ton  per  day,  $5  00 

Wood,  1-7  of  a  cord             "  55 

Oil  and  attendants                 "  7  95 


Expenses  ot  both  planes,  §29  50 

Extensive  arrangements  are  now  being  made  along 
the  line  by  individuals,  who  purpose  to  make  an  active 
use  of  the  road  during  the  ensuing  year;  and  when  the 
local  trade  of  the  populous  and  fertile  country  through 
which  this  rail  way  passes,  together  with  the  great  in- 
crease of  travelling,  and  the  immense  amount  of  trans- 
portation between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg  are  ta- 
ken into  consideration,  it  must  appear  obvious  that 
preparations  for  motive  power  to  accommodate  the  ex- 
tensive business  anticipated,  should  be  made  with  the 
least  possible  del.ay,  and  that  to  a  free  and  perfect  use 
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of  the  road,  such  preparations  should  always  be  in  ad- 
vance of  real  want. 

With  this  view  of  tlie  subject,  I  have  estimated  twen- 
ty locomotive  enRines  as  being  requisite  to  accommo- 
date the  trade  and  travel  for  the  ensuing'  year,  (1835.) 
The  arrangement  of  their  occupation  will  vary  accord- 
ing to  circumstances,  but  will  probably  be  nearly  as 
follows: 

The  whole  number  of  engines,  20 

Engaged  in  hauling  western  trade,  8 

Do.  do.  passengers,  4 

Do.  do.  local  trade,  3 

—     15 

Engines  on  hand  to  supply  deficiencies,  5 

The  depots  and  workshops  at  the  Schuylkill  and  Co- 
lumbia inclined  plartes,  and  the  water  stations  along  the 
line,  are  all  in  a  forward  condition,  and  will  be  finished 
early  in  December.  The  cost  of  the  depots  will  be  in- 
creased beyond  tlie  estim-ite  of  last  year.in  consequence 
of  their  having  been  constructed  fire  proof,  and  enlarg- 
ed so  as  to  accommodate  a  greater  number  of  engines 
than  was  Men  contemplated.  The  number  of  water 
stations  has  also  been  increased,  to  suit  the  wants  of  the 
engines. 

I  would  here  remark,  that  the  plan  suggested  in  my 
report  of  the  last  year,  viz:  "  that  individuals  using  (he 
road  should  make  their  own  arrangements  for  taking 
their  cars  to  and  from  the  foot  of  the  planes,"  has  been 
found,  by  the  experience  of  the  past  season,  to  be  de- 
feptivej  as  all  persons  who  casually  use  the  road,  and 
pannot  therefore  aflford  to  keep  horses  at  each  end  of 
the  line,  are  left  at  the  foot  of  the  planes  with- 
out the  means  of  proceeding  further,  which  pro- 
duces delays  that  interfere  seriously  with  the  regulari- 
ty necessary  to  be  observed  in  the  passage  of  the  trains. 
To  remedy  this  difficult}',  engagements  have  been 
made  with  individuals.on  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth, 
to  furnish  horses  and  haul  to  and  from  the  foot  of  the 
planes,  all  the  cars  which  form  the  trains  of  the  en- 
gines. 

This  plan  has  been  in  operation  since  the  20th  Sep- 
tember, and  is  found  fully  to  answer  the  purpose  de- 
sired. Owing  to  the  limited  number  of  cars  now  con- 
veyed, as  forming  but  the  single  train  of  an  engine 
each  way  per  day,  no  price  has  yet  been  fixed  on  for 
the  labour  of  the  horses;  neither  can  any  arrangement 
be  satisfactorily  made  until  locomotive  engines  are  ex- 
clusively used  between  the  inclined  planes,  when  the 
entire  use  of  the  road  may  be  reduced  to  a  correct,  and, 
I  may  add,  perfect  system. 

The  erection  of  stables  at  the  foot  of  the  inclined 
planes  and  each  extremity  of  the  line,  and  also  sheds 
at  four  different  points  on  the  road,  for  the  reception 
of  engines  with  their  trains  stopping  overnight,  to- 
gether with  a  building  for  the  accommodation  of  a 
spare  engine  at  Parke's  station,  (being  a  central  posi- 
tion,) are  considered  indispensably  necessary,  and  ac- 
cordingly included  in  the  estimate. 

The  following  is  an  estimate  of  the  amount  required 
to  furnish  the  motive  power,  (exclusive  of  engines  de- 
livered and  work  done,)  together  with  its  expenses  for 
the  ensuing  year: 

Eighteen  locomotive  engines  and  tenders, 

complete,  at  $6,300  each,  §113,400  00 


Add  for  contingent  and  unforeseen  ex- 
penses. 


Amount  required  for  motive  power, 
Add  amount  required  for  construction, 


Whole  amount  required  to  finish, 


$269,580  00 


Should  the  collector's  office  and  siding  at 
liroad  street,  covering  the  planes  and 
making  the  road  along  side  be  author- 
ized, the  amount  required  will  be  $305,180  00 


Notwithstanding  the  large  amount  required  to  stock 
this  road,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  if  earlt/  ar- 
rangements should  be  made  to  iiieet  the  wants  of  the 
public,  the  value  of  the  railway,  as  a  source  of  reve- 
nue, will  fully  realize  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
of  its  friends. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

EDW.  F.  GAY,  Engineer, 


Depots,  workshops  and  side  tracks. 

Tools  and  machinery, 

Water  stations. 

Sheds  and  stabling. 

Expenses  of  locomotive  and  horse  power. 

Dwellings  for  workmen  at  the  depots, 

Expenses  of  stationary  engines. 


3,700  00 
5,500  00 
2,550  00 
7,000  00 

76,260  00 
5,000  00 

10,000  00 


1835,  April  1, 
1834,      '■     " 
1833,      "     " 
1832,     "     " 
1831,      "     " 

1825,  April  1, 
1834,      "     •' 
1833,      "     " 
1832,      "     " 
1831,      "     •' 

Due  to  Bank. 
2,421,354  90 
Due  to  Bank. 
2,255,090  76 
Due  to  Bank. 
3,942,019  53 
Due  by  Bank. 
1,687,565  79 
Due  to  Bank. 
180,339  85 

Loans. 

37,173,747  75 
36,130,141  96 
41,574,206  29 
48,449,592  95 
43,742,458  32  _ 

Funds  in  Europe. 

16,448,814  86 

10.180.608  70 
9,001,661  93 
7,029,310  61 

12.485.609  61 

Bills. 

22,926,468  96 
18,676,675  66 
22.749,723  50 
21,481,100  50 
14,725,923  30 

Specie. 

20,544,735  90 
17,521,264  39 
18,033,205  40 
21,360,465  00 
18,238,492  00 

60,100,216  71 
54,806,817  62 
64.323,929  79 
69,930,693  54 
58,468,380.62 

Nett  Circulation. 

t    n 


228,410  00 


PENNSYLVANIA  AND  OHIO  CANAL. 

The  Directors  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  observe  with 
great  satisfaction,  that  books  are  to  be  opened  in  this 
city,  on  the  2rth  instant,  for  subscriptions  to  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Canal  Company, 
under  the  very  liberal  charter  granted  by  the  two 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the  great  Canals 
of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  by  a  canal  along  the  Valley 
of  the  Mahoning  to  intersect  the  Ohio  C.'vnal.  at  or  near 
Akron.  A  work  which  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  since  its  organization,  and  which, 
on  several  occasions,  they  have  urged  upon  the  atten- 
tion of  our  Legislature  and  citizens,  as  an  improvement 
of  vital  importance  to  the  Slate  and  City.     And  now 
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that  the  construction  of  this  valuable  improvement  is 
placed  within  our  power,  the  Board  would  again  press 
its  claims  upon  the  attention  of  the  Commercial  and 
landed  interests  of  our  city,  and  upon  all  who  desire 
to  secure  to  Pennsylvania  and  Philadelphia,  the  trade 
of  Ohio,  the  Upper  Lakes,  and  the  Illinois  and  Indiana 
Canals,  which  lead  to  these  Lakes.     Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Directors  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
continue  to  entertain  undiminished  confidence  in  the 
advantages  of  a  connection  with  the  Ohio  Canal,  by  the 
route  of  the  Mahoning  Valley,  and  of  the  important 
benefits  which  must  result  to  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  our  State  and  City. 

Hesolved,  Tliat  this  Board  recommend  to  their  fel- 
low citizens,  to  secure  the  speedy  construction  of  the 
said  Canal, by  prompl*  filling  up  the  stock  on  the  open- 
ing of  the  books. 

THOS.   P.   COPE,   President. 

J.   M.   Wright,  Secrttury. 
April  25. 

SELF  ACTING  SAFETY  BRAKE  FOR  CARS  AND 
COACHES  ON  RAIL  ROADS. 
Tills  is  a  brake  constructed  on  a  new  plan,  intended 
to  afford  additional  security  to  rail  road  travelling,  by 
Mr.  John  K.  Smith  of  Port  Clinton.  We  have  had,  in 
our  office  for  a  day  or  two,  a  beautiful  model  as  well  of 
the  Brake  afolei^aid,  :is  ofa  Rail  lioad  Car,  to  the  front 
part  of  which  a  Brake  is  also  attached,  intended 
to  take  efiect  immediately  upon  collision.  Both  the 
Car  and  Brake  are  very  handsome  specimens  of  mech- 
anism and  reflect  credit  on  the  artificers,  Messrs.  Boi- 
ler &.  Bargontz,  of  Hamburg,  Berks  county.  "An  ex- 
amination ot  the  model  of  the  Safety  Brake,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Smith,  shows  that  when  the  impelling  ma- 
chine is  impeded  either  by  design  or  accident,  the  cars 
will  follow  one  another,  untd  all  the  Brakes  in  the  train 
take  efiect — by  a  close  examination  it  will  be  seen  that 
before  the  cars  come  in  contact,  the  Brakes  must  take 
effect  on  the  wheels,  aul,  tlierefore  only  in  cases  of 
very  great  velocity,  and  sudden  stoppages,  the  cars 
can  strike  with  any  great  force  .\gainst  each  other." — 
The  aforesaid  models  will  shortly,  we  understand,  be 
exhibited  at  the  Philadel|.liia  Exchange.  We  do  not 
profess  to  be  competent  to  expre-s  any  opinion  con- 
cerning the  merits  of  these  inventions — they  will  be 
submitted  to  the  public,  who  will  then  be  en.abled  to 
judge  of  their  advantages. — Miners'  Journal,  May  2. 

BANK  DIVIDENDS. 

The  Dividends  of  the  Banks  for  the  last  six  months 
are  unusually  heavy.  We  subjoin  an  account  of  them, 
as  far  as  they  have  been  received.  We  ought  perhaps 
to  mention,  that  only  a  part  of  the  banks  make  divi- 
dends in  May  and  November;  the  others  generally 
divide  in  January  and  July. 
Mechanicb'  Bank, 


Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank, 


1  per  cent. 


Commercial 

do 

Girard 

do 

Kensington, 

do 

South  wark 

do 

Schuylkill 

do 

Western 

do 

Manufac.  &  Mechanics- 

do 

Northern  Liberties 

do 

Philadelphia 

do 

Farmers'  (Bristol) 

do 

Frankford  and  Bristol  Road, 

§1  pp.  share. 
U.  S.  Gazette. 

MiLTOu  May  2. 
Snow. — On  Monday  night  and  Tuesday  morning  we 
had  a  considerable  fall  of  sn^w.  It  lay  upon  the 
ground  in  this  quarter  about  2^  inclies  deep — and  in 
the  Muncy  hills,  we  are  told,  it  lay  six  inches  deep. — 
We  have  now  great  fears  for  the  liltlc  pro'pect  we  had 
of  fruit. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
PUOCEEDINGS  OF  COUNCILS. 

Thunday  Evening,   Jpril30th,  1835. 
SELECT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Price,  from  the  committee  on  public  clocks, 
made  the  annexed  report,  the  resolution  attached  to 
which  was  adopted,  and  concurred  in  by  Common 
Council. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils. 

The  special  committee  on  City  Observatory  and 
public  Clocks,  request  leave  to  submit  their  third  re- 
port: 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Common  Cou'iicil  the  commit- 
tee IS  required  to  inquire  and  report  upon  the  cost  of  an 
Observatory,  and  also  the  right  of  the  City  to  occupy 
any  of  the  public  squares  for  this  purpose. 

In  respect  to  the  cost  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  it  would  vary  from  2  to  gjOOO,  much  depending 
upon  the  disposition  of  the  committee,  as  to  making  it 
an  ornament  to  the  square;  but  utility  and  beauty  could 
both  be  combined  for  §3000.  The  principle  expense 
will  be,  the  clock,  transit  and  other  instruments,  the  cost 
of  which  will  vary  from  3  to  S7000,  the  largest  sum  to 
render  them  very  complete.  The  whole  object  may 
be  accomphshed  for  S5000  and  the  extreme  cost  can- 
not exceed  §10,000,  so  that  with  the  Philosophical  So- 
ciety paying  one  half,  this  highly  important  and  useful 
object  can  be  obtained  for  from  §2500  to  5000  expen- 
diture from  the  city  Treasury.  For  the  economical  and 
useful  expenditure  of  the  money,  the  corporation  has  a 
certain  guarantee  in  its  being  done  under  the  direction 
of  the  large  committee  on  public  squares;  and  in  the 
proportion  to  be  paid  by  the  Philosophical  Society, 
being  the  voluntary  donations  of  its  members. 

Your  committee  had  supposed  that  even  a  doubt 
could  not  have  arisen  as  to  the  right  of  the  City  to  oc- 
cupy one  of  its  public  squares,  with  so  valuable  an  ob' 
ject.  As  well  might  a  question  arise  as  to  its  right  to 
plant  trees  and  put  boxes  around  them,  or  to  place  fire 
plugs  within  the  limits.  The  city  having  an  undoubted 
righs  to  the  land,  both  by  title  and  possession;  whatev- 
er is  placed  thereon  as  a  permanent  building  becomes 
its  property,  and  could  only  be  removed  as  a  public 
nuisance,  which  is  the  direct  opposite  of  an  Astronomi- 
cal Observatory,  it  being  a  public  benefit.  A  quibble 
may  be  raised  on  any  title,  as  to  the  rights  and  powers 
of  the  corporation,  which  may  be  brought  to  bear  in 
order  to  defeat  the  most  desirable  and  important  ob- 
ject; but  your  committee  would  suppose,  that  after 
granting  the  right  to  erect  a  monument  in  Washington 
square  and  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone  thereof,  the 
question  would  not  now  be  started  .as  to  the  right  of 
erecting  an  Observatory,  built  probably  of  the  same 
material  as  the  monument  will  be,  of  equal  foundations 
and  »?o<  of  as  large  dimensions. 

Your  committee  have  also  had  referred  to  them,  a  re- 
vocation from  four  watch  makers,  of  their  former  docu- 
ment in  relation  to  the  Observatory,  and  cannot  but 
regret  that  after  having  had  this  subject  under  their 
care,  by  ordinance  since  1833,  without  accomplishing 
any  beneficial  advantage  to  the  City  time;  that  such  a 
mode  should  have  been  adopted  to'  defeat  an  object 
which  n\ust  furnish  special  advantage  to  their  mechani- 
cal business.  In  justice  to  your  committee  it  is  right  to 
say,  that  in  the  progress  of  this  matter,  a  particular  re- 
gard has  been  had  to  the  convenience  and  accommoda- 
tion of  the  watchmakers,  as  is  shown  by  the  second 
section  of  the  ordinance  reported.  However,  your 
committee  uiulerstand  that  the  main  objection  to  the 
Rittenhouse  square,  arises  from  an  apprehension  that 
time  could  not  be  transferred  with  sufficient  accuracy 
from  that  location  to  their  stores.  It  has  always  been 
contemplated  that  the  person  having  charge  of  the 
public  clocks,  or  the  city  Astronomer  should  obtain  the 
time  by  one  or  both  of  two  methods,  which  we  do  not 
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hesilale  to  aver  would  insure  the  requisite  accuracy — 
By  signal  from  the  Observatory  to  be  maile  at  a  stated 
time  after  meredian,  and  which  might  be  observed 
with  a  common  telescope  by  any  watch-maker  who 
choose  to  look  for  it,  but  which  it  would  be  the  duty  of 
the  individuals  before  named  to  observe,  in  order  to 
rate  an  astronomical  clock  conveniently  situated  tor  ac- 
cess by  the  watch  makers;  not  by  a  common  watch  or 
ordinary  chronometer,  such  as  an  individual  might  find 
himself  obliged  to  use  to  get  the  time  from  any  part  of 
the  city  to  his  shop;  but  by  a  chronometer  such  as  has 
been  made  over  and  over  again,  and  which  it  would  be 
in  the  power  of  the  committee  to  procure  with  the  re- 
quisite funds. 

Your  committee  would  further  observe,  that  it  was 
the  decided  opinion  of  one  of  our  scientific  fellow  citi- 
zens that  the  Observatory  should  be  several  miles  from 
the  city;  and  further,  that  the  London  time  is  obtained 
from  the  Koyid  Observatory  located  at  Greenwich,  five 
miles  below  London  bridge,and  from  whence  the  Eng- 
lish and  Americaji  mariners  reckon  their  longitude 

Your  committee  think,  that  the  objections  of  tlie  watch- 
makers to  a  location  in  Rittenhouse  square  falls 
to  the  ground,  and  therefore  offer  the  following  reso- 

That  the  committee   be   discharged  from   the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subjects  last  referred  to  them. 
RICHAHU  PUICE,   Chairman. 
ISAAC  ROACH, 
PETER  WRIGHT, 
HENRY  S.    WILLIAMS, 
JOHN  RODMAN  PAUL, 
DENNIS   M'CUEEUY. 
Pliilad.  4th  mo.  30,  1S35. 


Deduct  amount  of  deposits 
returned  and  interest  paid 
depositors. 

Balance  of  profit  and  loss. 


53,06r  45 
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1,066  20 


Sr3,52r  67 
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SAVING  FUND   SOCIETY. 
Report  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  Kensington  and  Spring 

Garden  Saving  Fund  Societi/. 
Read,  January  5,  1835. 
To  JiMEs  Thompsox,  Esa. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Fennsylvania. 

Sir:— In  conformity  to  an  act  of  the  General  Asserii- 
bly  passed  the  eighth  day  of  April,  1833,  incorpora- 
ting the  Northern  Liberties,  Kensington  and  Spring 
Garden  Saving  Fund  society,  and  lor  other  purposes,! 
herewith  transmit  a  statement  of  the  number  of  deposi- 
tors from  the  books  of  the  said  society,  from  the  20th 
day  of  May,  1S33,  to  the  first  Monday  of  November, 
1834,  to  wit: 

Whole  number  of  depositors,  four  hundred  and 
eleven,  of  whom  there  are — 

Nineteen  not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Thirty-nine  from  len  to  twenty  dollars. 

Sixty-three  from  twenty  to  fifty  dollars. 

Seventy-seven  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  dollars- 

Eighty-two  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  dollars. 

Fifty-five  from  two  hundred  to  three  hundred  dollars. 

Seventy-six  from  three  hundred  to  five  hundred  dolls. 
WM.   WAGNER,  President. 
JONA.  TOWNSEND,  Treasurer. 

Philad.  Dec.  17th,  1834. 

Statement  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  Kensington  and 
Spring  Garden  Saving  Fund  Societi/,  to  the  Isi  of 
N^ovember,  1834. 

DR. 

To  amount  received  from 

depositors,  $124,636  SO 

Amount  of  interest  allowed 

depositors,  892  12 


By  the  following  investments,  to  wit: 

In  bonds  and  mortgages,  $48,850  CO 

Loans  on  public  securities,  16,877  15 

Re.al  Estate,  5,612  5S 

Cash  in  bank,  2,187  97 

§73,527  67 


We  the  subscribers,  auditors,  appointed  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  incorporated  districts  of  the  Northern 
Liberties,  Kensington  and  Spring  G.ardcn,  pursuant  to 
an  act  of  tlie  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  passed  the  eighth  day  of  April,  1833, 
entUled  "  An  act  incorporating  the  Northern  Liberties, 
Kensington  and  Spring  Garden  Saving  Fund  society, 
and  for  other  purposes"— having  examined  the  books 
and  vouchers  of  the  said  institution,  have,  in  conlormity 
to  the  said  act,  prepared  the  foregoing  statement  or 
report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  said 
society. 

(Signed) 

I.  W.  NORRIS, 
CIIAS.  KEEN, 
JOHN  H.   FRICKE, 
December  17th,  1834. 


Report  of  the  prothonotary  of  the  District  Court  of  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  relative  to  the  num- 
ber of  cases  referred  in  that  court  since  30th  March, 
1832,  under  the  act  of  20th  March,  1810,  commonly 
known  hs  the  Arbitration  law. 

Read,  January  16,  1835. 

Philad.  Jan.  17,  1835. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  Flouse  of  Representatives. 

Sir: — In  obedience  to  the  following  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  subjoined  report  is  re- 
spectfully submitted:  "Resolved  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, that  the  Prothonotaiy  of  the  District  court 
for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  be  instructed 
to  report  to  this  House,  at  as  early  a  d,ay  as  possible, 
the  number  of  cases  since  30th  March,  1832,  referred 
under  the  act  of  20ih  March,  1810,  commonly  known 
as  the  arbitration  law,  distinguishing  the  cases  in  which 
the  awards  have  been  final,  and  those  in  which  appeals 
have  been  entered,  and  stating  the  amount  of  costs  of 
such  references  as  paid  on  appeals." 

The   number  of  cases  since  30th  March, 

1832,  referred  underact  of  20th  March, 

1810,  in  said  court,  is  2,355 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  the  awards 

have  been  final,  is  946 

The  number  of  cases   on  which   appeals 

have  been  entered,  is  495 

1,411 

The  amount  of  costs  of   such  references 

as  paid  on  appeals,  is  $13,581  63 

I  remain  with  sentiments  of  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  LISLE, 
Prothonotary  District  court  city  and  county  of  Pliila- 
de'phia.  .   . 
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Report  of  the  Philadelphia  Saving  Fund  Society,  \st 

January,  1S3S. 

Read,  February  16,  1835. 

To   the  Speaker  of  the  House   of  Representatives,   of 

the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  subscribers,  duly  appointed  to  audit  and  settle 
the  accounts  of  the  Philadelphia  Saving  Fund  Society, 
linder  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  the  supple- 
ment to  the  act  incorporating  the  said  society,  passed 
on  the  fifteenth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four,  having  been  duly  sworn  or  af- 
firmed according  to  law,  respectfully  Report: 

That  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  assigned  to 
them,  they  have  diligently  and  carefully  examined  and 
audited  the  books  and  .accounts  of  the  Philadelphia  Sa- 
ving Fund  society,  for  the  year  ending  the  thirty-first 
day  of  December,  1834;  that  they  h.ave  examined  and 
ascertained  the  amount  of  certificates  of  stock,  the 
bonds  and  mortgages,  and  other  evidences  of  the  pro- 
perty and  effects  of  the  said  society.and  agreably  there- 
to have  made  out  the  subjoined  statement,  exhibiting 
the  situation  of  the  said  Philadelphia  Saving  Fund  so- 
ciety, on  the  first  day  January,  1835. 

The  auditors,  in  the  course  of  the  present,  as  well  as 
of  previous  examinations  m.ade  by  them,  again  derive 
great  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  express  their  opinion 
in  favor  of  the  continued  good  management  of  the 
Philadelphia  Saving  Fund  Society,  and  in  their  renew- 
ed conviction  of  the  safety  and  advantages  it  guaran- 
tees to  the  industrious  and  frugal,  however  small  (heir 
means  may  be,  not  only  of  improving  their  condition, 
but  of  clierishing  a  spirit  of  independence,  which  is 
the  parent  of  many  virtues. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.   P.   ROBF.RTS, 
C.   N.   BANCKER, 
HENRY  TOLAND, 

Auditors. 

i'hiladelphia,  12th  Feb.  1835. 


Slate  of  the  Philadelphia  Saving  Fund  Society,  1st  Janu- 
ary, 1835. 


To  amount  of  deposites  to 

1st  January,  1834,  §4,258,068  96 

Do.  do.   received  in  1834,      457,487  78 


4,715,556  74 


Deduct  deposites  returned 

to    the    first    January, 

1834,  §3,061,471  71 
And  deposites 

returned  in 

1834,  550,870  16 

3,621,341  87 

To  balance   of  interest    to 
the  credit  of  depositors, 
31st  December,  1834,         146,883  36 
Interest  passed  to  credit 

of  depositors  this  day,         42,469  03 


Amount  of  reserved  fund. 
Balance  of  profit  and  loss, 

br-  on  the  Ist  of  January,  1835, 


189,352  39 
20,000  00 
19,613  52 


By  the  following  investments,  viz: 

In  mortgages,  5827,134  79 

Public  stocks,  382,237  18 


1,299,334  97 
23,845  81 


Balance  in  bank, 
Cr.  on  the  1st  of  January,  1835.  $1,323,180  78 


Examined  and  audited, 
Philadelphia,  12th  February,  1835, 

THOS.   P.  ROBERTS, 
C.   N.  BANCKER, 
HENRY  TOLAND, 

Jluditors. 


ScHuTLKiLL  Navisatiox  COMPANY. — Tlic  unusuat 
freshet  in  the  Schuylkill  last  week,  considerably  impe- 
ded the  navigation  for  three  days.  A  boat  heavily 
laden  sunk  in  the  vicinity  of  Schuylkill  Haven,  which 
also  temporarily  preventing  boats  from  passing.  The 
whole  line  is  now  in  excellent  navigable  order.  Dur- 
ing the  week  ending  the  1st  instant,  the  tolls  received 
amounted  to  §10.183  44.  Former  report  g49,643  54. 
Total  this  season  g59, 826  98. 

PHILADELPHIA  AND   TRENTON  BAIL   ROAD- 

The  travelling  on  this  important  work  is  rapidly  in- 
creasing. During  the  week  ending  last  Friday  there 
were  Twenty -seven  hundred  and  twenty-three  passengers 
carried  upon  this  road.  A  survey  of  the  straight  turn- 
pike between  Trenton  and  New  Brunswick  has  just 
been  complete  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
gr.ading  and  laying  down  the  rails,  in  order  to  complete 
the  chain  of  communication  to  New  York.  From  New 
Brunswick  to  Newark  the  road  will  be  completed  in  all 
this  year,  and  from  Newark  to  Jersey  Ciiy,  it  is  now 
completed,  and  2,500  passengers  were  carried  on  it  last 
week.  Within  15  months  from  this  time,  passengers 
will  probably  be  conveyed  by  this  route  between  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  in  poon  hours  and  a  haif.  A 
large  depot  60  by  90  feet  is  now  building  by  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Trenton  rail  road  Company  at  the  corner 
of  Front  and  Harrison  sireets,  Kensington. — Commer- 
cial Herald. 

From  Miners'  Journal,  May  2. 
THE  WEATHER. 
We  have  had  a  long  series  of  cold  wet,  cloudyj 
damp  disagreeable  weather.  Beyond  controversy,  a 
more  unpleasant  spring  thus  far  has  not  occurred  with- 
in memory.  On  Tuesday  the  28th  inst.  a  considerable 
quantity  of  snow  fell,  which,  however,  was  rapidly  dis- 
solved owing  to  the  torrents  of  rain  which  preceded 
and  followed  it.  On  Thursday,  the  sun  shone  out  with 
brilliancy,  and  the  temperature  was  mild  and  spring- 
like. This  continued  tiiroiighout  the  day,  but  yester- 
day morning,  ( Friday)  a  change  again  occurred,  the 
weather  becoming  unsettled,  damp  and  cloudy. 

THE    REGISTER 


PHILADELPHIA,   MAY  9,   1835. 


The  Delaware  and  Atlantic  R.ail  Road  Company  have 
compleled  asingle  track  of  Road  as  far  as  New  Lisbon, 
a  distance  of  14  miles  liom  the  Delaware  river.  The 
road  has  lately  gone  into  operation  with  flattering  pros- 
pects of  business.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Company 
to  continue  the  Road  to  the  Atlantic,  terminating  on 
the  bay  shore  opposite  Long  Beach. 


Printed  everv  Saturday  morning  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEUDES,  No.   9  Library  street. 

The  publication  office  of  the  Register  has  been  re-; 
moved  from  Franklin  Place,  to  No.  61,  in  the  Areade, 
Western  Avenue,  up  stairs. 
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REPORT  OF  MAJOR  BACHE. 
Rail  rnad-inilicimspurt,  Fenn.,  to  Elinlra,  N.  Y- 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  war,  transmitliiig' a  copy 
of  a  report  of  the  preliminiry  survey  of  a  route  for  a 
rail  road  from  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  to  Elmira, 
New  York. 

*  January  28,  1 834. 

Ueferred  to  tlie  Committee  on  roads  and  Canals. 


WiHDEPAnTMEKT,  Jan.  27,  1834. 

Sir: — In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  resolution 
of  the  Hoii-ie  of  Represent-atives,  passed  the  14th  inst., 
I  have  the  lionor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  M.ajor 
Bache's  report  of  the  preliminary  survey  of  the  route 
for  a  rail  road  from  Williamsport,  Pennsylvania,  to 
Elmira,  New  York. 

Very  respectfully 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEW.   CASS. 
Hon.  A.  Stevenson, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


ToponRAPHicAL  Buheau,  Jan.  27,  ' 


34. 


Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a  copy 
of  the  report  of  Major  Haitman  Bache,  topographical 
enifineer,  of  the  preliminary  survey  of  the  route  for  a 
rail  road  from  Williamsport  I'a. ,  to  Elmira,  New  York, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  14th  instant,  "that  the  Secretary  of 
War  be  directed  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  re- 
port of  .Vl:ijor  Bache,of  the  corps  of  topog^raphical  engi- 
ueers,  of  his  survey  and  estimate.of  the  Williamsport 
aad  Elmira  rail  read,  in  the  S'ates  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York" 

Copies  of  the  drawinffs  referred  to  in  Major  Bache's 
report  will  be  transmitted  to  you  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  the  originals  are  received. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  D.  RAMSEY, 

Lt.  in  charge  of  T.  B. 

Hofi.  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of  War. 

Eepnrt  nf  Major  H.  Bache,    Topographical  Engineer,   on 

the  survey  of  the    IVilliamspnrt   and  Elmira    Rail 

i^oarf— 1833. 
Lieut.  Col  J.  J.   Abert,  Topographical  Bureau: 

Sir: — The  followintr  report  of  the  preliminary  survey 
for  a  rail  road  fi  om  Williamsport.  Pennsylvania,  to  El-  I 
mira,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  is  submitted,  in  com 
pliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Bureau,  under  date  i 
of  the  5th  of  August,  1832,  accompanied  by  a  general  | 
map  of  the  country,  and  sheet  maps,  numbered  from  1 
to  7,  inclusive,  exhibiting  the  topography  and  profile 
of  the  route.  | 

The  proposed  road  contemplates  a  connexion  be-  j 
tweenthe  internal  improvemi'ntsof  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York,  by  uniting  the  Penn.sylvania  I 
canal,  at  Williamsport,  with  the  Cliemung  canal,  at  El-  | 
mira,  and  seems  destinedto  become  one  of  the  mostim-  ! 
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portaiit  lines  in  the  net  of  internal  communication  which 
is  in  progress  of  being  spread  out  over  the  face  of  the 
country.  On  its  completion,  in  connexion  with  the 
canals  of  the  two  States,  new  markets  would  be  opened 
for  the  vast  products  of  the  growing  population  lying 
west,  and  upon  the  fertile  shores  of  the  great  northern 
lakes.  A  choice  of  a  market  would  thus  be  presented 
among  the  three  princip;d  Atlantic  cities,  yielding  reci- 
procal advantages  to  the  interior  and  seaboard.  These 
advantages  would  be  further  extended  by  the  execu- 
tion of  the  contemplated  rail  road  from  New  York  to 
Lake  Erie,  which,  taking  Elmira  in  its  route,  will  tra- 
verse the  southern  range  of  tht-  counties  of  New  York, 
and  open  a  new  drain  for  the  superabundant  produc- 
tions of  that  portion  nf  the  State.   ' 

So  far  as  the  defence  of  the  inland  frontier  depends 
upon  the  r.pid  transfer  of  troops  from  the  seaboard, 
the  projected  route  is  one  of  much  importance.  An 
examination  of  the  leading  features  of  the  country  will 
show  that  the  first  prncipal  route,  west  of  the  Hudson, 
from  the  coast  to  the  lakes,  is  by  the  valley  of  the  Sus- 
quehnnna;  and  that  the  movement  of  troops  from  any 
point  south  of  the  Delaware  to  that  region,  by  striking 
the  Erie  canal  at  Montezuma,  wmdd  very  considerably 
reduce  the  distance  and  time  required  to  reach  the 
hike  at  Bufr:ilo,  via  New  York  and  Albany.  Thus, 
from  Philadelphia  to  Montezuma,  the  point  common  to 
both  routes,  by  the  Hudson  River  and  the  Erie  canal 
the  distance  is  440  miles,  whereas,  by  the  Cilumbia 
r.iil  road  and  Pennsylvania  canal  to  Williamsport  in 
connexion  with  the  proposed  rail  road,  and  thence 
from  Elnnra  by  the  canals  and  Seneca  lake, it  is  but  350 
m  les.  As  regards  the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  it  is 
apparent  that  the  comp.arison  will  prove  still  more 
favorable  to  the  route  by  the  Susquehanna,  so  soon  as 
a  means  of  rapid  conveyance  is  affordtd  between  Balti- 
more, or  the  head  of  tide,  and  Columbia — connexions 
already  in  contemplation. 

These  are  some  of  the  principal  advantages  wliicli 
would  be  derived  by  the  community  at  large  by  the 
successfid  prosecution  of  the  Williamsport  and  Elmira 
rail  road.  There  are  others  which  are  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  country  in  the  vicinage  of  the  work  itself. 
The  mutual  exchange  of  the  sidt  and  plaster  of  New 
York  for  the  iron  and  coal  of  Pennsylvania,  forms  of 
itself,  no  inconsiderable  inducement  for  the  proposed 
undertaking.  It  is  estimated  that  4,000  bands  of  salt, 
annually  find  their  way  from  Elmira,  by  the  valley  of 
the  Lycoming,  to  Williamsport,  under  the  most  dis- 
couraging conditions  of  transportation,  and  which,  in 
consequence  thereof,  are  sold  at  the  latter  place  for 
more  than  twice  the  cost  at  Elmira.  Two  thousand 
Ions  of  bar  and  pig  iron  are  returned  by  the  Fame  chan- 
nel, at  the  cost  of  ©18  the  ton;  making  the  enormous 
sum  of  #36, 000  paid  annually  for  the  transportanon  of 
this-  single  article  between  the  two  places,  and  which 
would  be  conveyed  upon  a  rail  road  forabout  a  twelfth 
of  that  amnimt. '  It  may,  also,  be  fairly  anticipated  that 
lime  woidd,  likewise,  become  a  fruitful  source  of  re- 
venue, for  the  supply  of  the  wide  belt  of  country  south 
of  the  productive  quarries  cf  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  including  the  head  branches  of  the  Susquehanna, 
in  which  no  limestone  of  good  quality  has  yet  been  dis- 
covered. 
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No  estimate  sufficiently  accurate,  can  be  rrtnde  of  the 
quantity  of  plaster  which  is  now  conveyed  by  the  pre- 
sent road  from  Elmira  to  Williamsport,  nor  do  the 
means  exist  of  ascertaining  the  quantiiy  required  by  the 
country,  which  would  then  be  open  to  supply  from  the 
plaster  beds  in  New  Ynrk.  But  lo  jvulge  of  the  proba- 
ble demand  by  the  price  row  puid  upon  the  west 
branch  of  the  Susquehanna,  {$li  per  ton  )  compared 
with  the  cost  at  Elmira,  {$5  50  per  ton,)  a  laryc  con- 
sumption may  reasonably  be  anticipated.  At  present 
most  of  the  supply  is  received  from  Owego,  New  York, 
by  the  descending  navigation  of  the  nurth  branch  to 
Northumberland,  and  thence  is  boated  to  the  various 
points  of  demand.  The  full  operation  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania canal,  by  affording  a  cheap  and  certain  ascending 
navigation,  for  the  iniroduction  of  this  plaster,  as  well 
as  that  from  abroad,  will  have  the  efTect  to  reduce  the 
present  high  price  upon  the  west  branch,  but  no  fur- 
ther redactions  can  be  looked  forward  to,  until  the  pro- 
posed road,  or  equal  facilities  for  transportation,  shall 
be  opened  between  that  district  of  country  and  the 
New  York  beds,  when  this  mineral,  so  important  in 
agriculture,  may  be  delivered  at  Williamsport  for 
little  more  than  half  the  sum  now  paid  for  it  at  that 
place. 

But  the  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  the  proposed 
undertaking,  and  which  of  itself  woidd  seem  sufficient 
for  its  early  accomplishment,  is,  that  it  would  make 
available  the  inexhaustible  beds  of  iron  and  bituminous 
coal,  which,  besides  being  fmnd  at  intermediate  points 
of  the  route,  lie  stretching  for  miles  along  ihe  valley  of 
the  Lycoming  and  its  tributaries.  These  coal  beds  form 
a  part  of  a  region  of  considerable  extent,  which,  includ- 
ing the  district  of  country  watered  by  (he  Tioga, 
Towanda,  and  the  Loyalsock,  with  the  above  named 
stream,  constitute  it  is  supposed,  the  limit  of  bitumin- 
ous coal  in  Pennsylvania,  to  the  north  and  east.  The 
varieties  are  said  to  be  adapied  to  the  various  purposes 
of  manufactures,  steam  engines,  coking,  iron  smelting, 
and  domestic  use.  In  addition  to  ihe  demand  of  the 
seaboard,  it  would  find  a  ready  market  by  tiic  prcjeded 
road,  through  channels  already  opened.  In  the  interior, 
where  the  diminution  of  wood  as  a  fuel  isalready  .sensi- 
bly felt.  The  salt  works  alone  of  that  state  would  re- 
quire a  large  quantity  in  the  process  of  manufacture. — 
And,  should  the  experiments  now  making  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  the  Lycoming  mines,  for  the  produc- 
tion of  coke,  be  successful,  another  source  of  profit 
would  accrue  to  a  line  of  easy  communication  pas 
through  this  valley,  by  the  supply  of  distant  dem 
for  this  desirable  fuel,  and  in  a  greater  produc 
of  iron  from  the  ore,  which  is  said  to  abound  in  the 
hills. 

The  formation  of  branch  rail  roads,  authorised  hy  the 
charter,  by  peneiratingihe  iron  and  coal  region  at  vari- 
ous ppints,  would  swell  considerably  the  amount  of 
these  products,  and  give  additional  imporlance  to  the 
main  line.  Among  the  valleys  alTbrding  facilities  for 
such  undertakings  are  those  of  Trout  ri\er.  Red  run. 
Roaring  branch.  Sugar-work  run,  and  others,  tribula- 
ries  of  Lycoming,  and  of  the  Middle  fork,  and  lesser 
branches  of  the  Sugar  creek. 

In  enumerating  the  advantages  which  would  be  like- 
ly to  follow  the  execution  of  the  Willlam'-port  and 
Elmira  rail  roiid,  the  furnishing  a  market  for  the  surplus 
wheat,  flour,  pork,  butter,  whiskey,  lumber,  and  other 
products  of  the  country,  must  not  be  overlooked. — 
These,  with  (he  tolls  upon  merchandise  going  inland, 
and  the  fare  of  passenger-s,  would  furnish  constant  and 
abundant  sources  of  revenue. 

The  act  of  incorporation  from  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania defines  the  route  as  *'  beginning  at  Williamsport, 
in  the  county  of  Lycoming;  thence,  by  the  way  of  Ly- 
coming creek,  to  the  norlhein  line  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  direction  of  Elmira,  in  the  State  of  New  York." — 
The  route  thus  vaguely  Indicated  was  followed  by  pur- 
suing the  valley  of  the  Lycoming  to  its  head;  thence, 
across  the  country,  to  a  depression  formed  by  the  north 


branch  of  Towanda  and  south  fork  of  Sugar  creek; 
thence,  by  the  valley  of  the  south  fork  of  Sugar  creek, 
crossing  the  main  stream  just  below  Troy;  thence  by 
that  of  the  north  fork  of  the  same  creek,' to  the  source 
of  the  south  branch  of  Seeley's  creek,  generidly  called 
South  creek;  and  lastly,  by  the  valley  of  this  stream, 
upon  which  the  State  line  was  crossed,  tothe  Chemung, 
at  Elmira. 

By  reference  to  the  general  topography  of  the  coun- 
try, it  will  appear  that  the  route  has  in  view  to  connect 
the  west  and  norih  branches  (Chemung  river)  of  the 
Susquehanna,  by  a  line  somewhat,  in  relation  to  those 
streams,  as  the  chord  of  a  circle  is  to  the  arc,  and  that 
their  tributaries,  running  in  the  direction  of  radii,  fur- 
nish the  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  object. 

In  tlie  route  there  are  three  summits  to  be  overcome, 
namely,  that  of  the  Lycoming  and  Towanda,  of  the 
north  branch  of  the  Towanda,  and  souih  fork  of  Sugar 
creek,  (the  summit  level,)  and  of  the  north  fork  of 
Sugar  creek  and  South  creek.  These,  forming  the 
natural  divisions  of  the  route,  will,  for  convenience  of 
description,  be  adopted  in  the  report;  the  first  and 
third  being  furthi  r  subdivided  for  the  better  attainment 
of  that  object.  The  following  statement  will  show  the 
distance  and  elevation  of  these  summits,  relatively  to 
each  other  and  Williamsport;  from  which  it  appears 
that,  but  for  the  necessity  of  conforn;ing  to  the  lesser 
accidents  of  the  ground,  these  elevations  could  be 
overcome  at  moderate  grades  of  inclination.  These 
characteristics  will  be  noted  as  they  occur,  in  the  order 
In  which  the  diffi-rent  divisions  are  taken  up. 
Statement  of  the  distance  and  elevation  of  the  summits  of 

the  Williumspnrt  and  Elmira  rail  road  route,  relatively 

to  each  other  and  Williamsport. 


Williamsport  to  the  Lycoming 
summit, 

Lycoming  summit  to  the  sum- 
mil  level. 

Summit  level  to  the  south 
creek  summit. 

South  creek    summit    to   El- 

i 

o 
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Distance      from 
Williamsport. 

^   s  §  s 

I 

709.92 
230.335 

00 

00 

^1 

ft     Ascent. 

00 

00 
198.715 
408.500 

^ 

Descent. 

feet. 

709.925 
940.60 
741.545 
333.045 

Height  above 
Williamsport. 

Note. — "  Previous  surveys  give  the  height  of  the 
Susquehaima,  at  Williamsport,  above  the  tide,  at 
458.640  feet.  The  rise  thence  to  the  Chemimg,  at 
lUmlra,  is  347.085  feet,  (^the  plane  of  Williamsport  to 
that  point  315.165  feet— 31.290  feet,  the  elevation  of 
said  plane  above  the  river,)  m.aking  a  total  of  825.725, 
feet  as  the  fall  of  the  Susquehanna  from  Elmira  to  the 
tide." 
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WILUAMSPOUT  AND  ELMIUA  HAIL  UOAtJ. 


SO? 


FiBST  Division. 
From   WtlUamsport,    by   the  Lycoming   Valky,   to  t/f 
Lycoming    Summits,      (^Lycaming   and    Towanja 
Creeks. ) 
Subilivlsioii  1st.     From  Wllliamsport  to  the  point  near 

the  site  of  !\ii  old  briiig'e  across  the  Lycoming,  just 

below  Hobbins's,   26  3  4  miles  and  170  feet — ascent 

374.793  feet. 

The  valley  of  the  Lyoominpf,  for  the  distance  inchid- 
ed  in  this  subdivision,  is  from  one-eighth  to  thrce- 
fourlhs'of  a  mile  wide.  Its  general  direction  for  the 
first  three  miles  is  about  N.  20°  W.,  when  it  assumes  a 
course  of  N.  40°  F.-,  and,  although  circuitous,  is  not 
serpentine.  The  stream,  like  most  others  of  mountain 
regions,  altering  from  side  to  sile,  skirls  the  bases  of 
the  hills  and  mountains  which  bound  the  valley.  These 
elevated  grounds,  presenting  various  aspects,  from 
gradual  and  cultivated  slopes  to  rocky  and  precipitous 
faces,  are,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lycoming,  barely  one 
or  two  hundred  feet  above  the  valley;  but,  upon  ap- 
proaching the  sources  of  the  stream,  they  attain  a 
height  of  upwards  of  a  thousand  feet.  The  bottoms  are 
generally  high,  and  for  the  mo^tpart  cultivated.  There 
are  portions,  however,  which  bear  the  m.arks  of  fresh- 
ets, which,  once  or  twice  a  year,  overflow  the  banks 
of  the  stream,  forming  new  and  temporary  channels  in 
discharging  the  surplus  waters  The  bottoms,  as  the 
country  becomes  more  thickly  settled,  will,  eve- 
ry successive  seasoji,  be  less  subject  to  these  inun- 
dations by  t'le  clearing  of  the  timber  from  the  immedi- 
ate banks  of  the  stream,  and  the  removal  of  the  large 
quantity  of  drift  wood,  now  the  main  impediment  to  a 
free  discharge  of  the  floods.  To  provide,  however, 
against  accidents  from  fresliets,  it  would  be  proper  in 
every  instance,  to  place  the  road  bed  entirely  above 
their  reach. 

The  nature  of  the  .ground  renders  it  impracticable  to 
follow  either  side  of  the  stream  throughout  for  the 
trace  of  a  road,  without  encountering  the  expensive 
and  difficult  plan  of  forming  its  bed  upon  the  face  of 
the  hills,  which,  at  intervals,  approach  the  stream. — 
Hence,  it  is  frequently  to  be  determined  whether  it  is 
better  to  meet  and  overcome  these  difftculties,  or  to  in- 
cur the  expense  of  crossing  the  stream.  In  one  case, 
the  cost  of  construction  would  be  greatly  augmented 
by  the  increased  distance  and  frequent  recurrence  of 
high  and  rocky  hills,  rising  at  various  angles  up  to  45°, 
to  conform  to  which,  the  triice  would  be  necess.arily  in- 
direct and  circuitous;  whereas,  by  crossing  from  bank 
to  bank,  the  trace  is  not  only  more  direct,  having  few- 
er curves,  and  those  of  greater  radii,  but  is  drawn  up- 
on ground  more  favorable  in  profile  and  for  construc- 
tion- To  these  advantages  are  opposed  the  necessity 
of  twice  crossing  a  stream  of  small  capacity.  As  the 
Lycoming,  however,  is  very  v.iriable  in  s  ze,  the  pro- 
per points  for  these  crossings  must  be  determined  by 
the  width,  in  connection  with  the  character  of  the 
btnks  and  course,  with  reference  to  the  trace  of  the 
road. 

Adopting  the  latter  alternative,  the  survey  was  con- 
ducted upon  either  side  of  the  stream,  as  the  ground 
appeared  more  favorable.  It  is  not  pretended,  nor 
could  it  be  expected  from  the  nature  of  the  operations, 
that  the  selections  made  in  every  instanc^e  were  alwavs 
the  best.  These  points  must  be  decided  by  future  su'r- 
veys-  In  the  subdivision,  however,  under  considera- 
tion, the  alternative,  with  tlie  exception  of  the  4th  and 
5th  crossings  from  ^yilli;^msport,  was  in  such  strong- 
contrast,  that  the  selections  will  probably  be  confined. 
The  excepted  one  may,  upon  further  investigation  be 
avoided. 

Having  given  the  main  features  of  a  portion  of  the 
route  comprised  in  any  of  the  principal  divisions,  and 
the  reasons  generdly  which  governed  the  course,  of 
the  experimental  line,  it  becomes  necessary  to  describe 
more  minutely  the  characteristics  of  the  ground  which 


will  aflect  the  formation  of  the  road.  In  doing  this,  por- 
tions of  the  survey  «ill  be  taken  most  convenient  for  a 
proper  illustration  of  the  snliji-ct,  without   reference  to 

a  final  location,  by  adapting  the  road  to  the  miinilc 
details  of  the  ground,  will  not  only  increase  the  mim- 
ber,   but  mateiially  change  them. 

I.  Wilhamsport,  P.i.  2^  miles  and  251  feet — .ascent 
2.010  feet,  or  0.925  feet  per  mile.— Con.meicing  at 
Williamsport,  the  route  ptirsuis  nearly  a  west  course, 
over  high  atid  cultivated  bottoms,  to  the  Lycoming, 
which  it  crosses  just  below  the  brirlge,  to  avoid  the 
steep  and  rocky  hills  which,  for  a  mile  and  a  half,  im- 
pinge upon  the  stream.  'I  he  profile  upon  the  ground 
upon  the  line  run,  exhibits  a  cut  at  an  aver.ige  deplli  of 
9.5  fVet  for  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  which  may  be  less- 
ened by  inclining  the  trace  more  to  the  south,  to  avoid 
the  last  swells  of  the  high  grounds  just  referred  to. 

II.  \i  miles  and  412  feet— ascent  17.350  feet,  or 
11.941  feet  per  mile. — The  line  now  takes  up,  by  a 
curve  of  large  radius,  a  direction  a  little  cast  of  nor'thj 
and,  having  passed  round  the  base  of  subsiding  slopes 
of  the  hills,  which  bound  the  valley  upon  that  side,  in- 
clines again  to  the  west,  and,  near  J.  Bennet's,  a  second 
time  passes  the  creek.  1  he  ground  is  high  and  culti- 
vated, and  of  the  most  favorable  chaiacter  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  road-bed.     The  inducements  fur  crossing 

I  the  stream  below  are  equally  strong  in  the  present  iri- 
1  stance,  on  account  of  the  high  and  rocky  margin  of 
j  the  creek  for  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half  upon  the  west 
;  side. 

I  111.  1}  miles  and  168  fiet— ascent  14.365  feet,  or 
I  11.207  feet  per  mile.— This  distance,  traced  upon 
'  equally  favorable  ground  with  the  last,  has  a  direction 
west  of  north,  when  the  L_\  coming  is  crossed  again,  to 
avoid  the  many  rocky  and  precipitous  hills  which,  for 
five-eights  of  a  mile,  make  down  close  to  the  water 
above  AIcKinney's  forge. 

IV.  li  miles  and  637  feet— ascent  14.05  feet,  or 
10.801  feet  per  mile.  —  Resuming  the  same  general  di- 
n  ction,  after  passing  the  stream  for  about  half  this 
distance,  the  line  is  tin  n  dt  flec'ed  upon  a  north  course, 
at  the  close  of  which,  by  the  selection  of  the  east  side, 
for  (he  reasons  governing  in  the  former  cises,  the 
creek  Is  again  crossed  at  Thompson's  ford.  This  is  one 
ol  the  instances  where  a  final  location, by  combining  the 
two  last  sections  in  one  straight  line,  may  remove  the 
trace  to  ground  of  more  favorable  profile,  and  shorten 
the  distance. 

v.  2f  miles  and  296  feet — ascent  31.424  feet,  or 
11.721  per  mile.— It  is  a  question  for  luture  decision, 
vvlietlier,  from  the  close  of  the  last  section,  the  line 
should  continue  upon  the  west,  or  leturn  to  the  east 
side.  In  one  case,  the  road  would  of  necessity  be  car- 
ried along  the  face  of  two  very  steep  hills  for  3,500  feet 
or  at  an  equ-d  expense  ba  carried  across  to  the  low 
islands  CHay's)  which  lie  at  the  base.  In  the  other,  it 
would  have  to  cross  at  the  east  side,  with  the  prospect 
of  returning  to  the  west  at  the  close  of  the  section, 
and  traveise  the  bottoms,  which  witli  the  exception  of 
a  hill  of  moderate  slope  for  half  a  mile,  are  there  found 
throuj^hout. 

The  cursory  surveys  made  at  the  time,  led  to  the 
adoption  of  the  l-.ttter  alternative;  the  line  of  levels  be- 
ing carried  on  the  east  side  of  the  stream,  passing 
through  the  grounds  of  the  widow  Thompson,  S. 
Tht•.nlp^on,  aiid  T.  Hayes.  The  general  direction  of 
this  portion  of  the  route  is  N.  30°  W.;  the  bottoms 
high  and  cultivated. 

VI-  i  mile  and  516  feet— ascent  9.936  feet,  or 
11.721  feet  per  mile. — The  question  here  recurs  as  to 
the  selecJon  between  the  banks  of  the  stream.  To 
avoid  a  very  steep  and  rocky  hill,  which  bounds  the 
east  margin  of  the  creek  for  half  a  mile,  it  was  decided 
to  carry  the  line  lipon  the  bottoms  opposite,  although 
the  indications  of  the  character  of  the  ground,  a  short 
distance  above,  seemed  to  offer  equally  strong  reasons 
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■for  soon  retuining  to  it.  The  banks  at  the  crossings, 
at  the  extremities  of  this  distance,  are  very  favorable, 
and,  althougli  made  obliquely  to  the  direction  of  the 
stream,  only  140  and  120  feet  respectively.  The  gene, 
ral  liireclion  of  this  section  is  about  north.  The  iji  ade 
assumed  the  natural  inclination  of  ihe  ground,  which  is 
of  the  most  favorable  character. 

VII.  f  miles  and  412  feet— ascent  9.690  feet,  or 
21.389  feet  per  mile— Direction  N.  30°  W.  round  to 
N.  58°  E.  Upon  regaining  the  east  bank,  the  trace  of 
the  survey  is  through  a  bottom,  somewhat  cut  up  by 
freshets  for  1,600  feet,  and  then  for  625  feet  upon  the 
face  of  the  hill,  which  extends  to  the  stream,  near 
the  second  bridge,  ai.d  presents  along  its  margin,  f.:r 
nearly  one  and  a  quarter  miles,  a  sleep"  and  rocky  face. 
The  course  of  the  valley,  which  heretofore,  had  been 
some  15°  or  20°  west  of  north,  here  turns  suddenly  to 
the  right,  and  assumes  a  direction  about  N.  E.  To  in- 
crease the  radius  of  the  curve  over  the  trace  described 
by  the  survey,  it  will  be  necessary  to  cross  the  stream 
lower  down,  where  it  for.'ns  t«o  channels  by  the  inter- 
position of  Reid's  island.  By  this  means  the  route  will 
avoid  the  short  portion  of  hill  side  mentioned  above, 
and  the  curve  be  increased  to  a  radius  of  about  8C0 
feet,  with  which  it  will,  even  then,  be  ntcessaiy  to  di 
scribe  an  arch  of  one-third  the  circumference,  to  enable 
the  line  to  take  up  the  new  direction  which  ti.e  valley 
here  assumes. 

The  difficulties  of  the  ground  upon  the  .margin  of  the 
stream,  the  character  of  the  stream  itself,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  carrying  the  trace  upon  an  admissible  curve, 
to  conform  to  the  new  direction  of  the  valley,  tend  to 
make  this  section  of  the  route  the  most  expensive  of 
any  equal  di;tance  yet  desciibed. 

Thus  far,  in  a  distance  of  little  more  than  10^  miles, 
the  route  crosses  the  Lycoming  seven  times;  the  4tl 
and  5ih  (from  Wilhamsport)  being  those  only,  tht 
propriety  of  which  may  not  be  sus'ained  by  further 
surveys. 

VIII.  4t  miles  and  538  feet— ascent  56  520  feet,  or 
12,779  feet  per  mile  for  2J  miles  and  636  feet 
10.818  feet  per  mile  for  Ij  miles  and  562  feet— 1  f.e 
trace  of  the  line  is  now  found  on  the  west  side,  having 
a  general  direction  of  N.  40°  E.  passing  Hcpbuni's 
forge,  Glendenuin's,  and  Allan's.  It  pursues  a 
direct  course  over  elevated  and  cultivated  bottoms, 
with  a  single  exception  of  a  side  slope  of  400  feet,  of 
moderate  inclination,  and  constitutes,  probably,  the 
greatest  extent  of  consecutive  favorable  ground 
lln-oughout  the  whole  route.  Wolf  and  Trout  runs  are 
crossed  in  this  section;  the  latter,  in  consequence  of  ha- 
ving the  same  general  direction  as  the  survey,  four 
times  in  five-eiglitsof  a  mi'.e,  but  which,  if  not  avoided 
in  the  final  location,  is  considered,  from  the  size  of  the 
stream,  of  little  importance. 

To  show  liow  strongly  contrasted  is  the  character  of 
the  ground  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream,  and 
the  proprTety  of  the  selection  in  the  present  action,  the 
following  description  is  j^iven:  one  mile  and  1,020  feet, 
very  steep  and  rocky  hills  to  the  water's  edge,  which, 
after  an  interval  of  narrow  bottom  for  4,300  feet,  are 
again  found  for  1,500  feet.  Bottoms  then  skirt  the 
stream  for  3,800  feet,  followed  by  3,600  feet  of  h'.llsj  Kben's^mUh 


of   about 


ighlv  favorable  ground,  in  the  directii 
N.  20°  E. 

X.    U  miles  and  228  feet— ascent  17865   feet,  or 
i  815  feet  per  mile. —  I  he   favorable  ground  is  then 
■ain  sought  upon  the  west  margin  of  the  stream,  by 
ossing  near  the  ford  above  J.  Apkin's;  the  east  pre- 
senting hill  sides,  with  a  short  intermission  for  about  a 
mile.     The  route,  which,  in  this  section,  is  in  a  direc- 
tion of  N.  70°  E.  crosses  Trout  spring  run,  a  stream  of 
small  capacity,  and,  for  a  distance  of  5  or  600  feet,  oc- 
cupies a   narrow  strip  of  bottom,  barely  sufficient  for 
the  purposes  of  a  road. 

XI..  U  miles  and  239  feet— ascent  20.505  feet,  or 
15.831  feet  per  mile  — The  west  side  is  now  abandon- 
ed about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  above  S.  Reed's,  in  con- 
sequence of  two  rocky  and  precipitous  hills,  whose 
united  lengths  upon  the  stream  are  about  three-fourths 
of  a  mile,  and  the  line  carried  over  to  the  opposite 
shore,  where,  with  a  direction  N.  about  50°  E.,  it  tra- 
verses ground,  which,  with  the  exception  of  800  feet 
of  hill  side,  «  here  the  angles  of  inclination  are  from 
15°  to  30°,  is  of  ti  lerably  favorrible  character,  consist- 
ing of  bottoms  of  dfferent  elevations,  the  latter  por- 
tions showint;   evidences  of   the  effects  of  freshets 

These,  which,  for  the  part  of  the  valley  of  the  Lycom- 
ing already  passed  over,  have  been  unfrequent,  and 
for  the  most  part  confined  to  the  margin  of  the 
stream,  because,  in  the  ascent,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  this  section,  not  only  more  frequent,  but  ex- 
tending to  every  part  of  the  bottoms.  The  necessity, 
therefore,  for  a  proper  elevation  of  the  road,  above  the 
reach  of  the  highest  freshets,  becomes  a  subject  of 
more  anxious  solicitude. 

XII  i  mile  and 94  fet— ascent  15.305  feet.or  17.143 
feet  per  mile. — To  avoid  the  bad  hill  sides,  which,  for 
a  half  a  n]i(e,  approach  quite  to  the  creek  upon  the 
east  side,  the  survey  now  passes  the  stream  below  M. 
Riley's,  and,  upon  the  same  general  direction  as  the 
last  Section,  traverses  a  high  and  cultivated  bottom  of 
the  most  favorable  description  throughout. 

XIII.  2f  miles  and  242  feet— ascent  45.590  feet,  or 
17.070  feet  per  mile — By  reason  of  the  frequent  recur- 
rence, in  the  next  two  or  three  miles,  of  abrupt  and 
rocky  hills,  which  press  upon  the  west  margin  of  the 
stre:im,  Ihe  route  now  crosses  at  Liisk's,  and  pursues 
the  east  side  in  a  tolerably  direct  course  of  N  10°  E. 
upon  ground  of  the  following  description;  4.651  feet  bot- 
toms, somewhat  cut  up  by  freshets  of  the  main  stream 
and  Slack's  run;  1,1  !0  feet  hill  side,  at  an  average  an- 
gle or25  deg. ;  one  mile  and  820  feet,  generally  favora- 
ble and  cultivated  bottoms;  the  remaining  distance  to 
the  stream,  of  2,150  feet,  traversing  a  beach  and  a 
slightly  elevated  piece  of  gmund.  It  is  probable  a  fi- 
nal location  will  avoid  these  elevations,  not  so  much, 
howt'er,  on  account  of  the  features  of  the  ground  as 
the  winding  course  of  the  route,  by  striking  the  west 
side  belottMhe  island,  near  the  confluence  of  Frozen 
Branch  with  the  Lycoming.  Pleasant  stream,  which 
runs  dry  during  the  summer  months,  is  crossed  in  this 
section. 

XIV.  2:1^  miles  and  125  feet — ascent  43-215  feet,  or 
lile. — Tlie  trace  of  the  survey  is  again 

(  f  the  Lycoming,   and,  passing  near 
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close  to  the  water.  The  remaining  distance,  with  the 
exception  of  a  single  spur  of  1,000  feet,  Is  bottom. — 
Thus  the  line,  if  continued  on  the  east  side,  would, 
besides  involving  a  curvature  of  small  radius,  encounter 
steep  and  rocky  hills  for  two  miles  and  1,840  feet,  and 
increase  the  distance  almost  1,000  feet.  Whereas  the 
west  side  presents  throughout,saving  the  two  crossings, 
no  obstacle  to  a  cheap  and  direct  location. 

IX.  li  mile3and302feet— ascent  21  feet,  or  17764 
feet  per  mile. — Crossing  the  stream  near  R.  Glenden- 
nin's,  at  the  close  of  the  last  section,  to  avoid  the  hills, 
which,  foi:  a  mile^nd  a  qu:u'ter,  rise  from  the  L\  com- 
ing,   at  various  angles  up  to  50°,  the  line  runs' upon 
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nd  Hall's,  has  a  direction  N.  about  35° 
ion  of  Red  run  with  the  main  stream, 
is  proposed  to  cross  with  a  single  via- 
ractcristics  of  the  ground  iji  this  sec- 
iis  described:  one  mile  and  3,061  feet 


bottoms,  showing  in  places  the  effects  of  fre.-hets; 
1,077  feet  hill  side  of  35  degrees,  and  2,527  feet  of  ve- 
ry favorable,  and,  for  the  most  part, cultivated  bottoms. 
The  opposite  side  of  the  stream  is  in  strong  contrast 
with  this,  being  very  rocky,  and  verv  precipitous  hill 
sides,  with  an  excep'tion  of  abotit  3,000  feet,  to  its  very 
m^rgi^. 

XV.  2i  miles  and  300  feet— ascent   55.155  feet,  or 
25.195  feet  per  mile. — This  section,  which  closes  the 
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first  subdivision,  passes  Ihrough  Newell's  and  Abl>ott's 
bottoms,  and  li^s,  on  rather  a  ciiciiilous  course,  a  Rene- 
ral  direction  of  N.  10°  W.  Tl>e  ground,  wliich  niav  be 
considered  favorable  npon  tlie  wlu.li-,  is  of  tlic  IcOiow- 
iriff  deicription:  one  mile  and  7U  feet  fur  tlie  most  part 
cultivated  bottoms,  with  indications  of  tlie  efiVct  of 
freshets;  1,200  feet  irregular  and  rocky;  2,650  feet 
higli  and  cultivated  bottoms;  and  2,300  feet  cultivated 
bottoms,  cut  up  in  places  by  fresliels. 

Subdivision  2d.  From  a  point  near  the  site  of  an  old 
bridge  across  tlie  Lycoming,  juit  below  liobbin'ii,  to  Ike 
Lycoming  summit,  {Lycoming  and  Towmida  creeks,) 
7  miles  and 2oo  feel — ascent  335.  ISO/eei. 

The  inclination  of  the  Lycoming  valley  becomes 
more  abrupt  upon  approaching  its  head  waters.  To 
what  extent  this  is  the  case,  may  be  gathered  from  the 
two  subdivisions  comprising  the  valley,  in  "which,  al- 
though the  rise  in  each  approaches  equally,  the  lengths 
are  to  each  other  as  four  to  one.  Up  to  this  point  the 
grades  adopted  were,  for  the  most  part,  nearly  coinci- 
dent with  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground.  This  is 
no  longer  practicable,  having  a  view  to  locomotive 
power,  in  conbequence  of  the  irregular  steps  in  the  re- 
maining ascent.  Thus  to  the  head  of  the  valley,  the 
ground  rises  as  follows: 

1  mile  and  280  feet,  at  the  rate  of  23. 222  feet  pr  mile. 

50.150 

"  37.579 

53.889 

2.213 

52.949 

3 17. 3-18 
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li  600  "  34.155 
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It  is  necessary,  therefore,  in  contemplation  of  sucl 
an  application,  to  disperse  the  wliole  rise  throughout 
the   entire   length  of  the  subdivision.     To  do  this,  the 

bottoms  must  be  abandoned   for  the  hills  which  bound  ^  for  three  quarters  of 
the   valley.       Independently   of  the   consideration  of  |  about  15  feet  above  the 


the  tributaries.  Hence,  the  final  location  will  probably 
occupy  the  slopes  of  the  opposite  hills,  as  exhibiting 
fewer  impediments  It  h:.ppcns,  loitunately,  that  the 
angles  of  inclination  of  the  hills  upon  the  east  side  are 
less  than  those  upon  the  wcit,  and  upon  either  hand 
invariably  less  abrupt  as  the  proposed  plane  is  removed 
from  the  bed  of  the  valley;  a  great  advantage  whenev- 
er it  becomes  necessary,  from  the  excess  of  this  incli- 
nation, to  place  the  base  of  the  road  upon  the  bot* 
toms. 

I.  IJ  miles  and  420  feet — ascent  43.740  feet,  or 
36.312  feet  per  mile — Having  crossed  the  Lycoming, 
at  the  close  of  the  last  subdivision,  at  an  elevaticm  of 
105  feet,  the  line  should  pursue  a  course  along  the  base 
of  the  hills,  to  some  favorable  point  for  crossing  the 
bottoms  to  the  east  side,  upun  which,  for  the  reasons 
already  given,  it  is  probable  the  trace  will  be  contin- 
ued to  the  head  of  the  sudden  pitch  in  the  valley 
above.  '1  he  deviation  here  contemplated,  from  t'.ie 
line  actually  surveyed,  is  induced  by  the  facility  af- 
forded in  obtaining  materials  for  the  (ormation  of  the 
road-bed. 

The  trace,  in  reaching  the  east  side,  may  cross  the 
main  stream  and  Roaring  branch  by  a  single  structure; 
but,  in  this  case,  the  road  must  be  cut  lor  about  an 
eighth  of  a  mile  entirely  into  the  face  of  the  mountain, 
as  the  near  approach  of  the  stream  precludes  the  for- 
mation of  the  road  bed  in  any  other  way.  It  was  to 
avoid  this  altefhative,  extending  to  the  entire  section, 

that  the  west  side  was  selected  in  the  first  instance 

The  general  course  of  this  section  is  nearly  north. 

II.  4i  miles  and  393  feet— ascent  228.330  feet,  or 
52  800  feet  per  mile. — This  section  has  a  direction  of 
about  N.  60°  E.  and  extends  along  the  casterji  face  of 
the  valley  to  the  head  of  the  narrow  ravine  above,  e,\- 
cessive  inclination  being  overcome  by  the  grade  here 
assumed,  and  which,  from  the  very  uniform  character 
of  the  ground,  being  seldom  intersected  by  transverse 
indentations  of  much  importance,  it  is  believed,  may 
be  maintained  throughout.    A  road  thus  located  would, 

ile  and  360  feet,  be  elevated 
ttoms;  11  miles  and  320  feet; 


grades,  it  is  no  longer  advisable,  from  the  new  charac-  I  32  feet  and  U  miles  and  113  feet,  50  feet.  Thence, in 
tcr  they  now  t.ake,  to  continue  the  bottoms,  which,  the  remaining  distance  of  one  fourth  of  a  mile  and  260 
narrowing  in  the  ascent,  are  evidently  occupied  at  |  f^-et,  the  plane  rapidly  approaches  the  natural  bed  of 
times  in  their  whole  width,  by  the  stream.  In  these  ,  the  valley,  which  it  intersects  at  the  close  of  the  sec- 
remarks  may  be  seen  the  re;iSons  for  adopting  the  |  tion.  The  transverse  slopes  of  the  mountain  vary  be- 
limits  given  to  each  ol  the  subdivisions:  1st.  The  occu-  i  tween  15°  and  45°,  and  the  short  distances,  where  rock 
pation  of  the  bottoms  so  long  as  they  proved  favorable  ;  prevails,  they  become  even  more  abrupt.  Rock,  in- 
to location;  and  2d,  the  propriety  ol  leaving  them  at  a  J  Jc-ed,  either  fixed  or  loose,  is  very  abundant  through- 
point  from  which  the  Lycoming  summit  could  be 


by  the  application  oflocomotive  power.  It  will 
have  been  remarked  that  the  survey  did  not  always  pur- 
sue a  trace  in  accordance  with  these  views,  but,  mere- 
ly experimental,  occupied,  at  all  times,  the  lowest 
points  of  the  valley,  noting  the  character  of  the  ground 
in  all  cases,  upon  either  hand. 

The  general  direction  of  the  valley  for  the  first  two 
miles  of  this  subdivision  is  about  N.  15°  E.,  and  thence 
to  the  Lyccming  summit,  N.  65°  E.  The  stream,  un- 
important in  size,  even  in  the  first  few  miles,  dwindles 
to  a  mere  thread,  and  during  the  low  stages  of  the  wa- 
ters, disappears  entirely  in  places  by  subterranean 
channels.  The  width  of  the  bottoms  varies  a  mile,  the 
valli-y  is  confined  to  a  narrow  rocky  gorge.  The  face 
of  the  hills  which  bound  the  valley  are  thickly  studded 
with  loose  rock,  in  some  places  in  large  masses.  Fix- 
ed rock  is  also  abundantly  found,  and  at  a  few  points, 
in  high  and  precipitous  faces. 

The  stream,  from  nearly  the  commencement  of  tliis 
subdivision,  tends  very  mucli  to  the  eastward,  being 
turned  off  from  its  wonted  course  by  a  spur  of  the  Al- 
legheny. It  presents  its  western,  or  now,  more  pro- 
perly, northern  margin  along  the  mountains'  base,  from 
which  it  receives  the  greatest  number  and  largest  of 


out  the  whole  of  this  section,  and  may  be  profitably 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  road-bed  whtre  the 
steepness  of  the  hills  renders  it  necessary  to  base  it  up- 
on the  bottoms. 

III.  li  miles  and  80  feet— ascent  63.060  feet,  or 
41.620  feet  per  mile. — Having  overcome  the  rapid  a.s- 
cent  of  the  valley  at  the  narrow  ravines,  the  face  of  the 
country  asMimes  a  milder  aspect.  'I'he  bottoms,  which 
had  entirely  disappeared,  are  again  found  from  150  to 
1,200  feet  in  width,  to  the  summit.  The  hills,  too, 
which  had  previously  been  steep  and  rocky,  and  unfit 
for  cultivation,  now   bear  tlie  evidences  of  having  al- 


ready yielded  their  bounties  for 
would  seem  that  a  mountainous  c 
for  one  which  might  justly  be  des 
Allegheny,  which  had  for  some  t 
from  its  true  direction,  by  its  spui 


use  of  man.  It 
rv  had  been  left 
:d  .as  hilly.  The 
turned  the  route 
own  otit  towards 
the  east,  now  assumed,  upon  a  sudden,  a  course  nearly 
parallel  to  it,  making  easier  the  task  of  continuing  the 
line  to  its  destination. 

The  grade  set  down  for  this  section,  req-iires  a  cut 
of  an  average  depth  of  7-5  feet  for  1|  miles  and  60  feet, 
the  propriety  of  avoiding  which,  by  continuing  the 
plane  of  section  II,  may  be  decided  upon  hereafter, — 
The  course  of  this  section  is  the  same  as  the  last. 
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From  the  Lycoming  summit  {Lycoming  and  Tntvanda 
creeks)  to  the  summit  level  {north  branch  of  Towanda 
and  south  fn-k  of  Sugar  creek,)  llj  mi/es  and  222  feet 
—ascent  230.335  feet.  {Uevised  distance,  iic.  11^ 
miles  and  307  feet—ascent,  219. S9S feet.) 

The  survey  has  now  reached  the  mutual  source  of 
»wo  streams,  which  empty  into  the  north  and  west 
branches  of  the  Susquehanna.  The  next  step  was  to 
pursue  the  route  to  the  summit  level,  upon  the  south 
fork  of  Sug'arcreek.  From  the  head  waters  ofthe  Ly- 
coming-, a  series  of  rough  levels,  to  determine  the 
height  of  this  summit,  as  well  as  the  principal  interme- 
diate points,  was  executed,  to  direct  the  operations  in 
extending  the  experimental  line.  This  led  to  the  adop- 
tion of  an  ascending  grade  of  20  feet  in  the  mile,  which, 
being  sufficient  for  the  objects  of  the  survey,  was 
maintained  throughout,  as  near  as  the  features  of  the 

ground  would  admit.     These   have  indeed  the  recom-      .        _  . 

mendation  of  the  grades  wliich  may  be  adopted,  with  I  ground  which  skirls  the  bottoms,  the  survey,  for  aTiout 
only  slight  Variations,  for  the  sections  under  this  di-  j  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  is  continued  upon  a  course  of 
vision  ofthe  route.  i  N.  5°  E.  along  the  face  of  the  very  smooth  hills  back 

All  intermediate  descent  in  attaining  the  summit  le-  of  Spaulding's,  which  rise  at  angles  of  about  20  deg. — 
vel,  by  reason  ofthe  elevation  already  to  be  overcome,  Thence,  to  the  end  of  the  section,  the  ground  consists 
should  of  course  be  avoided.  Hence  the  propriety  of  of  meadows,  benches  of  favorable  elevations,  and  very 
rising  from  the  valley  at  the  common  source  of    gentle  slopes;   the  general  direction  of  the  line  having 


With  the  exception  of  the  embankments  necessary 
to  cross  the  valleys  of  Shroeder's  and  Spaulding's  mill 
creek  branches,  the  whole  distance  is  favorable  to  a  di- 
rect and  cheap  location, as  the  soil  is  free  for  excavation, 
and  the  ground  nearly  conforms,  with  the-exceptions 
above,  to  the  given  grade.  The  passage,  however,  of 
these  two  valleys,  would  require  works  of  no  inconsid- 
erable magnitude,  should  the  present  grade  be  adhered 
to,  which  is  desirable,  in  order  to  reduce  the  greater 
inclination  of  the  succeeding  planes,  to  enable  the  road 
to  surmount  the  rise  in  the  gap  through  which  Pratt's 
mill  creek  is  approached.  The  length  of  the  first  of 
these  embankments  would  be  1,460  feet,  the  second 
1,000  feet,  their  average  height  26  and  25  feet,  and 
greatest  inclination  above  the  streams  57  and  62  feet, 
respectively. 

IL  2  miles  and  85  feet— ascent  58.380  feet,  or  28. 957 
feet  per  mile. — Having  crossed  the  valley  of  Spauld- 
ing's mill  creek  branch,  at  the  close  of  the  last  section, 
by  a    grade  which  places  the  line  above  the  irregular 


the  Lycoming  and  Towanda,  and  not  by  pursuing  th 
valley  of  the  latter  until  some  one  of  the  branches 
leading  in  the  proper  direction  should  offer,  to  reach 
the  desired  point  upon  Sugar  creek.  The  descent  of 
the  valley   of  the   Towanda  to  Canton  corners,  a   dls- 


changed  to  about  N.  50° 

A  cut  of  1,000  feet,  and  25  feet  at  the  deepest  point, 
is  necessary  to  maintain  the  grade  set  down  for  thissec- 
tion;  but  the  additional  length  exhibited  by  the  profile, 
as  also  the  greater  part  of  the  embankment  across  th( 


tance  of  about  four  and  a  half  miles,  is  96  feet,  and  |  meadows,  may  be  avoided  in  the  final  location.  The 
thence,  one  and  a  half  miles,  to  the  entrance  ofthe  I  road  is  forty  feet  above  Pratt's  mill  creek,  which  may 
valley  of  Uodgers'  mill  creek,  (the  first  which  presents  readily  be  crossed,  even  at  that  elevation,  by  a  bridge 
itself  for  that  purpose,)  it  is  increased,  estimated  upon    of  less  than  one  hundred  feet. 

the  same  inclination,  to  128  feet;  all  of  which  fall  must  |  III.  2J  miles  and  325  feet— ascent  65,170  feet,  or 
be  re-ascended,  in  addition  to  the  height  ofthe  summit  ;  23.179  (eet  per  mile. — This  st-ction,  which  extends  to 
level  above  the  Lycoming,  in  about  eight  miles,  or  at  the  crest  of  ;i  gap,  caused  by  the  approach  of  two  small 
the  rate  of  nearly  forty -five  feet  per  mile.  Besides  the  :  branches  tributary  to  Rodger's  mill  branch,  leaves  Can- 


disadvantages  of  the  route  under  such  grades.it  is  ab< 
two  miles  longer  than  the  one  traced. 

Heretofore  the  line  was  confined  to  a  narrow  valley 
by  the  mountains  and  hills  by  which  it  is  bounded.  It 
now  pursues  a  course  by  the  most  direct  route  across 
the  country  to  the  close  ofthe  division,  by  the  depres- 
sion caused  by  the  head  branches  of  the  tributaries  of 
the  north  branch.  Fortunately  the  country  assumes  a 
mild  aspect.  The  Allegheny,  which  had  thrown  one 
of  its  spurs  across  the  route  near  tht  source  of  the  Ly- 
coming,  is  here  called  the  Armenia  mountain,    which 

forms,  it  is  supposed,  the  northeastern  termination  of  ,  feet,  at  RocktveU's  brancli  of  Rodger's  mill  creek, 
the  range.  It  now  turns  off  more  to  the  north,  and,  which  will  require  an  embankment  20  feet  in 
running  nearly  parallel  to  the  trace,  limits  the  streams  I  height.  The  gap  already  referred  to  is  now  fairly  en- 
which  are  tributary  to  the  north  branch.     The  streams,  I  tered,  and  along   its  western  face,  upon  slopes  of  20 


corners  on  the  right,  and  has  a  gener.il  direction, 
upon  a  line  somewhat  serpentine,  of  N.  20°  E.  The 
route,  after  crossing  Pratt's  rhill  creek,  turns  more  to 
the  north,  and  running  nearly  parallel  to  the  road  from 
Canton  corners  to  Troy,  is  traced,  for  three-fourths  of 
a  mile,  upon  ground  consisting  of  smooth  hill  sides,  at 
angles  of  aboiit  15  deg.  This  is  succeeded  by  a  mea- 
dow, requiring  an  embankment  for  600  feet  in  length, 
and  at  the  highest  point,  45  feet  in  height.  The  ground 
for  Is  miles  becomes  then  very  favorable;  cultivated 
asy  slopes,  extending  to  a  depression  for  600 


to  the  close  of  the  division,  run  across  the  general 
course  ofthe  route,  but  from  the  easy  rolling  character 
of  the  country^  and  the  depression  caused  by  the  lesser 
branches  of  the  Towanda,  they  offer  no  material  obsta- 
cle to  a  very  direct  location  and  upon  favourable 
ground. 

The  ground  which,  whenever  it  was  necessary  to 
leave  the  bottoms,  had  been  impracticable,  both  from 
its  steepness  and  the  nature  of  the  soil,  is  ntiw,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  favorable,  and  of  easy  exca- 
vation. Kock  is  stil!  abundant,  though  it  does  not  pre- 
vail to  the  same  extent  as  heretofore. 

I.  3i  miles  and  133  feet — ascent  63.975  feet,  or 
19.533  feel  per  mile. — This  section,  rising  from  the 
summit  ofthe  Lycoming,  pursues  a  course  about  north, 
along  the  western  face  of  the  Towanda  valley,  to 
Spaulding's  mill  creek  branch.  The  trace  for  the  first 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  is  found  upon  the  bottoms, 
when  it  passes  upon  i»i'Ound  composed  of  knolls, 
benches,  and  moderate  slopes,  for  the  remaining  dis- 
tance. The  average  of  these  slopes  may  be  set  down 
at  fifteen  degrees. 


degrees,  the  line  is  carried,  uninterrupted  by  a  single 
indentation  of  ravine  of  any  size,  to  the  commence- 
ment of  a  cut  of  nearly  1,000  feet  in  length,  by  which  it 
is  proposed  to  reduce  its  height  12  feet.  The  line  crosses 
the  main  road  in  this  section,  near  Pratt's. 

IV.  3g  miles  and  424  feet— accent  32,270  feet,  or 
8,791  feet  per  mile. — This  completes  the  second  di- 
vision. To  account  for  the  discrepancy  which  appears 
in  the  sum  of  the  distances  ofthe  sections  comprising 
it,  compared  with  that  already  given,  it  is  proper  to 
slate  that  it  is  caused  by  the  removal,  for  reasons  which 
will  appear  heieafter,  ofthe  sumrnit  level  to  an  extent 
equal  to  that  difference. 

From  the  close  of  the  last  section,  the  trace  is  upon 
the  face  of  hills,  rising  at  angles  of  20  degrees,  whose 
uniformity  is  uninterrupted,  except  by  two  narrow  ra- 
vines, to  a  depres.sion  formed  by  another  branch  of 
Rodger's  mill  creek,  where  the  main  road  crosses  it, 
near  Stephen  Shute's.  A  cut,  10  feet  at  the  greatest 
depth,  and  1,000  feet  long,  is  here  necessary  to  satisfy 
the  conditions  required  at  the  head  of  the  srction.  In 
the  following  distance  of  rather  more  than  half  a  mile,the 
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ground  is  not  so  favorable,  as  it  lays  at  angles  of  28 
degress,  and  is  intersected  by  three  considtrable  ra- 
vines, which  cut  it  up  into  knolls.  Tlie  valley  of  the 
princijial  branch  of  Rodger's  mill  creek,  moreover, 
must  be  crossed  by  an  embankment  of  175  ftet,  at  an 
elevation  of  4'2  feet.  Tlie  line  having  intersected  the 
main  road  at  one  of  these  depressions  near  Reuben  Ta- 
ber's,  tr.iverses  very  favorable  ground,  bolh  as  re- 
gards tlie  character  of  the  surface  and  the  nature  of 
the  soil,  for  the  remaining  portion  of  the  section. 

Thtkd  Ditisios. 
From  the  summit  level,  {north  branch  of  Tnwanja  and 
south  fork  of  Sugar  Creek, )  by  t/te  vallei/s  of  the  south 
and  north  forks,  to  tlie  South  cree/c  summit;  {north  fork 
of  Sugar  creek  and  south  creek. ) 
Subdivision  1st.  From  the  summit  level  (north  branch 
of  Towanda  and  south  fork  of  Sugar  creek)  to  Sugar 
creek  at  Long's  mill  pond,  5^  miles  and  181  feet — 
descent  315.  (Revised  distance,  Stc.  5^  miles  and 
96  feet— descent  304,550  feet.) 

The  survey  having  arrived  at  the  sumniit  level  upon 
one  of  the  head  branches  of  the  south  fork  of  Su^ar 
creek,  the  next  object  was  to  carry  the  line  to  the 
head  of  the  north  fork  of  the  same  creek.  This  north 
fork  is  also  the  source  of  South  creek,  the  valley  of 
which  leads  to  Elmira. 

Sugar  creek  divides,  in  the  vicinity  of  Troy,  into 
three  principal  branches,  called  North,  South,  and 
Middle  forks.  The  first  two,  pursuing  nearly  opposite 
courses,  embrace  within  an  arc  of  140°  a  district  of 
country  which  is  throughout  cut  into  ridges  by  the 
deep  valleys  of  these  streams  and  their  tributaries,  to 
their  very  sources.  To  carry  the  line  directly  across 
these  ridges,  is  utterly  impracticable.  It  remains, 
therefore,  to  make  a  selection  between  a  route  passing 
round  the  head  of  the  numerous  tributaries  of  Sugar 
creek,  and  another  by  the  valleys  of  the  south  and  north 
forks,  upon  a  more  e.isterly  course,  crossing  the  main 
stream  below  their  confluence. 
'  Upon  examining  the  country,  it  was  found,  that 
although  it  was  practicable  to  carry  a  road  for  the  first 
few  miles  along  the  face  of  the  Armenia  mountain, 
which  bounds  the  numerous  forks  and  branches  of 
Sugar  creek,  yet  it  was  snon  perceived,  as  the  line 
would  have  to  conform  to  this  range,  that  the  distance 
would  be  gre.atly  increased,  particularly  as  it  would  be 
necessary  to  retrace  the  line  upon  nearly  a  parallel 
course,  to  enter  the  valley  of  th.at  branch  of  the  north 
fork  which  has  its  source  with  South  creek. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  by  the  selection  of  the  eastern 
route,  although  more  direct  and  more  favorable  as  far 
as  the  lesser  accidents  of  the  ground  and  the  nature  of 
the  soil  are  concerned,  it  would  be  necessary  to  de- 
scend the  valley  of  the  south  fork  by  a  very  rapid 
grade,  at  the  expense  of  a  tolerable  deep  cut  at  the 
summit,  and  a  high  emb.ankment,  in  order  to  crossthe 
main  stream  at  an  admissible  elevation,  the  surface  of 
which  is  420  feet  below  the  summit  level.  The  equated 
distance  would,  likewise,  be  increa'sed  propor'ionally 
to  the  amount  which  such  a  trace  would  carry  the  road 
below  the  South  creek  summit,  beyond  a  line  of  the 
same  length,  drawn  to  that  point  by  descending  grades 
solely. 

Notwithstanding  these  objections,  the  eastern  route 
was  preferred  to  the  western,  as  opposing  fewer  obsta- 
cles, so  far  as  a  comp.arison  coidd  be  made  on  the  ex- 
amination had  of  the  latter  route.  Before  a  final  de- 
cision, however,-  a  thorough  examination  should  be 
made  of  the  country  to  the  westward,  to  test  the  capa- 
bilities of  a  route  in  that  direction. 

As  a  base  to  govern  the  operations  in  the  third  divis- 
ion, a  set  of  preliminary  levels  was  made  to  determine 
the  relative  heights  of  the  principal  points  down  the 
south  fork  to  the  main  stream,  and  thence  to  the  head 
of  South   creek.      The'^e  gave  the  following  results. 


summit  level  to  the  South  creek  summit,  198,715  feet, 
and  to  the  surface  of  Sugar  creek,  below  the  junction 
of  the  various  forks,  420,630  feet,  nearly  one-half  of 
which,  205,840  feet,  occurs  in  rather  less  than  the  first 
half  a  mile.  It  w,as  also  .ascertained  that  Sugar  creek 
might  be  crossed,  in  the  vicinity  of  Long's  mill  pond, 
at  an  elevation  of  at  least  100  feet,  still  leaving  320 
feet  fall  from  the  summit  level  to  that  point,  in  a  dis- 
tance estimated  at  about  five  and  a  half  miles. 

This  fall  might  be  made  by  a  series  of  inclined  planes 
and  the  application  of  stationary  engines  near  the  head 
of  the  south  fork;  but  anxious  to  continue  the  route 
applicable  to  locomotive  power,  it  was  determined  to 
fall  30  feet  in  the  first  instance,  by  a  cut  at  the  summit 
level,  and  thence,  upon  an  assumed  grade  of  1  in  100, 
strike  the  point  of  crossing  at  Sug.ar  creek.  This  was 
accomplished  under  singularly  fortunate  conditions  of 
the  ground,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  details  of  the  sec- 
tions; in  which  will  also  be  explained  the  proportions 
for  the  reduction  of  the  cut  just  mentioned. 

This  subdivision  has  a  general  course  about  N.  30°  E. 
It  occupies  the  eastern  face  of  the  valley  of  the  south 
fork  of  Sugar  creek,  which,  from  its  great  regularity, 
being  uninterrupted  throughout  by  a. single  indentation 
of  consequence,  is  broadly  contrasted  with  the  side 
opposite,  which  is  divided  in'o  high  and  narrow  ridges, 
by  a  quick  succession  of  branches,  towards  the  west. 
It  offers,  indeed,  with  but  one  important  exception,  no 
obstacle  to  a  very  direct  and  cheap  location;  and  so  uni- 
form is  the  ground  on  this  side  of  the  stream,  that  upon 
one  portion  of  it  of  about  two  and  three-fourth  miles, 
a  location,  although  removed  some  one  or  two  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  bottoms,  would  deviate  but  slightly 
from  a  straight  line. 

The  tr,ace  for  about  one-third  of  the  length  of  this 
subdivision  is  upon  cultiv.atcd  ground,  the  remainder 
being  in  woods.  The  sod  although  rock,  loose  and 
fixed,  is  sufficiently  abundant  for  all  the  common  pur- 
poses of  construction,  offers  little  or  no  obstruction  in 
the  excav.ations  and  embarkments  necessary  in  the 
road  bed  formation- 

1  '2i  miles  end  ilQ  feet— descent  U6A00  feet,  or 
52.800  feel  per  mile.—Ks  it  is  higldy  <lesirable  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  descent  to  the  crossing  at  Sugar  creek, 
a  cut  was  determined  upon  by  continuing  upward 
through  a  point  in  the  valley  of  the  south  fork,  30  feet 
below  the  summit  level,  the  plane  of  the  above  grade, 
and  by  which  the  summit  level  of  the  route  would  be 
thrown  upon  the  Towanda  side,  and  the  length  of  this 
subdivision  increased,  as  shown  by  the  revised  distance 
already  given.  A  cut  so  designed  would  have  a  length 
of  1.956  feet,  and  an  average  depth  of  12  feet;  its 
greatest  depth  being  22  feet-  Thence,  from  this  cut, 
rite  line  pursues,  upon  about  equal  distances  and  easy 
curves,  the  courses  of  N.  35°  E.,  E.  and  N.  00°E., 
upon  ground  that  is  equally  divided  between  level 
spaces  and  slopesaver.aging  12°. 

In  consequence  of  a  depression  in  the  ridge  near  the 
close  of  this  section,  caused  by  the  approach  of  Mud 
creek,  (a  branch  which  Sugar  creek  receives  a  few 
miles  below  Troy,)  and  the  south  fork,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, in  maintaining  the  desired  grade,  to  embank  for  a 
distance  of  3,450  feet,  to  a  height  at  the  lowest  point  of 
the  ridge,  of  44  feet,  or  upon  an  average  height  of  20 

''2.'  3A  miles  and  S:i6  fett— descent  118.160  feet,  or 
52  800  feet  per  mik.—Tov  the  first  2^  miles,  the  route 
isN.  50°  VV.  when,  by  a  curve  of  1,500  feet  radius,  it 
takes  a  course  of  N.  65°  E.  The  ground  traversed  is 
throughout  a  very  uniform  ridge,  having  an  average 
transverse  slope  of  10°,  and  uninterrupted  except  by 
three  narrow  and  unimportant  r.avines.  As  the  line  ap- 
proaches Sugar  creek,  it  again  turns  more  to  the  north, 
lipon  a  curve  whose  radius  is  about  1,000  feet,  in  order 
to  reach  the  most  fiuorable  point  for  crossing  the  stream. 
This  is  effected   where  Sugar  creek  changes  its  course 


corrected  by  the  subsequent  survey.     The  fall  from  the  I  suddenly  from  N.  40°  \V.  to  S.  60°  W. ,  and  at  a  height 
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of  105.630  feet  above  its  siiiFace,  by  a  briclge  of  only 
168  feet — connecting  embankments  upon  either  hand, 
whose  united  lengths  are  but  480  feet,  showing,  con- 
clusively, the  favorable  formation  of  the  ground  at  the 
point  selected,  for  maintaining  the  elevation  of  the 
roat;  an  object  of  vital  importance,  so  far  as  the  appli- 
cation of  locomotive  power  is  concerned,  when  the 
grade  already  assumed  is  ciMisidered.  The  length  of 
the  bridge  is  estimated  by  assuming  60°  for  the  slopes 
of  the  abutments,  from  a  water  line  of  88  feet,  that 
slope  being  the  natural  inclination  of  tlie  rocky  precipice 
which  forms  the  bank,  for  a  heiglit  ot  70  feet  on  tlie 
south  side. 

The  elevation  of  a  roud  across  Sugar  creek  might, 
without  much  additional  expense,  ceitainly  not  in  pro- 
portion to  tlie  advanttge  gained,  be  increased  so  as  to 
reduce  tlie  iiiclimtion  of  this  section  something  below 
50  feet  in  the  mile;  at  the  same  time  that  it  would,  in  a 
corresponding  degree,  diminish  the  elevation  to  be 
overcome  in  reaching  South  creek,  below  the  summit 
of  wliicli,  it  will  have  been  perceived,  the  grades  from 
the  summit  level  have  already  depressed  the  line. 

Stone  of  good   quality,  near  at   hand,    is   abundant, 
and  well  suited  to  the  purposes  of  the  sub-structure  of 
any  work  designed  to  cross  the  stream. 
Sulidivision  2d. — From    Sugar  creek,   at   Long's   mill 

pond,  to  the  South  creek  summit  (north  fork  of  Sugar 

creek,)  3  J  miles  and  77  feel-  ascent  116.285 /ee<. 

It  will  have  been  perceived  that,  in  order  to  cross 
Sugar  creek  at  an  admissible  elevation,  the  grades  from 
the  summit  level  cari'ied  the  line  below  the  head  of 
South  cr3ek,  by  the  quantity  given  above.  The  object 
of  tlie  present  subdivision  is,  by  regaining  an  equal  ele- 
vation, to  reach  the  summit  of  that  stream.  In  the 
survey,  this  was  done  by  carrying  the  line  upon  a  uni- 
form gr.ade  along  the  hills  on  the  east  side  of  the  valley 
of  the  north  fork,  the  general  direction  of  which  is  N. 
10°  W.  The  features  of  the  ground,  however,  in  the 
progress  of  the  survey,  sonn  showed  thai  a  route  so  de- 
signed would,  from  tiie  number  of  high  embankments 
required  to  cross  the  valleys  of  the  small  streams  tribu- 
tary to  the  north  fork,  be  very  expensive.  It  h  is, 
therefore,  been  deemed  proper  to  suggest,  upon  the 
present  knowledge  of  the  ground,  the  grades  given 
til  the  s  clions  forming  this  .subdivision;  the  survey  be- 
ing sufficient!)  full  for  the  purposes  of  description  un- 
der the  change. 

The  soil 'in  this  subdi\ision,  though  stony,  may  be 
considered,  on  the  whole,  favorable  for  grading.  Rock 
seldom  appears.  About  one-half  the  distance  is  culti- 
vated. 

I.  1§  miles  and  554  feet,  level. — The  course  of  this  sec- 
tion is  N.  ^0°  W.,  a';d  the  traces  along  the  face  of  the 
hills,  whose  angles  traverse  to  the  line,  are  about  10°. 
Besides  a  gulK-y  130  feet  wide,  four  depressions, 
caused  by  as  many  small  tributaries  of  the  north  fork, 
occur  within  the  above  limits,  requiring  embankments 
of  620,  470,  250,  and  310  feet  elevated,  at  the  high- 
est points,  8,  6,  9,  and  4  feet,  respectively.  These, 
with  excavations  to  about  an  equal  amount,  necessary 
to  straighten  llie  trace,  will  constitute  the  principal 
items  of  cost  in  the  grading.  The  soli,  though  stony 
with  the  exception  of  the  first  half  mile,  is  loo^e,  and 
susceptible  of  cultivation,  about  one-half  being  already 
appropriated  to  that  purpose. 

II.  SI  miles  and  50  feet— ascent  48. 740  feet,  or 
12.54:7  feet  per  mile. — This  section,  continued  along  the 
east  face  of  the  valley  oF  the  north  fork,  extends  to  the 
furthcrside  of  the  depression  near  Merritt's  having  cross- 
ed previously  those  at  M'Clellen's  and  the  widow  Par- 
son's. The  valleys  upon  either  hand  of  Wilburn's  are 
sufficiently  high  for  the  reduced  elevation  assumed  for 
the  road.  These  valleys,  taken  in  the  order  of  their  lo- 
cality, m.ay  be  cros-ed  by  embankments  350,  510,  and 
630  feet  long,  and  at  the  greatest  elevation  of  21,  22, 
add  25  feet,   respectively,      liesides  these,  there   are 


three  or  four  narrow  ravines,  but  of  so  little  importance 
as  not  to  affect  the  trace.  The  transverse  inclination  of 
the  ground  .averages  here  about  1  °  and  seldom  rises 
above  2  °.  The  soil,  though  stony  nearly  throughout, 
is  easy  of  excavation.  Rock  seldom  appears.  The 
entire  distance,  save  half  a  mile,  is  cultivated.  For  the 
first  half  of  the  section  the  course  is  N.  3  °  VV.;  it 
then  changes  to  N.  10°  VV. 

III.  2}  miles  and  133  feet— ascent  67,545  or  4,339 
feet  per  mile.  This  section  closes  the  third  division,  by 
reaching  the  head  of  South  creek.  The  trace  is  made 
upon  courses  of  nearly  equal  lengths,  ofN.  15°  W.,  N. 
35°  K.,and,N.  10°  E.  and  from  the  uniform  character  of 
the  valley,is!>n:nteirupted  by  a  single  indentation  of  any 
importance.  The  cross  slopes,  however,  here  increase 
to  14°  as  the  average,  and  rise  more  frequently  above 
20°,  than  lower  down  the  valley.  The  stony  soil,  with 
the  ex'-eption  of  the  last  mile  and  a  quarter,  still  pre- 
vails. Five-eighths  of  a  mile  only  of  this  section  is 
cultivated,  the  remainder  is  wooded. 

FouRTa  Division. 
From   the    South  creek  summit,    (nort/i  fork  of  Sugar 

creek  and  South  creek.)  by  the  -valky  of  South' creek, 

to    Elmira,  I Sj  miles  and  351  feet — descent  508,500 

feet. 

This  division  is  by  the  valley  of  South  creek,  until  it 
.spreads  out  into  the  extensive  flats  on  the  Chemung 
river,  and  thence,  across  these  flats  to  Elmira.  It  hns, 
upon  rather  a  circuitous  course,  a  direction  about 
north.  Unlike  that  of  the  Lycoming,  the  valley  of 
South  creek  falls  with  greater  rapidity  as  the  mouth  is 
appro.ached.  This  inclination,  which  in  the  latter,  is 
barely  sufficient  near  the  head  for  the  proper  drainage 
of  the  ground,  is  in  some  places,  so  great  below,  as  to 
render  the  bottoms  no  longer  applicable  to  the  purpo- 
ses of  the  road,  having  regard  to  locomotive  power. 
Thtse  instances,  however,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Lycom- 
ing, may  be  avoided  by  resorting  to  the  high  grounds, 
and  there  disposing  the  excess  over  a  greater  space. 
In  the  valley  of  South  creek,  this  resource,  from  the 
moder.ate  inclination  of  the  elevated  grounds  which 
skirt  the  bottoms,  would  be  attended  with  very  little 
additional  expense  over  that  of  constructing  a  road  in 
the  bed  of  tlie  valley,  as  in  many  instances  they  asctnd 
by  smoeth  and  almost  imperceptible  swells.  In  this 
respect,  and  also  in  a  greater  .absence  of  rock,  the  val- 
ley of  South  creek  possesses  a  docided  advantage  over 
that  of  the  Lycoming;  throughout  which,  in  every  in- 
stance where  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  leave  the  bot- 
toms, the  country  presented  the  most  formidable  diffi- 
culties in  the  impracticable  character  of  the  hills,  both 
as  regards  steepness  and  the  material  of  which  they  are 
composed. 

The  bottoms  upon  South  creek  have  a  breadth  of 
from  150  feet  to  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  through  which 
the  stream  flows  by  a  devious  course,  varying  in  width 
from  5  to  60  feet.  They  are  singularly  contrasted  with 
those  upon  the  Lycoming  and  the  north  and  south 
forks  of  Sugar  creek,  which,  contracting  near  the 
sources  of  the  streams,  disappear,  or  nearly  so;  whereas, 
in  the  instance  of  this  valley,  there  is  no  important 
difference  in  the  breadth  between  the  head  and  en- 
trance. These  bottoms,  forthe  most  part,  are  swampy, 
or  broken  up  into  numerous  channels  by  freshets,  with 
cultivated  portions  above  their  reach.  Wherever  the 
swampy  character  prevails,  the  inclination  of  the  valley 
is  slight;  where  broken,  it  is  from  an  increase  of  de- 
clivity, giving.to  the  stream  a  corresponding  increase  of 
velocity  and  influence  upon  its  banks. 

I.  2j  miles  and  22  feet,— descent  32,055  feet,  or 
8,634  feci  per  mile,  for  IJ  miles  and  402  feet,  and  13,268 
feet  per  milefor  li  miles  and  2S0  feet. — The  line  traced 
by  the  survey  was  upon  four  courses  of  nearly  equal 
lengths,  N.  20°  E.,  N.  2°  \V.,N.  15°  E.,  and  N.  5° 
VV.  The  first  and  second  skirt  at  the  foot  of  the  hills, 
having   slopes   of  15  deg.    upon    the   east  side  of  the 
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swamp  and  marsli  which  form  the  c»mmnnhcad  of 
South  creek  and  north  fork  of  Sugar  creek.  The  third 
crosses  the  flits  (ibliqiiely,  to  fain  tlie  west  side  of  tlie 
valley,  and  th<  nee,  Ijy  the  roiirtli,  down  tlie  middle  of 
the  bottoms,  to  the  end  of  tlie  seciion.  Tlie  best  loca- 
tion will  probably  present  itself  on  tlie  east  side,  to  the 
lower  end  of  ihe  m  irsh,  above  which  the  grade  will 
place  the  road  some  3  or  4  feet.  It  is  then  desirable 
to  reach  ihe  hills  on  the  west  side,  by  a  continuation  of 
the  course  nearly  north,  as  the  road  by  the  grade,  is 
l-emovcd  from  5  to  13  feet  above  the  bottoms.  Hav- 
ing gained  the  west  side,  the  trace  for  the  remaining 
distance  is  along  side  slopes  ranging  at  15  (leg.  The  bot- 
toms in  this  section  are  from  260  to  1,080  feet  wide, 
the  creek  from  5  to  15  feet. 

II.  4i  miles  and  360  feel— descent  106,155  feet,  or 
24,583  feet  per  mile. — This  section,  commencing  just 
above  Mill  brook,  extends  lo  Pliilo  Fossett's,  about  one 
third  of  a  mile  above  tlie  bridge  by  which  the  main 
road  crosses  the  stream.  The  v.lley  lies  upon  the  three 
courses,N.  7° 30'  E.and  N.  57°  K.  andN.7°  W.  making 
the  route  here  rather  circuitous.  The  bottoms,  from  200 
feet  to  .1  quarter  of  a  mile  wide,  are  cut  up  into  nu- 
merous channels,  where  the  descent  of  the  stream  is 
rapid,  or  subsides  into  swamps  as  the  inciin-ition  be- 
comes more  moderate.  The  extent  of  this  irregulari- 
ty may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that,  in  la^  miles  and 
60  feet,  near  the  head  of  the  section,  the  ground  falls 
73.035  feet,  or  at  the  rate  of  62,601  feet  per  mile;  so 
that,  even  if  the  bottoms  were  otherwise  available, 
their  inclination  would  be  sufficient  of  itself  to  forbid 
their  use,  having  in  view  the  desire  entertained  from 
the  first — the  adapt.ation  of  the  entire  route  to  locomo. 
tive  power.  It  is  proposed  therefore,  to  carry  the 
road  along  the  hills  on  the  western  side  of  the  valley, 
with  grades  which  shall  conform  as  nearly  to  the  one 
given  as  Ihe  ground  will  permit.  The  ground  is  favor- 
able for  such  a  locition,  being  intersected  by  no  tribu- 
taries of  the  main  stream  of  much  importance,  and  sel- 
tlom  rising  at  angles  greater  than  20°.  Tlie  soil  gener- 
ally, is  of  easy  excavation. 

III.  2i  miles  and  &  feet—descent  7 6. 310 feet,  or  30,506 
feet  per  mile. — N.  26°  W.  is  the  course  of  this  section,  1 
which  is  straight.  The  given  plane  is  nearly  coincident 
with  the  natural  inclination  of  ihe  valley,  the  bottoms 
of  which  are  very  much  broken  into  ch  innels  bv  the 
stream  during  freshets,  above  the  reach  of  which,  a 
few  feet  elevation  will  be  sufficient  to  place  the  road  in 
security.  The  proper  trace  for  this  section,  is  upon  a 
straight  line  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  to  a  point  on  the 
stream  about  800  feet  below  the  bridge  nearKvan'smill, 
where  it  proposes  to  cross,  following;  the  east  side  down 
to  the  commencement  of  section  IV.  The  double 
crossing  of  the  stream,  shown  by  the  survey  in  this  dis- 
tance, may  be  readily  avoided  by  determining  tlie  final 
trace.  The  bottoms  in  this  section  are  reduced  in  some 
places  to  a  breadth  of  nearly  I5J  feet,  and  in  otiiers 
expand  to  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mle.  The  creek  is 
from  25  to  60  feet  wide.  This  seciion  terminates  150 
feet  beyond  James  Bird's. 

IV.  3  miles  and6U  feel— •descent  150  300  feet,  or 
48  151  feet  per  mite.— This  section  carries  the  line  to 
the  broad  flats  which  extend  to  the  Cliemung.  It  has 
a  general  direction  of  N.  30°  W-,  combining  tlie  four 
courses  N.  21°  56°  37°  and  3°  W.  In  giving  uniformi- 
ty to  the  plane  of  inclination,  the  road  will  be  rem  >ved 
to  the  slopes  of  the  high  grounds,  and  to  a  heii^ht  oi 
from  5  to  15  feet  above  the  bottoms — a  great  advan- 
tage when  the  character  of  a  large  portion  of  them  is 
considered.  A  final  trace  will  avoid  all  the  crossings 
shown  by  the  survey,  except  one  in  the  vic.nity  of  Sny- 
der's. The  object  of  this  crossing  is,  to  en.able  the 
line  to  pursue  the  benches  and  side  hills  upon  the  west 
side,  in  order  to  cross  Sccley's  creek,  before  it  sepa- 
rates into  numerous  branches,  which  a  line  further  ea-.t 
would  have  to  encounter.  In  the  whole  of  the  pre- 
vious  distance,  the    roid  should  occupy   the  east  side. 
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The  hills  have  moderate  slopes,  except  where  thev 
show  themselves  upon  the  bottoms,  in  the  form  of 
banks,  which  occur  for  a  lar^c  pmportion  of  that  part 
of  the  section  which  lies  upon  the  east  side  of  the 
stream.  These  banks  are  from  10  to  40  and  50  feet 
high,  and  rise  at  angles  of  about  45°.  The  breadth  of 
the  bottoms  in  this  section,  varies  between  240  feet  and 
a  quarter  of  a  mile;  and  the  creek,  between  30  and  60 
feet.  Seeley's  creek  is  passed  with  160  ftet,  and  at  an 
elcvati.m  of  10  feet. 

V.  2^  miles  and  320  feel— descent  43.680  feet,  or 
18.904  feet  per  mile — This  section  extends  aoross  the 
flats,  to  within  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  Clie- 
mung. By  making  a  cut  through  the  bench  nearest 
the  liver,  of  10  feet,  which  would  yield  sufficient  ma- 
terials for  the  slight  embankment,  the- grade  may  be 
readily  maintained  throughout  the  seciion.  'I'he  length 
of  such  a  cut  would  be  3,550  feet,  with  an  average 
depth  of  less  than  six  feet,  through  a  loose  stony  or 
gr.avelley  soil.  N.  25°  45'  K.  is  the  course  of  this  sec- 
tion. 

VI.  I  mile  and  320  feft— level— Elinira,  N.  3'.— This 
distance  termin.ates  the  route,  by  reaching  the  entrance 
of  the  Chemung  canal  at  Elmira.  Fur  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  and  100  feet  the  line  is  continued  to  the  bank  of 
the  river,  on  the  same  course  as  section  V,  and  with  i 
grade  nearly  coinciding  with  the  natural  surface  of  the 
ground.  It  then  assumes  a  direction  of  N.  7°  0'  E.  to 
the  canal,  crossing  the  river  at  an  angle  of  about  70°j 
thus  increasing  the  distance  over  a  line  at  right  angles  to 
its  course,  about  60  feet;  a  direction,  which,  from  the 
very  favorable  character  of  the  ground  opposite  El- 
mira, may  be  readily  given  to  the  trace,  whenever  the 
point  of  termination  ot  the  road  shall  be  decided  lipdn. 
A  viaduct  for  the  Chemung,  by  the  survey,  would  have 
a  length  of  880  feet,  crossing  *wo  channels  of  330 and 
280  feet  respectively,  and  an  island  of  270  feet.  The 
level  of  this  island  is  3-540  feet,  and  of  the  river  at  the 
low  stage  16.175  feet  below  the  grade. 

Having  gone  through  the  details  of  the  route,  the 
following  table  is  annexed,  exhibitin.g  a  condensed  view 
of  the  length  and  inclination  of  the  several  grades 
therein  proposed. 

It  is  not  cDiisider -d  within  the  p:-ovince  of  the  pres- 
ent report  to  make  more  than  a  general  reference  to 
the  probable  cost  of  the  contemplated  road.  Indeed, 
with  the  present  sources  of  information,  in  estimate 
would  necessarily  rest  solely  upon  suppositious  data, 
and  as  such  v.  ould  be  of  no  practical  utility.  This 
will  be  readily  acknowledged  by  recurring  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  operations,  in  which  tile  actual  line  pursued 
by  the  survey  is,  in  many  instances,  necessarily  far  re- 
moved from  the  trace  which  will  probably  be  finally 
adopted,  and  between  wliicli  a  few  points  only,  will 
there  be  a  precise  coincidence.  The  survey  was  in  fact 
purely  experimental,  to  determine  the  main  features  of 
the  country  through  which  the  road  would  pass,  and 
sufficient  only  to  decide  upon  the  single  question  of  the 
feasibility  of  the  pr  iject.  So  far,  it  is  believed,  the  sur- 
vey has  satisfactorily  accomplislied  the  object. 

But,  although  'he  requisite  data  have  not  been  ot)^ 
tained  for  forming  an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of 
the  undertaking,  sufficient  inrormatinrt  was  developed 
in  the  progress  of  the  survey  to  show  that  a  rad-road 
from  Williamsport  to  Elmira  may  be  execute 
liavin"  to  contenl  against  any  extraordinary  difficulties 
or  those  requiring  expen.litures  beyond  other  works  o 
the  sam-  description, 'traversing  similar  regions  of  coun- 
try. The  only  operations  of  real  magnitud-,  and 
which  would  require  large  disbursements  in  the  execu- 
lion,  are  those  involved  in  the  long  planes  upon  the 
Lycoming  and  south  fork  of  Sugar  creek;  to  all  of 
which  reference  uill  be  made  hereafter,  when  speaking 
uf  the  p  .rlial  Use  of  inclined  planes  in  the  route-  To 
these  may  be  added  the  embankments  at  Shroeder's  and 
Spaulding's  mill  creek  branches;  the  cut  at  Pratt's  mill 
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creek;  and  the  bridges  over  Sugai-  creek  at  Long's  mill 
pond,  and  the  Chemung  river  at  Elmira. 

Upon  the  otlier  hand,  there  are  extensive  portions  of 
the  route  that  can  be  constructed  as  cheaply  as  any 
similar  work  of  equal  length.  The  lower  division  of 
the  Lycoming  may  be  mentioned  as  a  reniirkable  in- 
stance'of  this  description;  in  which  with  unimportant 
exceptions,  the  trace  of  a  road  may  be  drawn  conform- 
ing nearly  with  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground,  and, 
at  the  same  lime,  traverse  the  shortest  line  from  point 
to  point  of  the  valley.  It  is  true  that  the  Lycoming  is 
crossed  15  times  in  this  distance;  but,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered tliat  tiie  average  length  of  the  necessary 
biidges  is  about  120  feet,  and  that  upon  the  spot  are 
found  materials  of  the  best  quality  and  in  the  greatest 
abundance,  suitable  for  their  construction,  the  cost  un- 
der this  head  will  not  be  deemed  very  formidable,  par- 
ticitlarly  if  wood  be  used  in  their  superstructure.  Of 
the  divisions  included  in  the  distance  between  the  Ly- 
coming summit  and  the  head  of  South  creek,  fwith 
the  exceptions  already  made,)  the  same  formidable 
opinion  miy  be  expressed;  and,  also,  of  the  valley  of 
South  creek,  aloi>g  wliicli  a  road  may  be  formed  with- 
out nreeting  any  formidable  obstruction  requiring  a 
large  expenditure.  Upon  the  whole,  the  route,  as  a 
mountain  route,  may  be  considered,  .as  regards  inclina- 
tion of  the  grades,  directness  of  trace,  character  of  the 
ground,  and  nature  of  the  soil,  proximity  and  abun- 
dance of  materials  as  peculiarly  favorable. 

It  was  not  intended,  by  carrying  out  in  the  report 
the  details,  with  a  view  to  locomotive  power,  to  exp)-ess 
any  preference'  for  that  mode  over  a  system  which 
would  combine  with  it  stationiry  power,  as  better 
suited  to  the  features  of  some  portions  of  the  route,  but 
solely  to  show,  by  means  of  the  experimental  survey, 
the  entire  practicability  under  such  a  condition;  leaving 
the  ultimate  question  to  be  decided  hereafter  upon 
more  comprehensive  and  minute  surveys,  which  would 
yield  the  necessary  data  for  making  comparaiive  esti- 
mates of  the  first  cost  of  the  work  and  of  the  m-oving 
power;  of  the  annu.al  expense  of  maintaining  s.aid  pow- 
er, and  the  necessary  repairs  under  each  system;  with 
statements  showing  the  facilities  as  to  time,  accommo- 
dation. Sec.  8cc.  which  they  would  respectively  offer; 
all  of  which  are  essential  to  a  prnper  cho'cc. 

That  the  route  in  its  whole  extent  is  applicable,  with 
but  three  exceptions,  to  locomotive  power  at  moderate 
grades,  has  been  satisfactorily  demonstrated  by  the 
present  survey.  These  exceptions  are  upon  the  Ly- 
coming below  M'Ntt's,  on  the  soiLth  fork  of  Sugar 
creek,  and  on  South  creek,  between  Bird's  and  the 
Chemung  flats,  the  former  lying  south,  the  others  north 
to  the  summit  level;  and  which,  comprising,  respective- 
ly, distances  of  considerable  length,  upon  nearly  uni- 
form inclinat  ons,  allow  of  the  advantageous  appl  ca- 
tion of  auxiliary  locomotive  power,  in  overcoming  the 
usual  inclination  of  the  road  at  these  points  of  the 
route. 

If,  however,  the  proper  investig.ition  should  result  in 
favor  of  the  partial  use  of  :?tationary  poucr,  such  an 
application  would  be  confined  to  the  portions  of  the 
route  above  indicated;  in  which,  with  the  exception  of 
the  narrow  gorge  upon  the  Lycoming,  tlie  ground  lies 
remarkably  favorable  for  the  locaiion  of  the  necess  ny 
planes.  The  first  coscof  the  work  would  doubtless  be 
favorable  to  such  a  selection,  principally  near  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Lycoming,  where  the  gr;ides,  by  conform- 
ing more  nearly  to  the  bed  of  the  valley,  would  .avoid 
the  large  expenditure  necessary  to  maintain,  for  some 
miles  along  the  face  of  steep  and  rocky  hills,  a  uni- 
form inclination,  in  order  to  overcome  the  sudden  rise 
in  the  country  at  that  point;  and  on  the  south  fork  of 
Sugar  creek,  where,  by  the  inir.uluction  of  one  or  two 
planes  near  the  head  i/f  that  stream,  the  necessity  would 
no  longer  exist  for  the  deep  cut  at  the  summit  level,  or 
the  high  and  expensive  embantimcnt  at  the  depression 
of  the  ridge,  forming  the  east  face  of  the  valley  of  the 


south  fork;  both  of  which  are  required  ander  a  system 
of  grades  adapted  to  locomotive  power. 

By  the  cursory  exatninations  made  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  survey,  it  was  found  that  the  chief  ma- 
terials r-.quired  in  the  construction  of  a  rail-road  were 
abundant  and  accessible  at  utmost  every  point  of  the 
route.  Timber,  of  a  number  of  kinds,  suitable  for  the 
various  purposes  of  consruction  in  a  road  of  this  de- 
scription, is  advantageously  found  interspersed  through- 
out its  whole  length'.  Among  these  are  white  and  otli- 
er oaks,  white  and  yellow  pine,  hemlock,  chea- 
nut,  walnut,  hickory,  sycamore,  beech.  Sec.  &c., 
which  may  be  adopted  as  the  growth  successively  va- 
ries, or  according  to  their  suitableness  to  the  particular 
kind  of  structure."  Loeust,  so  valuable  as  sleepers,  is 
found  growing  spontaneously  along  both  shores  of  the 
west  branch,"  for  eighty  m'iles  above  Williamsport, 
where  it  may  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable  rate.  Stone 
of  a  good  quality  for  the  common  purposes  of  a  road, 
and  for  building,  in  culverts,  bridges,  &c.  &c.,  is  suffi- 
cienlly  abundant;  but  none  of  a  suitable  kind  for  the 
blocks  and  sills  of  a  r.ail-road  w.a3  discovered,  though 
no  doubt  exists  that,  upon  a  proper  examination  of  the 
country,  an  ample  supply  may  be  obtained  of  the  fit 
description. 

The  facility  afforded,  in  the  construction  of  a  road, 
at  either  end  of  the  line,  by  the  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania canals,  for  the  introduction  of  materials,  not 
convenient,  or  of  the  best  quality,  upon  the  immediate 
site  of  the  road,  is  a  coiisideration  which  should  not  be 
overloiikcd.  The  transportation  by  these  channels  of 
the  single  article  of  rads,  which  will  probably  be  ob- 
tained from  abroad,  fro  n  the  seaport,  would  form  of  it- 
self no  inconsiderable  item  in  saving,  over  the  ordinary 
means  of  conveyance. 

In  conclusion,  it  remains  for  me  to  express  my  ac- 
knowledgments to  Lieutenants  Boyce.  Irwin,  and  Dray- 
ton, United  States  army,  whose  unremitting  assiduity 
brought  the  survey,  forming  the  subject  of  the  present 
report,  to  so  early  a  compleiion. 

Kespecifully  submitted. 

HAUIM.\NBACHE, 
Brevet  Major  and  Topographical  Engineer. 


IMPOUT.VNr  DECISION  TO   MEUCIIANTS. 
Orisioy  OF  the  Court  delivered  uy  Judge  BALDWiJf. 
The  United  St;vtes')  On  writ  of  error  from  the  District 
vs.  C  Court. 

Halberstadt.       3 

The  case  in  the  District  Court,  was  an  action  brought 
by  the  United  States  to  recover  from  the  defendant,  a 
penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars,  for  removing  an  emp^ 
ly  cask  which  had  contained  imported  spirits,  before 
the  marks  and  numbers  which  had  been  put  tliereon, 
pursuant  to  Uie  provisions  of  the  collection  act  011799, 
had  been  defaced  as  directed  by  the  44th  section 
thereof. 

The  case  was  submitted  to  a  jurv,  who  found  a  spe- 
cial verdict,  "that  the  dcfcndalit  did  remove  the 
cask  described  in  the  declaration,  witiiout  having  the 
marks  erased  tlierefrom,  and  had  purchased  the  same 
fiom  some  person  unknown  to  tlie  jury,"  on  which 
judgment  was  rendered  for  the  defendant. 

The  only  question  made  at  the  bar  is  whether  the 
penalty  prescribed  attaches  to  the  purchaser  of  such 
empty  cask.  The  forty-fourth  section  of  tlie  law  pro- 
vides— that  on  the  sale  of  auv  empty  cask  which  had 
con-aine.l  iiuporled  spirits,  and  before  the  delivery  to 
the  pure  aser,  or  any  removal  thereof;  the  marks  and 
numbers  w  liich  s!uali  have  been  set  tliereon,  shall  be 
defaced  and  obliterated  in  presence  of  an  officer  of  the 
customs,  at  which  time  the  certificate  which  ought  to 
accompany  such  cask,  shall  be  returned  and  cancelled. 
These  are  the  directory  parts  of  the  law,  prescribing 
wh.at  shall  be  done;  the  clause  which  inflicts  the  penal- 
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tj'-  IS.  And  every  person  wlio  shall  obi. terate,  counter-  I  removal,  lie  can  have  no  possession  of  llie cask. for  eucli 
leit,  aller,  op  (kl'ace,   any  mark  or  number,  placed  by    purpose. 

an  officer  of  inspection,  upon  any  cask  containinj,'  spir-  i  '1  here  is  therefore  no  one  directory  provision  of  this 
lis,  or  any  ccitiHc.ite  thereof.  Or  wl.o  sl.all  sell,  or  m  ;  section,  which  tlie  purchaser  is  enjoined  to  perform, 
any  way  alienate,  or  remove,  any  eak  winch  lias  been  '  nor  any  duly  imposed  on  him,  the  omission  of  which 
emptied  before  the  marks  anil  nninbers  have  been  so  '  can  be  deemed  a  violation  of  the  law;  but  the  law  does 
ilelaccd,  in  presence  of  an  otHcer,  or  who  shall  i.eglect  '  :'pply  dirCLtly  to  the  owner  or  seller,  on  whom  every 
or  refuse  to  deliver  the  certificate  i>siicd  to  accompany  |  duty  is  enjoined,  who  has  it  in  his  power  to  perforin 
tlie  cask,  of  which  the  marks  .^iid  numbers  shall  have  every  act  required,  and  on  whom  the  penalty  for  omiii- 
been  defaced,  on  being  required  by  an  officer  of  in-  sion  can  and  ouglit  to  be  visited.  It  would  be  a  severe 
spection  of  the  customs,  shall  forfeit  one  hundred  dol-  I  construction  of  the  penal  part  of  this  law,  to  attach  the 
lars.     3  Vol.  U.  S.  Laws,  17'  i  ,■    .    .         . 

If  the  penal  part  of 

the  words  "every  pcr-o 

prehend  the'purchr 


section  is  alone  considerei 
•ho  shall  reniove,"&c.  wou 
,as  well  the  seller  of  an  em 
ty  cask;  but  in  coiislruciin^'-  a  penal  .statute,  llie  pa 
which  directs  the  per'uiiiiance  of  an  act,  must  be  cui 
nected   with    that  wliicli  inipniScs   the  penally   for   i 

11,  so  that  it  shall  be  imposed  only  on  ihe  del.n-  j  c 


forleiturc  to  a  purchaser,  when  he  liad  not   the  meai 

ofavoidnj  it  in  his  power:— such  cunsti-uction  ougl 

not  to  be  given,  unless  the  words  are  too  plain  and  in 

plained,   or  applied  according  to  tl 


quent  party.  |  the   marks  have 

"  It  is  (also)  unquestionably  a  correct  legal  pHnci-  [  shall  refuse  or 
pie,  that  a  forfeiture  can  only  be  applied  to  those  cases,  !  when  thereto 
in    which    the   means  prescribed  fur  the  prevention  of  1  shall  forfeit  om 


n.d, 
pies  of  justice.  Those  u»ed  in  the  penal  clause 
It  of  this  description — llicy  aie,  "  .And  every  per- 
ho  shall  sell, or  many  way  alienate.or  remove  any 
ptiid  of  its  contents  before 


the  forfeitur 


["he  first 


;  may  1 
inquiry 


.363. 
ill  prevent  the  for 
fciture;  next,  by  whom  the  acts  directed  to  be  done 
must  be  performed;  and  lastly,  whether  they  can  be 
pel  formed  by  the  purchaser. 

The  first  a';t  in  order,  of  time,  is  notice  to  some  offi- 
cer of  inspection  or  of  the  customs,  to  attend  at  the  time 
of  defiicing  the  marks  and  number.s.  2.  The  defacing 
tliem  in  the  presence  of  such  officer,  j.  Retiirning 
aiiJ  cancelling  the  certificate; — if  these  acts  are  done, 
there  can  be  no  forfeiture  for  the  removal  of  the  cask, 
as  every  requisition  of  the  law  is  complied 


sked. 


been  ddaced  as  aforesaid,"  "  or  who 
u  gleet  to  d.-liver  the  certificate,  &c. 
cquired  by  an  officer  of  inspection," 
hundred  dollars— for  what  it  may  be 
ror  selling,  or  in  any, way  alienating,  or  remov- 
eask  in  violation  of  the  previous  directions, 
re  applicable  exclusively  to  the  owner  or  seller. 


ohibii 


ve,    before    dtfacii 


the 


marks,  and  the  penalty  for  the  removal, must  have  been 
intended  to  apply  to  the  same  person,  not  only  from 
the  whole  scope  ol'  the  44'.li  section,  but  the  provisions 
of  the  4:)d.  Ti.e  latler  inflicts  a  forfeiture  of  both  cask 
and  spirits,  if  a  full  cask  is  found  in  the  possession  of 
liny  person,  unaccompanied  with  the  marks  and  certifi- 
caie; — ihis  forfeiture  attaches  to  the  article,  in  the  hands 
if  the  purch.iser.     Now  if  Congress  h.ad  intended 


Though  the  law  does  not  designate  the  seller,  or  ,  att.ach  the  pecuniary  forfeiture,  to  the  purchaser  of  : 
owner  of  the  cask,  as  the  person  who  is  to  do  these  i  cask  found  in  his  possession  empty,  with  the  marks  not 
acts;  it  does  so  by  necessary  impi  cation  from  the  words    defaced,   a   similar  provision  would  have  been  inserted 


used,  "  That  on  Uie  sile  of  any  ca:k,"  &.c.  "  and  pri 
or  to  the  delivery  thei-eof  to  the  purchaser,  or  any  re- 
moval thereof;"  the  defacing  the  marks,  and  the  re- 
turn and  cancelling  of  the  certificate,  are  simultaneous 
acts,  whicli  it  will  be  seen  hy  a  reference  to  the  41,  42, 
and  43   sections,  must  be  done  bv  the  owner  or  seller. 

The  41st  section  directs  the  Ml,  w  ;,..•,  .,;  , ',;   Cofficer 
of  inspeclions,    to  give  lo  llie    ,  / /./cr,  or 

cwjs/^nce,  a  particular  certifir, I  ;  i     .        .   cimpa- 

iiy  each  cask  of  spirits,  the  form     I  .i !.  ^  ii  i^  ;ir   ^ci-ib.d- 

The  42d  section  directs  the  insjieclors  to  make  en- 
tries of  all  certificates. 

The  43d  section  directs,  that  on  the  sale  of  any  spir- 
its, the  certificates  shall  be  delivered  to  the  parckaser  I  the  purchaser  ot  t 
thereof,  on  pains  of  forfeiting  filty  dolL.rs  for  each  cer-        Of  the  four  act 


the  next  section.  Or  had  the  penalty  been  intended 
to  attach  lo  purchaser,  and  seller  alike,  the  clause, 
would  have  been  "  every  person  who  shall  sell  or  in 
any  way  alien.ate,  purchase,uT  remove,"  and  the  directo- 
ry part  would  have  contained  a  prohibition  lo  the  pur- 
chaser to  receive  the  cask,  in  which  case  the  penally 
would  have  been  incurred  by  his  disobedience.  This  omis- 
sion to  provide  for  the  case  ol  any  other  than  the  owner 
or  seller  of  the  cask,  is  a  clear  indication  that  the  sense 
of  Congress  was  to  include  no  others  within  the  penal 
enactnients;  more  especially,  when  taken  in  connection 
with  the  last,  providing  for  the  neglect  or  refusal  to 
deliver  the   certificate,  wdiich  can  in  no  case  apply  to 

mpty  cask. 

lich  are  the  constituents  of  the 


tificale 

tainiug  snirits  is 

agd  certificate,   i 


[fusil 


nd  if  any  rask  con-    otTence,  selling,  alienating,  removing, 
companid  with  the  marks  !  glecling  to   deliver  the   certificate;— there  are   tlu-e 
I  he  possession  of  any  person,  it  sh.all  '  which  can  be  done  only  by  the  owner  or  selle 


;  evidence  th  it  tlie  same  is  liable  lo  for^ 


be  presumpt 
feiture. 

As  the  certificate  then  mnst  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
owner  of  the  spirits,  and  the  cask  which  contains  them, 
until  it  has  been  emptied  of  its  contents,  and  must  be 
delivered  up  and  cancelled  upoa  the  sale  of  the  cask 
and  before  its  delivery  lo  the  purcliasrr,  or  removal; 
it  must  be  done  by  the  person  who  is  bound  to  have 
the  certificate  in  his  possession  with  the  c  isk;  be  is  also 
the  person  who  is  to  give  notice  lo  the  officer,  and  de- 
face the  marks  in  his  presence.  This  person  is  there- 
fore llie  owner  or  seller,  who  must  reUiin  the 
till  tl.e  sale,  if  of  a  full  cask  he  must  delive 


removin 
ingihe  1 


may  be  done  by  the  purchaser,  but  connect- 
ord"  "  remove,"  with  the  context,  as  well  as 
the  two  sections,  it  appears  lo  refer  to  the  same  person, 
who  sells  or  alienates.     The  clause  of  the  44tli  section 
imposing  the  forfeiture,  follows,  the  prohibitary  clause 
so  closely,  as  to  cleirly  point  out  their  connection  and 
dependence;   every  person  who  removes  the  cask,  in- 
curs the  penalty,  for  not  defacing  the  marks  "  prior  to 
the  delivery  thereof  to  ihe  purchaser,  or  any  removal 
tliereof,"  or  not  returning  and  cancelling  the  cerlificate. 
Tlierc  is  no  forfeiture  for  purchasing,  or  having  in  pos- 
cerlificale    session,  an  empty  spirit  cask,  with  ihe  marks  on  it  un- 
r  it  to  the     defaced;  the   law  does   not   look   beyond  the  sale,  or 


purchaser;  if  an  emptv  one,  he  must  cancel  it,  or  it  prohibit  any  act,  alter  f.e  cask  is  delivered  to  the  pur- 
must  be  done  by  the  o'fficer  b.fore  delivery  or  removal,  chaser;  every  duty  enjoined  is  antecedent,  and  a  for- 
These  privsions  of  the  law  point  to  the  owner  or  sel-  feiture  is  incurred  by  every  omission,  but  none  can  be 
ler,  as  plainly  as  if  he  was  especially  n.amed;  they  also  ,  incurred  where  no  duty  is  enjoined.  Ihe  removal 
necessarily  exclude  the  purchaser,  as  he  can  in  no  event  merely  is  no  oflrence,  it  must  be  a  removal  before  the 
be  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  certificate;  he  can-  ■  marks  are  efTaced,  as  directed  fjy  the  law;  the  means  of 
not  return  or  cancel  it;  an  1. as  the  notice  to  the  officer,;  preventing  the  forfeiture  can  be  used  by  the  seller, 
and  defacing  Ihe  marks,  must  precede  the  deliverv  or  ;  but  not  by  Ihe  purchaser;  and  the  latter  ought  not  to 
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be  visited  wilh  the  default  of  the  former,  unless  the  law 
would  become  inoperative  by  confining  it  to  the  owner 
or  seller.  Every  object  in  vitw,  seems  to  be  fully  ef- 
fected, by  the  imposition  of  one  forfeiture  for  one  of 
fence,  which  is  constituted  by  the  one  act  of  removal; 
by  adopting  a  different  construction,  the  forleilure 
V/puId  atiach  to  the  owner,  his  agent  in  selling,  the  la- 
borer who  would  remove  it  from  its  position,  the  dray- 
man, the  purchaser,  as  well  as  eveiy  person  througli 

vhose  hands  the  cask  might  pass  from  time  to  time 

The  words  of  the  law  do  not  admit  of  s-uch  successive 
and  cutnulative  forfeitures;  in  the  other  hand,  their 
import  is  inconsistent  with  such  intention:  the  phrase- 
ology is  peculiar^"  or  who  shall  sell,  or  in  any  wav 
alienate  or  remove."  It  is  vtry  clear  that  the  person 
who  sells,  or  in  any  wav  alienates  or  removes,  can  be 
no  other  t|,an  the  seller,— and  that  none  other  can 
have  been  within  the  scope  of  these  words,  which  were 
evidently  used  in  order  to  prevent  anv  evasion  of  the 
by  the  owner,  in  alienating  or  in  any  w.y  dispos- 
ing, or  parting  with  the  possession  of  the 
ilh  the  law — although  he  had 


ing  of, 

cask  before  complyii  g  ' 

niade  no  actual  sale  of  it. 


This  v.ew  of  the  law  makes  every  word  operative,  it 
affixes  the  penalty  to  the  pervon  who  can  prevent  the 
commission  of  the  offence,  and  is  the  delinquent  on 
whom  it  ought  to  be  imposed.  To  extend  the  forfeiture  to 
the  purchastr  «ho  cannot  sell,  or  in  any  «av  alienate 
the  cask,  is  not  required  by  the  terms  <if  the'hiw,  and 
ing  within  its  operation,  a  ca.'e 


From  the  Pennsylvania  Inquirer. 
CLANDESTINE  MAHRIAGES. 
An  Interesting  Law  Case. 
Supreme  Codrt  of  Pexns\lvania.  ? 
Philadelphia,  1835.      5 
Samcil  Heli-febstein.T  Error    to    (he    District 
V     Court  for  the  city  and 


David  Th 


county  of  I'hiladel'i 


would 
plated. 

This  view  of  the  44th  scctio 
judicial  construction  of  the  43d, 
preme  Court. 


I,  is  confirmed  bv  the 
in  the  Circuit  and  Su- 


The  first  claiife  directs  the  certificate  accompanying 
a  full  cask,  to  be  delivered  to  the  purcl  ascr;  it  is  there- 
fore held  that  the  clause  imposing  the  forfeiture,  if  it 
IS  found  in  the  possessoin  of  any  person  without  the 
certificate,  refers  to  the  person 
purchaser. 

The  forfeiture  does  not  atiach.    if  the  casts  are  in 
possession  of  a  wrongdoer,   and  is  incuired    onh  by  a 

"    "yP^  special  provision  of  ihe  Imv,  by  a  party 

quire- 


who  hits  it 


prov 
power  tocomp'v  with  .,, 
ments,  and  all  the  constituents  of  ih'e  offence 
1st    in  the  case.      1  Paine  510,  8.C.     12  Wli 
W'h.  424. 

This  is  consldf  red  a  highly  penal  stalu-e,  which 
not  to  be  extended  beyond  its  express  lett 


low 

not  be  eiiLirged  beyond  lii 
'   '    '  I  imposed:  4  C 


ovisions,  for  the  violation 

,  562.  Sr-or  by  ifie  acts  or 

.......ons  of  persons  over  whom  the  parly  could  have 

3  control.     lb.  365. 

The  same  construction  has  been  given  to  the  51st 
rt.nn    Hhich  imposes  a  forfeiture  of  any  snirits.  which 


shall  have  been  i 

law:  the  removal  whlc 

feiture,  must  be  made  i 


David  Thomas,  the  plaintifl^  below  and  defendant  in 
error,  brought  this  action  against  Samuel  Helfl^enstein, 
a  clergyman,  for  the  penally  ol  £50,  for  jomingin  mar- 
riage Stephen  Thomas,  under  the  age  of  21  years,  a 
son  of  the  defendant,  to  a  certain  Mary  Meredith,  with- 
out publication  of  banns,  and  without  a  certificate  of 
the  consent  of  the  said  David. 

By  the  original  Act  passed  in  1700,  entitled  "An 
Act  for  pi-eventing  clandestine  marriages,"  it  is  enact- 
ed "  that  the  paients  or  gumdians  shall,  if  they  conve- 
niently can,  be  consulted  with  before  the  marriage,  and 
the  pai  ties'  clearness  of  all  engagements  signified  by  a 
cenificale  from  si  me  credible  person  where  they 
ha\e  li\ed,  or  do  live,  produced  to  such  religious  soci- 
ety to  which  they  relate,  or  to  some  justice  of  the  peace 

j  of  the  county  in  which  they  live,  and  by  their  affixing 
their  intentions  of  n  arriage  on  the  Court  House  or 
Meeting  House  doors  in  each  respective  county  where 
the  parties  do  reside  or  dwell,  one  month  before  so- 
lemnization  thereof;  'he  which  said  publication,  before 

I  it  be  so  affixed  as  afbresaid,  shall  be  brought  before  one 

I  or  more  justices  of  the  peace,  in   the  respecti\e  coun. 

1  ties  to  which  they  respectively  belong;  which  justice 
shall  subscribe  the  said  publication,  witnessing  the 
lime   of  such  declaration,  and  date  of  the  said  publica- 

j  lion  so  to  be  affixed  as  aforesaid"!! 

I  By  the  same  act  if  any  person  should  presume  to 
marry,  or  be  accessary  to  any  marriage,  without  a  pre- 
vious publication  of  the  intent  to  marry,  the  person 
has  pcssession  as  "'"rried  was  subject  to  a  penalty  of  £20,  and  every 
witness  present  at  such  marriage,  to  a  forfeiture  of  £5, 
and  to  damages  to  the  party  grieved. 

Marriages  in  religious  societies  are  excepted  out  of 
the  Act  provided  notice  be  given. 

It  is  very  obvious  that  such  a  law  could  rot  be  effi, 

cient — as,  instead  of  punishing  those  wl.oj'Mnfrf  others 

in  marriage,  it  punished  the  party  momfrf — as  if  a  pen. 

altyofdE20,   though  to  pay  it  might  probably  absorb 

the   united  fortunes  of  the  married,    would  from  mar- 

niiage  deter  lovers  for  ever.     In   the   simple  state   of 

society  when  the  Act  was  passed,  people  did,  however 

nt  day,  frequently  marry 

:ver,  often  then,  as  in  the 

ucement  to  marriage — l)ilter 

old   weather;   for,   when  two   lie  together,  then  they 

have  heat;  but  how  can  one  be  warm  alone?     Ecclesi- 

aste',  c.  4.  V.  11. 

The  law  having  been  eluded,  to  remedy  the  evil,  a 
supplement  to  the  original  Act  was  passed  in  1829-30; 
the  first  section  of  which  enacts,  "  that  no  person  or 
persons  shall  presume  to  publish  the  banns  of  matrimo- 
ny, or  intentions  of  marriage,  between  any  person  or 
pel  sons,  ill  any  church  or  chapel,  or  other  place  of  wor- 
ship, unless  one  of  the  parties  at  least,  live  in  the  town, 
county,  or  city  where  such  publication  shall  be  made. 


4Sr. 


by  any 


ition  from  its  supposed  policy,  or  be  so  construed  '  l'"^  ^T  """^-m^  "'  *''^  ^^ 
mpose  a  duty  which  the  party  cu'd  not  perform  i  *^''""'  '°"^-  ^  '^"^/"s,  ho 
h.  424.  5.  And  the  part  imposing  a  forfeiture, will  !  P'*^^"'  '^^^^'    another  indu 


?d  arid  marked,  as  directed  by 
subjects  the  owner  to  a  for- 
h  his  consent,  or  some  nficr,n 


S.  p.  10.    H'h.  424.   12.  I  and  unless  the   person  or  persons  making,  or  causing 

I  to  be  made,    such  publication,    shall   have  received  a 

In  Ihe  application  of  these  rules  to  the  penal  nart  of  i  <=^'' ''''<=*'!=  "*  the  consent  of  the  parent,  guardian,  mas- 

.1  I    "  y  i  ter,  or  mistress  of  the  parties,  who  ought  to  g.ve  such 

"lade  ,  certificate,  live  within  the  province." 
consequence  of  a  sale,  or  some  wn'v-nT'll  °i  i  ..  ^y  '}'?  ^<"'°'''^  ''P'''°"  ''  '^  ^"■?<=!^'i  "  'h^t.if  .-iny  jus- 


the  44th  section,  it  must  be  referred  to  a 

by  the  owner  or  seller,  from  li;=  t"   <i.- 

another 

of  alienation 

not  to  the  person  w  ho  receives'it  after  a  purch 

j.^J|'JJ"''smentof  the  District  Court  is  thei 


clergymai',  minister,  or  other  pers 

I  shall  lake  opon  hm  or  them,  to  join   in  marriage  any 

'"^^  I  per.-on  or  persons,  or  if  any  justice  of  the  peace  shall 

;fore  af-  j  be  presc  nt   at,  and  subscribe   his  name  as  a  witness  to 

I  any  marriage,  without  such  publication  being  made  as 

aforesaid,    such  justice  of  the  peace,   minister,  clergy- 
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man,  or  other  person  taking  upon  liim  to  sign,  make, 
or  cause  to  be  made,  any  publication  contrary  to  the 
directions  of  the  Act,  or  shall  marry  or  join  in  marriage, 
any  person  or  persons  not  pubhshed  as  in  the  nriginal 
Act,  and  tliis  Act  (the  siip|ilement)  is  directed,  every 
justice  of  the  peace,  clergyman,  minister  or  other  per- 
son so  offending,  shall  for  tvery  such  offVnce,  forfeit 
the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  to  be  recovered  by  the  person 
or  persons  grieved,  if  they  will  sue  for  the  same." 

Section  third. — Marrying  in  rehgious  societies  not 
forbid  by  the  Act,  so  as  notice  be  given,  &c. 

Tlie  Jury  having  given  the  plaintifi'a  verdict  for  the 
penalty,  the  defendant  sued  out  a  writ  of  error,  and 
the  following  errors,  founded  on  exceptions  to  the 
chaige  of  the  Court  to  the  Jury,  were  assigned: 
'J'he  Court  erred  in  charging— 
1st.  That  so  much  of  the  Acts  of  Assembly,  of 
1729 — 30,  as  requires  the  publication  of  banns,  or  in- 
tention of  marriage,  is  not  obsolete,  and  is  applicable  to 
the  present  d.iy. 

2d.  In  charging— that  in  the  absence  of  all  evidence 
of  an  affirmative  character,  the  Jury  might  presume  (he 
banns  of  matrimony  were  not  published  according  to 
the  Act  of  Assembly. 

3d.  In  charging— that  it  was  not  material  to  the 
plaintiff's  recovery  to  show  that  the  minor  was  depen- 
dent for  support  on  liiin,  and  that  it  w'as  no  obstacle  in 
the  way  of  the  plaintiff's  recovery  that  the  minor,  at 
the  time  of  the  marriage,  was  not  so  dependeiit. 

4th.  In  charging — that  the  dtlemlant  would  be  lia- 
ble to  the  penally  <:f  the  Act,  although  the  minor  was 
not  depeiulent  on  his  father  fur  support,  if  otherwise 
liable,  and  that  the  plaintiff,  the  minor's  father,  could 
recover  th.at  penalty,  even  if  the  Jury  believed  that  the 
minor,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  lived  away  from  his 
father,  and  supported  himself. 

5th.  In  charging — that  the  Jury  might  presum.e  that 
the  plaintiff;  the  father  of  the  minor,  was  aggrieved, 
in  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

The  opinion  of  the  Court  was  delivered  by 
GIBSON,  C.  J. — The  notion  that  the  acts  of  1700 
and  1729 — 30,  are  obsolete  in  their  provisions  for  pub- 
lications of  banns,  is  a  novel  one.  These  provisions 
were  not  introduced  to  serve  a  particular  time  or  occa- 
sion; and  tliey  are  consequently  the  law  of  our  day, 
though  capable,  as  held  in  Radebagh  vs.  Sanks,  of  be- 
ing satisfied  by  less  than  the  certificates  of  consent  ap- 
pointed as  the  statutory  substitute  for  publication.  It 
was  held  in  that  case  that  the  penalty  is  not  incurred 
by  the  performance  of  the  marriage  ceremony  without 
publication  or  certificate,  where  the  acts  and  declara- 
tions of  the  plaintiff  h,ave  been  such  as  m.ay  have  led 
the  defendant  to  believe  that  the  marriage  was  desired 
by  him.  But  where  there  was  not  actual  consent, 
or  such  indications  of  it  as  would  make  an  averment  of 
dissent  or  fraud,  which  it  is  not  the  policy  of  the  sta- 
tute to  encourage,  it  never  has  been  doubted  that  its 
requirements  must  have  been  complied  with  in-  or- 
der to  save  the  penalty,  though  not  to  legalize  the  mar- 
riage. 

The  next  point  however  was  erroneously  ruled  by 
charging  that,  in  the  absence  of  proof  to  tlie  contrary, 
the  jury  might  presume  that  the  banns  were  not  pub- 
lished according  to  the  statute. 

The  general  rule  undoubtedly,  is  to  dispei^se  with 
proof  of  a  negative,  the  burthen  being  cast  on  him  who 
asseris  the  affirmative.  But  to  ihis  there  are  two  ex 
ceptions;  the  first  where  the  truth  of  the  allrgatinn  is 
peculiarly  within  the  knowledge  of  him  who  denies; 
and  the  second,  which  seems  to  be  the  case  at  bar, 
where  the  denial  imputes  a  crime  and  omission  by  the 
parly  to  be  charged,  and  there  the  legal  presumption 
stands  for  proof  until  it  is  rebutted.  The  aulhorities 
are  collected  in  Slarkie  Kv.  36J:  to  which  Senser  vs. 
Bower,  1  Penus,  450,  may  be  added.  And  the  pre- 
surnpiion  operates  with  peculiar  propriety  where  the 
negative  is  a  constituent  part  of  the  offence,  instead  of 


its  opposite  being  a  ground  of  exemption,  as  it  preserves 
the  maxim,  that  the  accused  is  to  be  held  innocent  till 
proved  guilty,  from  being  inverted. 

The  case  of  a  penal  action  for  sporting  williont  the 
requisite  qualification,  though  apparently  irreconcila- 
ble to  the  spirit  of  these  exceptions,  is  not  so  in  fact, 
because  the  qualification  to  keep  a  gun,  operating  by 
way  of  exception  out  of  ihe  general  implication  of 
criminality  from  an  act  which, if  done  without  a  personal 
license,  would  he  unlawful,  must  be  shewn  by  the  ac- 
cused as  a  special  justification,  though  it  would  be 
otherwise  if  the  want  of  it,  as  here,  were  a  constituent 
part  of  the  offence.  The  distinction  implied  by  these 
instances  is  certainly  a  subtile  one,  and  it  is  not  easy 
to  define  its  properties  with  certainly  or  precision,  but 
they  are  all  resolvable  into  this:  where  the  prohibition 
is  general  with  an  exception  in  favor  of  persons,  a  party 
who  chiifns  the  benefit  of  the  exception  must  bring 
himself  within  it;  but  when  the  prohibition  is  special  in 
reference  to  the  circumitanccs,  the  parly  alleging 
criminality,  must  show  the  existence  of  ihose  circum- 
stances, even  of  a  negative  quality,  on  which  alone  it 
can  depend  But  though  the  burthen  of  negative 
prrof  rests  on  the  phuntiff'in  the  case  at  bar,  want  of 
publicaiion  may  be  shewn  by  slight  circumstances,  such 
as  suddenness  and  privacy  in  the  concoction  of  the  mar- 
riage. 

Ihe  second  and  third  points  involve  the  supposed  ne- 
cessity of  service  and  dependence  on  the  plaintiff,  as 
Ihe  foundation  of  the  action.  Were  this  penally  like 
damages  lor  seduction,  demandable  but  on  llie  relation 
of  master  and  servant,  there  might  be  a  colour  for  this 
par!  of  the  defence.  But  even  the  action  on  the  case 
has  been  sustained  where  the  daughter  was  in  the  em- 
ployment of  aniithcr,  the  father  having  retained  Xiye 
right  to  cnntroul  her  person.  The  action  here,  how-, 
ever,  is  founded  on  the  relation  of  parent  and  child, 
which  may  survive  a  state  of  ser> ice  and  dependence; 
for  the  remission  of  a  father's  light  to  ihe  earnings  of 
his  child,  thougli  undoubtedly  binding,  is  not  an  aban- 
donment of  his  parental  rights  or  duties  in  respect  to 
marrmge  or  settlement  of  the  child  in  life,  and  an  ob- 
slructlon  of  these  is  the  very  injury  in  requital  for 
which  Ihe  penally  is  provided  as  was  recently  determin- 
ed in  Donahue,  vs.  Dougherty. 

In  that  case,  too,  it  was  determined  that  Ihe  law  im•^ 
plies  injury  to  Ihe  plaintiff  without  proof  of  actual 
damage;  and  that  where  the  requisitions  of  the  act 
have  not  been  complied  with,  the  officiating  parly  pro- 
ceeds at  his  peril. 

Judgment  reversed,  and  a  venire   de  m  vo  awarded. 

V.  L.  Bradford  for  the  plaintiff  in  error;  Grinnell  for 
the  defendant  in  error. 


MONUMKNTAL  CERKMONME.S  IN  HONOR  OF 
THE  L.\  I  E  COL.  JOHN  KELLY. 

On  Wednesday  the  8lh  day  of  April,  1835,  agreeably 
to  previous  arrangement,  a  splendid  monument,  pur- 
chased by  his  relatives,  was  erected  in  the  Presbyterian 
Burial  Ground  in  the  Borough  of  Lewisburg,  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  dis'inguished  and  beloved  Col. 
Ji  n."f  Kr.LLT,  of  Kelly  township,  Union  county.  We 
have  seldom  witnessed  a  scene  more  grand,  more  im- 
posing, and  yet  more  solemn.  The  companies  of  Cav- 
alry, two  of  them  from  Northumberland,  and  one  from 
Union  county,  together  wiih  three  companies  of  Infan- 
try, formed  the  military  part;  and  a  host  of  Ladies,  with 
several  hundred  citizens  and  strangers,  composed  Ihe 
civil — comprising  a  grand  and  very  extended  proces- 
sion We  will  give  the  proceedings  in  their  regular 
order.  •  *  * 

After  the  ceremony  of  erecting  the  monument  had 
been  gone  through' with,  James  Mr.nniLi.,  Esq.  the 
cho.sen  orator  for  the  occasion,  delivered  an  Address, 
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from  which  we  derive  the  following  particulars  respect- 
ing the  deceased. 

"Col  Juhn  Kelly  was  born  in  Lancaster  county  in  this 
State  in  February,  17~4.  After  the  purchase  from  ilie 
Indians  in  ir67,  and  before  the  opening  of  the  land 
oflice  in  1769,  lie  canrie  to  Biifl';doe  valley,  then  a  part 
f)t  Berks  county.  Here  he  suffered  all  the  hardships 
and  privations,  which  aie  inst-parable  from  the  first 
SI  ttlemeiit  of  a  new  country.  He  was  tall,  about  six 
feet  two  inches  in  height,  vigorous  and  muscular, 
with  his  body  inured  to  labor,  as  to  be  almost  insensi- 
ble of  fatigue,  and  a  mind  so  accustomed  to  danger 
iliat  dangers  ceased  to  alarm.  In  llie  prime  of  man- 
hood, and  in  the  vigor  of  health,  with  intelligence  to 
understand  correct  principles,  and  with  firmness  to  ad- 
here to  them;  it  may  be  well  supposed  ihathe  took  a 
commanding  position  among  his  fellows.  He  was  a 
captain  and  a  major  at  twenty-se^en  years  of  age,  and 
when  his  country  called  on  her  sons  to  save  her  from 
the  fangs  of  a  tyiunt,  he  was  ready.  At  the  very  dark- 
est period  of  the  revolulionaiy  war,  when  all  was  lost, 
hut  honor  and  hope;  and  when  hope  was  almost  buried  in 
despair,  in  the  fall  of  1776,  he  \olunteered  to  assist  in 
the  protection  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  present  at 
Trenton,  when  the  Hessians  surrounded,  and  assisted  in 
that  most  masteily  movi  ment  on  Princeton;  by  which 
the  chain  of  communications  of  the  enemy  was  broken; 
all  their  plans  deranged:  and  their  army  compelled  to 
return  to  New  York  and  its  neighborhood,  and  to  leave 
New  Jersey  fi'ee  to  avenge  her  wrongs.  When  we 
consider  the  depression  of  public  .spirit,  liow  public 
confidence  in  the  final  success  of  our  cause  wasshakeji 
by  the  battle  of  Long  Island  and  the  loss  of  Forts. Wash- 
ington and  Lee,  with  most  of  our  military  stores;  when 
we  consider  ihal  at  one  time  the  American  army  num- 
bered less  than  2,000  men;  we  would  not  think  it  won- 
derful, if  all  should  have  been  given  up  for  lost — and  so 
it  would  if  the  strike  had  been  lets.  But  our  people 
believed,  they  had  no  right  to  abandon  their  cause  of  • 
liberty.  They  were  bound  to  protect  it  for  themselves; 
and  upon  tl  eir  success  depended  the  freedom  of  their  i 
po-teritv.  Thev  must  decide,  whether,  or  not,  their 
children  shoiLld'be  slaves.  Tbcy  must  decide,  wheth- 
er, all  people  must  bi^w  their  necks  to  the  iroTi  yoke  of 
despotism;  or  whether  they  might  anticipate  a  lime, 
when  free  institutions  should  prevail  ihiouyh  the  world,  i 
Our  friend  and  h'S  confederates  of  that  day  n.ight  have  | 
letireil  into  an  igi'oble  and  contemptible  security,  i 
They  might  ha\  e  said,  w  hat  is  New  Jersey  to  us?  We  \ 
have  homes  and  firesides,  which  may  be  endangered,  j 
X?ut  they  argued  belter — if  we  should  refuse  to  come 
to  the  rescue,  we  cannot  e-xpect  security.  We  cannot  ; 
propitiate  the  monster  Tyranny  by  shrinking  from  our  I 
dut)'. — Influenced  by  these  considerations  our  fi lends 
went  to  ihe  rescue  of  our  sister  sti.te. 

Our  friend  joined  the  army  fully  resolved  to  do  his  ] 
duty.  Then  was  the  time  to  test  his  vigor  of  body,  as  : 
well  as  the  firmness  of  his  mind.  For  3  days  at  one  , 
time,  tlicre  was  no  regular  service  of  provisions  and  for 
more  than  thirt\  -six  hours,  at  aneither  time,  they  were 
constantly  on  the  maich  or  in  act. on  without  a  mo- 
ment's sleep  or  giving  up  their  arms.  In  the  course  of 
one  of  their  retreats,  the  CBmniander  in  Chief  through 
Col.  Potter  sent  an  order  to  Major  Kelly  to  have  a  cer- 
tain bridge  cut  down  to  prevent  the  advance  of  the 
British  who  were  then  in  sighi.  The  Major  sent  for  an 
axe;  but  represented,  that  the  enterprise  would  be 
very  hazardous.  Still  the  lintish  aelvance  must  be 
slo])ped,  and  the  order  was  not  withdrawn;  he  said,  he 
could  not  Older  another  to  do,  what  some  might  say, 
he  w:,s  afraid  to  do  himself;  he  would  cut  down  the 
bridge.  Before  all  the  leigs  on  which  the  bridge  lay 
were  cut  ofl",  he  was  completelv  within  the  range  of  the 
British  fire,  and  seieral  balls  struck  the  log  on  which 
he  stood.  The  last  log-  broke  down  se)oner  than  he  ex- 
pected, and  he  fell  with  it  into  the  swollen  stream. 
Our  soldiers  moved  on,   not  believing  it  possible   for 


I  him  to  m.ake  his  escape.  He,  however,  by  great  exer- 
tions, reached  the  shore  through  the  high  water  and 
j  the  floating  timber,  and  followed  the  troops — encum- 
I  bered  as  he  must  have  been  with  his  wet  and  frozen 
I  clothes,  he  on  his  road  made  a  prisoner  of  a  British 
{  scout,  an  armed  soldier,  and  took  him  into  camp. 
I  What  did  Curtius  more  than  this?  If  such  an  in.stance 
i  of  devoled  heroism  had  happened  in  Greece  or  Rome, 
I  the  day  would  have  been  distinguished  from  all  other 
days.  A  medal  weJuld  have  been  struck,  and  every 
n.eaiis  used  to  secure  the  everlasting  rememberance  of 
such  a  deed.  In  England  such  a  man  woidd  have  been 
made  a  Knight  or  Lord  with  the  Ihanks  of  Parliament. 
In  our  poor  devoted  land  such  in.stances  were  too  ceim- 
j  mon  to  receive  especial  noiice. — History  mentions  that 
I  our  army  was  preserved  by  the  destruction  of  that 
I  bridge;  but  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done,  or  the 
I  name  of  the  person  who  did  it,  is  not  mentioned.  It 
was  but  one  of  a  series  of  heroic  acts,  which  happened 
everyday;  and  our  solders  were  then  more  familiar 
with  the  sword  than  the  pen.  As  we  have  met  to  erect 
:  a  marble  Tomb  over  the  remains  of  that  individual,  it 
I  is  right  for  us  to  bring  out  this  act  into  more  bold  re- 

i  Let  it  he  borne  in  mind,  that  at  this  time  no  arrange- 
ment had  been  made  respecting  prisoners — that  the 
!  British  Commanders  only  admitted,  that  they  arrested 
j  rebels,  and  not  that  they  took  prisoners  of  war.  Thus 
all  who  fought  on  our  side  in  addition  to  the  common 
dangers  of  war.  might  expect,  if  taken,  tosnflTeran  ig- 
j  nominious  death.  After  his  discharge.  Major  Kelly  re- 
turned to  his  fjrm  and  his  family,  and  during  the  three 
I  succeeding;  years,  the  Indians  were  troublesome  to  this 
I  then  frontier  settlement.  He  became  Colonel  of  the 
Regiment,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  keep  watch  and 
ward  against  the  incursions  ot  hostile  Indians,  through 
our  mountain  passes.  At  one  time  our  people  were 
loo  weak  to  resist,  and  our  whole  beautiful  country 
was  abandoned.  Col.  Kelly  was  among  the  first  to  re- 
turn—for at  least  two  harvests,  reapers  took  their  rifles 
to  the  fields,  and  some  of  the  company  watched,  while 
others  wrought. — Col.  Ivelly  had  the  principal  com- 
manelof  scouting  parties  in  this  valley,  and  very  often 
he  was  out  in  ])erson.  Many  and  many  nights,  lias  he 
lain  among  the  liinbs  of  a  fallen  tree  to  keep  bin  self 
out  ot  the  mud  without  a  fire,  because  a  fire  would  in- 
dicate his  position  lo  the  enemy,  lie  had  become  well 
skilled  in  their  mode  of  warfare.  One  circumstance 
deserves  particular  notice-  I  he  Indians  seemed  to 
ha\e  resolved  on  his  death,  without  choosing  to  attack 
him  openly. — One  night  he  had  reason  to  apprehend 
that  they  were  near.  He  rose  the  next  morning,  and 
by  looking  through  the  crevices  of  his  log  house,  he 
ascertained  that  iwo.at  least  if  not  mure  were  laying 
with  their  arms,  so  as  to  shoot  htm,  when  he  should 
open  his  door.  He  fixed  his  own  rifle,  and  took  his 
position  so  that  by  a  string  he  could  open  the  door  and 
watch  the  Indians.  '1  he  moment  he  pulled  the  door 
open,  two  bulls  come  into  the  house,  and  the  Indians 
rose  to  advance;  he  fired  and  wounded  one,  and  both 
retreated.  After  waiting  to  sati-fy  himself,  that  no 
others  remained,  he  followed  them  by  blood;  but  they 
escaped. 

Fellow  citizens,  m.ay  such  examples  enable  us  to 
duly  appreciate  the  worth  of  what  cost  so  much. 

For  many  years  Col.  Kelly  held  the  office  of  a  magis- 
trate of  the  county.  In  the  administralion  of  justice, 
he  exhibited  the  same  anxiety  to  do  right,  and  the 
same  disr.  gard  of  self  gain,  which  had  characterized 
him  in  the  military  service  of  the  country.  He  noulcl 
at  any  time  forgive  his  own  fees,  and  if  the  parties  were 
poor,  pay  the  constable's  cosl  lo  procure  a  compro- 
mise. While  by  industry  and  economy  his  own  pe- 
cuniary circumstances  were  comfortable  and  easy,  he 
seemed  to  desire  the  prosperity  of  every  man,  and 
most  anxiouslj  lo  desire,  Ihat  all  neighbours  should  be 
friends.     No  man  ever  in  vain  sought  h  s  intefposilion 
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to  reconcile  conflicting  interests,  to  soothe  angry  pas- 
sions, to  stand,  as  the  defender  and  protector  of  the 
poor  man,  tlie  widow  and  orphan. 

Towards  the  end  of  a  long  and  active  life.  Col.  Kelly 
became  by  disease  incapubic  of  much  motion  and  sel- 
dom left  his  home.  He  seemed  to  be  retirin.q'  from 
public  vi.-w,  and  prepaiing  to  leave  this  wirld  when 
he  should  be  called,  lie  had  tliat  true  characteristic 
ot  bravery,  an  indisposition  to  fight  his  battles  over 
again,  and  that  feeling  of  humility,  that  where  a  mm 
has  only  done  his  duty,  boasting  has  no  place.  It  is  in 
some  measure  owing  to  this  reserve  that  our  notice  of 
his  life  must  be  so  brief  and  so  Imperfect.  He  seemed 
not  to  know,  that  other  men  would  have  done  differ- 
ently from  him;  but  to  believe,  that  whatever  distin- 
guished him  from  others,  arose  mainly  from  the  circum- 
stances under  wliich  he  acted-  We  are  of  another 
generation,  and  his  contemporaries  have  either  gone 
down  to  the  grave,  or  through  lapse  of  time  failing 
faculties  are  unable  to  give  particular  details.  From 
himself,  hut  a  few  gleanings  from  a  life  long  and  full  of 
incidents  have  been  obtained. 


From'the  Ptausylvuniu  Inquii-er. 

AFFAIRS  OF  THK  COUNTY— REPOllT  OF  THE 

COUNTY  BOARD. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  County  Board  held  pursuant 
to  law,  on  the  20th  April,  1335,  Abraham  Milkr,  Esq. 
Was  Called  to  the  chair,  and  T.  S.  Smith,  Esq.  was  ap- 
pointed secretary- 
Present — Messrs.  M  Her,  Hassinger,  Spackmin, 
Stokes,  Biker,  Lewellen,  Peltz,  Mither,  T  S.  Smith, 
H,indy,  Rheiner,  Paynter,  and  J.  B.  Smith.  The 
I  "ounty  Commissioners  laid  before  the  Bo.ard  an  e-^ti- 
mate  of  the  coimly  disbursements  for  1834.  Mr.  Mather 
moved  tli:it  when  an  adjournment  took  place,  it  should 
be  till  Thursday  ensuing  at  three  o'clock.  Mr.  T.  S. 
Sm  th  moved  that  the  County  Commissioners  furnish 
the  Board  wiih  the  accounts  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
accuracy  of  ihe  estimate  fir  1835.     Adopted. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith  moved  that  the  estimates  be  refer- 
red to  a  sub-commitlee,  with  instructions  to  report  to 
the  next  meeting,  and  that  tlie  accounts  before  order- 
ed, be  furnished  to  the  committee — carried,  and  the 
Chair  appointed  J.  B.  Smilli,  U.  N.  Baker,  and  L. 
Paynter,  the  subcommittee. 

Adjourned  till  Thursday  aflernooii  at  3,  P.  M.,  when 
the  Board  again  met. 

Present— Messrs.  Miller,  W.  B.  Reed,  Rheiner,  J. 
B.  Smith,  Mather,  Helfenstein,  Hassinger,  Paynter, 
Leston,  T.  S.  Smith,  Peltz,  and  Lewellen  Mr.  J-  B. 
Smith  from  the  committee  appointed  at  the  previous 
meeting,  made  a  report,acrompanied  with  a  resolution, 
that  the  sum  of  $343,53-1  28  be  raised  by  tax  at  the 
rate  of  r5  cents  on  every  $IJJ  of  the  count/  rales  for 
the  year  1835 — adopted.  A  certificate  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  was  signed,  and  filed  with,  the 
County  Commissioners.      We  subjoin  the  report: 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  estimate 
submitted  to  the  County  Board,  by  the  County  Com- 
missioners, on  Monday  the  20th  day  of  Apr  1 — 

REPORT: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  that  the  importance  of  raising;  by  du-cct  tax  nearly 
$600,000  from  our  citizens,  who  are  holJcrs  of  Real 
Estate,  for  Coanty  purposes,  alone,  for  the  present 
year,  his  induced  them  to  endeavour  to  procure  such 
data  as  were  necessary  to  lorm  a  correct  opinion  as  to 
what  amount  should  be  expended  on  the  different 
items  reported  to  the  B'lard,  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners. They  accordingly  inquired  of  these  gentle- 
men for  the  balance  sheet  for  the  }ear  1816,  or  for  any 
one  year  from  that. time,  to  18J6,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  ascertain  what  amount  of  money  had  been  rais- 


ed, and  on  what  objects  disbursed,  when  the  tax  was 
30  cents  in  the  one  hundred  dollars,  wlieJi  the  tax  was 
34,  and  when  the  tax  was  40  cents. 

But  your  Committee  regret  to  say,  to  these  qiieriis 
no  satisfactory  answer  could  be  obtained — it  was  said 
Mr.  Roderfield,  who  is  the  clerk,  was  sick,  and  as  it 
Was  high  time  tlie  rate  of  County  tax  should  be  fixed 
for  the  year  1835,  they  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  pro- 
ceed without  delay,  and  in  accordance  with  this  ar- 
rangement, they  went  into  a  minute  examination  of 
every  item  set  forth,  in  ori'-er  to  ascertain  whether  a 
moi'e  economical  expenditure  could  not  be  rccom- 
mended:  And  to  that  end  they  will  notice  the  estimate 
submitted,  in  the  order  there  set  down,  previous  to 
which  they  cinnot  refrain  from  slating,  th;it  the  de- 
mand of  one  hundred  cents  in  the  liuuvlred  dollars  is 
not  only  much  larger  than  could  have  been  anticipated 
— in:ismuch  as  a  loan  of  nearly  half  a  million  has  re- 
cently been  allowed,  and  m:ule  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing the  debts  contracted  by  the  former  commissioners, 
and  when  it  is  consi<lered  that  when  the  above  named 
sum  is  raised,  there  will  still  be  a  deficit  of  upwards  of 
l.UO.OOO  dollars  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  present 
year — your  committee  are  constrained  to  siy,  unless 
laws  be  passed  checking  in  a  great  measure  the  unre- 
strained w;iste,  and  the  extravagant  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  Real  Estate  will  have  to  bear  still  heavier 
burdens — this  however  by  a  judicious  policy  which  it 
is  believed  may  be  adopted,  will  be  avoided.  Your 
committee  are  not  surprised  tliat  tliose  who  are  watch- 
ful of  their  personal  interests,  relinquish  investments  in 
Real  Esta'e,  which  are  subject  to  and  must,  under  ex- 
isting laws,  bear  all  the  burdens  of  taxation  for  county 
purposes,  and  turn  their  attention  to  stocks  and  other 
personal  securities,  which  are  free  from  those  onerous 
exactions.  Whilst  they  acknowledge  with  p.ain  this 
state  of  things,  they  would  recommer.  I  that  llie  ques- 
tion as  to  the  amount  necessary  to  be  raised  and  re- 
quired by  the  County  Commissioners,  be  met  and  fairly 
reated  at  once. 

Item  1.  Is  $9000  for  Honse  of  Refuge,  agreeably  to 

Item  2  &  3.  §800  for  carriages,  for  courts,  roads,  and 
iridges — and  also,  $763  34  for  incident.ds;  these  al- 
lowances your  committee  can  find  no  laws  for,  and 
would  recommend  to  the  Commis-ioners  to  discontinue 
the  practice. 

Item  4.  Is  printing,  g500,  which  they  would  recom- 
mend to  be  kept  within  g250 

Item  5.  Is  Elections,   §2000;  this  seems  very   high. 

Hem  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  Sc  14-  Relate  to  the 
courts,  and  amount  in  round  numbers  to  §30,500;  this 
expenditure  they  think  e.\cessive,  and  earnestly  solicit 
all  those  who  are  connected  with  these  disbursements, 
to  do  all  in  their  power  to  keep  them  down. 

Item  15.  Is  fireproof  building  §35000,— the  erec- 
tion of  this  work  they  would  recoinmend  be  put  ofi'for 
the  present,  as  many  charges  fall  upon  this  year  that 
will  not  be  required  the  next  year. 

Item  16.  House  of  Correction  §17,367  92.  This 
they  think  is  too  high  and  may  be  curtailed,  and  they 
call  upon  those  who  have  charge  of  that  establishment, 

do  all  in  their  power  to  Ji.at  effect. 

Item  17.   Is  debtors  apartment,  §1,712  15. 

Item  18-   Is  Arch  Street  Pnson  §500.     As  this  is  for 

pairs,  they  would  recommend  this  expenditure  be 
kept  within  §250. 

Item  19.  New  County  Piisons  §60,0013.  This  being 
for  a  permanent  improvement,  should  be  borrowed  for 
a  term  ot  years,  at  a  rale  of  interest  not  exceeJing  5 
per  cent. 

Item  20.  Eastern  Penitentiary  is  2,000  dollars;  this 
they  think  should  not  exceed  §1000. 

Item  21,  22,  23,  24  &  25,  consisting  of  criminal 
apartments  56  80,  stationary  455  20,  fuel,  oil,  &c., 
320  8t,  assessments  12,000,horse  s'ealmg  63  43.  Thefe 
cannot  be  reduced.     But  item  26,  §3,000,    being  the 
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nay  of  the  county  com-nissioners,  cannot  possibly  reacli 
that  sum,  for  if  they  attend  at  the  office  every  working 
day  in  the  year  it  cannot  exceed,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  $28  ir,  which  mikesa  difTfrenca  of 
183  dollars.  They  are  therefore  at  a  loss  to  know  why 
3000  dollars  should  be  the  estimate  for  this  item  when 
it  cannot  possibly  go  beyond  the  sum  aforesaid. 

ItemSr.  Is  clerk  hire,  2200;  this  your  committee 
think  should  not  exceed  gi200 

Item  28.     Coroner  3300  dollars. 

Item  29.  Solicitor  500  dollars;  this  they  think 
should  not  go  beyond  half  that  sum. 

Hem  30.  Sheriff  1200  dollars;  last  year  this  charge 
was  882  20,  and  it  may  not  be  more  this  year. 

Item  31,  Is  Auditors,  2035  81;  the  law  under 
which  thi;y  act  requires  them  to  work  at  least  six 
hours  each  day  at  two  do'ltrs  per  day;  admitting  they 
are  employed  every  d^y  in  the  year  this  item  cannot 
exceed  ISVS  dollars,— and  yet  this  is  set  down  at 
2034  81. 

Item  32.  Commissions  to  collectors,  18,000;  the 
last  year  this  charge  was  12,101   95. 

Item  33.  Allowances  to  collectors  6317  21;  same 
as  1  ist  year. 

Item  34.  State  tax  10  cents  per  100  dollars,  45,000 
dollars. 

Item  35.  School  fund  60,000.  They  wo  ild  recom- 
mend to  the  boird  of  comptrollers  the  most  rigid  econ- 
omy in  this  expenditure,  not  that  they  wish  to  retard 
or  obstruct  their  laudable  labors  in  so  good  a  cause,  but 
that  it  requires  the  aid  of  every  good  citizen  to  be 
zealous  in  his  endeavors  to  lessen  these  public  burdens, 
which  of  late  hive  become  so  great. 

Item  36.  Survey  of  Penn  township  3000  dollars; 
they  would  recommend  that  2000  dollars  be  expended 
on  that  object. 

Item  37.  County  Court  House  1000;  they  find  there 
was  expended  last  year  for  repairs,  upholstering, 
&C.  1293  35;  tliev  would  recommend  that  no  money 
be  expended  this  year  on  that  item. 

Item  38.     Commonwe.aUh  of  Pennsylvania  375. 

Item  39.     Treasurer's  salary  $1500. 

Item  40.     Fugitives  from  justice  50. 

Item  41.  Interest  and  discount  7,500;  this  should 
tiot  be  allowed.  The  public  servants  should  not  be 
permitted  to  run  the  county  iu  debt  by  borrowing 
money. 

Item  42.  Board  of  Health  15,000  dollars;  this  item 
your  committee  think  is  by  far  too  large  and  should  be 
curtailed  by  wholesome  laws. 

Item  a.  Public  roads,  ^120,000,  whch  means  open- 
ing streets;  this  they  would  recommend  be  not  allowed, 
and  here  your  committee  must  express  their  entire  and 


1,000  00 

1,000  00 

7,500  00 

120,000  00 

40,000  00 


nqu; 


lifted    diiappioba 


of  opening   and   gr.iding 


streets  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  private  companies 
to  make  rail  roads  at  the  expense  of  the  county;  this  is 
another  great  abuse  which  the  public  should  frown  in- 
dignantly upon;  an  abuse  which  your  conimittee  cannot 
enforce  their  objections  to  in  terms  suffioienily  strong. 

Item  44.  Bridges  §40,000;  they  would  recommend 
that  no  bridges  be  built  this  year. 

Item  45.   Interest  on  county  loan  g23,750;  correct. 

Item  46.   Debts  due  by  the  Commissioners,  $74,916^ 

Item  47.  Sinking  funti  l-25th  part  county  loai 
§19,000. 

As  it  is  recommended  to  reduce  the  estimate  on  th 
following  items:     2  and  3  S1.563  .-^ 

15  2,500  00 

IH  250  00 

19  60,000  00 

20  1,000  00 
26  183  00 


1,000  00 
250  00 
317  80 
166  81 

6,000  00 


Then  §342,980  95 

instead  of  589,189  94,  being  required,  the  sum  of 
346,208  will  be  amply  sufficient  for  all  the  legitimate 
purposes  of  the  county.  If  these  recommendations  are 
attended  to,  and  economy  and  management  pursued 
by  the  public  servants,  the  burdens  of  the  county  will 
be  considerably  lessened,  and  their  debts  put  in  a  train 
of  liquidation.  As  twenty-five  cents  in  the  hundred 
dollars  will  leave  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Trea- 
surer, on  the  first  of  January,  1836,  and  19,000  besides 
will  be  at  his  disposal,  being  the  l-25th  part  of  the 
county  loan,  which  they  would  recommend  be  put  out 
in  some  safe  investment,  in  order  to  sink  the  debt  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  case  may  be.  Your  committee 
cannot  close  this  report  without  urging  it  upon  the 
County  Commissioners,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to 
keep  all  their  expenditures  within  the  provisions  of  the 
law,  so  that  those  heavy  exactions,  which  they  fear 
real  estate  will  have  to  bear,  may  be  averted,  and  the 
county  of  Philadelphia  once  again  free  from  debt. 

It  is  true  seventy-five  cents  in  the  hundred  dollars  on 
845,817,905,  the  amount  assessed,  will  produce  but 
343,634  28,  instead  of  346,208,  yet  this  arrangement 
includes  and  will  satisfy  all  claims  of  debt  against  the 
county,  to  v/it,  74,916,  now  due  and  unpaid,  together 
with  ample  provisions  for  payment  of  interest  on 
county  loan. 

As  it  appears  a  large  amiunt  of  money  is  due  and 
unpaid,  on  account  of  taxes  for  1834,  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
sume when   this   amount   is  Collected,    and  the   sum 

ised  for  1835,  above  mentioned,  a  considerable  sum 

11  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  to  meet  the 
demands  for  the  year  1835. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  fhe 
following  resolution: 

That  the  County  Commissioners  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  be  dn-ected  to  levy  a  tax  of  seventy-five 
in  the  nun  Irod  dollars  on  all  the  real  estate  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia  to  meet  the  current  expenses 
for  the  year  1835.       

Bloomsbiirg,  Culumbia  Co.  Pa.  May  5. 

The  Season  has  been  so  remarkably  cold  and  back- 
ward inthis  part  of  the  country,  as  to  retard  the  growth 
of  vegetation  in  a  remarkable  degree;  grass  and  grain 
are  far  behind  their  usual  thrift,  t.ie  earliest  blossoms 
are  only  beginning  to  put  forth. 

We  have  seen  a  gentleman  from  head  of  Fishing 
creek,  who  informecUns  that  on  Wednesday  last,  the 
snow  (which  fell  the  day  before)  was  two  feet  deep  on 
the  North  Mountain. —  (Visiter. 

A  Beaveii  take^t A  few  days  since,  a  Beaver  was 

taken  in  a  trap  in  the  western  part  of  Venango  county. 
He  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  last  of  his  species  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  Pennsylvania.  It  was  said  that 
he  had  been  known  as  an  inhabitant  of  the  county,  the 
last  30  years,  from  ihe  fact,  that  a  portion  of  one  foot 
had  been  taken  ofi"  by  a  steel  trap,  in  which  he  had 
been  o;«ce  nearly  captured.  That  he  should  have  re- 
mained solitary  a  number  of  years,  in  the  vicinity  of 
old  haunts,  rather  than  migrate  to  the  far  west,  where 
he  might  have  enjoyed  the  social  companionship  of  his 
fellows,  is  matter  for  sage  reflection. — Crawford  Mcs- 
sen!;cr. 

Printed  everv  Saturday  morning  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEDDES,  No.'  9  Library  street. 

The  publication  office  of  the  Register  has  been  re- 
moved from  Franklin  Place,  to  No.  61,  in  the  Arcade, 
West  Avenue,   up   stairs- 
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Report  of  Samuel  Junes,  Superintendent. 
RAIL-WAY. 
To  James  Clark,  Esa- 

President  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners. 

Sib: — M  tlie  period  of  my  last  annual  communica- 
tion to  the  Board,  the  first  track  of  the  Portage  rail- 
road was  reported  as  nearly  completed;  but,  owing  to 
the  setting  in  of  win'er,  and  llie  early  snows  of  tliat  se.v 
son,  the  use  ol  tlie  rad-way  was  nut  [.raclicable  until  the 
ensuing  spring.  At  that  time  however,  on  th--  eighti  enth 
of  Marcli  l.st,  tlie  read  was  formally  opened  for  public 
Use,  and  the  transportation  upon  it  has  continued  almost 
uniottrruptcd  up  to  this  day.  With  the  exct^ption  of 
one  deatli,  which  was  ocosioned  by  the  running  away 
of  a  car  on  plane  No  1,  no  accidents  of  a  material  cha- 
racter have  occurred,  whilst  the  cars  were  in  the  charge 
of  the  agents  of  the  Commonwealili.  Delays  and  slop. 
pages  have  been  very  inconsiderable;  and  such  as  have 
taken  place,  arose  from  the  necessity  of  cleansing  the 
boilers  of  the  engines,  and  making  such  additions  and 
repairs  about  the  machinery  of  the  planes  as  experi- 
ence and  utility  required.  And,  hi  relation  todcla\s, 
1  will  here  take  occasion  to  say,  by  way  of  conirad  c- 
tion  to  reports  which  were  pot  in  circulation  last  spring, 
by  some  of  those  interested  in  Iraosportation,  touch- 
ing the  detention  of  goods  on  the  Portage,  tlfet  at  no 
time  were  cars  delayed  more  than  one  day,  and  de- 
lays even  of  this  kind  were  very  rare. — The  whole 
number  of  days  lost,  exclusive  of  Sundays,  during  the 
entire  season,  do  not  exceed  six  or  seven.  I  he  engines 
and  machinery,  from  tlieir  first:  tral  up  to  this  time, 
have  continued  to  do  their  work  with  great  facility, 
and  have  fully  realized  all  tiiat  was  expected  from  them, 
aa  relates  to  the  plan  adopted,  in  the  application  of 
stationary  steam  power  upon  inclined  planes.  1 

The  transportation  upon  the  rail  way,  east  and  west,  | 
has  been  very  extensive,  considering  that  this  is  the  . 
first  season,  and,  comparatively  speaking,  one  of  ex- 
periment, rather  than  profit.  The  res  dls,  when  com- 
municated to  the  Board  by  the  proper  officer,  will 
doubtless  be  gratifying,  not  only  to  tliem,  but  to  every 
citizen  of  Pennsylvania  who  feels  an  interest  in  the 
completion  of  the  main  line  o(  our  internal  improve- 
ments. 

A  second  track  of  rail  way  upon  the  Portage  having 
been  authorized  by  the  Legislature,  the  work,  by  the 
direction  ot  the  board,  was  put  under  contract  on  the 
thirty-first  of  May  last.  The  coiitracis  were  allotted 
to  good  bidders,  generally,  and  at  fair  prices;  and  the 
work  has  progressed  With  great  rapidity.  Out  of  the 
Whole  forty-six  sections  allotted,  but  one  has  been  ren- 
dered liable  to  forfeiture.  A  great  number  of  the  sec- 
tions are  now  ready  for  the  iron,  and  on  some  of  them 
the  rails  are  now  being  laid;  and  I  anticipate,  if  the 
iron  is  received  in  season,  the  whole  of  the  rail  way 
may  be  completed  this  yc.ir. 

The  length  of  the  second  track,  or  that  portion  of  it 
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upon  which  edge  rails  are  now  to  be  laid,  is  about 
twenty-eight  miles  and  fourteen  liundrid  yards — the 
remaining  distance,  required  to  make  up  the  entire 
leiiftth  ofthe  Poitage,  (o5,  69-100  miles,)  having  been 
made  under  former  contracts  for  laying  the  first  track, 
and  is  embraced  in  the  sidings  and  double  tracks  on 
the  inclined  planes,  and  ut  the  basins  at  Johnstown  and 
Hollidaysburg. 

The  whole  ofthe  second  track  at  present  under  con- 
j  tract,  except  a  small  portion  ot  sections  Nos.  11,  29, 
I  39,  and  42,  where  there  are  heavy  embankments,  and 
I  1  arts  of  sections  Nos.  1  and  46,  on  the  basins,  will  be 
:  laid  on  store  blocks,  similar  to  those  used  in  the  first 
I  track.  In  the  curves,  however,  where  the  radios  is 
I  less  than  9.^5  feet,  stona  silU,  running  across  the  track 
;  of  every  nine  feet,  have  been  adopted.  This  measure 
will  render  tl  e  rail  way,  at  tlie  several  points  of  curva- 
ture, exiremely  solid  and  durable,  and  prevent  the 
possibility  of  laterd  separation.  Upon  the  embank- 
ments above  mentioned,  the  edge  rails  will  be  placed 
upon  timber,  connected  by  locost  lies.  The  whole 
extent  ofthe  latter  koid  of  rnad  in  the  main  track,  will 
scarcely  exceed  six  hundred  feet. 

The  following  are  the  quantities  of  iron  materials 
required  for  the  second  (rack: 

ions. 
Edge  rails,  16.950  bars,  IS  ft   long,  weighing  1,7934 
Chairs,         101,420  weighing  620 

I'ins,  202,840       "  411-5 

Wedges     101,420  41  1-5 

Flat  rails,  about         40 

The  contract  for  the  edge  rails  was  entered  into 
in  London,  on  the  oth  of  June  last,  and  through  the 
industry  and  exertions  ofthe  manufacturers,  the  whole 
quantity  required  was  m.ade  and  shipped  for  Philadel- 
phi.a,  as  I  understand,  by  the  6th  of  September.  The 
Iron  is  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  owing  to  the  atten- 
tion of  Mr.  Snyder  the  Commonwealth's  agent  in  En- 
gland, it  has  been  manufactured  in  the  best  manner  in 
every  respect.  The  bars  are  all  eighteen  feet  in 
length  and  weigh  about  thirty-nine  and  a  half  pounds 
per  yard. 

As  much  has  been  said  and  urged  by  many  intelli- 
gent and  respectable  individuals,  against  the  propriety 
of  sending  to  a  foreign  country  for  our  Iron,  when  it  is 
one  of  the  staple  commodities  of  our  own  State,  and 
where  it  is  manufactured  to  a  greater  extent,  thari  in 
any  other  part  ofthe  Union;  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
remark  here,  for  the  information  of  those  who  may  not 
be  aware  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  subject, 
that  setting  as  de  the  very  great  difl^erence  of  cost  in 
fivor  of  English  rails,  and'their  exemption  from  custom 
house  duties,  there  is  no  one  establishment  in  the  United 
States,  that  could  manufacture  the  quantity  required 
for  the  second  track  of  the  Poitage  in  a  less  time  than 
twenty-four  or  twenty-seven  months — whereas  at  one 
house  in  Wales  (Ebervale)  the  whole  amount  was 
fabricated  in  about  twelve  weeks. 

The  cost  ofthe  edge  rails  pep  ton,  of  two  thousand 
two  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  as  per  contract,  is  eight 
pounds   sterling— being    seventeen    shillings   and    six 
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pence  more  per  ton,  than  the  cost  of  that  for  the  first 
track.  This  advance  in  price  was  owing  to  the  in- 
creased demand  for  Rail  road  Iron  in  the  United  States. 
I  have  been  told  that  a  short  time  previous  to  making 
our  contract,  rails  had  been  sold  in  England  at  eleven 
pounds. 

The  cost  of  a  ton  of  edge  rails  delivered  on  the  Port- 
age, including  all  the  incidental  chai  ges,  is  estimated 
at  about  sixty  eight  dollars  and  nineteen  cents. 

Of  the  sixteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty  bars 
of  edge  rails  contracted  for,  fourteen  tliovisand  five 
hundred  ,ind  eighty-six,  have  arrived  at  Philadelpliia, 
and  as  arrangements  have  been  made  fur  the  transpor- 
tation of  the  rails  from  the  Delaware,  tliirteen  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight  bars  have  been  ordered 
for  delivery  upon  the  Portage,  a  great  part  of  which  is 
already  delivered,  and  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
carriers,  and  on  the  way.  Should  the  remaining  two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-four  bars  now  at  sea 
arrive,  as  expected,  in  the  early  part  of  November, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  we  shall  have  the  entire 
quantity,  delivered,  distributed  and  laid  on  the  several 
sections  of  the  road  in  good  season.  The  whole  cost  of 
the  edge  rails  when  delivered  on  the  road,  is  estimated 
at  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  thousand  and  three 
hundred  dollars. 

The  cast  iron  chairs  for  the  second  track,  liave  all 
been  made  in  this  country,  as  they  can 
by  the  manufacturer  at  a  price  not  exceeding  that  attend- 
ant upon  the  purchr.se  of  those  made  in  England.  The 
average  contract  price  which  I  now  pay  for  American 
chairs  is  about  fifty-five  dollars  and  ninety-three  cents 
per  ton  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds. 
These  chains  are  made  at  Blairsville,  Johnstown,  Jack- 
son Furnace  in  Bedford  county,  and  at  Lewislown.  A 
large  portion  of  the  chairs  have  been  cast  and  del.ver- 
ed.  The  eitimated  cost  of  the  whole  number  re  qu  red 
for  the  second  track,  is  thirty-two  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars. 

The  pins  and  wedges  have  been  contracted  for  at 
Pittsburgh.  The  pins  are  delivered  on  the  ro.id  at  five 
seven-eights  cents  per  pound — and  the  wedges  at  six 
cents  per  pound.  These  prices  are  somewhat  less  than 
those  ol  similar  materials  from  England,  when  delivered. 
The  estimated  cost  of  the  pins  and  weJges,  is  ten  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars. 

As  the  board  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  place  loco- 
motives upon  the  Portage,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitat- 
ing the  transportation,  1  have,  in  pursuance  of  their  re- 
solution to  that  effect,  made  contracts  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  three  engines.  One  of  them  is  now  making  at 
Boston,  and  the  two  others  at  New  Castle,  Delaware. 
The  first  I  presume  is  nearly  completed,  and  the  others 
are  to  be  done  by  the  15th  of  November.  We  shall  en- 
deavor to  have  them  on  the  road  for  trial,  at  the  earliest 
period  practicable,  after  their  completion.  By  the 
solution  of  the  board,  I  was  directed  t 
locomotives  during  the  present  year 
personal  examination  that  it  was  not  possible  to  procure 
that  number,  in  the  time  pointed  out.  Owing  to  the 
great  demand  for  these  engines,  the  establishments 
which  I  visited  were  generally  fiUtrd  with  orders  to  the 
extent  ot  their  abihty  to  execute  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time.  It  is  my  intention  to  have  the  two  re- 
maining engines  made  at  Pittsburgh,  and  shall  as  soon 
as  convenient,  have  one  of  those  now  making,  carried 
to  that  place  to  serve  as  a  model. 

It  being  intended  that  the  locomotives  now  construct- 
ing, should  be  used  upon  the  levels  adjacent  to  Johns- 
town, buildings  for  their  protection  and  repair,  &c. 
have  been  contracted  for,  at  that  place  Buildings  of 
asimilar  character  will  also  be  erected  at  Hollidaysburg, 
and  ground  for  the  purpose  has  been  purchased. 

Since  the  last  report,   two  scales  for  weighing  cars 
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have  been  erected  upon  the  Portage — one  at  Johns- 
town, and  one  at  Hollidaysburg.  The  platform  of  each 
scale  is  calculated  to  suspend  four  cars.  Any  amount, 
however,  from  five  pounds  to  sixty  thousand,  can  be 
weighed  with  equal  facility  and  with  great  accuracy. 
They  C"st  five  hundred  dolars  each,  and  were  erected 
by  E.  T.  Fairbanks  &  Co.  of  Pittsburgh.  These  scales 
are  of  immense  advantage  to  the  Commonwealth,  as 
they  not  only  enable  the  collectors  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
act weight  of  the  articles  transporsed,  but  they  serve  as 
an  effectual  check  upon  any  infringement  that  might  be 
attempted  on  the  revenue. 

At  the  instance  of  the  principal  engineer,  I  have  pup^ 
chased  during  the  present  year,  eight  new  ropes  for  the 
inclined  planes.  These,  therefore,  with  the  two  extra 
ones  procured  last  year,  will  constitute  a  new  set,  which 
will  enable  us  to  meet  any  emergency  during  the  ensu- 
ing season,  when  the  two  tracks  shall  be  in  operation. 
Having  received  information  of  the  great  superiority 
and  durability  of  ropes,  now  in  use  upon  some  of  the 
English  rail  w.tys,  made  of  New  Zealand  flax  and  satu- 
r.ited  with  a  solution  of  India  rubber  or  gum  elastic,  I 
have  ordered  one  of  the  eight  ropes  above  mentioned, 
from  London,  as  a  matter  of  experiment.  It  is  now  in 
Philadelphia,  and  when  brought  upon  the  Portage,  will 
be  put  into  use  as  soon  as  pradicable  in  order  to  test  its 
qualities.  Should  ropes  of  this  character  prove,  as  re- 
)  be  of  superior  strength  and  durability  to 
sed,  it  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the 
1th  to  purchase  them  in  future,  as  they  can 
he  delivered  in  Philadelphia  .it  about  twelve  and  a  lourlh 
cents  per  pound  including  all  charges. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  board,  adopted 
for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  rail  way  more  useful 
and  ptrfect,  and  to  prevent  dehiNs  which  might  occur 
from  accidents  accruinsr  to  any  of  the  steam  machinery 
now  in  use,  ten  new  engines  have  been  contracted  for 
during  the  past  summer.  They  are  now  completed  and 
ready  lo  be  put  up.  All  the  incidental  work  connected 
with  the  second  track,  is  now  principally  un'ler  con- 
tract, and  in  a  forward  state,  and  I  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  the  two  tracks  of  rail  way  will  be  ready  for 
transportation  by  the  15th  of  March  next. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  state  in  detail,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  bo.ird,  the  various  kinds  of  work  con- 
tracted for  on  the  rail  way  since  its  commence- 
ment, witli  the  present  estimated  cost  of  each,  the 
amount  paid  on  them,  and  the  sums  yet  required  to 
complete  the  entire  road: 

GRADLMG  AND  MASONRY. 

Cost  of  grading  as  per  esti- 
mates, S'l''2,349  03 

Add  amount  allowed  Snod- 
grass  am!  Durno,  on  section 
No.  11,  bv  authority  of  the 
Legislature,  5,436  43 

477,785  46 
Deduct  amount  of  forfeitures       2,845   10 

Real  cost  of  grading  474,940  36 

Amount  paid  contractors  474,797  48^ 


Leaving  a  sum  yet  due  of 
Cost   of  viaducts  as  per  esti- 
mates 
Amount  paid  contractors 

Balance  due 
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Deduct  amount  of  forfeitures 


Real  cost  of  culverts  o4,243  20j 

Amount  paid  contractors  34-,2jI   72^ 


Cost  of  bridge  for  turnpike  2,327  44 

Amount  paid  contractors  2,327  44 


First  Track. 
Stone    blocks     as    per    esti- 


2",  072   ]5i 
39  7oJ 


27,032  39J 
27,032  39i 


Real  cost  of  stone  blocks 
Amount  p.\id  contractors 


Timber   for  rail  ways  as  per 

estimates  47,184  50 

Amount  paid  contractors  47,184  50 

Iron   ed^e    rails,   chairs,    &c. 

Cforegn)  170.550   53 

Amount  paid  for  tlie  same       170,550  53 


Chairs    and    other    casting's, 

(American)  52,315  50 J 

Amount  paid  on  the  same  52.239  OOi 

Balance  due  contractors 
Estimuted  cost  of  laying  rail 

way,  first  track  135,776  26^ 

Deduct  amount  forfeitures  407  84 


Actual    cost    of  laying    first 

track  135,ot 

Amount  paid  to  contractors     135,  If 


42i 
42i 


Balance  yet  due 

Estimated  cost  of  engine  huus- 

es,  sheds,  &c.  66,640  49 

Amount  paid  contractors  66,124  13^ 

Balance  yet  due 
stationary  steam  engines,  ac- 
tual cost  64,968  OOi 
Amount  paid  to  con'.ractors      64,963  OOJ 

Cost  of  ropes  for  planes  20,53105 

Amount  paid  coatraciors  20,531   05 

Incidental  expenses,  includ- 
ing iron  work: 
Tubes  f  u-  wells,  &c.  die.  and 

rigger's  lolt  3,688  05 

Amount  paid  on  tlie  same  3,688  05 

Repairs  of  1st  track, previous 
to  the  appointment  of  su- 
pervisor 13,391  7i^ 
Amount  paid  on  the  same          13,391   71;j 

Second  Track. 
Estimated  cost  of  edge  rails, 

&.C.   (loieign)  122,300  00 

Amount  paid  on  the  same         67,208  54 

Sum  yet  required  to  pay 
Cost  of  chairs   and  castings, 

(American)  32,950  00 

Amount  paid  to  contractors     16,t)20  00 

Sam  yet  required  to  pay 


U  48i 


'6  50J 


Cost  of  pins  and  wedges, 

(American)  10,752  00 

Amount  paid,  (JO  00 

Sum  yet  required  to  pay 
Estimated   cost  of  laying  se- 
cond track  of  rail  way  169,934  23 
Amount  paid  contractors  69,406  00 

Balance  that  will  be  required 
Estimated  cost  of  2d  set  of  en- 
gine houses  17,895  32 
Amount  paid  contractors  5,610  00 

Sum  yet  required  to  pay 
Estimated  cost  of  two  set  of 

engines  39,425  00 

Amount  paid  on   the  same         13,825  00 


Sum  yet  required  to  pay  25,600  00 

Estimated  cost  of  ropes  18,431  30 

Amount  paid  00  00 


Estimated   cost   of  dwellings 

for  weigh-masters,  rail  way 

scales,  sheds,  Sec.  &c.  6,077  00 

Amount  paid  to  contractors  3,295  00 


Sum  yet  required  to  pay  2,782  00 

Incidental  work  and  Miscellaneous  charges. 

Cost  of  fencing  and  removing 
I      buildings  2,174  83 

Amount  paid  on  the  same  2,105  43 

Balance  yet  due  69  40 

■  Estimated  cost  of  fencing  and 
I      clearing     lots    at    inclined 

planes  1,572  87 

Amount  paid  on  account  526  50 


Sum  yet  required  to  pay 

Miscellaneous  charges,includ- 
ing  the  purchase  of  materi- 
rials  for  rail  way,  office  ex- 
penses, &c.  since  the  com- 
mencement 10,048  07 

Amount  paid  on  these  10,048  07 


1,046  37 


Estimated   cosf  of    fuel   for 

1834  3,650  00 

Estimates  paid  2,445  00 

Balance  required  to  pay 

Expense  of  engineer  depart- 
ment and  superintendants 
ditto,  from  commencement   54,993  00 

Amount  expended  52,542  00 

Balance  due  on  1st  November,  1834 
Salaries   of   engine    and    car 
tcTiders.and  their  assistants, 


1,474 
[  Balance  due  on  1st  November,  1834 


Balance  due  on  1st  November,  1834 
Sakries  of  riggers  1,675  87^ 

Amount  paid  on  them 
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Estimated  cost  of  depots,  ma- 
chine shops,  water  sta- 
tions, &c.  25,385  00 

Amount  paid  onlhem  00  00 

Bum  required  to  pay 

Estimated  cnst  o(  lots  to  he 
purchased  for  engine  hous- 
es, depots,  &c.  1,600  00 

Amount  paid  on  them  -        00  00 


Estimated  cost  of  three  locn- 

motive  engines  and  tenders, 

at  present  contracted  for        18,850  00 
Amount  paid  on  them  2,500  00 


Sum  yet  required  to  pay  3  i.350  00 

The  actual  and  estimated  cost, 
therefore,  of  the  Portage, 
including  grading,masonry, 
and  first  and  second  tracks, 
three  locomotives,  and  all 
incidental  charges  and  ex- 
penses, is  l,r34,134  28J 

Of  this  amount  there  has  been 

paid  l,444,r09  40 

Leaving  a  sum  yet  to  be 
paid,  as  per  statement 
pbove,  of  S393,424  88J 

For  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  board  fnllv  apprised 
ofthe  amount  of  funds  prnv'dert  for  the  constriictinn 
of  the  road,  and  tlieir  application,  I  again  lay  before 
them  a  statement  ot  the  appropriations  made  by  the 
Legislature. 

By  an  act  of  Slst  March,  1831,  there  was 
appropriated  to  tlie  Allegheny  Por- 
tage, and  Frankstown  line  of  Juniata 
canal,  §700,000  00 

From  this  sum,  there  was  deducted  for 
payment  of  work  authorized  prt-vioiis 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  2 1st  March, 
1831,  and  fur  the  payment  of  interest, 
SIS  per  act  of  30th  March,  1831  126,373  48 

Leaving,to  be  applied  to  the  new  work  to  I 

be  put  under  contract,  $573,621  52 

Out  of  this  sum  there  was  set  apart  by 
the  board,  for  the  construction  of  the 
Frankstown  canal  380,645  65  | 


192,975  87 
Afterwards,  on  the   lOtli  of  March,  1832, 
there  was  again   deducted   from   this 
sum,  for  the  payment  of  interest  12,975  87 


Leaving  for  rail  way  purposes,  out  of 
the  appropriations  of  1831  and  '32 

By  the  act  of  16tii  of  February,  1833, 
there  was  a  further  appropriation  of 

By  tlie  act  of  April,  1834,  another  appro- 
priatiun  was  made,  of 

There  has  al-o  been  refunded  to  the  rail 
road  account,  the  sum  heretofure  noted 
as  beingdeducted  for  payment  of  inter- 


760,418  60 
414,793  06 
365,486  35 

39,581  40 


Making  the  whole  sum  available  for  the 
use  of  the  Portage,  as  per  acts  of  1831, 
'32, '33,  and '34  1,580,279  41 

Now   the  amount  of  payments  is   as 

follows: 

Amount    paid  previous   to 

last  report  1,041,121  56 

Amount  paid  since  last  re- 
port 403,587  84i 

1,444.709  40i 

If  then  we  deduct  this  sum  from  the  ag- 
gregate appropj-iations,  there  will  re- 
main unexpended  135,570  OOi 

The  estimated  amount  however,  that  is 
required  to  pay  for  work  under  con- 
tract, and  to  meet  expenses  connected 
with  construction,  locomotives,  ropes, 
fuel,  &c.  exclusive  of  the  charges  at- 
tendant upon  the  use  of  motive  power 
in  1835,  is  $293,424  88 

Add  for  contingencies  8,000  00 

301,424  88 

From  this  sum  deduct  the  amount  of  ap- 
propriations jis  yet  unexpended,  and 
the  sum  required  to  be  provided  by  the 
Legislature,  will  be  gl65,854  87J 

This  excess  of  cost  over  the  estimate  of  last  year,  as 
directed  by  the  foregoing  balance,  has  been  caused  by 
additions  of  work,  the  purchase  of  materials,  an<!  ex- 
penses attending  the  use  of  the  stationary  engines, 
whicli  items  were  not  included  in  the  estimate  of  1833. 


Making  the  whole  sum  actually  available 
for  rail  road  purposes,  out  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  $700,000 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  of  March, 
1832,a  further  appropriation  was  made 
to  the  Portage,  of 

Making  the  whole  sum  applicable  to  the 
rail  road 

Again,  from  this  amount  there  Was  de- 
ducted, for  the  payment  of  interest,  un- 
der actof  llth  June,  1832 


Ropes, 
Repair.-, 
Depots,  &c. 

$20,531  00 
13,391  00 
25,835  00 

$59,757  00 

Expenses  at  stationary  engines, 

Locomotives, 

Incidental, 

12,481  00 
18.850  00 
8,000  00 

Add 

r9,331  OQ 
59,757  00 

Total  of  new  work,  &c. 

$99,388  00 

The  balance  of  the  excess  (g66,766  87)  has  been 
created  by  reason  of  the  prices  for  work  and  materials 
being  higher  than  those  estimated  by  the  engineer,  in 
his  estimate  of  last  year.  For  a  more  full  explan.ation 
on  this  subject,  I  refer  the  board  to  the  accompanying 
report  of  Mr.  Welch.  I  aUo  refer  the  board  to  the 
annexed  statement,  which  will  show  in  detail  the  esti- 
mated cost  of  the  rail  way;  as  al.so  the  amount  pajd 
previous  and  since  the  last  report,  the  amounts  due  andi 
forfeited,  and  the  sum  yet  required  to  pay  for  work 
under  contract,  and  incidental  axpenses,  &c,  Sec. 
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GRADING. 

Grading, 

3/aio«ry— 'Viaducts, 
Culverts, 
Bridge, 

FIRST  TRACK. 
Stone  blocks, 

Timber,           .                           •              '             .              "            . 
/ron,— Rails,  Chairs,  &c.  (foreign,) 

Castin.gs  &    do.     (American,) 
Laying  r»il  way,  first  track. 
Engine  houses,  sheds,  &c.  first  set. 
Stati.mary  steam  engine,       do. 
Kop<-s.                                       do. 
Incidental  expenses,  including  screw  bolts,  copper  tubes,  chains, 

riggers,  loft,  See.                . 
Repairs, 

SECOND  TRACK. 
Iron  E.  r.ails  and  flat  bars,  (foreign,) 

Chairs  and  Castings,  (American,) 

Pins  a-id  wedges,               do. 
Laying  rail  way,  and  materials,  second  track, 
Enjjine  houses,  &c.  second  set. 
Stationary  engines,  second  set. 

Ropes,             .... 
Incidental  expenses,  including  rail  way,  scales,  sheds  and  drillings, 

INCIDENTAL. 
Clearing  and  fencing  lots  at  planes, 
Feiics,  ami  removing  buildings,  &c. 
Miscellaneous  expenses, 

Co.l  for  engines         ... 
Three  locomotive  engines, 
Superimendent  and  engineer  expenses. 
Steam  engineers,  &c.  at  planes,     do. 
Riggers, 

Loft  for  depot,  and  engine  houses,  &c. 
Depots,  machine  shops,  water  stations.  Sec. 
Add  for  contingencies,           .                         .                         . 

Am't  of  approp'ns  available  for  rail  road  purposes  gl,580,279  41. 

«465,623  OOi 
75,223  05 i 
34,231  7-'i 
2,327  44 

26,182  064 
38,160  00 
162,386  69i 
40,502   14i 
82,685  00 
31,461  00 
25,425  00 
14,587  01 

848  50i 
00 

00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
CO 
CO 
00 

00 

1,530  45 

2,677  97 

00 

00 

37,270  50 

CO 

00 

00 

00 

00 

81,041,121  56 

If 

$9,174  48 

4.432  24 

CO 

00 

850  33 

9.024  50 
8,163  83J 
11, 7.".6  85 J 
52,483  42i 
34.663   13i 
39,543  OOi 
5,944  04 

2,839  54 J 
13,391  71i 

67,508  54 
16,020  00 
00 
69,406  CO 
5,610  00 
13,825  00 
00 
3,295  00 

526  50 

574  98 

7,370  10 

2,445  00 

2.500  00 

15,271   50 

5,813   23J 

1,474  87i 

00 

00 

00 

g403,587  84i 

-1 

S474,797  48i 
79,655  29} 
34,231  72i 
2,327  44 

27,032  39J 
47,184  50 

170,550  53 
52,239  OOi 

l;'5,168  42i 
66,124  13A 
64,968  OUi 
20,531  05 

3,688  05 
13,391  71J 

67.208  54 
16,020  00 
00 
69,406  00 
5,610  00 
13,825  00 
00 
3,295  00 

526  50 

2,105  43 

10,048  07 

2.445  00 

2.500  00 

52.542  00 

5,813  23J 

1,474  87} 

00 

00 

00 

il, 444,709  40} 

s 

If 

8142  87} 

100  51 

11  48} 

00 

00 

00 

00 

76  50 

200  00 

516  35} 

00 

00 

00 
00 

55,091  46 
16.930  CO 
10,752  00 
100,528  23 
1-',2S5  32 
25,600  00 
18,431  30 
2,782  00 

1,046  37 

69  40 

00 

1,205  00 

16,350  00 

2,451   00 

1,668  07 

202  00 

1,600  00 

25,385  00 

8,000  00 

§301,424  88 

> 
1 

1 

I                                                                                                                                                                "3 

«    §g888§g8§8§    88SSS8§8    8§    §§£2888^    SSiS       "  f 
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In  the  foregoing  estimates  of  the  cost  of  the  rail  way, 
no  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  expenses  of  the 
engineer  department  and  that  of  Superintendent's  office 
for  the  ensuing  season — nor  has  any  allowance  been 
made  for  the  expenses  attendant  upon  tlie  use  of  motive 
power,  to  be  emplojed  by  the  Slate  during  tlie  year 
1835.  These  items  being  distinct  from  those  connected 
with  contracts  for  materials  and  construction,  I  have 
reserved  them  for  an  especial  estimate. 

The  principal  engineer  has  estimated  the  expense  of 
motive  power  upon  the  Portage  during  the  year  1835, 
at  seventy-nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty.nine 
dollars,  but  this  sum  includes  charges  for  interest  on  the 
cost  of  locomotives,  and  the  creation  of  a  fund  for  (heir 
renewal,  &C.  &c.  The  aclual  sum,  however,  accord- 
ing to  this  estim.ate,  which  will  be  liable  to  be  expend- 
ed, and  which  is  to  be  provided  by  appropriation, 
should  be,  I  presume,  set  down  as  follows  : 
Stationary  Steam  Engines. 

Coal,  40  bushels  per  day — 297  bushels 

equal  1 1 ,880  bushels  at  4  cents  §475  20 

Oil,  75  gallons  at  $1  75  00 

Incidental  expenses,  including  tar,  tal- 
low, rope  stoppers,  &c.  300  00 

One  engineer  of   mucliinery,  gSOO   per 

annum  600  00 

One  assistant  do  297  days 

at  gl  297  00 

One   car   tender   at    foot  of    plane,   at 

$273  75  per  annum  273  75 

One  assistant  car  tender  at  foot  of  plane 

at  75  cents  per  day  222  75 

One  fireman  at  engine — 297  davs  at  75 

cents  "  222  75 

Expense  of  one  plane  2466  45 

!f  we  multiply  this  sum  by  10 

which  is  the  whole  number  of  planes, 

the  aggregate   expenses   will    be   for 

one  year,  exclusive  of  rigger's  charges       24,664  50 
Riggfr's  Lnfl. 
One   principal   rigger,  at   §2 

per  day  365  days  IJ5730  00 

Three  assistant  rigger  at  1  I2J 

per  day  1,231  S7J 

Incidental  expenses  at  loft,         350  00 

2,311  87^ 

Whole  annual  expense  of  10  planes  26,976  37i 

Locomotive  Engines. 

One  engine  man,  297  days  at  §2  per  day  S-''94  00 
One  assistant   engine  man,  297  day,   at 

%l  per  day  297  00 

Fuel  at  $4  per  day,  260  days  1,040  00 

Oil,  75  gallons,  at  $1  00  75  00 

Repairs,  400  00 

Annual  cost  of  working  one  locomotive  2,406  00 

Multiply  this  by  the  number  of  engines 

constantly  in  use  3 

And  the  total  cost  will  be  $7218  00 

Repairs  of  two  extra  engines      $300  00 

One  additional  engine  man  and 

assistant  891  00 

Incidental  expenses  of  locomo- 
tives 600  00 

2,291  00 

Whole  annual  cost  of  five  engines  9,509  00 


Twenty-four  men,  (drivers,)  at  75  cents 

per  d^y  5,346  00 

Superintendence  and  contingencies,  800  00 

Total  annual  expense  of  horse  power  on 

14^  miles  §15,984  12i 


Fifty-thr 


Horse  Power. 
Iiorses,  ot  62i  cents  per  day 


Expense  of  keeping  water  stations  and 
depots,  &c.  in  repair,  &c.  &c.  1,000  00 

Recapitulation  nf  tlie  foregoing. 
Annual   expense  of  stationary  steam  en- 
gines and  planes  826,976  37 
Annual  expense  of  five  locomotives  9,509  00 
"             "             horsepower                     15,984  12^ 
"             "             keeping    water   sta- 
tions, &c.  1,000  00 

The  actual  amount,  therefore,  th.it 
will  be  required  for  incidental  ex- 
penses attending  the  motive  power 
upon  the  Portage,  should  locomotives 
and  horses  be  used,  will  be  $53,469  49 

To  this  add  estimated  expenses  of  engi- 
neer department,  &c.  for  the  year 
1835  11,362  59 

Add  also  estimated  cost  of  two  additional 

locomotives  13,000  00 

The  amount  to  be  added,  therefore,  to 
the  sum  heretofore  mentioned  as  being 
required  to  complete  the  rail  way, 
(165,854  87J)  will  be  77,831  99 

Making  the  entire  sum  required   to  be 

provided  by  future  appropriations         §242,686  86 

As  regards  fhe  motive  power  to  be  used  upon  the 
Portage,  in  relation  to  which  the  principal  engineer  has 
made  a  detailed  report,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  Com- 
monwealth should  not  become  connected  with  the  trans- 
portation in  anyway,  beyond  tlie  provision  of  stationary 
steam  power  and  locomotive  engines.  It  is  true,  horse 
power  must  be  used  on  the  short  levels  between  the 
several  planes,  but  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  inquiry, 
whether  this  power  cannot  be  put  in  operation  at  a 
cheaper  rate  by  ihe  carrii.-r  than  by  the  Commonwealth. 
In  my  opinion  it  can. 

The  hiring  or  purchasing  of  horses  and  the  employ- 
ment of  drivers,  are  matters  in  which  I  conceive  the 
State  cannot  be  advantageously  connected — and  I  am 
the  more  convinced  of  this  by  actual  observation  every 
day  upon  the  rail  way.  If  the  road  consisted  of  but  a 
single  track,  there  might  be  a  strong  inducement  for 
the  Commonwealth  to  employ  all  the  motive  power  in 
order  to  facilitate  the  transportation — to  prevent  inter- 
ruptions, and  to  regulate  the  time  of  arrival  and  depar- 
ture with  greater  certainty;  but  now  as  there  will  be 
two  tracks  in  operation,  the  transporters  might  be  left 
to  their  own  discretion,  being  governed  al  the  same 
time  by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  rail  way.  If 
the  cost  of  applying  steam  power,  for  one  year,  taking 
the  maximum  tonnage  at  one  hundred  thousand,  be 
sixty-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five  dol- 
lars and  thirty-eight  cents,  as  estimated  by  the  princi- 
pal engineer,  and  we  add  to  this  fifteen  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-four  dullars  and  twelve  cents,  esti- 
mated as  the  price  for  horse  power,  there  will  be  re- 
quired to  be  charged  for  traction  alone,  in  addition  to 
the  tolls,  seventy-nine  dollars  and  eight  hund.-cdth  cents 
on  every  ton  transported  from  Johnstown  to  HoUidays- 
burg,  and  vice  versa.  It  is  obvious  that  it  is  the  interest 
of  the  State  to  put  the  tolls  at  the  lowest  standard  prac- 
ticable, for  the  purpose  of  inducing  transportation — 
hence  the  propriety  of  shunning  the  employment  of  any 
mean  or  power  which  may  be  expensive,  and  yet  not 
absolutely    advantageous    or  profitable.       With   these 
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considerations  I  would  suggest  that  the  motive  power 
employed  on  the  levels,  where  locomotive  eng'ines  are 
not  used,  be  provided  and  employed  by  the  owners  of 
the  cars,  nr  those  engaged  in  the  cmying  trade,  under 
the  directions  of  the  agents  of  the  Stale. 

From  the  sum,  therelore,  of  two  hundred  and  forty-two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  and  eighty- 
six  cents,  set  down  as  the  estimated  amount  required, 
I  would  deduct  the  allowance  for  horse  power,  fifteen 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and 
twelve  cents,  and  fix  the  amount  necessary  to  cover  all 
expenses,  &c.  connected  witli  the  entire  completion  of 
the  rail  way,  and  fumshing  motive  power  by  stationary 
and  locomotive  engines,  at  two  hundred  and  twenty-six 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  seventy 
cents. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  upon  the  several 
inclined  planes,  amounts  to  forty,  and  at  the  rigger's 
loft  to  five.  Their  names  and  stations,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  engineer  corps  will  be  found  in  detail  in  table 
No.  22,  ot  the  documents  accompanying  this  report. 

The  tables,  numbered  from  1  to  21,  inclusive,  will 
afford  the  board,  I  trust,  the  most  ample  informaiion 
on  all  subjects  connected  with  the  immediate  construe-  j 
tion  of  the  rail  way. 

Of  the  awards  made  by  the  board  fordamiges  done 
by  reason  of  the  grading,  &c.  of  the  Portage,"  the  fol- 
lowing persons  have  accepled: 

Thomas  Crovie,  gl90  00  ^ 

Isaac  Ilil.lehrand,  30  00  j 

Willis  Gibbony,  25  00 

The  following  awards  have  been  rejected:  245  00' 

Samuel  Duncan,  gSO  00  | 

W.  Hileman.  60  00 

Samuels  Smith,  55  00       195  00 


Na.vigation  of  the  Canal  commencid  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1834,  and  on  the  2Ist  March,  1835. 

So  that  in  the  former  year  there  was,  up  to  the  1st  of 
May,  about  eight  weeks  of  navigation,  and  in  1835,  up 
to  the  same  date,  about  six  weeks.  In  the  tight  weeks 
in  1834,  there  was  received  at  the  office  in  Allegheny, 
lbs.  r,  590, 790 
And  there  was  cleared,  from  the  same 

office,  3,495,933 


Total, 

In  the  .six  weeks  in  1835,  there  \ 

ceived  at  the  same  office, 
And  there  was  cleared. 

Total, 


Ihs.    11,086,723 


lbs.  12,410,691 
6,783,777 


Total  amount  of  damages  allowed,  S+40  00 

The  several  lots  to  be  attached  to  the  houses,  or 
dwellings  at  the  planes,  have  been  surveyed  and  plot- 
ted, and  the  several  diagrams  will  shortly  be  transmitted 
to  the  board.  Titles  to  these  lots  generally  cannot  now 
be  had,  as  conflicting  claims  render  some  of  them  un- 
certain, and  other  are  in  the  hands  of  executors  orguai-- 
dians. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  JONES,  Superintendent, 
Rail   way   office,   Holli- 7  Allegheny  Portage  Rail  Road, 
daysburg,  Nov.  1,  1834-  S 


19,194,468 

1  he  aggregate  increase  on  tonnage  received,  and 
cleared  from  Allegheny  in  six  weeks  of  1835,  over 
eight  weeks  of  1834,  is  about  73  per  cent. 

The  increase  on  loimage  received  in  these  periods,  in 
1834  and  1835,  is  about  63  per  cent.,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage sent  eastwai-d,  about  96  per  cent. 

I  his  exhibition  is  altogether  gratifjing;  the  total  in- 
crea.se  is  very  considerable,  and  the  increase  of  freight 
sent  eastward  is  particularly  cncouragin.g. 

The  average  tonnage  of  each  week,  during  1835,  has 
more  than  doubled  that  of  the  same  period  in  1834. 

The  following  are  the  amounts  of  tonnage  received 
and  cleared,  during  each  week  of  the  present  season. 

Ills,  c'enrcd.     lbs-  received. 

Week  ending   March  27,         1,025,784         1,007,320 

April     3,  1,058,873         1,264,232 

10,  971,874         2,170,150 

17,         1,352,220         2,468,877 

24,         1,368,525         2,846,612 

May  1,         1,006,073         2,833,500 


DEFENCE  OF  PHILADELPHIA. 

Letteh, 
To   his   Excellency,    George   Wolf,    Governor  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  written  at  the  request  of  the 
.Military   Council   of  the  1st  Brigade,   1st   Division, 
P.  M. 


From  the  Pittsburg  Gazette. 
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Coliector's  Office,  Allegheny,  ? 
AVest.  Div.  Pa.  Canal,  April  2,   1835.  5 
Whole  amount  received  fi-om  1st  Novem- 
ber, 1834,  to  April  25,  1835,  as  per  last 
weekly  statement,  §7,637  75 

Amount   received    in   the    week   ending 

May  1st,  1835,  816  48 

Whole  amount  received  to  May  2d,  1835,      §8,434  23 

71  boats  cleared,  having  tonnage,  1,006,073  lbs. 

Tonnage  received,  cleared  at  other  of- 
fices, 2,833,500 

Total  tonnage  of  the  week,  3,839,573  lbs. 


The  foregoing  is  the  report  of  the  business  ti'ansacted 
at  the  office  in  Allegheny,  during  the  week,  ending 
the  1st  instant. 

We  felt  interested  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  business 
done  at  tlie  Allegheny  office,  up  to  the  first  of  May, 
1834,  and  to  the  same  day  in  1835. 


Head  Quarters,  \st  Brigade,  \st  Divi'^iun,  P.  M.  > 
PuiEADELPUiA,  March  7,  1835.      5 

To  his  Excellency,  George  Wolf,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sin — In  conformity  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  a 
unanimous  vole  of  the  Military  Council  of  the  1st  Bri- 
gade, 1st  Division,  P.  M. — which  is  a  Board  composed 
of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  volunteers  and 
mditia  of  the  city  of  Phil.idclphia, — I  have  the  honor  to 
address  your  Excellency  upon  a  subject  of  deep  inter- 
est to  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  paiticularly  to  the  city 
of  Philadelphia. 

It  is  without  doubt  known  to  your  Excellency,  that 
the  Fort  of  tlie  United  St.ates  at  the  Pea  Patch',  upon 
which  the  citizens  of  Phil.idelphia  hive  heretofore  re- 
lied for  protection,  has  been  destroyed  by  fire,  two  or 
three  years  since;  and  that  preparatory  to  its  re-con- 
struction, its  walls  have  been  razed  to  their  foundation. 
It  is  also  within  your  knov.ledge,  that  Fort  Mifflin, 
though  long  since  abandoned  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  as  a  military  station,  is  jet  quite 
tenable  as  a  post,  and  is  susceptible  of  being  made  per- 
fectly defensible  against  a  naval  force.  The  War  De- 
partment of  the  General  Government  having  in  view 
this  object,  has  ordered  its  examination  by  an  intelli- 
gent officer  of  Engineers,  who  has  reported  favorably 
to  its  re-occupation;  and  has  estimated  the  expense  of 
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its  complete  repair  at  $30,000,and  that  of  its  armament, 
8cc.  in  oi-iler  to  its  being  garrisoned  at  $45,000  more — 
makinp  in  all,  the  sum  of  {^175,000. 

Dieplv  Imprrssed  with  the  llie  necessity  nf  malcinp: 
an  immediate  provision  lor  the  defence  of  Philadelphia, 
which  city  from  whatever  cause,  has  been  left  in 
the  most  exposed  condition,  by  the  adj'  urnment  of 
CouKres-i,  without  any  measures  having  been  taken  by 
thai  body  for  it-^  security;  I  would  be  doing  injustice  to 
the  citizens  of  Philndt  Ipliia,  generally,  and  to  those 
whom  I  more  immediately  represent,  as  well  as  to  my 
own  feelings,  did  I  not  commend  to  the  serious  consid- 
eration of  your  Kxcellrncy,  the  utter  destilut  on  of 
military  resources  within  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  its 
Rccessihle  po-ition  to  an  enemy,  and  its  inviting  impo- 
tence to  resist,  in  case  of  hostilities.  1  have  therelore, 
respectfully  lo  suggest  to  your  Excellency,  the  pro- 
priety of  your  recommendation  of  an  appropriation  to 
be  made,  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  of  the 
whole  or  of  such  part  of  the  sum,  that  has  been  esti- 
maled  as  necessary  for  the  repair  and  armament  of 
Fort  Mifflin,  as  they  in  their  wisdom  shall  determine 
upon — which  appropriation  should  be  placed  at  the 
disposition  of  your  E.\cellency,  for  the  most  speedy  at- 
tainment of  said  purpose.  The  amount  appropriated 
would  doubtless  be  returned  to  tlie  Treasury  of  Penn 
sylvania,  upcn  the  afsembling  of  the  next  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  the  temporary  inconvenience  of 
its  withdrawal  from  the  Stale  Treasury,  would  be  mi. re 
than  compensated,  by  the  security  which  it  would  af- 
ford in  its  timely  application,  to  an  immense  amount  of 
property,  and  to  a  very  large  portion  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens. 

Before  concluding  this  communication,  I  must  invite 
your  Excellency's  attention  to  the  subject  embraced  in 
the  second  resolution  of  the  Military  Council.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  no  considerable  part  -of  the  fines  collected 
in  this  Brigade, for  the  non  performance  of  militia  duty, 
is  received  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Stale.  It  is  thought 
that  should  these  fines,  or  a  portion  of  them,  be  appro- 
priated to  the  equipment  of  Volunteer  troops,  their 
collection  would  be  more  readily  efl't-cted  ihan  it  is  at 
present,  and  that  this  application  of  them  would  serve 
as  an  encouragement  lo  the  formation  and  increase  of 
these  troi;ps.  As  the  diversion  to  this  object  of  this 
money,  would  be  agreeable  to  our  citizens,  generally, 
and  without  its  imposing  any  burden  upon  the  State,  it 
is  hoped  that  this  proposal  will  receive  theapprobation 
of  your  Excellency. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Very  respectfully. 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob't  serv't, 

A.    M.  PREVOST, 
Brigadier  General,  1st  Brig.  1st  Div.  P.  M. 


fills  the  first  office  in  the  Nation,  there  is  no  reason  to 
fear  that  he  would  hesitate  to  exercise  this  power, 
should  the  state  of  our  relations  with  France,  or  any 
other  country  require  it.  The  alteration  ynu  desirfe  in 
lelatioii  to  the  apprnpriaiion  of  the  fines  (or  non-per- 
formance o!  militi:i  duty,  in  your  Bri.jade,  is  not  con- 
sidered by  tlie  Governor,  a-  a  proper  subject  lor  a  spe- 
cial F.xecutive  Message.  The  object  may  be  attained 
by  a  dii-ect  application  to  the  Legislature- 

I  am,   with  great  respect,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant. 

JAMES  FINDLEY, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  M.  Pbovst, 

1st  iSrigade.  1st,  Division,  P.  M. 

Philadelphia. 

Signed,  A.  J.  Pleasonton, 
Geo.  Cadwalader, 

Secretary  of  the  Military  Council. 


(ANSWER.) 


Harrisburg,  17th  March, 


Office.  ? 
1835.      S 


Sir — The  Governor  has  received  your  communica- 
tion, and  the  proceedinKs  of  the  Military  Council  of 
the  1st  Brigade,   1st  Division,  P.  M.  to  which  it  refers- 

He  has  instructed  me  to  inform  you  that  he  is  much 
pleased  with  the  patriotic  concern  for  the  security  of 
the  State,  and  especially  of  its  great  metropolis,  which 
they  evince;  and  that  they  have  received  from  him  that 
consideration  which  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and 
the  respect  which  he  entertains  for  the  body  from 
Which  they  come,  justly  entitle  them. 

He  does  not  however  conceive  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
adopt  the  measures  which  they  suggest.  It  is  for  Con 
gress  "  to  provide  for  the  common  defence,"  and  the 
President  "  may  on  extraordinary  occasions  convene 
both  Mouses.''  The  President  has  the  best  information 
on  tlie  subject  of  our  Foreign  affairs,  and  from  the 
known  character  of  the  illustrious  individual    who  now 
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Thursday  Evening,  May  \ilh,  1835. 
SELECT  COUNCIL. 

The  chair  presented  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor,  staling  that  the 
term  of  serv  ce  of  Geo.  W.  Jones,  and  William  S.  Han- 
sell,  was  about  to  expire,  and  also  that  a  vacancv  had 
occurred  in  the  Hoard,  by  the  resignation  of  Jacob  B. 
Lancaster.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Petitions  for  re-paving  Morris  street,  running  from 
Seventh  to  Eighth  street,  between  Chestnut  and  Sau- 
som  street;  and  Seventh  street,  between  High  and  Mul- 
berry, were  presented  in  both  Councils,  and  referred  to 
the  paving  committee. 

Mr  M'Creedy  presented  a  memorial  objecting  to  the 
line  of  the  Delaware  Avenue,  as  now  laid  out  between 
Chestnut  and  Markel  streets.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Delaware  Avenue. 

Mr  M'Creedv,  a  petition  for  the  removal  of  the  City 
Stables,  from  Barker  street.  Referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  cleansing  the  city. 

Mr.  Price  presented  a  memorial  from  the  managers 
of  the  Danville  and  Pottsville  Rail  Road  Company,  so- 
liciting the  aid  of  Councils  in  the.prosecution  of  that 
work.  Mr.  Chandler,  in  Common  Council,  presented 
a  duplicate  of  the  same.  Referred  to  a  special  joint 
cominittee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Price,  Eyre,  and  Lip- 
pincott,  of  the  Select,  and  Messrs  Chandler,  Canby,and 
Yarnall,  of  the  Common  Council. 

Mr.  Price  presented  the  annexed  communication 
from  the  Association  for  the  relief  of  Disabled  Fire. 
men.  Mr.  Chandler,  in  Common  Council,  submitted  a 
petition  of  like  import.  Referred  to  the  committee  on 
Fire  Companies. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  CmincUs  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Association  for  the  relief  of  disabled  Firemen,  held 
on  the  evening  of  the  3d  inst.  the  undersigned  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  apply  to  the  Select  and  Com- 
mon Councils  of  the  City,  for  a  donation  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  Association.  The  committee  therefore 
make  known  to  your  honorable  bodies,  that  in  their 
opinion,  the  object  for  which  our  Institution  was  esta-^ 
blished  is  intimately  connected  with  the  well  being  of 
our  Fire  Depaitment,  viz.  to  provide  for  the  rehef  of 
such  firemen  as  may  be  injured  in  the  discharge  of  theif 
ordinarv  duties,  or  of  other  persons  nut  firemen,  who 
may  receive  .iccidental  hurl  from  fire  apparatus.  As 
the  firemen  are  cx'iemcly  liable  lopenonal  injury  from 
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the  exposure  to  wliich  they  are  subject,  and  the  nature 
of  their  operations,  it  is  presumed  that  an  Irnlitution 
established  for  their  benefit,  must  serve  in  a  great  de- 
gree to  promote  their  i-eneral  usefuhiess.and  to  preserve 
our  citizens  in  thut  secuiitv  from  the  c.ilam  ty  o;  Firj, 
for  which  PlilUdclpliia  h >3  Ion-  been  ceWbra'ed.  The 
committee  suppose  there  can  be  but  one  o  jinion,  that 
the  preservation  oflhelargs;  amount  of  property  own- 
ed by  the  corporation  must  naturally  be  an  object  of 
much  solicitude  to  those  who  represent  the  pub  ic  in- 
terests. The  efficieiiy  of  the  Fire  Department  affords  a 
guarantee  of  no  ordinary  ch  .racter,  and  in  the  support 
and  maintenance  of  that  Depirtment,  all  property  liol  l- 
ers  have  a  deep  interest.  The  liber.ality  of  our  wealthy 
citizens  and  the  public  spirit  of  our  youiw;  men,  in 
maintaining  fire  apptr.itus,  with  but  a  limited  amount 
of  aid  from  tha  several  corpor.i'ions  of  the  City  and 
County,  give  to  the  Trustees  a  stron;.:;  an  1  well  ground- 
ed ass.irance  that  their  appeal  in  behalf  of  an  Institu- 
tion so  intimately  connected  with  the  fire  department, 
will  not  be  mide  in  vain.  They  are  confirmed  in  this 
assurance  by  referring  tq^the  fact  th  »t  several  members 
of  our  Fire  Companies  were  seriously  injured  by  their 
labours  in  suppressing,  some  years  since,  the  fire  in 
the  building  now  occupieJ  by  the  Select  aniComnon 
Councils. 

The  Committee  beg  leave  to  remind  Councils  that 
the  only  means  upon  which  we  can  depend  for  the  cre- 
ation of  a  Capital,  is  the  benevolence  of  individuals  and 
the  contributions  of  ourmonied  and  other  Institutions. 
In  the  City  of  New  York  where  an  association  similar 
to  our  own  has  long  existed,  and  having  a  yearly  income 
at  this  time  of  about  Eight  Thousand  Dollars,  various 
sources  of  permanent  and  casual  revenue  are  enjoyed, 
by  which  the  funds  have  been  raised,  and  yet  the  cor- 
poration of  that  City  but  a  few  weeks  since,  voted  the 
Society  the  sum  of  Oie  Thousand  Dollars. 

From  these  consiilerations  and  circumstances  the 
committee  respectfully  present  the  wishes  of  the  Insti- 
tution to  Councils,  in  ihe  confident  expectation  that 
tuch  aid  will  be  granted  as  will  enable  us  to  promote 
the  noble  objects  for  which  we  have  been  chartered. 

Mr.  Price  presented  a  petition  from  John  F.Jolinson, 
surety  with  Allen  W.  Tatem,  for  the  payment  of  a 
loan  out  of  the  Franklin  Legacy,  mide  to  Thos.  J. 
Tatem,  praying  that  said  Allen  W.  Tatem  may  be  re- 
leased, and  offering  to  assume  the  responsibility  him- 
self.    Referred  to  the  comm  ttee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Price.from  the  committee  on  Schuylkill  wharves, 
made  a  report  with  an  ordinance,  providing  for  the 
construction  of  a  new  wharf  at  Walaut  street.  The  or- 
dinance was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Waierlng  Committee,  made 
the  following  report,  the  resjKilio;is  attached  to  which 
were  agreed  to:  — 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Council. 

The  Watering  commlitee  respectfully  submit: — That 
some  years  ago,  a  lot  of  ground  situated  at  the  north- 
east corner  of  Schuylkill  Second  and  Cdlowhill  street, 
was  purchased  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  twenty 
inch  main  from  the  bank  of  the  old  Union  Canal  into 
Callowhill  street. 

By  a  new  arrangement  of  the  main,  this  lot  is  no  long- 
er valuable  for  City  purposes,  and  the  committee  are 
of  opinion  th-Jt  it  may  now  be  advantageously  sold. — 
The  Fairmount  Bridge  Company  are  now  erecting  a 
new  house  for  the  accommodation  of  their  toll-.githerer, 
and  we  have  understood  they  propose  to  sell  tlie  house 
and  lot  now  occupied  for  that  purpose  on  the  north 
side  of  the  biiilge.  The  committee  believing  that  the 
possession  of  the  property  is  of  great  import  nice  to  the 
city,  as  it  not  only  joins  the  garden  plot  of  the  water 
works,  but  commands  almost  entirelv  the  main  entrance 
to  that  great  public  work,  have  made  some  preliminary 
inquiries  to  ascertain  on  wh  it  terms  the  property  could 
be  purchased.  Thev  have  lucceeded  in  obtaining  the 
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opini  in  of  the  Managers  of  the  UriJge  Company,  and 
think  it  miy  be  had  fjr  six  thou<and  dollars,  which  is 
considerably  lower  than  it  was  at  first  offered.  A  plan 
of  the  lot  is  herewith  presented,  from  wh  ch  it  will  be 
seen  ihat  it  might  be  so  occupied  as  nut  onlv  miterially 
to  interl'ere  with  the  public  enj  lyment  of  ti>j  premises 
at  Fairmount,  but  give  all  the  inconvenience  which  at- 
tiches  to  a  lotof  l.mited  dimensions  bordering  on  pub- 
lic pripory.  The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
advantages  .are  so  obvious  as  to  m  ike  it  unnecessary  to 
state  tliem  in  detail,  and  .accordingly  report  resolutions 
authorizing  them  to  sell  the  vacant  lot  on  Callowhill 
and  Seconil  street,  and  purchase  the  property  of  the 
Bridge  Companj. 

Resolved,  I'iiat  the  Watering  co  nmittce  he  and  are 
hereby  authorized  to  purchase  Iro-n  the  Fairmount 
Bridge  Company,  the  Ijt  of  ground  niw  occupied  by 
the  toll-gather's  house,  and  adj  lining  oiher  land  of  the 
citv  at  Fairmount,  fora  su  n  not  esceedin.g  six  tliousand 
dolLirs;  and  that  when  the  purchase  is  completed,  the 
1  Mayor  shall  draw  his  warrant  on  the  City  Tre  isurer  for 
!  the  amount  required,  ani  hive  the  same  charged  to 
;  the  appropriation  No.  l-l.  City  property. 
i  Resolved,  That  the  watering  committee  be  and  they 
'  are  hereby  authorized  to  sell  the  lot  at  the  northeast 
i  corner  of  Schuylkill  Second  and  Callowhill  streets,  be- 
I  longin.g  to  the  corporation,  at  public  sale,  an  1  that  the 
I  procee.ls  of  sale  be  paid  to  the  City  ■l"reasm-y,and  be 
j  placed  at  the  credit  of  appropriation  No.  M,  City  pro- 

perty. 
I  LVWUENCE  LEWIS,  Chairman,  Pro  Tern. 

!  FRED.    FRALEY, 

I  THOS.  LANCASTER, 

3AMES  HUTCHINSON, 
I  RICHARD   PRICE, 

j  Committee. 

!      Philad.  May  13,  1835. 

;  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

j  Mr  Fraley  presented  a  petition  for  paving  Sassafras 
1  street,  between  Tenth  and  Eleventh  streets.  Refer- 
1  red  to  paving  committee.  < 

Mr.  Hutchinson  presented  a  petition  from  200  citt- 
I  zens,  praying  that  the  iron  railing  r  mnd  Washington 
I  square,  may  be  placed  inside  of  the  front  row  of  trees. 
i  Referred  to  the  committee  on  pub  ic  squares. 

The  chair  read  a  communication  from  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  Will's  Ho-pital,  informing  Couicil  of  the 
resignation  of  Robert  Suowden,  from  that  Board. 

Mr.  Ch  mdler  presented  a  petition  from  Jacob  Con- 
nel,  praving  release  from  certain  responsibilities  in  the 
case  o(  Edward  A.  Allen.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  petition  from  residents  of 
Appletree  Alley,  in  relation  to  nuisances  in  that  neigh- 
borhood; also  piaying  for  the  curbing  of  the  alley. — 
Referred  to  committee  on  cleansing  the  city. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  a  petition  from  citiaens  in  the 
nei.ghborhood  oftlieNew  Market  House  on  Schuylkill 
High  street,  a^king  that  a  clerk  be  appolnied  to  .guard 
against  impo.ltions  that  might  be  practised  without 
some  check  of  this  kind.  Referred  to  the  committee 
on  marke's. 

Mr.  Gilder,  from  the  paving  committee,  made  the 
following  report. 

The  Paving  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  on  part 
of  ihe  petitions  referred  to  them,  and  would  recommend 
the  aloption  nfthe  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  City  Commissioners  under  the 
direction  of  the   Paving   committee,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  have  regulated,  curbed  and  paved, 
the  following  streets,  viz: 
Mulberrv  street  from  Schuvlkill  4th  to  Front 

street,  S6.038 

Ann  street  from  Schuylkill  6th  to  Tth.between 

Mulberry  and  Filbert,  653 
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Jones  street  from  Schuylkill  7th  to  8lh,  be- 
tween Filbert  and  High, 
Clay  street   from  Beach  to  Willow,  between 

Lombard  and  Pine, 
Helmuth   street  from    Sclinylkiil  6th  to  7th, 

between  Lombard  and  Pine, 
Uichard  street  from  Sclinylkiil  6th  to  7lh,  be- 
tween Lombard  and  Pine, 
Schuylkill  7lli,  from  Walnut  to  Locust, 
Schuylkill  7th,  fr.>m  Lombard  to  Pine, 
Schuylkill  5th,  from  Spruce  to  Walnut, 
Schuylkill  4tli,  from  HiRli  to  Chestnut, 
SchuUkill  3d,  from  Walnnt  to  Spruce, 
Locust  street,    from   Schuylkill    7th  to  5th 
streets,  2732 

Resolved,  That  the  City  Commissioners  be  and  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  cause  the  following  private 
Btreets  and  alleys,  lo  be'regulated,  curbed  and  paved, 
as  provided  for  by  an  act  of  Assembly  passed  April 
23d,  1829,  to  wit:— 

Jefferson  avenue  running  from  Broad  to  Schuylkill 
8th  between  Walnut  and  George  streets 

Tin  Alley  running  from  Walnut  to  Locust  streets  and 
between  Broad  and  Juniper. 

Good  Will  Alley  or  Court,  s  tua'ed  between  Sassa- 
fras and  Cherry  streets,  and  between  Juniper  and 
Broad  streets. 

Clair  Alley,  situated  between  Vine  and  Sassafras  and 
between  Thirteenth  and  Juniper  streets. 

The  committee  also  submitted  an  ordinance  provid- 
ing for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  ordinance  of  Feb. 
27, 1834,  as  relates  to  collecting  toll  on  persons  who  do 
not  pass  through  the  city.  The  first  resolution  was  or- 
dered  to  be  printed,  and  the  second  was  ailopted,  and 
concurred  in  by  Select  Council.  The  ordinance  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Chandler  submitted  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  connection  between  the 
Rail  way  in  Broad  street  and  Delaware  Front,  for  the 
further  facilitation  of  trade. 

Mr.  Earp  presented  a  minority  report  on  the  subject, 
both  of  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
Councils. 

Mr.  Chandler  made  a  verbal  report  in  relation  to  the 
burial  ground  on  Franklin  Square,  requesting  a  special 
meeting  to  be  called  for  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Uunlap  made  a  report  on  behalf  of  the  special 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  fcr  the  Instruction  of 
the  Blind. 

This'  report  elicited  considerable  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  Mr.  Fralry  offered  a  resolution  that 
the  special  committee  be  instructed  to  report  an  ordi- 
nance for  the  sale  of  as  much  land  belonging  to  the 
Wills'  Hospital,  as  would  amount  to  §12,000,  to  be 
handed  over  to  the  Managers  of  the  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  to  be  placed  in  the  funds  of  that  Institution. 
Dr.  Huston  opposed  the  resolution,  and  moved  the 
adoption  of  another,  lo  wit:  "That  it  be  inexpedient 
to  dispose  of  any  part  of  the  lands  belonging  to  Wills' 
Hospital." 

Mr.  Karp  proposed   that  the   words    "  at  t/ie  present 
time,"  be  inserted  as  an  amendment,  but  on  taking  the  j 
-question  on  the  amendment  ii  was  lost,  and 
tion  of  Dr.  Huston  was  adopted. 
On  motion  adjourned. 


Lewis  of  the  Select,  and  Mr.  Wright  ofthe 
Council,  acting 


i  tellers,  in  the  choice  of 
Geo.  W.  Jones, 
Wm.  S.  Hansel], 

and 
Jos.  B.  Smith, 
(In  the  place  of  Jacob  B.  Lancaster,  Esq.  resigned.) 
Mr.  Chandler  presented   a  petition  for  the  re-paving 
Ninth  street,   between   Arch   and  Filbert,    which  was 
referred  to  the  paving  committee  with  power  to  act 


From  the  Coinmercial  List. 
INSPECTION  LAWS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Flour. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  commnriwealth  of  Fennsyhania  in  General  As- 
sembly, met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of 
the  same.  That  all  flour  of  wheat,  flour  of  rye,  and 
meal  made  of  Indian  corn,  shall,  if  designed  for  expor- 
tation from  either  of  the  places  mentioned  in  this  sec- 
tion, be  liable  to  the  inspection  at  the  respective  place, 
as  follows,  to  wit: 

I.  At  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  by  the  inspec- 
tor of  flour  appointed  for  the  said  city  and  county. 
,  At  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  in  the  counties  of 
Allegheny,  Westmoreland,  Washington,  Fayette, 
Greene,  Indiana,  Jefl'erson,  Armstrong,  Butler,  Bea- 
ver, Mercer,  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren,  Venango,  by 
the  inspector  of  flour  appointed  for  the  said  city  and 


CITY  COUNCILS. 

A  special  meeting  ofthe  City  Councils  was  held  on 
Monday  afternoon.  In  Select  Council,  Mr.  Eyre  was 
appointed  President  pro  tem.  In  Common  Council, 
*lr.  Gilder  was  called  to  the  chair. 

Councils  assembled  in  joint  meeting  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  members  ofthe  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
jPoor,  and   the   election  resulted,  by  the  report  of  Mr, 


Provided,  That  flour  and  meal  manufactured  m  any 
other  Slate,  and  put  up  in  casks  which  shall  bear  the 
brand  or  the  name  of  such  St.ite,  may  be  exported  from 
this  commonwealth  as  the  manufacture  of  the  State 
from  which  it  shall  come,  and  not  as  the  flour  or  meal 
of  Pennsylvania,  without  being  liable  to  inspection  as 
aforesaid. 

And  provided  also,  Th.*t  such  flour  or  meal  as  shall 
be  manufactured  within  the  conties  of  Westmoreland, 
Washington,  Green,  and  Fayette,  and  transported  by 
land  out  of  this  commonwealth,  shall  not  be  hable  to  in- 
spection as  aforesaid. 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
conslrucd  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  sour  or  damag- 
ed flour,  as  such,  if  it  be  so  marked  distinctly  upon  the 
(Jasks  containing  the  same  by  the  inspector  or  deputy. 

Flour  of  wheat,  liable  to  inspection  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  packed  in  barrels  or  half  barrels,  well  made  of  good 
seasoned  materials,  and  tightened  with  ten  hoops  suffi- 
ciently nailed  with  four  nails  in  each  chine  hoop,  and 
three  nails  in  each  upper  bilge  hoop. 

The  barrels  which  shall  be  used  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  shall  be  of  the  iliameter  of  sixteen  inches  and 
a  half  at  the  head,  and  shall  be  marked  "Number  one." 
And  every  such  barrel  shall  be  made  of  slaves  twenty 
seven  inches  in  length.  Every  halt  barrel  which  shall 
be  used  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  shall  be  of  the  diame- 
ter  of  twelve  inches  and  a  half  at  the  head,  and  shall  be 
made  of  staves  twenty  three  inches  in  length,  and  shall 
be  denominated  *'Number  Two." 

Every  barrel  "Number  One,"  of  wheat  flour   shall 
the  le^olu"  i  contain  the  full  quantity  or  weight  of  one  hundred  nine- 
ty-six pounds  of  such  flour.     Every  half  barrel  of  wheat 
flour  shall  contain  ihe  full  quantity  or  weighty  of  ninety 
eight  pounds  of  such  flour. 

Every  miller  or  boher  shall  brand  every  barrel  and 
half  barrel  of  flour  put  up  by  him  with  the  number  one 
or  two  according  to  ihe  dimensions  thereof,  as  afore- 
said, before  the  same  shall  be  removed  from  the  place 
where  the  same  was  bolted,  under  the  penalty  of  twen- 
ty cents  for  every  barrel  or  half  barrel  removed  with- 
out being  so  branded.  He  shall  also,  under  the  like 
penally,  brand  as  aforesaid  every  barrel  and  half  barrel 
of  flour  with  the  weight  of  the  flour  therein  contained. 
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Flour  of  rye  and  meal  nmidc  of  Indian  corn  liable  to 
inspection  as  aforesaid  may  be  packe.l  in  barrels  or  lialf 
barrels  made  in  tlic  manner  lieriinb'  fore  desciibed. 

Flour  of  rye,  and  meal  made  of  Indian  corn  liable  to 
inspection  as  aforesaid,  may  aUo  be  packed  in  strong 
tight  puncheons  or  hopsl.eads  suitable  for  mulasses 
casks,  well  made  of  good  seasoned  while  oak  or  red  oak 
slai'es,  with  pine  or  odier  suitable  heads  tightened  and 
bound  with  sixteen  good  and  sufficient  hoops,  two  of 
which  at  least  namely,  the  second  from  each  chine, 
shall  be  of  iron.  They  shall  be  well  secured  willi  at 
least  four  nails  in  each  chine  hoop  and  three  wooden 
plugs  or  pegs  at  the  upper  edge  of  each  upper  bilge 
hoop. 

Every  puncheon  orhogsliead  which  shall  be  used  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid  shall  be  of  the  following  dimen- 
sions, to  wit — 

The  diameter  at  the  head  shall  be  twenty  seven 
inches. 

The  diameter  at  the  bung  or  bilge  shall  be  tliirlyone 
inches. 

And  every  such  cask  shall  be  made  of  staves  forty-one 
inches  in  lenglh. 

Every  puncheon'  or  hogshead  of  rye  flour,  or  of  corn 
meal,  designed  for  exportation  as  aforesaid,  shall  con- 
tain the  full  quantity  or  weight  of  eight  hundred  pounds 
nett  of  such  flour  or  meal. 

If  any  miller  or  bolter  of  fliur  for  exportation  as 
aforesaid,  shall  pack  flour  or  meal  in  a  cask  of  any  size 
or  dimension  not  hereinbefore  specified,  he  shall  forfeit 
to  the  purchaser  the  cask  in  wliich  such  flour  or  meal 
shall  have  been  packed,  or  the  value  thereof  in  his  ac- 
count, and  the  person  who  shall  have  sold  the  sarre  for 
exportation  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  ihe  inspector  of  such 
flour  or me:d,  twenty  cents  for  every  such  cask-  And 
if  any  miller  or  boiler  of  flour  shall  pack  any  flour  or 
meal  in  a  cask  not  hooped  and  nailed  as  aforesaid,  he 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  purchaser  thereof  twenty 
cents  for  every  suc'j  cask. 

Every  person  oflTering  any  flour  or  meal  for  sale  in 
casks  made  of  un.seasoned  malerials  shall  pay  to  the  in- 
spector of  such  flour  or  meal  twenty-five  cents  for  brand- 
ing the  same,  for  each  and  every  cask,  and  the  owner 
of  such  flour  shall  have  an  action  for  damages  which 
may  be  sustained  thereby  against  the  miller  or  cooper 
who  furnished  such  casks,  and  such  flour  shall  not  be 
exported  under  the  penalty  of  one  dollar  per  barrel. 

If  any  person  shall  put  a  false  or  a  wrong  tare  upon 
any  cask  containing  flour  or  meal,  to  ihe  disadvantage 
of  the  purchaser,  such  person  shall  forteit  for  each  cask 
so  falsely  tared,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  cents. 

Every  miller  and  bolter  of  flour  for  exportation  shall 
cause  his  brand  mark,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  entered  with 
the  clerk  of  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county 
where  he  resides,  together  with  his  name  and  place  of 
residence,  under  the  penalty  of  five  dollars  lor  every 
month  during  which  he  shall  have  exercised  his  said 
employment  without  having  made  such  entry. 

Every  open  boat,  float  or  shallop  which  shall  be  used 
to  convey  flour,  corn  or  meal  from  the  mill  as  aforesaid, 
or  from  any  landing  place  to  Ihe  place  of  exportation, 
or  to  any  other  place,  shall  be  provided  with  a  cover- 
ing or  tarpauhng  sufficient  to  secure  the  same  in  case 
of  rain. 

Every  person  who  shall  unload  or  discharge  any 
flour,  corn  or  meal,  designed  for  exportation,  at  any 
landing  place,  or  other  place,  shall  cause  the  same  forth- 
with to  be  put  in  a  store  or  under  a  shelter  sufficient  to 
keep  it  dry. 

Btef  and  Pork. 

Salted  beef  and  pork  shall,  if  designed  for  ship  stores, 
or  for  exportation,  from  the  port  of  philadelpia,  be  lia- 
ble to  be  inspected  by  the  inspector  of  salted  provisions 
appointed  for  the  said  port. 

Provided,  That  salted  beef  and  pork,  as  aforesaid, 
which  shall   be  imported  or  brought  from  any  other 


stale  or  counlry,  and  which  shall  bear  the  brand  of  the 
name  of  such  state  or  ci  unlry  upon  the  casks  contnin- 
ing  ihc  same,  may  be  sold  or  exporltd  as  afiresaid,  as 
the  product  of  the  st;.tc  or  coumrv  from  which  it  shall 
come,  and  not  as  ihe  bet- f  or  poik  of  Pennsylvania, 
wiUicut  being  liable  to  inspcclion  as  aforesaid. 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  person  packing  or  put- 
ting U|>  any  pork  for  ship  stores  or  for  exportation  as 
aforesaid,  to  put  or  pack  in  any  lierce  of  pork  more 
than  three  l.eads  of  pork,  or  in  any  barrel  of  pork  more 
than  two  heads  of  pork,  or  of  any  half  barrel  of  pork 
more  than  one  head  of  pork. 

It  shall  alsobelawfid  for  any  person  loput  up  or  pack 
beef  for  ship  stores  or  exportiition,  as  aloi  esaid,  un'ler 
the  denomination  of  "Kxtra  Mess,"  "Mess  Prime,"  or 
"Cargo"  beef,  if  the  same  shall  be  of  the  quality,  and 
assorted  in  manner  herein  specified,  to  wit: 

I.  Extra  Mess  beef  shall  consist  of  the  best  pieces  of 
oxen  or  steers,  well  fatted,  and  weit;hlng  at  least  six 
hundred  pounds,  exclusiiely  of  the  hide  and  tallow. 

II.  Mess  beef  shall  consist  of  good  pieces  of  large 
and  well  fatted  cattle,  weighing  not  less  than  four  bun- 
dred  pounds,  without  hocks,  shanks  or  any  of  the 
neck. 

III.  Prime  beef  shall  consist  of  good  pieces  of  well 
fatted  cattle,  without  hocks,  or  more  than  two  shanks 
and  one  half  of  a  neck  to  a  barrel- 

IV.  Cargo  beef  shall  consist  of  a  proponion  of  good 
pieces  of  falted  catlle,  willuiut  hocks,  or  more  than 
three  shanks,  ;.nd  one  half  of  one  neck  tu  a  barrel. 

It  shall  also  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  put  up  or 
pack  pork  for  ship  stores  or  exportation  under  the  de- 
nomination of  ".Mess,"  "Prime,"  or  "Cargo"  pork,  if 
the  same  shall  be  nf  the  qoidily  and  assorted  in  the  man- 
ner herein  specified,  to  wit: 

I.  Mfsspoik  sSall  consist  of  the  sides  or  rib  pieces  of 
well  falted  hogs,  exclusively  of  other  picces- 

II.  Piime  pork  shall  consitt  of  a  proportion  of  side 
pieces,  neck  and  tail  pieces,  and  each  barrel  of  such 
pork  may  contain  twenty-four  pounds  of  head,  properly 
<lressed  and  prepared,  but  not  any  greater  quantity  of 
head. 

The  branding  of  the  words  "extra  mess,"  or  ihe 
word  "mess,"  "prime,"  or  "cargo,"  as  aforesaid,  by 
the  owner  or  persons  putting  up  any  beef  or  pork,  shall 
be  deemed  a  warranty  by  liim  that  the  article  so  de- 
nominated is  good  and  merchantable,  and  assorted  ac- 
cording to  the  requirements  of  this  act. 

Sailed  Fish. 

Shad  and  herring  put  up  in  bar?-els  or  half  barrels 
shall,  if  designed  for  exportation  from  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, be  liable  to  be  inspected  by  the  inspector  of 
salted  provisions  appointed  for  the  said  port. 

Provided,  1  hat  s-.dted  shad  or  herring  put  up  as 
aforesaid  which  shall  have  been  impoi  ted  or  brought 
from  any  other  State  or  country,  and  which  shall  bear 
the  brand  of  the  name  of  such  State  or  country,  may  be 
exported  from  this  State  with  the  same  name  branded 
thereon,  and  not  as  the  shad  or  herring  of  Pennsylvania, 
without  being  liable  to  inspection  as  aforesaid. 
Butler  and  Hog's  Lard. 

Butter  and  hog's  lard  shall,  if  designed  for  exporta- 
tion, from  any  poit  or  place  upon  the  river  Delaware, 
be  liable  to  be  inspected  by  the  inspector  of  butler  and 
hog's  lard  appointed  for  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, or  his  deputy. 

The  inspector  aloresaid  .shall  also  use  the  three  fol- 
lowing marks  and  numbers  in  the  inspection  of  butter 
aforesaid,  namely,  "No-  1  Extra,"  which  shall  desig- 
nate butter  of  the  first  and  best  quality,  "No.  1,"  which 
shall  designate  butter  of  the  second  quality,  and  "No. 
2,"  which  shall  designate  the  third  quality  of  merchant 
able  butter,  and  no  other  numbers  shall  be  used  by 
such  inspector. 

Butter  and  hog's  lard  liable  to  inspection  a!  afortiaid 
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shall  be  sufficiently  salted  for  exportation,  and  sliall  be 
put  up  in  kegs,  bidfkegs,  or  lubs,  made  of  sound  and 
well  seasoned  wliiie  oak  staves  or  timber,  or  in  canis- 
ters. Provided,  That  butler  and  heir's  lard  from  any 
other  slate,  put  up  as  afoiesaid,  which  shall  bear  the 
brand  or  the  name  of  such  state,  may  be  exported  from 
this  stale,  with  the  same  name  branded  thereon,  and 
not  as  the  butter  and  hog's  lard  of  Pennsylvania,  with- 
out being  liable  to  inspection  as  aforesaid. 

7'vlacco- 
All  tobacco  designed  for  exportation  from  the  port  of 
Philadelphia,  sliali  be  liable  to  be  inspected  by  the  in- 
spector of  tobacco  appointed  for  the  said  port. 

I'rovidtd,  That  lobacco  imported  or  brought  from 
any  oilier  Slate  or  country  which  shall  bear  the  brand 
or  mark  of  the  name  of  such  Stale  or  country  upon  the 
cask  or  package  containing  the  same,  may  be  exported 
as  the  product' of  tlie  State  or  country  from  which  it 
came,  and  not  as  the  product  of  Pennsylvania,  without 
being  liable  to  inspection  as  aforesaid. 

The  inspector  of  tcbacco  shall  provide  and  keep 
sufficient  sloie-houses  at  any  place  between  Prime  and 
Green  streets  conveniently  situated  for  shipping  tobac- 
co, and  also  presses,  brands,  scratches,  and  all  other 
apparatus  necessary  fur  the  inspecting  of  such  tobacco 
as  may  be  liable  to  ins[  ection  as  afores.iid. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector  aforesaid  to  strip, 
sample  and  press  all  tobacco  submitted  to  hisinspeciion, 
he  shall  make  in  every  hogshead  inspected.lhree  breaks, 
and  from  each  bre;.k  two  hands  shall  be  drawn,  tied 
up,  and  sealed,  w  hich  sliall  compose  the  sample  of  the 
same;  he  shall  also  give  a  certificate  for  each  and  every 
hogshead  marked  and  numbered  as  per  sample. 

If  any  person  shall  export  or  lade  for  exportation 
fiom  the  port  aforesaid,  any  tobacco  liable  to  inspection 
as  aforesaid,  before  the  same  shall  have  been  inspected 
and  approved  according  to  law,  such  person  shall  for- 
feit and  pay  for  every  hogshead  so  exported  or  laden, 
fifty  dollars,  one  half  for  the  use  of  the  inspector,  the 
other  half  fo'r  the  use  of  the  commonwealth. 

7  he  inspector  of  tobacco  may  dtm?nd  and  receive 
upon  each  hogshead  of  tobacco  for  stripping,  sainpling, 
pressing,  coojieringand  branding,  one  dollar,  which  fee 
shall  be  paid  by  the  planter,  meichant  or  importer,  at 
the  tim.c  he  shall  receive  the  sample 

He  may  also  detriand  and  receive  upon  each  hegs- 
head  which  shall  remain  stored  for  any  period  greater 
than  a  year  after  the  same  shall  have  been  inspecied  by 
him,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  cents  for  every  month  he 
shall  have  s'ored  the  same. 

Domeitic  DislUkd  Spirits- 

Spirituous  liquors  distilled  within  this  commonwealth, 
shall, if  designed  for  exportation,  from  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia, except  when  shipped  coastwise  by  the  Distil- 
ler, or  his  agent,  sliall  be  liable  to  inspection,  by  an  in- 
spector of  domestic  distilled  spirjts,  appointed  for  the 
city  and  county  of  Philadelphia. 

Every  inspector  of  do.meslic  dislllled  spirits  sh;  11  also, 
by  virtue  of  his  said  office,  be  a  guager,  and  shall  pel 
form  the  duly  of  guaging  all  casks  containing  such  spi- 
rits submitted  to  his  inspection,  and  shall  mark  thereon 
the  quantity  of  .spirits  therein  contained,  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  provided. 

The  inspector  or  deputy  aforesaid,  having  ascertain- 
ed the  quantity,  strength  and  quality  of  any  spirituous 
liquors  as  afcresaid,  and  also  the  ullage  shall  grave  or 
scrape  with  a  scraping  iron  on  one  of  the  heads  of  each 
cask,  inspecied  by  them,  containing  whiskey,  the  e.'sact 
proof  and  degrees  thereof,  and  the  quantity  of  gallons 
or  full  contents  of  such  cask,  and  the  deficit  or  number 
of  gallons  out  at  a  time- of  such  inspection,  if  any;  and 
it  shall  be  ihe  duty  of  such  inspector  or  deputy,  at  the 
request  of  the  person  or  agent  applying,  to  have  whis- 
iey  inspected,  to  make  out  and  subscribe  a  certificate 
exhibiting  in  separate  columns,  the  number  of  casks  and 


the  kinds,  the  number  of  gallons  or  full  contents,  the 
deficit  of  gallons  or  (  ut=,  if  any,  and  the  proofs  and  dc 
grees  thereof,  and  deliver  the  same  to  the  applicant) 
and  the  said  inspector  shall  receive  for  inspecting  guag- 
ing, marking,  replacing  the  burg,  and  such  certificate, 
a  fee  often  cenis  per  cask  only. 

If  any  person  sh.-ill- export  or  lade  for  exportation 
from  the  poit  of  Philadelphia,  any  distilled  spirituous 
liquors  liable  to  inspection  as  aforesaid,  before  the  same 
shall  have  been  inspected  and  marked  according  to  law, 
such  person  shall  forfeit  and  pay  ten  dollars  for  every 
barrel,  and  twenty  dollars  for  every  double  barrel  and 
hogshead  or  other  cask  or  vessel  conlainingsuch  liquor 
so  exported,  or  laden,  to  be  recovered  by  the  inspector 
aforesaid,  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  city  and  county,  Provided, 
That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  any  distiller  of  whis- 
key, or  his  agent,  in  tending  to  ship  whiskey,  the 
produce  of  his  own  stills,  coastwise,  to  ship  the 
same  without  inspection,  upon  with  or  at  the  office 
of  one  of  the  principal  inspectors,  an  invoice  or  list  ex- 
hibiting the  number  and  kinds  of  casks  intended  to  be 
shipped,  with  an  affidavit  arnexed  by  himself  or  agent, 
that  such  whiskey  was  made  by  him,  and  is  intended 
for  a  market  iii  one  of  the  sister  states,  together  with  a 
notice  of  the  name  of  the  vessel  on  which  the  same  is 
intended  to  be  shipped,  and  the  place  where  it  is  in- 
tended to  be  taken  on  board,  at  least  three  hours  be- 
fore it  ihali  be  put  on  beard. 

Every  inspector  who  shall  gnage  and  mart  erroneous- 
ly any  cask  e,f  spirits  or  cider,  Viable  to  his  inspection  as 
aforesaid,  shall  forleit  and  pay  to  the  person  who  may 
be  injured  thereby  twice  the  vahie  of  the  excess  or  de- 
ficiency of  the  quantity  marked  of  the  quantity  actually 
contained  in  such  cask. 

It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  inspector  or  deputy  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  his  or  their  office  to  do  any  pri- 
vate S'laging,  and  every  inspector  or  deputy  who  shall 
upon  the  application  of  any  dealer  in  spirituous  liquors, 
re  gnage  any  cask  containing  wh-skey  or  other  spiritu- 
ous liquors,  and  allow  or  make  the  said  cask  to  contain 
more  gallons  or  a  greater  quantity  than  when  guaged 
for  the  maker  or  agent  for  the  maker  of  whiskey,  or 
who  shall  in  any  way  be  found  colluding  with  the  dealer 
to  defraud  the  distiller,  or  who  shall  so  engage  in  any 
pri>atc  guaging,  shall  upon  conviction  of  such  offence, 
forfeit  and  pay  to  the  use  of  the  commonwealth  the  sum 
of  fifty  dollars,  and  be  forever  disabled  to  act  as  an  in- 
spector or  guager  of  liquor. 

Black  Oak  Bark. 

Ground  black  oak  bark  shall,  if  designed  for  exporta- 
tion from  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  be  liable  lo  be  in- 
spected by  the  inspt  cttr  of  bark  appointed  for  the  saiel 
port. 

All  bark  liable  to  inspection  as  aforesaid,  shall  be 
shaved  cli-an  Irom  the  ross  or  outside  bark, — shall  be 
ground  sufficiently  fine  for  use,  and  be  free  from  da- 
mage by  wet,  mould  or  otherwise. 

If  the  inspector  shall  find  in  any  cask  of  bark  submit- 
ted  to  his  inspection  as  aforesaid,  any  mixture  of  differ- 
ent barks,  or  of  tan,  or  of  other  extraneous  substances, 
or  if  ihe  same  shall  not  be  sh.aved  clean  from  ross.  and 
be  free  from  damage  by  wet,  mould  cr  otherwise  as 
aforesaid,  he  si  all  condemn  the  same,  and  mark  distinct- 
ly on  each  head,  with  a  marking  iron,  the  letter  (C.) 
Flaxseed. 

All  flaxseed  designed  for  exportation  from  the  port 
of  Philadelphia,  shall  be  well  cleansed  and  prepared, 
and  put  up  in  casks  made  of  sound  oak  staves. 

Every  cask  containing  flaxseed,  and  designed  for 
exportation  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  branded  with  the 
initial  letter  of  the  christian  name,  and  with  the  sur- 
name at  full  length  of  the  person  who  cleansed  and 
prepared  the  flaxseed  therein  contained. 
Pol  and  Pearl  .Bshfs. 

Pot  snd  pearl  a,hes,  shall,  if  designed  for  exportation 
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from  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  be  liable  to  inspection 
by  ihe  inspector  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes  rppointed  fur 
the  said  port. 

I'lovidid,  That  pot  or  pearl  ashes  which  sh.ill  have 
been  imported  or  brmight  from  my  other  Siate  or 
country,  and  which  shall  bear  the  brand  of  (he  name 
of  such  State  or  country,  may  be  exported  from  this 
State  with  such  name  branded  thereon  as  the  prodoci 
and  manufacture  of  the  Slate  Irom  which  it  shall  come, 
and  not  as  the  product  or  manafacturts  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, without  being  liable  to  inspection  as  afuresiad. 


RKPORT  ON  CITY  RAIL  ROAD. 

To   the  Select  and   Common   CuunctU  of  F hiludilphia. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  under  a  resolution  of 
the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  Philadelphi:., 
which  directs  them  to  "enquire  into  the  best  means  of 
conveying  merchandize  between  the  wharves  and  the 
Broad  street  Rail-Road— whether  by  Rail-Koads,  Tr:im- 
wavs,  or  otherwise,  togeiher  with  the  best  materials 
for  either,  and  what  route  or  routes  should  be  adopted, 
and  where,  if  any  is  necessary,  a  general  depot  should 
be  established,"  with  "an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  any 
work  or  improvement  they  may  recommend"  respect- 
fully submit  the  following  repoil: — 

The  Commissioners  immediately  after  their  appoirit- 
ment,  took  measures  to  collect  all  the  information 
wiihin  their  reach,  upon  the  important  questioiis  re 
ferred  to  in  the  resolution  of  Councils.  They  invited 
communicat:ons  f^om  all  their  fellow  citizens  who  might 
feel  an  interest  in  the  suhject,  and  fi  om  the  several 
professional  Engineers  resident  in  the  city  or  its  vicini- 
ty- They  also  ascertained  to  their  own  entire  satisfac- 
tion, the  practical  results  of  the  location  of  Rail-lioads 
through  the  streets  of  Baltimore  and  otlier  cities,  how 
far  they  had  tended  to  the  accommodation  of  trade,  or 
had  in  any  respect  been  productive  of  inconvenience 
to  the  public.  Upon  the  mass  of  information  thus 
brought  together,  a  close  examination  of  the  city  map, 
a  personal  inspection  of  all  the  rmites  which  have  been 
suggested,  and  upon  conversations  which  they  have 
sought  with  intelligent  men  of  all  classes  and  occupa- 
tions in  the  community,  tho-eopinionshave  been  form- 
ed which  they  are  now  about  to  communicate. 

Such  is  the  composition  of  the  Board,  and  such  the 
novelty,  importance,  and  intrinsic  difficulty  of  the 
questions  submitted,  that  they  were  not  surprised  to 
find  considerable  differences  of  sentiment  amoni 
themselves,  both  at  the  outset,  and  throughout  th 
progress  of  their  investigations.  They  are  happy,  how 
ever,  to  say,  that  all  such  differences  have  yielded  to 
the  influence  of  calm  discussion  and  accurate  informa- 
tion, and  that  the  recommendations  which  they  are 
about  to  submit  to  the  notice  of  Councils  have  been 
adopted  with  perfect  unanimity.  T  he  Commissioners 
cannot  too  emphatically  express  their  conviction  that 
some  communication  of  the  kind  referred  to  in  the 
resolution  of  Council*,  is  indispensably  necessary  to 
maintain  the  present  prosperity  of  the  city,  and  to  si 
cure  for  her  the  prospective  benefits  of  those  vast  pul 
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which  her   money  and  her  enter- 


prise have  so  liberally  contributed.  To  omit  the  mak 
ing  of  such  an  improvement,  would  be  to  reject  a  rich 
harvest  already  growing  upon  her  threshold,  and 
build  up  the  prosperity  of  the  adjoining  districts,  at 
the  expense  of  every  owner  of  property  wiihin  her  bor- 
ders. The  considerations  upon  which  this  opinion  is 
founded  are  so  obvious,  and  they  seem  to  be  so  fully 
appreciated  by  Councils,  and  so  clearly  understood  by 
the  citizens  at  large,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  present 
them  in  detail.  'I  he  Commissioners,  therefore,  pass  to 
a  decision  of  the  first  question  referred  to  them,  name 
ly,  the  best  means  of  conveying  merchandize  betneen 
the  Delaware  ard  Schuylkill  wharves  and  the  Colum- 
bia  Rail-Road. 


Ihe  .adoption  of  Tramways  (as  they  are  commonly 
called  in  this  country)  or  in  other  words,  of  »  road 
composed  o(  long  flat  stones  joined  to>;ciherand  lyinp 
level  with  the  surface  of  the  ground,  has  been  suggest- 
ed, to  a\oid  inieiference  with  the  passage  of  ordinary 
vehicles  through  those  streets  in  wliicli  tlie  improve- 
ment may  be  located.  Desirable  at  this  object  is, 
tliere  are  objections  to  such  a  road  which  the  Commis- 
sioners regard  as  insuperable.  The  cars  which  now 
travel  on  the  Columbia  Rail-Road,  could  not  pass  upon 
a  Tramway  through  the  city  without  a  very  important, 
and  in  many  respects  most  inconvenient  alteration  in 
the  form  of  their  wheels.  The  flanges  must  be  widen- 
ed so  as  to  foim  a  tire  of  sufficient  width  to  pass  with 
ease  over  the  flat  sui  face  of  the  Tramway.  As  there 
IS  no  reason  to  hope  for  such  a  change  in  the  general 
trasportation  of  the  Rail- Koads  leading  to  Philadelphia, 
it  follows  that  if  Tramways  be  adopted,  all  goods  ar- 
riving in  Broad  street  must  be  removed  from  one  car 
to  another,  before  they  can  pass  through  the  cityi  and 
thus  the  advantage  of  the  proposed  communication  be 
in  a  great  measure  neutralized.  For  this  reason,  and 
because  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion,  that  upon 
the  plan,  and  by  the  route  which  they  are  about  lo  re- 
commend, no  very  serious  obstructions  to  the  ordinary 
travel  will  be  created,  they  are  unanimously  of  opinion, 
that  a  Rail-Road  is  the  only  form  of  improvement  by 
which  the  great  objects  in  contemplation  of  Councils 
can  possibly  be  accomplished. 

In  answer  to  the  all  important  question  what  route  or 
routes  should  be  adopted  for  the  proposed  improve- 
ment, the  Commissioners  offer  their  unanimous  suf- 
frage in  favour  of  a  line  commencing  on  the  Delaware 
at  the  Drawbridge,  and  passing  up  Dock  stieet  to 
Third,  up  Third  to  High,  up  High  to  the  Broad  street 
Hail-Road,  and  thence  along  High  to  Ashton  street,  on 
the  Schuylkill  Front,  to  be  connected  hereafter  with 
other  lines  along  Delaware  Avenue  and  along  the 
Sdiuylkill.  To  some  of  the  considerations  which  have 
induced  them  to  form  this  opinion  they  will  briefly 
refer. 

1.  The  route  just  indicated  affords  greater  natural 
facilities  for  the  location  of  a  Rail-Road,  conveniently 
graded,  than  any  other.  By  the  report  of  the  City 
Surveyor,  it  appears  that  the  ascents  and  descents  of 
the  east  and  west  streets,  do  not  exceed  fourteen 
inches  in  each  hundred  feet,  except  in  Walnut  and 
Chesnut  streets,  and  in  the  immediate  rise  from  both 
rivers  at  all  these  streets— that  near  the  Delaware, 
Dock  and  Spruce  afl^ord  the  easiest  graduation  for  a 
Rail-Road,  and  near  the  Schuylkill,  High  street  from 
Ashton  to  Broad  is  most  uniform  in  its  ascending 
grade-  It  appears,  also,  that  the  rise  from  the  Dela- 
w.-\re  upon  all  the  streets  (Dock  and  Spruce  excepted) 
is  too  precipitous  for  the  passage  of  ijurihen  cars,  with- 
out the  use  of  fixed  machinery,  or  the  uncertain  and 
dangerous  expedient  of  brakes  or  clogs.  The  descent 
of  High  street,  irotn  its  summit  at  Broad  to  the  intersec- 
tion of  Delaware  Fourth  street  is,  with  one  trifling  ex- 
ception, less  than  twelve  inches  in  the  hundred  feet; 
from  Fouri  h  to  Third  there  is  a  rise  of  seventeen  inches 
in  the  hundred  feet;  along  Third  to  Dock  the  descent 
is  about  fourteen  inches  in  one  hundred  feet,  and 
along  Dock  from  Third  to  the  Drawbridge  landing 
the  descent  is  only  eleven  feet  in  about  two  thousand 
feet.  A  careful  comparison  of  these  grades  with  those 
of  any  other  fine  w  hich  can  be  indicated  from  east  to 
west,  will  fully  justify  the  preference  which  the  Com- 
missioners have  expressed  on  the  score  of  natural  fa-  - 
cility. 

2.  The  route  recommended  by  the  Commissioners 
will  afford  greater  accommodations  to  the  trade  pass- 
ing along  it,  than  any  other  which  can  be  devised. 
The  great  width  of  Market  and  Dock  streets  admits  of 
the  laying  of  four  tracts  without  inconvenience  or 
crowding,  and  of  all  necessary  arrangements  (or  turn- 
outs at  each  place  along'  the  line  where  it  rosy  We  d«- 
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sirable  to  deposit  property.  It  is  doubtful  whether  tin 
any  other  of  the  Kiist  and  West  streets  such  lateral  fa- 
cilities could  be  afforded,  and  whetlier  the  btnefit  of 
the  improvement  would  not  be  in  a  great  measure  cqn- 
fined  to  the  Delaware  end  of  the  line.  This  capacity 
to  diffuse  its  benefits  over  a  considerable  e.\tent  o(  the 
City,  has  been  deemed  by  the  Commissioners  a  most 
important  advantage — nor  could  they  clo!.e  their  eyes 
to  the  fact.lhat  tl.e  vacant  space  at  the  Drawbridge  af- 
fords the  only  ground  witliin  the  limits  of  the  City, 
where  a  Kad-Road  track  passing  from  AVest  to  East, 
can  be  conveniently  and  properly  curved  into  the  con- 
templated Avenue  along  the  Delaware  front.  This 
Avenue  when  completed  will  have  a  spacious  entranc  e 
with  an  easy  graduation  into  Dock  street,  and  thus  the 
revolving  platforms  which  would  be  necessary  in  any 
other  situation  may  be  dispensed  with. 

3.  A  Rail-Road  upon  the  route  recommended  will 
interfere  less  than  any  other  with  the  convenience  of 
private  dwellings,  and  with  private  travel.  Through- 
out its  whole  lengih,  there  are  very  few  buildings 
which  are  not  occupied  wholly  or  in  part  for  purposes 
of  trade,  and  which  would  not  be  directly  accommodat- 
ed in  the  way  of  such  trade.  In  this  respect  none  of 
the  East  and  West  streets  are  similarly  situated  with 
Market  street.  As  to  the  travel  on  Market  street, 
it  is  chiefly  of  that  sort  which  the  RailRoad  would  bet- 
ter accommodate,  or  which  under  the  arrangements  re- 
sulting from  its  construction,  would  naturally  lake  a 
different  direction. 

4.  Another  consideration  which  has  had  great  weight 
with  the  Commissioners  is,  that  the  route  by  Market, 
Third  and  Dock  streets,  will  abundantly  accommedale 
that  portion  ot  the  City,  which  heretofore  has  been 
connected  with  the  Western  business,  and  in  which 
property  has  become  valuable  in  consequence  of  that 
connection.  They  dt  em  it  impolitic  suddenly  to  change 
the  great  channels  of  business,  so  as  to  enhance  the 
value  of  propei-iy  in  one  part  of  a  City,  at  the  expense 
of  another,  and  unjui-t  to  do  so  witluiut  great  necessity. 
In  the  present  instance  they  believe  there  is  no  plausi- 
ble pretext  for  such  a  change. 

It  is  impracticable  for  the  Commissionei;s  within  the 
proper  limits  of  a  leport,  to  do  more  than  sketch  the 
views  by  which  they  have  been  governed  in  the  selec- 
tion of  a  route.  They  are  of  a  kind  however  to  re- 
quire little  explanation,  as  they  will  readily  occur  to 
any  practical  mind  when  once  directed  to  the  subject. 

Among  the  plans  «  hich  have  been  suggested  for  the 
construction  of  the  Rad-Road,  the  Committee  prefer 
that  recommended  in  the  able  communication  from  W. 
Strickland,  Esq.,  Civil  Engineer,  a  copy  of  which  ac- 
companies this  report.  He  proposes  to  curve  the 
Broad  street  Rail-Road  into  High  street  with  four  sepa- 
rate tracks,  two  tracks  six  feet  apart  on  the  centre  or 
crown  of  the  street,  and  one  track  within  five  feet  of 
the  present  curb-stone  on  each  side  of  the  way — that 
the  loot  pavements  be  increased  five  feet  in  width,  and 
that  in  every  square  there  be  a  turn-out  from  the  tracks 
in  the  centre,  to  those  near  the  curbstones  on  each 
side— or,  in  other  words,  branch  tracks  from  the  right 
and  left  on  each  side  of  the  central  railways;  that  wrought 
iron  edge  rails  of  the  common  construction  be  used,fix- 
ed  by  chains  upon  stone  blocks  three  feet  apart,  the  lop 
of  the  rail  being  _/?usA  with  the  surface  of  the  pebble 
pavement,  anil  protected  longitudinally  on  each  sifie  by 
granite  flag-stones  of  one  foot  in  width:  These  stones 
are  to  be  laid  close  to  the  rails,  on  the  outside  of  tlie 
tracks,  and  from  two  to  three  inches  from  the  rails  on 
the  inside  so  as  to  allow  suflicient  play  for  the  dip  of 
the  flange  of  the  car  wheels. 

The  cost  of  the  improvement  above  described,  in 
eluding  its  continuation  out  High  street  from  Broad  to 
Ashton,  is  estimated  by  the  engineer  at  8270,000, 
which  estimate  also  includes  a  continuation  of  the  tracks 
down  High  street  from  Third  to  a  point  on  the  We 
side  of  Front,  where  he   proposes  to  fix  pivots  for  the 


return  of  cars  towards  Broad  street,  so  as  to  give  the 
merchants  on  Market  below  Third  street  a  direct  com- 
munication  with  the  Rail  Road  on  Broad  street. 

The  Commissioners  are  aware  that  two  prominent 
objections  may  be  started,  to  the  plan  and  route,  which 
they  have  felt  it  their  duty  to  recommend — namely, 
that  the  removal  of  the  Market  houses  from  High  street 
to  other  localities  will  be  inconvenient,  and  that  it  will 
cause  much  expense  over  and  above  the  actual  cost  of 
the  rail  road.  They  believe,  however,  that  the  more 
these  objections  are  examinee],  the  less  important  they 
will  appear,  and  that  they  are  insignificant  in  compari- 
son with  tlie  broad  and  general  interests  to  be  advanced 
by  the  contemplated  impro>ement.  1  o  recommend  other 
scites  for  the  erection  of  Market  houses,  furms  no  part 
of  ilie  duty  prescribed  to  the  Commissioners.  They 
have  nevertheless  made  such  enquiries  as  to  satisfy 
themselves,  that  suitable  positions  can  be  obtained  and 
several  markets  erected  at  no  exhorbitant  expense, 
which  would  accommodate  the  public  quite  as  well  if 
not  better  than  the  present.  They  deem  it  important, 
moreover,  to  relieve  the  wholesale  business  of  High 
street  from  the  obstructions  created  by  the  markets,  and 
by  the  removal  of  'hose  buildings  to  restore  the  original 
plan  o(  the  city.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  expense 
may  no  doubt  be  defrayed  by  voluntary  contributions 
from  those  who  own  properly  on  the  line  of  the  Rail 
Road,  and  who  will  be  benefited  at  once  by  a  new  ac- 
commodation to  trade,  and  by  the  removal  of  a  long 
standing  inconvenience. 

If  the  Commissioners  are  right  in  their  estimate  of  the 
importance  of  the  proposed  communication  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  city,  it  follows  as  a  corollary,  that  no  time 
should  be  lost  in  carrying  it  into  complete  effect.  Every 
d.iy's  delay  will  deprive  Philadelphia  of  some  portion 
of  the  advantages  to  which  she  is  fairly  entitled,  and  in- 
crease the  difficulty  of  recalling  business  to  those  chan- 
nels from  which,  by  tlie  superior  foresight  or  activity 
of  other  distiicts,  it  may  have  been  diverted.  1  hey 
would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Coun- 
cils of  the  City,  if  the  plan  herein  submitted  shall  meet 
their  approbation,  forthwith  to  commence  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Rail  Road  along  the  Market  street  from 
Broad  to  Eighth  street,  and  from  Broad  to  Ashton  and 
along  Third  and  Dock  streets,  and  also  to  take  immedi- 
ate measures  for  procuring  other  scites  on  which  to 
erect  suitable  market  buildings.  In  accomplishing  the 
latter  object,  they  confidently  believe  that  no  great 
diflSculty  will  be  experienced,  and  that  the  markets  may 
be  removed  from  High  street  between  Eighth  and 
Third  streets,  by  the  time  Ihe  other  portions  of  the  line 
shall  have  been  completed.  It  however  any  unexpect- 
ed obstacles  should  occur,  so  as  materially  to  delay  the 
completion  of  an  entire  line  from  Broad  street  to  the 
Delaware,  they  regard  prompt  action  as  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  to  justify  the  construction  of  a  cheap  tem- 
porary line  to  be  used  until  the  better  and  more  per- 
manent one  can  be  finished.  For  this  purpose  a  route 
leaving  High  street  at  Eighth  street,  passing  down 
Eighth  to  Walnut,  down  Walnut  to  Dock,  and  down 
Dock  to  the  river,  appears  most  convenient,  although 
as  a  permanent  location  it  is  liable  to  serious  objections, 
and  is  in  no  respect  comparable  to  that  which  the  Coin- 
missioncrs  have  recommended. 

To  obviate  any  objections  to  the  location  of  Rail  Roads 
through  the  City  on  the  ground  of  general  inconve- 
nience,  the  Commissioners  respectfully  submit  the  fol- 
lowing extiact  of  a  communication  received  from  Balti- 
more, and  from  a  source  entitled  to  the  highest  credit: 

"Railways  can  be  constructed  along  the  streets  of  a 
City  on  which  produce  and  merchandize  may  be  con- 
veyed, with  more  economy  and  less  interruption  to  the 
ordinary  intercourse  thereof  than  by  any  other  mode 
whatever.  They  can  be  so  laid  down  as  to  be  crossed 
every  where  freely,  and  turn-outs  are  not  required  ex- 
cept where  the  streets  are  very  narrow  indeed.  _  The 
I  opposition  to  the  extension  of  rail  ways  in  this  City  hw 
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proceeded  from  a  few  individuals  who  were  large  pro-  malter  of  general  interest  and  of  public  record,  and  (he 
perty  holders  in  the  Western  section  of  the  city,  and  Moyamensinjj  Bank  from  theCnsliier  of  which  no  state- 
who  were  desirous  of  monopolising  the  whole  trade  of  \  ment  has  been  obtained.  1  his  table  presents,  tt  a  sin- 
the  Rail  Road  Their  rcpre^entatiims  have  been  shown  gle  view,  the  annual  dividends— the  atrgregate  amount, 
to  be  groundless,  and  our  Councils  have  almost  unani-  '  and  the  yearly  average  of  each  Bai.k;  from  which  it 
mously  affirmed  the  general  convenience  and  advant-  will  be  seen  that  the  highest  average  is  over  18,  while 
ages  of  their  introduction."  |  the  lowest  is  less  than  6  per  cent,  per  anuum. 

As  a  summary  of  their  views  upon  the  interesting  1 
questions  presented  for  their  consideration,  the  Com- 
missioners submit  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  which  j 
they  unanimously  adopted,  and  which  proved  the  basis 
of  this  report: 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board  the 
best  plan  for  connecting  the  Columbia  Rail  Rnal  with  I 
the  wharves  on  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  Is  by  a  rail  | 
way  beginning  at  Broad  street  and  extending  to  both 
rivers,  to  be  connected  with  other  rail  ways  along  Dela- 
ware Avenue  and  the  Schuylkill  front,  from  Cedar  to 
Vine  streets.  I 

2.  Resolved,  That  High  street,  on  account  of  its  i 
central  position,  superior  width,  and  established  char- [ 
acter  as  the  principal  seat  of  busine*  with  the  West,  ■ 
presents  the  only  eligible  scite  for  the  line  of  connexion  I 
between  Broad  street  and  the  Delaware  wharves,  and 
that  such  line. should  pass  down  High  to  1  bird,  down 
Third  to  Dock,  and  down  Dock  to  the  Drawbridge  1 
landing.  ! 

3.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  Councils 
forthwith  to  commence  the  construction  of  a  rail  road 
in  Nigh  street  from  Eighth  to  BroafI  and  from  Broad  to 
Ashton,  and  a'so  m  Third  and  Dock  streets,  and  further  I 
to  take  immediate  measures  for  the  removal  of  the  mar-  \ 
kets  from  High  street,  and  the  establishment  of  suitable  I 
•ccommodations  elsewhere.  j 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  for  Councils 
to  erect  a  public  depository  for  merchandize  on  the 
Delaware,  it  being  deemed  belter  that  stores  for  the  j 
reception  of  country  produce  and  other  articles  of  com- 
merce on  tl-.e  rail  way,  be  erected  by  individual  enter- 
prise, as  the  same  may  be  required. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  order  of  the  Board, 

THOS.  P.  COPE,  Chairman. 
Attest.  J.  M-  WniGHT,  Secretary. 
Philadelphia,  May  13th,  1835. 
^Engineer's  Report  and  views  of  minority  ne3rt|week.)     *'  oo^ 


LAKE  ONTARIO. 
Navigation    on   Lake    Ontario    has  been    open   for  \ 
several  weeks.     On  Sunday  last  the  schooner  William 
Buckley,    from  Sackets  Harbor,   arrived  at   this  port  j 
through  the  Welland  Canal  with  over  sixty  passengers,  j 
emigrants.     About  thiny  of  the  number  slopped  liere 
—the  remainder  went  to  Cleveland.     The  W.  B   was 
the  first  vessel  that  came  through  the  canal  this  season. 
Several   others,  however,   were    in   the  canal   at    the 
same  t'me,  and  one  laden  with  merchandize  from  New 
York,  came  tiirough  immediately  astern  of  the  W.  B.> 
for  which  the  Captain  received  a  premium  of  $100,  it 
being  tihe  first  vessel  laden  with   New  York  goods  that 
has  come  into  Lake  Erie. — Erie  Observer,  May  9. 
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WILKESBARRE— THE  PACKET  BOATS. 

We    have  heretofore   neglected  to   notice  the  daily 
line  of  packet  boats  bet' 
umberland.     These   sph 
the   "Geo.  Dennison,"  snd 


Wilkesbarre  am!  North 

lid    and    convenient    boats, 

le,"  are  owned 

Messrs.  Horton 


From  the  Commercial  Herald. 
BANK  DIVIDENDS. 

Believing  tliat  the  following  statement  would  prove 
satisfactory  to  our  subscribers,  we  have  presented  in  a 
tabular  form,  the  annual  dividends  declared  by  the  dif 
fereni  Baivking  Institutions  in  Philadelphia;  from  .la- 
ntiary  1830,  to  May  1835,  embracing  a  period  of  nearly 
five  and  a  half  yeare.  The  dividends,  declared  bv  tlie 
Banks  incorporated  since  1830,  are  also  given.  All  the 
Banks  in  Phil. delpliia  are  included  in  this  stalemeTit, 
jcicept  the  Southwark  Bank,  the  Cashier  of  which,  re- 
fused to  furnish  a  statement  of  its  demands;  although  a 


principally  by  our  enterprising  cil 
and  Dean,  and  arrive  and  depart  from  this  place  daily. 
For  comfort  and  expedition,  they  surpass  every  other 
mode  of  iravelling. 

1  he  opening  of  the  canal  this  season  has  created  an 
activity  in  business  at  this  place,  hitherto  unknown 
since  its  completion.  Many  have  engaged  extensively 
in  the  coal  business,  and  the  Baltimore  Coal  Company 
have  re-commenced  their  works  with  vigor.  This 
Company  are  now  constructing  a  Railroad  from  their 
extensive  beds,  to  the  canal,  which  improvement  will 
serve  materially  to  extend  and  enlarge  their  operations. 
Our  town  is  soon  destined  to  becime  a  place  of  active 
and  permanent  business,  and  our  entire  Valley  is  open- 
ing a  prospect  where  capitalists  can  invest  their  funds 
with  great  profit  and  advaniage.  Our  sieam  boat — 
our  canal— our  contemplated  Rail-road  to  the  Lehigh — 
will  all  shower  their  favors  upon  us,  and  reward  in- 
dustry and  enterprise  with  competence  and  wealth, 
IV.  Democrat. 
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From  the  Village  Record. 
FLORAL  CALENDAR. 
West  Bradford  BoinDiNo  School,  7 
May  2,  1835.      5 
The  following  is  a  catalogfiie  of  plants  wliich  were 
found,   in  bloom  during-  an  excursion  on  Mayday,  be- 
tween this  place  and  the  forks  of  Brandy  wine: 
Botanic  names-       Common  names. 
Draba  Verna— Shad  Blossom. 
Claytonia  Virginica— Spring  Beaiity. 
Glechoma  Hederacea— Ground  Ivy. 
Leontodon    Taraxacum — Dandelion. 
Viola  Scabriuscula. 


Erythr 


•icanum — Adder 


I  ongue. 


Stellaria  Media — Common  Cliickweed 

Anemone  Nemorosa — Wind-flower. 

Panax  Trilolium— Dwarf  Ginseng. 

Hoiistonia  Cocrulea — Innocence. 

Luzula  Campestris — Field  Rush. 

Ranunculus  Abortivus. 

Fagus  Sylvatica — White  Beech. 

Carpinns  Americana— Water  Beech. 

Ostrya  Virginica — Iron  Wood. 

Saxifraga  Virginica— Early  Saxifrage. 

Sanguinaria  Canadensis — Blood  Root. 

VioJa  Debilis. 

Dentaria  Laciniata — Tooth  Wort. 

Hepatiea  Triloba— Liverwort. 

Symplocarpus  Foetida — Skunk  Cabbage. 

Gnaphalium  Plantagineum — Early  Life  ever-lasting. 

Ranunculus  Pennsylvanica. 

Camlophyllum  Thaliclroides — Bine  Cohosh. 

Viola  Cucullata — Common  blue  Violet. 

Ane-none  Thalictroides — Rue    Anemone. 

Asarum  Canadense— Wild  Ginger. 

Mitella  Diphylla— Bishop's  Cap. 

PotentiUa  Canadensis— Cinqoc  foil. 

Cerastium  Oblongifolium. 

Cardamine  Penns\lvanica — Water  Cress. 

Polemonium  Reptans — Jacob's  Ladder. 

Veronica  Agrestis. 

Fragaria  Virginiana — Wild  Straw  Berry. 

Aronia  Botryapiuni — Service  Berry. 

Orontium  Aquation m— Golden  Club. 

The  Corallorbiza  Hyemali'i  grows  in  great  abundance 
in  a  woodland  south  east  of  this  phice.  The  Canlop- 
hyllum  Thalictroides  grows  in  two  or  three  localities 
near  here,  and  aUo  the  Staphyloma  Trifulia. 

C.H. 

THE  STEAM  BOAT. 

The  new  steam  b'lat  "  Sus.-iueh.mna"  arrived  at 
this  place  from  Owego,  on  Thursday  hst,  amidst  the 
general  acclammations  of  our  citizens.  She  was  built  at 
Owego,  N.  Y.  on  a  new  plan,  admirably  adapted  10  the 
navigation  of  the  Snsquelianna  river,  and  thus  far  has 
fully  realized  the  expectations  of  her  projectors. — She 
made  her  first  trip  to  this  plure,  a  distance  of  about 
130  miles,  in  ten  hours,  without  the  aid  of  her  two 
Bide  wheels,  and  with  the  disadvantage  of  new  ma- 
chinery. Capt.  Toby,  who  built  the  boat,  command- 
ed her  in  her  first  voyage,  and  several  citizens  of 
Owego,  and  of  the  intermediate  villages  accompanied. 
On  Friday  she  returned,  and  marched  up  the  rapid 
current  with  a  strength  and  velocity  that  afford  a  rea- 
■onable  belief  of  her  entire  success. 

She  is  designed,  as  we  are  informed,  both  for  pas- 
sengers and  for  towing,  and  should  she  answer  present 
expectation,  will  be  ot  great  advantage  to  the  business 
of  this  WaWey-.—mikeabarre  Democrat,  May  13. 

INDIAN  RELICKS. 

A  brass  Medal  has  been  left  at  this  ofiice,    which 

together  with  several  other  articles  and  a  human  skull, 


was  dug  up  a  few  days  since,  in  Wrightsville,  York 
county,  Pa. — It  bears  on  one  side  a  head  whh  the  in- 
scription, "George,  King  of  Great  Biitiin,''  and  on  the 
other,  an  Indian  with  his  bow  and  arrow,  in  the  act  of 
shooting  a  deer.  It  appears  to  have  been  worn  as  an 
ornament  for  the  nose  or  ears.  'I  here  were  found  al- 
so two  others  of  similar  description — a  brass  kettle — a 
string  of  white  beads,  one  and  a  half  yards  in  length — 
some  red  paint  and  twenty-five  rings,  one  of  which 
was  dated  1716.— Columbia  Spy. 


ScHnTLKiLi,  Caxai. — From  twelve  o'clock  on  Sun- 
day till  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  on  Monday,  one  hundred 
and  twenty-six  boats,  including  Coal,  with  various 
articles  of  Produce,  arrived  at  Fairmoiint  Locks,  ex- 
clusive of  those  freighted  with  Lime,  Limestone,  and 
Stone.  This  is  by  far  the  largest  number  of  arrivals 
that  has  ever  taken  place  in  the  same  period  of  time, 
and  clearly  proves  the  astonishingly  rapid  growth  of 
our  trade  with  the  West.  The  trade  of  a  great  portion 
of  that  immense  region  must  and  will  unquestionably 
come  to  Philadelpliia.  Among  the  various  articles 
composing  the  cargoes  of  this  fleet  of  Boats  were, 
Flour  3304  bbls.— 10,391  Bushels  Wheat  and  Rye, 
1728  do  Corn;  Oats  1000;  166,663  lbs.  Bacon;  Tobac- 
co 21,640  Ibsi  Whiskey  125  bbls;  Leather  54,847  lbs; 
Castings  204,823  lbs;  95,803  lbs.  Pig  Metal  and 
BIoo.iis,  and  3768  tons  of  CoJi\— Herald. 


Interesting  Fact. — The  following  from  a  correspond- 
ent at  Harrisburg,  is  the  commencement  of  our  trade 
going  to  Pe  msylvania: 

"A  boat  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Utica,  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  via  the  canal  to  Newtown,  and 
from  thence  down  the  Susquehanna  to  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Canal  at  the  Big  Island,  and  so  on  to  Columbia— 
with  a  full  load  of  produce — N.  Y.  Star. 


Columbia  Rail  Road. — Duringthe  month  of  Novem- 
ber, 688carspassed  from  Philadelphia;  December  761; 
January  749;  February  842;  March  1142;  April  1315— 
averaging  upwards  of  43  per  day  during  the  last 
month. — Com.  List. 

From  the  Kingston  Republican  and  Herald.  May  13. 
ISRAEL   HARDING. 

Died,  in  Eaton,  on  the  7ih  inst.  Mr. Israel  Harding, 
in  the  80th  year  of  his  age,  a  Soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Mr.  Harding  was  a  native  of  Colchester  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  and  in  early  life  emigrated  to  the 
valley  of  Wyoming.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
he  was  one  among  the  many  young  men  of  Wyoming, 
who  animated  by  the  love  of  freedom,  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  and  joined  the  main  army,  un- 
der tile  great  Washington,  and  during  a  period  of 
seven  years  continued  to  combat  the  foes  of  liberty, 
participating  in  the  battles  of  Trenton,  Redbank, 
Monmouth,  and  many  others  not  recollected  by  the 
writer.  On  the  disbanding  of  tlie  army,  Mr.  Harding 
return  ed  to  enjovthe  society  of  his  numerous  relatives 
and  friends,  who  had  survived  the  bloody  massacre  of 
the  s.avages  at  Wyoming,  two  of  his  brothers  having 
fallen  under  their  tomahawk  during  his  absence  in  the 

my,  and  has  continued  to  reside  in  the  county 
since,  and  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  an  honest  upright 
and  quiet  citizen- 


Printed  everv  Saturday  morning  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEUDES,  No.'  9  Library  street. 

The  publication  office  of  the  Register  has  been  re» 
I  moved  from  Franklin  Place,  to  No.  61,  in  the  Arcade, 
West  Avenue,  up  stairs- 
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SESSION— 1834-5. 

4.  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  Managers  of  the 
I.oyalhanna  Bridge  Company. 

6.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  for  incor- 
porating the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  known  by 
the  name  of  Saint  George's  Church,  in  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, in  the  CommonweiiUh  of  Pennsylvania,  pass- 
fed  the  eighth  day  of  December,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  eighty  nine- 

8.  An  act  to  vest  certain  red  estate  in  the  Seventh- 
day  Baptist  Monastical  society  of  Snowhill. 

9.  An  act  to  authorize  a  temporary  loan  for  the  use 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

10.  A  su|)plement  to  an  act  extending  the  time  for 
closing  the  concerns  ot  the  Bank  ot  Washington,  pass- 
ed the  eighteenth  day  of  December,  Anno  Domini, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

11.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  erection  ot  a  house  for  tlie  employment 
and  support  of  the  poor  in  the  county  of  Fayette. 

12.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Chambersburg  Insurance  Company,  passed 
the  third  day  of  April,  one  thou'iaiid  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three. 

14.  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  Courts  in 
Susquehanna  county. 

16.  An  .let  to  repe.al  so  much  of  the  act  passed  on 
the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-three,  for  incorporating  certain  bridge  and 
turnpike  companies,  and  for  other  purposes,  as  relates 
to  the  roads  of  St.  Clair  township,  in  Allegheny  county. 

18.  An  act  providing  for  the  maintenance  of  motive 
power  on  the  rail  roads  of  this  Commonwealth. 

19.  An  act  to  authorize  the  commissioners  of  Tioga 
county  to  borrow  money  for  the  use  of  said  county. 

20.  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  township 
elections  in  Buckingham  township,  Wayne  county,  and 
for  the  election  of  a  constable  in  the  borough  of  Brook- 
ville,  in  Jefferson  county. 

21.  An  act  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the 
judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Lancaster. 

22.  A  supplement  to  the  act  incorporating  the  South- 
wark  Fire  Insurance  company  of  the  county  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

23.  An  act  to  authorize  the  PWadelphia  and  Tren- 
ton rail  road  company,  to  construct  a  viaduct  across  the 
river  Delaware. 

24.  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled,  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  tlie  education  of  children  at  the  public  ex- 
pense, in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia. 

25.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  West  Philadelphia 
rail  road  company. 

26.  An  act  authorising  the  trustees  of  the  Serond 
Presbyterian  church,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  I 
the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  the 
Wyoming  circuit,  and  Wilkesbarre  station  to  sell  and 
convey  certain  real  estate,  and  for  other  purposes. 

29.  An  act  for  the  vacation  of  a  part  of  Cherrv  alley, 
in  the  borough  of  Washington,  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington. 

30.  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  direct- 
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ing  the  collection  of  a  debt  due  to  the  Commonwealth, 
passed  the  ninth  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-three. 

31.  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  acknowledg- 
ing and  recording  deeds. 

33.  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  courts  in 
Washington  county. 

34.  An  act  providing  for  the  use  of  horses  on  parts  of 
the  Allegheny  Portage  rail  road,  and  Philadelphia  and 
Columbia  rail  road. 

35.  An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  contracts  made  for  the  purchase 
of  locomotive  engines,  and  for  other  purposes. 

36.  A  supplement  to  the  act  providing  for  the  laying 
the  rails  on  the  Columbia  bridge. 

37'.  A  supplement  to  the  act  relating  to  county  rates 
and  levies,  and  township  rates  and  levies,  and  to  the 
act  rel.ating  to  counties  and  townships,  and  county  and 
township  officers. 

38.  An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  incorporate 
a  company  to  make  a  turnpike  road  from  the  borough 
ofLigonier  town,  in  Weslmorcland  county,  to  Donegall 
town  in  said  county. 

39.  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  to  regulate  fishe- 
ries in  the  river  Su-^qiiehanna  and  its  branches,  passed 
the  thirtieth  day  of  .March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-t*o. 

40.  A  supplement  to  an  act  relative  to  the  Butlel- 
and  Freeport  turjipike  mad  company. 

41.  An  act  to  supply  the  borough  of  Harrlsburg  with 
water,  and  for  other  purposes. 

42.  An  act  relative  to  the  election  of  const.ables  in 
Carroll  and  Nottingham  townships,  in  Washington 
county,  and  election  districts  in  Sewickly  township,  in 
Westmoreland  county,  and  Carroll  township,  in  Perry 
county. 

43.  An  act  to  authorise  the  Canal  Commissioners  to 
fill  up  the  Deep  Cut  at  the  Grant's  Hill  Tunnel. 

44.  A  supplement  to  the  act  incorporating  the  Ports- 
mouth and  Lancaster  Rail  Road  Company. 

45.  An  act  authorising  the  election  and  appointment 
of  an  additional  constable  in  the  tovv-nship  of  North  Se- 

ckly,  in  the  county  of  Beaver,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

46.  A  supplement  to  the  .act  entitled  "  An  act  va- 
cating certain  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  in  WilUamsport 
and  in  Williamsburg. " 

47.  An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  incorporate 
a  company  to  erect  a  toll  bridge  over  the  West  Branch 
of  the  river  Susquehanna,  at  Walton's  landing. 

48.  A  supplement  to  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Moyamensing  Bank  in  the  county  of  Phili. 
delphia,"  passed  the  thirtieth  d.ay  of  March,  one  thou- 

nd  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

49.  An  act  to  authorize  the  Supreme  Court  to  take 
cognizance  of  certain  proceedings  in  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  Fayette  county. 

52.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  An  .act  to  alter 
An  act  entitled  An  act  for  erecting  the  town  ofCariisle, 
in  the  county  of  Cumberland,  into  a  borough,  &c. 

55.  An  act  providing  for  the  repair  of  the  bridges 
erected  over  the  canals  and  rail  roads  of  this  Common 
wealth. 
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56.  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitle  J  An  act  to  incor- 
porate tlie  Lycoming  Coal  company. 
_    57.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entiled  An   act  author- 
ising- the  Governor  to  incorporate  the  Lackawanna  and 
Susquehanna  rail  road  company. 

58.  An  act  for  erecting  Trinity  Church  and  All 
Saints  Church,  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  St. 
Thomas's  Church,  in  the  county  of  Montgomery,  into 
three  separate  corporations. 

59.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  author- 
ising the  Governor  to  incorporate  the  Philadelphia  and 
Trenton  Rail  road  company. 

60.  An  act  authorising  the  removal  of  a  certain  ac- 
tion of  ejectment  brought  by  Jacob  HoHman  against 
Jolin  G.  Coster  and  others,  inthecouit  of  Schujllcill 
county  to  an  adjacent  county  for  trial. 

61.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Philadelphia  Associa- 
tion for  the  relief  of  disabled  p'iremen. 

62.  An  act  to  alier  ihe  charters  of  the  boroughs  of 
Liverpool,  Gettysburg.and  Hanover,  and  to  repeal  the 
law  incorporating  the  borough  of  Dundaff. 

63.  An  act  to  establish  the  District  Court  for  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia. 

66.  An  act  to  authorise  the  canal  commissioners  to 
settle  and  adjust  the  claim  of  damages  of  Samuel  Tal- 
mrdge,  IJobert  Criswell,  Hugh  Bingham,  and  the  heirs 
of  Daniel  Gary. 

67.  A  supplement  to  an  act  for  the  preservation  and 
repair  of  the  Cumberland  road. 

68.  An  act  relative  to  Banks. 

69.  An  act  relative  to  bonds  of  county  treasurers  in 
the  auditor  general's  office. 

70.  A  supplement  to  the  act  incorporating  the 
Schuylkill  valley  navigation  and  rail  road  companv,  and 
the  several  supplements  thereto,  and  to  extend  the 
time  of  commencing  and  completing  the  Tuscarora  and 
Cold  run  tunnel  and  rail  road. 

71.  An  act  to  rccharter  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Lan- 
caster. 

72.  An  act  to  rechartcr  the  bank  of  Chester  county. 

73.  An  act  to  recharter  the  Easton  bank. 

74.  All  act  to  recharter  the  bank  of  Germantown. 

75.  An  act  to  authorise  the  appraisers  of  damages  on 
the  Pennsylvania  canal,  to  settle  and  adjust  the  claims 
for  damages  of  Daniel  Brenneman,  William  Cochran 
and  Lewis  Brenneman. 

76.  A  further  supplement  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  York  and  Maryland  line  rail  road 
company. 

77.  An  act  to  authorise  the  appraisers  of  damages 
on  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
claim  of  damages  of  James  Rodgers  and  John  M'- 
Keown. 

78.  A  supplement  to  (he  act  entitled  an  act  relating 
to  counties  and  townships,  and  county  and  township 
officers,  passed  on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1834. 

79.  An  act  to  change  a  p.art  of  the  line  between  Ihe 
counties  of  Franklin  and  Cumberland,  and  to  estab)ish 
the  division  line  between  the  counties  of  Huntingdon 
and  Mifflin. 

80.  An  act  to  authorise  the  trustees  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Carlisle,  Cumberland  county,  to 
eell  and  convey  certain  real  estate. 

81.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  LumberviUe  Delaware 
bridge  company. 

_  82.  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  author- 
ising the  Governor  to  incorporate  the  Bald  Eagle  and 
Spring  Creek  navigation  company,  passed  tlie  14th 
day  of  April,  1834. 

84.  An  act  authorising  (he  election  of  assessor  and 
assistant  assessors  in  the  borough  of  Tamaqua,  in  the 
county  of  Schuylkill,  and  to  erect  said  borough  into  a 
separate  election  district. 

85.  An  act  to  authorise  the  increase  of  the  annual  in- 
eome  of  Ihe  Roman  Catholic  Society  of  St.  Joseph, 
for  educating  and  maintaining  poor  orphan  children 
gratis.  "  * 


87.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  for  the 
better  regulation  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  dis- 
tricts adjoining,  and  preserving  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Schuylkill,  passed  25th  March,  1835. 

88.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Neversink  Fire  Engine 
company. 

89.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Resolution  company  in 
York. 

90.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incor- 
pnrate  the  subsciibers  to  the  articles  of  association,  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  and  conducting  an  institu- 
tion for  the  confinement  and  reformation  of  youthful 
delinquents,  under  the  title  of  the  House  of  Refuge, 
passed  March  23d,  1835. 

92.  An  act  to  authorise  the  Governor  to  incorporate 
a  company  to  erect  a  bridge  over  Stony  Creek,  at 
Johnstown,  in  Cambria  county. 

93.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Farmers'  and  Drovers' 
Bank  of  Waynesburg. 

94.  An  act  to  incorparate  the  bank  of  Lewistown. 

95.  An  act  to  graduate  the  lands  on  which  money  is 
due  and  unpaid   to  the  commonwealth   of  Pennsylva- 

96.  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  perpet- 
uating and  enlarging  the  corporate  powers  of  the  bo- 
rough of  Uniontown,  in  the  county  of  Fayette. 

97.  An  act  to  authorise  the  Governor  to  incorporate 
a  company  for  making  a  turnpike  road,  at  or  near  the 
road  to  Edward  Harford's  mill,  through  Newfoundland, 
to  the  Belmont  .and  Easton  turnpike,  near  to  the  line  of 
Wayne  and  Pike  counties. 

98.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Spayd  and 
Isaac  Beck,  late  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  borough 
of  Poitsville,  and  for  other  purpo-ses. 

99.  An  act  to  .alter  the  time  of  holding  the  courts  in 
Beaver  and  Montgomery  counties. 

102.  An  act  authorising  the  election  of  assessors  and 
assistant  assessors,  in  the  borough  of  Indiana,  in  the 
county  of  Indiana. 

103.  An  act  authorising  the  laying  out  of  a  state  road, 
frOiTi  the  Bethlehem  and  Sumneytown  road  in  Lehigh 
county,  to  the  Bethlehem  and  Philadelphia  road,  in 
Bucks  county. 

104.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the  American  insurance  company  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

106.  An  .act  authorising  the  laying  out  a  state  read 
from  Smeihport,  in  M'Kean  county,  to  the  Allegheny 
river  where  the  turnpike  road  leading  from  Warren  to 
Ridgeway  crosses  the  same. 

107.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Attleborough  Fire 
Company  of  Bucks  county. 

108.  An  act  authorising  the  Governor  to  incorporate 
the  Hollidaysburgand  Bedford  turnpike  road  company. 
To  incorporate  a  comp.any  to  make  a  turnpike  road 
from  the  borough  of  Blairsville,  in  Indiana  county,  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  in  Westmoreland  county.  To  incor- 
porate a  company  for  making  a  turnpike  road  in  Pike 
county,  to  the  Bethany  and  Uingman's  choice  turnpike 
road,  'at  or  near  Kimber's  Mills,  in  Wayne  county,  and 
to  incorporate  the  Germantown  and  Wissahickon  turn- 
pike road  company, 

109.  A  furthersupplement  to  the  several  acts  relative 
to  partitions. 

110.  An  act  to  erect  Adams  and  York  counties  Into  a 
separate  judicial  district,  to  be  called  the  nineteenth 
district,  and  for  other  purposes. 

111.  An  act  to  authorise  the  opening  of  an  alley 
in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  from  St.  Clair,  to  Irvin 
street. 

112.  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  incor- 
porate sundry  boroughs,  and  for  other  purposes,  pass- 
ed 8th  April,  A.  D.  1833. 

113.  An  act  authorizing  the  laying  out  of  a  state  road 
from  Henry  Pearson's  Mill,  in  Mercer  county,  to  the 
New  Castle  and  Zelinople  road,  in  Beaver  county. 

114.  An  act  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  annual 
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election  by  the  Stockholders  of  the  Belmont  and  Eas- 
ton  turnpike  road  company,  the  Honcsdale  and  Clarks- 
viUe  turnpike  road  company,  and  the  Coshocton  and 
Great  Uend  turnpike  road  company. 

115.  A  further  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  an  act 
authorizing  the  Governor  to  incorporate  the  Mill  Creek 
and  Mine  Hill  Navigation  Company,  passed  7th  day  of 
April,  A.  D.  1823,  and  to  .luthorize  the  Danville  and 
Poitsville  rail  road  company  to  extend  their  road. 

117.  Act  act  granting  lo  Julius  Crozier  and  others, 
corporate  powers  to  enable  Ihem  to  build  a  bridge 
over  the  Chemung  river,  iu  Athens  township,  Bradford 
county. 

118.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Delaware  county  In- 
surance Company. 

120.  An  act  authorizing  asuhscription  of  stock  to  the 
Waynesburg,  Green  Castle,  and  Mcrcersburg  turnpike 
road  company. 

121.  A  supplement  to  the  act  enlitled  an  act  relative 
to  the  organization  of  the  courts  of  justice,  passed  the 
14th  day  of  April,  1834. 

122.  An  act  to  authorize  the  Directors  of  the  poor  for 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  to  sell  certain  real  estate,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

123.  An  act  granting  compensation  to  George  Trip- 
ner  for  a  tract  of  donation  land. 

124.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Lenox  and  Harmony 
turnpike  road  company,  and  relative  to  the  Pittsburgh 
and  Beaver  turnpike  road  company. 

125.  An  act  extending  the  mechanic's  lien  law  to 
the  county  of  Warren  and  Juniata,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

126.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Delaware  county 
Branch  Kail  Road  Company. 

127.  An  act  relative  to  the  Shippenville  and  Emlen- 
ton,  the  Shippenville  and  Foxburg,  ihe  Clifford  and 
Wilkesbarre,  and  the  Somerset  and  Conemaugh  turn- 
pike road,  and  to  the  Conemaugh  bridge  at  Salts- 
burg. 

128.  An  act  to  recharter  the  Harrisburg  Bank. 

129.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  trustees  of  Athens  township,  in  Bradford 
county,  to  convey  certain  lands,  passed  27th  March, 
1827. 

130.  An  act  dtclaring  the  Warpasuming creek,  in  the 
county  of  Bradford,  a  public  highway  from  the  New 
York  state  line  up  to  Joseph  Elbree's  mill,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

131.  An  act  to  extend  the  laws  relating  to  mechanic's 
liens  to  the  counties  of  Washington,  Huntingdon,  Mer- 
cer, Beaver  and  Allegheny. 

123.  An  act  to  open  the  streets,  roads,  lanes  and  rd- 
leys  in  a  certain  portion  of  the  township  of  Moyamens- 
ing,  .and  for  fixing  the  lines  and  descent  of  the  water 
courses  of  all  the  streets,  roads,  lanes  and  alleys  in  said 
township. 

133.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Doylestown  Insurance 
company,  of  Bucks  county. 

1.34.  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Manufacturer's  and  Mechanic's  Bank  of  the 
Northern  Liberties,  in  the  county  ol  Philadelphia. 

136.  An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  to  incorporate 
the  Nerristown  and  Valley  rail  roa:l  company. 

137.  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  canal  company. 

138.  An  act  for  providing  the  further  improvement 
of  the  State  by  rail  roads  and  canals. 

139.  A  further  supplement  to  the  act  enlitled  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  township  of  Moyamensing,  in  Phila- 
delphia county. 

140.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Attleborongh  school 
association,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

141.  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the  Pennsylvania  Coke  and  Iron  company. 

142.  An  act  making  an  appropriation  to  the  Eastern 
and  Western  Penitentiaries. 


143.  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  an  actio  pro- 
vide for  the  erection  of  a  new  prison  and  debtors  apart- 
ment, within  the  city  and  county,  and  for  the  sale  ef 
the  county  prison,  in  Walnut  street,  in  said  city. 

144.  An  act  for  the  establishment  of  Laurel  Hill  col- 
lege, in  Penn  township,  in  the  county  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

145.  An  act  relative  to  thelaymgout  of  certain  state 
roads,  and  for  other  purposes. 

146.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  author- 
izing the  Governor  to  incorporate  a  company  to  make 
an  artificial  road,  commencing  where  the  Scluiylkill 
canal  road  intersected  the  Kidge  turnpike  road,  near 
Uobinson's  mill,  thence  along  Ihe  bed  of  said  road  lo 
the  Fiat  Uock  bridge,  and  for  othtr  purposes. 

147-  An  act  to  incorporate  the  trustees  of  the  Abbe- 
ville institute,  near  Lancaster,  and  for  oilier  purposes. 

148.  A  supplement  lo  the  act  entitled,  an  act  au- 
thorizing the  Governor  to  incorporate  the  Tioga  navi- 
g.atiun  company. 

149.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  .an  act  relative 
to  the  organization  of  the  courts  of  justice,  passed  the 
14th  d;iv  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-four. 

150.  An  act  authorising  the  Clerk  of  the  Orphans' 
Court  of  the  county  of  Northampton,  to  supply  the  re- 
cords  of  said  court,  .and  for  other  purposes. 

151.  An  act  relating  to  inspectors. 

152.  An  act  authorizing  the  coinmissioners  of  the  in- 
ternal improvement  fund,  to  apply  certain  monies  to 
the  payment  of  interest. 

153.  An  act  to  provide  for  the  call  of  a  convention 
with  limited  powers. 

154.  A  supplement  to  the  act,  passed  29th  March, 
1833,  entitled  an  act  relative  to  Orphans'  Courts. 

155.  An  act  to  incoi-porate  the  Berks  county  savings 
institution. 

156.  An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  and  conveyance  of 
certain  reul  estate,  and  for  other  purposes. 

157.  An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act 
to  prevent  the  disturbance  of  meetings  held  for  the  pur- 
pose of  religious  worship,  passed  April  2d,  1822. 

158.  .\  supplement  to  the  act  entitled,  an  act  to  in- 
corporate the  trustees  of  the  townsb.ip  and  borough  of 
Wilkesbarre,  the  trustees  of  the  township  of  Plymouth, 
and  trustees  of  the  tovTnship  of  Hanover,  in  the  county 
of  Luzerne,  passed  April  2d,  1831,  and  for  other  ptu'- 
poscs. 

159.  An  act  to  incorporale  the  Hanover  s.avings  fund 
society. 

160.  An  act  authorizing  a  temporary  loan  for  the  use 
of  the  commonwealth. 

161.  An  act  authorizing  the  connection  of  the  Dan- 
ville and  Pottsviile  railroad  with  the  Susquehanna  rivec 
at  Sunbury- 

162.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Spring  Garden  Fire 
Insurance  company  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia. 

163.  An  act  relative  to  La  Fayette  College,  and  to 
public  education  in  the  city  of  Lancaster. 

164.  An  act  to  alter  the  location  of  pai-t  of  Washing- 
ton street,  in  the  township  of  Moyamensing,  and  a  sup- 
plement to  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorpor.ate  the 
borough  of  Bethany,  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  and  a 
supplement  to  the  act  entitled,  an  act  to  incorporate  the 
borough  of  Honesdale,  in  Wayne  county,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

165.  A  flirther  supplement  lo  the  act  entitled  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses- 

166.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Philadelphia  Fire  and 
Inland  Navigation  Insurance  company. 

167.  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Yardleyville,  Dela- 
ware Bridge  company. 

168.  An  act  to  incorporate  [the  American  Porcelain 
company. 

172-  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Methodist  Episcopal- 
church  at  Tunkhannock,  in  the  county  of  Luzerne. 
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173.  An  act  to  nuthorize  the  laying'  out  a  state  road 
from  Shippenville,  in  Venango  county,  to  Ridge\v;iy, 
in  Jefferson  county. 

175.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  a  supplement 
to  the  act  to  incorporate  the  Beaver  Meadow  rail  road 
and  coal  company. 

176.  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incor- 
porate the  Norristown,  Berks  and  Lehigh  rail  road  com- 
pany, and  to  extend  the  time  of  taking  subscriptions  of 
stock  to  the  Brown's  mills,  Sankey's  Gap  and  Alexanr 
dria  turpike  road  company. 

177.  An  act  to  alter  the  time  of  holding  the  courts  in 
Mercer,  Jefferson,  Warren,  M'Kean  and  Potter  coun- 
ties. 

179.  An  act  making  provision  for  the  education  of 
the  poor,  gratis,  and  to  repeal  the  act  of  the  1st  of 
April,  1834,  entitled  an  act  lo  etsabfish  a  gcner.al  sys- 
tem of  education  by  common  schools. 

180.  A  supplement  to  the  act  entitled,  "an  act  au- 
thorizing the  Governor  to  ijicorporate  the  Strasburg 
rail  road,  the  Williamsport  and  Elmira  rail  road,  the 
Marietta  and  Columbia  rail  road,  the  Portsmouth  and 
Lancaster  rail  road,  and  incorporating  a  company  to 
make  the  Oxford  rail  road,"  and  relative  to  the  Cum- 
berland Valley  rail  road,  and  the  Wrightsville,  York 
and  Gettyburg  railroad. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

1.  Relative  to  the  Meadville  Arsenal. 

2.  Relative  to  public  lands  granted  to  Erie  county. 

3.  Relative  to  the  books  in  the  Recorder's  office  in 
Pradford  county. 

4.  Relative  to  the  claim  of  James  and  Etherington 
Appleton. 

5.  Relative  to  George  W.  Henr}',  a  contractor  on  the 
Pennsylvania  canal. 

6.  For  the  relief  of  Rankin  and  Armstrong  and  John 
and  Robert  Knox,  contractors  on  the  Lycoming  line  of 
the  Pennsylvania  canal. 

7-  Relative  to  the  claim  of  James  Mackey. 

8.  Relative  to  that  part  of  the  Philadelphia  and  Co- 
lumbia rail  road  which  passed  through  the  city  of  Lan- 
caster. 

10.  Relative  to  the  distribution  of  the  Pamphlet 
Laws. 

11.  To  authorize  the  Canal  Commissioners  to  en- 
quire into  the  claims  for  damages  of  Jane  Reese,  and 
others. 

12.  Relative  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

15.  Resolution  relative  to  the  removing  of  sand  and 
gravel  from  the  public  ground,  and  to  lay  out  a  street 
from  the  capitol  lo  the  canal. 

16.  Resolution  relative  to  the  Chesapeake  and  De- 
laware canal. 

17.  Relative  to  the  Franklin  Bridge- 

18.  ^Relative  to  the  claim  of  Benjamin  Bear  and 
others. 

19.  Relative  to  the  commission  of  the  Treasurer  of 
Philadelphia  county,  arising  from  the  collateral  inherit- 
ance tax  on  the  Girard  estate. 

20.  Relative  to  the  claim  of  John  Kean  and  Hugh 
Curran. 

21.  ReKative  to  the  Gettyshury  and  Hagerstown  tura- 
pike  road. 

22.  Relating  to  the  removal  and  transfer  or  stock 
books  of  loans  in  the  Auditor  General's  office  to  the 
bank  of  Pennsylvania. 

23.  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  costs  on 
suits  brought  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  relative  to  the 
calculation  of  interest  in  the  case  of  the  Commonwealth 
versus  Henry  Baldwin. 

24.  Relative  to  the  Peninsula  at  Presque  Isle  on  Lake 
Erie. 

25.  Explanatoy  of  the  act  passed  the  12th  of  April 

2G.  To  authorize  the  Governor  to  bring  suit   in  tjie 


matter  of  a  loan  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  16th  of 
April,  1833. 

27.  Relative  to  the  claims  of  Jane  Parsons,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  William  Parsons,  deceased,  late  a 
contractor  on  the  Juniata  division  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal. 


From  the  Franklin  Repository. 
INLAND  TRADE. 
Notwithstanding  the  transportation  of  produce  and 
merchandise  from  East  to  West  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Canal  and  rail  way,  the  transportation  through  Cham- 
bersburgby  wagons  on  the  turnpike  to  and  from  Balti- 
more, is  greater  for  the  last  six  months  than  it  has  been 
for  15  years.  The  receiptsof  tolls  at  the  turnpike  g^tes, 
are  certain  evidence  of  the  state  and  amount  of  this  in- 
land trade. 

>  The  tolls  received  on  the  Chambcrsburg  turnpike  of 
15  miles  in  the  direction  of  Gettysburg  and  B.altimore,for 
six  months,  from  the  1st  of  November  last  to  the  1st  of 
May  inst.,  are  g34S7  17,  a  sum  surpassing  considerably 
the  receipts  of  tolls,  on  the  road  in  the  same  six  months 
for  more  than  15  years.  The  man.agers  of  this  Compa- 
ny on  the  4th  instant,  declared  a  dividend  of  4J  per 
cent,  on  the  stock  for  the  last  six  months,  though  ex- 
penses  of  repairs  had  been  increased  by  re.ason  of  the 
increase  of  travel  on  the  road.  On  the  first  Monday  of 
November  last,  a  dividend  was  declared  of  3^  per  cent, 
on  the  same,  for  the  preceding  six  months. 

The  receipts  of  toll  on  t!?  same  road  in  1820,  for  the 
six  months,  from  1st  November  to  1st  May,  were 

S2120  00 
In  1825,  for  the  same  six  months,  2020  90 

1830,  do  do  2646  30  x 

1835,  do  do  3487  17 

Nine-tenlhs  of  the  transportation  on  this  road  is  be- 
lieved to  be  to  and  from  the  Baltimore  market;  and  as 
this  turnpike  is  a  part  of  the  direct  road  from  Baltimore 
lo  Pittsburg,  the  increase  of  tolls  is  evidence,  that  Bal- 
timore still  enjoys  with  western  Pennsylvania  by  this 
means  of  intercourse,  a  trade  greater  than  she  has  be- 
fore possessed. 

The  tolls  received  at  the  three  Turnpike  gates  west 
of  Chambcrsburg,  being  in  the  direction  of  Pittsburg, 
for  the  last  six  months,  show  the  trade  that  is  entriely 
wcstof  this  to  be  great. 

The  tolls  received  at  those  three  gates,  and  for 
stages  for  a  distance  of  about  20  miles, 
for  November  last,  were  §585 

December,  '  497 

January,  538 

February,  766 

March,  993 

April,  987 

#4,366 

The  transportation  by  wagons  on  the  turnpike  north 
of  Chambcrsburg,  in  the  direction  of  Harrisburg  .and 
Philadelphia,  has  diminished  considerably  since  the 
transportation  was  opened  by  the  Pennsylvania  Canal  to 
the  west. 

The  tolls  received  at  the  one  gate  north  of  Chambers- 
burg,  being  for  five  miles,  for  one  year,  from 
1st  April,  1833,  till  1st  April,  1834,  §1653   00 

do  1834,  do  1835,  1039  25 

In  the  month  of  February  last,  there  passed  this  gate, 
according  to  an  account  kept  by  the  present  attentive 
gate  keeper,  259  western  road  wagons,  and  in  March, 
279;  which  was  a  great  increase  of  that  business  over 
the  preceding  eight  months. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  Pennsylvania  canal,  will  still 
leave  a  large  amount  of  transportation  to  be  made  by 
wagons  on  turnpike  roads,  until  other  facilities  are  fur- 
nished.    During  the  season  that  canal  navigiition  is  in- 
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terrupted,  the  transportation  by  the  turnpike  road 
wagons  will  be  immense  and  increasing;  and  from  the 
experience  of  the  present  season,  there  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  even  during  the  canal  season,  there  will  still 
be  a  considerable  transportation  by  the  turnpike  wagons. 
There  is  also  reason  to  think  that  the  trade  will  increase 
so  much  between  the  eastern  cities  and  the  west,  that 
the  Pennsylvania  Canal  will  not  be  sufficient  to  accom- 
modate it. 

The  rail  road  proposed  to  be  made  from  ILarrisburg 
to  Chambersburg,  would  afford  such  facilities  of  trans- 
portation from  Chambersburg  to  Philadelphia,  as  would 
occasion  almost  an  entire  diversion  of  the  trade  by  the 
turnpikes  east  and  north  of  Chambersburg.  It  would 
also  attract  a  large  portion  of  the  trade  of  Franklin 
conntv,  which  also  passes  to  the  B.altimore  market,  by 
the  Waynesborough  turnpike,  or  by  the  way  of  Hagers- 
town;  and  it  would  also  supply  the  towns  of  Carlisle, 
Shippensburg,  and  Chambersburg,  and  the  whole  Cum- 
berland Valley,  with  coal  and  lumber  from  the  Susque- 
tianna,  the  demand  for  which,  at  the  prices  then  requir- 
ed, would  produce  the  transportation  of  these  articles  to 
a  large  amount,  and  which  now  from  the  expense  are 
used  in  very  small  parcels. 

The  advantages  to  Philadelphia  of  such  a  road,  must 
be  obvious,  as  it  would  give  to  her  a  large  trade  now 
possessed  by  Baltimore.  To  the  state  as  well  as  the 
rail  road  companies  from  Lancaster  to  Harrisburg,  it 
must  be  advantageous,  as  the  transportation  on  this 
road,  would  be  so  much  added  to  the  transportation  on 
the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  rail  road,  and  the  Lan- 
caster and  Harrisburg  r.ail  road. 

The  country  through  which  this  proposed  rail  road 
would  pass,  is  so  well  known,  as  peculiarly  favourable 
for  the  location  and  construction  of  such  a  road,  that  it 
is  deemed  unnecessary  to  remark  on  the  many  circum- 
stances that  exist  in  relation  to  it,  that  would  lessen  the 
expense  of  construction  and  afford  a  road  with  but  little 
elevation.  C. 


PREMIUMS  OFFERED  BY  THE  FRANKLIN 
INSTITUTE. 

Address  of  the  Committee  on  Premiums  and  Exhibi- 
tions of  the  Franklin  Institute  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  promotion  of  the  Mechanic  Arts: 
with  a  List  of  the  Premiums  offered  to  competitors 
at  the  Ninth  Exhibition,  to  be  held  in  October,  1835. 

ADDRESS 

To  the  Manufaeturer  sand  Mechanics  of  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  on  Premiums  and  Exhibitions  of  the 
Franklin  Institute  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  t/te 
promotion  of  the  Mechanic  Arts,  respectfully  announce 
that  the  Ninth  Exhibition  of  American  Manufactures, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Institute,  will  be  held  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  from  the  6th  to  the  10th  day  of 
October,  1835. 

The  Committee,  with  an  anxious  desire  to  m.ake  the 
Exhibition  as  extensively  useful  as  possible,  addressed 
invitations  to  the  several  Associations  of  Mechanics  in 
this  city  requesting  them  to  suggest  such  objects  for 
premiums  as  the  present  state  of  their  respective  trades 
required;  and  they  are  happy  to  state,  that  the  Stone 
Cutters'  Company  have  authorised  the  distribution  of 
several  pecuniary  premiums. 

The  list  of  premiums  offered  is  larger,  and  embraces 
a  greater  variety  of  objects  than  on  any  former  occa- 
sion, and  has  been  framed  with  special  reference  to 
those  branches  of  native  industry  which  need  the  foster- 
ing care  of  the  public,  and  contribute  to  render' our 
.country  truly  independent  of  foreign  nations  for  a  sup- 
ply of  the  necessary  articles  of  domestic  comfort.  In- 
viting for  this  effort  to  promote  the  Mechanic  Arts  the 
same  confidence  and  support  which  have  hitherto  been 
given,  we  take  the  liberty  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on 


what  appear  to  us  to  be  objects  of  ^  the  first  impor- 
tance in  an  exhibition  of  Domestic  Manufactures. — 
They  are,  to  presLMit  to  the  public  in  a  convenient  com- 
pass, specimens  of  the  abilily  of  our  artisans  to  fabricate 
those  articles  which  are  needed  for  daily  use  in  all  the 
departments  of  civilized  society,  and  by  competition  in 
the  display  from  different  manufactories,  to  exhibit,  for 
the  benefit  of  all,  not  only  the  perfection  and  taste,  but 
also  the  defects  of  each;  thus  raising  the  standard  of 
excellence,  and  producing,  by  an  honorable  and  open 
appeal  to  disisterested  judges,  the  stimulus  of  hope  to 
the  unsuccessful,  and  the  cheering  influence  of  victory 
to  the  successful  competitor.  Whilst  the  Committee 
are  anxious  that  the  regular  products  of  the  manufac- 
tories and  work  shops  of  their  fellow  citizens  should 
form  the  mass  of  the  exhibitions,  they  do  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  at  all  opposed  to  the  display  of  those 
beautiful  specimens  of  Art  which  daily  emanate  from 
the  hands  of  our  artisans.  On  the  contrary,  they  will 
receive  them  with  pleasure,  and  cheerfully  give  those 
rewards  which  are  due  to  superior  workmanship,  and 
to  elaborate  and  costly  works. 

To  display  fully  the  vast  extent  of  our  manufacturing 
industry,  and  its  importance  as  one  of  the  vital  parts  of 
our  civil  institutions,  the  Exhibitions  of  the  Franklin 
Institute  were  established,  and  have  been  steadily  pur- 
sued. Those  entrusted  with  the  management  of  them, 
have  been  anxiously  and  impartially  interested  for  the 
reputation  and  success  of  all  the  depositors;  and  it  is 
believed,  with  a  fiiir  allowance  for  the  fallibility  of  hu- 
man judgment,  they  have  hitherto  succeeded  in  ad- 
ministering their  arduous  and  delicate  duties  to  general 
satisfaction. 

Pledging  ourselves  to  use  all  possible  care  in  the  se- 
lection of  Judges,  and  to  give  to  the  necessary  regula- 
tions for  conducting  the  Exhibition  due  effect,  we  con- 
fide the  subject  to  your  hands,  under  the  belief  that 
you  will  make  it  worthy  of  the  Instltution,of  yourselves, 
and  of  our  country. 

SAMUEL  V.   MERRICK, 
JOSHUA  G.    HARKEK, 
WILLIAM  H.  KEATING, 
FREDERICK  FRALEY,  . 
ISAAC  B.   GARRIGUES. 
ALEXANDER  M'CLURG, 
ALEXANDEU   FERGUSON. 
JOHN  C.  CUESSON, 
Committee  on  Premiums  and  Exhibitions. 
Published  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

GEORGE  FOX,  Chairman. 
William  Hamiltox,  Actuary. 
Philadelphia,  Jpril  16,  1835. 


REGULATIONS 

Of  the  Ninth  Exhibition  of  Domestic  Manufactures  to  be 
held  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  6t/i,  7th,  8lh, 
9th  and  10th  days  of  October,  1835. 

1.  The  Exhibition  room  will  be  prepared  to  receive 
the  goods  on  Saturd.ay  the  3d  of  October,  and  opened 
for  the  admission  of  visiters  on  Tuesd.ay  the  6lh  of  Oc- 
tober, at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

2.  All  goods  intended  for  competition  must  be  de- 
posited before  12  o'clock,  (noon,)  on  Tuesday  the  6th 
of  October. 

3.  The  Judges  shall  be  appointed  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  ot  September,  and  a  list  of  them  published  in 
one  or  more  newspapers. 

4.  To  insure  a  perfect  impartiality,  the  Managers  of 
the  Institute,  and  the  Committee  on  Premiums  and 
Exhibitions,  and  all  firms  or  partnerships  in  which  a 
Manager  or  a  Member  of  the  Committee  on  Premiums 
and  Exhibitions  is  interested,  shall  be  excluded  from 
competition;  and  no  Committee  shall  award  a  premium 
or  compliment  to  any  of  its  members. 

5.  No  premium  shall  be  awarded  for  an  article  that 
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has  i-eceived  one  at  any  other  public  exhibition;  and  ( 
none  shall  receive  a  premium  that  is  not  equal  in  qual- 
ity to  the  best  articles  of  similar  manufacture,  present- 
ed at  former  exhibitions. 

6.  Whenever  the  price  is  made  a  condition  of  pre- 
mium, the  makers  must  engage  to  furnish  the  required 
quantity  at  the  price  affixed. 

7.  Proof  of  origin  must  be  furnished,  if  requlred,for 
every  specimen  offered  for  exhibition. 

8.  The  .Managers  reserve  to  themselves  the  privilege 
of  withholding  a  premium,  whenever  the  article  is 
deemed  not  to  deserve  it. 

9.  Should  articles  of  extraordinary  merit  be  present- 
ed, the  Managers  will  with  pleasure  extend  premiums 
to  them,  although  not  embraced  in  the  annexed  list, 

10.  All  articles  deposited  must  be  accompanied  by  an 
invoice,  stating  the  names  and  residences  of  the  ma- 
kers and  depositors. 

11.  Arrangements  will  be  made  to  exhibit  to  advan- 
tage any  working  models  that  may  be  sent  in  for  exhi- 
bition, and  the  Managers  respectfully  invite  contribu- 
tions in  this  branch.  Experience  has  shown  the  inter- 
est which  the  public  take  in  theit;  and  the  Managers 
are  impressed  with  a  conviction  that  the  display  of  them 
is  calculated  to  convey  useful  information.  A  careful 
and  competent  superintendent  will  be  provided. 

12.  The  mornings  of  each  day,  until  fifteen  minutes 
before  10  o'clock,  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  Judges. 

13.  Neither  owners  nor  depositors  of  goods  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  exhibition  room  during  tlie  time  appro- 
priated to  the  Judges,  except  at  the  special  request  of 
the  Judges  of  the  articles  owned  or  deposited  by 
them. 

LIST  OF  PREMIUMS. 
1835. 

1.  To  the  person  who  shall  manufacture  in  the 
United  States  the  greatest  quantity  of  iron  from  the  ore, 
during  the  year,  using  no  other  fuel  than  anthracite, 
quantity  to  be  not  less  than  twenty  tons. 

A  Gold  Medal. 

2.  To  the  person  who  shall  manufacture  in  the 
United  States  the  greatest  quantity  of  iron  from  the 
pre,  during  the  year,  using  no  other  fuel  tlian  bitumin- 
ous coal,  orcoke,the  quantity  to  be  not  less  than  twenty 
tons.  A  Gold  Medal. 

3.  To  the  person  who  shall  manu'"acture  in  the 
United  States  the  greatest  quantity  of  iron  from  the 
ore,  during  the  year  1835,  using  coke  or  charcoal,  the 
combustion  to  be  sustained  by  air  heated  to  500°  Fahr. 
or  upwards.  S  Gold  Medal. 

4.  To  the  inventor  of  any  plan  by  which  iron  ore 
may  be  smelted  with  anthracite.  The  process  to  be 
communicated,  and  the  model  of  the  furnace  to  be  ex- 
hibited at  the  exhibition,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Science  and  the  Arts.  Jl  Gold  Medal. 

5.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  constructed  cooking  ap- 
paratus, in  which  anthracite  is  exclusively  used,  and 
superior  to  any  now  in  use.  J.  Silver  Medal- 

6.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  rifle  gun,  half  stock,and 
ribbed  barrel,  with  percussion  lock  and  double  triggers, 
to  carry  a  ball  of  from  40  to  60  to  the  pound,  and  not 
to  exceed  twenty  dollars  in  price. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

One  to  be  exhibited,  and  twenty  to  be  furnished  at 
the  same  price  within  six  months,  if  required. 

7.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  rifle  gun,  with  percus- 
sion lock  and  double,  or  hair,  triggers,  to  carry  a  ball 
of  60  to  100  to  the  pound.  A  Silver  Medal. 

No  limitation  being  fixed  as  to  the  price  of  the  rifle 
in  this  premium,  it  is  to  be  understood  that  in  the 
award  of  it,  the  beauty  as  well  as  the  excellence  of  the 
Vi'orkmanship  will  be  considered. 


8.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  double  barrelled  fowl- 
ng  piece,  with  percussion  locks, 

A  Silver  Medal 

9.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  vegetable  oil  that  will 
answer  as  a  substitute  for  olive  oil  for  manufacturing 
purposes.  Not  less  than  one  hundred  gallons  to  be 
made.  A  Silver  Medal. 

10.  For  a  method,  verified  by  actual  experiment,  of 
rendering  oil  more  fit,  than  any  now  in  use,  for  chro- 
nometers and  watches,  particularly  in  bein.ij  less  liable 
tj  become  thick,  or  rancid.  A  Silver  Medal. 

A  full  account  of  the  expements  to  be  produced  to 
the  Institute,  and  of  the  prosess  employed,  with  satis- 
factory certificates,  together  with  a  specimen  of  the 
oil. 

11.  For  a  method  of  making  a  black  writing  ink,  in- 
destructible by  chemical  applications,  superior  to  any 
at  present  known;  that  will  flow  freely  and  not  corrode 
a  pen  made  of  steel  or  other  metal. 

A  Silver  Medal. 
Certificates  that  not  less  than  two  gallons  of  such  ink 
has  been  actually  prepared,  with  a  full   detail  of  the 
process  of  making  it,  and  two  quarts   of  the  ink  to  be 
produced  to  the  Institute. 

12.  For  the  best  composition  for  printer's  ink,  supe. 
rior  to  any  hitherto  known,  and  fit  for  the  finest  kind  of 
copper-plate  printing-  A  Silver  Medal. 

Certificates  that  no  less  than  one  hundred  pounds  of 
such  ink  has  been  made,  with  a  full  detail  of  the  pro- 
cess employed,  and  ten  pounds  of  the  ink  to  be  pro- 
duced to  the  Institute. 

13.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  white  vellum  quarto 
post  paper,  made  from  the  best  No.  1,  domestic  rags, 
weighing  not  less  than  eight  pounds  per  ream.  Not 
less  than  one  hundred  reams  to  be  made,  and  ten  reams 
to  be  exhibited.  A  Silver  Medal. 

14.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  quarto  post  paper  at 
three  dollars  per  ream,  of  domestic  rags.  No-  1;  secu- 
rity to  be  given  to  furnish  any  quantity  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  reams  of  the  same   quantity  at  that  price. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

15.  For  the  best  specimens  of  medium  printing  pa- 
per, weighing  not  less  than  twenty-four  pounds  per 
ream,  the  price  not  to  exceed  three  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  ream;  five  hundred  reams  to  be  made,  and  ten 
reams  to  be  exhibited.  A  Silver  medal. 

16.  For  the  best  specimen  of  Bristol  boards,  made 
ei'itirely  from  linen,  of  foolscap,  demy,  medium,  and 
royal  size;  of  2,  3  and  4  sheets  in  thickness;  one  groce 
each  to  be  made,  and  one  dozen  each  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Silver  medal. 
17-   For  the  best  specimen  of  hand  made  drawing 
paper,  of  the  various  sizes,  from  demy  to  antiquarian — 
made  entirely  from  linen— equal  to  Whatman's;  the  sur- 
face not  to  be  smooth. 

A  Silver  medal. 

18.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  double  crown  tissue 
paper,  fine  quality,  white-  Not  less  than  one  hundred 
reams  to  be  made,  and  at  least  five  reams  to  be  exhib- 
ited. A  Silver  medal. 

19.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  double  crown  tracing 
paper,  equal  to  the  best  French  papier  vegetal-  Not 
less  than  ten  reams  to  be  made,  and  at  least  one  ream 
to  be  exhibited.  A  Silver  medal. 

20.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  folio  copying  paper, 
fine  quality,  blue,  equal  to  the  English-  Not-less  than 
one  hundred  reams  to  be  made,-and  at  least  one  ream 
to  be  exhibited.  A  Silver  medal. 

21.  For  the  best  specimen  of  fine  glazed  ground  pa- 
per hangings,  of  five  original  patterns;  fifty  pieces  of 
each  p.attern  to  be  made,  and  ten  pieces  of  eacli  pattern 
to  be  exhibited.  A  Silver  medal. 
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22.  For  the  best  specimen  of  paper  hangings  suita- 
ble for  band-box,  window  curtains,  Sec.  of  five  oiiginal 
patterns;  fifty  pieces  of  each  pattern  to  be  made,  and 
ten  pieces  of  each  pattern  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Silver  medal. 
The  premiums  No.  2]  and  22  will  beawarded  to  the 
competitors  who  shall  excel  in  the  grcitcst  number  of 
patterns. 

23.  To  the  manufiicturer  of  the  best  specimens  of 
porcelain.  A  Silver  riiedal- 

The  specimens  to  constitute  a  tea  set  of  not  less  than 
seventy-two  pieces.  In  awarding-  this  premium,  the 
texture  of  the  ware,  its  colour,  painting,  gilding-,  and 
the  elegance  and  tastefulness  of  the  forms,  will  be  ta- 
ken into  consideration. 

24.  To  the  manufacturer  of  the  best  dinner  set  of 
blue  and  white  chin.i,  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and 
twenty  pieces.  A  Silver  mednl. 

The  same  considerations  as  in  the  preceding  will  in- 
fluence the  award  of  this  premium. 

25.  To  the  manufiicturer  of  the  best  queensware, 
white,  or  cream  coloured,  edged,  painted,  andpi-inted. 
Not  less  than  twenty  crates  to  be  made,  and  at  least 
one  crate  of  assorted  articles  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Silver  medal. 

26.  To  the  manufacturer  of  the  best  white  or  co- 
loured ointment  jars,  suitable  for  apothecaries' use. — 
The  jars  to  be  assorted,  as  follows:  with  flat  caps,  with 
canopy  or  bell  caps,  and  without  caps,  lipped  for 
leather  or  bladder;  the  sizes  to  be  assorted  from  one 
gill  to  one  gallon.  Not  less  than  one  crate  to  be 
made,  and  at  least  one  dozen  of  each  size  to  be  ex- 
hibited. A  Silver  medal. 

27.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  and  most  extensive  va- 
ciety  of  cut  glass.  A  Silver  medal. 

In  awarding  this  premium,  the  judges  will  examine 
whether  the  glass  is  transparent  and  colourless,  free 
from  flaws,  or  air  bubbles — the  forms  tasteful  and  sym- 
metric— the  cutting  regular  and  chaste — and  the  spe- 
cimens combining  most  of  these  qualities  in  the  great- 
est variety  of  pieces,  shall  be  deemed  the  best. 

28.  To  the  m.anufacturer  of  the  best  plate  glass,  not 
less  than  fifty  square  feet  to  be  exhibited. 

A  silver  medal. 

29.  To  the  manufacturer  of  the  best  white  glass  mor- 
tars and  pestles,  of  assorted  sizes,  from  one  gill  to  one 
quart;  the  bottoms  of  the  mortars  to  be  perfectly  cir- 
cular, and  the  ends  of  the  pestles  to  be  of  the  same 
curve.  A  silver  medal. 

30.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  and  most  extensive 
variety  of  mantel,  astral,  or  hanging  lamps. 

.1  silver  medal. 

31.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  gas  chandeliers,  or 
burners;  pendants,  branches,  or  mantels. 

.i  silver  medal. 
In  the  award  of  these  premiums,  due  regard  will  be 
p.iid  to  the  construction  of  all  the  lamps  in  their  parts, 
to  propriety  and  elegance  of  form,   and  to   the  excel- 
lence of  the  workmanship,  in  every  respect. 

32.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  secretary  and  book- 
case, superior  to  .any  heretofore  exhibited. 

A  silver  medal. 

33.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  set  of  cabinet  chairs, 
and  sofa,  to  match;  not  less  than  twelve  chairs  and  one 
sofa  to  be  exhibited.  A  silver  medal. 

34.  For  the  best  upright,  or  square  piano. 

A  silver  medal. 
In  awarding  this  premium,  regard  will  be  had  to  the 
quality  of  the  instrument,  exclusively,  without  any  re- 
ference to  the  cabinet  work. 

35.  For  the  best  cast  iron  hollow  ware,   for  culinary 


purposes,  tinned  inside,  to  be  equal  to  the  best  Rritish 
goods  of  the  same  description:  not  less  than  one  dozen 
pieces  to  be  exhibited.  ./}  silver  medal. 

36.  To  the  m.aker  of  the  best  specimens  of  mallea- 
ble cast  iron;  not  less  than  one  hundred  pounds  to  be 
exhibited;  and  in  pieces  weighing;  fiom  one-half  to 
eight  ounces.  .1  silver  medal. 

37.  For  the  best  bell-metal  kettles,  not  less  than  one 
dozen  to  be  exhibited.  .i  silver  medal. 

38.  For  the  best  iron  wire,  of  assorted  numbers,froni 
No.  7  to  25;  not  less  than  two  hundred  pounds  to  be 
exliibited.  A  silver  medal. 

39.  For  the  best  card  wire,  of  assorted  numbers, 
from  30  to  35;  not  less  than  two  hundred  pounds  to  be 
exhibited.  .1  silver  medal. 

40.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  copper  wire,  from  No. 
7  to  No.  25;  two  hundred  pounds  to  be  exhibited. 

A  silver  medal. 

41.  For  the  best  brass  wire  of  assorted  numbers,  from 
7  to  25;  not  less  than  two  hundred  pounds  to  be  ex-  ' 
hibited.  A  silver  medal. 

42.  For  the  best  cast-steel  hand,  and  pannel  sawg, 
26  inches  long;  not  less  than  one  dozen  of  each  to  be 
exhibited.  .4  silver  medal. 

43.  For  the  best  c.ist-steel  iron  back  saws,  assorted, 
from  ten  to  eighteen  inches  long;  not  less  than  two  do- 
zen to  be  exhibited.  A  silver  medal 

44.  For  the  best  edge  tools  for  the  use  of  carpenters 
and  joiners;  not  less  than  two  dozen  tools  of  different 
kinds  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

45.  For  the  best  set  of  table  cutlery,  to  consist  of  not 
less  than  fifty-one  pieces. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

46.  For  the  best  cast  steel  files,  from  6  to  14  inches 
in  length,  rough,  bastard,  and  smooth  cut,  not  less  than 
one  dozen  of  each  kind  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

47.  For  the  best  specimen  of  dental  files,  assorted 
sizes;  not  less  than  one  dozen  of  e.ich  to  be  exhibited, 
the  Committee  to  have  the  privilege  of  having  them 
proved. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

48.  For  the  best  trowels  for  the  use  of  stone  masons, 
bricklayers,  and  plasterers,  not  less  than  one  dozen  of 
each  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

49.  For  the  best  tea  set  of  silver  plated  goods. 

A  Silver  Medal. 
50-  For  the  best  tea  set  of  Britannia,  metal  goods. 

A  Silver  Medal. 
51.  For  the  best  specimen  of  pen  and  pocket  knives, 
razors,  scissors,  &c.;  not  less  than  two  dozen  of  assort- 
ed kinds  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Silver  Medal. 
53.     To  the  maker  of  the  best  set  of  surgical  instru- 
ments. A  Silver  Medal, 

53.  For  the  best  bar  iron,  from  two  to  five  inches 
square;  and  round  ii-on,  from  two  to  five  inches  in  dia- 
meter; not  less  than  five  tons  of  each  to  be  m.ade,  and 
five  hundred  pounds  of  each  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Silver  Medal. 
The  iron  to  be  packed  and  faggoted  under  the  ham- 
mer or  rollers,  and  the  welds  to  be  perfect. 

54.  For  the  best  cast  steel,  of  assorted  sizes;  not  less 
than  two  hundreds  pounds  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

55.  For  the  best  stock  or  standing  vices,  equal  to 
those  known  by  the  name  of  tower  vices;  not  less  than 
five  to  be  exhibited,  and  to  weigh  from  30  to  80  pounds., 

A  Silver  Medal. 
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56.  For  the  best  anvils,  equal  to  the  Mousehole  an- 
vils, assorted  sizes,  from  1  cwt.  to  2  cwt.;  not  less  than 
five  to  be  exhibited.  A  Silver  Medal. 

57.  For  the  best  wood  screws,  of  iron  or  brass,  as- 
sorted sizes,  from  one-fourth  of  an  inch  to  three  inches; 
not  less  than  fifty  groce  to  be  exhibited. 

S  Silver  Medal. 

58.  For  the  best  screw  augers,  of  assorted  sizes, 
from  two  to  eight  quarters;  not  less  than  one  dozen  of 
each  size  to  be  exhibited.  A  Silver  31edal. 

59.  For  the  best  butchers'  knives  from  five  to  eight 
inches  long;  not  less  than  two  dozen  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

60.  For  the  best  saddlers'  tools.  A  complete  assort- 
ment to  be  exhibited.  .^  Silver  Medal. 

61.  For  the  best  sheet  iron,  equal  to  that  made  in 
■Russia,  not  less  than  one  hundred  sheets  to  be  exhibited. 

A  Gold  Medal. 

62.  For  the  best  sheet  iron,  equal  to  that  made  in 
England,  not  less  than  one  hundred  sheet  to  be  exhi- 
bited. A  Silver  Medal. 

63.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  spirit  level  for  the  use 
of  machinists.  A  Silver  Medal. 

65.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  mountain  barometer, 
which  shall  combine  portability  with  great  accuracy 
and  durability.  The  scale  to  be  divided  by  the  aid  of  a 
vernier  into  at  least  the  thousandth  part  of  an  inch;  with 
thermometers  attached  to  the  instrument,  and  divided 
according  to  Fahrenheit's  scale,  at  least  into  degrees. 
The  case  for  enclosing  the  barometer  in  travelling, 
should  serve  as  a  stand  for  it  when  in  use. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

65.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  theodolite. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

The  instrument  to  be  provided  with  an  achromatic 
telescope,  furnished  with  a  sun  shade,  andreading'both 
in  the  horizontal  and  vertical  planes,  by  means  of  ver- 
niers to  30  seconds.  The  horizontal  circle  numbered 
to  360°.  The  graduated  circles,  or  arcs,  and  verniers, 
to  be  of  silver,  and  all  the  movements  by  tangent 
screws;  these  instruments  to  be  provided  with  fixed  eye 
glasses. 

The  principles  governing  the  construction;  the  re- 
sults from  the  actual  trial  ;t  he  appropriateness  of  the  al- 
loys;  the  propriety  in  the  strength  of  the  different  parts; 
the  entire  weight  and  portable  ness,  and  the  workman- 
ship generally,  will  decide  the  premium  for  this  instru- 
ment. 

66.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  level. 

A  Silver  Medal. 

The  spirit  glass  to  be  about  eight  inches  in  length, 
with  an  erect  achromatic  telescope  provided  with  a  sun 
shade. 

The  considerations  governing  the  award  in  this  case 
to  be  simiUr  in  those  for  the  theodolite.  The  facilities 
in  making  the  adjustment,  and  their  permanency  being 
of  primary  importance  in  this  instrument,  these  consi- 
derations will  have  a  corresponding  influence  in  making 
the  award. 

67.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  surveyor's  compass. 

A  Silver  Medal. 
The  needle  to  be  about  six  inches  in  length.  The 
graduations  to  extend  to  half  degrees.  The  instrument 
to  be  provided  with  the  tripod  staff.  The  considera- 
tions determining  the  awards  for  the  tlieodolite  and  level 
will  decide  the  merits  of  this  instrument. 

68.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  levelling  staff. 

A  Silver  Medal 
The  staff  to  be  of  wood,  armed  with  sockets;  gradu- 
ated decimally,  and   to  read  by  verniers,  to  the  thou- 
sandth part  of  a  footj  the  wood  ensuring  sufficient 
.strength  without  inconvenient  weight  and  liability  to 


warp;  and  the  facility  and  accuracy  in  use  are  the  con- 
siderations which  will  govern  the  award  in  this  case. 

It  is  recommended  tliat  until  the  premiums  on  Nos. 
65,  66,  67,  and  68  are  awarded,  the  maker's  names  be 
omitted  from  the  instruments.  Should  these  four  pre- 
miums be  awarded  to  the  same  maker,  then,  instead  of 
giving  him  the  four  silver  medals,  he  shall  be  entiled  to 
A  Gold  medal. 

69.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  stirveryors'  chains,  fifty 
or  sixty-six  feet  long,  and  containing  one  hundred  links 
of  equal  length,  and  divided  decimally  by  pronged 
markers;  the  wire  employed  in  their  manufacture  must 
be  cut  and  worked  by  machinery.       A  Silver  medal. 

70.  For  the  best  portable  scales  to  weigh  from  three 
to  twelve  hunded  pounds.  A  Silver  medal. 

71.  For  the  best  balances,  of  the  more  delicate  kind, 
for  the  use  of  apothecaries  and  for  gold  assayers. 

A  Silver  medal. 

72.  For  the  best  sample  of  drab  and  olive  bang-up 
cords  and  velvateens,  not  less  than  two  hundred  yards 
to  be  exhibited.  A  Silver  medal 

73.  Forthe  best  samples  of  i  and  4-4  superfine  shirt- 
ings, similar  to  the  British  long  cloths. 

A  Silver  medal 

74.  For  the  best  samples  of  6-4  cambric  muslin,  made 
of  yarns  from  number  forty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty,- 
not  less  than  five  pieces  of  twelve  yards  each  to  be  ex- 
hibited. A  Silver  Medal. 

75.  For  the  best  samples  of  6-4  checked  and  corded 
cambric  muslins,  not  less  than  five  pieces  of  twelve  yards 
each  to  be  exhibited,  A  Silver  medal 

76.  For  the  best  sample  of  6-4  book  muslin,  made  of 
yarns  from  No.  100  to  No.  200y  not  less  than  five  pieces, 
of  ten  yards  each,  to  be  exhibited.        A  Silver  medal 

77.  For  the  best  specimen  of  fancy  power  loom  weav- 
ing. A  Silver  medal. 

78.  For  the  best  specimen  of  woUen  and  worsted 
vestings.  A  Silver  medal 

79.  For  the  best  specimen  of  white  or  printed  Mar- 
seilles vestings.  A  Silver  medal 

80.  For  the  best  specimen  of  Merseilles  Quilts  for 
beds,  at  least  from  12  to  14  quarters. 

A  Silver  medal. 

81.  For  the  best  sample  of  furniture  chintz,  not  less 
than  five  colours,  at  least  five  pieces  of  twenty-eight 
yards  each,  to  be  exhibited.  A  Silver  medal 

82.  For  the  best  sample  of  rich  chintz  prints,  fo* 
ladies'  dresses,  not  less  than  five  colours,  and  not  less 
than  five  pieces  of  twenty-eight  yards  each,  to  be  ex- 
hibited. A  Silver  medal 

83.  For  the  best  sample  of  two  coloured  prints,  the 
price  not  to  exceed  eleven  and  a  half  cents  per  yard,- 
not  less  than  five  pieces,  of  twenty-eight  yards  each  td 
be  exhibited.  A  Silver  medal. 

84-  For  the  best  samples  of  6  4,  7-4,  or  8  4  printed 
cotton  shawls,  to  measure  square,  and  not  less  than  five 


dozen  to  be  exhibited- 


A  Silver  medal. 


85.  For  the  best  sample  of  cotton  handkerchiefs,  in 
imitation  of  the  plaid  Madrass,  to  measure  square,  and 
made  of  yarn  not  under  number  forty;  not  less  than  ten 
dozen  to  be  exhibited.  A  Silver  medal. 

86.  For  the  best  samples'of  4  4  fancy  striped  or  check- 
ed gingham,  in  imitation  of  the  Scotch,  of  yarn  number 
forty-five  or  upwards,  not  less  than  ten  pieces  of  equal 
lengths,  to  be  exhibited.  A  silver  medal 

Colours  of  all  cotton  goods  to  be  permanent. 

87.  For  the  best  sample  of  diaper,  in  imitation  of  tlie 
Russia;  it  must  be  twenty  three  inches  wide,  and  made 
of  flax  thread;  one  hundred  yards,  or  upwards,  to  be 
exhibited.  A  silver  medal 
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88.  For  the  best  s.*mple  of  8-4,  10  4,  or  12-4,  linen 
table  damask,  oi-  linen  damask  table  cloths. 

A  silver  medal. 

89.  To  the  manufictui-er  nf  the  best  specimen  of 
linen  shirting',  tn  be  eijual  to  tlie  Ifish,  not  less  than  fifty 
yards,  to  be  exhibited.  .1  siloer  medal. 

90.  For  the  best  sample  of  pant.aloon  stuffs  j  to  J 
wide,  all  cotton,  or  cotton  and  wool,  not  less  than  two 
hundred  y.\rds  to  be  exhibited.  .i  silver  medal. 

91.  For  the  best  sample  of  ladies'  white  cotton  hose, 
not  less  than  five  dozen  to  be  exhibited,  and  to  be  pnt 
up  as  well  as  the  imported  articU-.         .1  silver  medal. 

92.  For  the  best  sample  of  ladies'  black  worsted  hose, 
not  less  than  two  dozen  to  be  exhibited,  and  to  be  put 
up  as  well  as  the  imported  article. 

.?  silver  medal. 

93.  For  the  best  sample  of  silk  vestinps. 

.i  silver  medal. 

94.  For  the  best  samples  of  Silk  Plnsh,  suitable  for 
the  manufacture  of  Silk  H.its,  equal  to  the  article  now 


wide,  to  weigh  at  least  eight  pounds  six  ounces  per 
pair,  five  pair  to  be  exhibited.  .i  silver  medal. 

The  stripe  and  point  marks  to  be  indigo  blue. 

109.  Forthe  best  bed  bUinket3,eitlier  rose  or  whitney, 
to  measure  at  least  10-4  wide,  by  12-4  hmg. 

Jl  silver  medal. 

110.  Forthe  best  cotton  blankets,  9-4  by  4-4,  three 
pair  to  be  exhibited — stripes  at  the  ends  to  be  of  fast 
colours.  .1  silver  medal. 

111.  For  tl\e  best  blankets  made  of  coiton  and  wool, 
to  measure  six  feet  long  and  five  feet  wide,  five  pair  to 
be  exhibited.  .1  silver  medal. 

112.  For  the  best  specimen  of  leather,  in  imilatiort 
of  R'.issia,  one  dozen  skins  to  be  exhibited 

A  silver  rhedat. 

113.  Forthe  best  specirteos  of  wliite  sheep  skins, 
suitable  for  apothecaries  use;  finished  equal  to  the  ar- 
ticle now  imported  from  France.  Three  dozen  skinS 
to  be  exhibited.  -t  silver  medal. 


4.   For  a  method,  supeii 


any  i 


imported  for  that  purpose 

be  exhibited.  .i  ),iher  medal. 

95.  For  I'as  best  sample  of  sewing  silk,  blue,  black, 
and  assorted  colours,  n  it  less  than  five  pounds  of  six- 
teen ounces  each  to  be  exh  bittd,  to  be  put  up  after 
the  manner  of  the  Italian.  .i  silver  medal. 

96.  For  the  best  sample  of  printed  silk  pocket  hand- 
kerchiefs, to  measure  square,  nut  less  than  three  pieces, 
of  seven  handkerchiefs  each,  to  be  exhibited. 

.1  silver  medal. 

97.  For  the  best  sample  of  saUinet,  not  less  than 
twenty-seven  inches  wide,  not  less  than  five  pieces  to 
be  exhibited.  .1  silver  medal. 

98.  For  the  best  sample  of  sinjle  or  double  milled 
cassimeres,  all  to  be  permanent;  colours,  not  less  than 
five  pieces  to  be  exiiibiteil.  .i  silver  medal. 

99.  For  the  best  sample  of  superfine  blue  or  black 
cloth,  permanent  colours,  not  less  than  sixty  inches 
wide,  and  exclusively  American,  not  less  f'an  five  pieces 
to  be  exhibited.  A  silver  medal. 

100.  For  the  best  sample  of  blue  cloth,  indigo  dye, 
to  measure  not  less  than  fifiy-four  inches  wide,  price 
not  to  exceed  three  dollars  per  yard,  and  not  less  than 
five  pieces  tn  he  exhibited.         '  A  silver  medal. 

101.  Forthe  best  sample  of  fancy  coloured  cloth,  to 
measure  not  less  tlian  fifty-four  inches  wide,  and  not 
less  than  five  pieces  to  be  exhibited 


less  thin   fifty  yards  to  I  rendering  leather  water  proof,  without  injuriiig  its 


in  use,  of 


ture  or  pliability. 


A  silver  medal. 


.  i  silver  medal. 

102.  For  the  best  samples  of   mlled  drab  cloth,  to    exhibited 
measure  not  less  than  forty-five  indies  wide,  price  not  j       j22 
to  exceed  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  yard,  and  not 
less  than  five  piects  to  be  exhibited.  1 

A  silver  medal. 

103.  For  the  best  samples  of  red  and  green  baize, 
hot  less  than  five  pieces  to  be  exhibited. 

A  silver  medal. 

104.  For  the  best  article  for  Negro  clothing,  made 
of  cotton,  twilled,  at  least  thirty  inches  wide,  five  pieces 
to  be  exhibited.  A  silver  medal. 

105.  For  the  best  sample  of  ingrain  carpeting,  thirty- 
six  inches  wide,  not  less  than  sixty  yards  to  be  exhi- 
bited. A  silver  medal. 

106.  For  the  best  sample  of  Venietian  carpeting, twen- 
ty-seven (ir  thirty  six  inches  wide,  not  less  than  sixty 
yards  to  be  exhibited.  A  silver  medal. 

107.  For  the  best  sample  of  Brussels  carpeting,  not 
less  than  forty  yards  to  be  exhibited 


A  full  account  of  the  process,  with  samples  of  the 
leather  in  its  unprepared  and  prepared  state,  to  be  pro- 
duced to  the  Institute. 

115.  For  the  best  perspective  drawing  of  machinery, 
by  a  pupil  of  the  drawing  school  of  the  Institute  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  A  silver  medal. 

116.  For  the  best  carving  in  wood  of  any  enriched 
border  or  ornament,  from  the  carver's  own  design. 

A  silver  medal. 

117.  To  the  maker  of  the  best  cop.al  varnish  for 
coach  bodies,  not  less  tlum  three  gallons  to  be  depo- 
sited, to  be  tested  by  twelve  months'  use. 

A  silver  medal. 

118.  For  the  best  specimen  of  coach  steps,  uniting 
linhtne-s  and  durability,  not  less  than  half  a  dozen  Sfts 
to  be  exhibited.  A  silver  medal. 

119.  For  the  best  specimen  of  axles  for  carria,!,'es, 
uniting  safetv,  simplicity,  and  the  capability  of contain- 
inir  oii.  and  economy  of  cost,  price  to  be  marked  on 
j,,^em.  A  silver  medal. 

120.  For  the  best  specimens  of  coach  springs  em- 
bracing liirhlness,  beauty  of  lorm,  and  strength. 

°    "  A  silver  medal. 

121  For  the  best  specimens  of  black  fur  hats,  the 
price  not  to  exceed  six  dollaars,  and  five  hniidred  to  be 
furnished  at  the  same  price  if  required;  six  hats  to  be 


A  silver  medal. 
For  the  best  specimens  of  black   fur  hats,  the 
price  not  to  exceed  four  dollars.     Five  hundred  to  be 
furnished  at  the  same  price,  if  required,   six  hats  to  be 
exhibited.  -^  «''^'"-  "'"^'''■ 

123    For  the  best  specimen  of  marble  mantels,  com- 
bining chastity  of  design  with  '"P^''''°'''^y  ^?j[^^"^^g7"" 

124.  For  the  best  piece  ot  carving  in  marble. 

A  silver  medal,  and  a  premium  of  the  value  of  twenty 


A  silver  medal.      \ 

lOS.  For  the  best  sample  of  three  point  blankets,  in  i 

imitation  of  the  Mackinaw  blankets,  to  measure  not  less 

than   six  feet   six  inches  long,  by  five  feet  six  inches) 

Vol,,  XV.  44 


125.  For  the  second  besn 
A  premium  of  the  value  of  fifteen  dollars. 

126.  For  the  third  best. 
A  premium  of  the  value  ten  dollars. 

127.  For  the  fourth  best.  ,...;. 
A  premium  of  the  value  of  five  dollars. 

128.  For  the  best  Urn  in  marble.  f°>-*  ^"""U'^"^- 
A  silver  medal  and  a  premium  of  the  value  of  fifteen 

dollars. 


29.  For  the  second  best-  , 

.}  premium  of  the  value  often  dolla 
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130.  For  the  third  best.      , 

A  premium  of  the  value  of  five  dollars. 
In  the  above,  the  quaUty  of  the   marble  to  be  taken 
into  consideration. 

131.  For  the  best  specimen  of  letter  cutting. 

A  silver  medal  and  a  premium  of  the  value  of  fifteen 
dollars. 

132.  For  the  second  best. 

A  premium  of  the  value  of  ten  dollars. 

133.  For  the  third  best. 

yl  premium  of  the  value  of  Jive  dollars. 

134.  For  the  fourth  best. 

A  premium  of  the  value  of  Jive  dollars. 

135.  For  the  fifth  best. 

A  premium  of  the  value  of  Jive  dollars. 


Not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  letters  to  be  ex- 
hibited, ill  equal  proportions  of  the  three  different  kinds 
in  general  use,  about  one  half  to  be  capitals. 

In  all  cases  the  time  the  competitors  have  been  at  the- 
trade,  will  be  taken  into  consideration  by  the  commit- 
tee in  awarding  the  Premiums. 

The  above  premiums  from  No.  124  to  135  both  in- 
clusive, are  offered  at  ihe  request  of  the  Stone  Cutters. 
Company  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia.  The 
competition  will  be" confined  to  the  apprentices  of  the 
members  of  that  society,  who  will  pay  tlie  premiums 
awarded  in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  most  to  the 
interest  of  the  successful  competitors.  The  Franklift 
Institute  furnishing  the  silver  medals. 


METEOROLOGICAL  REGISTER. 

Extract  fiom  the  Meteorological  Register,  tatcen  at  the  Stale  Capital — Harrisburg,  Pennsylvarna. 
Bi  James  Wright,  Librarian. 

OCTOBER,  1834. 
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54 
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58 
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63 
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Cloudy  day 
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96 
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57 
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26 
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62 
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10 
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Cloudy— rain 
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5( 

55 

50 
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Rainy  day 
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76 

8C 

79 
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Clear  day 
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4C 

5 

51 

47 

7t 

80 

9C 
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3f 

4 

4£ 

43 
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4 
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W 
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3- 

4 

4. 

42 

n 

10 

K 

10 

E 

Cloudy  day 
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i' 

4 

5C 

47 

10'         10 

IC 
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E 
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Thermometer. 

Barometer. 
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7C 
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41 
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29 
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. 
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REPORTS   ON  CITY   RAIL  ROAD. 

(Concluded  from  page  335.) 

Mn.  Stuicklasd's  Rkport. 

To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  bi/  Councils  on 

the  subject  of  TramuuiySf  S^c. 

GenUemen, — In  conformity  witli  ihe  resolution  of 
the  Board,  requiring  a  communication  from  me  on  llie 
best  means  of  conveying  mi.rcliandize  .between  the 
wharves  and  the  Broad  street  Rail  Road,  and  on  the 
best  route  anJ  mttrrijis  for  the  construct  on  of  the 
same,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  for  your  considera- 
tion, the  following  pi  in  and  estimate  upon  which  tliis 
important  oliject  m.iy  be  obtained  upon  a  scale  com- 
mensurate witli  the  facilities  required  by  the  merchants 
and  traders  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

Upon  the  most  minute  and  strict  examination  of  the 
documents  furnished  by  the  City  Surveyor,  and  trans- 
mUted  to  me  by  the  Secrciary  of  the  Buard,  I  have 
been  enabled  to  ascertain  tlie  grade  of  the  principal 
streets  from  the  River  Delaware  to  the  Schuylkill; 
from  these  it  appears,  that  the  ascents  and  descents  of 
the  east  and  west  streets,  do  not  exceed  fourteen 
inches  in  one  hundred  feet,  except  in  Walnut  and 
Chestnut  streets,  and  in  the  immediate  rise  from  both 
these  rivers  at  all  these  streets.  On  the  Delaware, 
Dock  and  Spruce  streets  afford  the  most  easy  grade  for 
a  Tram  or  Rail  Way;  and  on  the  Schuylkdl,  Market 
street  from  the  intersection  of  Ashton  street  to  the 
Broad  street  Rail  Way  is  most  regular  and  uniform  in 
its  ascending  grade.  The  descent  of  Market  street 
from  its  summit  at  Broad  street  to  the  intersection  of 
Delaware  Fourth  si  reet,  is,  with  one  trifling  exception, 
less  than  one  foot  in  one  hundred  feet.  From  Kotirth 
to  Third  streets,  the  ascent  is  about  seventeen  inches 
in  the  one  hundred  feet,  and  h-ora  the  junctron  of  Mar- 
ket and  Third  streets,  the  descent  to  Dock  street  is 
about  fourteen  inches  to  the  one  hundred  feet,  and 
from  Dock  street  and  Third  to  the  Drawbiidge  lot  and 
landing,  the  descent  is  but  eleven  feet  in  about  two 
thousand.  It  appears,  upon  a  review  of  these  various 
grades  of  the  streets  running  in  an  east  and  west  di- 
rection, that,  with  the  exception  of  .Spruce  street  cn 
the  Delaware  front,  the  best  route  for  a  communica- 
tion between  the  wharves  and  the  Broad  street  Rail 
Road  is  from  the  Drawbridge  up  Dock  to  Tliitd,  u]) 
Third  to  Market,  and  up  Market  to  tiie  Broad  street 
Rail  Way,  and  from  thence  along  Market  to  Ashton 
street  on  the  Schuylkill  front;  all  other  approaches 
from  the  Delaware  being  considered  too  precipitous 
for  the  ascent  or  descent  of  burtlien-cars,  without  the 
use  of  fixed  machinery,  brakes,  or  clogs. 

As  to  tlie  best  means  of  conveying  merchandize 
along  any  route  connected  with  the  Broad  street  R.iil 
Way,  it  IS  obvious  that  a  continuation  of  the  same  plan 
of  rails,  to  which  all  the  cars  are  adapted,  would  beat- 
tended  with  the  least  inconvenience  or  expense.  The  in 
troduction  of  Tram  Ways,  or  long  flat  stone  jointed 
together,  would  require  an  aUer.itionjn  the  form  of  the 
car  wheels;  the  flange  must  be  increased  in  breadth, 
and  formed  into  a  tire  of  larger  diameter  tlian  that 
which  now  traverses  the  R.ail  Ways.  The  idea  of  form- 
ing Tram  Ways,  was  suggested  by  several  gentlemen 
some  time  ago,  as  an  expedient  to  get  rid  ot  any  inter- 
ference with  tlve  passage  of  ordinary  wagons  and  mar- 
ket cars  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  market  houses, 
thereby  making  this  great  avenue  equally  eligible  to 
ail  kinds  of  travelling  and  trade.  However  desirable 
this  object  may  be,  and  the  introduction  of  Tram  Ways 
would  be  the  best  means  of  promoting  and  keeping  up 
the  present  intercourse  witliout  much  interruption,  it  is 
beyond  the  means  afforded,  either  l}y  Tram  or  Rail 
Ways,  to  carry  into  effect  tlie  great  object  of  the  mer. 
chants  and  traders  in  the  conveyance  of  goods  and 
merchandize  along  Market  street,  while  the  present 
Market  houses  are  permitted  to  occupy  this  street. 


Take  down  tlie  market  houses  and  the  whole  course 
is  clear  for  a  permanent  and  useful  continuitiou  of  the 
Broad  street  Rail  Way  from  river  to  river.  The  busi- 
ness of  Market  street  has  increased  to  such  an  amount 
as  to  demand  this  sacrifice,  if  it  can  be  properly  tio 
called;  at  any  rate,  I  belfeve,  tliere  are  very  few  ot  our 
fellow  citizens  who  are  not  strongly  impressed  with 
the  conviction  that  these  buildings  are  a  serious  obsta- 
cle to  the  city's  interest  in  her  daily  increasing  trade  to 
the  West. 

The  establishment  of  market  places  elsewhere,  by 
an  oidinanccof  Councils,  with  the  cunsejit  of  owners 
of  properly  at  a  fair  valuation  for  damages  in  pai  titular 
places  would  undoubtedly  have  the  effect  to  increase 
the  value  of  all  the  ground  fronting  on  the  market 
places,  and  this  increase  of  v.alue  would,  in  every  in- 
stance, be  a  full  equivalent  for  the  surrender  of  a  few 
feet  to  tills  object,  and  for  tlie  re-construction  of  the 
buildings  fronting  thereon. 

Upon  this  esiimate,  however,  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners may  form  a  better  calculation  than  I  can  now 
pretend  to;  there  is  one  f.ict  very  clear,  that  is,  it  the 
existence  of  market  houses  in  Market  street  has  had 
any  thmg  to  do  with  enhancing  the  value  of  property 
on  that  street,  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  their  existence 
any  where  else  would  have  the  same  effect;  in  all  which 
calculations,  I  lake  it  for  granted,  that  their  removal 
from  Market  street  would,  at  this  period  of  its  abundant 
trade,  secure  great  facilities  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
city  hy  allbrding  a  free  and  uninterrupted  passage  of 
the  Rail  Way  from  Broad  street  to  the  warehouses  on 
this  street,  and  along  the  wharves  of  tlit  Delaware 
front. 

In  the  event  of  the  removal  of  the  Market  houses 
meeting  the  approbation  of  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers, I  propose  for  their  consideration  the  following 
route  and  construction  of  Rail  Way,  viz:  to  curve  the 
Broad  street  Rai!  Way  into  Market  street  -with  four 
separate  tracks,  two  tracks  six  feel  apart  on  the  centre 
or  crown  of  the  street,  and  two  tracks,  one  of  which  is 
to  be  laid  within  five  feet  of  the  curb  stone  one  each 
.side  of  the  way.  Tlie  foot  p.avements  to  be  increased 
five  feet  more  in  width.  In  every  square  throughout 
the  route,  a  lurn-vut  should  be  formed  from  iheparis, 
on  each  side  of  the  centre  or  crown  of  the  street,  lead- 
ing from  and  into  the  track  near  the  curb  to  the  track 
on  each  side  of  the  centre;  in  other  words,  branch 
tracks  from  the  riglit  and  left,  on  each  side  of  the  cen- 
tral Rail  Way=. 

These  rails  to  be  edge  rails  of  the  usual  construction, 
composeil  of  wrought  iron,  fixed  by  chains  upon  stone 
blocks,  at  the  distance  of  three  feet  apart;  the  top  of 
the  rail  to  be  flush  or  level  with  the  sur'ace  of  the  peb- 
ble pavement,  and  protected  on  each  side  in  a  longi- 
liidlnal  direction  by  granite  flagstone  of  one  foot  in 
width;  these  stones  are  to  be  "laid  close  to  the  rail  on 
the  outsde  ofthe  tracks,  and  from  two  to  three  inches 
distance  from  the  rails  on  the  inside,  so  as  to  allow 
sufficient  play  for  the  dip  of  the  flange  of  the  car 
wheels. 

The  cost  of  laying  this  kind  of  a  track,  from  the 
Broad  street  Rail  Way  down  Market  street  to  Third, 
down  Third  ft)  Dock,  and  down  Dock  street  to  Ihe 
Drawbridge  wharf,  together  with  the  continuation  of 
the  track  from  Broad  street  along  Market  to  Ashton 
street  near  the  Schuylkill,  will  amount  to  ^270,000.— 
I  his  estimate  also  includes  a  continu.ation  of  the  tracks 
in  Market  street  from  Third  to  a  point  at  the  west  side 
of  Front  street,  where  I  propose  to  fix  pivots  for  the 
return  of  the  cars  towards  Broad  street,  so  as  to  enable 
the  traders,  situated  on  the  w  hole  extent  of  Market 
street,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  same  means  of  con- 
veying their  merchandize  to  and  from  their  ware- 
houses. 

As  the'  descent  is  too  great  at  Mnket  street  from 
Front  to  Delaware  Avenue,  I  propose  to  branch  Ihe 
Hail   Way   a'ong  the  river  front  from  th^   Drawbridge 
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wharf,  north  and  south  to  Vine  street  and  to  Soutli 
street.  This  portion  of  the  road  to  have  but  two 
tracks  laid  parallel  with  each  other,  at  the  distance  of 
five  feet  apait.  The  open  space  at  the  Drawbridge 
wharf  will  be  toiind  exceedingly  convenient  for  branches 
and  iurn-ovts,  and  for  the  establishment  of  machines  lor 
weighing  the  cars  and  their  burthens.  If  a  depot  is 
necessary  at  a'l,  this  is  the  best  possible  position  for  its 
location,' particularly  so,  if  the  wharves  are  planned  for 
the  reception  of  steamboats.  My  own  views,  however, 
are,  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  establish  any  gene- 
ral depot — the  facilities  which  would  be  afforded  by 
the  passage  of  the  Rail  'Way  along  the  proposed  route  | 
would  make  every  merchant's  store  a  depot,  and  there- 
by save  much  labour  and  expense.  j 

The  public  lot  near  the  Drawbridge  may  be  very  ad- 
vantageously converted  into  convenient  scites  for  ware- 
houses, for  the  purpose  of  storing  goods;  suitable 
buildings  put  up,  at  the  cost  of  the  city,  to  rent  out, 
would  serve  all  the  purposes  of  a  depot. 

The  importance  of  the  great  spare  at  the  Drawbridge 
to  the  route  of  the  Rail  Way  along  the  wharves  of  the 
city,  on  the  Delaware  front,  is  of  the  highest  character, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  the  only  point  on  the  river  where  a 
rail  road  track  could  be  conveniently  and  properly  di- 
verged into  the  contemplated  avenue  along  the  Dela- 
ware. The  avenue,  when  completed,  will  have  an 
outlet  of  easy  grade  into  Dock  street,  and  through  this 
wide  street,  in  the  shortest  duectiou  to  Market  street. 
In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  add,  that  the  construction 
of  a  Rail  Way  in  any  other  street  than  Market  street, 
for  the  conveyance  of  merchandize  between  the  wharves 
and  the  Broad  street  Rail  Road,  would  be  entirely  out 
of  place,  and  destructive  to  the  established  business 
transactions  of  the  city,  as  well  as  the  peace  and  pri- 
vate comforts  of  the  more  retired  residents.  Market 
street  is  now,  and  always  must  continue  lo  be, through- 
out its  whole  length  from  river  to  river,  a  great  store- 
house, a  traus-atlantic  and  Western  Depot,  and  there- 
fore the  greatest  space  is  required  lor  the  handling  and 
^ransporting  of  heavy  wares  and  merchandize. 
With  great  respect,  gentlemen, 

I  am  your  obedient  servant,  . 
WILLIAM  STRICKLAND. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MINORnV. 
The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  members  of  the 
Commissioners,  appointed  by  Councils  "to  enquire 
into  the  best  means  of  conveying  merchandize  from  the 
wharves  lo  the  Broad  street  Rail  Road,"  Sec,  dissent  to 
so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Board,  adopted  by  the 
Commissioners  and  signed  by  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary, as  recommends  a  temporary  route  down  Eighth  to 
'Walnut,  and  down  Walnut  to  Dock  streets,  because 
great  detriment  will  thereby  accrue  to  the  property, 
both  public  and  private, throughout  the  whole  course  of 
the  contemplated  temporary  route.  The  pubic  squares 
fronting  on  Walnut  street,  will  no  longer  be  a  safe  and 
pleasant  resort  for  the  citizens,  especially  to  the  yocmg. 
Private  dwellings  must  become  temporary  places  ior 
business,  to  the  annoyance  of  families.  The  scite  on 
which  the  prison  now  stands  c.annnt  be  disposed  cf  for 
private  residences  so  long  as  a  Rail  way  passes  in  front 
of  it,  nor  for  stands  for  business,  so  long  as  Walnut 
street  route  is  merely  temporary.  In  lieu  thereof,  they 
beg  respectfully  to  recommend  to  Councils,  to  contin- 
ue a  single  track  on  each  side  of  the  Market  houses 
from  Eighth  street  eastward,  which  may  be  so  laid 
down  as  to  form  the  side  or  branch  tracks  contemplat- 
ed throughout  the  permanent  route  when  the  Market 
houses  shall  have  been  removed,  thus  the  whole  cost 
of  the  temporary  way  will  be  saved  lo  the  city.  In  all 
other  parts  of  the  report  they  fully  concur. 
Respectfidly  submitted, 

W.    W.    McMAIN, 
JOHN  R.   LATIMER, 
JAMES  I50GGS. 
Philadelphia,  May  14th,  1835. 


REPORT  OF  SYLVESTER  WELCH,  ENGINEER. 

To  Samuel  Jones,  Esq. 

Superintendent  of  the  Western  D' vision  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Canal  and  Allegheny  Portage  Rail  Road. 

Sin: — In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Board  of  Canal  Ccmmiss'oners,  dated  Sep- 
tember 2Ist  1833,  directing  the  engineer  lo  communi- 
cate such  information  from  his  department  as  might  be 
required,  relative  to  the  Western  Division  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Canal  and  Allegheny  Portage  Rail  road.  I  - 
have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the 
Board  the  following  report. 

The  first  track  including  the  second  one,  upon  the 
inclined  planes,  and  for  the  requisite  number  of  turn- 
outs is  now  nearly  finished.  The  work  yet  remaining 
to  be  done,  is  the  laying  of  a  part  of  the  rails  on  seven 
of  the  sections,  making  in  the  aggregate,  a  distance  of 
about  two  miles.  The  stone  blocks  and  timber  are  prin- 
cipally laid  upon  this  distance,  and  ready  to  receive  the 
iron.  The  engines  and  machinery  are  finished,  or  very 
nearly  so,  and  principally  delivered  at  the  inclined 
planes:  the  contractors  are  now  engaged  in  putting 
them  up.  The  ropes  are  all  dtlivered  at  Hollidaysburg 
and  ready  for  use.  A  statement,  in  detail  ot  each  part 
of  the  work,  is  given  below. 

The  following  tables  shewing  the  grades,  the  horizon- 
tal curvature  of  the  rail  raod,  and  the  length,  height, 
and  inclination  of  the  inclined  planes,  were  inserted  in 
my  report  of  last  year. 

They  are  inserted  here,  to  avoid  the  inconvenience 
of  a  reference  to  that  report. 
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1  he  following  table  exhibits  the  profile  or  grade  of 
the  Portage  rail  road.  The  first  and  second  columns 
show  the  numbers  of  the  stations  between  which  the 
grade  lies — the  third  column,  the  ascent  to  the  summit 
of  the  mountain,  and  descent  from  the  summit  in  one 
hundred  feet — the  fourth,  the  ascent,  &.c.  per  mile — the 
fifth,  the  length  in  miles  of  each  grade — the  sixth,  the 
distance  in  miles  from  the  lower  end  of  the  basin  at 
Johnstown — the  seventh,  the  total  ascent  from  the  basin 
at  Johnstown  to  the  summit  of  the  mountain,  and  total 
descent  from  the  summit  to  the  basin  at  Hollidaysburg. 
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TABLE  OF  GRADES. 

Ascent    per 

Ascent  per 

Distance   in 

Dist'ce  from 

Ascent  from 

From  No. 

To  No. 

no    feet. 

mile. 

miles. 

Jolmslown- 

Johnstown. 

1 

9 

0.00 

0.00 

0.19 

0-19 

.00 

9 

138 

0.50 

26.40 

2.44 

2.63 

64.50 

r38 

215 

0.48 

25.344 

1.46 

4.09 

101  46 

215 

217 

0.00 

0.000 

0.04 

4.13 

217 

233 

10.00 

0.30 

4.43 

251.46 

Inclin'd  plane  no.  1. 

233 

234 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

4.45. 

Level. 

234 

409 

0  20 

10.56 

3.31 

7.76 

286.46 

409 

602 

0.40 

21.12 

3.66 

11.42 

363.66 

602 

676 

0.15 

7.92 

1.40 

1282 

374.76 

676 

897 

0.28 

14.784 

419 

17.01 

436.64 

897 

919 

0.20 

10.56 

0.42 

17.43 

441.04 

919 

922 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

17.49 

Level. 

992 

93  2i 

8  00 

0.33 

17.82 

573.44 

Inclin'd  plane  no.  2- 

939  i 

942i 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

17.88 

Level. 

942i 

1015 

0.20 

10.56 

1.37 

19.25 

587.94 

1015 

1018 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

19-31 

Level. 

1018 

1033 

0.28 

19.59 

718.44 

Inclin'd  plane  no.3. 

1033 

1036 

0.00 

0.00 

o!o6 

19.65 

Level. 

1036 

1130 

0.20 

10.56 

1.78 

21-43 

737.24 

1130 

1133 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

21.49 

Level. 

1133 

1155 

0.42 

21.91 

925.10 

Inclin'd  plane  no.4. 

1155 

1158 

0  00 

0.00 

0.06 

21.97 

Level. 

1158 

1287 

0.20 

10.56 

2.44 

24.41 

950.90 

] 

1287 

1290 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

24-47 

Level. 

1290 

1316 

0  49 

24.96 

1152.54 

Inclined  plane no.5. 

1316 

1319 

0.00 

0.00 

0  06 

25-02 

Level. 

1319 

1387 

0.28 

14.784 

1.29 

26.31 

1171.58 

1387 

1401 

0.00 

1                0.00 

0.27 

26.58 

Summit  level. 

Des't.     per 

Descent  per 

Distance  in  I 

)ist'ce  from 

descent  from 

From  No. 

To  No. 

100  feet. 

mile. 

miles.       J 

ohnstown. 

Johnstow  n. 

iiclin'd  plane  no.  6. 

1401 

1428 

10.25 

0.51 

27.09 

266.50 

1428 

1436 

0.00 

0.00 

0.15 

27.24 

Level. 

1436 

1463 

10.25 

0.51 

27-75 

527.00 

nclin'd  plane  no.  7. 

1463 

1466 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

27-81 

Level. 

1466 

1495 

0.20 

10.56 

0.51 

2832 

532.40 

1495 

1498 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

28  38 

Level. 

1498 

1529 

10.25 

0.58 

28-96 

840.40 

Inclin'd  plane  no.  8. 

1529 

1532 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

29  02 

Level. 

1532 

1592 

0.20 

1056 

1.13 

30.15 

852.40 

1592 

1595 

0.00 

O.GO 

0.06 

30-21 

Level. 

1595 

1622 

7.25 

0.51 

30.72 

1041.90 

Inclin'd  plane  no.  9. 

1622 

1625 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

30  78 

Level. 

1625 

1712 

0.34 

17-952 

1.64 

32.42 

1071.48 

1712 

1715 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

32.48 

Level. 

1715 

1738 

0.43 

32.91 

1252.00 

Inchn'dplaneno.lO. 

1738 

1741 

0.00 

0.00 

0.06 

32-97 

Level. 

1741 

1836 

1.00 

52.80 

1  80 

34-77 

1346.00 

1836 

1902 

0.67 

35.376 

1.25 

36.02 

1390.22 

1902 

1907 

0.00 

0.00 

0.09 

36-11 

Level. 

1907 

1920 

0.67 

35.376 

0.25              56.36     1 

1398-71 

1920 

1935 

0.00 

0.00 

0.29              36.65     1 

Level. 

A  table  sliev 

■ing  the  inc 

inatioii,  the  length  measured  horizontally,  the  length 
ndred  feet,  and  the  height  or  difference  of  level,  bet 

measured  on  th 

e  planes,  the  ascent 

or  descen 

per  one  hu 

ween  the  head 

and  foot  of  the  in- 

cllned  pla 

1 

lorizontal      1 

.ength  of  In-    Total  rise  in 

Rise  per     i 

Vngle   of  Inch 

No. 

S 

action. 

Length.       c 

lined   planes.'          feet. 

100  feet. 

nation. 

Kemarks. 

1 

7 

1600.50 

1607.74 

150.00 

10 

5°  42'  38" 

2 

24 

1755.32 

1760.43 

132.40 

8 

4°  34'  26" 

3 

27 

1473.70 

14S0.25 

130.50 

9.5 

5°  25'  36" 

* 

4 

30 

2187.74 

2195.94 

187.86 

9 

5°     8'  34" 

5 

34 

2620.82 

2628.60 

201.64 

8 

4°  34'     6" 

6 

36 

2700.52  - 

2713-85 

266.50 

10.25 

5°  51'     9" 

7 

37 

2641.98 

2655.01 

260.50 

10.25 

5°  51'     9" 

38 

3101.49 

3116.90 

307.60 

10.25 

5°  51'     9" 

9 

40 

2714.05 

2720.80 

189.50 

7.25 

4°     8'  48" 

10 

42 

2288.46             2295.61     1 

181.52 

3.25 

4°  42'  58" 
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The  descent  of  the  Inclined  Planes  is  regular,  from 
the  top  to  a  point  two  hunded  feet  from  ihe  foot. 

Tiie  descent  per  one  hundred  feet  is  represented  in 
the  sixth  column  of  the  above  table.  The  descent 
in  Ihe  remaining  two  hundred  feet,  is  the  same  as  in  the 
hundred  feet  above. 

Gradina. 

The  following  (able  shows  the  length  in  feet  of  each 
se  ction;  the  amount  of  the  final  estimate  and  the  origi- 
nal estimated  cost. 


4300 

S7086  39 

2600 

7257  93i 

3500 

2357  754 

2600 

5067  38 

3000 

2454  374 

5300 

16,483  514 

4200 

68,777  22 

4000 

5537  854 

3800 

7607  17 

5100 

5474  194 

3800 

25,794  31 

3900 

7987  79 

3000 

4858  41 

4700 

4503  52 

5900 

12,279  12 

4100 

8668  19 

2700 

6228  03 

3800 

6494  604 

3200 

2849  49 

3500 

10,951  23 

4700 

8126  90 

5600 

10,906  32 

3400 

6689  66 

3400 

70e>5   57 

2700 

2593  424 

4300 

5950  15 

3700 

23,985  35 

3100 

4170  OOJ 

4200 

13,702  75 

3600 

20,104  16 

4400 

5842  15 

4900 

3833  83 

3400 

2722  85 

4300 

13,276  744 

5000 

6007  59 

5400 

14,853  29 

4500 

23,454  21 

5700 

14,8.37  12 

5900 

15,611  364 

3900 

6369  43 

5500 

7571  044 

5400 

13,311  86 

5100 

5914  34 

4900 

5511  80 

4903 

9073  69 

4700 

4806  50 

%  3 


§8099  70 
6440  784 
2706  80 
5164  7o 
2801  24 

16,639  49 

47,019  29 
5886  59 
7144  45 
5494  80 

26,822  01 
7430  08 
4225  16 
5761  504 

11,033  70 
9344  34 
5576  36 
7849  35 
2974  954 
9530  53 
7657  664 
9189  03 
6151  23 
8238  79 
2836  14 
6421  10 

22,269  57 
3822  514 

14,966  80 

19,416  15 
6423  50 
2969  80 
3497  80 

13,790  40 
6470  634 
9250  06 

14,957  94 

14,564  40 

13,752  40 
6460  20 
9098  024 

12,954  18 
4581  70 
5497  75 
8473  40 
2516  50 


four  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and  fifly- 
seven  cents  more  than  the  estimate  given  in  my  report 
[  of  November  1st,  1832. 

The  contracts  for  grading  the  Portage  Kail  road,  are 
j  all  completed  except  section  No.  37,  and  final  estimates 
;  have  been    reported  to  the  superintendent.     The  high 
:  embankment  on  section  No.  37,  at    the  inclined  plane, 
I  which  was  principally  made  during  the  dry  part  of  the 
summer,   .settled   very   considerably,   during  the   first 
heavy  rain,  and  caused  the  slope  wall  on  the  outside  to 
give  way.   The  contract  not  being  finished  at  the  time, 
it  wiis  deemed  advis.able  to  retain  the  contractor  tore- 
build  the  slope  w.all  and  raise  the  embankments-     The 
latter  is   built  up  high  enough  to  receive  the   rail  way 
superstructure.      The  wall  is  nearly  rebuilt  as  far  as  is 
requisite  for  the  protection  of  the  bank  this  season. 

The  aggregate  expense  of  grading,  does  not  vary 
materially  from  the  estimated  cost  given  in  my  report 
of  November  1st,  1832,  and  falls  short  of  the  original 
estimate,  tweniy-eight  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-seven  dollars  and  two  cents.  The  cost  of  sec- 
tions No.  36,  and  37,exceeds  the  e.'itimate  of  last  year. 
The  expense  of  the  former  was  increased  by  extra 
work  upon  a  part  of  the  turnpike  road,  the  location  of 
which  was  cha:>ged  and  the  road  made  new,  where  it 
crosses  inclined  plane,  No.  7,  and  the  latter  by  an  in- 
j  crease  in  the  quantity  of  slope  wall,  and  the  repairing 
of  that  which  gave  way.  Some  of  the  other  sections 
exceed  the  estimate  of  last  year,  but  the  exceoS  in  all 
does  not  much  exceed  the  seven  per  cent,  added  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  contingent  or  incidental  work- 
j  The  masonry  is  all  finished.  Final  estimates  have 
been  reported  to  the  superintendent  for  three  of  the 
'  viaducts,  viz:  one  over  the  Ebensburg  branch  of  the 
Little  Conemaugh;  one  over  the  mountain  branch  of 
i  the  Little  Conemaugh,  and  one  over  the  Beaver  Dam 
\  branch  of  the  Juniata.  The  remaining  one  over  the 
I  Little  Conemaugh,  at  the  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  is  finished, 
\  with  the  exception  of  part  of  railing.  The  final  esti- 
1  mate  of  this,  will  correspond,  in  amount,  with  the  esti- 
'  male  put  down  below,  as  there  is  no  work  to  be  done 
I  that  will  alter  or  change  it. 


§472,162  59i    $434,173  17| 
Allowed  for  contingencies  in  original 


Original  estimated  cost  of  grading,         ^P'-^^  ^'^i 

§27,136  55i 
Making  the  cost  of  the  sections,  twenty-seven  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  fifty-five  and  three- 
fourth  cents  less  than  the  original  estimated  cost,  and 
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1 

I 
1 
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f 

Viaduct  over  the  Horse  Shoe  bend. 
Viaduct  over  the  Ebensburg  bend, 
Viaduct  over  the  mountain  branch, 
Viaduct  over  the  Beaver  dam  btancli, 

7  per  cent,  al 

1 

80  ft. 

40 

40 
2  spans 
of33ft. 

owed  in 

Id 

1   .£  °S§ 

6   S 

54,562  24 
8,828  054 
6,845  00 

9,262  514 

79,755  81 
1  estimate, 

■  < 

Ongmal   esii-I 
mated  cost  in-' 
eluding  7  per 
ct.forcontg's. 

49,760  00 
9,079  80 
6,624  50 

9,262  50 

$74,726  80 
5,230  874 

79,957  674 
79,755  81 
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The  bridge  for  the  turnpike  road  on  section  No.  36, 
the  only  one  built  upon  the  r.iil  road  purposely  for  a 
road  bridge,  except  tlie  draw  bridges  at  Conemaiigli, 
is  finished  and  reported  final.  The  cost  compared  with 
the  original  estimate,  stands  as  follows: 
Cost  of  bridge,  §2,327  44 

Original  estimated  cost,  including   7  per 

cent.  1,284  00 

Sl>043  44 

M.iking  one  thousand  and  forly-three  dollars  and 
forty-four  cents  more  than  the  original  estimate.  The 
principal  cause  of  this  increase  in  expense,  was  a 
change  in  the  plan  to  a  skew-bridge,  in  order  to  avoid 
an  inconvenient  bend  in  the  turnpike  road  on  a  steep 
hill. 

Final  estimates  have  been  reported  for  work  done  i 
under  all  the  contracts  for  building  culverts.  There  1 
are  sixty-eight  of  these,  twenty-eight  of  three  feet  span,  , 
seven  of  four  feet,  six  of  fire  feet,  one  of  six  feet, 
four  of  seven  feet,  two  of  eight  feet,  five  of  ten  feet, 
three  of  twelve  feet,  three  of  fourteen  feet,  two  of  six- 
teen feet,  four  of  eighteen  feet,  one  of  twenty  feet,  and  I 
two  of  twenty-five  feet  span.  The  cost  of  culverts  j 
compared  with  the  original  estimate,  is  as  fallows: 
Original  estimated  cost   including   seven  | 

per  cent,  for  contingencies,  §36,965  16 

Aggregate   cost   of  the   sixty-eight  cid- 

verts,  34,319  r>9J 

Making  the  cost  less  than  the  original  es- 
timate, by  S2,645  76i 

There  are  eighty-seven  drains  or  culverts,  built  of 
dry  masonry,  from  two  to  three  feet  square.  They 
were  built  by  the  contractors  for  sections,  and  the  cost 
of  each  will  be  found  in  the  tabular  statement  number- 
ed 1.  These,  with  the  culverts  and  viaducts,  make 
one  hundred  and  fifty  nine  passages  for  water,  under 
the  rail  road. 

The  expenses  for  grading  and  masonry  are  as  fol- 
lows. 

For  grading,  .  §472,162  59  J 

For  masonry,  .  .  116,402  64J 

588,565  24 
Original   estimate   of   grading    and    ma- 
sonry, 617,505  98 

Making  actual  cost  less  than  the  original 
estimate,  §28,940  74 

(  To  be  concluded. ) 


case,  that  all  hands  heretofore  employed  by  us  shall  be 
discharged,  and  not  sguin  employed  by  either  of  us. 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  ourselves,  to  the  utmost 
extent  to  protect  those  labourers  in  their  persons  and 
property  from  assault  or  violence,  who  do  return  to 
their  work  tomorrow  morning,  on  the  terms  offered  to 
them. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  26lh  inst.  and 
the  above  proceedings  to  be  published  in  hand-bills, 
and  circulated  on  the  Schuylkill,  this  afternoon,  sub- 
scribed with  the  names  of  all  the  Trade. 


Blight,  Wallace  &  Co. 

John  White,  President  Del- 
aware Coal  Co, 

Jacob  Serrill, 

A.J.  Bolton  &  Co. 

Nehgh,  Bull  &  Co. 

Johnson  &  Franklin, 

T.    M.     Bryan    President, 
North  American  Co, 

George  C-  Hale, 

B.  H.  Springer, 

S,    L.  Bradford,  Secretar) 
and    Treasurer,     Little 
Schuylkill  Rail  Road  and 
Navigation  Co. 
Philadelphia,  May  27,  1835 


mith  &  Boulden, 
Charles  Humphreys  &  Co. 
West,   Hodgson  &  Co. 
S.  S.  Williams, 
J.  W.  Downing, 
G.  B.  Claxton, 
Alfred  Lawton, 
Bonsall  &.  Rlvoudt, 
J.  Blackston, 
J.  S.  Silver, 
Sam'l  B.  Reeve  &  Co. 
Joshua  Bunting  &  Co. 
J.  S.  Keen, 
Conrad  Grove. 


DAILY  LABOURERS. 

At  a  meeting  of  Merchants  on  the  Schuylkill,  at  the 
Exchange  on  the  26th  inst.  it  was 

Resolved,  1  hat  we  pledge  ourselves  not  to  employ 
labourers  to  work  by  the  day,  on  the  Schuylkill,  unless 
they  will  agree  to  work  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  with  an 
allowance  of  one  hour  to  breakfast,  and  one  hour  to 
dinner,  until  the  1st  of  June;  and  from  and  after  that 
date,  one  hour  for  breakfast  and  two  hours  for  dinner, 
until  the  1st  of  September;  and  that  we  will  not  give 
exceeding  ONE  DOLLAR  per  day  for  labourers. 

And  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  held  this  day,  it  was 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  offer  made  to  the  labourers  on 
the  Schuylkill,  by  the  resolution  parsed  yesterday,  of 
allowing  ihem  two  hours  at  dinner,  from  and  after  the 
1st  of  June,  is  considered  by  the  meeting  as  just  and 
liberal;  and  that  unlesss  the  terms  offered  be  accepted 
by  the  labourers,  and  they  return  to  duty  at  the  re- 
spective yards,  by  to-morrow  morning,  then  and  in  that 


SOCIETY  FOR  THE  RELIEF  OF  DISTRESSED 
SHIP  MASTERS,  8cc. 
Abstract  of  the  accounts  of"  The  Society  for  the  Re- 
lief of  Poor  and  Distressed  Masters  of  Ships,  their  Wid- 
ows and  Chddren,"  being  a  summary  of  the  receipts 
and  payments,  from  the  30th  oi  Aprd,  1834,  to  the  oOtb 
April,  1835,  as  settled  by  a  Committee  of  the  Society, 
specially  appointed  for  that  purpose: — 

Cash,  Dn. 


To    balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer, 

Aprd,  30,  1834, 
Quarterly  payments  and  fines  received, 
Donations,   by  letters  left  in  the  Post 

Office, 
Interest  on  City  Loan, 

Do  State     do 

Dividends  from  the  banks. 

Do  Turnpike  road, 

Subscriptions  from  new  members. 
Interest  on  the  bequest  of  Stephen  Gi- 

rard, 
Interest  on  bequest  of  Elizabeth  Blair, 

Do  do  James  Kine, 

Do       on  note  with  collateral  security. 
Dividend  from  the   late   Bjnk   of  the 

United  States, 
Principal  of  a  note  received. 


§664  14 
109  80 

46  10 
196  00 
J, 134  36 
428  00 
24  00 
135  00 

585  00 

11   14 

58  50 

112  39 

12  30 
1,633  00 

§5,149  75 


By    Charities  paid  sundry  persons,                 §2,626  72 
Stock  in  bond  and  mortgage,                      1,868  00 
Balance  in  the  hands  of  tlie  Treasurer, 

viz:     Charities,                                              552  19 
Stock,                                                      61  40 
Contingent  Fund,                                 41  42 

§5.149  73 

E.  E.                 SAMUEL  VOLANS, 

Treasurer. 

Mav,  1835. 
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From  the  Centre  Democrat. 


On  the  morning  of  the  20th  inst.  in  this  borough, 
(Bellefonte)  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age,  ANDREW 
GREGG,  Esq. 

As  Mr.  Gregg  was  among  the  early  settlers  in  Penns 
Valley;  long  a  highly  respectable  inhabitant  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  for  many  years  known  as  a  public  man  in  Penn- 
sylvania, and  in  the  United  States,  a  brief  account  of  his 
career  is  only  a  just  tribute  to  worth. 

Andrew  Gregh  was  born  on  the  10th  of  June,  1755, 
on  his  father's  farm,  about  three  miles  northward  of  the 
then  town  of  Carlisle,  Cumberland  county,  Province  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  early  life  he  was  sent  to  a  Grammar 
school  in  that  town,  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Steel;  where  he  commenced  his  classical  education. — 
Some  time  in  the  year  1772,  he  was  entered  as  a  student 
in  the  Academy  of  New  Ark,  in  the  then  Province  of 
Delaware,  where  he  continued  several  years,  and  pass- 
ed through  a  regular  course  of  education,  which  was 
then  considered  among  the  best  schools  in  the  Middle 
Provinces.  From  New  Ark  Academy  he  went  to  Phila- 
delphia, where  he  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  of  the  lan- 
guages for  several  years  in  the  College,  and  also  for 
several  years  in  the  University,  when  that  institution 
went  into  oper.ition  in  that  city. 

In  the  year  1783,  Mr.  Gregg  having  saved  a  few  huti- 
■dred  dollars  from  his  salary  as  a  teacher,  changed  his 
situation  and  employment,  and  commenced  business  in 
the  world  as  a  storekeeper  in  Middletown,  Dauphin 
county,  in  this  State.  In  1787  he  married  a  daughter 
of  Gen.  Potter,  then  living  near  the  West  Branch  of 
the  Susquehanna,  in  Northumberland  county,  and  at 
the  earnest  request  of  his  father-in-law,  in  1789  moved 
with  his  family  to  Penns  Valley,  where  he  settled  down 
in  the  woods,  began  to  build,  improve,  clear  land,  and 
commenced  the  business  of  farming,  about  two  miles 
from  Poller's  Old  Fort.  Ont'.ie  place  he  first  settled,  he 
continued,  improving  his  farm  from  year  to  year,  pur- 
suing with  his  own  labor  and  great  industry,  the  busi- 
ness of  a  country  farmer.  Here  all  his  children  were 
born  and  some  of  them  married;  and  here  he  resided 
until  the  year  1814,  when  he  came  with  his  family  to 
reside  in  this  borough;  having  some  years  before  pur- 
chased some  property  in  this  neighborhood. 

In  1790  Mr.  Gregg  waselectedamember  of  the  House 
ot  Representatives  of  the  second  Congress  under  the 
present  constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  by  seven 
successive  elections,  for  several  districts,  as  they  were 
arranged  from  time  to  time,  including  one  by  a  general 
vote,  or  ticket  over  the  whole  state,  was  continued  a 
member  of  that  body  sixteen  successive  years.  And  by 
the  Legislature  of  his  native  state  during  the  session  of 
1806—7,  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the  U. 
States  for  six  years.  At  the  expiration  of  this  term,  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1813,  he  returned  to  private  life. 

One  principal  object  of  leaving  his  farm  in  ISH,  and 
coming  to  reside  in  this  borough,  was  a  desire  to  be 
convenient  to  good  schools  for  the  benefit  of  his  younger 
children.  Here  he  lived  a  retired  life,  attending  to  the 
education  of  his  children  and  the  improvement  of  his 
farms,  until  December,  1820,  when  he  was  again  called 
into  notice  by  Gen.  Hiester,  then  elected  Governor  of 
the  State,  requesting  him  to  occupy  the  situation  of 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth.  This  call  from  Gov. 
Hiester,  Mr.  Gregg  thought  it  was  his  duty  to  obey; 
and  during  the  administration  of  Gov.  Hiester,  the  du- 
ties of  that  office  were  executed  by  him  with  talents 
and  integrity. 

Mr.  Gre.gg,  as  a  public  man,  as  well  as  in  private  life, 
was  remarkable  for  a  sound  and  discriminating  mmd; 
for  his  agreeable  and  dignified  manners;  his  strict  re- 
gard for  truth;  his  unbending  and  unyielding  honesty, 
made  him  highly  respected,  and  respectable  in  every 


situation,  society,  and  circumstances,  through  which 
he  was  called  to  pass,  during  his  long  and  useful  hfe. — 
lie  was  the  affectionate  husband,  the  indulgent  and 
kind  parent,  the  friendly  and  social  neighbor. 


THE  COAL   TRADE. 

The  quantity  of  wood  consumed  in  the  New  York 
market,  in  1833,  amounted  to  8631,250;  Coal,  ^496,180 
— total  gl, 187, 430.  In  Philadelphia,  in  the  same  year, 
the  quantity  of  wood  consumed  amounted  to  S741,321» 
Coal,  §404,401— total,  §1,145,722.  The  annual  con- 
sumption of  coal  in  these  cities  already  amounts  to  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  tons — and  as  it 
is  generally  conceded  that  coal  will  in  a  few  years  almost 
entirely  usurp  the  place  of  wood  as  a  fuel,  our  readers 
may  form  an  estimate  of  what  the  future  consumption 
in  the  country  will  be,  when  we  state  that  in  less  than 
three  years,  tlie  consumption  of  Anthracite  Coal  in  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Philadephia  alone,  will  be 
greater  than  the  whole  consumption  in  the  United 
States  was  in  1832. — Miner.n'  Journal. 


TAPPING  PENNSYLVANIA. 

We  find  the  subjoined  in  the  I'ittsburgh  Gazette. — 
The  truth  is,  the  New  York  people  are  frightened,  and 
are  climbing  up  to  see  what  is  going  forward  on  our 
side  of  the  hedge. 

"Imjirovements  of  the  Allegheny  River. — We  have  had 
the  pleasure  within  a  few  days  past,  of  a  long  confer- 
ence with  Mr.  James  G.  King,  of  New  York,  President 
of  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail  Road  Company,  and 
Mr.  Samuel  B.  Ruggles,  one  of  the  Directors,  and  sub- 
sequently with  Mr.  P.  G.  Sluyvesant,  another  Director 
of  the  same  company.  From  each  of  those  gentlemen, 
we  received  the  fullest  and  most  satisfactory  assurance 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  rail  road  will  be  placed  un- 
der contract  this  fall,  and  that  the  work  will  be  prose- 
cuted with  the  utmost  energy  to  completion. 

We  were,  however,  particularly  gratified  to  learn 
that  their  attention  was  directed  to  the  connection  with 
the  Allegheny,  at  Olean,  or  Warren,  and  that  they 
were  fully  aware  of  the  importance  of  the  improvement 
of  that  river.  We  had  noticed,  for  some  time  past, 
that  tl'.e  attention  of  the  New  Yorkers  was  turning  to- 
wards that  route,  but  had  no  expectation  of  finding 
them  so  fully  informed  in  relation  to  that  important 
river,  and  so  ardently  desirous  of  its  improvemeiit. 

Finding  them  exceedingly  anxious  that  some  initia- 
tory steps  should  be  taken,  in  order  to  devise  some 
plan  of  operation,  it  was  suggested,  after  consultation 
with  several  friends  in  Pittsburg  who  take  an  interest 
in  the  work,  that  a  convention  of  delegates  from  the 
counties  interested  in  that  improvement,  should  be  held 
at  Kittanning,  on  Thursday,  the  18th  of  June.  The 
object  of  such  a  convention  would  be  to  collect  all  the 
information  which  is  at  present  attainable,  as  to  the 
character  of  the  river,  the  best  mode  of  improving  it, 
the  probable  expense,  and  also,  to  decide  whether  ap- 
plication should  be  made  to  Congress  or  to  the  Legis- 
lature, and  if  to  the  latter,  whether  for  the  work  to 
be  done  by  the  state,  or  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
company." 


Printed  every  Saturday  morning  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEDDES,  No.   9  Library  street. 

The  publication  office  of  the  Register  has  been  re- 
moved from  Franklin  Place,  to  No.  61,  in  the  Arcade, 
West  Avenue,   up  stairs. 
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REPORT  OF  SYLVESTER  WELCH,  ENGINEER. 

(concluded  from  page  351.) 
Rail  way  Superstructure, 

The  stone  hlocksare  all  delivered  upon  the  rail  road, 
and  nearly  all  down.  The  timber  Used  in  the  founda- 
tion of  the  rail  way  upon  the  embankments,  and  upon 
other  parts  of  the  road  where  stone  blocks  could  not  be 
obtained  without  gi-eat  expense,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  roads,  is  nearly  all  delivered  and  laid  down. — 
The  cast  iron  chairs,  the  greatest  part  of  which  have 
been  made  at  the  founderifs  at  Blairsville  and  Franks- 
town,  are  driivered,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  tons, 
upon  the  rail  road.  The  plate  rails  for  the  inclined 
planes  and  the  rail  way  along  the  basins  and  the  road 
crossings,  are  all  delivered,  .\bout  two  thousand  and 
sixty  tons  of  edge  rails  have  been  delivered  on  the  road: 
They  are  all  laid,  except  a  part  of  those  which  have  re- 
cently come  to  hand.  There  remains  to  make  up  the 
quantity  required  to  complete  the  single  track  and  the 
turn  outs,  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  tons;  between 
forty-three  and  forty-four  tons  of  these  have  been  deliv- 
ered in  Philadelphia.  They  will  be  nearly  or  quite 
sufficient  to  make  out  the  single  track  without  the  turn 
outs.  If  these  rails  are  delivered  without  delay,  the 
single  track  may  be  completed,  so  far  that  cars  can  pass 
over  it,  in  two  weeks;  but  the  ballasting,  Sec.  cannot 
be  finished  before  the  first  of  December.  The  time  at 
which  the  turn  outs  can  be  completed,  will  depend  en- 
tirely upon  the  delivery  of  the  remainder  of  the  rails; 
they  can  be  laid  in  a  few  d.iys  after  they  arrive  upon 
the  rail  road. 

The  cost  of  the  stone  blocks  provided 

fdr  the  single  track,  turn    outs,  &c., 

amounts  to  S2r,195  02J 

■("he  estimated  cost  of  the  timber    for 

rails,   &c.  upon  the   inclined  planes, 

and  for  that  used  for  a  foundation  for 

the  rail  way  upon  embankments,  &c. 

including  turn  outs,  amounts  to  46,872  06 

The  estimated  cost  of  chairs,  castings  for 

turn  outs,  &c.  made  at  the  founderies 

at  Blairsville  and  Frankstown,  amount 


Making  the  present  estimate  less  than 
the  estimate  of  last  year. 


gl,439  16J 


The  estimated  cost  of  edge  rails,  plate 
rails,  pins  and  wedges  for  edge  rails, 
hails  and  splicing  plates  for  plate  rails, 
and  chairs  manufactured  in  Eng- 
land, 

The  estimated  cost  of  laying  rail  way 
superstructure,  including  all  the  labor 
required  to  complete  the  same, 
amounts,  to 


Add  for  contingencies, 

Estimated  cost  of  rail  way  superstruc- 
ture, 
Estimate  reported  Nuv.  1st,  1832, 


58,134  26 


132,297  46i 


The  cause  of  the  difference  between  the  original  es- 
timated cost,of  the  rail  way  superstructure,  and  the  esli- 
mate  of  Nov.  Ut,  1832,  was  explained  in  my  report  to 
the  Board,  of  which  it  formed  a  part. 

The  walls  upon  which  the  stationary  engines  and  ma- 
chinery are  placed  are  completed.  1  he  sheds  and 
houses  for  the  protection  of  the  engines  and  machinery 
at  the  head  and  foot  of  each  inclined  plane,  are  all  near- 
ly finished.  The  dwelling  houses  for  the  engine  tender 
and  hands,  are  in  progiess.some  of  them  are  finished  oi^ 
very  nearly  so,  and  the  o\ hers  will  probably  be  complet- 
ed before  the  setting  in  of  winter. 

The  present  estimated  cost  of  walls,  houses  and  sheds, 
fur  engines  and  machinery,  dwelling  houses  for  en- 
gine tender,  &.c.  hanging  small  sheaves  upon  the  plans, 
&c.  is  g61,016  41 

Estimated  cost  of  stationary  engines  and 

machinery  connected  with  them  at  the 

inclined  pl.ines,  _  66,912  31 

Estimated   cost   of   ropes    for    Inclined 

planes  including  two  extra  ropes,  and 

worming  for  all  the  ropes  20,314  81 

Add   for  contingencies  and   incidental 

work  3.500  00 

$151,743  53 
Estimated  cost  rf  engines  and  machine. 
ry,  including  houses  and  incidental 
work,  §107,650  00 

Excess  of  cost  over  estimate  of  last  year,     §44,093  53 

When  the  estimates  for  Steam  engines  and  machinery 
were  m.ide  List  fall,  no  definite  plan  had  been  adopted. 

The  common  price  of  engines  in  Pittsburg,  of  the 
power  required,  with  an  allowance  for  the  expenses  of 
transporting  them  to  the  inclined  plants,  was  assumed 
as  the  cost  of  the  engines. 

The  machinery  then  proposed,  was  such  as  would  be 
adapted  to  an  engine,  with  a  single  cylinder  and  fly 
wheel.  When  plans  were  presented  for  the  considera- 
tion and  adoption  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,  they  de- 
cided in  favour  of  an  engine  with  two  cylinders  and  no 
fly  wheel,  and  of  machinery  adapted  to  such  an  engme. 
Their  decision  coincided  with  my  opinion,  as  I  regard- 
ed the  fly  wheel  as  the  principal  cause  of  accidents  upon 
inclined  planes,  worked  by  stationary  engmes.  The 
expense  of  these  engines,  and  the  machmery  connected 
with  them,  exceeds  that  of  single  cylinder  engmes  and 
the  machinery  adapted  to  them,  about  twenty-five  per 
cent.  .... 

The  cast  iron  frames  upon  which  the  engines  are 
placed,  which  have  been  substituted  in  lieu  of  frames 
of  wood,  and  the  water  cylinder,  for  regulating  the  ve- 
locity of  the  descending  cars,  add  considerably  to  the 
expenses  of  the  engine  and  machinery.  But  they  add 
also  to  the  permanency  of  the  engine,  and  the  security 
of  the  descending  cars. 

The  ropes  provided  for  the  inclined  planes  are  ot  ya- 
rious  length?,  from  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  as- 
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teen,  to  six  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-two  feet, 
seven  of  them,  including  one  extra  rope, are  eaeli  seren 
inches  in  circumference,  and  five  including-  one  extra 
»ope,  are  each  six  and  a  fourth  inches  in  circumference. 
The  ropes  are  shroud  laid ;  those  of  seven  inches  in  cir- 
cumference, contain  each  about  four  hunrlred  and  fifty 
yarns,  and  those  of  six  and  a  fourtli  inches  in  c  rcumfer- 
ence,  contain  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  yarns. — 
Four  of  these  ropes  are  made  each  in  one  piece;  the 
others  are  made  in  pieces,  and  are  to  be  spliced  to- 
gether. '1  hey  are  made,  a  part  of  them  of  Italian,  and 
a  part  of  Russian  hemp. 

The  machinery  for  working  the  ropes  is  placed  in  a 
pit,  under  the  rail  way,  at  the  head  of  the  inclined 
plane.  The  cast  iron  sheaves  or  wheels  that  give  mo- 
tion to  the  rope,  are  placed,  the  one  91^  feet,  and  the 
other  87^  feet  from  tlie  liead  of  the  plane,  or  the  point 
where  the  road  begins  to  descend.  1  hese  sheaves  are 
8  feet  in  diameter,  at  the  bi^ttom  of  the  groove,  and  8^ 
feet  in  diameter,  at  the  extremity  of  the  flanges;  after 
they  are  cast  they  are  put  ii.to  a  lathe,  and  the  grooves 
turned  out  so  as  to  fit  the  rope  intended  fur  each  plane, 
and  to  give  both  sheaves  the  same  diameter.  The-se 
sheaves  are  placed  virtically,  and  revolve  in  opposite 
directions.  The  end  of  the  shaft  of  each  sheave  nppo 
site  the  engine  which  works  it,  has  a  cog-wheel  four 
feet  in  diameter,  strongly  secured  upon  it.  The  teeth 
of  these  wheels  work  into  each  other,  and  regulate  the 
motion  of  the  vertical  sheaves.  A  cast  iron  sheave, 
nine  feet  seven  inches  in  diameter,  in  the  bottom  of  the 
groove.is  fixed  on  a  moveable  carriage  between  the  ver- 
tical wheels  and  the  commencement  of  the  descent  of 
the  plane.  The  groove  in  this  shi  ave  is  also  turned 
smooth  and  true,  but  it  is  longer  than  the  rojie.  The 
moveable  carriage  may  be  drawn  backwardsand  forwards 
about  fifteen  feet,  but  it  is  intended  generally  to  be 
kept  at  the  end  of  the  pit  nearest  to  the  inclined  plane 
by  a  weight  connected  with  it  by  a  chain.  The  weight  is 
suspended  in  a  well;  thechain  with  which  it  isconnected 
with  the  carriage  passes  over  a  small  sheave  at  the  top 
of  the  well,  which  allows  it  to  ascend  and  descend  as 
the  carriage  is  drawn  backward  and  forward.  The  short 
distance  which  this  sheave  and  carriage  is  permitted  to 
move,  would  not  be  a  sufficient  allowance  for  the  con- 
traction and  expansion  of  the  rope,  but  the  sheave  at 
the  foot  of  the  plane,  around  which  the  rope  passes,  is 
also  placed  in  a  carriage  fixed  upon  ways,  and  can  be 
moved  backwards  and  forwards  upwards  of  fifty  feet. 
The  ascending  side  of  the  rope  passes  over  and  around 
one  of  the  vertical  sheaves;  then  through  an  opening  in 
the  wall  that  separates  the  pits,  and  around  the  large 
horizontal  sheave;  then  back  through  another  openiiig 
in  the  wall,  and  under  and  around  the  other  vertical 
sheave;  then  down  the  plane.  The  rope  is  pressed  into 
a  little  more  than  one  half  of  the  groove  of  each  veitical 
sheave.  The  groove  at  tlie  bottom  is  a  httle  smal'er 
than  the  rope,  so  that  when  the  rope  is  drawn  into  the 
groove,  it  is  pressed  by  the  sides  and  the  bottom.  I  he 
machinery  is  designed  for  two  engines — one  on  each 
side  of  the  rail  road. 

_  Each  vertical  sheave  has  a  cast  iron  shaft  eight  inches 
m  diameter,  to  the  end  of  which,  the  crank  by  which 
the  engine  communicates  motion  to  the  machinery  is 
affixed.  A  second  crank  is  connected  by  a  short  shaft, 
with  this,  which  worksat  rightangles  to  it.  The  shafts 
of  the  vertical  sheaves  are  in  two  parts,  so  that  by  re- 
moving a  coupling  box,  which  is  moved  backwards  and 
forwards  by  a  lever,  the  sheaves  may  move  when  the 
engine  is  at  rest,  or  the  engine  may  be  put  in  motion 
when  the  sheaves  are  at  rest. 

The  engines  are  of  the  high  pressure  kind;  they  have 
each  two  c)linders,the  pistons  of  which  work  the  cranks 
abovementioned. 

Those  for  inclined  planes  No.  1,  3,  4,  6,  7,  and  8, 
have  cylinders  of  fourteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  the 
stroke  or  distance  which  the  piston  moves,  is  five  feet. 
The  engines  for  inclined  planes  No.  2,  5,  9  and  10, 


have  cylinders  of  thirteen  inches  in  diameter,  and  the 
stroke  or  distance  which  the  piston  moves,  is  five  feet. 
The  number  of  revolutions  required,  to  produce  a  velo- 
city for  tl  e  ascending  cars  of /our  miles  per  hour,  will 
be  about  fourteen,  and  with  this  number,  when  the  en- 
gine works  under  a  pressure  of  steam  of  about  seventy 
pounds  to  the  inch.  The  power  of  the  larger  engines, 
computed  in  the  common  way,  would  be  that  of  about 
thirty-five  horses;  and  the  power  of  the  smaller  one?, 
that  of  about  thirty  horses.  But  as  the  power  of  the 
engines  dept  nds  upon  the  quantity  of  steam  produced, 
and  the  degree  to  which  it  is  heated,  ihey  might,  by 
increasing  the  quantity  and  clastic  power  of  the  steam, 
be  made  to  do  the  woik  of  torty,  fifty,  or  sixty  horses 
eich,  without  injury  to  the  engines.  This  would  pro- 
duce a  corresponding  increase  in  the  Telocity  ot  the  as- 
cending cars,  or  admit  of  an  increase  in  the  load.  Each 
of  the  large  engines  have  three  cylindrical  boilers,  each 
thii  ty  inches  in  diameter,  and  twenty  feet  long.  Each  of 
the  smaller  engines  have  three  cylindrical  boilers,  thirty 
inches  in  diameter,  and  eighteen  feet  long — all  the 
boilers  are  made  ol  rolled  iron,  one  fourth  of  an  inch 
thick. 

The  engines  have  no  fly  wheel;  the  second  cylinder, 
which  works  a  crank  at  right  angles  to  the  main  crank, 
and  connected  with  it,  supphcsthe  place  of  a  fly  wheel, 
in  regulating  the  motion  of  the  machinery.  With  a  fly 
wheel,  if  a  car  is  thrown  off"  the  rail  way.  or  if  any  de- 
runHement  takes  place  with  the  rope  that  will  cause  it 
to  step,  the  m.achinery  or  the  rope  must  break,  before 
I  the  fly  wheel  can  be  stopped;  and  when  this  take  place, 
all  the  cars  upon  the  plane  will  run  down.and  be  injured 
or  entirely  destroyed.  Without  the  fly  wheel,  the  rope 
is  strong  erough  to  step  the  engine  without  danger  of 
being  broken. 

Whenever  the  descending  train  of  carspreponderates 
in  weight,  over  the  ascending  train,  sufficieiitly  to  ove?- 
come  the  resistance  by  fr.clion  ol  the  machinery,  rope, 
8cc.  or  when  there  is  no  ascending  train,  the  coupling 
1  boxes  upon  the  shafts  of  the  vertcal  wheels  are  thrown 
!  back,by  which  the  engine  is  (lisengaged,and  the  sheaves 
j  and  rope  are  put  in  motion,  by  the  gravity  of  the  de- 
scend ng  load.  The  velocity  of  the  descending  train  of 
cars,  is  regulated  in  the  following  manner.  A  cylinder 
fourteen  inches  in  diameter  and  about  six  I'eet  long,  with 
a  small  air  vessel  upon  each  end,  and  a  pipe  upon  one 
side,  is  placed  upon  a  cast  iron  fr^me,  secured  to  the 
walls,  betr,  een  the  CTigine  and  the  large  sheaves.  The 
cylinder  is  filled  with  water,  and  the  piston  which  worki 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  piston  of  a  steam  cjlinder, 
and  which  is  connected  by  getring  with  the  shafts  of 
j  the  vertical  sheaves,  drives  the  water  backwards  and 
I  forivards  through  the  side  pipe.  In  the  rentie  of  the 
I  side  pipe,  a  sliding  valve  is  fixed,  by  which  the  engine 
j  tender  can  regulate  the  size  of  the  aperture  through 
which  the  water  must  pass,  and  by  this  regulate  the 
velocity  of  the  cars.  When  the  vertical  or  working 
sheaves  are  driven  by  the  engine,  the  machinery  con- 
nected with  the  water  cylinder  is  disengaged  from  the 
other  mad  inery  by  the  aid  of  a  clutch.  When  the  in- 
clined plane  is  used  as  a  self  acting  plane,  the  train  of 
cars  are  stopped,  when  they  arrive  at  the  head  or  foot 
of  the  plane  by  a  friction  wheel  fixed  upon  the  shaft, 
by  which  the  water  cylinder  is  woiked.  M'hrn  the  ma- 
chinery is  worked  by  the  engine,  the  cars  are  stopped 
by  letting  steam  into'the  end  of  the  cylinder,  towards 
which  the  piston  is  moving. 

The  rail  way  at  Hollidaysburg,  and  at  Conemaugh, 
(Johnstown)  pa'ses  along  parallel  with  the  side  of  the 
basins,  and  distant  from  them  one  hundred  feet.  The 
space  between  the  rail  way  and  the  basin  is  to  be  form- 
ed into  slips  and  piers.  The  former  will  be  eighty  feet 
deep,  or  they  will  extend  from  the  basin  towards  the 
rail  way  eighty  feet,  and  thirty-one  feet  wide.  The 
pier  between  every  two  slips  will  be  about  fifty-six  feet 
wide,  and  will  extend  from  the  rail  way  to  the  basin. — 
A  branch  rail  way  is  to  be  laid  along  the  side  of  each 
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slip,  on  the  pier.  They  wilf  be  connected  with  the  inclined  planes,  will  be  nearly  the  same,  whether  the 
main  rail  way  by  turning  platforms.  Two  boats  cin  number  of  tons  canied  over  the  rail  road  be  fifty  or 
load  an  J  unload  in  each  slip,  each  one  upon  the  pier  I  one  hundred  thousand.  -I'he  -ame  number  of  men  will 
alongside  of  which  it  hes.     The  cars   when  receiving    be  requiieil  in  both  cases  to  take  care  of  the  engine  and 


and  discharging^  their  load,  will 
rail  ways,  along  side  of  the  I 


lul  u  ton  the  brand 
ind  the  L:id  will  be 
transferred  from  the  cars  to  the  boats,  or  visa  versa,  with 
the  aid  of  cranes.  Most  of  the  piers  owned  by  indivi- 
duals will  have  ware  houses  upon  them.  The  cranes 
can  be  so  arranged,  as  to  place  l-jailing  from  either  cai-s 
or  boats  into  the  doors  o(  the  »  nre  houses.  Several  of 
the  slips  both  at  Conemaiigh  and  al  Hollidaysburg,  are 
already  coRStnicteil,  and  two  or  tliree  ware  houses  are 
built  at  each  place. 

At  Conemangh,  the  Commonwealth  have  at  the  end 
of  the  basin,  and  between  it  and  tlie  rail  road,  a  piece 
of  gioiind  one  hundred  feet  long.  The  pier  and  slips 
are  constructed  and  ready  for  use,  except  the  branch 
rail  way,  which  Is  not  yet  laid  down.  The  end  of  a 
street  of  the  town  lies  along  side  of  one  of  (lie  slips, 
this  is  used  as  a  landing  place,  which  makes  the  ground 
occupied  by  the  Commonwealth,  equal  in  length  to  ime 
hundred  and  fifty  feet.  At  the  other  end  of  the  basin,  \ 
and  between  it  and  the  rail  road,  there  is  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth,  a  piece  of  ground  two 
hundred  feet  in  length,  but  no   iiiprovements   have    as 

yet  been  made  upon  it.     At  Hollidaysburg,  there  is  of    Oil  at  25  cents  per  day,  276  days, 
the  ground  between  the  basin  and  rail  way,  one  hun-  I  Engine  lender,  at  $1  50  perd.y,  iSS  days, 
dred  and  fifty  feet  at  one  end.  and  two  hundred  feet  at    Two  men  at  75  cents  per  day,  276  days, 
the  other  end,  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Common-    One  man  at  75  cents  per  day,  365  days, 
wealth.  Wear,  Sic.  equal  to  one  new  rope,  mean 

The  slip  and  piers  authorized  by   the   Board  to  be        length, 
made  upon  the  first  mentioned   of  these    lots,  can    be 
constructed  while  the  water  is  out  of  the  canal  during 

the  winter.     No  improvements  have  been  authorized  to    Add  for  incidental  expenses, 
be  made  upon  the  other.  j 

The  amount  ot  tonnage  that  will  be  conveyed  over 
the  Portage  ra-1  road  during  the  transpoiting  season 
of  18j-i,  from  Hollidaysburg  to  Conemnugh,  will  prob- 
ably exceed  the  amount  that  will  be  earned  in  the  op- 
posite direction.  I  hive,  however,  no  information  in 
my  possession  from  which  an  estimate  that  would  ap- 
pfoximate  to  truth,  conid  be  made  of  either- 


machinery,  and  to  manage  the  cars,  llie  quantity  of 
fuel  consumed  will  not  be  more  than  one  fourth  great- 
er to  produce  power  for  raising  the  larger  quantity. 

With  the  smaller  quantity  the  lire  must  be  constantly 
kept  up,  in  order  to  be  ready  at  all  times  to  put  the 
engine  in  motion.  Ropes  suffer  more  from  exposure 
to  the  weather  than  from  wear.  The  latter  woulil  be 
nearly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  tons  transported. 
But  a  rope  cannot  be  considered  safe  to  work  upon  the 
inclined  plmes,  more  than  one  season,  and  it  is  believ- 
ed that  one  will  sustain  the  wear  which  takes  place  in 
the  transit  of  one  hundred  thousand  tons.  When  the 
trade  increases  to  an  amount  equal  to  three  or  four 
hundred  thousand  tons  per  annum,  then  the  expense 
for  ropes,  oil,  and  wear  of  machinery  will  be  nearly  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  tons  transported. 

The  average  expense  of  the  engines,  machinery, 
ropes,  &c.  at  each  inclined  plane,  for  the  ensuing  sea^ 
son,  will  be  as  follows: 

Coal,    60   bushels  per   day,  276  days— 
16,560  bushels,  at -1  cents. 


Number  of  inclined  planes. 


$41,666  50 


If  thirty  thousand  Ions  of  merchandize,  &c,  be  as- 
med  as  the  amount  to  be  carried  westward;   twenty 

As  soon  as  this  rail  road  is  opened  for  public  use,  the  j  thousand  tons  of  produce,  &c.  as  the  amount  to  be  car- 
cost  of  transporting  merchandise  from  Philadelphia  to  ,  ried  eastward;  the  proportion  of  the  load  to  the  car  to 
Pittsburg,  will  probably  be  reduced  to  less  than  twen-  i  be  as  6  to  2  3-10;  and  the  number  of  working  days  240, 
ty  dollars  per  ton;  and  the  price  of  transporting  pro-  i  leaving  thiriy-six  days  of  the  time  assumed  forthe  sea- 
duce  from  Pittsburg  to  Philadelphia  wdl  be  reduced  to  j  son  in  which  no  labour  will  be  done;  then  the  number 
twelve  or  thirteen  dollars  per  ton.  of  pounds  to  be  carried   westward  each  day,  including 

"1  he  cost  of  transporting  merchandize  duringthe  pre-  \  the  weight  of  the  cars,  will  be  ,345,833,  equal  172^ 
sent  season,  from  Hollidaysburg  to  Blairsville,  a  (lis- ^  tons  of  2.000  pounds  nearly;  and  the  number  to  be  car- 
tance  of  about  fifty-three  miles,  is  from  twelve  to  six-  i  ,.;ed  eastward  will  be,  including  the  cars,  262,500,  or 
teen  dollars  per  ton.  I  131^  tons  of  2,000  pounds. 

The  expense  of  transporting  merchnndize  by  rail;  If  the  power  of  a  horse,  when  travelling  at  the  rate 
road  and  canal  fi-om  Hollidaysburg  to  Blairsville,  will  i  of  three  miles  per  hour,  for  six  and  two-thirds  hours 
not  exceed  four  dollars  per  ton,  and  this  sum  includes  '  pg,-  Jay,  or  less,  (this  being  his  whole  day's  work)  is 
a  toll  upon  the  rail  road  one  half  greater  tiian  that  up-  j  assumed  to  be  112  pounds,  then  it  will  require,  to  con- 
on  the  canal.  The  inconvenience  heretofore  resulting  :  ygy  the  above  amount  of  tonnage,  at  the  rate  of  three 
from  delay,  will  be  entirely  obviated;  and  the  chances  [  miles  per  hour,  over  the  levels  between  the  inclined 
of  injury  by  the  weaiherto  merchandize,  will  be  great-  '  planes,  and  between  these  and   the   basins,  76   horses 


ly  reduced,  and  will  be  far  less  than  when  transportert 
in  road  wagons.  There  will  al-o  be  a  reduction  in  the 
time  required  for  conveyance.  If  the  Schuylkill  and 
Union  canuls  constitute  a  part  of  the  line  of  communi- 
cation, ten  days  is  an  ample  allowance  of  time  to  carry 
a  load  from  Philadelphia  to  Pittsburg;  but  if  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Columbia  rail  road  is  substituted,  the  time 
will  be  reduced  to  about  eight  or  nine  days — with  the 
advantage  of  this  reduction  in  expense  and  time,  a  con- 


siderable portion  of  the  trade  i 


lich  I 


■  passes  through  i  ' 


and  35  men.  The  horses  are  supposed  to  remain  upon 
the  levels  where  they  are  placed,  and  to  make  regular 
trips  backwards  and  forwards,  from  one  plane  to  the 
other,  except  on  the  level  between   pl.ines  No.  1  and 

j  2,  where  their  trips  should  be  divided  into  distances  of 

I  about  6^  miles. 

j      The  cost  of  men  and  horses,  which  would  constitute 

I  the  moving  power  upon  the  levels,  would  be  as  follow- 


other  channels,  will  be  transferred  to  the  Pennsyl 
canal.  This  change  will  probably  be  gr.adual,  except 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  turnpike  roads  through  Penn- 
sylvania. 

From  these  the  transportation  will  probably  be  trans- 
ferred immediately  to  canals  and  rail  roads. 

The  annual  expense  of  the  stationary  engines  at  the 


Thirty  five  men  employed  as  drivers,  &c. 

at  75  cents  per  day,  276  days. 
Seventy-six  horses  employed  to  draw  cars, 

at  50  cents  per  day,  276  days. 

Cost  of  moving  power  upon  levels. 
Expense  of  stationary  engines. 


$72,2U  50 
10,488  00 


gl  8,732  50 
41,666  50 
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Expense  of  moving  power  to  convey 
30,000  tons  westward  and  20,000  tons 
eastward,  making  50,000  tons. 

If  the  number  of  tons  be  doubled,  or  a' 
100,000,  the  expense  of  moving  power  ' 
(ingine  and  machinery,  about 
for  men,  horses,  &c.  upon  levels. 


60,398  00 

'sumed  to  be 
;ll  be: 

§42,000 
57,465 

§79,465 


As  soon  as  a  double  track  is  completed,  locomotive 
engines  ought  to  be  substiiuted  fcir  horses,  as  the  mo- 
tive power,  on  three  of  the  levels,  viz.  from  HoIlid.iys- 
burg  to  inclined  plane  No.  10,  3  74-100  miles,  from  in- 
clined plane  No  2  to  1,  13  6-100  miles,  and  from  in- 
clined plane  No.  1  to  the  basin  at  Conemaugh,  4  13-100 
miles,  making  in  all  20  93-100  miles.  The  other  le- 
vels are  short  and  better  adapted  to  the  use  of  horses 
than  locomotive  engines. 

ESTIM.\TED    COST    OF    THE  I'OKTAGE  RAIL 
ROAD. 

Grading  and  Work  done  under  Contracts. 


For  Grading, 
Viaducts, 
Bridge, 
Culverts, 

Cost  oF grading  and  masonry, 
Costof  Stone  blocks. 
Timber, 

Chairs  and  other  cast- 
ings, American, 
Rails  and  other  Eng- 

ish  iron. 
Laying  rail  way,  &c. 
Contingencies  and  in- 
cidental work, 


472.162  59 J 
79,755  81 
2,327  44 
34,319  39J 


27,195  02i 
46,872  06 


92,644  00 
32,297  46i 


3,000  00 


Estimated  cost  of  rail  way  Miperstructure,  400,142  80^ 

Walls,  houses,  sheds,  &c.  for 

engines,  61,016  41 

Stationary  engines  and  ma- 
chinery, 66,912  31 

Ropes  for  inclined  planes,  in- 
cluding two  extra  vopts,        20,314  81     - 

Contingencies  and  incidental 

work,  3,500  00 

Estimated  cost  of  engines, 
machinery,and  houses  and 
shedsconnected  with  them,  §151,743  53 

Estimated  cost  of  single  track,  includ- 
ing double  track  on  planesand  at  turn- 
outs, exclusive  of  office  expenses 
and  pay  of  officers,  1,200,451  57| 

Estimated  cost  of  second  track,  includ- 
ing a  second  set  of  engines  for  all 
theplanes,  325,577  85 

Estimated  cost  when  completed  with  a 
double  track,  with  two  engines  and 
the  requisite  machinery  at  each  in- 
clined plane,  exclusive  of  office  ex- 
penses and  officer's  pay,  §1,526,029  42J 


The  estimate  made  in  November  last  of  the  cost  of  the 
first  track  of  rail  way  superstructure,  including  the  two 
tracks  on  the  inclined  planes,  and  at  the  turn-outs  then 
proposed  to  be  hid  down,  appears  to  correspond  very 
nearly  with  the  present  estimate,  which  includes 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  more  of  the  second  track 
than  was  included  in  the  estimate  of  last  year.  This 
Sjvill  reduce  the  length  of  the  second  track,  yet  to  be 


laid.  But  as  an  advance  ia  the  price  of  iron  has  taken 
place,  no  reduction  is  made  in  the  estimate  of  last  year, 
for  this  track.  Five  hundred  dolKars  a  piece  is  added 
to  the  estimated  cost  of  the  second  set  of  engines. 

The  transportation,  if  so  regulated,  as  to  require 
cars  to  paFs  at  fixed  periods  from  one  turnout  to  ano- 
ther, or  to  give  some  signal  by  sound  or  otherwise, 
when  a  train  passes,  one  can  be  carried  on  next  season, 
nd  perhaps  the  following  one,  without  serious  incon- 
enience.  Bat  when  the  trade  increases  to  a  large 
amount,  the  use  of  the  single  track  will  be  exceed- 
ingly inconvenient,  and  would  not  in  my  opinion,  be 
made  to  accommodate  that  which  will  pass  over  the 
rail  road. 

The  second  track  would  give  facilities  for  transport- 
ing passengers,  as  well  as  merchandize  and  produce. — 
With  the  single  track  the  necessary  delays  would  ren- 
der the  road  entirely  unfit  for  the  conveyance  of  pas- 
sengers, and  the  lime  required  to  convey  merchan- 
dize, &c.  over  the  rail  road  would  be  at  least  one-third 
greater.  The  road  being  graded  and  the  facilities  of 
transportation  very  great,  it  will  require  not  more  than 
two  or  three  months  to  lay  it  down,  after  the  iron  is 
delivered.  Stone  blocks,  &c.  can  now  be  obtained 
with  great  facility,  and  might  be  procured  before  the 
iron  arrives. 

It  will  be  necessary  to  employ  a  number  of  men  up- 
on the  rail  way,  to  keep  it  in  repair  after  it  is  taken 
from  the  hands  of  the  contractors.  It  will  require  a 
good  deal  of  labour  for  a  year  or  two,  to  keep  the 
ditches  clear,  along  the  sides  of  hills  where  long  slopes 
have  been  recently  cut,  and  on  embankments,  which 
will  probably  settle  considerably,  the  rail  way  must  be 
raised  and  kept  in  order.  Where  stone  blocks  are 
laid,  the  road  will  require  but  little  repair,  except  to 
keep  the  ditches  clean,  and  this  will  be  the  case  where 
the  timber  road  is  laid  upon  a  solid  foundation.  The 
estimated  amount  required  for  making  repairs,  8ic.  on 
the  rail  road,  exclusive  of  the  expenses  at  the  inclined 
planes  mentioned  above,  will  be  $14,500   00. 

The  annual  expense  of  repairs  after  the  next  season, 
will  probably  be  reduced  below  the  above  amount? 
the  embankments  will  have  become  settled,  and  it  will 
require  less  labor  to  keep  the  road  in  repair  upon  them, 
than  in  other  places. 

The  arrangement  of  the  engineer  corps  is  the  same 
as  that  of  last  year,  viz:  The  line  is  divided  equally 
between  Messrs.  W.  Milnor  Roberts,  and  Solomon  W. 
Roberts,  principal  assistant  engineers,  the  former  as- 
sisted by  James  E.  Day  and  Curtis  Dixon,  as  sub-as- 
sistants, and  Nathan  M'Dowell,  and  J.  Moyland  Fox  as 
targetmen;  and  the  latter  by  Thomas  Gorton  and  Tho- 
mas I.  Power,  as  sub-assistants,  and  John  Anderson 
and  E.  Ross  Riddle  as  targetmen.  There  are  eight 
chainmen  and  axemen. 

The  contraction  of  the  steam  engines  and  machinery 
for  the  inclined  planes,  is  superintended  by  Mr.  Ed- 
ward Miller,  principal  assistant  engineer.  Mr.  Samuel 
Kennedy,  sub -assistant  engineer,  is  the  only  officer  of 
the  engineer  corps  employed  upon  the  Western  di- 
vision of  the  canal. 

I  st.ated  in  my  report  of  November  1st,  1832,  that  if 
the  rails  were  delivered  in  Pbiladelphiain  time  to  reach 
Huntingdon  before  the  closing  of  the  canal,  a  single 
track  could  be  finished  in  July. 

Inform.ation  had  been  received,  that  nearly  all  the 
rails  were  manufactured,  and  that  several  cargoes 
had  been  shipped  at  Bristol,  England,  in  Septem- 
ber, for  Philadelphia.  Disasters  at  sea,  and  per- 
haps in  some  cases,  improper  management  on  the  part 
of  the  agents  of  the  importers,  delayed  their  arrival- — 
The  several  cargoes  of  edge  rails,  w  ere  landed  and 
delivered  to  the  Commonwealth's  agent,  in  Philadel- 
phia, as  follows- 
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Barnes  of  veaseh. 


Dale. 


Tons. 


Fame,  Oct.    25,  1S32  Sir     U    2     26 

Emerald,  Nov.  26,         '  203     11     0     11 

AUicia,  Jan.  19,    1833  373      3     3     19 

Augusta,  Feb.    2!,      '  78     13     0     10 

Omego,  March  TJ,     '  292       8     0     27 

Virginia,  April   26,     •  263      3     1       4 

Criterion,  "      27,     '  149     17     0    20 

Susan,  May    2,       •  214     14     2     16 

New  Brunswick,    June  28,      '  115     17     1     19 

Delaware.  Aug.  28,      '  65     11     2     10 

Caroll  of  Carroll- 
ton,  Sept.  9,  '  43  18  1  24 
United  States,  "  13.  '  14  2  2  4 
North  Star,  "  13,  '  23  2  3  11 
Wm.  Brown,  Oct.  25,  '  43  3  1  0 
In  addition  to  the  above,  there  is  about  93  tons  of 
edge  rails  not  yet  delivered  in  Philadelphia.  It  re 
quires  between  two  and  three  weeks,  and  sometimes 
longer,  to  deliver  the  iron  on  the  road  after  it  is  re- 
ceived by  the  Commonwealth,  when  the  canal  is  open 
»nd  in  good  order. 

The  grading,  if  the  rails  had  been  rea'ly  to  lay  down, 
might  have  been  finished  in  August.  The  expense, 
however,  would  have  been  increased,  by  the  necessity 
of  paying  higher  prices  for  two  or  three  of  the  sections, 
as  the  contractors  would  have  abandoned  them,  if  they 
had  been  required  to  provide  for  a  very  large  force. — 
The  steam  engines  and  machinery  could  not  have  been 
furnished  and  put  up,  by  any  effort  of  the  contractors, 
before  the  last  of  October.  But  if  the  rail  road  had 
been  laid  down,  the  planes  could  have  been  worked 
by  horse  power,  till  the  engines  were  ready  for  opera- 
tion. 

If  the  rails  for  the  turn-outs  do  not  arrive  in  season 
to  be  taken  on  to  the  rail  road  before  the  closing  up  of 
the  canal,  wood  rails  may  be  laid  that  will  serve  as  a 
substitute  for  the  iron  rails,  until  the  latter  can  be  ob- 
tained. It  is  intended  to  put  the  ropes  upon  the  in- 
clined planes,  as  fast  as  the  engines  are  prepaied  for 
running.  Two  of  them  are  nearly  ready,  and  the  others 
are  all  being  put  up.  It  is  desirable  that  the  ropes  may 
be  used  as  much  as  possible  this  season,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  in  a  condition  to  be  wormed  during  the 
winter. 

If  the  canals  do  not  close  till  late  in  December,  iron, 
&c.  to  a  considerable  amount,  may  be  carried  over  the 
rail  road  this  fall. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SYLVESTER  WELCH, 

Engineer. 
November  1st,  1833. 


THE  OLD   MARKET. 

At  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia, opposed  to  the  wild  and  visionary  scheme 
of  destroying  the  market  houses  in  Market  street,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  rail  road  along  the  same,  held 
at  the  Mansion  House,  corner  of  Eleventh  and  Market 
street,  on  Wednesday  evening,  May  27ih,  JACOB  S. 
WALN,  Esq.  was  appointed  President,  Lewis  Taylor, 
and  Joseph  Lukens,  Vice  Presidents,  and  Willlajn  H. 
Davis,  Secretary. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  on  mo- 
tion, resolved. 

Whereas,  we  congratulate  our  fellow  citizens  upon 
the  great  improvements  mide  and  now  being  made  by 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  by  the 
different  companies  recently  incorporated  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  this  State,  by  which  means  facilities  will 
be  afTorded  to  all  persons,  in  transporting  goods  to  eve- 
ry section  of  our  country;  and  we  rejoice  the  more, 
that  all  these  improvements  have  been,  and  are  now 
being  made,  without  any  partial  tax.ntioH  and  without 
infringing  upon  the  rights  of  any  citizen;  and 


Whereas,  we  perceive  that  elTorts  are  now  making 
to  dispossess  a  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  from  the 
enjoyment  of  the  free  and  equal  rights  of  the  advan- 
tages to  be  gained  by  the  improvements  thus  made,  by 
taking  from  the  laboring  man,  who  bares  his  share  of 
taxation  for  these  improvements,  and  giving  to  the 
man  of  property  all  the  benefits  resulting  therefrom, 
thus  drawing  a  line  of  distinction,  which  we  do  most 
assuredly  deprecate;  we  cannot  see  any  just  and  solid 
reason  why  the  citizen  with  his  horse,  cart,  dr.iy,  wag- 
gon or  barrow,  should  not  participate  in  the  benefits 
of  these  improvements,  as  well  as  the  merchant,  whose 
business  and  profits  are  increased  in  consequence 
thereof;  and 

Whereas,  we  have  perceived  a  communication  to 
Councils,  signed  by  Thomas  P.  Cope,  as  Chairman, 
purporting  to  be  a  report  of  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  Select  and  Common  Council,  as  well  as  a  report  of 
the  minority  of  said  committee,  accompanied  by  a  com- 
munication from  W.  Strickland,  Esq.  the  object  of 
which  is  to  impress  Councils  with  the  necessity  of  lay- 
ing a  double  track  rail  way  along  Market  street  to 
Third;  from  thence  to  the  Delaware,  destroying  our 
market  houses,  (the  pride  of  our  city,)  an  innovation 
which  we  sincerely  deprecate;  for  it  cannot  be  presum- 
ed that  rad  roads  can  be  so  constructed  as  to  traverse 
through  every  street,  so  that  cars  can  be  loaded  and 
unloaded  before  every  man's  premises.  Viewing  the 
subject  as  connected  with  the  vital  interests  of  our  city, 
as  well  as  its  citizens,  we  can  see  no  possible  reason 
why  the  citizens  should  be  btirthened  with  this  Immense 
expenditure,  while  there  exists  no  inconvenience  In  the 
present  location  of  the  rail  road  in  Broad  street— on 
the  other  hand,  great  inconvenience,  danger  and  evil 
effects,  must  be  experienced  in  a  rail  road  passing 
through  our  thickly  populated  streets — therefore 

Resolved,  That  we  heartily  disapprove  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  committee  of  citizens  was  appointed, 
being  taken  from  among  men  immediately  interested 
in  the  project,  and  not  from  among  practical  and  ex- 
perienced men  in  the  business. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  present  location 
and  termination  of  the  rail  road  in  Broad  street,  there 
being  sufficient  accommodations  for  all  the  rail  road  pur- 
poses, as  well  as  abundance  of  vacant  ground  for  the 
erection  of  depots. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  present  location  of  the  rail 
road  in  Broad  Street,  we  see  the  interest  of  the  carter, 
drayman  and  porter  blended  with  that  of  the  opulent 
merchant  and  the  enterprising  mechanic — whilst  the 
merchant  is  making  sales  of  his  merchandize,  the 
others  convey  it  to  the  depots,  and  the  mechanic  by 
the  improvements  made  in  the  western  part  of  our 
city. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  our  city  is  now  im- 
mensely in  debt,  we  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  in- 
creasing the  same  to  the  extent  of  a  million  and  a  half 
of  dollars  to  satisfy  the  avaiice  of  a  few  individuals 
owning  property  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city. 

Resolved,  That  the  efforts  now  making  to  induce 
Councils  to  destroy  our  market  houses,  would  be  at- 
tended with  great  inconvenience  to  our  citizens,  and 
prove  a  serious  innovation  upon  the  rights  of  the  farm- 
er and  others  attending  our  market. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  practical  and  expe- 
rienced men,  rail  roads  have  a  tendency  to  depreciate 
the  value  of  property  on  its  route,  while  it  increases  it 
at  its  termination.  Vide  the  report  of  the  mmority  and 
opinion  of  Wm.  Strickland,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  pittance  to  be  gained  from  the 
porterage  of  goods  to  Broad  street  is  but  a  secondary 
consideration,  compared  to  the  danger  of  h.aving  a  rail 
road  through  our  streets. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and 
resolutions,  signed  by  the  officers  of  this  meeting,  be 
laid  before  the  Select  and  Common  Council,  with  a  re- 
quest that  they  submit  the  further  consideration  of  the 
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subject  to  a  vote  of  the  citizens  at  the  next  October 
election. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of  the 
crowded  state  of  the  roo-n,  a  committee  of  ten  be  ap- 
pointed to  make  arrangements  preparatory  to  the  call- 
ing of  a  general  town  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, opposed  to  the  removal  of  the  market  houses 
on  Market  street,  and  a  rail  road  down  the  same,  to  be 
held  in  Independence  Square,  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, June  3J,  at  5  o'clock. 

On  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  communication  re- 
ceived from  a  Silent  Observer,  be  published. 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be 
publish-d  in  the  daily  papers  of  the  city. 

JACOB  S.   WALN,  President. 
Lewis  Tayloi 

Jos-     LCKEN3, 

Wm.  H.  Davis,  Secretary. 

To  the  Chairman  of  the  meeting  nf  Citizens,  opposed  to 
the  removal  of  the  Market  Houses  from  High  Street. 
Sir: — As  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  attend  the  meet- 
ing this  evening,  1  consider  it  is  my  duty  to  forward  a 
sketch  of  my  views  to  you  on  this  momentous  sub- 
ject. I  am  not  accustomed  to  take  any  part  or  aciive 
interest  in  the  various  public  meetings  which  assemble 
from  time  to  time,  lo  discuss  the  expediency  or  inexpe- 
dience  of  public  measures:  but  I  cannot  remain  indif- 
ferent when  measures  are  contemplated  which  cannot 
be  deemed  less  than  moral  treason  against  the  many 
for  tlie  benefit  of  a  comparatively  small  number.for  the 
following  reasons: — 

1st— The   Philadelphia  Market  is  the  boast  of  the 


4th.— It  is  unjust  to  tax  the  many  for  the  benefit  of 
the  few,  especially  when  those  wlio  are  to  be  benefit- 
ted are  the  very  persons  who  are  best  able  to  bear  the 
burden,  (owners  of  real  estate  and  wholesale  traders.) 
The  measure  is  unjust  and  oppressive  because  the  ma- 
jority of  property  holders  will  not  be  benefitted  by  it. 
U  is  oppressive  because  the  poor  in  common  with  the 
rich,  will  have  to  pay  more  for  produce,  with  a  dimin- 
ished assortment,  and  greater  consumption  of  time  in 
procuring  it. 

5th. — If  the  burden  must  be  borne,  it  would  be  bet- 
ter (or  Councils  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  pul- 
ling down  the  markets,  purchasing  ground  and  erect- 
ing new  ones,  &c.  and  spending  the  whole  sum  in  erect- 
ing stores  in  Broad  street,  for  the  accommodation  of 
trade,  or  by  raising  markets  in  High  street.high  enough 
to  allow  of  a  rail  road  to  pass  under  them- 

I  may  observe  that  I  am  not  a  holder  of  real  estate, 
and  have  no  special  interests  at  stake.  I  had  intended 
to  transcribe  this,  but  the  hour  of  meeting  having  ar- 
rived, I  must  send  it  as  it  is,  or  fail  to  do  my  duty  when 
such  an  important  interest  is  at  stake. 

P.  S. — Have  not  the  farmers  a  right  to  sell  produce 
in  High  street,  that  cannot  be  taken  away  from  them? 
"A  SILENT  OBSERVER." 


THE  ALLEGHENY  ARSENAL. 
Pennsylvania  can  boast  of  having  within  her  Territo- 
ries one  of  the  finest  arsenals  in  the  Union;  probably  for 
neatness  and  symmetrical  arrangement,  the  handsomest 
in  the  world,  I  mean  that  extensive  military  establish- 
ment recently  named  after  the  beautiful  river  'Alleghe- 
ny,' and  more  extensively  known  as  the  United  States 


world,   and  for   general  convenience   is  unsurpassed,  |  Arsenal   near  Pittsburgh.      This  ordnance  depot 
■whicli  results  mainly  from  the  market  forming  one  con-    pies  a  plot  of  ground  containing  thirty-one  acres  one 


d  equally  con-    rod  thirty-three  perches,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty, 
or  south  of  it,    two  feet  from  the  river  above  mentioned,  to  the  Phila- 


tinuous  line  in  the  middle  of  the 
venient  of  access  by  those  residing  north 
and  h-.m  its  great  extent  east  and  west,  equally  near  I  delphia  turnpike  road,  and  entirely  surrounded  by  a 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  or  western  poriions  of  handsome,  well  built  wall.  The  order  in  which  the 
the  city.     From  the  great  extent  of  the  market  results  i  ground  is  divided  is  as  follows: 

the  unlimited  assortment  so  easily  Jiccessible  by  the  I  1st.  The  lower  park,  comprising  a  military  store, 
citizens  at  large,  who  when  in  the  market  have  only  to  built  of  free  stone,  three  stories  high,  two  carriage 
travel  a  short  distance  east  or  west  to  obtain  all  lliat  houses  and  three  timber  sheds,  with  brick  pilasters;  a 
heart  can  wish-  Scatter  these  markets,  and  all  these  river  wall  of  massive  stone,  containing  one  thousand 
advantages  are  lost.  Competition  among  the  sellers  of ,  seven  hundred  and  twenty  perches, 
produce  will  be  de-.troyed  in  a  great  measure,  and  we  I  2d.  The  arsenal  yard,  a  square  with  the  following 
shall  have  to  pay  higher  prices  for  inferior  articles. —  buildings:  The  main  arsenal  or  magazine  of  arms,  three 
The  markets  will  be  reduced  to  liuckster  shop-:,  and  stories,  with  a  pediment  or  tower  one  hundred  and 
while  one  market  may  contain  a  superabundance  of  twenty  feet  by  forty;  upoti  the  second  floor  the  arms 
one  article  it  will  probably  be  ill  supplied  with  many  are  arranged  in  racks,  and  present  to  the  'coop  d'ceil  mi- 
more;  consequently  the  citizens  will  be  obliged  to  i  litaire' a  splendid  siglit,  it  is  in  fact  a  mihtary  museum, 
take  what  they  can  get,  or  travel  from  one  extremity  '  Here  are  deposited  the  relics  of  former  time;  revolu- 
of  the  city  to  the  other,  and  for  their  pains  pay  25  per  ;  tionary  trophies,  taken  at  Saratoga,  Yorktown,  and  St. 
cent,  more  for  their  marketing  than  they  now  do.  |  John,  present  themselves  at  the  entrance,  and  remind 

2d. — The  projected  change  will  not  afibrd  the  de-  the  visitor  of  Washington,  Layf<yette,  Gates,  and  other 
rived  facilities  for  trade  that  its  advocates  wish  to  se-  worthies  of  past  days.  At  the  end  of  the  room  may  be 
cure.  In  twenty  years  we  may  calculate  that  the  trade  |  seen  a  little  mortar,  with  the  marks  of  U.  S-  Philadel- 
of  this  city  will  be  doubled,  and  Market  street  wdl  not  j  pliia,  1793,an  intimate  friend  of 'old  .Mad  Anthony'  and 
have  room  in  its  whole  extent  to  transact  the  business  a  most  destructive  enemy  to  the  aborigines.  The  total 
required:  then  some  other  wild  scheme  must  be  re-  number  of  small  arms  fall  not  short  of  seventy  seven 
sorted  to  (equally  expensive)  or  the  traders  will  be  I  thousand.  The  other  buildings  are:  Officers' quarters, 
driven  to  do  then,  what  they  ought  to  do  forthwith,  I  barracks;  armory,  smithc-ry,  carriage  shop,  machine 
-to  remove  their  stores  into  Broad  street,  where  |  shop  with  an  engine  of  twelve  horsepower,  paint  shops, 


the  rail  road  is  already  constructed,  whicli  street  is  un- 
limited in  its  extent  and  every  way  better  calculated 
for  an  immense  wholesale  business  than  Market  street, 
and  far  preferable  so  far  as  concerns  the  vast  and  in- 
creasing trade  of  the  Schuylkill  and  the  interior. 

3d. —  The  projected  scheme,  il  carried  into  effect  will 
put  a  stop  to  the  improvements  in  the  western  part  of 
the  city,  and  probably  retard  them  longer  than  can  now 
be  anticipated,  which  must  rapidly  improve  if  trade  is 
allowed  to  take  its  proper  and  natural  course  along 
Broad  -street,  thereby  distributing  the  various  kinds  of 
business  throughout  the  city  instead  of  confining  it  to 
particiilar  Bections. 


lead  and  brass  founderies,  tin  shop,  accoutrement  shop 
and  officers.  The  la^t  named  buddings  are  of  brick, 
with  shingle  roots.  The  yard,  with  its  gravel  pathways 
and  locust  trees,  is  not  unlike  the  garden  of  the  Tuile- 
ries  in  miniature.  In  the  centre  is  a  cistern  or  reservoir, 
intended  with  the  fire  engine,  to  convey  water  to  any 
part  of  the  fabric. 

3d.  The  front  park  presents  in  view  the  outside  of 
the  main  arsenal,  with  the  right  and  left  wings  of  the 
commandant's  and  subalterns'  quarters,  and  is  chiefly 
designed  as  a  grove,  to  add  to  the  appearance  of  the 
'tout  ensemble.'  This  park  is  enclosed  with  iron  rail- 
I  ings,  similar  to  those  around  or  in  front  of  the  Presi- 
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dent's  House,  at  Washiiipton-  After  crossing  the  But- 
ler road,  it  leads  us,  41h,  into  the  upper  park,  surround- 
ed, likewise,  with  a  permanent  wall  of  stone.  In  iis 
inclosure  are  the  public  stables,  (of  brick, ^  three  small 
frame  buildings,  separ.ited  about  eighty  yards  from  each 
other,  denominated  as  the  composition,  drawing,  and 
preparation  rooms,  are  seen  from  the  road.  About  two 
hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  these  buildings  is  the  ma- 
gazine of  pnwder,  designed  to  contain  (environs)  one 
thousand  three  hundred  barrels.  The  topographical 
scenery  is  not  surpassed  by  any  west  of  the  Allegheny 
Mountains,  and  the  climate  is  salubrious  and  fruitful. 

The  Allegheny  Arsenal  was  commenced  in  1814. 
The  site  selected  and  the  greater  part  of  the  works 
erected  by  Majors  Woolly  and  Wade,  late  of  the  army. 
The  remainder  of  the  improvements,  filling  up  an  ex- 
tensive ravine,  building  timber  sheds,  &c.,  erecting 
walls,  SiC  ,  were  finished  under  the  superintendence 
of  the   senior  captain  of  the  present  ordnance  corps. 

1  here  are  at  present  st.ationed  at  this  post  one  Brevet 
Major,  two  Lieutenants,  one  storekeeper,  thirty-five 
enlisted  ordnance  men,  and  fourteen  citizens  employed 
as  mechanics.  As  an  arsenal  of  the  first  class,  ihe  situa- 1 
tinn  of  the  country  offers  every  facility,  both  as  regards 
the  commodities  and  tke  mechanical  operations;  and 
there  is  not  probably  a  siie  which  would  present  more 
favorable  results  as  an  ordnance  depot,  than  the  one  so 
judiciously  selected  by  the  g.  ntlemcn  whose  names  are 
above  quoted. — Military  and  Navul  Magazine  for  Mat/, 


LETTERS  ON    TUF.    PENNSYLVANIA   SYSTEM 
OF  SOLITARY  IMPRISON.MENT.  I 

To  Mr.  Samuel  Wood. 

January,  1834.       ' 

My  dear  Sir, — I  am  induced  from  a  knowledge  of 
your  goodness  and  readiness  lo  impart  all  the  useful  in- 
formation  yc  u  possess  on  tlie  subject  of  the  Prison  sys- 
tem, to  put  your  patience  to  the  trial,  by  requesting 
you  to  furnish  me  with  a  more  circumstantial  account 
than  I  have  been  able  to  collect  from  various  Publica-  : 
tions  of  the  result  of  the  experiment  which  has  been  ' 
made  on  the  sys'.em  of  solitary  confinement  in  your 
State.  1 

Fennsvlvania  has  had  the  honour  of  fiist  introducing 
a  practical  exemplification  of  the  great  Howard's  Plan, 
but  on  an  improved  scale.  The  benevolent  tfTorts 
made  by  some  of  her  estimable  sons  to  reform  her  penal  ; 
code  ar.d  Prison  Discipline,  I  trust  will  be  attended  with 
the  success  they  merit,  and  I  sincerely  hope  they  will 
gain  a  signal  triumph  over  the  errors  and  prejudices  of 
the  enemies  of  the  system,  and  pro\e  how  unfounded  , 
have  been  their  predictions  of  its  failure.  Monarchs  | 
and  military  heroes  claim  for  themselves  immortal  hon- 
our in  hav:n.g  achieved  the  conquest  of  a  Terrilory  or 
a  Fortress  at  the  expense  of  much  treasure,  and  the 
sacrifice  of  many  thousand  lives;  their  tame  is  estimated 
by  the  quantity  of  human  blood,  which  is  shed  in  ac  j 
complishing  their  ambitious  projects;  far  otherwise  with 
the  country  of  Penn,  her  ambition  is  of  a  purer  and  I 
more  exalted  character;  she  aims  at  a  more  glorious  ob-  [ 
ject,  a  triumph  over  vice,  and  by  applying  the  mild  I 
precepts  of  the  Christian  religion  towards  perfecting  j 
her  Institutions,  to  lay  the  loundalion  of  future  great-  | 
ness  and  prosperity.  What  can  be  more  gratifying  ' 
to  the  virtuous  mind  of  man  than  a  consciousness  in  i 
having  succeeded  in  soothing  the  sorrows  of  the  afflict- 
ed and  rescuing  the  convict  from  ignominy,  and  restor- 
ing him  to  the  world  as  a  reformed  and  useful  member 
of  the  community. 

Your  experience,  well  known  humanity,  and  practi- 
cal knowledge  of  the  system  of  solitary  confinement, 
give  you  a  strong  claim  to  the  gratitude  and  confidence 
of  your  fellow  citizens,  and  must  fully  qualify  you  to 
add  to  the  stock  of  valuable  information  already  com- 


municated by  Mr.  Vaux,  Mr.  Livingston,  Dr.  Bache, 
Mr.  Sergeant,  and  other  gentlemen.  I  remember  with 
infinite  satisfaction  the  opportunity  which  was  politely 
afforded  me  of  visiting  the  State  Prison,  under  your  im- 
mediate guardianship.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  can 
bear  testimony  of  the  admirable  management  adopted 
in  every  Department  of  that  Institution.  Its  healthy 
and  elevated  site.  Its  beautiful  architectural  propor- 
tions; the  rigid  attention  paid  to  the  means  of  preserv- 
ing the  health  of  the  Prisoners,  by  cleanliness,  ventila- 
tion, pure  water,  and  wholesome  diet  constitute  it  in 
my  opinion  the  best  regulated  and  most  complete  es- 
tablishment in  the  world.  The  favourable  impression 
made  on  my  mind  in  viewing  this  splendid  edifice  can 
never  be  effaced,  and  I  wish  most  ardently  that  the  ex- 
ample of  Pennsylvunia  may  be  followed  by  every  State 
of  the  Union,  in  adopting  the  plan  of  solitary  imprison- 
ment, and  manual  labour.  1  he  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  it  are  of  such  importance  that  none  but  the 
most  prejudiced  and  fastidious  can  take  exception  lo  it. 
In  awarding  justice,  we  have  nothing  to  fear  from  gen- 
tlemen of  honor  and  science,  ;is  it  is  to  be  presumed 
their  opinions  would  be  founded  on  correct  principles. 
Fiom  men  of  impartial  and  liberal  sentiments  wc  have 
a  right  to  expect  a  fa'r  and  candid  dicisioii,  but  from 
the  capricious  and  capiious  who  too  often  view  every 
object  through  the  most  jaundiced  and  distorted  vision 
we  look  for  nothing  but  vulgar  and  glaring  misrepresen- 
tations. 

I  have  recently  read  with  great  interest  and  satisfac- 
tion, the  work  of  Messieurs  De  Beaumont  and  De 
Tocqueville  "on  the  Penitentiary  system  in  the  United 
States."  These  gentlemen  have  done  jas'ice  to  Ihe 
subject,  and  their  pages  are  divested  of  those  illiberal 
and  erroi.eons  remarks  which  so  often  disgrace  modern 
travellers.  Y'ou  have  no  doubt  perused  with  attention 
their  useful  Book,  andmustadmit  the  correclnessof  this 
observation  "that  in  the  Philadelphia  Penitentiary,  the 
moral  situation  in  which  the  convicts  are  placed  Is  emi- 
nently calcidaled  to  facilitate  their  regeneration."  We 
must  also  fully  concur  in  the  truth  of  the  following  re- 
marks: "Such  is  the  fatal  influence  of  the  wicked  upon 
each  other,  that  one  finished  rogue  in  a  prison  suffices 
as  a  model  for  all  who  see  and  hear  him  to  I'adtion  their 
vices  and  immorality  upon  his.  It  is  evident  that  all 
moral  contagion  among  the  imprisoned,  is  impossible, 
where  thick  walls  separate  the  Prisoners  day  and  night. 
The  new  Penitentiaries  in  which  this  contagious  influ- 
ence  is  avoided,  have  therefore  gained  a  signal  advan- 
tage; and  as  long  as  that  prison  has  not  yet  been  found 
whose  discipline  iscompletely  regenerating  in  its  effects, 
perhaps  we  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  the  best  Pri- 
son is  that  which  does  not  corrupt."  I  was  greatly  sur- 
prised to  find  it  staled  by  the  authors  of  this  work  that 
they  saw  two  Insane  convicts  in  the  Prison.  I  should 
suppose  they  must  have  been  admitted  in  that  slate 
while  laboring  under  temporary  derangement.  Much 
has  been  written  on  the  subject  of  Penal  Jurisprudence, 
and  various  are  the  opinions  as  to  the  best  and  most  ef- 
fectual mode  of  diminishing  crime,  and  reforming  the 
criminal.  Some  writers  are  adv<  cates  of  Ihe  Auburn 
system  of  discipline,  others  are  in  favor  of  Ihe  penal 
code  of  England,  which  too  often  hurries  the  wretched 
convict  into  elerniiy  for  offences  which  are  not  of  suffi- 
cient magnitude  and  enormity  lo  justify  the  ignomini- 
ous punishment  of  dea'h  by  the  gallows.  You  may  re- 
member lo  have  read  among  the  works  of  Dr.  Franklin, 
some  very  sensible  remarks  and  severe  strictures  on  the 
English  criminal  Laws,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  Benja- 
min H.  Vaughan,  Esq.  dated  March  14,  1785 — that 
great  and  good  man  has  declared  in  the  most  positive 
terms  his  abhorrence  of  the  rigour  of  those  Laws,  and 
expresses  his  opinion,  "that  in  all  cases,  on  the  eternal 
principle  of  justice  and  equity,  pun'shments  should  be 
proportioned  to  offences." 

I  cannot  concei\  e  that  a  more  judicious  and  efficient 
mode  of  punishmsnt  could  be  adopted  than  solitary  im- 
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prisonment  on  the  Pennsylvania  plan.  I  am  aware  of 
the  attempts  which  have  been  made  to  attach  odium 
to  it;  pertect  unanimity  of  opinion,  however,  is  seldom 
to  be  expected,  and  men  are  too  easily  led  astray  by 
prejudice,  ignorance,  and  caprice — without  experiment 
and  research,  truth  cannot  be  fairly  developed,  and  the 
more  narrowly  we  investigate,  the  nearer  we  approach 
to  it.  In  the  figurative  language  of  a  respectable  wri- 
ter "The  Sun  illuminates  the  Hills,  whilst  it  is  below 
the  horizon,  and  truth  is  discovered  by  the  highest 
minds  only,  a  little  before  it  becomes  manifest  to  the 
multitude;"  thus,  men  of  great  intellectual  worth  are 
enabled  by  well  directed  efforts  to  propagate  doctrines 
which  have  a  tendency  to  enlighten  and  improve  the 
mind,  and  by  gradual  and  certain  progress  to  reform 
and  benefit  the  human  race.  We  are  told  that  Bias, 
one  of  the  Sages  of  Greece  regarded  the  greater  part  of 
mankind  as  bad,  hut  admitting  that  only  a  fourth  are  so, 
it  must  not  then  surprise  us  if  prisons  are  increased  in 
large  and  populous  citie  s,  where  crime  is  constantly  ac- 
cumulating with  luxury,  and  misery  appears  in  all  its 
horrors. 

If  criminals  are  not  radically  vicious,  and  are  not  so 
depraved  as  to  be  beyond  the  control  of  the  Law,  it 
must  therefore  be  reasonable  to  suppose  that  of  all  the 
modes  of  punishment  which  have  hitherto  been  tried, 
solitary  confinement  promises  to  be  most  conducive  to 
the  moral  welfare  of  the  prisoner,  and  the  good  of  the 
State.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  great  and 
distinguished  name  of  Roscoe*  has  been  found  among 
the  enemies  of  this  system,  tlie  real  merits  of  whic'h 
could  be  little  understood  when  it  was  denounced  as 
cruel  and  tyrannical,  and  compared  to  the  Bastile. 

The  Pennslvania  system  has  been  founded  in  a  spirit 
of  philanthrophy  and  justice,— whereas  the  Bastile  was 
instituted  by  an  act  of  tyranny,  and  the  voice  of  a  ty- 
rant could  command  an  innocent  subject  to  be  incarce- 
rated within  the  walls  of  a  gloomy  dungeon,  without  a 
trial,  and  with  no  other  process  than  a  Lettre  de  cachet, 
and  because  "Le  Roile  veut"  (the  King  wills  it)  I  thank 
God,  that  for  the  honor  of  mankind,  and  the  cause  of 
humanity,  this  monument  of  Despotism  has  long  since 
ceased  to  disgrace  the  French  nation. 

No  fetters  and  whips,  or  other  instruments  of  torture 
are  tolerated  within  the  walls  of  the  Eastern  State  Pri- 
son. Justice  is  here  tempered  by  mercy,  and  the 
prisoner  has  full  time  to  reflect  on  his  past  misdeeds, 
and  to  repent  of  having  ufl'ended  the  laws  of  God  and 
his  country.  The  irksomeness  of  his  confinement  is 
greatly  relieved  by  mechanical  occupation,  and  his 
mind  is  solaced  by  the  Bible  and  Prayer  Book,  whilst 
he  finds  additional  consolation  in  the  occasional  visits 
from  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  the  learned  and  amiable 
Physician  of  the  Institution,  and  has  in  you  a  friend  and 
guardian;  for  who  is  so  well  qualified  to  take  special 
charge  of  this  Institution  as  a  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  whose  religion  proclaims  peace,  charity,  and 
good  will  to  all  mankind.  The  opportunities  you  have 
enjoyed  in  visiting  and  inspecting  the  condition  of  the 
Prisons  of  Europe  and  the  United  States,  must  render 
you  competent  to  form  a  correct  opinion  on  the  various 
methods  of  managing  and  enforcing  Prison  Discipline, 
and  have  enabled  you  to  ob.serve  the  striking  contrast 
which  the  Pennsylvania  system  presents  to  those  Gaols, 
where  the  brutal  punishment  of  the  lash  is  frequently 
inflicted  for  every  petty  offence,  where  the  young  and 
inexperienced  in  crime  are  associated  with  the  most 
abandoned  malefactors,  and  obliged  by  their  deplora- 
ble situation  to   listen    to  the   fiendish  recital  of  their 

•Injustice  to  the  mmory  of  Mr.  Rcscoe,  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe,  that  some  months  prior  to  his  decease, 
his  opinions  underwent  a  great  change;  and  he  thought 
more  favorably  of  the  Pennsylvania  System,  when  he 
learnt  that  manual  labour  was  required,  and  oppor- 
tunities granted  to  the  prisoner,  for  mental  improve- 
ment. 


atrocious  acts  of  rapine  and  murder,  to  their  boisterous 
mirth  and  vulgar  jests,  or  be  subjected  to  the  ferocious 
looks  and  unbridled  fury  of  such  monsters,  amidst  the 
clanking  of  chains,  the  imprecations,  and  licentious  jar- 
gon of  the  most  unrelenting  villains.  The  advantages 
of  solitary  imprisonment  are  obvious,  and  the  happy  in- 
fluence exercised  by  it  over  the  mind  of  the  convict, 
cannot  be  too  highly  appreciated,  and  it  yet  remains  for 
you  to  ascertain  how  much  it  can  be  improved,  and  to 
what  extent  it  may  be  successfully  carried.  Permit  me 
before  I  close  this  communication  (already  too  prohx) 
to  remark,  that  in  thiseidightenedage,when  the  march 
of  intellect  is  making  such  rapid  strides  to  ameliorate 
the  moral  state  of  mind;  to  forward  the  views  of  phi- 
lanthropic Statesmen,  and  men  of  science,  the  criminal 
laws  of  those  countries  which  declare  such  crimes  capi- 
tal, and  punishable  with  death,  as  do  not  here  admit  of 
punishment  by  solitary  imprisonment  for  a  longer  pe- 
riod than  four  or  five  years,  are  a  violation  of  the  esta- 
blished principles  «f  humanity,  and  at  variance  with  the 
doctrines  of  Christianity.  Many  of  the  zealous  cham- 
pions of  the  English  Penal  Law  contend  that  prevention 
is  the  great  end  of  punishment;  but  conflicting  as  arfe 
the  opinions  on  this  subject,  let  us  lay  it  down  as  a 
maxim,  that  he  who  advocates  the  cause  of  mercy  takes 
the  safe  side  of  the  question,  provided  he  does  not 
trample  upon  and  infringe  the  great  precepts  of.  the 
Christian  Religion.  There  are  it  is  true,  certain  crimes 
although  not  |)roduclng  death,  yet  so  heinous  as  to 
warrant  the  most  severe  punishment  the  Law  can  in- 
flict. The  g:reat  objection  to  the  penal  Law  of  Eng- 
land is  that  it  makes  no  difference  between  the  felon 
who  commits  murder  and  the  criminal  who  steals  it 
sheep.  An  eminent  English  writer  who  thinks  the 
Criminal  Law  of  England  faulty,  and  condemns  it  for 
undue  severity,  m..intains,  "  that  offences  are  punished 
not  according  to  the  moral  guilt  which  they  indicate  irt 
the  offender,  but  according  to  the  facility  with  which 
they  can  be  committed  and  to  their  supposed  danger  in 
consequence  to  the  community." 

To  the  list  of  great  names  of  writers  who  are  decide 
ediy  in  favor  of  solitary  imprisonment,  may  be  added 
the  teamed  Ur.  Paley,  who  has  remarked  that  "  of  the 
reforming  puni.shmenls  which  have  not  yet  been  tried; 
none  promise  so  much  success  as  that  of  solitary  im- 
prisonment, or  the  confinement  of  prisoners  in  separate 
apartments.  This  improvement  augments  the  terror  of 
the  punishment,  secludes  the  criminal  from  the  society 
of  his  fell  :w  prisoners,  in  which  society  the  worse  art 
sure  to  corrupt  the  better;  weans  him  from  the  know- 
ledge of  his  companions,  and  from  the  love  of  that  tur- 
bulent, precarious  life  in  which  his  vices  had  engaged 
him,  is  calculated  to  raise  up  in  him  reflections  on  th6 
folly  of  his  choice,  and  to  dispose  his  mind  to  such  bit- 
ter and  continued  penitence  as  may  produce  a  lasting 
alteration  on  the  principles  of  his  conduct." 

I  have  for  the  present  sufficiently  trespassed  on  your 
time,  and  have  only  to  say  that  I  iieartily  wish  success 
to  the  great  cause  of  Justice  and  Humanity  in  which 
Pennsylvania  has  embarked;  her  conduct  is  truly  meri- 
torious, and  her  example  will,  1  hope,  be  followed  by 
every  State  in  the  Union.  1  will  shortly  have  the  satis- 
faction of  communicating  to  you  the  opinion  of  an  emi. 
nent  Judge  of  this  State,  who  is  an  accomplished  scho- 
lar, and  a  gentleman  in  whose  judgment  I  have  perfect 
reliance;  indeed,  we  cannot  be  too  solicitous  in  seeking 
for  information  from  the  highest  authority,  and  the  best 
informed  men,  on  every  subject  connected  with  the 
welfare  of  an  enlightened  people,  and  particularly  when 
we  confide  in  their  opinions  to  elicit  truth;  and  under 
such  circumstances,!  consider  it  is  as  a  duty  they  owe  to 
their  country,  and  to  the  cause  of  Philanthropy  not  to 
withhold  them. 

I  am.  Dear  Sir,  with  sentiinents  of  great 
respect  and  regard,  your's  sincerely, 

PHILIP  TIDYMAN. 
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EASTEUN  PENITENTIARY, 

PniLiDELPHii,  9  Month  26th,  1834. 

Estecmeil  Friend, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  thy  two  com;nunic;itions,  which  would  have 
been  sooner  replied  to,  but  for  the  numerous  calls  on 
my  time,  and  I  am  sure  thy  goodness  will  excuse  the 
delav. 

The  favorable  opinion  thou  hast  so  kindly  and  ably 
expressed  respecting  our  Penitentiary,  and  the  firm 
conviction  anticipated  of  its  hippy  result,  will  I  have 
no  doubt,  be  fully  realized  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
all  the  advocates  of  the  system.  Thus  far  we  have 
every  cause  for  congratulation,  and  many  of  those  who 
were  decidedly,  and  1  beheve  conscientious'y  opposed 
to  the  theory  of  solitary  confinement,  have  after  a  care- 
ful and  impartial  examination  of  the  system  as  prac- 
tised by  us,  become  thorougl)  converts  and  warm  ad- 
vocates. It  must  however  be  admitted  that  some  of 
these,  as  wdl  as  most  of  the  opponents  of  the  sys- 
tem, have  not  had  a  distinct  understanding  of  it. — 
They  supposed  that  the  prisoner  was  immured  in  a 
small  and  perhtps  dirk  cell,  without  books  or  employ- 
ment; never  seeing  the  face  of  mm,  and  rarely  hearing 
his  voice, — hence  they  h  ive  siid  it  was  "cruel  in  the 
extreme,  and  should  not  be  tolera'ed."  Hut  when 
some  of  these  very  persons  have  seen  the  spaciousness 
of  the  cells,  the  attention  pa  d  to  their  construction,  to 
the  ventiUtion,  heating  and  facilities  to  cleanse  them — 
when  they  have  seen  the  men  cliecrfuUy  engaged  in 
their  various  employments,  seen  them  with  their  books, 
and  know  that  Ihev  are  seen  by  the  keepers  and  offi- 
cial visitors,  that  they  receive  both  religious  and  me- 
chanical instruction,  that  the  system  ca'inot  be  called 
solitary,  but  is  perfectly  s;,-parate  confinement,  with 
religious,  rairal,  and  mec!iiiiicil  i  istructioii: — these 
very  opponents  cry  out  "  we  did  not  understand  you, 
and  we  now  fear  that  instead  of  being  too  suvere,  your 
system  is  ion  lenient"  I  do  not  think  we  can  be  un- 
derstood without  being  seen,  and  I  do  rejoice  that  some 
distinguished  men  like  thyself,  have  taken  the  trouble 
to  come,  see  and  kno.v  for  yourselves.  I  have  some-  ' 
times  thought  that  in  speaking  of  the  discipline  of  the 
Institution,  we  might  say  thtt  we  discard  the  word 
punishment  and  substitute  that  of  piivjtlon.  Thus,  if 
a  man  steal,  ''om  his  fellow  man,  he  is  not  fit  to  run 
at  large  and  is  therefore  locked  up,  deprived  of  socie-  , 
ty,  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  If  he  conducts 
himself  witli  propriety,  he  is  comfortable,  fed,  clothed 
and  allowed  to  walk  in  a  yard  once  a  day.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  work  and  earn  his  living,  as  this  is  the  duty  j 
of  all,  if  he  neglects  to  do  this,  (unless  sick)  he  is  fed  i 
accordingly;  if  he  abuses  the  privilfge  of  his  y.ard,  he  ] 
is  not  suffered  to  go  into  it,  if  he  behaves  refractory,  he  [ 
is  put  into  a  less  comfortable  cell,  and  his  diet  reduced  j 
until  he  is  in  a  better  state  of  mind;  but  stripes  and  i 
chains  are  entirely  discarded,  and  very  little  trouble  is  j 
found  in  the  management  of  prisoners.  The  two  mou 
important  objects  of  improvement  are  the  security  of 
society  and  tiie  reformation  of  the  criminal.  The  latter 
had  ceased  to  be  hoped  for  under  the  old  prison  regu- 
lations, (if  regulations  they  could  be  called)  and  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  agreed,  that  wliat  had  been 
intended  for,  and  called  .Penitentiaries,  produced 
more  crimes  than  they  eradicated,  and  the  ony  bene- 
ficial effect  was,  that  the  inmates  were  prevented  from 
committing  depredations  on  society  during  their  con- 
finement. But  it  is  doubtful  whether  even  in  this  re- 
spect there  was  any  advantage,  and  whether  it  would 
not  be  as  well  to  dispense  with  imprisonment  rather 
than  herd  them  together  where  the  hardened  an  1  ac- 
complished villain  was  constantly  teaching  the  novice, 
and  thus  creating  an  extensive  community  of  thieves — 
Attempts  were  eariy  made  in  Pennsylvania  to  remedy 
this  evil,  but  from  circumstances  (not  necessary  t)  men- 
tion in  this  letter)  were  never  carried  into  full  opera- 
tion. The  neighboring  State  of  New  York  esperienc 
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mg  this  evil  lo  a  great  extent,  altered  Hieir  State  Prison 
at  Auburn  so  as  to  give  each  convict  a  leparate  cell  to 
sleep  in,  and  established  a  strict  and  severe  discipline 
during  the  day,  so  as  to  cut  nfl"  much  of  the  communi- 
cation which  had  before  existed  between  the  prisoners. 
The  Legislature  were  so  much  pleased  with  this,  that 
a  new  prison  was  built  at  Sing  Sing.  While  this  was 
going  on  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania  satisfied  with  the 
elficicy  of  their  former  plans,  directed  the  building  of 
a  Prison  at  Pittsbutg,  and  one  at  Philadelphia,  for  sep- 
ar.ate  confinement  both  day  and  night.  No  difference 
of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  evil  effects  of  the  old  mode 
of  allowing  all  to  be  together,  but  the  question  appears 
to  be,  whether  it  is  best  to  allow  prisoners  to  be  work- 
ed together  in  the  day,  and  lodged  separate  at  night, 
or  kept  separate  both  day  and  night,  and  deprived  of 
all  opportunity  of  seeing  or  knowing  each  other.  This 
subject  is  ably  argued  in  a  pamphlet  written  by  G.  W. 
Smith,  Esq  of  this  city,  cntitlf<l,  a  Defence  of  the  Sys- 
tem of  Solitary  Confinement,  &c.  which  coittains  more 
information  on  the  subject  of  prisons  and  prison  discip- 
line, than  any  work  of  its  size  that  I  have  seen.  At 
the  time  this  was    written,  we    had  not  the  full  ad- 


vantage of    ex[)erience. 
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f  actual  practice,  we  find  th.at  all  we  promised 
has  been  realized,  and  none  of  those  horrible  results 
predicted  by  those  opposed  to  us,  have  occurred. — 
We  find  that  separate  confijiement  with  l.ibour,  does 
not  cause  either  insanity  or  disease;  we  have  now  pris- 
oners who  have  spent //Kr  and  one  nearly  y?rc  years 
with  us,  who  to  all  appearance  are  in  as  good  health  as 
the  day  they  came  in,  and  as  respects  their  miniU^huy 
have  evidently  much  improved.  It  mtist  be  admitted 
that  where  they  labotirin  workshops  together,  tlurre  is 
a  greater  choice  of  trad-s,  and  hence  more  profit  will 
accrue  to  the  Institution;  tliis  I  consider  of  minor  im- 
portance; it  is  desir.able  that  the  prisoner  should  be 
made  to  support  himself,  this  is  all  I  deem  necessary. 
No  State  should  promote  crime,  to  increase  its  reve- 
nues, and  I  caimot  b;it  beli  ve  that  where  prisoners  are 
allowed  to  associate  at  all  and  see  each  other,  they 
become  acquainted  with  the  persons  of  e-acli  other,  and  • 
although  butliltb  oi-al  communication  m.ay  take  place, 
crime  is  ths  nec-ssary  result. 

Wherever  prisoners  are  allowed  to  come  together, 
they  will  know  each  oth  -r  and  they  will  communicate 
together;  in  order  lo  prevent  this,  corporal  punish- 
ment is  resorted  to,  and  in  exact  proportion  as  it  is 
prevented,  is  tlie  severity  of  the  whipping.  Now  this 
practice  I  miist  enter  my  protest  against.  From  the 
long  and  periiaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  say,  the  exten- 
sive knowledge  I  have'had  of  the  various  systems  in 
the  practice  both  in  Europe  and  America,  the  pains  I 
have  taken  to  investigate  the  effect  and  results  of  their 
discipline,  have  fully  convinced  me,  that  the  cruel  prac- 
tice of  whipping  is'a  serious  and  lasting  injury;  it  de- 
gr.ades  the  individual  still  lower  in  his  »)wn  estimation, 
it  hardens  his  heart,  renders  him  callous  and  dead  tn 
all  the  kind  and  better  feelings  of  our  nature.and  should 
he  survive  the  cruel  treatment  (which  I  fear  is  too  of- 
ten inflicted)  and  be  restoreil  again  to  liberty,  he  comes 
upon  so'-ietj  with  his  feelings  embittered  against  man- 
kind, his  mind  bent  o'l  revenge,  and  ready  at  the  first 
opportunity  to  plunge  again  into  crime — thus  the  se- 
cond state  of  this  man  is  worse  than  the  first.  I  can- 
not approve  of  anv  svsteni,  the  success  of  which  de- 
pends on  violence  or  the  lash,  nor  do  I  think  it  will  ever 
be  permitted  in  Pennsylvania.  If  separate  sleeping 
cell3atnight,slrict  discipline  during  the  day,  kept  up 
by  the  fear  of  the  whip  has  a  salutary  effect.— I  would 
ask  have  we  not  all  the  advantages  where  this  separa- 
tion is  both  day  and  night,  and  where  there  is  no  neces- 
sity forthis  severity  to  preserve  the  discipline  of  the  es- 
tablishment. To  the  Philanthropist  I  would  say  come, 
view,  examine  for  yourself,— let  the  opposers  of  the  In- 
stitution cast  aside  all  prejudice,  and  give  it  an  impar- 
tial investigation;  let  them  behold  the  inisoners,  view 
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them  at  their  various  employments,  their  health,  their 
cheerfulness,  their  mild  demeanor,  their  ready  acquies- 
cence in  all  orders  given,and  the  apparent  pleasure  with 
which  they  are  obeyed, — it  \viH  then  be  asked  how  is 
all  this  accomplished?  I  answer  by  separate  confine- 
ment, by  a  uniform,  kind  and  judicious  treatment,  by  a 
regular  course  of  labour,  proper  exercise,  by  the  peru- 
sal of  the  Bible,  and  various  religious  books,  and  by 
what  instruction  it  is  in  our  power  to  give.  We  Inok 
upon  them  as  men,  (not  as  brutes,)  as  a  part  of  the 
great  human-  family  with  ourselves,  and  we  consider  it 
a  duty  incumbent'' upon  us  to  use  mild  and  persuasive 
measures,  anjl  endeavour  by  precepts  ot  virtue,  morali- 
ty, and  religion.to  weiin  them  from  their  vicious  course, 
bring  them  to  a  deep  and  full  sense  of  their  guilt,  and 
the  consequent  degradation  and  misery  ever  attendant 
upon  crime.  We  need  no  lash  nor  chains,  no  threats  or 
violence  to  enforce  our  rules  and  regulations,  we  pur- 
sue a  merciful,  but  a  firm  and  df  terrained  course.  That 
all  who  are  thus  disciplined  will  go  out  and  become 
good  citizens,  would  be  almost  a  miracle;  but  even  up- 
on some  old  and  hardened  oflTcnders,  a  radical  change 
has  been  effected,  and  their  good  and  industrious  con- 
duct since  their  discharge,  has  satisfied  us  that  if  they 
have  not  been  reformed,  they  have  at  least  been  bene- 
fitted. My  hopes  and  expectations  have  been  more  im- 
mediately directed  to  the  young  in  crimci  those  who 
are  not  by  profession  thieves,  but  who  have  been  led 
into  crime  by  neglect,  misfortune  or  chance,  or  who 
have  just  commenced  the  career  in  crime,  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  other  vogues,  and  who  do  not  belong 
to  the  communily  of  thieves.  These  form  no  small 
portion  among  criminal.s,  and  it  is  on  these  that  1 
humbly,  but  most  confidently  trust  our  Institution 
will  confer  a  lasting  blessing;  I  look  forward  with 
hope  and  confidence,  which  the  reiiult  has  so  far  fully 
sustained,  that  the  majority  will  "  cease  lo  do  evil  and 
learn  to  do  well,"  and  become  useful  and  honorable 
members  of  society. 

I  send  a  set  oF Reports  made  lo  the  Legislature  from 
the  opening  of  the  Penitenitary  to  the  first  of  this  year, 
these  contain  information  on  several  subjects  I'eferred 
to  in  thy  letters,  and  the  tables  will  give  all  the  statisti 
cal  information  requested;  my  own  Reports  contain  opi- 
nions which  I  would  otherwise  here  have  to  reiterate. 
In  reply  as  to  thy  inquiries,  as  to  the  moral  condition  of 
the  colored  convict  as  compared  to  the  white,  I  m.ay  say 
it  is  inferior,  but  a  few  have  had  advantages  of  school 
learning,  and  the  care  of  masters  when  young,  while 
most  have  been  hired  out  from  early  youth,  without  any 
pains  having  been  taken  to  instill  into  them  principles 
of  morality  or  religion.  Very  few  are  convicted  of  high 
crimes  except  for  Burglary;  but  these  cases  are  gene- 
rally without  violence,  their  propensity  appears  lo  be, 
to  pilfer  and  to  sleal.  They  work  full  as  well  as  our 
white  prisoners  and  readily  receive  instruction,  and  very 
few  have  shewn  a  refractory  disposition,  three  or  four 
out  of  the  whole  number  receivecl  have  been  slaves,  and 
two  of  these  excellent  prisoners. 

Our  diet  consists  of  one  pound  of  good  bread  and  a 
pint  of  coflTee  or  cocoa  for  breakfast,  three  quarters  of  a 
pound  of  beef  without  bone,  one  pint  of  soup  and  as 
many  potatoes  as  they  wish  for  dinner;  we  occasionally 
give  instead  of  beef  half  a  pound  of  pork,  and  at  some 
seasons  rice  instead  of  potatoes;  for  supper  Indian  mush 
as  much  as  they  please,  and  they  get  once  a  month  half 
a  gallon  of  molasses,  which  is  used  at  discretion,  salt  is 
also  given  to  them.  Each  cell  has  water  introduced 
into  it  which  the  inmates  can  draw  at  pleasute.  1  he 
ground  floor  of  our  observatory,  being  about  on  a  level 
with  the  top  of  the  reservoir  at  Fair  Mount  (96  feet 
above  high  water!  we  find  with  regret  that  we  cannot 
have  sufficient  supply  of  water  from  that  source,  and 
therefore  have  decided  on  having  the  necessary  water 
works  within  our  walls.  Notwithstanding  our  elevated 
site,  we  find  water  at  12  feet  below  the 


in  which  we  shall  have  12  or  14  feet  depth  of  water.— 
We  have  also  in  process  a  reservoir  40  feet  diameter 
built  above  the  level  of  our  cells,  which  is  calculated 
to  hold  one  weeks  supply  for  the  whole  establishment. 
I  mention  these  facts  to  show  that  where  there  are  not 
the  advantages  of  a  public  water  works,  the  necessary 
supply  may  be  obtained  within  the  walls. 

With  sentiments  of  great  esteem  and  respect, 
I  remain  thy  sincere  friend, 

SAMUEL  R.  WOOD. 
Dr.  Philip  Tidyman,  Charleston,  S.  C- 


From  the  Lancaster  Journal 
THE  MAUIKTTA  BRANCH  RAIL  WAY, 

Forming  a  connection  with  the  Columbia  and  Phila- 
delphia rail  way,  at  the  depot  near  Coluinbia.  The  in- 
teresting report  of  the  Chief  Engineer,  Mr.  Gay,  upon 
this  important  connection  with  the  Susquehanna,  at  the 
Borough  of  Marietta,  is  published  in  this  day's  paper. 
By  this  project,  the  inclined  plane  at  Columbia  is  en- 
tirely avoided,  and  one  of  the  most  favorable  and  beau- 
tiful points  upon  the  great  river,  will  be  opened  for  an 
extensive  river  and  inland  trade.  There  c;in  be  no 
doubt  of  the  success  of  the  undertaking. 


just 


KEPORT  OF  EDWARD   F.   GAY,   ESQ.-   CIVIL 

ENGINEER, 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  JMarietta  Rail  Way: 

Gentlemen — Having  been  desired  by  you  "to  make 
the  necessary  examinations,  for  a  line  of  rail  way  from 
the  borough  of  .Marietta, to  the  nearest  practicable  point 
of  connection  with  the  Pennsylvania  rail  way.  East  of 
the  Columbia  inclined  plane,"  I  now  submit  lo  you  the 
result  of  my  labours,  embraced  in  the  following  report 
and  estimate,  together  with  a  map  representing  the  po- 
sition of  the  line  with  reference  to  the  State  Improve- 
ments, as  completed. 

Commencing  at  the  East  line  of  (he  borough  of  Mari- 
etta, the  route  of  the  rail  way  is  traced  nearly  parallel 
with  the  Columbia  and  Marietta  turnpike,  to  station  No. 
56,  being  fifteen  chains  south  of  'Spinning  Wheel  Point,' 
thence  bears  eastwardly.and  crossing  Bethel's  Riin,passi-s 
through  the  northern  limits  of  the  boroug*  -^f  Columbia, 
and  after  crossing  Shawnee  Run,  it  intersects  the  Penn- 
sylvania rail  way  near  to  the  Lancaster  and  Columbia 
Turnpike,  and  di.stant  about  20  chains  East  of  the 
'Locomotive  Depot,'  at  the  head  of  the  inclined  plane. 
The  whole  length  of  tlie  line,  as  measured,  is  three 
miles  ai-.d  sixty  nine  chains. 

From  station  No,  85,  on  the  dividing  ridge,  between 
Bethel's  and  Shawnee  Kuns,  a  line  w;as  traced  North- 
wardly, near  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  S.  Heiss,  and  connect- 
ed with  tiie  Pennsylvania  rail  way,  about  half  a  mile 
east  of  the  point  proposed,  as  represented  on  the  map, 
but  as  this  route  was  found  to  possess  no  advantages 
over  the  other,  it  was  abandoned. 

By  reference  to  the  map,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  pro- 
posed route,  as  laid  down,  is  remarkably  direct  in  its 
general  coiu-se,  and  if  viewed  in  connection  with  the 
character  of  the  intervening  country,  ofTords  the  short- 
est possible,  and  I  may  add,  practicable  line,  for  a  rail 
way  between  Marietta  and  the  Pennsylvania  rail  way, 
by  which  the  inclined  plane  can  be  avoided. 

'The  character  of  the  line  is  distinctly  and  naturally 
marked  into  three  dlvisons.  The  first  extending  from 
Marietta  to  Chicques  creek;  second,  from  Chicques  to 
station  No-  56  fifteen  chains  south  of  'Spinning;  Wheel 
Point,'  and  third,  from  station  No.  56,  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania rail  way. 

The  first  division  is  rem.arkably  favorable  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  rail  way,  the  excavation  will  be  light, 
and   the  expense  comparatively  trifling.     As  the  line 
face;  we  have  I  cresses  the  Chicques  creek,  at  the  pool  of  Heitry  Halde- 


(ipleted  a  well  30  feet  diameter  and  26  feet  deep,  |  tnaii's  Mill  dam,  a  bridge  of  383  feet  in  length  will  be 
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required  at  tliat  place,  also,  a  small  bridge  over  the  saw 
mill  head-race. 

The  second  division,  commencing  at  Chicques  creek, 
is  traced  along  the  precipitous  face  of  'Chicques  hill,' 
and  in  its  course  encounters  several  heavy  rockciits 
and  embankments.  Materials  for  the  embankments, 
will  in  some  places,  be  difficult  to  obtain,  as  a  large 
portion  of  the  natural  soil  which  originally  covered  tl>e 
rocky  lace  of  the  hill,  has  been  removed,  to  furm  the 
canal  and  turnpike,  which  are  constructed  alonif  its 
base.  The  mnst  prominent  rock-cuts,  which  occui'  on 
this  division,  are  through,  what  are  commonly  known 
as  'C/iicques  Jtoc/cs,'  And  'Spinnim;  IVIted  Point.'  At 
each  of  these  points  the  maximum  depth  of  excavation 
will  be  sixty  feet,  the  distance  however,  will  be  quite 
short,  (not  exccedinp;  one'  chain  each)  and  the  position 
of  the  cuts  favorable  for  the  advantageous  application 
of  labor  to  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  face  of  this  hill  presents  numer- 
ous obstacles  which  are  calculated  to  render  the  line  ex- 
pensive, still  the  difficulties  are  far  from  being  as  seri- 
ous as  would  natur.ally  be  anticipated  by  a  casual  ob- 
server. 

The  third  division,  commencing  at  station  No.  56, 
passes  over  an  undulating  surface  for  nearly  its  whole 
length.  The  excavation  on  the  dividing  ridge  between 
Bethel's  and  Shawnee  runs,  will  be  heavy,  and  also  the 
embankments  across  those  runs.  The  line,  however, 
has  been  arranged,  both  in  reference  to  direction  and 
grade,  so  as  to  ensure  a  sufficiencv  of  materials  from 
the  excavation  to  form  the  embankments,  which  is  the 
only  sure  method  ofpreserving  a  due  degree  of  economy 
in  the  construction  of  this  division  of  the  work. 

I  now  proceed  to  show  tlVe   graduation   of  the   line 
traced,  which  is  as  follows: — 
From  .Marietta  to  station 

No.    8,  dist.  24  chas.  level. 
No.     8  to  No.  19,  do.  32  do.     descent  20  ft.  pr.  m. 
No.  19  to  No.  24,  do.  15  do.     level. 
No.  24  to  .\"o.  85,  do.  186  do.     ascent  per  m.  34  ft. 
No.  85  to  No.  94,  do.   27  do.     level. 
No.  94  to  P.  rail  w.ay,  25  do.     ascent  per  m.  34  ft. 

The  point  of  intersection  with  the  Pennsylvania  rail 
way  is  found  to  be  SI  feet  above  the  point  of  starting  at 
Marietta. 

The  minimum  radius  of  curvature  upon  the  line,  (be- 
ing at  'Spinning  Wheel  Point,')  is  56lI  feet,  but  as  the 
grade  at  this  point  may  be  reduced  to  20  feet  per  mile, 
it  will  be  unnecessary  to  apply  the  highest  grades  on 
any  curves  described  with  a  less  radius  than  700  feet. 
The  surface  may  therefore  be  considered  as  decidedly 
favorable  for  tlie  use  of  Locomotive  Engines  on  it. 

This  line  of  rail  way,  is  one  naturally  calculated  to 
be  expensive  in  its  construction  yet  it  affords  me  plea- 
sure to  be  able  to  assure  you  of  its  entire  practicability, 
and  to  express  my  opinion,  that  when  completed,  its 
advantages  will  be  found  to  be  fully  commensurate  with 
its  cost.  Its  object  will  be  to  place  Marietta  (whicli  is 
admirably  adapted,  by  its  location,  to  accommodate  an 
extensive  rail  way,  canal  and  river  trade,)  upon  an  equal 
footing  with  Columbia.  It  will  materially  extend  the 
facilities  for  trans-shipment  upon  the  State  Works,  and 
whether  viewed  as  an  improvement  by  itself,  support- 
ed as  it  would  be  by  an  extensive  lumber,  coal  and  ca- 
nal trade,  with  a  portion  of  the  rariidly  increasing  pas- 
senger traveUing— or,  as  a  part  of  an  extension  of  the 
Pennsylvania  rail  way  to  Harrisburgh,  (which  must  ere 
long  be  made,  as  being  the  only  natural,  and  in  every 
point  of  view,  the  best  route  for  a  rail  way,  connecting 
Philadelphia  with  the  Seat  of  Slate  Government,)  it  will 
doubtless  prove  a  profitable  source  of  investment  to  its 
proprietors. 

The  estimate  has  been  made  both  for  the  gr.aduig  and 
superstructure  of  a  double  track  of  rail  way,  with  the 
exception  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  at  Chic- 
ques Rocks,  where,  in  order  to  save  a  large  amount  of 


rock  excavation, the  two  tr-acks  arc  designed  to  be  united 
in  one.  The  graded  surf.ice  of  both  excavations  and 
embankments,  is  estimated  to  he  twenty-two  feet  wide. 
The  viaduct  across  Chicques  creek,  is  planned  with 
piers  of  crib  work,  below  ihe  water  surface,  and  rubble 
masonry  above.  Superstructure  to  be  of  wood,  con- 
structed on  Town's  plan,  Lattice  work,  covered.  The 
culverts  are  all  estimated  to  be  of  rubble  masonry — the 
one  at  Shawnee  to  be  sixteen  feet  span,  resting  on  abut. 
mcnts  4  feet  higl).  It  is  proposed  lo  support  the  em- 
bankments at  the  most  difficult  points  hcKvizea' Spinning 
If  heel  and  Chicques  Rocks,'  with  a  stone  wall  varying 
in  height  from  ten  to  sixteen  feet. — But  one  road  and 
one  farm  bridge  will  be  required  on  the  line. 

The  form  of  superstructure  estimated  for  Ihe  road, 
consists  of  whitejoak  sleepers,  ten  inches  in  di.imeter, 
placed  four  feet  apart,  and  resting  upon  broken  stone, 
compacted  in  longitudinal  trenches,  16  inches  wide  and 
one  foot  deep.  The  sleepers  to  be  notched,  and  oak 
rails  6  by  8  inches  square,  secured  to  them  with  wedges. 
The  wood  rails  to  be  capped  with  iron  pKate  rails  2\ 
inches  wide,  by  5-8  inches  thick,  properly  secured 
with  iron  spikes.  This  form  of  superstructure  is  selected, 
as  being  little  liable  to  get  out  of  order,  and  as  being 
easily  adjusted  when  repairs  are  required;  it  is  also  the 
cheipcst  form  of  road  that  could  be  adopted  with  a  ■ 
view  to  the  use  of  locomotive  engines  upon  It. 

The  following  estimate  represents  the  various  kind  of 
work  required  for  the  entire  line,  and  is  believed  to  be 
sufficient  to  complete  it.  The  quantities  have  been 
m.ade  out  with  as  much  care  as  the  nature  of  the  exami- 
nation would  allow  of  and  tlie  prices  are  such,  as  J  have 
no  doubt  the  contracts  could  readily  be  taken  for. 
ESTIMATE. 

42,430  cubic  yards  earth  excavation  a  ICcts. 
21,500     do       do       rock  a  '15cts. 

184,100  do       embankment,  a  15cts. 
2,600  perches  vertical  wall  a  80cts. 
5  culverts  containing  1400  perches  a  §2  50 
Viaduct  across  Chicques  creek. 
Fencing  and  Bridges, 

3  miles  69  chains,  double  track  rail  way,  su- 
perstructure with  turns  out. 


§4,243 
9,675 

27,615 
2,080 
3,500 
8.213 
3,060 

39,6U 

$98,000 
Add  for  contingencies,  10  per  cent.  9,800 

Total  cost,  $107,800 

Respectfully  submitted. 

EDWARD  F.  GAY, 

Engineer. 

STRASBURG  BRANCH  RAIL  ROAD. 

This  branch  extends  from  the  borough  of  Stras- 
burg,  Lancaster  county,  to  the  Columbia  and  Phila- 
delphia Rail  Road,  near  the  water  station  at  Lemons', 
extent  about  four  miles.  The  wMiole  stock  has  been 
taken,  and  the  work  it  is  expected,  will  be  put  under 
contract  without  delay — lb. 

CANAL  FROM  COLUMBIA  TO  TIDE. 
Mr.  Gay.  the  Principal  Engineer,  we  understand,  has 
completed  the  survey  of  this  route  without  encounter- 
ing any  unexpected  or  great  difficulty.  'I'he  line  to 
the  head  of  the  Union  Canal  is  about  30  miles,  and  al- 
lowing five  feet  water,  fifty  feet  in  width,  and  double 
locks,  the  cost  is  estimated  not  to  exceed  1,800,000 
dollars.  The  projected  scale  upon  which  it  is  proposed 
to  carry  it  into  execution,  though  it  does  not  exactly 
come  up  to  our  wishes,  is  certainly  grand;  yet  hardly 
equal  to  the  immense  business  which  this  line  is  des- 
tined to  pass.  The  stock,  it  is  understood,  will  be  ta- 
ken in  an  hour,  did  it  amount  to  double  the  sum  calcu- 
lated— lb. 
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LANCASTER,   MIDDLETOWN  AND  IIARRIS- 
BUUG  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  Roberts,  the  Principal  Engineer,  we  understand 
has  nearly  completed  the  surveys  of  tl)is  route,  prepara- 
tory to  placing  the  line  under  contract.  Active  ope- 
rations, it  is  expected,  will  commence  very  shortly. — 
Lane-  Journal. 


DEPTH  OF  COAL  VEINS. 
The  importance  of  ascertaining,  by  actual  experi 
ment,  the  depth  of  our  coal  veins  below  the  surface  of 
the  ground  is  on  all  hands  admitted,  and  though  we 
iiave  every  reason  to  helieve.judging  from  the  analogy 
Ihey  bear  to  the  coal  depqsites  of  oiher  countries,  that 
they  extend  dovi'nward  to  an  immeasurable  distance; 
iievertheless  an  experinient  which  could  place  this 
liighl;'  probable  and   general  opinion  on  the  solid  basis 


of  certainty, has  been  with  many  for  a  long  time  a  great 
desideratum.  We  are  happy  to  announce  that  such  an 
experiment  is  now  begun  on  the  Spohn  Tract,  where 
preparations  are  making  to  work  below  the  water  le- 
vel, and  to  follow  the  vein  in  its  descent  to  a  distance 
wliich  will  place  the  subject  beyond  all  doubt  or  con- 
troversy. For  this  purpose  a  sieam  engine  will  be  em- 
ployed and  the  work  vigorously  prosecuted.  The 
greatest  penetration  below  the  surface  yet  made  has 
not,  we  believe,  exceeded  a  hundred  feet  in  perpen- 
dicular descent,  and  even  should  the  veins  stop  short  at 
this  point,  of  which  we  cannot  think  there  is  the  remo- 
test probability,  still  there  would  be  Coal  enough  in  our 
mountains  to  supply  the  consumption  foryears'to  come. 
We  hope  th;it  the  enterprising  gentlemen  who  have 
undertaken  the  experiment  above  referred  to, will  meet 
with  that  success  to  which  their  exertions  are  so  emi- 
nently entitled. — Miners'  Journal- 
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Extract  f I  om  the  Meteorological  Register,  taken  at  the  State  Capital — Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania. 

By  James  Whight,  Librarian. 

NOVEMBER,  1834. 
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From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
REMINISCENCES  OF  THE  OI.DEN  TIME. 

Messrs.  Editors, — 

As  I  know  you  have  an  afl'ectlon  foi-  trails  of  oldcii 
time,  ami  especially  for  such  ,is  aim  to  compare  the 
present  with  the  past,  in  our  land  of  changing  charac- 
ter; I  have  herein  endeavoured  to  skelch  yovi  ;i  few  no- 
tices of  men  and  tilings,  made  in  "  notes  by  the  way," 
in  a  late  trip  to  Harrisburg. 

We  started  from  Philadelphia,  by  the  Rail  Road  Cars 
about  the  middle  of  the  past  month,  (Jan.)  making  our 
way  out  of  the  city  through  streets,  ;ind  lanes,  where  in 
our  youth  was  nothing  but  woods,  the  remains  of  Penn's 
original  forest — and  parsing  in  front  of  those  formerly 
memorable  country  scats,  IJusli  Hill,SpringetsbeiTy,SiC. 
F.iirmount  once  the  selected  spot  of  VVm.  Penn's  in- 
tended elevated  scat,  was  wholly  changed;  all  the  sur- 
rounding hills  were  drawn  away  for  the  use  of  their 
gravel,  and  intersecting  streets  and  houses,  bad  marred 
all  the  former  rural  scenes.  As  we  passed  by  the  wa- 
ter works,  now  so  renowned  and  useful,  we  could  not 
forbear  to  remember  the  foresight  and  kindness  of  Oi 


stood  the  first  lug  Inn,  by  Gibson,  having^  a  hickory 
tree  for  a  sign.  In  1730,  the  town  was  first  laid  out; 
and  in  1761,  the  same  pour  Indians  who  had  given  the 
soil,  were  cruelly  murdered  in  the  same  town  by  the 
Paxton  boys.  There  is  still  something  very  primitive 
in  various  parts  of  Lancaster.  Several  log  houses  of 
one  and  two  story  still  remain.  It  was  only  as  late  as 
1762,  that  at  this  town,  several  children  were  publicly 
advertised  and  bound  out.as  released  prisoners  from  the 
Indians,  who  could  find  no  parents  or  friends  to  claim 
them!  From  Lancaster  to  Harrisburg,  the  ro.id  pre- 
sented tlie  finest  sleighing  imagiliable,  and  the  passen- 
gers much  enjojcd  the  treat  of  such  an  extended  and 
swift  sleigh  ride,  drawn  by  four  lively  horses.  Taverns 
and  farms  lay  all  .ilong  the  route,  showing  pleasing 
evidences  of  the  improving  hand  of  industry  and  skill. 
Yet  settled  as  it  seemed  now,  it  was  not  long  since,  say 
but  eighty  years  ago,  that  all  this  region  was  traversed 
by  swarthy  Indians,  and  the  beasts  of  prey  had  their 
game  and  their  lairs.  Now,  1  could  no  longer  see  the 
poor  disconsolate  and  banished  tribes;  but  I  could  at 
least  identify  myself  with  them,  as  to  conceive  that  I 
saw  often  in  passing,   thousands  of  trees  and  numerous 


Franklin, 


perc 


....,^.,.„  ...w    ,,.,.. 5  the  change  of  the  then  ex- '  pleasant  spo/s  of  ground,  which   they  had  seen,  or  by 

cellent  pump  water   of  Philadelphia,  bequeathed  the  I  which  they  had  been  sheltered. 

city  a  legacy  to  enable  it  to  conduct  the  water  of  Wis-       We  come  at  last  to  the  gi-eat  river  of  the  Susquehan- 
■-----■  -  '  --     and  there  see  its  towermg  hills,  ranging  all  along 


sahiccon   to    Philadclpha,  and  now  behold  we  1 -- ,  .,  j  ,•      - 

population  to  drink  it  drv!  The  invention  of  Rail  Roads  '  the  river  on  its   south  western  side,  producmg  a  lively 
and  of  Locomotive  machines,  how  far,  very  far  beyond  ]  sense  of^Uie  picturesqu 
the  forecast  of  the  b(  Idest  conjectures.     Such  a  bridge 


too,  as  we  passed  upon,  over  the  Schuylkill!  At  th 
rates  of  progress  in  inventirn  and  improvement,  where 
shall  we  be  in  another  age  or  another  century!  Even 
the  great  Ice  house  above  ground  which  we  passed, 
presented  a  luxury  and  an  improvement,  which  none 
before  the  Revolution,  ever  witnessed!  In  casting  our 
eyes  up  and  down  the  beautiful  Schuylkill,  we  felt  sad 
to  think  how  all  the  former  fisheries,  and  their  pictur- 
esque accompanyments  were  forever  ruined.  Passing 
by  the  gre.it  Columbia  bridge  to  the  opposite  bank,  at 
the  head  of  the  inclined  plane,  there  we  cast 


d  beautiful. — For  ten  or 
twelve  miles,  that  we  rode  along  the  m.argin  of  the  riv- 
er, the  mind  went  back  to  the  contemplation  of  the 
once  happy  and  peaceful  homes  of  the  numerous  tribes 
of  Delaware  Indians  which  had  been  enjoying  its  com- 
forts. By  and  by,  we  reach  Harri.sburg,  the  Ci/y  of  the 
State,  where  legi.slation  and  politics,  interest  or  dlsiurb 
so  many.  This  was  the  site  o!'  tlie  Plantation  of  John 
Harris.'the  Indian  trader,  who  dwelt  here  as  an  advanc- 
ed pioneer,  and  whose  remains  (buried  in  1749)  repose 
beneath  his  mulberry  tree  on  the  river  bank  of  the 
town.  Much  coul  1  I  say  of  him  and  of  his  heroic  wife 
and  of  their  life  among  the  Indiansof  their  day. 


over  upon  Judge  Peters'  place,  and  thought  of  it  as'th^  I  but  my   article  is  already  sufticiently  long,  and  I  here 
favorite  country  retreat  of  the    Pater    Patri^  of  our  |  conclude.  W. 

country;   the   place    where  Washington   himself  once  1  = 

planted  the  now  big  chestnut  tree,  which  survives  him,  THOMAS  PARKE,   M.  D. 

and  all  those  who  then  and  there  enjoyed  his  social  in-  ,     .„.  r  .i      x  -i  ,-. 

tercourse  At  a  meeting  or  the  Du-ectors  of  the  Library  Com- 

And  now  being  seated   in  the  comfortable  cars,  and    pany  of  Philadelphia,   and  of  the  Trustees  of  ihe  Lo- 


:ing  sea 

rolled  swiftly  on   our  way,  the  mind  reflects  spon  the 
present  improved  and  enriched  country,  and  its  educa- 


ted inhabitants,  as  compared  with  the  past,  so  different 
now,  from  what  it  must  have  been,  when  Gov.  Pownall 
(who  has  left  us  some  leaves  of  his  journal,)  travelled 
by  much  of  the  same  line  of  country  out  to  Lancaster 
in  1754,  as  to  a  frontier  town,  where  pack  saddles,  and 
guns  constituted  the  chief  manufactures  for  the  western 
Indian  trader.  He  found  noth  ng  then  along  this  to 
mark  his  distances  and  distinguish  his  observations,  but 
some  Inns,  such  as  have  come  down,  by  their  former 
signs  to  the  present  day,  to  wit:  the  Buck,  the  White 

Horse,   the  Ship,  the  Wagon,  the  Tun,   and  the  lied    w  .      .         .    r       ,  -.  . 

Lion.     Where  else  shall  we  find  taverns  of  such  long    prosperity  of  the   Institution,  induced  its  memb 


ganian  Librarv,  on  the  Twelfth  of  February,  1835— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morgan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lewis, 
the  following  Notice  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Parki:, 
was  directed  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes  of  botfi 
Boards: — 

On  f^e  ninth  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini  1835,  our 
venerable  Friend  and  Associate,  Doctor  THOMAS 
PAUKE,  departed  thisLlfe,  in  the  eighty-slxdi  year  of 

He  was  elicted  a  Director  of  the  Library  Company 
of'Philadelpliia  on  the  fiist  Mond.iy  of  May,  in  the  year 
1778;  and  the  in-.elligence,  perseverance  and  fidelity 
manifested   by   him   in  extendng  the   usefulness  and 


continuance. 

In  time  we  enter  upon  the  lands  of  the  Great  Chester 
valley,  the  same  which  made  the  Governor  then  won- 
der, that  they  should  bring  £5  an  acre,  and  now  be- 
hold they  bring  50  to  glOO!  Here  we  began  to  find 
sleighing  pretty  good,  even  while  the  same  snow  had 
for  several  days  run  out  at  Philadelphia!  Whiz,  whiz! 
went  our  cars!  Trees,^ houses,  and  people  moving 
away  from  us  like  the  shiTting  scenes  on  the  stage,  .and 
soon  we  are  at  Lancaster,  the  great  inland  town.  This 
was  once  the  duke  Domum  of  the  Conestoga  IndLins  of 
that  part  called  the  Hickory  tribe,  because  of  their 
holding  their  Councils  at  the  great  hickory,  then  on 
the  site  of  the  present  Court  House  Square,  and  near 
lo  Slaymaker's  Hotel  in  East  King  street,  where  once 


lect  him,  annually,  from  that  day  to  the  present 
lime— a  period  of  fifty-seven  years. 

His  attachment  to  the  Philadelphia  and  Loganian  Li- 
braries, and  his  anxiety  to  promote  their  respective  in- 
t»rests,  remained  with  him  to  the  close  of  his  life;  and 
when  his  nersunal  services  should  cease  to  benefit  these 
Institutions,  as  a  further  evidence  of  his  good  feelings 
towards  one  of  them,  he  made  an  appropriation,  in  his 
Will,  for  adding,to  the  finances  of  the  Library  Compa- 
ny of  Philadelphia,  the  sum  of  Fifty  Dollars  per  annum, 
being  a  bequest  of  a  perpetual  ground  rent  of  that 
amount.  ..,,.,.•  r 

When  no  longer  able  to  attend  Ihe  deliberations  of 
the  Directors  and  Trustees,  he  addressed  a  letter  loone 
of  his  colle:;gucs,  in  relat'on  to  the  taxes  on  the  Loga- 
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nian  estate  in  Bucks  county,  in  which  he  stated,  that  |  Resolved,  That  the  Mayor  be  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
"  in  all  my  weakness  T  frequently  think  of  the  pros-  ;  thorised  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  City  Treasurer  in 
perify  and  welfare  of  our  Llbraiies."  At  that  timu  he  ;  favour  of  H.  G.  Ro-.vly,  Treasurer  of  the  Philadelphia 
felt  so  much  debilitated  as  to  doubt  the  restoration  of  |  Association  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Firemen,  for  the 
his  health,  but  added,  "  I  pray  for  resignation  to  the  I  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  to  be  invested  as  part  of 
Divine  Will,  and  hope  to  be  able  to  say, /io<  mi/  Wil/,  I  the  permanent  fund  of  said  Association,  and  charge  the 
but  Thy  Will  be  done,  OLm-cir  ' '"*■"-  "'"  "' 


liable  disposition,  the  sincerity  of  his  friend- 
ship, and  the  urbanity  of  his  manners,  strongly  endear- 
ed him  to  his  Associates,  and  they  sincerely  regret, that 
death  has  vacated  his  seat  at  this  Board,  and  deprived 
his  children  of  so  ebtimable  a  parent  and  friend. 
On  motion, 
Resnlvcd,  'I  h:it  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Notice  of  the 
late  Dr.  Tiiomas  PiiiKr.  be  communicated  lo  his  family, 
anil  Mr.  Poulson  and  Mr-  Morgan  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  onmmunicale  the  same. 

WILLIAM  RAWLE,  junior. 

Secretary, 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS  OF  COUNCILS. 

Man  27,  1S35. 
SELECT  COUNCIL. 

The  President  subnilted  a  conimunicatim  from  the 
Trustees  of  the  Philadelphia  Gas  Works,  in  relation  to 
the  occupancy,  by  Mrs.  Ford,  of  a  portion  of  the  pre- 
mises alloted  to  the  Gas  Works  by  Councils.  Referred 
to  the  committee  on  lighting  and  watching. 

Mr.  Lewis,  from  the  Committee  on  Fire  Compimies, 
reported  unfavorably  on  the  application  of  the  Ameri- 
ca Hose  Company,  f.r  permission  to  erect  a  fire  plug 
in  their  Hose  Hoiise.  The  report  was  agreed  to  by  both 
Councils. 

Mr.   Lewis,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the   application  of  the   Philadelphia  As- 
sociation for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Firemen,  made  the 
following  report,   the  resolution  attached  to 
agreed  to,  uiuinimiiusly,  by  both  Councils. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils.  I 

The  Committee  on  fire  companies,  having  considered  ] 
the  petition  of  the  Philadelphia  Association  for  the  Re-  | 
lief  of  Disabled  Firemen,  and  examined  the  charter  and  ■ 
regulations  of  the  Company,  believe  tliat  the  said  As- 
sociation is  calculated  to  increase  the  energy,  and  add 
to  the  already  liigh  character  of  our  Fire  Department. 


to  appropriation  No.  21 
Price   made   the  following  report,    which  was 


agreed  to,  and  the  committee  discharged. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils. 

The  special  committee  on  the  legacy  of  Samuel  Scot- 
tin,  deceased,  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  the  72 
dollars,  for  six  years  arrearages  of  ground  rent,  due 
June  1,  1834,  from  John  Long,  proceeded  to  the  distri- 
bution of  the  same  in  bre.ad  to  the  poor,  under  the  di- 
rections of  the  will;  and  made'  a  contract  with  three 
bakers,  viz:  John  English,  Andrew  Harman,  and  John 
C.  Bernbaum,  for  the  delivery  of  five  cent  loaves  at 
four  cents  each.  Your  committee  had  orders  printed 
as  follows,   viz: 

"  Deliver  to  the  bearer,  two  five  cent  loaves  of 
bread,  in  conformity  with  the  will  of  Samuel  Scottin, 
deceased;  to  deliver  bread  to  the  ponr  of  the  city,  and 
of  Southwark,  taking  care,  that  none  but  the  needy 
get  it,  and  that  not  more  than  two  leaves  be  delivered 
to  any  one  fomilij." 

Three  hundred  tickets  were  distributed  on  each 
baker,  equal  to  900  tickets,  or  1800  loayes  of  bread  at 
four  cents  each,  makes  72  dollars. 

The  proper  distribution  of  these  tickets  were  en- 
trusted to  the  several  benevolent  institutions,  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

The  Southwaik  Soup  House. 

1  he  Union  Benevolent  Society. 

The  Provident  Society. 

The  Society  for  relief  of  Sick  and  Infirm  Poor. 

And  the  House  of  Industry. 

Your  committee  having  completed  the  service,  offer 
'''^    the  following  resolution,  that  the   committee   be  dis- 
charged. 
I  RICHARD  PRICE,  Ch'n. 

WILLIAM   H.  KEATING. 
JAMES  HUTCHINSON, 
HENRY  J.   WILLIAMS, 

Committee. 

Mr.  M'Creedy,  from  the  committee  on  cleaning  the 
city,  made  a  report  in  relation  to  petitions  for  repairing 


The  institution 
purpose  offoimiiv 
citizens  engaged  ii 
partment,  a   fund. 


pears  t 


have  been  established  for  the    the  curb  and   gutter  in    Applelree  Alley,  and  for  the 
our  fellow    removal  of  obstructions  in  the  streets,  caused  by  the 
of  the  de-  j  city  carts,  stating  that  the  first  should  be  referred  to  the 
paving  committee,  and  that  the  second  had  been  obvi- 
ated by  a  request  to  the  snperintendant.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Keating  made  the  following  report,  the  resolution 
attached  to  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  joint  stlectcommittee  of  the  Select  and  Common 
Counciisto  wiiom  was  referred  a  resolution,  "request- 
ing the  Mayor  to  enquire  into  any  complaints  made  to 
him  on  the  subject  of  the  hackstand  at  the  corner  of 
Sixth  and  Sassafras  streets,  and  to  take  the  necessary 
order  in  relation  thereto," — Report, 

That  after  enquiry  made  from  the  Mayor,  the  City 
Commissioners  and  other  persons,  they  have  ascertain- 
on  whom  I  ed  that  a  hackstand  was  established  by  the  City  Cora- 
I  missioners,  in  Sixth  street  between  Vine  and  Sassafras 
:  claim  on  streets,  but  that  at  the  request  of  sundry  citizens  it  was 
since  removed  to  Franklin  street,  between  Vine  and 
Sassafras.  That  many  hackinen  disliking  the  latter 
stand  have  in  violation  of  the  ordinance  continued  to 
occupy  Sixth  street  as  a  stand,  and  that  complaints  were 
made  to  the  Mayor  of  the  breach  of  the  ordinance,  with 
a  view  that  he   should  exact  the  fine  from   the  delin- 


by  the  contributor 
the  meritorious  du 
)n  which  those   who  fall  victims 
the  accidents  and  bereavements  of  the  profession,  may 
depend  for  support  and  relief  in  case  their  condition  in 
life  is  such  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  apply  for  aid.— 
With  a  spirit  of  liberal  charity,  as  wide  and  impartial  as 
the  sphere  of  their  own  active  duties,  they  propose  to 
extend  the  benefits  of  the  insliiution  to  firemen  who 
may  receive  injuries  not  members,    and  to  all  persons 
meeting  with  accidents  from  fires  or  fire  apparatus.    An 
institution  founded  on  such  principles,  and  conducted 
in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  charter;  h.as  long 
been  wanting  in  our  city,  and  will  tend  to  produce  uni 
ty  of  purpose  and  action  in  the  associaf 
we  rely  fur  our  safety  from  conflagration. 

It  therefore,  in  our  opinion,  has  a  legitimate  claim  on 
the  public  treasury,  and  we  have  annexed  a  resolution 
providing  that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  be  paid 
over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  to  form  a  part 
of  its  permanent  fund. 

Philadelphia,  May  28,  1835. 
Respectfully  submitted 


LAWRENCE  LEWIS,   Chairmai 
FRED.  FRALEY, 
JOHN   S.   WARNER, 
JOHN  M.  BARCLAY. 

Committee  on  Fire  Compani( 


'  queuts.  This  he  has  declined  doing  from  a  conviction 
!  that  he  had  no  right  to  enforce  the  fine.  The  Supreme 
{  Court  having  decided  tliat  Councils  have  no  authority 
1  to  confer  jurisdiction  on  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  or 
Justices  of  the  Peace. 


1835.J 
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Hut  the  Legislatiiie  have  lately,  by  the  7th  section  of" 
an  act  eniitled  "A  supplement  to  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  conferred  upon  Alder- 
men and  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  every  city,  incorporat- 
ed township,  and  borough  in  this  Commonwealth,  pow- 
er to  hear  and  determine  all  actions  of  debt  for  penalty, 
for  the  breach  of  any  ordinance,  by  law,  or  regulation  of 
such  city,  township  or  borough,  in  the  manner  therein 
provided.  This  remedy  does  not  interfere  with  the 
former  one,  to  proceed  against  delinquents  by  indict- 
ment in  the  Mayor's  Court,  and  as  the  police  have  now 
the  right  to  request  the  City  Solicitor  to  institute  a  pro- 
secution whenever  they  deem  it  expedient,  and  any  citi- 
zen who  feels  himself  aggrieved  by  a  refusal  on  the 
part  of  any  hackman  to  comply  with  the  ordinances  of 
Councils  or  the  regulations  made  by  the  City  Commis- 
sioners in  pursuance  thereof,  may  enfore  the  penalty 
bj  summary  process  before  any  Alderman.  The  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  no  fuither  action  on  this  sub- 
ject is  at  this  time  required.  They  therrfore  report 
back  to  Council  the  resolution  referred  to  them  with  an 
expression  of  their  opinion  that  the  passage  of  it  at  this 
time  is  not  expedient— and  they  otter  the  following  re- 
solution: 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  considcralinn  of  this  subject. 

W'M    H.  KEATING,  Chairman. 
JOHN   WIEGAND, 
H.  J.  WILLIAMS. 

Messrs.  Price,  Lippincott,  Wiegand,  I 
Keatinii,   and   M'Creedy,  presented    pet 
Councds  to  purchase  the  right  of  the  bunai  grou 
Franklin  Square.     Referred  to  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic squares. 

Mr.  Price  presented  a  petition  from  city  watchmen, 
asking  extra  compensation  for  labor  required  on  patent 
lamps  within  their  beats.     Referred. 

Mr.  M'Creedy  offered  the  following  resi;lution,  which 
w  as  adopted  : 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  on  public  squares  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  Councils  the  1  cation  of  the  railing 
around  Washington  Sqaure  and  its  distance  from  the 
curb  stone,  before  erecting  tlie  same. 


AN   ORDINANCE. 

Providing  for  Public  Clocks,  and  a  City  Observatory 

Section  1    Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the  citizen 


of  Philadelpli'a,  in  Select  and  Common  Councils  assem- 
bled, That  the  committee  on  public  squares  are  hereby 
authorized  to  erect  a  City  Observatory,  in  conformi- 
ty to  a  plan  to  be  approVed  by  a  crmmiltee  of  the 
"American  Philosophical  Society  for  the  promotion  of 
useful  knowledge,"  in  conjunction  with  said  committee, 
and  to  procure  the  clocfc,transit,  and  other  instruments, 
so  tliat  ihe  said  observatory  may  be  fully  complete  in 
obtaining  a  standard  city  time,  and  astronomical  obser- 
vations Provided,  That  only  one  half  the  expenses 
(ni  t  to  exceed  §5000}  attending  the  same  shall  be  paid 
from  the  ciiy  treasury,  and  that  the  remaining  moiety 
be  paid  by  the  said  soc'ety,  and  provided  also,  that  the 
location  of  the  said  observatory  shall  be  submitted  lobe 
approved  of  by  the  councils. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  'I  hat  the  "Amercan  Philoso- 
phical Society  for  the  promotion  of  useful  knowledge," 
is  hereby  authorized  to  nominate,  and  the  m.ayor  ot  the 
city  to  appoint  an  astronomer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  have  charge  of  the  city  observatory;  and  who  shall, 
at  least  three  times  a  week,  when  practicable,  make 
such  observations  as  will  enable  him  to  determine  the 
true  time,  and  transfer  the  same  correctly  to  an  astrono- 
mical clock,  to  be  provided  and  located  by  the  Ameri 
can  Philosophical  Society,  in  a  central  situation,  as  near 
as  convenient  to  the  City  Hall,  so   tl 


his  services  he  shall  receive  two  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  payable  quartcly. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  Philip  Garrett,  l-,aiah  I.u- 
kens,  Ellis  Clark,  Thomas  Voigt,  Win.  II.  C.  Riggs, 
and  David  Weatherly,  watchmakers  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  "Com- 
mittee on  public  Clocks,"  and  are  empowered  to  take 
the  direction  of  all  clocks  that  councils  shall  declare 
public,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  nominate, 
and  the  mayor  of  the  city  to  appoint  a  suitable  person 
'o  take  charge  of  and  regulate  all  the  public  clocks, 
and  whose  salary  shall  be  two  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num, payable  quarterly. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  furllier  ordained  and  enacted  by 
the  au'hority  afnresaid,  that  the  committee  on  markets 
is  hereby  authorized  to  make  suitable  accommodations 
f  r  a  public  clock  and  bell,at  the  east  end  of  the  market 
house  in  High  street  west  of  Broad  street;  and  that  the 
ommitteeon  public  clocks  is  authorised  lo  procure 
under  the  direction  of  said  Committee  on  Markets,  the 
said  clock  and  bell,  and  also  a  new  clock,  to  be  locat- 
ed in  place  of  the  old  one,  now  at  Second  and  High 
streets. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  orda'ned  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  'I  hat  the  clocks  in  the  follow- 
ing locations  shall  be  hereafter  public  clocks,  viz: — at 
the  State  House;  at  the  Market  House  Pine  and  Se- 
cond streets;  at  St.  Augustine  Church,  whenever  the 
same  is  vested  in  the  city  corporation;  with  an  agree- 
ment that  no  rent  shall  be  charged  for  the  use  of  the 
pravHig  I  cupola,  and  the  access  there'o;  at  the  Market  house, 
niiml  in  !  High  and  Second  street;  and  the  one  to  be  placed  at 
the  market  house  in  High  street,  west  of  Broad  street. 
Sect.  6.  And  be  it  further  ordained  and  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid.  That  the  M.ayor  is  hereby  au- 
thorised to  draw  on  the  city  lre.asury  for  the  expenses 
that  shall  be  incurred  under  the  provisions  of  th's  or- 
dinance; and  that  the  ordinance  enacted  September 
19th,  1833,  entitled  "An  ordinance  providing  for  the 
regulation  of  time  keepers,"  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by repealed. 

Enacted  into  an  Ordinance,  in  the  City 
of  Philadelphia,  this  28lh  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  tliirlv- 
flve. 

HENRY  TROTH, 
President  of  Common  Council. 
WM.    M.    MEREDiril, 
President  of  the  Select  Council. 

CUHKSON, 

Clerk  of  Select  Council. 


,  Barclay, 


Attest— J. 


may  be  enabled  lo  regulate  their  time  kcepeis;  and  f'  r    from  all  parts 


HIGH  STREET  RAIL  ROAD. 

At  a  general  town  meeting  of  citizens,  opposed  to  the 
destruction  of  the  Market  Houses,  on  Market  street,  for 
the  purpose  of  midcing  a  rail  road  down  the  same,  held 
agreeably  to  nublic  notice,  in  Independence  Square,  on 
Wednesday  afternoon,  June  3d,  at  5  o'clock.CADWA- 
LADER  EV.\NS,  Esq.  was  appointed  President,  and 
Jos.  Worrell,  Paul  Beck,  Jr.  Lewis  Taylor,  Roberts 
Vaux,  and  Alexander  Hampton,  Vice  Presidents,  and 
\Vm.  H.  Davis  and  John  Conyers,  Secretaries. 

On  motion  Ijfesolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed to  draft  resolutions,  expressive  of  the  sense  of 
the  meeting. 

The  committee  having  returned,  reported  the  follow. 
ing  preamble  and  resolutions,  which  were  on  motion 
unanimously  adopted: 

Whereas,  it  is  believed  that  the  present  commercial 
prosperity  and  flourishing  condition  of  Market  street  is 
mainly,  if  not  entirely  altri'utable  to  the  early  erection 
and  continued  existence  of  the  market  houses  thereon, 
presenting,  as  they  neces-arily  do,  the  strongest  induce- 
limakers  '  ments  for  the  daily  collection  of  thous 


nds  of  citizens 


■  city  and  ccunty,  and  many  par's 


ses 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


fjunE 


of  our  state,  drawing  with  them,  by  an  impulse  the  most 
natural  and  reasonable,  to  the  busy  scene,  the  merchants 
and  traders  from  every  section  of  the  union,  w!io  visil 
our  city  to  purchase  tlieir  supplies  of  merchandize  uf 
every  description.  And  whereas,  the  effect  naturally 
and  inevitably  depends  upon  the  cause,  it  is  believed 
that  the  removal  of  the  market  houses  from  Market 
street,  independently  of  the  immense  expenditure  of 
public  money  which  it  would  necessarily  involve, would 
be  unwise,  impolitic  and  ruinous  to  the  great  commer- 
cial interests  of  this  most  magnificent  street,  whicli  has 
long  excited  and  ilill  continues  to  excite  the  admiration 
of  every  stranger  who  visits  our  city. 

Therefore,  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  meet- 
ing, the  present  location  of  the  market  houses  in  Mar- 
ket street,  is  highly  judicious  and  proper,  well  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  interests  and  subserve  the  con- 
venience of  the  great  body  of  the  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia. 

Resolved,  That  the  high  degree  of  prosperity  which 
the  citizens  of  our  city  have  experienced  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  last  century,  the  immense  increase 
of  the  value  of  real  estate,  especially  in  Market  street, 
since  the  erection  of  the  market  houses  there,  admonish 
us  in  the  sober  language  of  wisdom,  not  to  abandon, 
for  light  and  transient  causes,  that  which  long  experi- 
ence has  proved  to  be  essentially  good,  in  the  vain  and 
delusive  hope  that  we  may  pnssibly  do  better. 

Resolved,  That  nothing  short  of  the  most  palpable 
evidences  of  the  existence  of  evils  of  great  magnitude, 
afiecting  the  interests  of  the  citizens  generally,  or  the 
clearest  demonstration  of  advantages  of  vast  importance 
to  the  community  at  large,  by  changing  the  location 
of  the  market  houses,  could  possibly  justify  a  measure 
involving  in  its  consequences  the  expenditure  and 
loss,  in  all  human  probability,  of  more  than  a  million 
of  dollars,  and  the  temporary,  if  not  permanent  des- 
truction of  the  business  of  the  most  v.aluable  street  in 
our  citv. 

Resolved,  That  no  evidence  of  such  a  character,  or 
even  bearing  the  stamp  or  colour  of  plausibility,  has  ay 
yet  been  adduced  by  the  projectors  of  the  plan  for  re- 
moving the  market  houses.  That  the  scheme,  thus 
far.appears  to  be  speculative,  visionary,  and  unsustained 
by  any  data  or  practical  experience  in  reference  to  its 
ultimate  efTccts. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  we  believe  the  project- 
ed alteration  in  relation  to  the  market  houses,  to  have 
originated  in  a  misconception  of  the  true  interests  of  our 
city,  perhaps  in  the  heat  of  speculation  that  now  per- 
vades this  community,  it  is  our  duty  by  all  fair  and 
honor.able  means,  to  enclavor  to  prevent  so  great  a  ca- 
lamity from  befalling  our  city. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  from  each  ward 
be  appointed  by  the  chairman  to  prepare  a  demonstra- 
tion against  removing  the  market  houses,  to  cause  it  to 
be  signed  by  the  ciiizens,  and  presented,  without  de- 
lay, to  Councils.  That  said  committee  have  power  to 
call  meetings  of  the  citizens  whenever  they  may  deem 
it  necessary  lo  promote  the  object  of  this  meeting. 

Resolved,  That  we  fully  concur  in  the  preamble  aied 
resolutions  passed  at  a  meeting  of  citizens  held  at  the 
Mansion  house,  corner  of  Kleventh  and  Market  streets, 
on  the  evening  of  the  27th  ult. 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  Broad  street  is  situated 
in  the  centre  of  our  city,  we  approve  of  the  Rail  Roa;' 
on  that  street,  and  we  cannot  see  any  just  and  reasona- 
ble ground  to  extend  the  same,  while  that  street  is  sus- 
ceptible of  accommodating  al!  the  business  of  the  Rail 
Ro.ad,  and  while  there  remams  so  much  vacant  ground 
for  the  erection  of  Depots,  at  a  cost  of  25  to  50  per 
eent.less  than  ground  could  be  obiained  in  M:irket  street. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  tliis  meeting.  Rail 
Roads  passing  through  our  city,  wmdd  not  answer  the 
purpose  the  advocates  r.fthe  measure  anticipate:  as 
the  Southwark  and  Willow  street  R.-iil  Roads  fully 
prove;  saving,  that  of  conveying  a  few  passengers  lo  and 
iiom  the  bridge,  at  the  foot  of  the  inclined  plane. 


Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  all  Forwarding  Mer- 
chants on  Broad  street,  taking  .all  circumstances  into 
consideration,  goods  or  produce  can  be  conveyed  from 
Broad  street,  and  sent  to  any  part  of  the  city  at  less  ex.- 
pense,  by  drays  or  carts  than  by  Rail  Road  cars. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  practical  men,  the 
destruction  of  our  Market  Houses  and  making  a  Rail 
Road  to  the  Delaware,  would  be  attended  with  the 
enormous  expenditure  of  two  millions  of  dollars — the 
interest  of  which,  for  one  year,  would  pay  for  all  the 
drayage  and  carriage  of  goods  sent  to  and  received 
from  Columbia  during  the  same  period. 

Resolved,  That  by  making  Rail  Roads  through  our 
city,  it  not  only  decreases  the  value  of  property  be- 
tween the  terminating  points,  but  must  inevitably  en- 
danger the  lives  of  citizens,  and  prove  a  serious  detri- 
ment to  all  kinds  of  business,  more  especially  the  retail 
branch. 

Resolved,  That  we  cannot  see  the  justice  of  taxing 
the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  The  owners  of 
property  in  the  western  part  of  our  city,  many  of  whom 
are  widows  and  orphans,  have  been  paying  heavy  taxes 
for  their  unimproved  proverty,  while  the  owners  of 
property  in  the  eastern  section,  have  been  receiving 
immense  incomes  therefrom. 

Resolved,  That  the  security  of  vested  interest,  and 
the  improvement  of  the  central,  as  well  as  the  western 
part  of  the  city,  require  that  this  question  should  be 
speedilyset  at  rest, by  a  vote  o'^Councilson  the  subject. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 

CADWALADER  EVANS,  President. 
j"s.  vvobrell, 
Lewis  Tatloh, 
Paul  Beck,  Jr. 
Roberts  Vaus, 
Alex.  Hampton, 

f7ce  Presidents. 

William  H.  Davis, 

John  Conyers, 

Secretaries. 
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There  has  been  a  general  turn-out  of  Carpenters, 
Shoemakers,  &c.  respecting  the  hours  of  working — 
they  claiming  to  labor  from  6  to  6.  Numerous  meet- 
ings ajid  processions  have  taken  place,  on  the  subject. 
It  appears  liy  the  following  proceedings  of  Councils, 
that  the  labourers  are  to  be  employed  by  them  during 
these  hours. 

From  the  U.  S.  Gazette,  May  5. 
6  TO  6. 

Last  evening  the  City  Councils  passed  a  resolution 
fixing  tlie  hours  of  labor  for  persons  employed  by  the 
city,  from  6  to  6,  allowing  one  hour  for  breakfast  and 
one  lioiu-  for  dinner. 

The  following  is  the  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Citizens  of  Philadelphia,  in  Select 
and  Common  Council  assembled.  That  the  hours  of  la- 
bor, of  the  Working  Men  employed  under  the  Authori- 
ties of  the  City  Ciuporation,  sliall  be,  from  "SIX  to 
SIX,"  during  the  summer  season;  allowing  one  hour  for 
breakfast,  and  one  hour  for  dinner. 

Sales  of  mt.^j.  estate. — The  Masonic  Hall  has  been 
purchased  by  Mr.  Wm.  Swaim,  for  §110,550.  The 
front  on  Chesnut  Street  is  101  feet. 

The  property  known  as  the  "Wharton  Hous?,"  south 
Fifth  street,  extending  south  from  Prime  to  Federal 
streets,  and  west  to  Arr.abella  street,  was  lately  sold  for 
gl5,000.  This  was  during  the  revolution,  the  place 
where  the  great  Ball,  usually  dcsign.atcd  the  mischianza, 
was  given  to  Gen,  Howe. 
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LEWIS  DAVID  VON  SCHVVEINITZ,  P.  D. 
A  Memoir  of  the  late  Lewis  David  Von   Scluveinitz,  P. 
D.,  with  a  sketch  of  his   Scientific  Labours.     Head 
before  The  Academy    of  Natural  Scieiicis  of  Phila- 
delphia, May  12th,  1835. 

Bt  Waltkii  R.  Johsson. 
Among  the  small  number  of  native  Americans,  who 
had  thirty  years  ago  betjun  to  make  natural  history  an 
object  of  deep  and  curious  research,  is  the  name  of  one 
whose  memory  may,  upon  various  grounds,  cla'm  the 
respect  and  veneration  of  all  the  admirers  of  scientific 
excellence.  It  is  not  less  a  dictate  of  the  head,  than  an 
impulse  of  the  heart,  to  honor  those  who  have  stood 
forth  as  the  leaders  in  new,  useful,  and  difficult  enter- 
prizes.  Even  pers<in9  who  themselves  never  enter  the 
same  career,  may  still  participate  Isi-r-pIv  in  the  Sfnii- 
ment  of  gratitude  for  those  efforts  which  have  had  in 
view,  the  improvement  of  society  by  additions  to  its 
treasures  of  knowledge-  But  the  obligation  to  respect, 
is  felt  with  a  double  force  by  those  whose  pursuits  are 
of  a  character  congenial  with  that  of  the  individual, 
who  has  thus  made  himself  a  pioneer  in  a  laudable  un- 
dertaking. And  if  to  this  common  bond  be  added  that 
of  personal  intercourse  and  intimacy,  and  a  reception 
of  great  and  lasting  benefits  from  his  labours  and  his 
liberalitv,  it  must  be  obvious  that  reason,   feeling,   and 


tJermlivtters.  In  prosecution  of  his  favorite  scheme, 
he,  in  connection  with  his  new  colony,  many  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Moravia,  commenced  the  sending  of 
missionaries  to  ins'ruct  the  heathen;  and  at  the  end  of 
nine  years,  though  their  numbers  did  not,  when  they 
first  made  the  attempt,  exceed  600,  had  actually  form- 
ed  establishments  in  Greenlar.d,  St.  Thomas,  St.  Croix, 


;im,  Rio  de  Berbice,  among 


the  Indians  of  North 


America,  Mid  the  Negroes  of  Carolina,  in  Lapland.Tar- 
tary,  Algiers,  Guinea,  in  the  Island  of  Ceylon  and  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  In  his  ardour  for  attaining  this 
favourite  object,  Zinzendorf  made  various  jourmes 
through  Germany,  Denmark,  Switzerland,  Holland, 
England  and  America.  In  1742  he  held  freq.ient  re- 
ligious discourses  at  Germantown,  in  this  vicinity,  and 
in  the  same  year,  in  a  Latin  speech  delivered  in  Phila- 
delphia, fori^ally  renounced  his  title  of  Count,  resum- 
ed his  original  family  name  of  Von  Tliumsteen,  and 
became  familiarly  known  to  the  Quakers  of  that  period 
under  tlie  designation  of  "  friend  Lewis.' 

It  was  under  his  immediate  agency  that  the  col.my  at 
Bethlehem  was  founded.  He  did  not,  howe*  en  attain 
all  his  successes  without  undergoing  both  in  Europe 
and  America,  several  bitter  persecutions:  but  these 
probably  served,as  usual.only  to  bind  his  followers  in  a 
firmer  union,  and  more  eflTtctually  to  insure  their  pros- 
perity. After  having  established  his  plan  '"  ?,l'  «.D= 
iui,,  alike  .demand.th^gra.em.  remembrance -^f  one  I  ^;-q-.ers^^;-S^ 


kind- 


irho  has  so  judiciously  directed  the  current  of 
ness  and  bestowd  the  fruits  of  his  industry. 

Standing  in  this  rel.ttion  to  the  object  of  the  follow-  j 


Ilerrnhut  in  1760, where  we  are  informed,  his  obsequies 
1  were  attended  by  2000  ol  his  followers,  and  his  body 
ef  memoir,  the  members  of  the  Academy  of  Na-  '  borne  to  the  grave  by  32  of  'll^J^^^l'l^lH  torn 
tural  Sciences  are  probably  prepared  to  expect  from  [  ^n!'  who  we'je  at  V'^"^"  Greenland,  and  North 
their  organ  on  the  present  occasion,  but  an  imperfect  I  Holland,  England,  Iieland,  oieeniaii, 
representation    of  the  emotions   which    were   felt   on    America.  nfa  min  who  was 

learning  the    demise   of  our  late  valued  associate,  and        The  contemphation  'iV!"'."*';^' V  .^^her  of  his 
•  to  excuse  a  still   more  imperfect  display  of  his  !  at  once  the  -ces.or  ofJ..^_famjly_  andjhe^f.th^^ 


perln 


I  denomii 


iih  that  of  other  distinguished  proge 


hful 


inments  and  excellencies  of  character 
Lewis  David  Von  Schweinitz  was  bi 

Northampton   county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  thirteenth    Schwei...>o  ....-_,  ,nA"irds  the  acquis! 

of  February,  1780.  His  father  Hans  Christian  Alexan-  tivlty  and  gave  the  fi^^'  '"'P"^?, '°*j"'''  ''^ 
der  Von  Schweinitz  was  of  an  ancient  and  distinguish-  Hon  of  Literary  and  scientific  ^™'"^""^j,„^  ,he  early 
ed  family  in  Silesia  in  Germany,  and  exercised  here,the  The  society  of  those  ^'^"'J' ."'^.^  *Sa  ed  to  in 
functions  of  superintendent  of  the  fi.cal  and  secular  years  oHiis  childhood  were  spent  was  calcula^^^^^^ 
concerns  of  the  "  Unitas  Fratrum"  or  M.^av{an  BrM-  \  spire  hitn  with  the  same  ^ff7"°"!,='"'l;'„"™,^"„„  '  „is 
ren  in  North  America.  His  mother  was  Dorothea  Eliz-  operated  on  his  ancestors  for  J°  .^'"""uich,  at 
abeth  de  WatteviUe,  daughter  of  Baron,  ^f-'erwards  1  mind  was  here  .mbue<^^.ith  those  pncipk^^^ 
Bishop,  John  de  WatteviUe  and  of  Benija  who  was  a    a  later  period    shone  forth  m  the  puuty  an  i        / 

daughter  of  Count  Zinzendorf     Of  the  last  mentioned  !  of  his  manly  character.  „,,,„,•,„„  of  no  ordinary 

ancestor,  it  may  not,  for  reason,  which  will   appear  in  I      Endov^ed  with  powers  of  =7«P*  °"  ,;V'^°,rilectuaI 
the  sequel,  be  inappropriate  to  Tr,ake  a  passing  lemi-    cast,  he  gave  early  indications  of  his  bias  j 

Nicholas  Lewis  Count  Zinzendorf  was  born  at  Dres-  j  for  any  deficiency  ...  the  means  of  impr  .^  ^^^^^^^  .^ 
den  in  1700,  and  was  celebrated  in  his  youth  for  form- ,  within  his  reach  I  he  <="=»";  ^""^  J  j  encouraged 
ing  religious  societies,  six  or  seven  of  which,  are  said  I  which  his  juvende  ideas  "f.^^^P'X^'he  would  one 
to  haye%rii;ina.ed  from  his  own  efforts,  ami  one  at  I  his  fond  parents  to mdulge  the  hope,  that  he  ^^^^^^^ 
least  to  h.ave    been  planned  at    the  early  age  of  ten  Uay  become   an   actrve   instrument   toi   aa  6 


c-th!ehem,    tors,  early  impressed  the/imagination  of  the  y^u' 
thirteenth    Schweinitz  with  an  ambition  for  a  career  of  smilar 


nd  their  predecessors  had 
1.     Being  the  e.dtst  sori  ot 


years  |  cau»c  >"   which  themselves  : 

He  was  associated  with  WatteviUe  in  founding  the  ;  bf  en  so  ^''==''l"°"''/,<|f;:°'f;i.  ,'^T^elicate  const.tu- 
ereat  missionary  system  of  the  "  Unit.as  Fratrum."  At  ;  his  parents,  and  at  ^1^=^'  P^J'f/ "L^f^''^',  influences 
ihe  age  of  twenty-one  he  became  Count  of  Berthelsdorf  tion,  't'^^^^^^r^l^'^'^^^^nemeirof  his  faculties. - 
in  Lusatia,  by  purchasing  the  estate  appendant  to  that  ,  had  much  to  do  in  '''^..'^^^P'^P^f'^.f"' °^,^^^  he  was 

title,   and   soL^f,er   established  there   t'-iilage^^oj  ,  U  wa.  moreov-e. 
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readily  suppose  that  from  tliis  source  he  derived  tlie 
partiality  for  addressing  to  his  friends  short  speeches 
and  little  sermons  w  th  which  he  is  said  occasionally  to 
have  amused  ihe  circle  around  his  paternal  fireside. 

We  are  aware  that,  in  general,  anticipations  founded 
on  an  exhibition  of  precocious  talents  are  apt  lo  be 
signally  disappointed;  but  when  the  di^plav  is  Ihaf  of 
an  intellectual  tendenct/,  rather  than  a  mere  capacity  for 
some  one  attainment,  and  when  the  spirit  for  menial 
labour  is  found  capable  of  being  directed  into  different 
channels  at  the  instance  of  others,  and  does  not  consist 
of  a  blind  instinct  compelling  the  possessor  lo  follow 
some  narrow  path  of  intellectual  effort,  the  augury  may, 
we  apprehend,  be  received  with  less  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainly. Such  was  the  case  with  Scliweiiiitz.  His  mind 
was  vigorous,  and  his  temperarpent  enthusiastic.     The 
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lives  as  they  dwelt  on  the  unwearied  and  successful 
exertions  of  his  ancestors  among  the  fraternity,  in  pro- 
moting whose  interests  he  was  Uuight  to  feel  that  it 
would  be  most  honorable  to  excel;  the  sefonrf  was  subse- 
quently given  by  his  teachers,  when,  by  the  casual  ex- 
liibition  and  explanation  of  jome  specimens  in  natural 
history,  they  struck  a  vein  of  (alent,  part  of  the  same 
rich  mine,  which  had  before  only  here  and  there,  "crop- 
ped out"  above  the  surface. 

On  the  4lh  of  July,  1787,  at  the  age  of  little  more 
than  seven  years,  young  Lewis  David  was  placed  in  ihe 
institution  of  tlie  Moravian  community  at  Nazareth, 
where  he  continued  for  eleven  year's,  or  until  1798, 
and  where  he  sedulously  availed  himself  of  every  op- 
portunity for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  The  pe- 
riod of  instruction,— as  generally  happens  when  paren- 
tal precept  and  example  have  prepared  the  way  for  a 
relish  of  knowledge,— was  to  him  a  season  of  delight, 
a  scene  of  his  life  to  which  he  ever  after  reverted  with 
peculiar  pleasure.  Here  were  formed  those  habits  of 
practical  wisdom,  which,  when  subsequently  metho- 
dized in  the  schools  of  Germany,  produced  that  happy 
balance  of  the  faculties,  without  which  the  most  bril- 
hant  talents  may  be  wasted,  either  on  illdirecied  ef- 
forts, or  on  wild  and  fanciful  theories.  His  powers  of 
language,  and  his  vein  of  satirical  hunionr,  were  at  this 
time  occasionally  put  lorlh  in  Ihe  fij-m  of  poetical  effu- 
sions, turning  the  fruits  of  his  leisuie  hours  into  harm- 
less amusement  for  his  companions. 

The  apparent  facility  with  which  he  afterwards  com- 
posed in  the  Lalin  lan.quage,  induces  ihe  belief  that  his 
early  classical  instruciicn  was  of  a  very  respectable  or- 
der, and  cfrfain  it  is  that  the  qualities  of  his  heart  were 
not  iieglcc1ed;his  moral  character  was  built  on  the  broad 
and  liberal  basis  of  jnslice,  love  and  charily,  so  distinct- 
ly inculcated  in  the  doctrines  of  his  community. 

In  the  baneful  spirit  of  uncharitableness  he  saw  no- 
thing either  lovely  or  icspectable;  it  never  found  a 
lodgmg  in  his  lieait,  and  he  had  accordingly,  no  occa- 
sion in  after  life  to  eject  so  unprofitable  a  tenant. 

Ilis  first  impulse  towards  the  study  of  Botany  had 
been  received  at  Nazareth,  before  being  placed  as  a 
pupil  m  the  instilution.  When  a  mere  child.'being  on 
a  visit  to  that  place  in  company  with  his  grandfather. 
Bishop  de  Watteville,  it  chanced  that  a  specimen  of  the 
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the  beauty,   simplicity  and  grandeur  of  MiCure's  truth 
are  every  where  fitted  to  inspire. 

A  partial  flora  of  Nazareth  and  its  vicinity,  formed  at 
this  early  period,  is  still  among  his  manuscript  papers, 
and  the  occupation  which  its  composition  afforded  to 
his  moments  of  relaxation,  continued  through  life  to 
constitute  the  delight  of  his  leisure  hours.  Such  was 
his  progress  in  many  attainments,  that  before  the  close 
of  his  connection  with  the  Nazareth  institution,  young 
Schweinilz  was  appointed  to  participate  in  the  duties  of 
instruction,  by  taking  charge  of  some  of  the  junior 
classes  in  that  seminary. 

In  1798  his  father  wascalledto  Germany,  whither  he 
was  attended  by  his  family,  and  where  the  subject  of 
this  memoir,  then  a  youth  of  eighteen,  was  in  the  same 
year  established  as  a  student  in  the  theological  institu- 
tion at  Niesky  in  upper  Lusatia.  Here,  enjoying  an 
intercourse  with  young  men  of  decided  and  acknow- 
ledged talent,  and  entering  on  studies  which  excited  a 
generous  eniulalion,  his  faculties  w Pre  roi^sed  to  re- 
doubled energy,  and  his  application  became  propor- 
tionally intense.  The  late  excellent  J.  B.  de  Albertini, 
then  one  of  the  professors  in  that  institution,  exercised 
a  powerf\il  influence  on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Schweinilz, 
and  to  his  clearness  and  Simplicily  of  views,  his  scien- 
tific and  truly  philosophical  ideas-,  was  the  subject  of 
our  remarks  indebted  for  much  of  that  justness  of 
thought  and  firmness  of  principle,  which  carried  him 
wiih  success  through  the  active  duties  of  life.  'Ihe 
muUial  esteem  thus  formed  between  tie  pupil  and  his 
teacher,  was  afterwards,  by  similaiity  of  pursuits  and 
predilections,  matured  into  the  closest  intimacy.  While 
prosecuting  his  studies  in  this  place,  Mr.  Schweinitz 
enjoyed,  by  means  of  his  extensive  connections,  an  op- 
portunity of  mingling  much  in  society,  of  which  hi.s 
cheerful  and  sprightly  conversation  rendered  him  the 
common  centre  of  attraction.  But  neither  in  this  situ- 
ation, nor  in  his  subsequent  foreign  journies,  did  his 
feelings  ever  swerve  from  an  atlachment  to  his  country; 
and  yet  it  v/as  not  from  him  that  any  modern  traveller 
has  learned  the  practice  of  vilifying  every  country 
through  which  he  passes.much  less,  on  returning  home, 
that  of  bestowing  on  his  own,  by  way  of  reparation,  a 
double  share  of  the  same  abuse. 

After  completing  his  theological  studies,  Mr.  Schwei- 
nilz engaged  as  a  teacher  in  the  Academy  at  Niesky, 
and  by  this  means,  enlarging  and  strengthening  his  ow  n 
acquisitions,  realized  the  tiuth  of  the  maxim,  docendo 
difcimus. 

The  presence  of  sevcr.al  valued  friends  engaged  in 
the  same  pursuiis,  the  cultivation  of  his  favourite  de- 
pariment  of  bolany,  a  ronneclion  withhis  cherished  as- 
sociates. Professor  .Albertini  and  Henry  Steinhauer, 
(from  England,)  and  the  opportunity  of  improving  his 
taste  for  literature  by  various  reading  and  fiequent 
composition  on  the  prominent  subjects  discussed  in  the 
literary  journals  of  the  day,  all  contributed  to  the  im- 
provement and  happiness  of  Mr.  Schweinitz,  and  ren- 
dered the  arduous  duties  of  his  station  a  pleasure  rather 
than  a  burden.  Scarcely  any  important  topic  in  the 
wide  field  of  fcience,  escaped  his  notice,  and  especially 
did  the  constitution  and  management  of  the  affairs  of 
his  social  and  religious  fraternity,  call  forth  from  his  pen 
many  able  and  spirited  articles. 

From   the    commencement   of  his  residence  at  this 
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wards  fixed  at  the  school,  and  he  enjoyed  the  ad 
tage  of  some  instructions  in  the  elements  of  botany 
from  one  of  the  teachers*  in  the  seminary,  he  pursued 
his  researches  in  this  delightful  .science  with  the  most 
enthusiastic  ardour.  He  set  ms  to  have  been,  in  truth, 
a  very  child  of  Flora,  and  with  the  vernal  breath  of  that 
divinity  to  have  inhaled  all  Ihe  benign  influences  which 

*  Mr.  Kramtsch. 


species  discovered  by  himself  and  Alberlini  was  so 
.ereat  as  to  warrant  the  publication  of  a  volume  of  about 
four  hundred  pages,  containing  the  result  of  their  unit- 
ed efforts.  As  we  shall  again  recur  to  this,  iji  connec- 
tion with  his  other  performances,  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary here  to  interrupt  our  remarks  to  present  its  pecu- 
liar merits  as  a  scientific  production. 

Near  the  close  of  his  residence  at  Niesky,  he  began 
to  exercise  the   functions  of  a  preacher,   and  was,  in 
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1807,  cafled  to  the  Moi-avian  setllement  at  Gnaden- 
bupg',  in  Silesia,  where  liis  acquisitions  were  soon  turn- 
ed to  gO!)J  acco  int  in  various  ways  connected  with  his 
profession.  Besides  paro  ;liial  duties,  he  again  d.s- 
charijeu  tlie  office  ol'  a  teacher,  in  brinffiiij  forward 
many  of  tlie  yoin  J  men  <if  his  community,  who  were 
prepHiiiii,"  for  the  duties  of  his  own  calling.  Upon  h  s 
character  as  a  presclier,  tliere  is  the  less  necessity  that 
we  sho  ild  com-nent,  even  were  this  the  place,  an  1 
were  we  competent  to  such  an  undertaking,  because, 
in  that  capacity,  his  biethrei\  have  already  exhibited  to 
the  public  a  view  of  his  meritorious  labours.*  We 
would  merely  stiite,  that,  considered  as  literary 
performances,  his  sermons  were  characterized  by  the 
utm  )St  simplicity,  both  in  style  and  delivery,  and  were 
addressed  mure  to  the  heart  than  to  the  head.  His  dis- 
courses were  invariably  pr.actic.<l,not  argumentative; — 
experimental,  not  speculative. 

Tiie  period  of  which  we  are  speaking,  it  will  be  re- 
collected, was  that  of  Buonaparte's  continental  wars, 
and  Germany,  the  scene  of  his  operations.  Mr.  Schwei- 
nitz  was,  therefore,  with  his  peaceful  flock,brought  into 
immediate  proximity  to  the  actors  in  those  tremendous 
conflicts.  But,  though  troops  were  quartered  in  Gna- 
denburg,  his  happy  disposition  and  winning  deport- 
ment gave  him  siicli  .ascendency  over  all  ranks  as  to 
avoid  causes  of  collision,  and  to  render  him  a  general 
favourite  with  strangers. 

In  1808,  Mr.  Schneinitz  was  invited  to  Gnadau,  in 
Saxony,  where,  in  the  discbarge  of  duties  similar  to 
those  at  Gnadenburg,  and  with  equally  distinguished 
success,  he  continued  to  be  engaged  until  181'.?,  when 
he  was  appointed  by  his  brethren,  general  agent  of 
then-  church  in  the  ^uthern  states  of  tliis  Union.  Pre- 
viously to  repairing  to  the  scene  of  his  duties,  he  farm- 
ed a  matrimonial  alliance  at  Xiesky,  with  l^o.iiz  i  Amelia 
Le  Uoux,  whose  parents,  descen  lants  from  highly  re- 
spectable French  ancestors,  resided  at  Stettin  in  Prus- 
sian Pomerania.  The  continental  system  of  Napoleon 
at  that  time  rendering  direct  communications  with  this 
country  extremely  hazardous,  they  were  compelled,  in 
order  to  embark  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the 
route  through  Denmark  and  Siveden.  This  circum- 
stance was  not  wholly  without  its  advantage;  for,  on 
arriving  at  Kiel,  in  H.dstein,  an  occasion  presented 
itself  for  a  protracted  slay,  durng  wh.ch  Mr-  Schwei- 
nitz  became  acquainted  with  several  learned  men  con- 
nected with  the  University  in  that  pl.tce,  and  the  mu- 
tual satisfaction  was  such  as  to  induce  the  institution 
during  the  same  year  to  confer  on  him  the  honorary 
degree  of  Doctor  in  Pliilosophy. 

About  the  period  of  their  final  embarkation,  the 
United  States  had  declared  wai^ against  Great  Britain; 
the  seas  swarmed  with  privatecrs,and  to  try  their  firm- 
ness still  more  severely,  a  tempestuous  voyage  ensued, 
terminating  in  a  tremendous  storm,  by  which  their  ves- 
sel was  disniasted,  and  a  horiible  suspense  for  a  time 
hung  over  their  destiny. 

A  journal  kept  on  his  voyage  manifests,  however, 
the  fervent  and  patriotic  feeling  wliich  cheered  the 
heart,  and  buoyed  up  the  hopes  of  Mr.  Schweinitz,  in 
the  near  prospect  of  extensive  usefulness  in  the  land  of 
his  nativity.  ' 

The  immediate  scene  of  his  duties  was  the  establish- 
ment at  Salem,  Stokes  county.  North  C  ivolina,  where 
amidst  the  secular  and  ecclesiastital  duties  of  his  office, 
he  found  time  to  prosecute  the  study  of  botany,  in  a 
dominion,  scientifically  speaking,  all  his  own.  The  first 
fruits  of  this  labour  were  given  to  the  world  in  1818, 
through  the  commentaries  of  the  Society  of  Naturalists 
at  Leipsic,  under  the  editorial  care  of  his  learned 
friend  Dr.  D.  F.  Scliwaegrichen,  and  is  entitled  "  Sy. 
nopsis  Fungorun    Carolina  Superioris."    In  the  same 


year  his  duties  required  him  to  atlcnl  a  meetiuTf  of  his 
religious  brethren  at  Herrnhut.   On  his  w.ay  thither,  he 
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species  of  Iltpulic  Missen.  Tnis  he  produced  as  a 
mere  specim-n  of  the  cryptogamic  flora  of  North  Amer- 
ica, intended  to  excite  a  more  general  attention  among 
our  native  botanists,  to  this  undes'^rvedly  neglected 
branch  of  natural  history.  In  the  sime  yeir  he  sent  to 
Professor  Silliman's  .lournal  his  M  inogiaphy  of  the  ge- 
nus VroLA,  a  valuable  paper,  often  cited  by  European 
naturalists. 

At  the  close  ofthis  year  his  residence  was  transferred 
to  his  native  villege  of  Bethlehem,  where  the   secular 
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science  unremittingly  pursued.  I'o  ran,ge  once  more,  m 
the  vigor  of  his  scientific  m  iturity,  over  the  same  scenes 
in  which  had  been  sown  the  seeds  of  his  usefulness, 
and  where  h  id  budded  the  promises  of  his  early  youth, 
imparted  new  energy  and  assiduity  lo  his  efforts.  The 
beautiful  slopes  and  valleys  about  Bethlehem  an  I  Naza- 
reth, the  romantic  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  the  pre- 
cipitous rocks  of  the  Lehigh,  all  yi  dded  up  to  him  a  tri- 
bute of  their  hitherto  unexplored  treasures.  The  high 
estimation  set  upon  his  works  by  men  of  science,  had 
procured  his  election  as  an  honorary  member  in  several 
societies  d-voted  to  natural  history,  botli  in  Europe 
and  America.  His  correspondence  increased,  and  the 
formation  of  his  herbarium  advanced  with  great  rapi- 
dity. 

In  1823  he  was  desired  to  examine  and  describe  the 
plants  collected  by  Mr.  Say  on  the  expedition  of  Major 
Long  to  the  sources  of  the  St.  Peter's  river.  This  ta.sk 
he  undertook  with  that  diffi  lence  which  signalized  his 
real  merit,  expressig  h  s  regret  that  the  unavoidable 
I  absence  of  Mr.  Nut  tall  from  the  country  should  have 
'  prevented  him  from  executing  this  undertaklng,agreea- 
'  bly  to  previous  arrangement,  and  passing  on  that  gen- 
tleman a  high  and  delicate  eulogium;  how  richly  merit- 
•  ed,  this  Academy  needs  not  to  be  informed. 

Near  the  close  of  the  same  year,  he  also  communicat- 
!  ed  to  the  Lyceum  of  Natural  History  at  New  York,  a 
I  valuable  paper,  containing  instructions  for  determining 
i  the  American  species  of  the  genus  Cakex,  a  work, 
I  which,  though  less  imposingin  appearance,  must  doubt- 
1  less  have  cost  more  Intense  application,  and  more  exact 
i  powers  of  discriminating  between  specific  characters, 
I  tlian  would  have  sufficed  for  the  description  of  many 
I  new  species  of  plants. 

;  In  1824  Mr.  Schweinitz  communicated  lo  the  Ame- 
i  rlcan  Journal  of  Science  a  short  paper  on  the  rarer 
1  plants  of  Easton,  Pa.,  almost  all  of  which,  he  remarks, 
i  are  principally  met  Vidth  on  the  shady  rocks  up  the 
I  Delaware,  or  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lehigli. 
I  In  the  same  year  appeared  his  Monograph  of  North 
I  American  Carices.  Being  .ibout  to  embark  a  third  time 
I  for  Europe,  tills  paper,  together  with  a  large  collec- 
tion of  the  specimens  from  which  it  had  been  prepared, 
!  was  placed  in  tlie  hands  of  his  friend.  Dr.  Torrey,  with 
I  a  desire  that  it  might  be  communicated  to  the  Lyceum 
1  of  Natural  History,  and  giving  him  full  liberty  to  use 
j  his  discretion  in  the  add. lions  or  alterations  which  it 
might,  from  .subsequent  discoveries  of  his  own,  seetii 
I  to  demand.  Finding,  on  his  return,  that  his  editor  hiCd 
made  important  additions  to  the  number  of  species,  the 
honourable  mind  of  Mr.  Schweinitz  led  him  to  request 
that  it  should  appear  as  their  joint  production,  remark- 


•  See  the  United  Brethren's  Missionary  Intelligencer, 
Tol.  V.  p.  97. 


that  "the   iudicious  and  elaborate  amendments  he 


has  proposed,  and  the  mass  of  new  and  valuable  matter 
he  has  added,  entitle  Dr.  Torrey  to  a  participation  in 
the  authorship  of  the  work."     This  incident  is  roei^ 
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The  voyage  this  year  undertaken,  was  with  a  purpose 
similar  to  (hat  of  1818,  and  on  both  occasio^is  he  exer- 
cised on  the  deliberations  of  his  brethren  at  Herrnhut  a 
decided  and  salutary  influence. 

During'  his  absence  from  the  country  his  paper  on 
the  new  American  species  of  Spheris,  one  of  the  largest 
genera  of  the  Fungus  tribe,  was  communicated  to  this 
Academy,  and  appeared  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the 
Journal. 

On  his  return,  near  the  close  of  the  year,  his  pur- 
suits, except  the  superintenlejice  of  the  liter.ary  insti- 
tution, which  he  had  previously  relinquished,  were 
resumed,  with  his  wonted  alacrity.  The  great  work 
to  which  he  now  devoted  his  leisure  was  the  Synopsis 
of  North  American  Fungi,  which  was  originally  design- 
ed for  publication  in  some  of  the  European  journals,  but 
■whicli  he  was  induced  to  present,  in  1831,  for  insertion 
among  the  collections  of  the  Philosophical  Society  of 
this  city. 

Until  the  year  1830,  the  health  of  Mr.  Schweinilz  had 
been  excellent,  and  his  spirits  uniformly  cheerful ;  hut 
the  various  and  increasing  cares  of  his  official  station, 
with  the  sedentary  employment  of  composing  a  disser- 
tation on  the  affairs  of  his  community,  during  which  his 
usual  excursions  and  exercises  were  omitted,  wrought 
a  visible  change  in  the  state  of  his  health;  a  severe 
eough  ensued,  with  other  alarming  symptoms,  which 
give  his  friends  just  grounds  for  apprehension.  From 
this  time  his  health  seemed  gradually  to  decline.  The 
want  of  his  scctistomed  occupations 


and  in  the  deep  sense  of  responsibility  under  which  he 
appears  to  have  constantly  acted,  we  find  the  immuta- 
ble guarantees  for  that  uprightness  and  the  best  expla- 
nation of  that  social  influence  which  characterized  our 
departed  friend. 

The  literay  attainments  of  Mr.  Schweinltz  were  those 
belonging  to  the  scholar  and  the  gentleman.  He  was 
acquainted  with  the  Greek  and  spoke  and  wro'e  the 
English,  German,  French  and  Latin  languages.  Un- 
like most  persons  of  German  descent,  but  in  common 
with  Pope,  Scott,  and  some  other  eminent  men,  he 
was  entirely  insensible  to  the  charms  of  music;  yet  as 
we  have  seen,  this  circumstance  did  not  involve  him 
in  the  celebrated  category  of  Shakespeare;  for  th.)Ugh 
no  music,  he  surely  had  abundance  of  harmony  in  his 
soul. 

Our  sketch  of  the  scientific  labours  of  the  deceased, 
must  necessarily  be  confined  to  some  leading  points  in 
the  general  character  of  his  more  important  works,  and 
a  brief  account  of  his  collections. 

When  we  consider  the  extreme  difficulty  of  the  par- 
ticular departments  of  Bntany  to  which  Mr.  Schweinltz 
devoted  his  chief  attention,  the  prodigious  number  of 
facts  which  he  has  accumulated,  the  vast  amount  of 
minute  and  delicate  investigation  demanded  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  objects  of  his  study,  the  labor  of  preparing 
for  the  press  the  materials  which  he  had  brought  to- 
gether; when  we  recollect,  that,  with  the  exception  of 
Ur.  Mulilenburg  of  Lancaster,  no  American  botanist 
had  ventured  f.ir  upon  this  wide  and  unexplored  domi- 
nion of  nature:  and  when  we  remember  that  this  science 
was  his  relaxation,  not  his    profession;   his  occasional 


the  op 
depressed  his  spirits,  and  produced  a  marked  contrast  '  pursuit,  not  his  daily  duty,  we  are  forcibly  struck 
to  that  buoyancy  which  had  hitherto  shed  its  influence  j  the  high  order  of  his  talents  for  the  pursuit  of  physical 
on  all  .around  him.  i  science,  and  cannot  but  regret  th'at  more    of  his  time 

A  journey  to  the  western  states,  undertaken  in  con-  j  and  energies  could  not  have  been  devoted  to  this  favo- 
nection  with   his  official   duties,*  appeared  for  a  short    rite  occupation. 

time,  to  revive  the  energies  of  his  frame.  Rut  though  The  botanical  works  of  Mr.  Schweinitz  indicate,  not 
externally  more  active  and  cheerful,  the  deep  workings  only  great  industry  and  perfeverance  in  the  collection 
of  disease  had  undermined  his  system,  and  on  the  morn-  of  facts,  but  a  judicious  melhod  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
ing  of  the  8th  of  February,  1834,  being  awakened  at  an  labours.  The  synoptical  tables  attached  to  his  several 
early  hour  by  a  sensation  of  faintness,  and  when  reliev- 1  monographs,  are  evidences  of  the  importance  attribut- 
ed by  medical  applications,  again  relapsing  for  a  short  ed  to  this  feature  in  his  productions.  His  analytical 
time  into  a  state  of  repose,  he  fell,  at  the  age  of  54  table  to  facilitate  the  determin.atlon  of  the  Carices,  af- 
years,  calmly  and  unconsciously  into  the  arms  of  death,     fords  another  striking  illustration  of  the  benefit  to  be 

A  widow,  and  four  sons  at  an  age  most  needing  a  pa-  i  derived  from  a  systematic  pursuit  of  scientific  studies. 
rent's  counsel,  survive  to  mourn  his  loss.  j  It  contains  an  abstract  view  of  110  antithetical  positions 

Such,  gentlemen  of  the  Academy,  is  a  very  inade- 1  of  parts,  which  mark  the  species  of  that  extensive  and 
quate  view  of  the  life  of  your  lamented  associate;  a  life  difficult  genus;  and  since  this  analytical  table  was  doubt- 
ot  various,  constant,  unobtrusive  usefulness.  less  the  result,  in  part,  of  his  own  inductive  studies,  it 

In  person,  Mr.  Schweinitz  was  of  the  middle  stature,  proves  that  of  those  studies  he  was  able  to  make  a  le- 
offuU  and  robust  habits,  a  florid  and  healthful  i 


nance.  The  print  accompanying  this  paper  is  from  a 
miniature,  taken  some  years  before  his  decease,  and  is 
consequently  more  youthful  than  the  appearance  with 
which  our  memories  are  now  impressed,  but  is  regard- 
ed by  his  family  as  having  been  a  very  correct  likeness 
at  the  time  it  was  taken.  We  have  space  but  for  a  few 
words  in  regard  to  his  social  habits. 

The  colloquial  powers  of  Mr.  S.  were  of  a  high  order. 
Humour,  wit,  anecdote  and  repartee  were  always  at  his 
command.  In  the  multiplied  relations  with  society  he 
had  contracted  that  ease  of  intercourse  which  tends  so 
essentially  to  conciliate  the  kind  affections. 

Hence,  though  always  listened  to  with  profound  re- 
spect when  in  the  discharge  of  professional  duties, 
whether  as  a  teacher  or  a  clergyman,  yet  the  sphere  of 
his  greatest  usefulness  was  the  socea/ circle,  and  the  fa- 
miliar intercourse  which  he  maintained  with  the  people 
of  his  own  persuasion.  In  the  exchange  of  thought, 
the  imparting  of  sympathy,  and  the  expression  of  fra- 
ternal feeling,  so  habitually  cherished  by  the  class  of 
society  with  which  it  was  his  fortune  to  be  connected, 


•For  the  purpose  of  establishing  a   branch  of  the 
"  United  Brethren's"  community  in  Indiana. 


gitimate  and  profitable  use,  by  arranging  all  his  facts 
under  appropriate,  general  heads,  and  to  point  out  to 
future  inquirers,  in  what  paths  to  pursue  the  labours, 
which  himself  has  so  happily  followed.  His  monograph 
of  the  Carices  of  North  America,  soon  after  published, 
gave  proof  of  the   utility  of  this  methodical  arrange- 

Among  the  most  extensive,  and,  in  a  scientific  point 
of  view,  the  most  important  of  his  labours,  are  those 
which  relate  to  the  Fungi.  Four  of  his  principal  per- 
formances refer  to  this  abstruse  branch  of  botany. 

Three  of  them,  the  "  Conspectus  Fungorum  Lusa- 
tia,"  the  "Synopsis  Fungorum  Carolinae  Superioris," 
and  the  "Synopsis  Fungorum  in  America  Boreali  Me- 
dia Degentium,"  are  all,  as  their  titles  import,  written 
in  the  Latin  language.  The  mere  reader  of  English 
may,  perhaps,  be  ready  to  ask  whether  this  was  not  a 
mark  of  scholastic  vanitv,  thus  to  seal  against  the  ma- 
jority of  readers,  the  very  books  which  profess  to  make 
known  his  difcnveries.  To  this,  we  may  answer  prompt- 
ly and  decidedly  in  the  negative.  For,  if  written  either 
in  Ger.man  or  in  English,  the  two  other  languages  with 
which  he  was,  probably,  the  most  familiar,  they  must 
have  been  sealed  against  a  far  greater  number  of  those 
who  are  ever  likely  to  seek  instruction  from  their  pages. 
A  few  inquisitive  botanists  are  found  in    ev^ry  quarter 
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of  the  globe,  and  the  medium  of  commiinic.ition  be-  inhabit  air,  earth,  oi- 
tween  them  is  thesime  as  that  uf  the  whole  scientific  soar  or  lowly  creep, 
world  was  three  centuries  ajjo.  It  was  to  these  that  !  which  occupy,  in  reg 
Schweinitz  wa>  obligeil,  from  the  nature  of  tlie  case,  to  i  ter. 


:um; — whether  they  proudly 
f.iund,  unattended  by  those 
1  to  them,  a  parasitic  charac- 


address  himself,  and  to  these   he  spoke  in  a  language 
which  they  all,  doubtless,  understood. 

It  may,  in  the  next  place,  appear  singular  that  so 
great  a  part  of  his  exertions  should  have  been  devoted 
to  the  cryptogamous  races  But  to  this  preference  lie 
had,  by  birthright,  a  sort  of  hereditary,  or  derivative 
national  title,  since  it  is  to  German,  Danish,  and  Swed- 
ish botanists*  that  we  owe  by  f<r  the  greater  part  of 
our  knowledge  of  that  difficult  dep;u-tment.  In  fi«ct, 
Germ  111  botany,  like  German  metaphysics  appears  to 
deem  the  obvious,  everyday  plienomena  of  a  science, 
utterly  unworthy  of  her  regards.  Phrrnogamous  plants 
want  the  charm  of  an  adequate  mystery;  things  are 
too  apparent  to  the  senses;  lie  too  much  upon  the 
surface;  there  is  nothing  of  the  spirit  of  adventure; 
nothing  of  the  Giant  of  the  Brocken  to  be  encoun- 
tered. 

But,  set  before  her  a  turf  studded  with  mosses — a 
clump  of  twenty  different  seaweeds,  a  bundle  of  a  hun- 
dred strange  fei'ns,a  basket  of  innumerable  new  fungous 
parasites;  or,  in  defect  of  any  thing  more  exquisite,  a 
load  of  nameless  sedges  and  grasses,  and  there  is  at  once 
a  banquet  for  her  keen  appetite  to  revel  on, — a  truly 
"digitus  vindice  nodus." 

And  who  shall  venture  to  accuse  this  far  reaching  and 
deep  searching  propensity  of  the  northern  botanists?  — 
Certainly  not  one  who  has  never  entered  beyond  the 
outer  g;ite  of  this  chosen  sanctuary  of  nature. 

It  is  probable  that  even  the  greater  number  of  pro- 
fessed botanists  are  little  attentive  to  the  wide 
given  by  nature  to  the  cryplogamic 


It  will  be  remembc  red  that  in  one  of  the  papers  of 
our  late  lamented  Sat,  the  parasitic  insect,  which  feeds 
upon  the  llcbsian  fly  is  described.  Tlie  study  of  cry  p- 
togamic  botany  makes  known  innumerable  examples  of 
the  same  general  fact,  in  regird  to  that  great  depart- 
ment of  nature's  works. 

In  the  synopsis  of  the  "Fungi  of  Lusatia,"  the  authors 
have,  with  becoming  spirit,  discarded  the  too  frequent 
practice  of  writers  in  changing  the  names  of  plants,  and 
adopting  new  synonyms,  merely,  as  would  often  ap- 
pear,  to  compel  future  naturalists  to  cite  their  own  names 
in  connection  with  the  trivial  specific  appellations 
which  they  choose  to  affix  to  well  known  objects.  This 
course  they  avoided  under  the  conviction  that  natural 
history  had  received,  and  was  daily  receiving,  great  de- 
triment  from  the  accumulation  and  confusion  of  these 
synonyms. 

They  have,  moreover,  assiduously  avoided  superflu- 
ous repetitions  of  the  names  of  classes,  orders,  genera, 
and  species,  and  given  a  true  si/nn/isia  of  the  depart- 
ment which  they  professed  to  treat.  They  have  fol- 
lowed the  steps  of  Persoon,  sensible  that  though  his 
method  may  be  in  some  points  defective,  it  is  belter  not 
to  depart  from  so  able  a  guide;  for,  they  remark,  "it 
is  well  known  how  much  easier  it  is  to  find  fault  with 
our  nelgnbour's  house  than  to  build  a  better  and  more 
commodious  one  ourselves."  "A  solid  basis  to  this"de- 
partment  of  botanical  science,"  they  add,  "must  be  laid, 
not  on  a  sandy  foundation,  on  the  varying  freaks  and 
on  I  fancies  of  the  mind,  but  on  a  perpetual  daly  and  nijjht- 
I  ly  employment  of  microscopic   observ 


er  I  and  oft   repeated   examination  of  the   whole  history  of 
'"    the   fungous    tribes,  a   careful    perusal  of  authors. 


I  as  the  other   classes  in   this   great  division 
works,  are  spre  .d  over  almost  every  sort  of  vegetable  I  the   fungous 

matter,  whether  in  the  dead  or  the  living  state.  They  comparison  of  their  respective  synonyms,  and  above  all, 
are  to  be  met  with  in  wells,  mines  and  caverns,  as  well  ]  by  the  observation  of  living  nature  herself,  as  she  Un- 
as in  the  garden,  the  field,  and  the  farm  yard;  on  de-  folds  her  rich  abundance  in  the  recesses  of  forests,  lawns 
cayed  branches,  stomps  and  roots  of  trees;  on  the  bark, !  and  marches;  an  observation  which  must  be  continued 
beneath  the  epidermis,  and  amidst  the  inner  coats  of  j  from  day  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year,  if  we  would 
growing  timber;  on  the  petioles  and  nerves  of  dry  leaves;  I  reap  the  true  reward  of  our  labours  " 
on  the  ground,  amidst  dense  forests — lawns,  marshes  I  At  the  period  when  Schweiniz  and  Albertini  wrote, 
and  meadows.  Onef  inhabits  only  the  decaying  hoofs  j  there  h.ad  been  recently  broached,  in  some  uf  the  Ger- 
of  horses  and  horns  of  oxen,  while  another^  is  no  where  j  man  journals,  particularly  Voight'.s  Magazine,  certain 
to  be  met  with,  except  on  the  bones  and  feathers  from  j  monstrous  hypotheses,  concerning  the  very  nature  of 
a  particular  species  of  raven.  Among  trees,  the  fir,  the  !  the  fungi,  and  "which  one  could  scarcely  credit  his 
poplar, the  oak  and  the  birch,  are  peculi.arly  marked  by  1  senses  in  perusing;" — hypotheses  which  ascribed  the 
the  variety  and  abundance  of  these  parasitic  genera- —  existence  of  several  species  of  these  plants  to  mutations 
Thev  not  unfrequently  occur  in  the  interior  of  the  of  form,  and  to  a  diseased  condition  of  one  and  the 
trunks  of  timber  trees.  Mr.  Schweinitz  had  in  his  col-  same  species  of  Zoophyta;  alledging  that  the  Tubulina 
lection,  fine  specimens  of  the  Dematium  aluta,  taken  '  fragiforma  was  nothing  more  than  the  progeny  of  the 
out  of  the  ships  of  war  built  by  our  government,  on  ^  PhulLis  imoudicus,  which,  growing  old,  at  length  be- 
Lake  Erie,  where,  in  a  few  years,  he  remarks,  "this;  came  metamorphosed  into  the  Lichen  pasc/ialis;  thus, 
little  fungulous  enemy  completely  destroyed  that  fleet  '  in  the  mere  wantonness  of  authorship,  confounding, 
which  had  so  signally  vanquished  the  armament  of  with  one  scrawl  of  the  pen,  two  great  classes  of  ;he  ve- 
Britain."  getable  world,  and  blending  both  into  the  animal  king- 


It  was  remarked  by  the  cynic  of  old,  when  a  pamper- 
ed mouse  had  perched  himself  on  a  corner  of  his  table, 
awaiting  the  eleemosynary  crumb  which  the  habit  of 
intimacy  between  the  two  individuals  had  taught  him  to 
expect,  that  even  Diogenes,  too,  had  his  parasites. — 
If  it  be  true,  that  all  men,  however  humble,  have  their 
appropriate  adherents — how  much  more  so,  when  we 
descend  to  the  inferior  orders  of  creation.''  Scarcely, 
it  is  believed,  can  a  species   of  animals,  whether  they 


•The  botanist  will  readily  recal  to  mind,  in  addition 
to  the  names  of  Schweinitz  and  Muhlenburg,  among 
ourselves,  those  of  Weber,  Schwacgrichen,  Roth,  Nees, 

Fries,   Link,  Kunz,   Schroder,  Tode,   Hoffman,   f'^'l- !  Jr^asures  of  scieliufic 
wig.  Withering,  Gartner,   SchEffer,   Batsch,   VVahlen 
berg,  Schkuhr,  Schwartz,  and   many  others,   as   illus 
trations,  more  or  less  apposite,  of  our  position. 


^Onygena  equina. 


\Onygenacorvina. 


dom.  This  was  to  make  vegetable  life,  indeed,  Protean. 
The  like  undiscriminating  heedlessness  had  led  the 
writer  to  assure  his  readers  that  a  fungus  discovered  by 
Hoffman,  in  the  Trichoderma  roseum,  furnished  with 
curious  and  delicate  little  filaments,  was  nothing  more 
than  a  zoophyte,  with  six  arms.  Against  these,  and 
many  similar  heresies  and  hallucinations,  the  authors 
do  not  fail  to  caution  their  readers. 

This  work  was  prepared  under  several  disadvantages. 
The  German  writers  on  cryptogamia  had,  it  is  true, 
been  found  of  great  service  in  determining  nice  and 
difficult  questions,  and  to  them  Albertini  and  Schwei- 
nitz repeatedly  acknowledged  their  obligations  ;  but 
they  had  to  lament  that  their  remoteness  from  the  richer 
"  ■  •"  ■  th,  the  vast  libraries  of  metro- 
politan cities,  did  not  allow  them  to  consult  the  produc- 
tions of  Bulliard,  Sowerby,  Bolton,  Shaffer,  Mitchel, 
Batsch,  and  others.  At  a  subsequent  period,  when 
treating  of  the   fungi  of  America,  Mr.  Schweinitz  was 
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enabled  to  profit  by  the  contemporary  labours  of  those 
whom  he  is  pleased  to  term  the  coryphai  of  mvcolog-i 
cal  science,  such  as  Fries,  Mees,  Link  and  Kuuz,  and 
he  then  takes  occasion  to  remark,  that  all  the  g'enera 
described  by  them  are  likewise  f  lund  in  America,  and 
that  indeed  but  few  species  are  known  in  Europe,  (ex- 
c^pt  those  parasitic  fun.^i  which  bailing'  to  a  matrix  not 
here  proJuced,)  but  wliat  are  equally  the  produi^ts  of 
botli  continents.  This  seemed  conclusively  to  refute 
the  notion  that  fun.sfous  forms  are  the  mere  fortuitous 
generation  of  accidental  causes,  and  incapable  of  defi. 
nite  classification. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  among'  the  least  interesting  and 
creditable  circumstince  connected  with  the  pubfication 
of  this  work,  that  the  twelve  plites  containing  figures 
of  ninety-three  new  species  of  fungi  were  drawn,  en 
graved,  and  coloured  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Schweinitz 
himself  We  are  assured,  by  one  who  was  at  that  pe- 
riod his  pupil,  that  he  "recollects  the  untiring  research 
with  which  our  departed  friend,  amidst  the  various  ar- 
duous duties  of  his  office,  (that  of  tutor  at  Nielky,)  pur- 
sued his  favorite  study,  and  the  labour  bestowed  by  his 
own  hands  on  the  coloured  plates  of  the  well  known 
"Synopsis  Fangorum."  The  modesty  with  which  the 
plates  are  submitted  to  the  public,  marks,  in  a  distinct 
manner,  both  the  meritorious  character  of  the  man,  and 
the  style  of  his  Latin  composition: 

"  Si  quis  severior  /abulurum  nosfravuni  conlemplalor , 
nonnullain  lis,  neufortasse  pauca,  desideraverit — etim, 
ne  prima  sese  artis  excttsorias  iinocinia,  unicn  icientim 
amore  liuce  el  auspice  tentata,  coram  habere  ubliviscaltir, 
rogatum  velimus." 

One  might  hazard  the  opinion,  that  even  in  more  re- 
cent works  of  natural  history,  many  far  less  creditable 
specimens  of  the  same  art  have  found  place,  without  be- 
ing able  to  urge  the  apology  that  they  were  the  first 
efforts  of  atiro,and  wilhoutthe  commendatory  plea  that  i 
the  sole  love  of  science  had  guided  and  ushered  them 
into  public  view. 

In  his  paper  on  the  genus  Vioh,  Mr.  Schweinitz 
makes  the  interesting  remark,  that  of  all  the  American 
species  of  violet,  thirty  or  more  in  number,  not  one  has 
an  identical  counterpart  in  any  European  species;  that 
not  more  than  one  of  the  latter  appears  to  have  become  I 
naturalized  in  America;  and  that  while  Europe  posses- 
ses about  twenty  species  of  this  interesting  genus,  Ame- 1 
rica  has,  as  above  stated,  already  numbered  thirty,  and  i 
probably  may  yet  add  others  from  future  explor.»'tion  of  j 
her  extensive  northern  regions. 

In  his  descriptions  of  new  American  species  of  the  I 
genus  Spheriac,  contained  in  the  fifdi  volume  of  the  I 
Journal  of  the  Academy,  Mr.  Schweinitz  states,  that  of  j 
528  species  which  Dr.  Fries  describes,  330  had  been  ' 
observed  by  himself  in  America,  and  that  besides  what 
Pries  had  incorporated  in  his  general  abridgement,  the 
new  species  amounted  to  112,making  the  wliole  number 
then  known,  640;  that  tlie  whole  number  of  American 
fungi,  then  observed,  (1825,)  fell  I-tlle  short  of  2000. 
He  adds,  "I  am  fully  persuaded,  as  many  more  remain 
undiscovered.  Our  immense  forests,  humid  climate, 
and  variety  of  high  rank  vegetable  productions,  may 
well  warrant  this  conclusion." 

In  this  paper  he   describes  twenty  new   species  ofj 
American  Spheria;,  respecting  which  he  remarks,  that  ' 
very  few,  peculiar  to  America,  spring  directly  from  the  | 
soil,  that  is.  from  vegetable  mould, — for  non,',  in  fact, 
spring  solely  from  rocks,  or  their  unvegretalized  debris.  | 
Nearly  all  the  fungi,  peculiar  to  America,  are  parasitic, 
and  this,  considering  the  vast  number  of  peculiar  plants 
and  trees  of  the  higher  orders,   found  in  our  country, 
may  still  account  for  the   almost  incredible  multitude 
of  fungous  forms,   belonging  exclusively  to  this  conti- 
nent. 

His  last  published  performance  contains  the  names  of 
3098  species  of  North  American  fungi,  of  which  more 
than  1200  are  the  fruits  of  Mr.  Schweinitz'  own  labours, 
embracing,  of  course,  the  species  previously  dcicribed 


in  his  paper  on  the  Spherise  and  those  included  in  his 
Carolina  synopsis.  If  to  these,  we  add  those  plants  de- 
scribed in  his  other  performances,  we  have  an  aggre- 
gate of  nearly  1400  new  species  added  to  the  amount 
of  botanical  science,  by  tlie  tilents  and  industry  of  a 
single  individual:  a  number  constituting  no  contempti- 
ble portion  of  the  whole  amount  of  human  knowledge 
on  this  subject.* 

At  the  decease  of  Mr.  Schweintz,  the  whole  of  his 
rich  collection  passed,  by  bequest,  into  the  possession  of 
this  institution. 

Itidependent  of  the  fungi  and  other  cryptogamous 
specimeas,  not  yet  arranged,  or  even  fully  examined 
since  their  arrival,  the  herbarium  thus  bequeathed  to  the 
Academy  by  our  deceased  fellow  member,  contains 
about  twenty  three  thousand  species  of  plants,  either 
collected  by  himself,  or  procured  through  the  agency 
of  his  numerous  and  valuable  correspondents.  Among 
the  latter,  the  examinaticm  has  shown  that  many  names, 
high  in  science,  are  included. 

Of  European  plants,  many  were  furnished  by  Dr. 
Schwaegrichen,  of  Liepsic,  author  of  the  Prodromus 
Historise  Mascorum  Hepaticorum,  and  already  mention, 
ed  as  the  editor  of  one  of  Mr-  Schweinitz'  publications; 
others,  by  Dr.  Steudel,  author  of  the  Numenclator  Bo- 
tanicus\  some  were  obtained  from  his  attentive  and 
valued  correspondent  Dr.  Zeyher,  and  others  from  the 
well  known  naturalist,  M-  Brongniart,  of  Faris. 

From  \J.  Ledebour  author  of  the  Flora  .illtaica,  Mr. 
Schweinitz  received  most  valuable  contributions  of  Al- 
taian and  Siberian  plants,  originally  discovered  by  that 
traveller  in  his  Asiatic  journies,  and  described  in  the 
work  just  mentioned.  From  Dr.  Wallick,  superinten- 
dent of  the  Botanic  Garden  at  Calcutta,  and  editor  of  an 
edition  of  the  Flora  Indica,  he  obtained  numerous  spe- 
cies of  the  plants  of  India,  particularly  of  Napaul. 

From  M.  Ludw  g,  through  the  kindness  of  his  frieads 
Leiitner  and  Saynisch  be  became  possessed  of  the  rare 
and  interesting  species  from  South  Africa. 

By  W.  J.  Hooker,  Esq.  of  Glascow,  author  of  a  il/o- 
nograph  of  the  Jangermaiix  inA  i\\e  Flora  Scolica,  he 
was  furnishfd,  am;)ng  others,  with  specimens  of  those 
hardy  tribes  cf  plants,  which  had  been  brought  by 
Captain  Parry,  from  the  polar  regions  of  North  Ameri- 
ca. James  Reed,  Esq.  of  this  city  supplied  the  plants 
of  China. 

A  very  valuable  collection  from  Labrador,  was  pre- 
sented by  his  friend,  Kohlmeister,  Moravian  missionary 
at  Nain,  in  that  country. 

The  labours  of  Mr.  Martins  enabled  him  to  send  to 
the  herbarium  of  our  deceased  benefactor,  the  botani- 
cal treasures  of  Brazil. 

Our  worthy  correspondent.  Dr.  Hering,  furnished 
those  which  adorn  the  fertile  plains  of  Surinam,  and 
Major  Leconte,  of  the  United  States'  army,  placed  in 
his  hands  an  important  collection  of  the  plants  of  Geor- 
gia. Most  of  the  existing  botansts  of  our  country  had, 
also,  manifested  their  esteem  by  transmitting  to  their 
respected  fellow  labourer,  some  of  the  fruits  of  their 
industry  and  research.  But  Mr.  Schweinitz  did  not 
rely  solely  on  correspondence  and  exchanges,  for  the 
augmentation  of  his  herbarium. 

After  the  decease  of  our  late  Vice  President,  Zac- 
cheus  Collins,  Esq.,  Mr.  Schweinitz  became  the  pur- 
chaser, for  a  valuable  consideration,  of  that  part  of  his 
herbarium  known  as  the  Baldwin  collection,  containing 
plants  from  F'lorida,  Brazil,  and  Buenos  Ayres,  among 
which  he  found  m  ire  than  three  thousand  species,  not 
before  in  his  own  herbarium,  and  of  these,  more  than 
one-half,  it  is  believed,  have  never  yet  been  described 
in  any  publication. 

Thus,  through  the  liberality  of  the  deceased  member 
whom  we  now  commemorate,  the  donations  which,  in 
his  life  tim;-,  Mr  Collins  h.ad  bestowed  on  the  museum' 


•The  whole  number  of  species  at  present  known.has 
been  estimated  at  50,000. 


LEWIS  U.   VON   SCIIWEINITZ. 


of  our  institution,  are  once  more  united  to  his  other 
most  important  b0lanic.1l  treasure. 

The  examination  and  arrangement  of  these  new 
plants  constituted  some  of  the  last  scientific  labours  of 
Mr.  S.  and  he  derived  from  the  employment,  such  sa- 
tisfaction as  to  make  him,  for  a  time,  forget  the  bodily. 
suffering  and  the  mental  depression  under  which  his 
frame,  at  length,  ^ave  way. 

Increased  by  all  these  rich  and  v.aried  additions,  the 
botanical  department  of  our  museum  having  previously 
acquired  the  entire  collection  of  Mr.  Nuttall,*  besides 
valuable  contributions  from  our  president,  Mr.  Maclure, 
and  others,  now  embraces  about  28,000  different  spe- 
cies of  plants;  more  thnn  three-quarters  of  which  are, 
as  we  have  seen,  due  to  the  industry  and  liberality  of  a 
single  individual. 

The  whole  is  now  arrangedf  after  the  neat  and  ju- 
dicious manner  of  Mr.  Schweinitz,  inio  scientific  order, 
on  a  plan  to  embrace  the  previous  collection  of  the 
Academy,  secured,  as  far  as  practicable,  from  the  dc- 
pradations  of  insects,  and  easy  cf  access  for  the  pur- 
poses of  research  ard  comparison.  But  the  direct  lega- 
cy of  Mr.  Schweinitz  is,  probably,  not  ihe  only  favour 
which  is  due  to  his  scientific  character  and  labours.  It 
has  been  remarked  that  cur  institution  rfwes  to  mem- 
bers of  his  community,  a  greater  portion  of  its  valuable 
collections  in  different  departments,  than  to  any  other 
equal  number  of  individuals,  and  it  is  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  his  example,  asa  cultivator  of  science,  has, 
in  no  small  degree,  determined  the  preference  of  those 
over  whom  he  so  long,  and  so  beneficially,  exercised 
an  influence. 

Such,  may  I  repeat,  was  the  life,  and  such  the  la- 
bours of  our  departed  associate;  a  life  which  humanity 
may  contemplate  with  a  calm  delight;  labours  which 
science  may  review  with  a  noble  satisfaction. 

With  a  laudable  emulation  of  all  the  excellencies 
which  had.before  his  own  day.given  lustre  to  liis  name, 
and  a  clear  perception  of  the  trulh  that  the  viitue  of 
ancestors  sheds  no  honour  on  any  but  the  virluuus  of 
their  offspring;  with  a  zeal  fur  the  acquisition  of  know- 
ledge, which,  springing  from  an  innate  law  of  his  being, 
afforded  to  his  understanding  that  pure  gratification, 
which,  by  another  law  of  his  being,  knowledge  alone 
could  impart;  with  a  benevolent  desire  to  communicate 
whatever  of  delight  the  investigations  of  science  and 
literature  had  infused  into  his  own  heart;  with  a  love 
for  the  beauties  of  natin-e,  imbibed  almost  in  infancy, 
and  which  grev  with  the  Increase  of  every  faculty,  and 
lasted  to  the  closing  period  of  his  too  short  career;  with 
a  purity  of  mind  and  heart  which  made  every  truth  of 
nature  a  lesson  in  virtue;  with  an  intrepidity  in  the 
prosecution  of  scientific  enterprises  which  led  him  out 
of  beaten  tracks,  and  taught  him  to  find  pleasure  in 
threading  those  very  labyrinths  from  which  most  other 
travellers  in  the  paths  of  knowledge,  shrink  in  despair; 
with  a  clearness  of  method  which  enabled  him  to  com- 
municate to  others  the  full  advantage  of  his  own  dis- 
coveries in  these  maay  haunts  of  nature;  with  a  candour 
and  fairness  which  never  merged  tUe  man  of  honour  in 
an  effort  unduly  to  elevate  the  man  of  science;  never 
sought,  by  questionable  artifices,  to  obscure  or  to  hide 
the  just  reputation   of  others;   with  a   benevolence  of 


disposition  which  enabled  him  to  find  every  where,  in 
works  of  creation,  the  traces  cf  that  beneficencc.which, 
in  \\\i,  professional  character,  it  was  his  highest  pleasure 
to  pourtray,  and  his  most  ardent  desire  to  imitate;  with 
a  cheerfulness  of  disposilinn,  and  a  suavity  of  manners, 
which  rendered  him  an  object  of  deep  afl'cction  in  eve- 
ry SI  cial  relation;  with  a  rectitude  of  purpose  which 
won  the  confidence,  while  it  formed  the  character  of 
youth, — and  secured  the  gratitude,  while  it  watched 
over  the  interests  of  age;  with  an  assiduity  which  en- 
countered the  fatigues  of  many  voyages,  not  always 
without  peril,  in  the  service  of  that  cause  to  which  he 
was  devoted;  with  a  patient  continuance  in  years  of 
toilsome  effort,  to  extend,  by  precept  and  example,  the 
benign  system  of  practical  goodr.ess  and  spiritual  libe- 
rality which  ever  shone  in  his  life  and  actions;  with  a 
distinct  perception  that  the  treasures  accumulated  in  a 

,  life  devoted  to  science.are  not  for  individual  possession, 
but,  in  order  to  produce  their  due  efiVct,  must,  in 
some  degree,  be  imparted  as  a  common  inheritance  to 
the  heirs  of  his  genius  and  spirit;  with  these  and  similar 
characters  which  time  might  fiil  us  to  enumerate,  did 
our  deceased  fellow  labourer  fill  up  the  measure  of  his 
usefulness,  and  win  for  himself  a  title  to  the  lasting 
gratitude  of  his  fellow  beings. 

I  We  should  not  dare  to  undertake  the  delicate  task  of 
assuaging  that  grief  which  the  loss  of  so  much  merit 

I  must  have  occasioned.  It  i--,  fortunately,  to  be  drawn 
from  a  source  more  elevated  than  our  feeble  voice: — 
The  remembrances  of  a  well  spent  life,  are  to  the  be- 
reaved heart,    assurances  more  strong   and  consoling 

1  than  the  loftiest  eulogies  of  man, — and  there  is  no  sup- 


sure  than  the  1 


port  to  the  virtue  of  orph: 
ble  example  of  that  personal  excellence  to  which  the 
orphan's  memory  is  taught,  habitually,  to  revert. — 
Happily  for  the  domestic  circle  of  our  departed  asso- 
ciate, they  need  not  desire  a  fiimer  guarantee  for  their 
hopes,  nor  a  brighter  example  for  their  imitation,  than 
are  to  be  found  in  the  character  of  Lewis  Uavid  vox 
Schweinitz. 


The  following  are  the  full  titles  of  Mr.  Schweinitz'a 
scientific  publications,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
collect  them.  Of  the  other  productions  of  his  pen, 
many  of  which  were  published  in  foreign  countries,  and 
some  of  which  still  nmain  in  manuscript,  we  have  not 
I  been  so   fortvmate  as  to  cbtain  copies  in  time  for  this 


*  The  Jmerlcan  plants  of  Mr.  Nuttall  were,  in  part, 
a  donation  from  that  gentleman,  and,  in  part,  obtained 
by  a  subscription  among  several  public  spirited  mem- 
bers of  the  Academy.  For  his  exotics,  amounting  to 
several  thousands,  we  are  wholly  indebted  to  the  liber- 
ality of  Mr.  N. 

■(•  The  Academy  owes  to  the  Indefatigable  labour  of 
the  Chairnnan  of  its  Botanical  Committee,  Dr.  Charles 
Pickering,  the  prompt  execution  of  this  task,  and  the 
compiler  of  this  notice  is  happy  to  acknowledge  his  ob- 
ligation to  the  same  gentleman  for  many  of  the  facts 
above  stated  in  regard  to  the  herbarium. 


1.  Conspectus  Fungorum  in  I.usatis  supencns  agro 
Niskiensi  crescentium  enethodo  Fcrsorniana.  Cum 
tabulisXII.  jeneis  pictis,  species  novas  XCIII.  sisterti- 

bus. 

Auctoribus     J.B.  de  ALnr.aTisi, 

L.   D.   DE  SCHWKINITZ. 

{Sumplibus  Kummeriuvli- ) 
Lipsiss,  1805. 

2.  Synopsis  Fungorum  Carnlini:  superioris  secundum 
observationes  Ludovici  Davidis  de  Schweinitz,  Soc.  Nat. 
Cur.  Lips.  Sodalis,  ect. 

Edita  a  D.  F.  Schwigrichen. 
E  commentariis  societatis  natura:  curiosorum  Lipsiensis 
excerpta.  {Nodule.) 

3.  Specimen  Florse  America  Septentrionalis  Cryp- 
logamica;,  sistens  muscos  hepaticos  hucusque  in  Am. 
Sep.  observatos,  or 

Specimen  of  a  systematic  arrangement  and  descrip- 
tion of  Ihe  cryptcgamous  plants  of  North  America, 
comprising  a  diognostic  description  of  all  the  hepatic 
mosses  hitherto  observed  in  North  America,  with  am- 
pler descriptions  of  a  number  of  new  species. 

By  Lt.wis  D.  ke  Schweixitz,  P.  D. 

/Jo/fig/i,N.  C.  1821. 
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4.  Attempt  of  a  monography  of  the  Linnaean  Genus 
Viola,  comprising  all  the  species  hitherto  observed  in 
North  America.     By  Lewis  D.  de  Schweinitz. 

Communicated  [to  Prof.  Silliman,]  July,  1821. 

5.  A  Catalogue  of  Plants,  collected  in  the  North- 
western Territory.by  Mr.  Thomas  Say, in  the  year  1823. 
By  Lewis  U    Schweinitz. 

Philada-  1824. 

6.  Analytical  table,  to  facilitate  the  determination  of 
the  hitherto  observed  North  Amorican  species  of  the 
genus  Caiex.     By  Lewis  D.  de  Schweinitz. 

Read  [at  the  New  York  Lyceum  of  Nat.  Hist.]  Dec. 
8,  1823. 

7.  List  of  the  rarer  plants  found  near  Easton,  Penn- 


sylv 


r.  John 


Ci>mmunicated  [to  Prof.  Silliman]  through 
Finch.     1S24. 

8.  A  Monograph  of  the  North  American  species  of 
the  genus  Carex. 

By  Lewis  D.  de  Schweinitz  and  John  Toriey. 
Read  [before  the   New  Yoik  Lyceum  of  Nat.  Hist.] 
Dec.  13,  1824.     Edited  by  Dr.  Torrey. 

9.  Description  of  a  number  of  new  American  species 
of  Spheria:. 

Re.ad  [before  the  Acad,  of  Nat.   Sciences  of  Philad.] 
Feb.  15,  1825. 

10.  Synopsis   Fungorum  in    America  Boreali  media 
degentium. 

Communicated  [to  the  Amer.  Phil.   Soc.   of  Philad.] 
April  15,  1831. 


From  the  Lancaster  Union- 
MR.   MILLS'  ASCENT   FROM  LANCASTER. 

On  the  Snth  of  May,  at  27  minutes  past  3,  P.  M  in 
the  midst  of  a  crowded  and  highly  respectable  assem- 
blage of  spectators,  1  made  my  second  ascent  from  Lan- 
caster. The  wind  l>lew  freshly  from  the  N.  W.  .10  as 
10  dash  my  Balloon  against  the  fence  of  the  enclosure, 
and  break  a  large  silken  oar,  designed  to  facilitate  as- 
cent and  descent.  Drawn  back  by  the  kind  activity  of 
friends,  to  tlie  opposite  side  of  the  Amphitheatre,  with 
some  difficulty  I  rose  high  enough  to  clear  every  obsta- 
cle. 

Just  after  crossing  the  Conesfoga  creek,  being  still 
near  the  earth,  on  account  of  the  rapid  horizontal 
movement  of  my  balloon,  I  hailed  a  number  of  persons, 
and  threw  down  some  papers,  among  which  was  the 
' '  La  ncasler  Un  ion. " 

About  12  miles  from  Lancaster,  I  had  almost  reached 
the  clouds,  and  could  see  the  long  line  of  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  the  towns  of  Columbia  and  Marietta.  The 
extensive  view  from  iny  then  position,  was  made  more 
magnificent  by  the  number  and  variety  of  the  sun — 
bright  spots  which  stood  out  in  peculiar  contrast  wiih 
the  general  shadowing.  At  19  minutes  past  4,  the 
balloon  entered  a  mass  of  clouds,  and  a  darkness  equal 
to  decided  twilight  immediately  followed — the  mist  was 
not  apparently  humid,  but  so  dense  as  almost  to  conceal 
from  my  view  the  balloon  itself  Here  and  there  va- 
cuities in  the  cloudy  strata  displayed  the  appearance  of 
immense  caverns,  with  firm  walls  and  ceilings.  This 
p,art  of  my  voyage  was  really  romantic  and  novel,  and 
occupied  the  long  period  of  13  minutes;  so  that  the 
stratum  of  mist  must  have  been  very  thick,  perhaps  not 
less  than  half  a  mile. 

A  sudden  burst  of  sun-shine,  the  curling  up  of  the 
white  surface  through  which  I  burst,  and  the  vast 
mountains  of  white  vapor  standing  still  at  a  distance 
gave  a  stirring  impulse  to  the  lately  darkened  voyager 
Such  a  change  requires  to  be  seen,  to  be  at  all  appre- 
ciated. 

1  had  scarcely  time  to  note  the  singular  tcenery  when 


distance  scarcely  more  than  20  yards  above  the 
convoluted  surface,  the  balloon  became  violently  agi- 
tated, swung  to  and  fro,  rotated  rapidly,  and  immedi- 
ately took  a  direction  opposite  to  the  old  one.  The 
suddenness  and  violence  of  the  motion  shewed  there 
were  opposite  currents  of  air  in  actual  contact,  and  that 
a  strong  electrical  excitation  was  thus  produced,  which 
a  subsequent  jihenomenon  clearly  demonstrated.  Ha- 
ving risen  considerably  above  the  clouds,  at  seventeen 
minutes  before  five,  I  let  out  gas,  and  commenced  my 
descent;  but  finding  myself  falling  too  rapidly,  I  dis- 
charged some  light  sand  to  lighten  the  balloon.  Just 
as  I  entered  the  clouds  again,  1  was  surprised  to  find 
the  liberated  sand  falling  on  my  head,  and  on  every 
thing  in  my  car.  This  I  since  ascribed  to  the  attraction 
and  subsequent  repulsion  of  the  sand  by  a  highly  elec- 
tiified  balloon,  just  as  happens  to  light  bodies  near  an 
excited  prime  conductor  of  an  electrical  machine,  as  I 
have  before  passed  through  clouds  without  observing 
such  an  event,  I  am  disposed  to  believe,  that  the  fric- 
tion of  the  two  great  opposite  currents  of  air  on  each 
other,  excited  the  balloon.  There  was  nothing  remark- 
able in  the  descent.  I  reached  the  earth  in  safety, 
landed  15  miles  from  Lancaster,  on  the  farm  of  Messrs. 
Hopkins  &  Brooks,  near  the  Conowingo  Furnance, 
where  I  then  let  out  the  gas,  folded  my  balloon,  and 
was  brought  by  Mr.  Brooks,  to  Lancaster,  wdiich  place 
I  reached  at  10  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Just  before  ascending,  some  ladies  presented  rings, 
bracelets,  lockets,  &c.  to  be  carried  up  to  the  clouds. 
Tlicy  were  restored  after  the  voyage  to  their  fair  own- 
ers, who,  no  doubt,think  them  of  high  value  on  account 
of  the  danger  they  encountered. 

JAMES  MILLS. 
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From  Crawford's*  Report  on  the  Penitentiaries  of  the 
United  States. 
In  the  year  1818,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
resolved  on  the  establishment  of  a  penitentiary  at  Pitts- 
burg for  the  western  division  of  the  state.  It  was  in- 
tended to  enforce  at  this  prison,  so'.iiary  confinement 
without  labour;  but  the  building,  on  its  completion,  was 
found  to  be  so  ill-calculated  for  that  object,  that  the 
design  could  not  be  executed.  The  convicts  were,  it 
is  true,  confined  in  separate  cells;  but  they  could  and 
did  freely  communicate  with  each  other  These  facili- 
ties for  corrupt  intercourse  were  greatly  promoted  by 
the  idleness  to  which  they  were  subjected.  The  mis- 
chievous effects  of  this  penitentiary  became  at  length  so 
obvious  that  the  Legislature,  in  1832,  resolved  on  its 
re-construction  on  such  a  plan  as  would  insure  strict 
solitude  during  the  hours  of  Labor,  as  well  as  at  night. 
This  new  prison  is  just  completed.  Undismayed  by  the 
failure  of  their  efforts  at  Pittsburg,  the  Legislature  de- 
termined in  1821,  on  the  erection  of  another  peniten- 
tiary in  Philadelphia  for  the  eastern  division  of  the 
State.  The  progress  of  this  building  was,  however, 
for  some  time  arrested  by  a  difference  of  opinion  which 
prevailed  respecting  the  nature  of  the  discipline,  to  be 
enforced.  A  highly  respectable  party  who  had  deep- 
ly interested  themselves  in  the  erection  of  the  peniten- 
tiary, warmly  advocated  the  infliction  of  solitary  im- 
prisonment without  labor.  Inquiry  was  deemed  neces- 
sary, and  commissioners  were  appointed  to  visit  other 
gaols,  and  report  on  the  most  eligible  plan.  These 
gentlemen  recommended  that  the  convicts  should  be 
employed  in  association  dtiring  the  day,  and  be  confined 
apart  at  night.  Opinions  so  opposite  demanding  still 
further  consideration,  the  Legislature  determined  upon 
the  middle  course  of  solitude  by  day  and  night,  accom- 
panied by  labor.     The   Eastern  Penitentiary    was  ac- 

•  Mr.  Crawford  is  one  of  the  late  British  Commission- 
ers to  this  country. 
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cordingly  procecileJ  with;  and  a pai't  being- completed, 
prisoners  were  admiUed  into  it  in  July,  1831). 

This  penitentiary  is  situated  about  a  mile  from  the 
city  of  Philadelphia.  The  site  occupies  about  12  acres. 
It  is  built  of  stone,  and  surrounded  by  a  wall  30  feet  in 
height.  Every  room  is  vaulted  and  fire-proof.  At  each 
angle  of  the  boundary  wall  is  a  tower  for  the  purpose 
of  overlooking  the  establishment.  In  the  centre  is  a 
circular  building,  or  obsenatory,  from  which  several 
corridors  radiate:  Ihey  are  under  complete  inspection. 
The  cells  are  ringed  on  each  sile  of  the  corridors,  in 
the  wall  of  which  is  a  small  aperture  and  iron  door  m 
each  cell:  through  this  aperture  the  meals  of  the  priso- 
ner are  handed  to  him  without  his  seeing  the  olBcer, 
and  he  may  at  all  times  be  thus  inspected  without  his 
knowledge'.  Other  openings  are  provided  for  th-;  pur- 
poses of  venliKation  and  warmth.  A  privy  is  construct- 
ed in  each  cell  in  such  a  manner  as  to  preserve  the  pu- 
rity ol  the  atmosphere,  and  prevent  the  posMbility  of 
communication  from  cell  to  cell.  Heated  air  is  con- 
ducted by  flues  from  stoves  under  the  corriilors.  In 
the  arched  ceiling  of  e:ich  cell  is  a  win  low  for  the  ad- 
mission "flight. —  rhe  cells  are  11  feet  9  inches  long, 
7  feet  6  inches  wide,  and  16  feet  high  to  the  top  of  the 
arched  ceiling.  Ihe  cells  on  the  ground  fl  lor  have  dou- 
ble doors  leading  into  a  yard,  18  feet  by  8  ffct,  in 
which  the  convict  is  allowed  to  take  exercise  fur  an 
hour  daily.  The  walls  of  the  yard  are  11  feet  high. — . 
Prisoners  are  not  allowed  to  walk  at  the  same  tiin^  in 
adjoining  yards;  and  when  in  the  yir.ls  are  inspected 
by  a  watchman  placed  for  that  purpose  in  the  tower  of 
the  observatory.  At  present  but  three  corridors  are 
completed:  the  others  which  are  now  erecting  differ 
in  some  of  their  arrangements  from  those  originally 
built.  The  new  cells  below,  as  well  a<  in  the  upper 
floor,  have  doors  opening  into  the  cirridors.  These 
cells  vary  also  in  their  dimensions,  being  three  feet 
longer  than  the  others-  The  prisoners  in  the  upper  celU 
are  not  allo.ved  to  go  at  any  time  into  the  open  air. — 
This  rule  had  been  only  seven  months  in  oper.itiun  f.t 
the  period  of  my  visit.  No  inconvenience  had  at  that 
time  been  found  to  result  from  the  arrangement.  On 
the  admission  of  a  convict,  he  is  taken  into  an  office  at 
the  entrance  of  the  penitentiary,  and  subjected  to  the 
usual  course  of  examlllatio^.  His  person  is  cleansed, 
and  he  is  clothed  in  an  uniform.  He  is  then  blindfold- 
ed and  con  lucte.l  to  his  cell.  On  his  way  thither  he  is 
for  a  short  time  detained  in  the  observatory,  where  he 
is  admonished  by  the  warilcn,  as  to  the  necessity  of  im- 
plicit obedience  to  the  regul  itions-  On  arriving  in  his 
cell  the  hood  is  removed,  and  he  is  left  alone.  There 
he  may  remain  for  years,  perhaps  for  life,  without  see- 
ing any  human  being  but  the  inspectors,  the  warden, 
and  his  officers,  and  perhaps,  occasionally,  one  of  the 
official  visitors  of  die  prison.  For  the  first  d.ay  or 
two  the  convict  is  not  allowed  to  have  even  a  Bible, 
nor  is  any  employment  given  him  for  at  least  a  week, 
a  period  during  wliich  he  is  the  object  of  the  warden's 
special  observation.  The  prisoner  soon  petitions  for 
an  occupation.  It  is  not,  however,  until  si'litude  ap- 
pears to  have  effectually  subdued  him  ihatemployment 
of  any  kind  is  introduced  into  his  cell.  Under  such 
circumstances  labour  is  regarded  as  a  great  alleviation; 
and  such  is  the  industry  manifested,  that  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, has  it  been  necessary  to  assign  tasks.  Sev- 
eral salutary  provisions  are  made  by  the  Legislature 
against  the  abuse  of  the  power  vested  in  the  warden 
and  his  officers.  The  inspectors  are  required  to  visit 
t!ie  prison  at  least  twice  in  the  week,  and  on  those 
occasions  to  speak  to  each  prisoner,  an<l  to  listen  to  any 
complaint  that  m  ly  be  made  of  oppressiorv  or  miscon- 
duct. Neither  the  warden  nor  any  of  his  assistants  are 
to  be  present  at  those  interviews,  unless  their  atten- 
dance be  desired.  The  physician  is  required  to  visit  the 
infirmary  daily,  and  to  attend  at  the  penitentiary  twice  I 
in  every  week,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the 
mental  as  well  as  bodily  state  of  every  prisoner.  | 
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The  official  visitors  appointed  by  the  Legislature  are 
the  Governor  of  the  State,  the  Speaker  and  members 
of  the  Senate,  the  Speaker  and  members  of  the  House 
of  Keprescntatives,  the  Secretary  of  the  State,  the 
Ju'lgcs  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Attorney  General  and 
his  deputies,  the  President  and  associate  Judges  of  the 
Courts  in  the  State, the  Mayor  and  Uecorderof  the  cities 
of  Philadelphia.  Lancaster,  and  Pittsburg,  the  Commis- 
s  onersaiid  SheriflTsof  theseverd  countles.inj  ihcactinff 
Committee  of  the  "Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Alle- 
viation of  the  Miseries  of  Public  Prisons."  No  person 
but  an  oflicial  visitor  can  have  any  communication  with 
a  prisoner,  unless  under  special  circumstances:  nor  is 
a  visitiir  permitted  to  deliver  or  to  receive  from  a  con- 
vict a'ly  letter  or  message,  or  to  supply  him  with  any 
article, under  the  penalty  of  lOOd^llars.  s'uch  :u-e  the  ge- 
neral arrangements  of  this  penitentiary.  There  are,hovv- 
ever,  deviations  from  the  rules  which  I  have  described 
in  regard  to  convicts  who  are  employed  at  trades  which 
cannot  be  conveniently  carried  on  in  a  cell.  Those 
who  are  employed  as  blacksmiths,  carpenters,  &c.  are 
allowed  to  leave  their  cells  and  work  separately  in  small 
shops,  in  which  they  are  locked  up,  or  they  are  assij- 
ciated  in  such  cases  with  an  artificer  not  a  prisoner;  but 
the  greatest  care  is  observed  both  during  the  hours  of 
work,  and  when  going  to  and  returning  fro:n  the  shops, 
to  prevent  any  one  convict  from  seeing  another.  This 
departure  from  the  ordinary  regulations,  however  it 
may  be  the  means  of  increasing  the  number  of  employ- 
ments in  the  prison,  will,  I  fear,  be  found  susceptible 
of  abuse,  and  even  calculated  to  promote  escapes  at  a 
future  period  when  the  penitentiary  m.ay  not  have  the 
benefit  of  that  anxious  care  and  unwearied  vigilance 
whic'i  are  exercised  by  the  present  warden. 

Having  had  the  unrestrained  privilege  of  visiting  the 
cells  at  all  times,  I  hive  had  many  opp'irtunities  of^ con- 
versing in  private  with  a  considerable  number  of  the 
prisoners.  Aware  of  the  strong  feeling  which  exists 
of  the  danger  resulting  from  long  periods  of  solitary 
c  )nfinement  thus  strictly  enforced,  my  inquiries  were 
carefully  directed  to  the  effects  which  it  had  introduc- 
ed upon  the  health,  mind,  and  qharacterflf  the  convict. 
I  have  uniformly  found  that  the  deterring  influence  is 
very  great,  and  such  as  I  believe  belongs  to  no  other 
system  of  gaol  management;  for  although  in  large  bo- 
dies, associated  together,  silence  may  by  strict  discip- 
line be  in  a  great  measure  maintained,  prisoners  thus 
debarred  from  speaking  have  inevitably  recourse  to 
other  modes  of  communication.  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be 
inferred  that  moral  corruption  can  result  from  inter- 
course so  limited,  yet  when  men  are  day  after  day 
thrown  into  the  society  of  each  other.  Ihi  irksimeness 
of  imprisonment  becomes  impaired,  and  its  terrors  ma- 
terially diminished.  The  Eistern  Penitentiary  imparts 
no  such  relief.  Of  the  convicts  with  whom  I  convers- 
ed, many  had  been  previously  confined  in  Ihe  New 
York  and  other  prisons,  where  corporal  punishments 
were  frequent,  but  these  persons  have  declared  that 
that  discipline  w.as  less  corrective  than  the  restraints  of 
continued  solitude.  When  prisoners  are  associated  it 
is  extremely  difficult  to  cut  off"  all  intercourse  from 
without  The  arriv.al  of  new  and  the  discharge  of  other 
convicts  form  constant  channels  of  communication.  In 
the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  the  separation  from  the  world 
is  certain  and  complete.  So  strict  is  this  seclusion,  that 
I  found,  on  conversing  with  the  prisoners,  that  they 
were  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  cholera  which 
had  but  a  few  months  before  prevailed  in  Philadelphia.* 


•  To  their  ignorance  of  the  existence  of  the  cholera 
may  doubtless  be  ascribed  in  a  great  measure,  their 
preservation  from  this  disease,  not  a  single  convict  ha- 
ving been  attacked  by  it  during  the  whole  period  that 
it  prev.ailed  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  although  the 
hospital  for  the  reception  of  patients  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  prison.  The  powerful  effect  of  alarm 
on   the  bodily  system  was  singiilarly  illustrated  at  this 
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The  exclusion  of  all  knowledge  of  tlieir  friends  is  se- 
verely felt.  But  although  every  allusion  to  their  situa- 
tion was  accompanied  by  a  stionj^  sense  of  the  punish- 
ment to  which  they  were  subjected,  I  could  per- 
ceive no  angry  or  vindictive  feelings.  I  w.as  indeed 
particularly  strack  by  the  mild  and  subdued  spirit 
which  seemed  to  pervade  tlie  temperof  the  convicts.and 
which  is  essentially  promoted  by  reflection,  snlitude, 
and  the  absence  of  corporal  punishment.  The  on 
ly  offences  in  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  which  the 
prisoner  can  commit  are  idleness  and  wilful  dam- 
age to  the  materials  on  which  he  is  at  work.  On  such 
occasions  he  is  punished  by  the  loss  of  employment, 
the  diminution  of  his  food,  or  clo^e  confinement  in  a 
dai-kened  cell.  The  necessity  for  correction  is  extreme- 
ly rare.  There  is  not  a  whip  nor  are  there  any  fire- 
arms within  the  walls  of  the  prison. 

Solitary  imprisonment  is  not  only  an  exemplary  pun- 
ishment, but  a  powerful  agent  in  the  reformation  of  mo- 
rals. It  inevitably  tends  to  arrest  the  progress  of  cor- 
ruption. In  the  silence  of  the  cell  contamination  can- 
not be  received  or  imparted.  A  sense  of  degradation 
cannot  be  excited  by  exposure,  nor  reforination  check- 
ed by  false  shame.  Day  after  day,  with  no  comp;uiions 
but  his  thoughts,  the  convict  is  compelled  to  reflect 
and  listen  to  the  reproofs  of  conscience.  He  is  led  to 
dwell  upon  past  errors,  and  to  cherish  whatever 
better  feelings  he  m.iy  at  any  lime  have  imbibed. — 
These  circumstances  are  in  the  highest  degree  cal- 
culated to  ameliorate  the  affections  and  reclaim  the 
heart.  The  mind  becomes  open  to  the  best  impres- 
sions, and  prepared  for  the  reception  of  those  truths 
and  consolations  which  Christianity  can  alone  impart. 
Instances  have  occurred  in  which  prisoners  have  ex- 
pressed their  gratitude  (or  the  moral  benefit  which  they 
have  thus  derived.  If  such  eflTccis  are  not  more  gener- 
ally produced  in  the  cells  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary, 
the  cncumstance  is  to  be  ascribed,  not  to  the  system, 
but  to  the  manner  in  which  one  of  its  most  essential  fea- 
tures has  been  neglected-  The  law  authorizes  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  chaplain  or  religious  teacher,  but  makes 
no  pecuniary.provision  for  his  support. — It  is  true  that 
occ  asions  occur,  highly  honourable  to  the  parties,  in 
which  clergymen  visit  the  penitentiary, and  gratuitously 
afford  their  assistance  by  the  performance  of  divine 
\vorship.  These  services  are  greatly  appreciated  by 
the  prisoners. 

In  the  impressive  stillness  of  the  cell,  even  the  sound 
of  the  human  voice  is  a  relief,  and  few  situations  can 
be  more  favouriible  to  the  reception  of  religious  truth. 
But  valuable  as  are  these  services,  however  desultory, 
their  benefits  are  but  partial  and  temporary,  and 
utterly  inadequate  as  a  substitute  for  a  systematic 
and  unremitted  course  of  religious  instruction.  C«n- 
victs  unable  to  read  are  left  uninstriicted.  These  are 
vital  defects,  which  can  alone  be  remedied  by  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  resident  clergyman,  who  thall  not  only 
regularly  perform  divine  service  on  the  Sunday,  but 
devote  himself  daily  to  the  visiting  of  the  prisoners  from 
cell  to  cell-  It  is  but  justice  to  the  inspectors  and  war- 
den to  state,  that  they  are  alive  to  the  importance  of 
this  evil,  and  that  they  have  repeatedly  expressed  to 
the  Legislature  their  conviction  that  while  it  is  permit- 
ted to  continue,  the  good  effects  of  solitary  imprison- 
ment can  never  be  fully  developed.  The  regulation  by 
which  one  prisoner  is  strictly  prohibited  from  seeing 
another  is  peculiarly  beneficial.  It  not  only  forms  a 
material  addition  to  the  punishment,  promotes  security, 
and  cuts  off  the  possibility  of  all  communication,  but  it 
extends  great  advantages  to   the  individual  on  his  dis- 


period  at  the  Massachusetts  state  prison.  The  chaplain 
having  taken  occasion  one  Sunday,  to  advert  to  the  aw- 
ful ravages  of  the  cholera,  most  of  the  prisoners  who 
composed  his  congregation  were,  on  retiring  to  their 
cells,  seized  with  a  complaint  which  it  was  greatly  fear- 
ed would  lead  to,  but  which  happily  did  not  terminate 
in  malignant  cholera. 


charge.  The  propensity  of  convicts,  on  their  liberation, 
to  revive  acquaintances  formed  in  prison  is  too  notori- 
ous- If  any  individual  so  situ.tted  be  disposed  to  aban- 
don his  criminal  habits,  he  is  too  often  assailed  by  temp- 
tations from  his  late  associates,  and  threatened  by  ex- 
posure. An  instance  of  this  kind  was  related  to  me  of 
aconvictwho  had  manifested  great  contritionfor  his  past 
life,  and  conducted  himself  so  well  as  to  obtain  his  par- 
don from  the  Walnut  street  prison-  Having  been  recom- 
mitted, he  was  asked  why  he  returned,  he  repUed,  "I 
intended  to  behave  well,  and  I  went  for  that  purpose 
into  the  state  of  Ohio,  where  I  hoped  that  my  former 
character  would  be  unknown,  and  I  might  set  out  anew 
in  life.  I  got  employment  and  was  doing  well,  when 
unfortunately  I  one  day  met  a  man  who  had  been  a  con- 
vict here  at  the  same  time  as  myself  I  passed  him, 
feigning  not  to  know  him:  he  followed  me  and  said,  'I 
know  and  will  expose  you,  so  you  need  not  expect  to 
shun  me-  Its  folly  to  set  out  to  be  honest  Come  with 
me  and  drink,  and  we  will  talk  over  oldafliairs-'  I 
could  not  escape  from  him:  my  spirits  sunk  in  despair, 
and  I  went  with  him.  The  result  you  know."  The 
seclusion  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  removes  this  for- 
mid.able  obstacle  to  reformation.  The  convict,  on  leav- 
ing his  cell,  re-enters  the  world  unknown  by  any  of  the 
former  inmates  of  the  prison 

Since  the  opening  oflhe  Eastern  Penilentiary,  no  less 
than  four  insane  persons  and  one  idiot  have  been  in  con- 
finement. Considering  this  circumstance  to  be  of  great 
importance,  I  felt  it  lobe  my  duty  to  make  especial  in- 
qu  ry  into  the  cases  of  these  individuals,.ind  I  beg  to  refer 
your  Lordshiptoaletteriutheappendix,addre.ssedto  me 
bythe  warden, in  explanation  oftheearly  history  and  pre- 
vious habits  of  these  afljicted  persons.  The  statements 
contained  in  that  letter,  and  the  inquiries  which  I  made 
upon  the  spot,  together  with  the  opinions  expressed  in  the 
reports  of  the  physicians,leave  no  room  to  doubt  thatthe 
prisoners  in  question  had  been  subject  to  mental  disor- 
ders before  they  were  admitted,  and  that  the  disease 
was  in  no  respect  attributable  to  any  peculiarity  in  the 
discipline  of  the  penitentiary-  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
physician  that  the  health  of  the  convicts  generally  is 
improved  by  the  treatment  they  receive,  although  the 
average  proportion  of  deaths  may  appear  high  while 
the  whole  number  in  confinement  continues  small-*  In 
the  last  year,  however,  the  proportion  was  less  than  1 
per  cent-  The  physician  remarks  that  the  discipline 
lias  the  efl^ect  of  rendering  the  frame  less  robust,  but  at 
the  same  lime  prevents  the  occurrence  of  much  disease, 
to  which  persons  of  the  cl  iss  who  generally  become  the 
inmates  of  a  prison  are  usually  subjected,  either  from 
exposure  to  weather  or  the  indulgence  of  vicious  ha- 
lt is  expected  that  the  cost  of  this  penitentiary, when 
completed  for  the  reception  of  586  convicts,will  .amount 
to  550,000  dollars.  A  large  sum,  however,  has  been 
unwisely  expended  in  decorations.  Uuder  all  the  dis- 
advantages of  a  new  establishment  the  earnings  of  the 
convicts  have  not  hitherto  equalled  the  amount  incur- 
red in  their  maintenance.f  The  plan  which  the  inspec- 
tors pursue  is  to  purchase  the  stock,  and  manufacture 
on  the  account  of  the  state,  in  preference  to  letting  our 

•The  average  of  deaths  during  the  four  years  in  which 
the  prison  has  been   established  is  3  1-5   per  cent. 

No.  of  Prisoners.  Deaths,  Proportion. 
In  1830                 31                    1  3  per  cent. 

1831  67  4  6         " 

1832  91  4  4J        •• 

1833  123  1  i         " 
fThe  daily  ration  is  as  follows: — Morning:  1  lb.  bread, 

(two-thirds  rye,  one-third  Indian  me.al;)  1  pint  of  coffee. 
Noon:  1  pint  of  soup;  |lb.  of  beef,  without  bone  (of 
which  the  soup  is  made);  and  potatoes.  Evening: 
mush  (a  preparation  of  Indian  meal,)  and  a  gill  of  mo- 
lasses. There  is  no  restriction  in  the  quantity  of  pota- 
toes  and  mush. 
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llie  labor  by  cuiitract.  On  the  first  of  December  last, 
there  were  152  males  and  two  females  in  confinement, 
principally  employed  as  weavers  and  slicieraaktrs.* — 
Some  loss  is  sustained  from  the  former,  and  the  profit 
on  the  latter  has  been  but  small.  In  winter  the 
men  continue  to  work  in  their  cells  until  y  o'clock  at 
night,  by  Limps.  Ihe  warden  is  of  opinion  that  the 
net  profits  of  a  prison  in  the  United  States,  conducted 
on  the  plan  of  separate  confinement  will  be  greater  than 
that  resulting  from  a  penitentiary  on  the  principle  of 
joint  labor.  In  his  last  report  he  expresses  his  convic- 
tion that  an  individual  should  not  be  sentenced  for  any 
period  short  of  twoor  even  three  years,  twelve  months 
not  being  sufficient  to  teach  a  trade,  or  to  eradicate  old 
and  fix  new  habits.f 

In  regard  to  the  moral  effects  which  have  hitherto 
resulted  from  the  Eastern  I'enitenliary,  it  is  impossible 
to  adduce  any  strong  evidence.  The  institution  has 
been  only  four  years  in  partial  operation.  It  is  at  all 
times  extremely  difficult  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory  test 
by  which  to  judge  of  the  moral  efficacy  of  a  prison. — 
The  number  of  recommitments  has  been  often  dwelt 
upon  in  relation  to  this  point;  but  although  the  return 
of  an  individual  into  confinement  may  be,  as  it  too  often 
unquestionably  is,  occasioned  by  the  corruption  of  a 
gaol,  the  absence  of  such  recommitments  is  no  proof  of 
the  deterring  or  purifying  effects  of  the  imprisonment. 
Experience  in  England  has  furnished  striking  evidence 
in  support  of  this  tact,  some  of  the  best  prisons  having 
more  recommitments  thanothers.which  are  remarkably 
defective,  owing  to  the  former  being  situated  amidst  a 
dense  popul.ition,  where  the  inducements  to  commit 
crime  are  more  powerful  than  in  agricultural  districts. 
But  proofs  are  stdl  more  abundant  in  America,  in  which 
extraordinary  facilities  exist  for  travelling  to  great  dis- 
tances, and  where  convicts  can,  on  their  liberation.leave 
one  state  with  the  utmost  ease  to  pursue  their  old  ha- 
bits in  another.  In  my  visits  to  the  several  penitentia- 
ries I  constantly  met  with  prisoners  who  bad  been  in- 
mates of  our  gaols,  the  keepers  of  which  were  ignor<.nt 
of  their  reconviction.  Of  45  who  have  been  di-charged 
from  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  two  only  are  known  to 
be  again  in  confinement.  I  am  afraid,  however,  that 
such  statements  prove  but  little.  No  systematic  inqui- 
ries are  made  after  the  discharged;  and  indeed  such  are 
the  migratory  habits  of  convicts  in  a  widely-spread  coun- 
try  like  the  United  btate.s  that  it  is  impossible  to  trace 
a  prisoner  on  his  liberation.  Neither  is  a  diminution  in 
the  nui  iber  of  offences  any  criterion  by  which  to  form 
an  accurate  judgment  on  this  important  point,  as  many 
circumstances  combine  to  produce  or  diminish  crime 
quite  unconnected  with  penal  institutions.  If  crime  be 
on  the  decrease  in  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania, 


Ihe  fact  cannot  be  ascribed  to  the  elTcct  of  the  peniten- 
tiary without  attributing  the  same  results  to  a  bud  as  to 
a  good  prison. 

For  four  years  prior  to  the  erection  of  the  pcniten. 
tiary  there  was  a  diminution  in  the  numbers  annually 
sentenced  to  the  Walnut-street  prison,  a  most  wretched 
place  of  confinement;  while  the  nnml)cr  of  commit- 
ments to  the  Pittsburg  Penitentiary  remained  stationary 
during  the  five  years  in  which  it  was  so  notoriously  de- 
fective, notwithstanding  fhat  a  material  increase  of  po- 
pulation had  (luring  that  period  taken  place  in  the  west- 
ern division  of  the  state. 

Upon  a  careful  review  of  every  part  of  the  Eastern 
Penitentiary,  after  seeing  the  whole  and  examinaing  a 
considerable  number  of  the  individuals  confined  in  it, 
i  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  my  conviction  that  its 
discipline  is  a  safe  and  efficacious  mode  of  prison  man- 
agement; that  it  has  no  unfavorable  effect  upon  the  mind 
or  health;  and  that,  with  the  addition  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious instruction,  in  which  this  penitentiary  is  eminent- 
ly deficient,  solitary  imprisonment,  this  enforced,  may 
be  rendered  powerfully  instrumental  not  only  in  deter- 
ring but  also  in  reclaiming  the  offender.  To  the  met  its 
of  this  penitentiary  I  have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  fa- 
vourable testimony.  In  doing  so,  however,  it  is  but 
light  to  observe,  that  there  is  no  ptculiar  novelty  in  the 
general  features  of  the  plan,  nor  any  just  ground  for 
that  claim  to  originality  which  some  of  its  ad\ocates 
have  been  induced  to  urge.  The  main  principKs  of 
the  system  were  in  force  in  England,  at  the  Gloucester 
Penitentiary,  forty  year'*  ago;  and  whatever  improve- 
ments may  have  been  effected  in  Philadelphia  on  the 
plan  then  pursued,  have  already  been  known  and  prac- 
tised in  this  kingdom.  1  he  Eastern  Penitentiary  is,  in 
fact,  with  some  trifling  difference  in  its  arrangements, 
but  a  counterpart  of  the  Bridewell  at  Glasgow,  a  pri- 
son which  was  in  operation  five  years  before  the  erec- 
tion of  the  prison  in  Philadelphia, 
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Shoemaking, 
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Carpenters, 
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Quilting  bed  covers. 

Apothecary, 
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Without  employment. 

9 

Total, 

154 

fThe  first  year  is  occup 

cdin 

'.caching  the  p 

■isoncr, 

at  a  loss  to  the  state. 


From  the  Advocate- 
ALLEGHENYTOWN. 
In  strolling  over  to  AUeghenytown,  I  was  much  sur- 
prised to  find  the  improvement  of  that  place,  not  hav- 
ing visited  it  for  the  last  eight  years.  Manufactures  of 
every  description  in  active  operation,  and,  to  use  the 
expression  of  mv  good  old  friend  Crockett,  every  branch 
of  business  "going  ahead"  with  alacrity  I  was  struck 
with  astonishment  to  find  a  very  material  improvement 
in  a  machine  used  by  John  Irwin,  Esq.,  in  his  Hope 
Manufactory.  I  have  h.id  the  pleasure  of  witnessing 
many  contrivances  with  the  application  of  steam,  in 
Europe,  and  the  neighborhood  of  our  Atlantic  cities; 
but  the  one  now  in  operation  in  AUeghenytown  far  ex- 
ceeds any  thing  of  the  kind  1  have  seen.  It  is  built  on 
a  decidedly  improved  principle,  such  a  one  as  not  only 
does  honor  to  the  inventor,  who,  by  the  by,  I  am  glad 
to  say  is  an  American,  but  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
looked  upon  in  Europe,  by  the  men  of  great  genius,  as' 
a  discovery  of  the  most  important  character.  AlthougW 
I  minutely  examined  it,and  was  curious  enough  to  inves- 
tigate the  matter  as  minutely  as  is  possible  for  one  who 
has  no  pretension  to  mechanism,  and  yet  I  regret  that  I 
cannot  explain  the  matter  so  fully  as  would  give  any 
conception  to  those  who  never  had  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing it,  but  will  endeavor  to  give  some  of  the  outlines, 
extracted  from  the  page  of  memory.  The  rope  yarns 
are  reeled  upon  bobbins,  placed  in  a  stationary  frame, 
passing  through  an  iron  plate  with  circular  holes,  in- 
creasing in  size,  which  they  term  the  guage  plate,  run- 
ning through  a  cast  iron  tube,  fixing  on  to  spindles  in 
the  liame  of  hooks,  to  a  machine  on  the  rail  read.  The 
power  is  applied  to  this  machine,  from  one  extremity  of 
the  walk  to  the  other,  with  ropes,  which  they  term  an 
endless  bind.  This  band  revolves  round  a  drum,  placed 
at  the  side  of  the  moving  car,  and  by  the  application  of 
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another  band,  which  is  termed  the  ground  rope,  revolv- 
ing around  another  drum,  placed  in  the  centre  of  the 
same  car,  passing  on  to  a  roller,  which  is  placed  at  the 
end  of  the  walk,  on  which  the  guage  plaie  is  fixed. — 
The  steam  power  is  applied  at  the  end  of  the  walk,  on 
which  the  guage  plate  is  fixed.  The  steam  power  is 
applied  at  tlie  extreme  end  of  the  walk,  which  operates 
on  the  drum  placed  on  the  side  of  the  car,  thereby  |:ut- 
ting  the  whole  in  operation.  As  the  car  moves  from 
the  stationary  (rame  towards  the  extreme  end  of  the 
■walk,  the  strands  are  formed,as  they  pass  from  the  bob- 
bin through  the  guage  plate.  The  car,  if  1  mistake  not 
is  for  the  purpose  of  forming  the  strands  of  the  rope  to 
an  equal  size,  when  all  the  yarns,  as  I  noticed,  bore  an 
equal  strain .  When  the  strands  are  sufficiently  long  to 
reach  the  extreme  end  of  the  walk,  they  are  detached 
irom  the  car  on  which  they  are  formed,  and  attached 
to  another  car,  of  a  similar  construction,  with  a  drum 
on  the  side;  but  none  at  the  centre,  as  in  the  former. 
Three  strands  are  attached  to  a  spindle,  stationary, 
which  is  fixed  to  the  breast  work.  When  the  power 
is  applied,  the  car,  being  at  the  extreme  end  of  the 
walk  from  which  the  engine  is  placed,  moves  closer  to 
the  breast  work,  as  the  rope  is  formed  by  the  f 
ing.  A  man  is  placed  with  a  conical  piece  of  wood, 
which  he  moves  along  to  the  machine  as  the  rope  is 
completed.  I  was  informed  that  a  rope,  the  whole 
length  of  the  walk,  can  be  made  from  the  yarn  in  the 
short  space  of  twenty  minutes,  and  wiih  the  manual 
labour  of  one  man  and  a  boy,  when  in  the  other  modes 
of  performing  the  same  work,  it  would  require  ciglit 
hands,  and  take  them  about  one  anda  half  to  two  hours; 
likewise  observe  that  the  rope  presents  a  more  beauti- 
ful appearance,  and  is  much  stronger  than  that  made 
in  the  former  way.  On  inquiring  who  erected  this  im- 
provement, 1  was  informed  that  it  was  Mr.  David  My- 
ers, of  Philadelpliia,  who  is  the  patentee.  Too  much 
praise  cannot  be  bestowed  to  this  gentleman,  for  his 
mgenuity  as  well  as  his  active  exertions,  in  placing 
in  the  xrestern  country  so  valuable  a  construction; 
thereby  giving  us  an  opportunity  of  exchanging  a  little 
mure  of  our  coal  for  the  one  thing  needful. 

A  KENTUCKIAN. 
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Motion  for  a  Rule  on  Zachariah 
Poulson,  Esq.,  Editor  of  the 
Ameiican  Daily  Advertiser.to  1 
shew  cause  why  an  attachment 
should  not  issue  against  him 
for  a  contempt  of  Court,  in 
publishing  the  following  arti- 
cle in  his  paper  of  the  12ih 
ult. 


ini 
ingl 
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Ex  parte  Poulson 
the  case  depend! 
in  the  Circut  Cour 
of  the  U.    S.,  be. 
tween    Drew    and  1 
Swift.  I 

J 


Ubew,  the  CocNTEHFEiTEn  — This  notorious  fellow, 
who  was  arrested  some  time  since  at  Philadelphia,  and 
lightened  of  about  six  thousand  dollars  of  good  money, 
has  rc-cently  had  the  effrontery  to  bring  a  suit  against 
the  Mayor  of  that  city  to  recover  this  amount  of  pro- 
perty. We  believe  that  the  Drews,  father  and  son, 
were  both  arrested,  but  that  the  latter  was  liberated 
upon  turning  State's  evidence,  and  that  he  has  since 
turned  upon  his  heels  and  made  off— another  person 
who  was  to  have  given  testimony  against  Drew,has  de- 
nied his  behef  in  a  future  state  of  being,  and  thus  be- 
come incapacitated  for  testifying.  The  elder  Drew, 
thus  seeing  a  clear  field  before  him,  set  about  recover- 
ing the  §6,000,  and  has  brought  on  witnesses  to  prove 
that  he  was  a  man  of  wealth,  and  that  it  was  no  uncom- 
mon thing  for  him  to  have  such  an  amount  of  pioperiy! 
The  City  Solicitor  of  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Olmstead.came 
down  in  the  last  boat,  and  the  Mayor  of  this  city,  Mr. 
Gilman,  together  with  several  of  our  old  inhabitants, 
have  gone  on  to  Philadelphia  to  give  in  their  testi- 
mony concerning  the  Drews,  who,  we  believe,  origi- 
nated in  these  parts. — Bangor  Whig. 


JtiPGE  Baldwin,  (delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  on  the  above  case.)  The  following  are  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  this  motion  is  made. 

This  action  was  brought  to  the  last  October  Term  of 
this  Court,  and  being  regularly  at  i^sue,  was  ordered 
for  trial  on  the  11th  inst.  when  a  jury  was  sworn,  and 
the  trial  proceeded;  it  was  resumed  on  the  12tli,  wheir 
Mr.  Ingersoll,  counsel  for  the  Plaintiff,  stated  that  he 
had  a  motion  to  submit  to  the  Court,  in  relation  to  a 
publication  which  had  appeared  in  Foulson's  American 
Daily  Adveitiser  of  that  morning. 

Hugh  Grimes  being  sworn,  deposed  that  he  had  pur- 
chased at  the  office  of  Mr.  Poulson,  a  paper  produced 
and  identified,  containing  the  offensive  publication,  ta- 
ken from  a  newspaper  published  at  Bangor,  in  the  state 
of  Maine. 

From  the  evidence  given  on  the  (ri.al  of  the  cause 
thus  far,  it  is  clear  that  the  pubhcation  refers  directly 
to  the  I'laintiff,  and  the  cause  of  action  which  he  has 
submitted  to  the  Court  and  jury,  and  in  a  manner  cal- 
culated to  produce  the  worst  effects  upon  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice,aswellby  the  character  of  thepaper,in 
which  it  appears,  as  the  nature  of  the  remarks  upon 
Ihe  Plaintiff,  his  cause  now  trying,  and  the  witne.sses 
who  appear  in  his  behalf. 

In  the  present  stage  of  the  cause,  it  would  be  im- 
proper for  the  Court  to  express  any  opinion,  as  to  the 
truth  or  falsehood  of  the  matter  contained  in  the  publi- 
cation: that  must  be  reserved,  till  all  the  evidence  is 
heard  and  commented  on- by  counsel,  when  it  will  be 
ascertained  w  hat  are  the  facts  of  the  case.  These  con- 
siderations can  have  no  bearing  upon  the  present  ap- 
plication, against  a  person  who  is  no  party  to  the  suit, 
and  cannot  be  the  subject  of  comment,  without  run- 
ning the  risk  of  pre-jud'ging  the  rights  of  the  contend- 
ing parties.  It  is  however,  not  only  a  duty  to  them, 
but  to  the  public,  to  express  the  strongest  disappro- 
bation, ofany  out  door  interference  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice;  be  it  in  whatever  mode  it  m.ay,  it  can- 
not fail  to  embarrass  or  obstruct,  if  not  defeat  the  regu- 
lar course  of  judicial  proceedings. 

The  supreme  law  of  the  land,  has  secured  to  every 
man  a  right  of  appealing  to  the  law  for  the  redress  of 
any  injury,  of  which  he  complains;  has  appointed  Irl- 
banals  to  hear  and  determine  upon  their  justice,  and 
prescribed  the  moHes  of  proceeding  according  to  est:'- 
blished  rules  of  evidence  and  principles  of  law.  The 
laws  will  have  been  enacted  in  vain.  Courts  of  justice- 
will  become  useless,  and  suitors  be  deprived  of  the  ben- 
efits of  resorting  to  them  for  redress,  if  it  sh.ill  be  their 
common  fate,  to  be  obliged  to  encounter  the  effect  of 
publications  of  a  description  now  before  us,  on  the 
merits  of  their  cause. 

It  is  headed,  "  Drew,  the  counterfeiter."  "This no- 
torious fellow,"  "  has  h.ad  the  effrontery  to  bring  a 
suit,"  &c.  and  the  language  of  the  article  is  of  a  con- 
sistent character  throughout;  it  cannot  be  too  much 
reprobated,  or  the  evil  example  too  much  feared,  when 
it  is  suffered  to  appear  in  a  paper  highly  respectable, 

conducted  by  a  most  estimable   member  of  society 

Nor  can  any  friend  to  the  due  administration  of  the  law, 
and  justice  to  the  suitors  in  its  Courts,  look  on  the 
prevalence  of  such  a  practice,  without  the  deepest  re- 
gret; every  good  citizen  should  make  the  case  his  own, 
by  supposing  himself  a  plaintiff  in  a  suit  on  trial  by  a 
jury,  many  if  not  all  of  whom  have  read  a  similar  allu- 
sion to  himself  and  case.  lie  could  appreciate  the 
consequences,and  decide  whether  it  was  such  an  inter- 
ference with  the  cause  of  justice,  as  to  require  the  in- 
terposition of  the  law  for  its  prevention  and  punishmeKt. 
What  has  been  the  fate  of  Mr.  Drew,  may  be  the  fate 
of  all  other  suiters;  causes  on  trial  in  Court  may  be  sim- 
ultaneously tried  in  the  public  papers;  the  one  con- 
ducted by  established  rules,  evidence  received  only  on 
oath,  and  the  law  applied  by  a  responsible  tribunal, 
the  jury  bound  to  listen  in  Court,  only  to  the  evidence. 
1  the  counsel  and  the  law;  but  out  of  Court,  at  liberty  to 
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hear  and  read  statements,  respectinp  the  case,  made 
without  regard  to  either.  It  would  be  but  one  short 
step  more  to  take,  and  jurors  would  be  tampered 
with  at  pleasure,  when  not  in  the  box,  and  be  liable  to 
be  assailed  by  any  person  who  might  please  to  attempt 
to  benefit,  or  prejudice  a  suitor.  The  moral  ofi'ence, 
or  the  pernicious  efl'ects,  would  be  but  little  aggravat- 
ed if  done  in  open  Court,  or  when  the  jury  are  delib- 
erating on  their  verdict;  let  it  be  done  there,  or  in  the 
public  papers,  it  is  a  violation  of  the  legal  and  consti- 
tutional rights  of  those  who  appeal  to  tlie  law  for  re- 
dress. 

From  its  nature,  it  is  necessary  that  the  means  of 
prevention  should  be  prompt  and  summary,  or  the  mis- 
chief will  become  consummated  by  delaying  a  remedy, 
which  must  be  nought  in  the  usual  forms  of  law;  that 
which  is  now  asked  is  of  this  description,  and  the  inju- 
ry complained  of  is  the  most  aggravated  kind,  though 
tlie  cause  of  the  re-publ  cation  be  inadvertence,  or  the 
unconsciousness  of  its  impropriety.  That  is  no  mat- 
ter of  consideration  in  the  present  stage  of  this  mo- 
tion. The  first  inquiry,  is  into  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Court  to  issue  a  i  attachment  for  contempt,  for  a  pub- 
hcation  relating  tea  suit  on  trial,  or  in  any  way  pend- 
ing before  it. 

On  the  2d  March,  1831,  Congress  passed  "An  act 
declaratory  of  the  law  conceining  contempt  of  Court," 
the  first  section  of  which  enacts  "  That  the  power  of 
tlie  severiil  Courts  of  the  United  States,  to  issue  at- 
tachments, and  inflict  summ.ary  punishment,  for  con- 
ten  pis  of  Court,  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to 
any  cases  except  misbehaviour  of  any  person  or  persons 
in  the  presence  of  the  said  Courts,  or  so  near  thereto 
as  to  obstruct  the  administr.ation  ot  justice,  the  misbe- 
haviour of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  said  Courts  in  their 
official  transactions,  and  the  disobedience  or  resistance 
by  any  officer  of  the  said  Courts,  party,  juror,  witness, 
or  any  other  person  or  persons,  to  any  lawful  writ,  pro- 
cess, order,  rule,  decree,  or  command,  of  the  said 
Courts."     Pamphlet  1831.  99. 

The  history  of  this  act,  the  time  of  its  passage,  its 
title  and  provisions  must  be  considered  together,  in  or- 
der to  ascertain  its  meaning  and  true  construction.  It 
was  enacted  shortly  after  the  acquittal  of  Judge  Peck 
of  Missouri,  on  an  impeachment  preferred  against  him 
for  issuing  an  attachment  against  a  member  of  the  bar, 
for  making  a  publication  in  relation  to  a  suit  which 
•  had  been  decided  by  that  .ludge.  On  the  trial,  the 
law  of  contempt  was  elaborately  examined  by  the  learn- 
ed Managers  of  the  House  of  Kepresentatives,  and  the 
counsel  for  the  Judge;  it  was  not  controverted  that  all 
Courts  had  power  to  attach  any  person,  who  should 
make  a  publication  concerning  a  cause  during  its  per\- 
dency,  and  all  admitted  its  illegality,  when  done  while 
the  cause  was  actually  on  trial.  It  had  too  often  been 
exeiciicd  to  entertain  the  slightest  doubt,  that  the 
Courts  had  power  both  by  the  common  law,  and  the  ex- 
press terms  of  the  judiciary  act.  Sect.  17.  as  declared 
by  the  Supreme  Court,  to  protect  their  suitoi-s  by  the 
process  of  attachment. 

With  this  distinct  knowledge  and  recognition  of  the 
existing  law,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject was  within  the  view  of  the  legislature;  nor  that 
they  acted  most  advisedly  on  the  law  of  contempts,  in- 
tending to  define  in  what  cases,  the  summary  power 
of  the  Coui-ts  should  be  exercised,  and  to  confine  it  to 
the  specified  cases. 

From  the  title  and  phraseology  of  the  act,  rt  would 
seem  to  have  been  their  intention  to  declare,  that  it 
never  existed  in  any  other  cases  than  those  enumerated, 
— it  is  "A  declaratory  act"  which  is  a  dedai-ation  of 
what  the  law  "was,  is,  and  shall  be  hereafter  taken," 
when  put  into  the  form  usual  in  statutes,  which  operate 
to  settle  the  law  retrospectively.  These  words  are  not  in 
this  law,  but  thei-e  jsan  expression  which  is  tantamorrnt 
— "the  power  of  the  several  Courts,  &c.  shall  not  he 
construed  to  extend,"  &c.  which  refers  to  the  past,  the 


present,  and  the  future,  as  a  proviso  or  limitation  to 
powers  of  the  Courts,  from  whatever  source  derived 
repudiating  their  summary  action,  as  cfTcctually  as  if 
they  had  never  been  auihor'l/.cd. 

As  this  is  an  inferior  Court,  within  the  provision  of 
the  constitution,  it  is  created  by  the  laws,  with  such 
powers  only  as  Congress  has  deemed  it  proper  to  con- 
fer, among  which  is  this,  "and  to  punish  by  fine  or  im- 
prisonment at  the  discretion  of  s.aid  Courts,  all  con- 
tempts of  authority  in  any  cause,  or  hearing  before  the 
same."     1.  Laws  U-  S.  63,  act  of  1789. 

■Jhe  act  of  1S31  must  be  taken  to  be  the  declared 
construction  of  this,  and  all  other  laws,  limiting  its  ope- 
ration in  the  manner  prescribed,  and  as  generally  con- 
sidered. Congress  is  to  this  Court  what  the  constitution 
is  to  the  Supi-eme  Court,  their  acts  must  be  construed 
on  the  same  principles  and  operate  as  constitutional 
amendments  which  is  to  give  such  construction  to  the 
original  act,  as  if  the  jurisdiction  had  never  been 
given. 

I  he  third  article  of  the  constitution,  extends  the  ju- 
dicial power  to  controversies  between  a  state  and  citi- 
zens of  other  states,  a  state  and  foreign  states,  citizens 
or  subjects;  suits  of  this  description  were  brought  and 
sustained  till  the  adoption  of  the  eleventh  amendment, 
which  declared,  that  "The  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend,"  to  such  cases. 
This  was  held  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  have  a  retro- 
spective efFect.annulling  all  jurisdiction  over  such  cases 
past,  present,  or  futur-e.  3  Dall.  382,  6.  Wh.  405.  8. 
9.  Wh.  850.  8. 

The  same  eflTect  must  be  given  to  this  act,  .<;o  as  In 
make  it  what  it  evidently  intended  to  be,  a  prohibition 
of  the  exercise  of  summary  jurisdiction  over  contempts, 
excepting  only  such  cases  as  are  defined;  irr  its  prospec- 
tive oper-ation,  its  terms  are  peremptory,  admitting  of 
no  construciion,  which  can  bring  the  present  applica- 
tion within  the  exception,  without  doing  violence  to  its 
plain  meaning. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  constructional  power 
of  Congress,  to  act  upon  this  subject,  as  far  as  respects 
own  Courts;  it  is  no  invasion  of  the  rights  of  a  suitor  to 
bring  or  defend  a  suit,  or  in  any  way  affect  his  legal 
r-emedy,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  justice.  It  is  in  the 
discretion  of  the  legislative  power,to  confer  upon  Couris 
a  summary  jirsrisdiction  to  protect  thi-ir  suitoi-s,  or  itself, 
by  summary  process,  or  to  deny  it;  it  has  been  thought 
proper  to  do  the  latter,  in  langrrage  too  plain  to  doirbt 
of  the  meaning  of  the  law,  or  if  it  could  be  doubted  by 
any  ordinary  rule  of  construction,  the  occasion  and  cir-- 
cirmstances  of  its  enactment,  would  most  effectually 
remove  tliem. 

It  would  ill  become  any  Coui't  of  the  United  Stales, 
to  make  a  struggle  to  retain  any  summary  power',  the 
exercise  of  which  is  manifestly  contr-ary  to  the  declared 
will  of  the  legislative  power;  it  is  not  like  a  casc,whcre 
the  right  of  property,  or  personal  liberty,  is  intended 
to  be  effected  by  a  law,  which  the  Court  would  construe 
very  strictly  to  save  a  right,  granted  or  secured  by  any 
former  law.'  Neither  is  it  proper  to  arraign  the  wisdom, 
or  justlre  of  a  law,  to  which  a  Court  is  bound  to  sub- 
mit, nor  to  make  an  effort  to  mnve  in  relation  to  a  mat- 
ter,  when  there  is  an  insuperable,  bar  to  any  eflicitnt 
action. 

The  law  pi'ohibifs  the  issuii'g  of  an  attachment,  ex- 
cept in  certain  case,  of  which  the  present  is  not  one^  it 
would,  therefore,  be  not  only  utterly  useless,  but  place 
the  Court  in  a  position  beneath  contempt,  to  grant  a 
rule  to  shew  cairse,  w  by  an  attachment  should  not  issue, 
when  an  exhibition  of  the  act  of  1831,  would  shew  most 
conclusive  cause.  The  Court  is  dis.armed,  in  relation 
to  the  press,  it  can  neirher  protect  itself,  or  its  suitors, 
libels  may  be  published  upon  either  without  stint,  the 
merits  of  a  cause  depending  for  trial,  or  judgment, 
may  be  discussed  at  pleasure,  any  thing  may  be  said  to 
jurors  thr-ough  the  pi-ess,  the  most  wilful  misrepr-esenta- 
trons,  made  of  judrcial  prcccedings,  and  any  Improper 
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mode  of  influencing  the  decisions  of  causes  by  out  of 
door  influence,  practiced  with  impunity. 

The  second  section  of  the  same  law  provides,  "that 
if  any  person  or  persons  shall  corruptly,  or  by  threats, 
or  force,  endeavor  to  influence,  intimidate  or  impede 
any  juror,  witness  or  ofiicer  in  any  Court  of  the  Uniled 
States  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  or  shall  corruptly, 
or  by  threat,  or  force,  obstruct  or  impede,  or  endeavor 
to  obstruct  or  impede,  the  due  administration  of  justice 
therein,  every  person  or  persons  so  ofl^ending  shall  be 
liable  to  prosecution  therefor,  by  indictment,"  ike- 

This  provision,  is  in  further  confirmation  of  the  view 
taken  of  the  first  section,  it  is  a  clear  indication  of  the 
meaning  of  the  law,  that  the  misbehavior  which  may 
still  be  punished  in  a  summary  manner,  does  not  refer 
to  those  acts  which  subject  a  party  to  an  indictment,  to 
construe  it  otherwise,  would  be  to  authorize  accumu- 
lative punishment,  for  the  same  offence. 

Taking  the  two  sections  in  connection,  the  law  admits 
of  only  one  construction ;  the  first  alludes  to  that  kind  of 
misbehavior,  which  is  calculated  to  disturb  the  order 
of  the  Court,  such  as  noise,  tumultuous.or  disorderly  be- 
havior, either  in,  or  so  near  to  it,  as  to  prevent  its  pro- 
ceeding in  the  orderly  despatch  of  its  business.  Not 
to  any  attempt  to  influence,  intimidate,  or  impede,  a 
juror,  witness,  or  oflScer,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in 
any  other  manner  whatever. 

"The  obstruction  of  the  administration  of  justice"  in 
the  first  section  refers  to  that  kind  of  behavior  which 
actually  disturbs  the  Court  in  the  exercise  of  its  func- 
tions while  sitting;  "ihe  obstructing  and  impeding  the 
administration  of  justice  or  the  endeavor  to  do  so,  in  the 
second  refers  to  some  act  of  corruption,  to  some  force, 
or  threat,  by  which  it  is  done,  or  attempted  to  be  done. 

The  endeavor  to  influence,  intimidate,  or  impede,  a 
witness,  juror,  or  oflicer,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty, 
is  not  punishable  unless  it  is  done  corruptly,  by  force 
or  threats;  if  done  in  any  other  manner,the  law  is  silent, 
and  this  being  a  penal  section,  its  provisions  must  be 
confined  to  the  special  cases,  to  which  it  extends. —  j 
5.  Wh.94.  5. 

With  this  limitation  on  the  summary  jurisdiction  of 
the  Court,  and  the  want  of  any  legal  provision,  making 
it  cognizable  by  indictment,  we  cannot  say  that  the  pub- 
lication which  is  the  ground  of  this  motion,  or  any 
other,  is  or  can  be  any  disturbance  of  Ihe  business  of 
the  Court;  the  action  of  the  press  is  noiseless,  produc- 
ing the  same  effects,  far  or  near,  it  matters  not. 

The  business  of  the  Court  is  not  interrupted.  Judges 
and  jurors  can  perform  their  functions  on  the  bench, 
andinthebox,by  confining  their  attention  to  the  law  and 
evidence;  disorder  may  be  repressed  in  their  presence, 
or  hearing  in  a  summary  manner,  but  after  an  adjourn- 
ment, no  attachment  can  be  issued  for  any  thing  done 
out  of  Court,  during  the  intermission  of  its  actual  ses- 
sion. 

Nor  can  any  publication,  which  holds  out  no  cor- 
rupt motive,  to  influence  a  juror,  witness,  or  officer, 
or  uses  any  threats  to  influence,  intimidate,  or  impede 
him  in  his  duty,  be  the  subject  of  an  indictment,  con- 
sistently with  this  law;  the  press  is  free,  if  not  set  to 
work,  in  the  presence  of  tlie  Court,  or  so  near  as  to 
interrupt  its  business.  The  law  does  not  prohibit  any 
endeavor,  made  to  influence,  or  intimidate,  a  juror  or 
witness,  if  corruption,  force,  or  threat.^,  are  avoided; 
papers  may  be  put  into  their  pockets,  conversation 
held  with  them,  newspapers  put  into  their  hands,  or 
statements  made  in  relation  to  any  matter  in  issue 
while  they  are  actually  impannelled.  The  Court  may 
regret,  and  censure  the  practice, 'and  perhaps  admon- 
ish the  party,  who  thus  tampers  with  a  juror  or  witness; 
but  can  neither  punish  tlie  offence,  orprevent  its  repe- 
tition. The  law  has  tied  their  hands;  the  judges  must 
be  passive,  it  is  not  for  them  to  be  the  first,  to  set  the 
example  of  disobedience  to  the  law,  or  attempt  to 
evade  plain  enactments,  most  especially,  not  by  the 
exercise  of  a  forbidden  jurisdiction- 


These  are  all  the  powers  with  which  Congress  have 
entrusted  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  in  insuring 
the  fair  administration  of  the  laws  by  protecting  them- 
selves, jurors,  witnesses  and  o'Hcers,  from  any  impro- 
per interference  with  their  respective  duties,  either  by 
attachment  or  indictment. 

For  the  protection  of  parties,  for  their  security  of  a 
fair  and  impartial  trial,  and  decision  of  their  case,  on 
the  evidence  and  law  which  apply  to  it;  to  defend 
them  against  the  efforts  of  the  press,  or  of  individuals, 
to  excite  a  prrjudice  in  the  minds  of  a  jury,  to  induce 
them  to  find  a  verdict  on  out  of  door  statements,  or 
other  means  of  perverting  their  judgments,  no  legal 
check  is  interposed.  It  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
conductors  of  public  journals,  and  all  others,  to  take 
whatever  course  their  sense  of  public  justice  requires;  to 
decide  what  is  proper  for  jurors  to  hear  and  see,  as 
guides  to  their  verdict,  whether  it  is  the  truth,  or 
false,  the  effects  of  malice,  prejudice,  or  from  an  ex- 
cusible  motive.  Before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1831, 
there  was  an  acknowledged  power  resting  in  the  sound, 
legal  discretion  of  the  Court  to  be  exercised  whh  cau- 
tion, and  from  its  nature  attended  with  the  highest 
responsibility  of  the  judges,  which  did  authorize  them 
by  the  process  of  attachment,  to  prevent  and  punish 
the  publication  of  articles  like  the  one  before  us,  and 
in  this  case  it  would  have  been  the  imperious  duty  of 
this  Court,  to  have  brought  their  powers  into  action, 
by  granting  this  rule,  if  the  Legislative  power  had  not 
taken  it  away;  how  far  it  would  have  been  proper  to 
exercise  them,  woidd  have  depended  on  the  cause 
shown  on  the  rule,  it  was  a  clear  prima  case  for  some 
interference.  But  as  Congress  has  deemed  such  a  pow- 
er, too  dangerous  to  be  entrusted  to  the  discretion  of 
judges  on  a  motion,  or  of  a  Court  and  jury  on  an  in- 
dictment, and  have  not  thought  it  expedient  to  give  a 
remedy  to  a  party  who  has  been  injured  by  a  publica- 
tion, by  authorizing  him  to  bring  a  suit  against  the  pub- 
lisher for  damages,  we  have  no  cognizance  of  the  mat- 
ter. The  means  of  redress  which  had  before  existed, 
have  been  taken  away  without  the  substitution  of  any 
other;  the  law  has  left  the  propriety  of  such  publica- 
tions, to  the  discretion  of  the  editors  of  public  papers, 
after  long  experience  of  the  effects  of  leaving  it  to  the 
discretion  of  Courts,  who  .issumed  high  responsibilities 
in  its  exercise,  while  none  is  imposed  on  those  in  whose 
breasts  it  now  rests.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Court,  to 
give  the  law  its  full  operation;  it  lias  been  enacted  de- 
liberately, with  full  knowledge  not  only  of  the  course 
of  the  common  law,  the  act  of  1789,  but  of  the  statute 
law  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  same  subject,  passed  in 
1809,  which  gives  the  injured  party  a  double  remedy 
for  any  injury  complained  of  in  a  case  like  this.  After 
taking  from  the  Courts  of  the  State  the  power  to  pun- 
ish for  contempts,  except  in  certain  cases,  the  law  de- 
clares, that  no  publications  out  of  Court,  concerning 
any  cause  depending  therein  shall  be  construed  into  a 
contempt,  &c.  "but  if  such  publication  shall  improper- 
ly tend  to  bias  the  minds  of  the  public,  the  Court,  the 
officers,  jurors,  witnesses,  or  any  of  them,  on  a  ques- 
tion pending  before  the  Court,  every  person  feeling 
himself  aggrieved  by  such  publication,  shall  be  at 
liberty  either  to  proceed  by  indictment,  or  to  bring  an 
action  at  law,  against  the  author,  prnter,  publisher,  or 
either  of  them,  and  recover  thereupon  such  damages 
as  a  jury  may  think  fit  to  aw.ird. "  5  Smith  55. 

Thus  it  appears,  that  while  suitors  in  the  State 
Courts,  can  be  protected  against  publications  like  this, 
they  are  without  protection  in  the  federal  Courts;  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  deem  it  both  an  indictable 
and  an  actionable  offence;  the  Legislature  of  the  Union 
deem  it  neiihera  contempt  of  the  law,  of  the  Court, 
an  offence  to  the  public,  or  an  injury  to  a  party.  The 
rule  must  be  refused,  but  it  is  hoped  that  an  appeal  to 
the  sense  of  justice,  the  miignanimity  of  the  press,  to 
abstain  from  any  publication  which  shall  improperly 
tend  to  bias  the   minds  of  the  public,  the  Court,  the 
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officers,  jurors,  or  witnesses,  in  any  cause  wliile  aclual- 
ly  under  trial  before  a  jury  in  this  Court  may  not  be  in 
vain.  Its  conductors  should  remember,  that  suitors 
stand  unarmed,  and  defenceless  before  lliem;  that  the 
hands  of  the  Court  are  manackled,  that  the  law  of 
1831  has  placed  no  arbiter  between  an  editor,  and  a 
party  to  a  trial,  whose  life,  character,  liberty,  or  pro- 
perty  may  be  put  in  jeopardy,  by  the  influence  of  the 
press.  The  law  has  taken  from  him  the  shield,  and 
from  the  Court  the  sword,  both  must  be  submissive 
under  the  inflictions  of  the  press,  be  they  just  or  un- 
just; if  it  is  conducted  in  the  spirit  of  chivalry,  and 
must  be  employed  on  cases  depending'  in  the  Courts, 
let  it  be  on  suitors  in  State  Courts,  who  can  meet 
them  in  the  panoply  of  the  law,  not  on  those  who  are 
helpless  in  this.  It  is  neither  manly  or  generous,  to  as- 
sail those  who  can  make  no  resistance,  or  inflict  an  in- 
jury for  which  the  sufferer  is  left  without  a  remedy. 


MILITARY. 

We  annex  the  official  report  of  the  results  of  the  re- 
cent election  for  Brigadier  General,  and  other  officers 
of  the  First  Brigade.  It  will  be  perceived  that  Major 
Peter  Fritz  has  been  elected  Brigadier  General.  It  is 
said  the  election  will  be  contested,  on  what  grounds  we 
are  unable  to  say — Inquirer. 

FIRST  BRIGADE. 

OflRcial  return  of  an  election  for    Brigadier  General 
Brigade  Inspecior,  and  for  Field  Officers  of  the  several 
Regiments  and  corps   of  the  first  Brigade,  First  Di 
ion,  Pennsjlvania  Militia,  held  June  1st,  1835,  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Brigadier  General— Major  Peter  Fritz. 

Brigade  Inspector— Major  Daniel  Sharp. 
Ninth  Regiment,  P.  M. 

Colonel — Thomas  Logan. 

Lieut.  Colonel— Ed.  K.  Badger. 

Major  1st  Battalion — H.  liisborough. 

Major  2d  Battalion — Adam  Shivers. 

Nineteenth  Regiment,  P.  M. 

Colonel — Horace  G.  Browne. 

Lieut.  Colonel — James  Fidgeon. 

Major  1st  Battalion— J.  P.  Barker. 

Major  2d  Battalion — J.  Fagan. 

Seventy-Second  Regiment,  P.  M. 
Colonel — James  Sloane. 
Lieut.  Colonel — Adam  Dialogue. 
Major  1st  Battalion- Wm.  Chrystler- 
Major  2d  Battalion— Thomas  Black. 

Seventy-fourth  Regiment,  P.  M. 


Colonel — David  1 


impson. 


Lieut.  Colonel— Wm.  Hartman. 
Major  1st  Battalion — George  Troth. 
Major  2d  Battalion— Charles  Hesser. 

Eighty-first  Regiment,  P.  M. 
Colonel — Stephen  D.  Hurst. 
Lieut.  Colonel— Thomas  B.  Florence. 
Major  1st  Battalion— Caspar  Moffat. 
Major  2d  Battalion— George  Clause. 

Ninety-sixth  Regiment,  P.  M. 
Colonel — Wm.   Markward. 
Lieut.  Colonel— Christian  Byer. 
Major  1st  Battalion— Wm.  Davis. 
Major  2d  Battalion— Samuel  Miller. 

102d  i?e77i!nj«i/— Volunteers. 
Colonel — Joseph  Murray. 
Lieut.  Colonel- Thomas  Keohler. 
Major  1st  Batalion— Joseph  Aken. 
Major  2d  Battalion- James  Gay. 


108M  «egim«i<— Volunteer*. 
Colonel — James  Page. 
Lieut.  Colonel— W.  C.  Patterson. 
M.ajor  1st  Battalion— Wm.  W.  Weeks. 
Major  2d  Battalion— C.  Morgan. 

128/A  -fffgifflcu/— Volunteers. 
Colonel— John  G.  Watmouth. 
Lieut.  Colonel — John  P.  Binns. 
Major  1st  Battalion— Byerly  G.  Cox. 
Major  2d  Battalion— Adam  Woclper. 

Regiment  of  .'Irtilleri/. 
Colonel— A.  J.  Plcasonton. 
Lieut.  Cclonel-John  K.  Murphy. 
M.ajor  let  Battalion — George  Bumm. 
Major  2d  Battalion- Frederick  Fritz. 

PniiAnsLpHiA  City,  June  511),  1835 
The  subscribers  having,  agreeably  to  law,  opened 
and  examined  tlie  returns  of  voles  given  at  the  severa 
elections,  held  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  A.  D  1835  for 
Brigadier  General,  Brigade  Inspector,  and  Field  Offi- 
cers ot  the  different  Regiments,  composing-  the  First 
Brigade,  First  Division  Pennsylvania  Militia,  do  hereby 
certify,  that  the  above  is  a  correct  return  of  all  the  offi 
cers  elected  in  said  Brigade,the  subscribers  having  been 
first  duly  qualified  according  to  the  Act  of  Assemlilv 
Attest—  MICHAEL  W.   ASH, 

Alderman. 
DANIEL  SHARP, 

Brigade  Inspector. 
W.   P.  SMITH, 

Citizen. 

RAIL  ROAD  ACCIDENT. 

We  learn  from  the  news  books  of  Mr.  Potts,  that  as 
one  of  the  cars  attached  to  the  "  People's  Line  '"on 
the  Columbia  iload,  was  yesterday  morning  descend- 
ing the  inclined  plane,  the  bolt  which  prevents  the 
wheels  trom  running,  came  out  of  the  break,  when 
the  car  descended  with  such  rapidity  and  violence,  that 
It  was  dashed  to  pieces.  The  agent,  Mr.  Beattv  a 
young  man,  was  holding  the  break  on  the  car,  when 
he  was  violently  thrown  under,  and  mangled  in  so 
shocking  a  manner,  that  no  hopes  can  be  entertained  of 
Ins  recovery.  He  was  taken  up  insensible,  and  carried 
to  the  Third  Street  hall,  where  he  now  remains. 

Fortunately  the  passengers  had  got  out  of  the  car 
before  it  began  to  descend,  and  walked  down,  thereby 
preventing  a  much  more  melancholy  occurrence.— /n- 

Srawberries  were  sold  in  our  Markets  yesterdav 
(10th)  at  12J  cents  per  (\uviVl.— Inquirer.  '  ' 

VALUABLE  PROPERTY. 

A  very  valuable  property  was  sold  at  the  Merchants' 
Exchange,  last  evening,  (10th.)  We  allude  to  the  lot 
of  ground  situate  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Walnut 
and  Sixth  streets,  and  at  present  occupied  by  the  Wal- 
nut Street  Prison  and  Prune  Street  apartment. 

It  contains  in  front  on  Walnut  street  199  feet,  and 
extends  in  depth  on  east  side  of  Sixth  st.opposife  Wash- 
ington Square,  423  feet  to  Prune  street,  upon  which  it 
has  a  front  of  199  feet,  to  be  subject  to  a  street  27 
feet  wide,  called  Adelplii  street,  to  be  laid  out  at  the 
distance  of  220  feet  south  of  Walnut  street.  It  was 
sold  for  8219,099- or  at  the  rale  of  $1,101  per  foot- 
John  Moss,  Esq.  was  the  purchaser. — Inquirer. 

Crops.- During  the  past  week  or  two,  a  number  of 
Wheat,  Rye,  and  Grass  stalks,  of  a  large  growth,  was 
left  with  us  for  inspection.  Among  the  rest,  a  stalk  of 
rye  which  grew  upon  the  premises  of  Mr  Jesse  Bocklus, 
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measured  the  unusual  length  of  eight  feet  lacking  half 
an  inch,  and  othei-s  from  the  farms  of  Mr.  Green  and 
Mr.  Botton,  all  of  tliis  town,  reached  nearly  seven  feet 
in  length.  A  stalk  of  clover,  from  Mr.Bolton's  farm,  mea- 
sured three  feet,  which  is  but  a  fair  specimen  of  a  field 
of  sevecA  acres.  Every  day  seems  to  a^d  fresh  health 
and  vigor  to  the  crops,  and  we  are  gratified  to  be  in- 
formed that  their  appearance  in  general,  is  quite  en- 
couraging.— Germanlown  Telegraph. 


COATESVILLE. 

This  village  is  situated  on  the  Lancaster  turnpike,  13^ 
miles  from  West  Chester,  and  30  from  Philadelphia.— 
It  is  in  the  Great  Valley,  one  of  the  most  fertile  vallies 
in  Pennsylvania.  It  contains  from  thirty  to  forty  or  fifty 
houses— among  which  are  thiee  taverns,  one  of  which 
is  conducted  on  Temperance  principles — several  stores 

a  Presbyterian  Church,  a  school   house,    &c.     The 

town  has  an  air  of  business,  and  like  most  of  our  coun- 
try villages,  its  inhabitants  are  generally  mechanics,  ac- 
tive and  industrious. 

CoatesviUe  possesses  an  unusually  picturesque  and 
pleasing  situation.  The  Valley  Hill,  bounding  the  view 
is  on  its  north  side,  and  another  high  hill  rises  one  or 
two  hundred  yards  on  the  south.  The  Pennsylvania 
Rail  Koad,  for  a  considerable  distance,  is  in  full  view; 
and  a  magnificent  bridge  is  erected  .at  this  place  over 
the  waters  of  the  Brandy  wine,  towering  above  80  feet 
in  the  air,  stretching  across  a  chasm  five  or  six  hundred 
feet  wide. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  rail  road  a  new  spirit  of 
enterprise  has  aiisen,  which  promises  almost  to  double 
the  size  of  the  place.  At  the  junction  of  the  rail  road 
and  the  turnpike,  a  few  rods  west  of  the  old  town,  a 
number  of  building  lots  have  been  sold  at  high  prices 
by  Mr.  James  Yearsley,  and  two  dwellings,  a  large  ta- 
vern house,  a  store  and  smith  shop,  are  rapidly  ap- 
proaching completion.  Other  buildings  are  conlem- 
pKated  in  the  spring,  a  new  tan  and  bark  Imuse  is  now 
being-built,  an  I  two  cellars  for  dwelling  iionses  are  al- 
ready finished.  We  must  not  omit  lo  mention,  among 
the  improvements,  a  depot  lately  erected  on  the  rail  road 
by  our  Ciiend,  Mr.  Benjamin  Miller,  and  a  contemplat- 
ed brand)  rail  ruad  lo  L,uken's  rolling  mill,  a  few  rods 
south  of  the  village. 

On  a  short  visit,  last  week,  we  were  struck  with  sur- 
prise at  the  numerous  improvements.  Coalesville  is 
one  of  the  oldest  towns  in  the  county — and  derived  its 
name  from  Moses  Coates,  formerly  a  landholder.  We 
were  told  by  an  elderly  citizen  of  the  neighborhood, 
that  upwards  of  30  years  ago  it  consisted  of  only  one  or 
two  houses,  a  smith  shop,  a  store  and  a  tavern. 

Returning,  our  course  to  West  Chester  was  over  the 
hill  on  the  south  side  of  the  village.  It  is  not  without 
somelabor  you  gain  the  top,  but  when  there  the  beautiful 
scenery  amply  compensatesthelover  of  the  picturesque. 
The  name  of  the  hill  we  could  not  ascertain;  but  it  un- 
doubtedly aflTords  one  of  the  handsomest  prospects  in 
Chester  county.  On  the  south,  the  spectator  has  before 
him  a  small  valley,  completely  surrounded  by  high  hills: 
in  the  valley  are  two  or  three  large  farm  houses,  and 
Mode's  Paper  mill;  along  the  southern  side  flows  the 
Brandy  wine,  the  course  of  which  is  distinctly  mai'ked  by 
the  green  cedars  and  pines  which  grow  upon  its  banks. 
On  the  north,  the  town  of  C".atesville  affords  a  delight- 
ful view — apparently  situated  under  the  high  bridge, 
which  towers  far  above  the  house  tops. 

From  CoatesviUe,  the  usual  route  to  West  Chester  is 
by  Romansville  and  Marshalton.  The  former  place  is 
popularly  known  as  "Kildier  Hill,"  and  the  latter  as  the 
"Centre  House."  Having  fallen  in  with  a  respectable 
farmer  of  the  neighborhood  of  Romansville,  we  ac- 
quired quite  a  knowledge  of  its  local  history.     Though 


its  soil  is  now  rapidly  improving,  it  appears  that  years 
back  it  was  so  barren,  it  obtained  the  cognomen  of 
"  Kildier  Hill,"  which  is  perpetuated  to  this  day — af- 
ter the  adage  which  is  frequently  used  in  common  par- 
lance, that  such  a  country  "  is  too  poor  to  keep  a  kil- 
dier." Whatever  truth  belonged  to  the  observation 
some  time  ago,  its  cause  is  now  vanishing,  for  there- 
abouts are  now  many  excellent  farms  and  good  agri- 
culturalists.—  Fitlage  Record. 

Kittanning,  .irmstrong  Ci/.  Pa.  June  3. 
Sheep. — A  fine  flock  of  merino  stock  sheep,  of  near- 
ly 500  head,  belonging  lo  Mr.  Samuel  Palterson,  of 
Washington  county,  passed  through  this  place  yester- 
day, on  their  way  to  Wayne  township.  They  are 
really  an  acquisition. 

WOOL. 

The  Washington  (Pa.)  Reporter  of  the  2d  inst.  says, 
"  Lots  of  wool,  grading  between  7-8lhs  and  full  blood, 
have  been  sold  during  the  past  week  at  56  cents  per 
lb.  The  prices  now  offered  range  from  33  to  60  cents. 
At  the  vendue  of  James  Gilmore,  Esq.  deceased,  the 
wool  sold  at  57  cents  per  lb.  the  grade  being  between 
7-Sths  and  full  blood,  and  the  sheep  as  follows — 
weathers  §1  50  per  head;  weathers  and  ewes  go  50; 
ewes  with   lambs  g5." 


Wool, The  following  article  from  the  Commercial 

List  and  Philadelphia  Price  Current,  of  Saturday  last, 
is  deserving  the  attention  of  farmers  generally: 

This  article  is  becoming  one  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance to  our  country.  Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
account  for  its  culture  havin  g  so  long  been  neglected, 
where  all  the  means  of  producing  it,  are  so  abundant. 
We  know  of  no  part  of  the  world  where  Wool  has  been 
higher  on  an  average,  for  the  last  ten  years,  than  in  this 
country,  and  no  one  better  calculated  to  raise  it  for 
export,  than  this.  Instead  of  making  it  an  article  of 
remittance  to  Europe,  we  have  been,  and  are  at  pre- 
sent importing  it  in  large  quantities,  the  importer  real- 
izing (it  is  said)  a  fair  profit  for  his  enterprise.  By  the 
growth  and  manufacture  of  Wool,  England  has  adiled 
immensely  to  her  wealth  and  power.  Her  clip  has 
been  estimated  for  some  years  past,  to  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  millions  of  pounds  annually:  while  here, 
with  a  soil  and  climate  better  adapted  for  its  growth, 
with  lands  at  about  one  eighth  the  price,  and  ten  times 
more  extensive;  we  do  not  produce  more  than  seventy- 
five  millions  of  pounds. 

In  1830,  after  a  careful  investigation,  the  number  of 
sheep  in  the  United  Slates  were  estimated  at  twenty 
millions,  producing  fifty  inillions  of  pounds  of  Wool. 
At  the  present  time  a  fiiir  estimate  would  probably  be 
above  twenty-eight  millions. 

Pennsylvania  especially,  with  her  unoccupied  hills 
and  dales,  should  look  seriously  to  this  matter.  We 
believe  that  no  state  in  the  Union  is  better  adapted  for 
the  growth  of  Wool,  yet  New  York  is  at  present  con- 
siderably in  advance  of  her.  The  clip  in  New  York  is 
estimated  at  six  millions  of  pounds,  while  that  of  Penn- 
sylvania is  only  four  to  four  and  a  half  millions.  Either 
of  these  states  could  annually  produce  twenty  millions 
of  pounds,  without  decreasing  any  other  of  their  pre- 
sent productions. 

There  are  several  counties  in  the  Western  part  of 
this  State  that  have  entered  with  great  spirit  into  this 
business,  and  "sheep  farms,"  (as  they  are  there  called) 
are  rapidly  advancing  in  value.  Among  these  we 
would  instance  Washington,  Fayette  and  Greene  coun- 
ties. The  former  county  alone,  will  probably  sell  this 
year  .above  half  a  million  of  pounds  of  Wool,  yielding 
at  least  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  cash,  as  the 
finer  qualities  of  Wool  are  principally  grown  there. 
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CHESAPEAKE  AND  DELAWARE  CANAL. 

Sixteenth  Generul  H<  port  of  llie  President  and  Dire: 
tors  of  (lie  Chesapeake  and  Delaware   Canal  Con 

The  Board  of  President  and  Directors  of  the  Ches; 
peake  and   Delaware  Canal  Company,  In   oftcring  lli 


But  the  claimant  under  the  verdict,  liavirg  stood  by 
:  wh  1st  the  Company  were  issuing  proposals  for  luans  in 
the  public  newspapers;  and  borrowing  monev,  time  af- 
ter lime,  on  the  faith  of  pledges  thus  publicly  stated 
!  and  given  to  the  loane(^Si  has  now  come  bef<ire  the 
present  Report,  and  the  Treasurer's  account,  are  uniler  j  Chancellor  of  Mar)  land,  and  asks,  that  these  securities 
the  necessity  of  presenting  to  the  proprietors  a  state- 1  should  be  declared  null  and  void,  and  that  his  claim 
ment  of  d.fficulties  and  embarrassments  encountered  ;  may  come  in  before  them.  No  decision  has  been  had 
since  the  last  annual  meetine.which  have  caused  anxiety  I  ""  this  application.  Application  was  also  made  to  the 
and  trouble  to  those  engaged  in  the  management  of  ili'e  '  Ciiancellur  of  Maryland,  for  the  appointment  of  a  re- 
affairs  of  the  Company,  and  loss  to  all  who  are  inter-  i  ceiver  ot  the  tolls  of  the  Canal.  This  was  granted,  so 
ested  in  it.  j  far  as  respects  the  tolls  to  be  collected  at  the  Maryland 

Although  it  is  a  source  of  regret  to  the  members  of  end  of  the  Canal.  From  this  decision  an  appeal  was 
the  Board  that  thev  cannot  give  a  more  favourable  state-  'nade,  and  the  case  taken  to  the  Court  of  Appeals.  A 
ment,  yet  it  is  due  to  themselves  and  the  Stockholders  further  applicition  has  been  recently  made  to  the  same 
that  an  accurate  e.xposition  of  the  concerns  of  the  Com-  Chancellor,  for  a  decree  to  order  the  real  and  other 
pany  should  be  made,  however  gloomv  it  may  appear,  |  property  of  the  Company  to  be  sold— as  well  that  part 
that  those  interested  may  have  an  opportuniiy  of  form-  ofi'  in  Delaware  as  that  in  Marjbnd.  A  final  deci.sion 
ing  correct  opinions  of  its  present  situalion.  on  these   several  points  will   probably  take  place  in  a 

'in  the  last  Annual  Report  the  Stockholders  were  in-  I  fe^>'  weeks,  and  there  is  a  well  founded  belief  that  the 
formed  that  a  verdict  against  the  Companv,  for  a  very  '  judgment  will  be  adverse  to  these  extraordinary  claims, 
large  amount,  had  been  obtained,  in  one  of  the  courts  [  '  ''e  Board  are  confident  ihat  the  Chesapeake  and  De- 
of  the  stale  of  Delaware,  bv  a  contractor,  whom  the  I  lawart  Canal  Company  had  the  same  right  to  borrow 
Board  of  Direclors  had  felt  ihemselves  under  the  neces-  money,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  their  Canal  and  the 
sity  of  discharginsj  from  their  service,  and  that  excep-  |  purposes  incidental  to  it,  as  the  several  corporations  for 
tions  had  been  taken  to  the  decisions  on  some  of  the  law  !  making  interni.1  improvements  in  Pennsylvania,Mar>  land 
points  involved  in  the  case.  These  po'nishave  not  yet  I  ^'"1  o'l'^r  states,  who  have  resorted  to  that  expedient, 
been  brought  before  the  Court  of  Appeals,  where  as  the  only  available  means  to  enable  them  to  effect  the 
they  may  be  taken  for  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  |  .?i-eat,  and  beneficial  objects,  for  tthich  they  were  char- 
verdict,  and  are  ultimately  to  be  decided.     The  deci-  ,  lered. 

sions  on  them  may  annul  the  former  proceedings  and  j      Proceedingsof  a  different  characterwere  commenced 
verdict.  in  the  early  part  of  last  season  and  continued  for  sev- 

Since  this  verdict  has  been  obtained,  strenuous  ef-  eral  months,  in  the  state  of  Delawarci  probably  with  the 
foris  have  been  made  to  render  it  available,  by  resort-  view  of  harrassing  those  eng.iged  in  the  trade  through 
ing  to  different  proresses  of  law,  and  by  the  aid  of  po.     the  Canai;  and  by  thus  interfering  with  and  preventing 


■fee 


bee 


and  bv 
To  enlist  the  latter,  various  cffo: 
through  the  medium  of  the  press 


nd  by 


other  means,     'the  law  proceedings  have  been  duly 
attended  to;  the  others  were  unnoticed. 

An  attempt  was  m.vle.  during  the  last  session,  to 
procure  the  passage  of  a  law  by  the  Legislature  of  De- 
laware, to  enable  a  judgment  creditor  to  sell  the  cor- 
porate rights  and  franchises  of  the  Company,  and  by 
such  sale  vest  them  in  the  purchaser.  Notwilhstand- 
iiig  the  powerful  in'erest  and  infiucnce  that  was  brouglit 
to  bear  on  the  subject,  the  bill  was  rejected.  The 
Board  feeling  it  an  imperious  duly  tn  guard  the  interests 
of  the  Stockholders  and  the  just  creditors  of  the  Com- 
pany, did  not  of  course  concur  in  this  project. 

Whatevermight  have  been,  under  any  circun-stances, 
the  opinirn  of  the  Board  of  the  justice  of  the  large  !  garnislee 
claim  referred  to — had  they  even  suppised  it  well 
founded,  they  had  not  funds  to  pay  it — and  could  not 
(as  they  believe,)  either  in  law  or  equity,  give  that  claim 
a  priority  over  others  arising  from  mnney  loaned  to  the 
Company,  for  ti.e  formation  of  the  Canal,  and  for  which 
a  mortgage  of  the  tolls,  and  all  other  property  of  the 
Company  had  been  given,  previous  to  the  verdict 
which  it  has  been  endeavored  to  make  precede  them 
— the  claims  under  which  would  have  been  of  no 
avail  without  these  loans,  as  the  Canal  could  not  have 
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it,  to  coerce  those  interested  in  the  Company 
payment  of  the  claim  under  the  verdict.  The  caplaii 
of  vessels  about  passing  through  the  Canal,  after  ha' 
rg  paid  the  required  toll  to  the  officers  of  the  Company 


n  Maryland,  when  ttie  vessels  were  passing 


from  that 


n  Philadelphia,  when  going  (rom  thence, 
receive  a  regular  reifeipt  for  the  toll  paid,  with  an  order 
to  pa«s  through  the  Canal  in  right  of  such  payment;  the 
Company  <  f  course  having  no  further  claim,  debt,  (r 
demand  against  them  for  toll.  Notwithstanding  this, 
which  is  matter  of  public  ni  toriety,  and  susceptible  in 
most  cases  of  complete  proof,  the  captains  in  some  hun- 
dreds of  instances  have  been  arrested  and  held  to  bail 
as  garnishees,  and  in  each  case  oath  or  affirmation  is 
made  as  follows:  "that  'he 

it  an  inhabitant  of  New 
le  deponent,  dnth  verily 
debied  to  the  defendants 
.n  the  sum  of  •"     I"  default 

of  finding  bal,  which  has  been  the  case  with  strangers, 
thev  have  been  c;ist  into  prison,  and  kept  there  until 
■fhe'amount  ef  indebtedness  sworn  to  was  deposited  asa 
pledge — or  bail  procured  for  their  appearance  at  a 
court  to  be  held  months  after,  and  in  some  instances  far 
from  their  homes.  During  these  proceedings,  the  ves- 
sels  were  necessarily  prevented  from  prosecuting  their 


Cast'e  county,  and  that  lie, 
believe  that  the  garnishee  is 
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voyages,  causing  losses  to  all  concerned,  either  in  ves- 
sel or  cargo,  and  the  Canal,  as  "a  public  highway," 
thus  virtually  obstrucied.  This  has  been  effected  un- 
der colour  of  some  of  the  laws  of  Delaware,  but  it  is 
believed  in  violation  oC  the  charter  of  the  Canal  Com- 
pany— a  charter,  which  may  be  considered  as  a  joint 
grant  or  compact  by  tlie  states  of  Pennsylvania,  Dela- 
ware, and  Maryland — in  which  each  state,  granted  to 
the  other  certain  advantages  and  received  certain  bene- 
fits in  return.  The  riijhl  to  make  the  Canal  (by  an  in- 
corporated company,)  and  thus  open  a  highway  be- 
tween the  South  and  the  commercial  metropolis  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  a  new  way  by  which  she  could  transport 
to  it  the  produce  of  her  interior  counties,  was  granted 
to  her  by  Maryland,  only  on  condititjn  that  the  Susque- 
hanna ri\er  shoidd  be  declared  a  highway,  and  authori- 
ty given  to  remove  obstructions  from  it — a  grant  highly 
advantageous  to  Maryland.  Delaware  stipulated  for 
the  delivery  to  her  of  certain  valuable  documents  held 
by  Pennsyivaniii,  and  aUo  that  the  latter  state  should 
make  certain  alterations  in  her  quarantine  laws,  the  ob- 
ject and  effect  of  which  was  to  benefit  the  former. — 
These  stipulations  were  acceded  to  by  Pennsylvania, 
and  she  has  complied  with  them. 

Under  these  agreements,  the  cliafters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  Company  were  granted  by 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland.  The  charter 
declares  as  follows,  viz:  "That  the  sjid  Canal  and  the 
■works  to  be  erected  theieon  in  virtue  of  this  act,  whep 
completed,  shall  forever  thereafter  be  esteemed  and 
taken  to  be  navigable  as  a  public  highway,  free  for  the 
transportation  of  all  g"ods,  commodities,  or  produce, 
■whatsoever,  on  payment  of  the  tolls  imposed  by  this  act; 
and  no  toll  or  tax  whatsoever  for  the  use  of  the  waters 
of  the  said  Canal,  and  the. works  thereon  erected,  shall 
at  any  time  hevealter  be  imposed  by  all  or  either  of  the 
said  State?-" 

The  charier  al^o  declares,  that  if  any  vessel  shall 
pass  without  haviiig  paid  the  tolls,  she  may  be  seized 
and  sold  by  the    officers  of  the  Company.     After  ihi 


thus  been  inflicted  on  a  vast  number  of  persons  inter- 
ested in  the  results  of  the  Canal  trade,  who  are  entirely 
unconnected  with  the  matter  in  controveisy— a  contro- 
versy which  hitherto  has  only  resulted  in  loss  to  all 
the  parties,  and  a  diminution  of  the  ability  of  the  Canal 
Company  to  meet  demands  against  it. 

It  may  be  proper  lo  state,  that  since  the  proceedings 
before  the  Chancellor  of  Maryland,  no  arrests  of  op- 
tains  have  been  made,  and  the  trade  of  the  Canal  has 
been  increasing. 

1  he  locks,  bridges,  waste  weirs,  and  banks  on  the 
line  of  Canal,  are  now  in  good  order. 

During  the  past  season,  two  slips  or  sinkings-in  of 
the  sides  have  occurred  in  that  part  of  the  Canal  called 
the  Deep  Cut.  Although  they  did  not  occasion  a  stop- 
page to  the  business  of  the  Canal,  yet  they  caused  a 
considerable  expenditure  in  the  necessary  removal  of  a 
large  quantity  of  earth  from  the  banks,  to  prevent  its 
falling  into  the  Canal.  The  earth  taken  from  these 
places  has  been  used  to  raise  and  strengthen  the  tow- 
ing path,  which  had  been  washed  away',  when  the  em- 
bankment on  B:oad  creek  was  broken,  in  the  spring  of 
1834.  The  foundation  of  the  Maryland  pivot  bridge 
had  been  then  so  greatly  injured,  and  the  superstruc- 
ture was  found  to  be  so  much  decayed,  as  to  render  a 
new  bridge  indispen.^able.  This  has  been  made  more 
securely,  and  of  greater  stability,  than  the  former  one. 
The  new  embankment  across  Broad  creek,  in  place  of 
that  carried  away,  has  been  made  so  strong,  and  is  so 
well  protected,  as  to  prevent  the  apprehension  of  any 
further  accident;  and  it  has  now  stood  for  several  months 
the  test  of  a  pressure  of  a  full  head  of  water. 

The  Canal  and  reservoirs  are  now  filled  with  water, 
which  will  probably  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  dilfi-. 
culties  experienced  during  last  summer  from  the  want 
of  it,  the  deficiency  of  the  supply  then,  having  been 
caused  mainly  by  the  loss  of  a  large  portion  of  the  wa- 
ter from  the  upper  level  of  the  Canal,  by  the  breaking 
of  the   embankment  referred  to — and  as  this  happened 


lie  of  the  vessel,  "  the  person  having  du-ectlan  of  such  j  at  the 


;ment  of  the  dry  season,  the  appreJien- 


vessel  shall  be  liable  for  such   toll,   if  the  same 
paid  by   the   sale  of  such   vessel."     Thus,  under  the 
charier,  captains   of  vessels  are  not  liable  for  toll  even 
to  the  Company,  until  recourse  is  fii-bt  had  to  a  sale  of 
the  vessel,  and  the  funds  arising  fi  om  the  sale  heing  in- 
sufficient to  pay  the  toll.     Yet  after  a  compliance  with 
all  the  requisitions  of  the  Company  under  the  cliarlers, 
persons  have  been  arrested  and  imprisoned  i 
>vhere  they  are  strangers  and  without  friends 
what  th^  charters  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  and  Ma 


ns  of  a  deficiency  of  water,  which  were  stated  in  the 
last  Report,  were  fully  verified. 

The  want  of  water  in  the  upper  level  of  the  Canal, 
prevented  for  some  months  the  larger  class  oi  vessels 
from  using  it.  This  circumstance,  in  addition  to  the 
difficulties  and  embariassments  to  which  the  tiade  on 
the  Canal  has  been  subjected,  by  the  arrest  of  those 
place  j  engaged  in  it,  has  prevented  many  persons  from  enter- 
doing  j  ing  into  it,  who  otherwise  would  have  done  so;  and 
obliged  rnany  others,  who   previously  had   made  their 


ryland  declare  they  shall   have  a  right  to  do,  viz:  use  j  voyages  by  way  of  the  Canal,  to  abando 


md  make 


the  Canal  as.a  "  public  highway,"  after  payment  of  thi 
tolls  imposed  by  the  Company  in  conformity  with  the 
charter. 

The  embarrassment  and  annoyance  to  which  persons 
passing  through  the  Canal  have  been  thus  subjected, 
has  been  effected  by  means  of  processes  under  the  laws 
of  Delaware;  the  law  which  is  said  to  be  most  applica- 
ble to  the  cases,  having  been  passed  subsequent  lo  the 
charter  of  the  Company. 

Efforts  were  made  by  some  of  the  persons  aggrieved 
to  test  the  validity  of  these  arrests,  at  the  court  held  at 
New  Castle,  in  November  last.  But  the  cases  were 
not  tried;  and  it  has  since  been  agreed  between  the 
counsel  of  the  parties,  that  the  different  classes  of  cases 
should  be  stated  and  submitted  to  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals to  be  held  at  Dover  early  in  the  present  month. 
It  is  confidently  believed,  that  when  the  proceedings 
referred  to  .shall  be  brought  before  a  judicial  tribunal, 
they  cannot  be  sustained,  and  that  a  recurrence  of  them 
will  be  prevented. 

The  system  Bf  annoyance,  which  has  been  so  longand 
so  tenaciously  ptu-sued,  has  diminished  the  advantages 
arising  from  the  Canal,  not  on'y  to  those  directly  inter- 
ested in  it,  but  also  to  the  public  at  large.     Injury  has 


hem  by  sea.  These  various  causes  have  diminished 
the  tolls  below  the  amount  received  the  previous  year, 
and  made  them  fall  far  short  of  what,  under  different 
circumstances,  they  might  have  been  faiily  estimat- 
ed, 

The   tolls   received   since   the    last  Annual   Report 
amount   to  §47,51130,   and  having  principally  arisen 
fiom  vessels  laden  with  the  following  articles,  viz: 
290  packets  carrying  merchandize. 
826  vessels  carrying  wood,  20,897  cords. 

678  do.  and  arks,  carrying  lum- 
ber, 18,143,000  feet. 
72  do.         do.         flour,  15,350  barrelM. 
98  do.         do.         wheat,  corn, &c.  130,610  bushels. 
184  do.         do.         oysters,  3,886  tons. 
2741   do.         do.         cotton,   iron,    coal,   whiskey,  &c. 
and  vessels  returning  empty. 

48S9 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  pas- 
sages through  tlie  Canal,  and  amount  of  toll  received 
during  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  last  and  pre- 
ceding j  ears. 
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Number  of  Passages. 

From 

Yrom  Del.  From  Ches.  Total. 

June  1 

1333,  to  Jan.  1,  1S,34,     2136         2035         4171 

Jan.  1, 

U34,loJu..e  1,  1834.       667           6M         1267 

June  1,  1834,  toJun.l,  1335, 
Jan.  1,  1835,  to  June  1,  1335, 


.inounto/nih. 


June  1,1833,  to  Jan   1,  1834, 
Jan.  1,  1834,  to  June  1, 1834, 


1834,  to  Jan.  1,  1835, 
1835,  to  June  1,  1835, 


$54,091 


25,541  31 
21,969  99 


?47,511   30 

Althounfli  the  present  Report  does  not  give  a  flatter- 
in.^  view  nf  the  concerns  of  the  Company,  yet  on  tlie 
other  hand  it  mav  be  priper  to  state,  that  the  increas- 
in;^  trade  on  the  l)el..ware  and  Itiritan  Canal,  the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio,  and  Dismal  Swamp  Canals,  give 
promise  of  an  increase  also  of  the  trade  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal.  The  position  of  this  Canal, 
its  great  capacity,  and  the  many  avenues  leadmg  to  it, 
both  naturally  and  by  the  internal  improvements  now  in 
successful  operation — and  that  contemplated  on  the 
lower  part  of  the  Susquehanna — all  point  out  to  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  as  a  great  thorough- 
fare; and  strongly  indicate  that  the  Company  to  which 
it  belongs  will  ultimaiely  be  successful. 

The  membersofthe  Board  confldentlv  trust  the  Com- 
pany will  yet  triumph  over  the  many  difficulties  it  has 
encountered,  and  repay  those  by  whose  aid  a  great 
public  benefit,  at  least  his  been  achieved. 

This  supposition  is  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that 
other  canal  companies  in  our  country,  after  having  ex- 
perienced difficulties  and  embarrassments  of  various 
kinds.have  surmounted  them  all, and  are  now  in  a  state 
of  increasing  usefulness  and  pro.sperity. 

Signed  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Presi- 
dent and  Directors. 

R.  M.  LEWIS,  President. 

S-   GnirFlTTS  FtsBEB,  Secretary. 


and  arrived  at  Lancaster  at  half  past  one  o'clock  i  fare 
two  d  iUars  and  fifty  cent^. 

A  friend  has  supplied  me  with  the  f.iieg'iing  inf  jrma- 
tion-  K.  C. 


REPORT  OF  ALONZO  MVEIIMORE,  ENGINEEK. 
Fhencii  Cn 
Octoi) 


AactnccT,  7 
Ut,  1831.       5 


For  the  Register. 
TRAVELLING  IN  1784  AND  1835. 

In  the  year  1784,  Frederick  Schaeffer  established  a 
travelling  accommodation  by  a  stage,  which  occupied 
three  days  in  going  and  three  in  returning  to  Lancaster 
from  Philadelphia.  In  the  year  17SS,  Frederick  Dosh 
run  a  two  horse  stage  between  Lancaster  and  Philadel- 
phia, in  two  days  going  and  two  returning.  In  1794, 
the  turnpike  having  been  completed  between  Philadel- 
phia and  Lancaster,  Mathias  Slough  placed  a  four  horse 
stage  on  the  route,  driven  by  Jonas,  a  driver  of  some  j 
celebrity,  in  one  day  going,  and  one  in  returning,  be- 1 
tween  the  hours  of  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  and 
eight  in  the  evening;  fare  six  dollars.  On  the  eighth 
of  June,  1835,  the  Cars  by  the  Railroad,  left  Philadel- 1 
phia  at  half  past  eight  in  the  morning,  after  breakfast,  '  culvert. 


ToXihn.hidrrson.  Esq-, 

Superintendent  of  the  French  creek   division,   of  the 
Pennsylvania  Canal. 

Sir— I  herewith  hand  to  you  my  annual  report,  em- 
bracing the  infiirmati;)n  required  from  tl\e  secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  relative  to  the  pre- 
sent stale  of  the  work  upon  the  Fiench  creek  division, 
as  pertaining  to  my  department. 

The  new  work  not  heretofore  reported  finished,  com- 
prehends the  Franklin  line,  twenty  two  and  a  fourth 
miles.and  the  north  and  west  ends  of  .he  feeder,  lour  and 
a  fourth  miles,  altogether  twenly.six  and  a  half  miles,in 
extent ;  eighteen  and  a  half  miles  of  this  is  slackwater, 
and  eight  mles  of  canal  navigation.  The  towing  path 
along  "the  pool  of  the  feeder  dam  which  was  not  fully 
staked  out  until  this  year,  gives  a  small  difference  in 
the  distance  as  heretofore  reported. 

The  new  work  addt-d  to  the  old  feeder  line,  tilne- 
teen  and  a  half  miles,  makes  the  whole  length  of  the 
French  creek  division,  to  be  forty-six  miles,  eighteen 
and  a  half  of  which  is  slackwater,  and  twenty  seven 
and  a  half  of  canal  navigation. 

The  mechanical  work  upon  the  ncu'  /me  of  this  di- 
vision, conMsts  of  iwenty-one  locks,  twelve  dams,  one 
culvert,  three  towing  path  br•id^'es,  seven  road  and 
farm  bridges,  seventeen  luck  houses,  and  six  waste 
wiers- 

The  locks,  twenty  are  of  cut  stone  masonry,  and 
one  of  wood,  four  of  these  are  guards,  eight  are  lift 
locks  with  guard  walls,  and  nine  lift  without  guard 
walls.  The  whole  rise  and  fall  overcome  is  one  hun- 
j  dred  and  twenty-eight  and  a  half  feet. 
I  The  dams  upon  this  line  are  built  with  cribs  of  tim- 
i  her  filled  with  stone,  and  cut  stone  abutments,  laid  in 
!  the  New  York  hydraulic  lime.  Tlie  average  length  of 
the  dams,  in  clear  of  the  abutments.is  two  hundred  and 
sixty  seven  feef.  'I  he  lowest  is  six  feet,  the  highest 
sixteen  feet,  and  the  average  height  ten  and  a  fourth 
feet. 

Most  of  the  dams  having  been  completed  last  fall, 
have  been  in  some  measure  tested  as  to  their  permanence 
by  the  floods  of  last  winter  and  spring.  We  find  that  those 
which  have  not  le.ss  than  three  feet  base,  to  one  of  per- 
pendicular rise  for  the  breast  slope.gives  to  the  descend-, 
ing  water  such  an  oblique  impact  upon  the  gravel  be- 
low the  dam,  that  the  excavatijn  caused  by  the  water, 
is  thrown  so  far  below  the  lowermost  breast  timbers, 
that  no  injury  appears  likely  to  result  to  the  foundation 
of  the  dam  itself.  Two  of  our  dams  which  had  not  this 
slope,  the  water  had  excavated  so  near  the  foundation 
as  to  endanger  the  work.  I  therefore  directed  an  ad- 
ditional breast,  which  has  been  made  this  season,  and  I 
feel  confident  that  our  dams  are  rendered  permanent, 
ifdue  care  is  taken  for  their  preservation. 

T:\^e  feeder  dam  it  will  be  recollected  Was  left  last  fall 
in  a  very  precarious  situation, as  regards  the  work  done, 
on  account  of  the  exhaustion  of  the  funds.  We  found 
this  spring  that  most  of  the  work  dune  was  washed 
away.  This  and  the  a-'ditional  breasts  on  the  two  dams, 
above  mentioned,  have  swelled  the  expense  upon  those 
items,  in  some  measure,  but  our  contmgent  allowance 
of  last  year,  will  fully  meet  this  addition,  besides  all 
other  expenses  of  a  contingent  nature. 

There  are  no  aqueducts  \\\>on   this  line,  and  but  one 


Ihis   is  situ; 


ted  upon  section  No.  36  of  the 


Vs» 
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Feeder  line,  and  is  built  of  cut  stone  nnasoni-y.tlie  open- 
ing or  passage  for  the  water  is  two  feel  square. 

i'here  are  three  towing  path  bridges,  all  upon  tlie 
Franklin  line.the  abutments  and  piers  are  cut  stone  ma- 
sonry, and  the  superstructure  of  wood.  There  is  one 
Toud  bridge  across  the  canal  opposite  Franklin,  the 
abutments  of  cut  stone  and  wood  superstructure;  all 
ihe  other  road  and  farm  bridges,  six  in  number  are  built 
of  wood. 

'I'here  are  six  waste  wiers,  including  those  around  tlie 
locks,  four  of  them  built  as  slope  wall  and  pavement, 
the  otliers  of  wood. 

The  tabular  statement,  herewitli  submitted,  con- 
tains all  the  important  details,  not  otherwise  men- 
tioned. 

The  Franklin  line,  and  l/ie  north  end  of  ihe  feeder,  is 
now  readj  fur  public  use.  The  west  end  of  the  feeder 
will  be  ready  by  the  middle  of  November  next.  A 
scarcity  of  hands  has  prevailed  upon  this  line  the  whole 
season,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  fever  and  ague 
in  that  neighborhood.  Hands  have  also  been  scirce 
upon  our  whole  line  since  the  harvesting  season  com- 
menced. This  cause  and  the  late  time  we  received  or- 
ders to  prosecute  our  work  (about  the  1st  of  May)  in 
the  spring,  give  the  reason  why  our  caral  was  not  rea- 
dy by  the  time  mentioned  in  our  last  report. 

The  total  cost  of  the  work  will  stand  as  follows,  viz: 
Franklin  line,  g340,363  9U 

Feeder  line,  new  work,  68,860  12 

Engineering,  superintendence,  and  all 


contmgencies  to  this  time, 

Total  cost  when  finished. 
Last  year's  estimate, 

Balance, 


S32,595  3; 


S441,455  45 
442,558  34 


gl,102  89 

This  b.alance  will  be  requisite  to  complete  any  fenc- 
ing not  yet  contracted  lor,  also  to  add  fuot-ways  upon 
the  lock  gates  that  are  yet  not  completed,  &c. 

It  must  be  recollected  that  all  money  remaining  as 
percentage  on  abandoned  jobs,  is  embraced  in  the  es- 
timate, therefore  should  the  Board  of  Canal  Commis- 
sioners direct  tlie  payment  of  this  to  the  contractors, 
it  will  in  no  way  int_frfere  with  the  sum  or  balances  left 
in  the  aforementioned  calculation. 

Hew  work  on  the  old  line. 

The  amount  done  this  year  consists  in  finishing  two 
waste  wiers,  one  bridge  and  embankment.  Amount  esti- 
mated on  these  jobs  this  year  is  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents. — 
Amount  yet  unfurnished  in  order  to  complete  the  bridge, 
embankment,  &c.,  is  three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALONZO  LIVERMORE, 

Engineer. 


WEST  BRANCH  DIVISION. 

HEPORT  of  IV.  F.  PACKER,  SUPERINTEN- 
DENT. 

To  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen: — In  conformity  with  the  requisitions  of 
the  acts  of  assembly,  and  in  compliance  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners,  as  commu- 
nicated by  their  Secretary,  I  beg  leave,  respectfully, 
to  submit  the  following 


In  oflieringthe  present  communication  to  the  Board, 
it  afibrds  me  infinite  gratification  to  state  that  the  entire 
line  of  canal  under  my  charge  has  been  completed;  and 


I  that  final  estimates  have  been  returned  horn  the  engi- 
j  neer  departments,  upon  all  contracts  entered  into  fur 
I  the  construction  of  new  work  upon  the  West  Branch 
division.  The  lower  division  of  the  Lvcoming  line,  ex- 
j  tending  from  the  pool  of  the  Muncy  dam  to  the  Loyal- 
I  sock  feeder,  was  completed  and  the  water  admitted  in- 
to the  upper  levels  about  the  last  of  June.  Onihe  fourth. 
I  of  July,  the  first  boat,  "  The  James  Madison,"  ascend- 
[  ed  the  canal  and  moored  at  the  western  bank  ot  Loyal- 
sock  creek,  since  which  period  the  navigation  from  that 
point  has  been  uninterrupted,  except  during  a  few  days 
of  unusual  drought,  when  the  water  in  the  creek 
proved  inadequate  10  supply  the  levels.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, antic'pated  that  any  scarcity  of  water  will  hereaf- 
ter occur,  as  the  quantity  furnished  by  the  feeder  dam 
at  Dunnsburg,  is  abundant-,  which,  aided  by  the  Loyal- 
sock,  will  in  my  opinion  be  amply  snfl[icient  for  all  the 
purposes  of  transportation.  Should  this  supposition, 
nevertheless,  be  found  by  experience  to  be  erroneous, 
the  supply  may  be  very  considerably  augmented  by  cut- 
ting off"  the  water  power  which  at  present  propels  the 
Loyalsock  mills,  owm-d  by  Tunison  Coryell,  Esq,  The 
B-jard  are  aware  that  the  site  of  Mr.  Coryell's  mill  dam 
was  selected  as  the  most  eligible  for  the  erection  of  a 
I  feeder  dam,  and  that  he  in  consequence  claims  the 
!  right  of  tapping  ihe  canal  with  his  race — the  level  of 
which  being  lower  than  the  canal,  gives  him  a  per- 
petual head  of  water,  whether  there  is  a  sufficiency  for 
j  the  purposes  of  navigation  or  not.  Privileges  so  im- 
portant in  their  consequences  as  those  asked  by  Mr. 
I  Coryell,  and  hitherto  tacitly  allowed,  should  most  cer- 
j  tainly  onlybe  granted  under  proper  limitations  and  re- 
strictions, The  vested  rights  of  individuals,  it  is  true, 
cannot  be  held  too  sacred;  when  our  citizens  cease  to 
'  be  protected  by  government  in  their  rights  of  property, 
;  one  of  the  strongest  cords  in  the  ligament  which  binds 
1  civil  society  together,  will  have  been  severed:  but  that 

■  protection  can  only  be  afforded  by  the  legitimate  exer- 
cise of  sorere(o-/i  power.     Individual  and  local  interests 

j  must  yield  to  the  general  good;  and  it  damages  are 
thereby  sustained,  let  the  party  injured  be  promptly  re- 
I  munerated,  and  full  and  ample  indemnification  made 
•igainst  all  pecuniary  privations.  In  this  point  of  view, 
I  public  policy  seems  clearly  to  dictate,  that  the  magnifi- 
!  cent  works  of  internal  improvement  constructed  at  the 
expense  of  the  State,sliould  be  solely  under  the  control 
]  of  her  public  functionaries,  free  from  all  associations 
j  or  partnerships,  and  not  subject  to  the  caprice  of  any 

■  interested  individual. 

The  upper  division  of  the  Lycoming  line,  being  irv 
such  a  state  of  forwardness  as  to  justify  the  admissioti 
of  the  water,  it  was  let  into  the  canal,  through  the 
.guard  lock  at  the  feeder  dam,  above  Dunnsburg, on  the 
fifteenth  of  September;  and,  although  its  progress  was 
greatly  retarded  by  the  dryness  of  the  season,  and  the 
consequent  loss  of  water  by  soatage  and  evaporation, 
the  levels  have  all  been  filled,  and  boats  laden  with 
merchandize,  coal,  plaster,  &c.,  have  ascended  the  ca- 
nal to  its  junction  with  the  Bald  Eagle  creek.  Thus 
proving  to  a  demonstration  that  the  supply  of  water 
furnished  by  "  the  High  dam,"  (as  the  feeder  has  been 
significantly  termed,)  may  be  relied  upon  in  times  of 
the  greatest  drought  with  absolute  certainty.  The  wa- 
ter h.as  seldom,  if  ever,  been  known  to  be  lower  in  the 
West  Branch  than  it  is  at  the  present  period,  and  yet 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  state  that  there  is  no  scarcity  in 
the  canal,  and  that  all  apprehension  for  the  future  may 
be  dismissed.  As  the  banks  become  s.aturated,  the  loss 
from  filtration  and  soakage  must  necessarily  be  dimin- 
ished; and  an  increased  supply  for  canalling  purposes 
will  be  the  inevitable  consequence.  The  feeder  dam 
was  completed  about  the  first  of  January,  and  judging 
from  the  slight  efl'ects  produced  by  the  ice  freshet  of 
last  spring,  and  the  floods  which  have  since  occurred, 
no  doubt  remains  in  relation  to  its  permanency.  About 
one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  of  the  breast  plank  were 
taken  off  by  the  ice,  which  was  the  only  injury  sustain- 
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ed;  and  that   has  since  been  substantially  repaired.  —  I  by  a  combined  lock  of  two  lifts  of  eight  feet  e 
The  chute,   also,  fully  answers  the  purpose  for  which  '  a  single  lock  nf  five   feet  lil'i;   making  the    a 


it  was  intended;  and  those  who  were 
river  trade,  and  most  strenunusly  opposed  to  its  con- 
struction, are  now  cons  rained  to  acknowlcdije  that  it 
can  be  pa-sed  in  perfect  sit'ety— not  the  sliijhtest  diffi- 
culty is  experienced.  It  may  not  perliaps  be  amiss  to 
remark  that  popular  opinion  relative  to  the  lecder  dam 


each,  ami 
ffgrejtale 


and  chute,   ha 


unde 


in  which  those  • 


rjone    an 


;ire   revolution;    the 


iires  have  stond  the  test  of 


nsfih  of  canal  and  slack  water  completed  on  1 
sion  since  my  last  report,  as  tollows: 

Miles.  J'erc/ies. 
Lycominff  Ine  and  feeder,  4J         258 

Bald  Kagle  side  cut,  3         208 

Lewisburjf  side  cut,  •  200 


Totd  distance; 
The  Board  will   observe 


48  26 

that  included  in  the  forcjjo- 
two  perches  of  sl.ick  \ 


error,  althoueh  deeply  roo(cd,   to  acknowK-dcre  their  I  .  .,  ,  .         ^  ,     ,        .         ,•  . 

practicability;  and  it  is  with  proud  satisfaction  I  can  [  '"S  "'''^ '«';;  ■"'!"='"'''*"  P'''-'=''"/*f''^*'?'f''';"'.'''^'' 
state  at  this  early  stage  of  their  practical  operations,lhat  "^^  have  b.en  heretofore  annexed  f.  the  finished  hues 
a  single  individual  cannot  nuw  be  found  to  raise  his  °[  <=»"■'!•  "'  S'""'"'".?  "P  the  aggreffate  lengih  conplct- 
voice  a-ainst  them  ^'^  ""'^  '"  active  operation:   but  as  they  were  atiaclied 

On  the  fourth  div  of  July,  the  water  was  first  admit-  "I  '''^  I-yjoming  hue,  originally  and  constructed  out 
ted  into  the  Bald  Eagle  side  cut;  and  it  has  been  in  !  "^  '^e  funds  appropriated  to  .t,  I  have  deemed  .t  pro- 
constant  n.ui-,ble  order  smce  the  first  of  Septembctv  >  P%'°  ^P'''''.''''-™ '°B^'''.^'--  ....  „  ,  ,„  ,„r 
The  traffic  which  has  already  commenced  upon  it,  be-  '  ^  "«  lolloping  statement  exhibits  the  actual  cost  of 
tween  the  bituminous  co.al  and  iron  regions  of  Lycom-  j 
ing  and  Centre  counties,  in  the  tran-iportationof  coal  to  I 


Lycoming  line  and  feeder,  as  a*cert;iined    by  final 
mates  returned  from  ihe  engineer  dep:utment,  viz; 


water  in  the  former  as  there  is  in  the  latter  above  its 
junction.     This  consideration  alone,   would  have  been 


Id  Eigle,  and  carrying  back  iron,  pigs,  cislings,  j  Sections  of  canal  and  slack  water, 
&c.  gives  an  earnest   of  its  "future  usefulness,   and  de- !  Aqueducts, 
monstrates  that  the  small  amount  of  funds  appropriated  \  Dams, 
to  its  construction,  have  been  wisely  applied.     In  addi-  j  Cluite  at  feeder  dam, 
tion  to  its  importance  to  the  neighborhood,  as  a  great  j  Locks, 

thoroughfare  between  the  co  d  anci  iron  districts,  it  con-    Public,  farm  and  foot  bridges, 
fers  substantial  advantages  on  the  whole  line  as  a  fee- 1  Towing  path  bridges, 
der.     The  B.dd  Eagle  is  a  permanent  stream,  and  in  dry  |  Fence, 
seasons,  when  the  river  fails,  there  is  one  half  as  much  j  Culverts, 

;  Guard  gates, 
I  Lock  bouses, 

fficient  to  warrant  its  construction;  and  any  other  lo-  j 
cation  of  the  feeder  dam  than  the  one  adopted  by  the 
board,  would  have  been,  if  at  all  practicable,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  unwise  and  injudicious. 

The  Lewisburg  sic' 
tion,  at  the  date  of  my  last  report— the  water  was  let 
into  it  in  November,  and  several  boats  passed  through 
it  before  navigation  was  suspended  by  the  inclemency 
of  the  season.  Since  the  opening  of  the  canal  in  the 
spring,  transportatiMii  upon  the  side  cut  has  been  with- 
out interruption:  and  an  avenue  to  market,  thereby  af- 
forded for  the  immense  agricultural  productions  of  Buf- 

falo,  Penns  and  Sugar  valli.;s.     The  luxuriant  crops  of    Miscellaneous  work, 
wheat,  rye,  corn,  barley,  &c.  which  are   annu.ally  pro-  I 
duced    in   the  fertile  region,  drained  by  the  waters  of 
Buffalo  and  Penns  creek,  are  perhaps  unequalled  by  the 
same  extent  of  country  in  Pennsylvania  ;  they  are  cer-  !  .  .       ,. 

tainly  not  surpassed.     Lewisbuig,  situated  at  the  June-  j  Total  cost  of  Lycoming  line, 

tion  of  Buffalo  creek,  and  the  West  Branch  of  ihe  Sus-  j 

quehinna,  has  always  been  the  natural  depot  for  the  |  The  following  abstract  shews  the  actual  cost  of  t 
surplus  products  of  those  valleys,  and  the  precarious  '  go/,;  iJ^^fesiVecu^,  as  ascertained  by  final  estimates  i 
navigation  of  the  river,  thence  to  tide  water,  rejorted    turned  from  the  engineer  depar 


Waste  wiers. 
Hydraulic  cement. 
Removing  buildLngs, 
Casings  and  wrought  iron, 
on  the  verge  of  comple-  '  Cnst  iron  conduit  at  Williamsport, 
■     ^  ■        Wells, 

Repairing     and     strengthening    job 

bridge  embankments.  Sec. 
Mead  gates  at  Coryell's  mill  race. 
Work  "finally  suspended  by  change  of 

location. 
Water  courses. 


Deduct  State  materials. 


$588,144  754 

93,703  90 

85,209  83 

35,022  77 

77,303  01 

55,336  0-li 

16  06J  72 

21.026  351 

23,243  14 

6,331  50 

5,530  03J 

3,155  26i 

4,522  01 

3,501  59i 

5,389  18i 

545  624 

291  51i 

29,316  97 

350  00 

27,006  26J 

58  48 

592  30 

Sl,083.64t  27i 

5,502  23 

S1,078,C4I   99J 

board  market.     By  the 


to  as  the   only  out-let  to 

side  cut  just  completed,  a  new  channel  h 

up,  and  a  choice  of  markets  aflbrded  to  the  ind 

husbandman — while  the  commonwealth  will  be  richly 

compensited  by  the  increase  of  tolls  which  will,  from 

this  source,  necessarily  ensue. 


Sectii 


Culverts, 


Was'e  wiers. 

Bald  Eagle  dam  and  schute, 
,    ,     ,         ,      p    ,      I  •       ,•        •     1   J-         Public  and  farm  bridges. 

The  whole  length  of  the  Lycoming  line,  mcluding     ^^^^  ,^^^^^^^ 


feeder,  as  stated  in  my  last  annual  report  to  the  Board, 
from  the  point  of  transit  of  boats  in  the  pool  of  the  feed- 
er dam,  is  fortj-three  miles  and  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  i)erches,  including  two  miles  and  two  perches  of 
towing  path  and  slack  water  in  the  pool  of  the  Muncy 
dam.  Upon  which  there  are  twelve  locks,  embracing 
thirteen  lifts,  and  eighty-two  feet  of  locka.ge,  including 
one  foot  of  head  at  the  guard  lock;  averaging  1.8"  feet 
per  mile. 

The  lengih  of  the  Bald  Eagle  side  cut,  including  the 
breadth  of  the  river,  is  three  miles  and  two  hundred  and 
eight  perches;  embracing  eight  feet  of  lockage,  which 
is  overcome  by  one  lock  near  the  feeder  dam— and  the 
Lewisburg  side  cut  is  two  hundred  perches  in  lengtl 
and  has  twenty-one  feet  of  lockage      -'-•-'-  '- 


Fence, 
Castings, 

Total  cost  of  Bald  Eagle  side  cuts 


S19,663  36 

13,648  60 

456  66 

387  714 

8,784  974 

2,250  43 

983  44 

1,478  83 

196  00 

§47,853  01 


Abstract  shewing  the  actual  cost  of  the  Lewiiburg 
side  cut,  as  ascert.ained  by  final  estimates  returned  from 
the  engineer  department,  viz:  Canal,  d 
and  lock  houses,  complete. 
Towing  path  bridge, 
Fence, 
Removal  of  buildings. 


hich  is  overcome  '  Total  cost  of  Lewisburg  side  cut. 


590 
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RECAPITULATION 

Showing  the  entire  cost  oftlie  new  i 
Urancli  Division: 


Lycomin,?  line  and  feeder. 
Buld  Eagle  side  cut, 
Lewisburg  side  cut, 


Engineering,  superintendence  and  i 
cidental  expenses. 


rk  upon  the  West 

81,078,041  99i 
47,850  01 
32,029  59 


$1,203,573  77i 
1,148,209  33i- 


Balance  unpaid,  §55,364  44 

From  which,  deduct  the  amount  of  ap. 
propriaiion  for  1834,  yet  unexpen- 
ded, 10,422  42| 

Total  amount  required  to  complete  Ly- 
commg  line  and  Lewisburg  and 
Bald  Eagle  side  cuts,  $44  942  01  i 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  several  appropria- 
tions to  the  Lycoming  hn.e.  See,  and  of  the  disburse- 
ments made: 

By  the  act  of  March  31st,  1831,  there 
was  appropriatf-d  to  the  Lycoming 
line  and  Lewi^bllrgside  cut,  the  sum 
of  §200,000,  from  which  sum  a  de- 
duction was  made  at  tlie  Treasury, 
for  payment  o!interest,of$4-l,576  14, 
leaving  a  balance  applicable  to  con- 
struction, of  §158,423  86 

Tliere  was  set  apart  for  this  line,  out  of 
the  appropriations  authorised  by  the 
act  nf  April  5tli,  1832,  of  jSJOO.OOO, 
'  the  Girard  legacy  of  §300,000, 


229,000  00 


470,007  90 
301,200  00 


the 
By  the  act  of  16th  February,  1833, there 

was  appropriated,  the  sum  of 
Appropriation  tor  the  present  year, 


Whole  amount  nf  available  funds  ap- 
propriated So  this  line,  $1,158,631  76 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Sections,  ?5S2,985  18 

Aqueducts  and  aqueduct 

sections,  112,305  81 

Dams  and  schutes,  132,877  30J 

Locks,  and  lock  sections,     112,198  83 

Culverts,  22,467  96 

Canal  and  towing  path 
bridges, 

Fence, 

Removals,  Ice, 

Miscellaneous  work, 

Lock  houses. 

Waste  wiers, 

Lewisbur?  side  cut. 

Engineering,  superinten- 
dence and  incidental 
ejtpenses, 


73,524  64i 

18  665  09 
4,389  06f 

36,060  55| 
5,545  23i 
3,289  07i 

29,246  40 


45,652 


Total  amount  paid, 


1,148,209  33i 


Balance  of  former  appropriations   on 

hand,  §10,422  42|- 


RECAPITULATION. 


Total    cost    of    Lycoming    line.  Bald 
Eagle  side  cut,  and  Lewisburg  side 


1,203,573  77^ 


Whole  amount  of  appropriations  to  the 

above  objects,  1,158,631  76 

Amount  required  to  complete,  §44,942  Oli 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  perceived  that  the 
amount  required  beyond  the  appropriations  to  complete 
the  Lycommg  line  and  Bald  Eagle  and  Lewisburg  side 
cuts,  is  §44,942  01|-.  This  apparent  discrepance  be- 
tween the  estimate  of  last  year,  and  the  actual  cost  as 
now  exhibited,  can  be  accounted  for  very  readily,  and 
I  hope  satisfactorily.  In  tlie  estimate  of  the  engineers, 
upon  which  the  last  report  was  predicated,  no  allow- 
ance was  made  for  necessary  repairs  of  jobs  which  had 
previously  been  completed,  nor  for  any  new  work  which 
might  incidentally  occur — the  allowance  for  five  per 
cent,  which  was  added  upon  the  balance  then  required 
to  complete,  being  barely  sufficient  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  engineering,  superintendence,  &c.  By  a  re- 
ference to  the  tabular  statements  accompanying  this 
report,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  work  done  at  repair- 
ing and  strengthening  jobs,  gravelling  dams,  rasing 
bridge  embankments  and  constructing  rip  r^ps  to  pro- 
tect against  the  river,  amounts  to  twenty-nine  thousand, 
three  hundred  and  sixteen  dollirs  and  ninety-seven 
cents — that  the  guard  gates  at  the  Blue  Uock,  near 
New  Liberty,  cost  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-seven dollars — that  the  bridges  and  culverts  erected 
across  ravines  in  Muncy  town,  authorized  to  be  built  by 
a  recent  resolution  of  the  Board,  amount  to  near  one 
thousand  Hollars — and  that  the  article  oF  iron,  cost  five 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars.  The 
aggregate  of  these  items  alone,  none  of  which  were  in- 
cluded in  my  last  year's  report,  amounts  to  more  than 
forty  thousand  dollars;  and  there  are  many  others  of  less 
amount,  to  which  it  is  unnecessary  here  to  refer.  The 
repairs  which  were  made,  and  the  new  work  directed 
since  the  last  appropriation  was  granted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, were  rendered  absolutely  requisite  by  the  effects 
of  the  spring  freshets;  and  a  due  regard  to  the  interests 
nf  the  Commonwealth  urged  their  comph  tion,  wliether 
there  were   a  sufficency  of  funds  provided   or  other- 

A  detailed  statement  shewing  the  amount  estimated, 
per  centage  retained,  and  amount  paid,  during  the  pre- 
sent year,  upon  e.ach  item  of  work  done  upon  the  Ly- 
coming line,  as  required  by  the  instructions  received 
through  your  secretaiy,  will  be  found  among  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  this  report;  and  also,  a  statement 
exhibiting  the  pay  and  the  amount  paid  to  each  officer 
and  agent  on  this  line  diu-ing  the  same  period;  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  Board  is  respectfully  referred. 

By  a  reference  to  the  documents  herewith  submitted, 
you  will  observe  that  the  amount  of  damages  paid  on 
the  West  Brach  division,  upon  offers  made  by  the  Board 
of  Canal  Commissioners,  and  awards  of  the  Board  of 
Appraisers,  during  the  ciurent  year,  is  three  thousand 
five  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents. 

The  reports  and  accompanying  tabular  statements  of 
James  D.  Harris  and  Robert  Faries,  Esquires,  principal 
engineers  on  the  West  Branch  division,  submitted  with 
this  report,  exhibit  in  detail  the  final  estimates  on  each 
section  and  item  of  incidental  work,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  contractors  and  the  various  prices.  They 
also  present  much  statistical  information,  in  relation  to 
the  public  works  upon  their  respective  divisions,  which 
I  trust  will  prove  satisfactory. 

In  the  amount  required  to  discharge  the  final  esti- 
mate upon  the  Lycoming  line,  as  exhibited  in  this  re- 
port, a  sum  necessary  for  the  protection  of  sections  No. 
9,  31,  and  lock  section  No.  4,  has  not  been  included; 
ecause,  the  canal  being  now  in  constant  navigable  or- 
der, it  seemed  to  mc  to  be  an  appropriate  charge 
pon  the  fund  for  repairs  ;  neither  has  any  allowance 
een  made  for  engineering,  superintendence  and  con- 
ingent  expenses  from  and  after  this  day.     Section  No. 
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31,  and  lock  section  No.  4,  are  located  near  the  river, 
and  since  the  admission  of  the  w.ater,  the  soaknge  I'lom 
the  canal  has  caused  the  banks  to  slip  between  tlie  tow- 
ing path  and  the  river;  th.rehy  rendering'  its  immediate 
protection  an  imperative  duty.  The  estimate  for  tlie 
completion  of  wliich  is  five  thousand  and  three  hundred 
dollars.  Section  No.  9  is  sontewliat  similarly  situated, 
except  that  the  public  road  passes  between  the  can»l 
and  the  river;  and  being  near  the  level  of  the  bottom  of 
the  canal  has  been  rendered  a  q 
so  that  the  preservation  of  the' 
plete  protection   of   the   canal,  require  that  the  bank 

should  be  well  secured  with  a  rip  rap  or  other  wall 

This    work  is  estimated  at  eleven   hundred  dollars '■ 

About  twelve  hundred  rods  of  fence  yet  remain  to  be 
completed,  which  have  nut  been  returned  in  the  final 
estimates.  If  the  fence  should  be  built  during  the  en- 
suing summer,  an  additional  sum  of  twelve  hundred 
dollars  will  be  required.  The  aggregate  of  these  sev- 
eral items  is  as  follow: 
Protecting  section  No.  31  and  lock  section 

No.  4,  S5,300 

Wall  on  section  No.  9,  1 

Fence,  1 


canal  for  milling  purposes  on  the  20lh  of  Srpten.ber 
last;  for  which  he  is  bound  to  p»y  to  the  Cnmmonwcallli 
the  sum  ot  one  hundred  and  twentj .five  dollars  per 
annum.  The  quantity  ora«  n  from  the  canal  is  four 
feet  in  width  and  lour  inches  in  heighth,  taken  fruni 
the  surface. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WM.    F.    PACKEH, 
Snp't  West  Blanch  div.  Venn,  canal. 
Cana/ Oj/i«,  Will  amspori,      > 
November  1,  1834.      S 


From  the  Lancaster  Union 
ADDUESS, 


Amount  required, 

I  cannot  conclude  this 
tention  of  the  Board  tc 
with  the  successful  issui 
on  the  West  Biaiich,  a- 
path  as  far  as  slack  watc 


report  without  turning  the  at- 
a  subject  so  closely  identified 
of  the   public   improvements 
the  constructit 
•  is  created  by 


slivered  before  the   .Mechanics'  Society,  of  this  city, 
on    Fridav'  evening,  the  first    instant,    by  Redmomj 

CONT-VGUIM,  Esq. 

Members  of  the  Mechanics'  Library  .issocialion: 
Having  residtdin  this   mv  adopted   city    for  a   few 
,100  i  year,    and  experienctd   much  kindness  and  civility  at 
1,200  !  your  hands,  I  would  have  been  an  a|)(istate  from  grati- 

I  tude  had  I  declined  partlcip.itiiig  in  the  transactions  of 

g7,60U  I  this  evening,  especially  as  tl  e  object  is  of  more  iniport- 

j  ance  to  the  interests  of  society  than  any  which  has  ever 

engaged  your  attention. 

Mechanics  of  the  city  of  Lancaster!  Yi.u  are  assem- 
bled to  promote  the  prosperity  of  an  Institution  friend- 
ot  a  towing  ;  ly  to  morals  and  the  arts.     Permit  me  to  tell  you  that 
pool  of  the  I  scientific  pursuits  are  not  incompatible  with  your  (Uiily 


feeder  dam,  at  the  head  of  the  Lycoming  line-  The  j  employments,  but  that  they  <xerci!-e  a  pc»ertul  inttu- 
height  of  the  dam  above  low  water  mark  is  eleven  feel  encc  on  those  who  encourage  their  growth;  not  only  as 
six  inches — which  afToi-ds  a  depth  of  four  feet  of  slack  a  means  of  improvement  in  your  respective  occupations, 
water  at  the  mouth  of  Queen's  run,  the  cnmmeticement  !  but  as  a  preservation  of  the  morals  ol  the  young, 
of  the  bituminous  coal  formation  in  the  Allegheny  moun  I  Mechanics'  Institutes  are  now  c<.nsiderecl  of  such  im- 
tain,  four  miles  Irom  the  dam.  Extensive  arrangements  '  portance  that  their  establishment  will  become  general, 
have  been  made  in  that  vicinity,  for  the  prosecution  of,  and  rot  a  town  or  city  in  the  Union  will  be  without  so 
an  energetic  trade  in  the  articles  of  iron  and  coal.  The  powerful  an  auxiliary  in  the  promotion  of  knowledge 
Boston  company   are   now  erecting  all  manner  of  iron  j  and  improvements  in  the  arts. 

manufactories  upon  Lick  run, in  sight  of  their  coal  mines.  It  will  be  my  aim  to  point  out  the  elevated  position, 
and  anticipate  at  no  distant  day  to  compete  successful-  it  was  intended  you  should  occupy  in  the  scale  of  hu- 
ly  with  foreign  dealers,  if  not  drive  them  from  our  I  man  society,  with  the  privileges  you  possess  under  our 
markets.  They  have  in  their  en  ploy  ihe  most  skilful  i  inestimable  Constitution,  which  makes  you  at  the  same 
of  mechanics!  and  an  amount  of  capital  which  will  ejia-  '  tii^e  the  boast  of  Kepublican  America,  and  the  envy  of 
ble  them  fairly  to  test  the  experiment.  The  tolls  which  I  Aristocratic  Europe.  I  am  awaie  of  the  responsibility 
will  arise  from  this  source  alone,  would  abundantly  jus- '  1  have  assumed,  and  may  the  genuine  spirit  of  benevo- 
tify  the  construction  of  the  proposed  towing  path — es-  j  lence  inspire  me  with  ihoughlsatlapted  to  my  purpose, 
pecially  as  two  thiids  of  the  expense  has  already  been  i  and  clothe  them  with  lan);uage  suitable  for  their  com- 
incurred  in  the  erection  of  the  dam.  That  there'should  j  prehension,  lest  1  fail  in  my  attempt  and  depress  the 
be  a  doubt  entertained  as  to  the  propriety  of  complet-  j  cause  it  was  my  intention  to  promote, 
ing  it  without  delay,  seems  to  me  most  singular.  One!  It  has  become  too  common  to  stigmatize  the  Mechani- 
of  the  primary  and  leading  objects  which  induced  the  [  cal  class  of  the  community  by  ranking  them  far  below 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  upon  the  West  Branch  j  that  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  who  make  a  living 
canal,  was  the  accommodation  of  the  bituminous  coal  1  without  manual  labor.  This  is  incorrici,  and  an  evident 
trade;  then  what  good  reason  can  be  urged  for  complet-  !  mistake  From  the  productive  or  operative  class,  ma- 
inglhe  improvements  to  a  point  within  five  miles  of  i  ny  of  our  most  eminent  and  distinguished  Public  Char 
their  greatest  source  of  tonnage,  create  a  slack  water  I  acters  have  originated,  found 
the  remainder  of  the    distance,  and   debar   the    piibf  '  ,    '  " 

from  the  use  of  it  by  refusing  to  construct  a  towing  I  done  so?  Is  the  occupation  of  the  Mechanic  incomp 
path.  Such  a  course  is  tepugnant  to  every  principle  of  tible  with  intelligence?  Can  the  accident  of  their  birth 
public  policy,  and  destrcutive  to  the  individual  interests  :  render  them  less  meritorious?  Has  nature  given  them 
of  all  who  have  made  investments  in  the  coal  region.       '  strength  of  body,  muscular  aclivi'y  and  physical  pow- 

The  only  new  work  now  progressing  upon  the  old  ;  ers,  but  denied  an  intelligent  principle  to  call  them  into 
line  under  my  superintendence,  is  the  erection  of  a  :  action?  Has  nature  neglected  to  bestow  on  them_a 
weigh-Iock  at  Northumberland;  the  whole  cost  of  which  ;  capacity  to  receive  or  im|      "    "  '  "" 

including  scales  and  weighing  apparatus,  is  est. mated  tended  by  a  beneficent  C; 
at  twelve  thousand  six  hundred  dollars,  u|)on  which  |  sue  the  e 
three  thousand  dollars  have  been  paid,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance of  nine  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  yet  to  be 
provided  for,  and  as  the  fund  applicable  to  this  work 
is  entirely  exhausted,  an  early  spproptiation  is  re^ 
quired. 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Ca- 
pal  Commissioners,  George  Eckert  of  Milton,  Norlhum 
berland  county,  was  permitted  to  take  water  from  the 


f  their  own  lui tunes 
and  public  beneTactors-and  why  should  they  not  have 


lat  they  slu  uld  pur- 
...  plo^ment  of  tl  elr  fathers,  without  any  im- 
nt  in  their  occupation  ormoral  condition.  Who 
mtnt  could  entertain  such  illiberal  opinions? — 
n  Europe  the  expression  Mechanic,  is  frequently  ap- 
)lied  as  a  term  of  reproach;  and  compileis  of  dictiona- 
ies,  with  singular  inadvertency  to  our  republican  insti- 
utions  and  the  respectable  position  the  Mechanics  of 
he  U.  States  occupy  in  SLciet\ ,  have  bestowed  on  it 
he  same  ungenerous  and  undeserved  definition.     I  do 


prove 
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not  stand  here  as  the  advocate  of  the  Mechanic — he  re- 
quires no  advocate — fov  the^mericun  Mechtinic  conscious 
of  his  rights,  firmly  asserts  and  fearlessly  ntaintains  them. 
In  America  the  aspirant  for  distinction,  meets  with  no 
opposition,  he  has  only  to  assert  his  rights,  il  he  desires 
their  enjoyment.  If  Mechanics  be  noi  esteemed  alike, 
the  fault  is  their  own;  for  the  members  of  every  profes- 
sion, trade  or  avocation,  t.ike  their  station  in  society  by 
their  own  personal  merils;  for  "TVorth  makes  Che  JMan 
and  want  of  it  the  Fellow."  Of  this  troth,  my  fellow 
citizens  be  persuaded.  The  very  reputation  of  your 
city  depends  on  y(m — you  can  render  it,  by  your  en- 
deavors, illustrious  for  its  virtue,  or  nnlorious  for  its 
immorality.  Do  any  of  you  neglect  your  work,  offend 
your  customers,  or  sully  your  repulalion,  if  not,  llien 
indeed,  are  ye  superior  to  any  other  denomination  in 
the  land. 

Do  you  hold  that  situaiinn  in  society  which  your  im- 
portance entitles  you  to  fill — if  not,  then  lake  that  posi- 
tion which  God  and  man  intended  you  should  occupy. 
Are  you  fully  sensible  ot  the  advantag-eous  place  you 
are  destined  to  fiil  in  this  favored  land?  Endeavor  first 
to  obtain  the  respect  of  your  fellow  men,  then  will  you 
acquire  self-rrspect,  and  it  is  accomplished.  Discharge 
your  duties  as  citizens.as  heads  of  families,  and  as  guar- 
dians with  fidelity.  IJemember  there  is  no  hereditary 
d  stinction  in  America;  all  classes  can  acquire  property 
by  their  industry,  and  they  who  thus  acquire  it,  will  be 
the  most  respected.  He  who  is  most  industrious,  will 
be  the  mn.st  successful,  and  the  elevation  of  his  moral 
character  will  secure  to  him  the  confidence  of  the  pub- 
lic. An  eminent  statesman  jitstly  remarked  "That  me- 
chanic arts  restrained  men  from  the  commission  of 
crime,  by  placinEf  within  their  reach  a  pleas'ug  employ- 
ment, w  ih  a  certain  prospect  of  making  them  inde- 
pendent." 

Mechanics!  When  a  youth  applies  himself  assiduous- 
ly throughout  the  day,  has  he  rot  strong  claims  on  your 
protectitiii?  Will  not  the  general  character  of  your  ap- 
prentices iticrease  or  diminish  your i'eputatioti?  Be  as- 
sured that  you  cannot  liav^  a  more  powerful  operator  ' 
in  the  improvement  of  their  morals,  than  a  Mechanics'  I 
Library.  There  youth  of  genial  and  kindred  disposi- 
tions meet,  their  social  intercmtrse  strengthens  the  mo-  i 
ral  bond  of  union,  the  best  feelings  of  the  heart  are 
awakened  and  uige  them  on  to  virtue. 

Be  vigilant,  watch  over  your  apprentices,  even  as 
you  would  jour  own  children,  in  the  evening,  aye  ! 
in  the  night,  fnr  ye  know  not  what  .seductive  influence  | 
mav  tempt  them  on  to  luin.  Preserve  their  morals, 
and'  in  af  er  life  they  will  see  cause  to  bless  you  for  the  | 
act;  and  when  you  beliold  them  respected  in  society,  ' 
from  their  moral  conduct,  your  hearts  will  whisper  in  | 
"a  small  still  voice,"  That  they  owe  to  you.  'i'hus  will  ; 
you  be  rewarded.  | 

Ye  siu-ely  cannot  be  indiflTerent  to  the  moral  reputa- 
tion of  your  apprenticrs.  Listen— a  fond  mother,  in 
generous  cor.fidence,  entrusted  to  a  mechanic  her  oidy  i 
son.  At  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  service,  the  sun  [ 
was  restored  to  his  widowed  mother, — but  how  restored?  I 
When  he  became  an  apprentice  h.e  was  young,  innocent 
and  happy,  but  he  returned  with  a  broken  constitution,  | 
an  irritable  temper,  a  dissatisfied  spirit  and  a  dissipated  j 
habit; — when  he  met  his  mother  it  was  with  chilling  i 
reserve — his  affection  for  her  was  extinguislied,  he  felt  I 
her  presence  a  restraint  upon  his  vicious  inclinations, 
and  he  left  her  humble  dwelling  never  to  return. — 
What  could  compensate  that  mother  for  the  loss  she  j 
thus  sustained'  Was  the  wound  inflicted  on  her  heart  j 
e'er  healed?  Ah  no!  Too  deep  was  the  wound — it 
rankled  and  sent  her  to  an  earlier  grave. 

Do  your  hearts  shrink  from  this  picture  ot  my  fancy? 
Then  be  it  your  charge  that  it  never  happen. 

Public  opinion  by  its  force  can  sustain  good  morals. 
Whatever  militates  against  the  peace  of  .society,  ought 
from  you  to  receive  no  countenance.  The  morals  of 
society  are  in  your  power,  sustain  them,  and  an    ap- 


proving conscience  will  be  your  best  reward.  Give 
your  support  to  the  Mechanics'  Association;  unite  and 
persevere  in  the  good  work,  and  your  efforts  will  be 
crowned  with  success.  Would  it  not  be  derogatory  to 
your  intelligence  and  the  reputation  of  your  city,  to  suf- 
fer this  society  to  languish  from  a  want  of  united  effort 
in  its  support?  The  united  exertions  of  a  hundred 
members  u'oiild  do  more  good  to  the  cause  of  morality, 
than  the  efforts  of  a  thousand  individuals  acting  without 
concert,  can  possibly  accomplish.  By  the  science  of 
Mechanics,  is  meant  the  power  of  motion,  regulated  by 
geometrical  precision.  This  shows  the  relation  be- 
tween Mathematics  and  the  Mechanicism.  It  is  this 
noble  science  that  renders  the  elementary  principles  of 
nature  subservient  to  the  purposes  of  men.  By  whom 
are  labor-saving  machines  invented?  By  the  man  who 
requires  their  use.  By  whom  are  the  arts  improved.' 
By  him,  wlio,  suffering  from  their  defects,  invents  a 
remedy.  He  reads;  reading  teaches  him  to  think;  the 
stoies  of  his  mind  are  increased;  he  studies  his  art,  and 
his  mind  will  soon  invent  an  improvement  for  himself  to 
practice — he  takes  reason  for  his  guide,  and  some  times 
profits,  as  a  Newton  did,  from  an  accident. 

Without  the  plough  and  theanvil,  what  would  be  the 
condition  of  society? 

Without  the  loom  and  the  spindle,  what  would  be 
the  texture  of  your  clothes? 

Without  the  mill,  what  would  be  the  quality  of  your 
bread? 

Without  the  tanning  process  what  would  be  the  state 
of  your  leather? 

Without  the  dying  process,  what  would  constitute 
the  ornamental  coloring  of  dress? 

In  fact,  without  the  Mechanic  Arts,  where  would  be 
your  towns  and  your  cities — your  comforts,  luxuries  and 
all  the  elegancies  of  life?  The  inhabitants  of  the  air,  of 
the  forest  and  of  the  sea,  would  have  remained  undis- 
ttjrbed  in  their  possessions,  had  not  the  mechanic  arts 
sed  instruments  for  their  de.strudion. 

Without  vessels,  where  would  be  your  commerce? — 
And  without  commerce,  on  what  would  rest  the  hope 
of  Christ  iatiizing  the  world? 

What  a  powerful  engine  the  printing  press  has  be- 
come, in  the  dissemination  of  improvements  in  the  arts. 
How  many  inventions  have  been  made  known,  how 
many  rejected.  What  infinite  advantages  have  result- 
ed to  society  from  the  invent  on  of  the  printing  press 
alone.  The  Constitittion  of  Pennsylvan  a  declares, 
"That  the  printing  presses  shall  be  free."  "The  free 
communication  of  thoughts  and  opinions  is  one  of  the 
invaluable  rights  of  man."  "Every  ctizen  may  freely 
speak,  write  and  print  on  any  subject,  being  responsi- 
ble for  that  li!  erty."  Such  is  the  l.inguage  of  your 
Constitution. 

Newspapers  abound  in  the  U.  Slates.  They  are  not 
subjected  to  stamp  duty,  ate  cheap,  and  their  execution 
hig'hly  creditable  to  the  Mechanic.  The  demand  for 
newspapers  is  great,  for  they  are  read  by  all  our  citi- 
zens. Newspapers  are  the  vehicles  br.tli  of  useful  and 
poliiicaliiiformation.  1  he  pre-s  in  the  United  Stales 
possesses  an  influence  unexampled  in  other  nations. 

.Mechanics!  The  world  is  much  indebted  to  your  in- 
dustry, to  your  skill  and  to  your  invention.  How  im- 
portant then  is  the  station  you  occupy  in  society. 

Scarcely  was  the  axe  applied  to  the  trees  in  the  first 
settlementof  Pennsylvania,  when  William  Bradford  es- 
tablished a  printing  "press  at  Kensington,  then  a  flourish- 
ing village  near  Philadelphia.  The  first  paper  mill  in 
Penns\Ivania  was  erected  in  the  Gi  rman  settlement, 
near  Philadelphia,  as  early  as  1694.  Andrew  Bradford 
published  the  first  newspaper  in  Philadelphia,  on  De- 
cember, the  22d,  1719,  called  "The  American  Weekly 
Mercury." 

Shall'l  recall  to  your  memory,  Thomas  Godfrey,  the 
inventor  of  the  Quadrant.  He  was  originally  a  glazier, 
but  made  himself  a  mathematician;  he  taught  himself 
Latin,  that  he  might  read  and   study  ths   principia   of 
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Newton,  and  devoted  his  whole  time  to  Mathcmiilics, 
to  the  prejudice  of  his  health  and  fortune.  He  died 
early  in  life,  and  Hadley,  an  Enijlishman,  had  the  merit 
of  the  Invention. 

David  Uitlenhouse,  an  eminent  mechanician,  with  a 
mind  of  superior  organization — in  1768,  he  completed 
an  orrery,  which  justly  ranked  with  any  work  of  human 
genius  the  inventive  powers  of  man  ever  produced. — 
With  the  nanies  of  Robert  Fulton  and  Oliver  Evans,are 
associated  the  present  highly  improved  state  of  machi- 
nery, by  the  application  of  the  wonderful  power  of 
steam.  Those  gentlemen  originated  what  has  since 
been  so  successfully  practiced.  Permit  me  to  extend 
your  attention  to  those  splendid  edifices  in  our  state, 
whose  chasteness  in  design  and  excellence  in  execu- 
tion, will  perpetuate  the  fume  of  their  architects.  The 
Lutheran  church,  with  its  lofty  steeple  indicates  that 
the  Lancasterians  of  an  earlier  day  aspired  to  distinc- 
tion. I  could  mention  men  of  this  city,  skilled  in  me- 
bhanlsm,  whose  names  ought  to  be  recorded  in  her 
brightest  annals,  as  public  benefactors,  whose  lives  are 
devoted  to  the  improvement  of  the  arts  ;  but  delicacy 
forbids,  for  they  may  be  present. 

Washington,  Jefferson  and  Paine  were  the  political 
architects  of  the  Rights  of  iMan. 

William  Penn  was  the  architect  of  Religious  Liberty. 

Benjamin  Franklin  the  LitiPary  architect. 

And  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  the  architect  of  the  Fine 
Arts  in  Pennsylvania. 

Beyond  the  .\tlantic,  the  American  beholds  nations 
which  have  reached  their  acme;  wherever  his  eyes  rest, 
a  theme  for  reflection  is  presented;  with  reverential 
awe,  he  sees  the  remains  of  the  arts  of  other  years. — 
Nations  and  cities,once  prosperous,  now  live  only  on 
the  historic  page.  The  cities  Of  Pompeii  and  Hercula- 
heum  were  buried  by  lava,  in  the  year  79,  and  their 
works  of  huiTlan  ingenuity  and  skill  quietly  reposed  for 
ages,  and  were  thus  preserved  from  the  ravages  of  the 
invaders  of  Italy.  These  cities  have  recently  been  dis- 
bovered,  and  denote  a  height  of  grandeur,  a  magnifi- 
cence in  architecture,  a  purity  in  design,  a  skill  in  exe- 
cution, and  a  luxury  of  living,  even  in  that  distant  pe- 
riod, that  the  most  enlightened  at  the  present  time, 
would  hardly  have  supposed. 

Where  is  Egypt?  Extinct  ag  a  nation — her  Pyramids, 
the  work  of  art,  survive. 

Greece,  once  splendid  in  genius  and  admirable  in  arts, 
tiow  abject  and  debased. 

Who  is  unacquainted  with  the  characters  of  those 
distinguished  Romans  who  lived  when  Rome  was  free- 
Where  can  you  find  more  pathetic  examples  of  ma- 
ternal love,  paternal  affection,  filial  piety  and  love  of 
country,  than  in  the  brighest  days  of  that  republic — 
they  will  ever  adorn  the  historic  page.  When  Rome 
lost  her  freedom,  her  virtue  also  perished;  when  she  lost 
her  liberty,  she  lost  the  principle  of  her  vitality. 

Which  of  her  degenerate  sons,  in  modern  Rome  will 
grace  the  future  pages  of  her  history?  Not  one.  Fel- 
low-citizens, be  her  fate  a  beacon  for  the  preservation 
of  your  free  institutions.  Would  you  behold  Egypt — 
visit  her  Catacombs. 

The  arts  of  Greece  have  perished — specimens  are 
now  only  to  be  found. 

The  statues  of  ancient  Rome  are  dispersed  through- 
out the  world.  In  Europe  the  state  of  society  is  wide- 
ly different  from  that  in  the  United  States.  There 
Monarchs  still  govern,  and  there  aristocracy  still  pre- 
vails; but  the  attachment  of  the  peasant  to  the  king  has 
been  weakened,  the  diilne  right  of  kings  has  lost  its 
charm;  the  people  are  struggling  for  their  rights;  to 
what  cause  is  this  change  to  be  attributed'  To  the  free 
operation  of  the  human  mind  in  America,  to  the  march 
of  reason;  to  the  influence  of  our  free  institutions;  to 
the  establishment  of  mechanic  institutes;  to  the  progress 
of  knowledge  and  improvements  in  the  arts.  Man  in 
this  happy  land  is  in  full  possession  of  all  his  rights,  the 
chief  of  which  is  freedom  of  religious  opinions.  Man  is 
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authorised  to  worship  GoJ  according  to  the  dictatei 
of  his  own  conscience;  this  is  a  security  for  the  perform- 
ance of  his  moral  obllgationii,  by  thus  making  it  his  in- 
terest to  support  the  Constitution. 

Tlie  Constitution  sactions  all  the  frccilom  of  worship 
necessary  for  the  promotion  of  the  happln.ss  of  man. 
and  the  safety  of  the  government;  therefore  the  citizen 
feels  conscious  of  his  superiority  over  man  of  by-gone 
years — he  possesses  the  right  of  acquiring  landed  pro- 
perty—the right  of  holding  it  in  perpetuity,  and  the 
right  of  its  free  disposal.  Freedom  of  election  is  a  vital 
principle  in  our  Republic.  The  right  of  sud'rage  in  a 
government  like  ours,  is  an  invaluable  right — its  exer- 
cise gives  energy  to  man  and  dignity  to  human  nature, 
and  cannot  be  too  highly  prized.  \n  the  spirit  of  tile 
Constitution,  the  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  of 
the  citizen,  are  held  s.icred,  immutable  and  inviolate, 
and  especially  the  right  of  worshiping  Gorl  according 
to  the  dictates  of  conscience,  and  the  right  of  voting 
freely  and  unbiassed 

Submission  to  the  will  of  the  majority  is  the  basis  of 
all  free  governments;  it  is  the  christian's  precept;  it  I* 
the  christian's  practice.  However  excited  a  citizen  may 
be  previous  to  an  election,  the  moment  the  result  is  as- 
certained, he  yields  tu  the  popular  will,  thus  constitu- 
tionally expressed.  Freedom  in  the  choice  of  those  who 
make  and  execute  the  laws,  is  necessary  for  our  com- 
mon safity,  and  the  People  possess  this  right.  It  is  i. 
right  secured  to  them  by  the  Constitution— a  right  that 
cannot  be  impaired.  The  majority  who  made  a  law, 
and  the  minority  who  opposed  its  passage,  are  all  equal- 
ly bound  by  its  enactments.  The  minority  always  sub- 
tiiit  to  the  majority.  Good  order  necessarily  must  re- 
sult from  such  an  arrangement. 

Trial  by  Jury  is  the  boasted  privilege  of  every  Ame- 
rican. It' was  the  best  feature  in  the  English  Constitu- 
tion, and  was  wisely  incorporated  in  our  own.  Trial 
by  Jury  Is  essential  to  all  free  governments.  Jurors 
are  the  judges  in  all  cases,  where  the  life,  property, 
and  what  is  dearer  than  life,  where  the  reputation  of 
the  citizen  is  involved.  If  Jurors  be  selected  from  the 
disinterested,  and  the  unprejudiced — from  the  unbias- 
sed and  the  impartial,  it  will  tend  to  the  advancement 
of  truth  and  the  promotion  of  public  justice.  Such  are 
the  privileges  that  you  possess  under  our  inestimable 
Constitution. 

Remember  that  the  independence  of  the  Judiciary  i3 
the  bulwark  of  your  Liberties. 

To  whatever  part  of  Pennsylvania  you  look,  improve- 
ments are  beheld— Arts  and  Sciences  are  advancmg— 
a  moral  influence  is  spreading  over  the  whole  commu- 
nity, which  operates  silently,  but  not  unseen,  most 
beneficially  and  wisely. 

Man  is  a  social  being,  a  member  of  a  large  society, 
and  it  is  his  duty  to  aid  his  fellow  man  as  far  as  practi- 
cable. The  philanthropist  distinguishes  himself  by  h\i 
benevolence.  The  patriot  distinguishes  himself  in  h\i 
public  conduct  by  his  disinterestedness;  but  every  citi- 
zen ought  to  be  a  philanthropist;  every  citizen  ought  to 
be  a  patriot.  , 

There  is  a  striking  difference  betweeil  Man  and  the 
brute  — the  brute  eats  and  drinks  until  he  is  satisfied, 
then  rests  until  hunger  or  thirst  require  a  repetition; 
but  man  possesses  within  him  a  restless  spirit— he  may 
eat  and  drink,  but  still  he  will  not  be  satisfied,  he  has 
an  indefinable  want  to  gratify,  he  craves  for  something 
for  himself  unknown-no  matter  with  what  talents  he 
m.av  be  endued— no  matter  with  what  properly  he  may 
be  enriched-no  matter  with  what  popularity  he  may 
be  attended-no  matter  how  prosperous  may  be  his 
condition,  there  will  still  be  a  desire  to  gratify.  Such 
is  man!  Always  pursijlng,  seldom  successful- always 
wanting,  but  never  satisfied. 

Occup.atlon  therefore,  is  necessary  for  man.  Em- 
ployment is  essential  fur  his  happiness.  ,     ,.      . 

Whv  is  it  that  mechanics  are  intelligent?  It  arises 
from  the  arts,  compelling  them  to  live  in  towns  and 
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cities,  in  social  intercourse,  for  social  intercourse  pro-  representatives,  and  as  these  retain  their  credit,  so  is 
motes  a  diffusion  of  knowledge.  the  mechanic  benefitted  in  proportion:  a  sound  nationa-1 

Why  is  it  that  the  farmers  in  Pennsylvania  are  more  currency  being  always  necessary  to  ensure  the  perma- 
intelligent  than  those  of  Europe?     The  answer  is  ohvi-    nency  of  the  nation. 

tius;  because  they  are  more  abundantly  supplied  with  Fellow-citizens!  If  you  only  could  be  made  sensible 
the  means  of  life,  and  their  education  qualifies  them  to  of  the  blessings  you  possess,  you  would  hug  them  with 
mix  in  the  social  circles,  in  towns  and  cities,  from  which  delight,  and  not  hghtly  throw  them  from  your  grasp, 
they  derive  both  instruction  and  amusement.  Examine  the  splendid    works  of  creation,  behold  the 

Where  every  one  applies  himself  to  a  distinct  em-  innumerable  sources  of  human  happiness  within  your 
ployment,  the  people  will  become  civilized,  the  country  |  reach,  then  ask  yourselves,  if  you  abstain  from  a  few,  a 
cultivated,  good  roads  wilt  lead  from  prosperous  towns 


._  vealthy  cities,  and  commerce,  agriculture  and 
factures  will  flourish.     Men  too  frequently  desire  to  be 
rich— the  richest  people  are  not  the  happiest,  and  the 
wealthiest  nation  is  not  the  most  prosperous.     The  se- 
curity which    government  gives  to   property,  renders 
labor  most  productive  by  operating  as  a  stimulus  to  in- 
dustry, and  invention;  hence  patent  rights  ought  to  be 
.  so  regulated  as  to   secure   to  the  inventor  of  any  im- 
provement in  the  arts,  the  benefit  resulting  from  his  in- 
vention.    If  a  new  process  be  discovered  which  renders 
labor  easier  and  less  expensive,  the  article  manrifaetur- 
ed  can  be  sold  at  a  less   price,  and   the  low  price  will 
enable  a  greater  number  of  persons  to  become  purclias 
ers,  and  thus  the   demand  is  increased.     It  is   capital 
which  gives  employment  and  in  a  free  government  like 
ours.it  is  good  poficy  to  give  employment  to  thousands, 
in  making  rail  roads,  canals,  bridges  and  in  the   erec- 
tion of  public  edifices;  capital  ought  to  be  kept  actively 
employed;   remember  too,  that   credit  is   capital,  and 
much   can   be  accomplished  by  its   means.     What  is 
meant  by  wealth?     It  is  the  power   which  a  man  pos- 
sesses of  acquiring  what  is  necessary,  useful,  convenient, 
ornamental  or  curious.     The  means  of  employing  labor 
and  the  means  of  purchasing  the  products  of  labor  are 
necessary  in  their  respective  proportions  to  the  prosper- 
ous condition   of  society.     The   greater  the  excess  of 
labor  above  its  cost,  the  greater  are  the  means  of  accu- 
mulation.    Instead  of  leaving  your  capital  remain  inac- 
tive as  it  flows  in,  it  ought  to  be  spent   as  long  as  its 
expenditure  tends  to  its  increase.     Business  to  prosper 
must  admit  of  a  liberal  expenditure,  your  work  shops 
— your    Implements,  your    machinery,   your    houses, 
your   farms,  your   vessels,  your  mills,  &c.  all  must  be 
kept  in  good  order.     The  price   of  an  article  depends 
npon  the  quantity  offered  for  sale  and  the  demand;  the 
greater  the  demand  the  greater  will  be  the  price — the 
greater  will  be  the  profit.     It  results  from  this  that  pro- 
fit is   the  true   patron   of  industry;   for  throw  a  damp 
upon  a  sale  of  an  article  and  where  would  be  your  zeal, 
your  enterprise,  jour  energy  or  your  exertion.    There 
must  be  no  excess  of  production — if  the  product  of  la- 
bor exceed  the  demand — it  remains  in  the  houses  of  the 
producer  'o  his  injury,  for  if  he  cannot  dispose  of  th( 
product  of  his  labor — where  will  be  the  means  to  l.ve 
a  ready  sale  is  therefore   necessary  to  stimulate  exer 
tion.     The  moment  a  product  of  labor  ceases  to  obtain 
money   or  its   equivalent   in   exchange,  such   product 
ceases  to  be  wealth.     Labor,  therefore,  to  be  produc- 
tive must  produce  its  value  in  money  or  its  equivalent. 
An  excess  of  an  article  where  it  cannot  sell,  instead  of 
a  gain   is  an  actual  loss.     The  true  interest  of  labor  is 
to  supply  the  necessaries  before  it  attempts  tlie  luxu- 
ries.    As  laborers   must   be  fed  from   the  productive 
capitalist  to  the  productive  laborer  and   he  who  is  fed 
the  best  at  the  least  expense  will  be  the  most  prosper- 
ous. 

The  materials  which  constitute  wealth  are  inthe  earth 
and  man  by  his  industry,  can  transform  them  into  mr.- 
ney,  by  their  modification,  division  or  combination,  into 
such  forms  as  to  render  them  susceptible  of  utility. — 
That  labor  will  always  be  the  most  valuable  which  is 
employed  in  the  most  useful  objects,  but  works  of  cu- 
riosity, and  of  ornament  will  also  command  purchasers. 
It  was  necessary  that  man  should  receive  an  equivalent 
for  his  labor;  this  was  coin,  but  as  coin 
nient  for  carriage,  bank  notes  were  substituted  as  its 


few,  will  you  not  have  innumerable  comforts  left. 
For  be  assured,  if  all  are  partaken,  man's  portion  in 
this  world,  must  be  misery  and  ruin,  and  he  who  seeks 
them  wilfully,  seeks  his  own  destruction. 

Take  a  view  of  the  Internal  Improvements  in  Penn- 
sylvania, behold  her  canals  and  rail  roads  in  successful 
experiment,  look  at  the  various  useful  inventions  for 
the  benefit  of  man,  see  the  emigrants  bending  their 
way  to  the  forests,  behold  the  wilderness  converted  to 
cultivated  fields,  and  the  cabin  of  the  hunter  into  the 
substantial  farmer's  dwelling.  And  shall  we  neglect 
the  more  important  culture  of  the  mind'— that  mind 
which  all  possess,  and  which  may  either  prove  a  bane 
or  happiness.  To  mothers  are  youth  indebted  for  the 
first  impulse;  "as  the  twig  is  bent,  so  is  the  tree  inclin- 
ed." The  cultivation  of  Flowers  is  a  pleasing  and  ra- 
tional occupation,  but  judgment  is  required  in  selecting 
the  nutriment  proper  for  each  plant,  if  this  be  adapted, 
then  the  plant  thrives  .and  a  beautiful  bloom  will  be  the 
rich  reward.  Thus  it  is  with  youth — each  disposition 
needs  to  be  studied;  some  inclinations  checked,  others 
encouraged.  True,  most  true  is  the  remark  that  every 
distinguished  man  was  indebted  to  his  mother  for  his 
advancement.  Mothers  may  learn  from  this,  how  muck 
on  them  their  children's  future  happiness  depends. — 
Check  then  the  growth  of  weeds  in  childhood,  and  cul- 
tivate  the  useful  germ — protect  their  morals;  teach 
them  their  duties;  much  depends  on  obedience;  teach 
them  early  to  obey;  require  them  to  be  punctual  and 
regular  in  their  habits;  and  implant  it  on  their  minds, 
tliat  promises  ought  to  beheld  sacred  and  neither  to  be 
made  nor  broken  lightly. 

Mechanics!  When  you  apply  for  apprentices,  you 
require  that  they  shall  be  honest,  diligent,  obedient, 
and  in  fact  strictly  moral.  Is  it  not  incumbent  on  you 
to  keep  them  moral;  remember  you  have  taken  them  ■ 
from  their  parents  or  their  natural  protectors,  and 
you  now  stand  to  them  in  the  relation  of  guardians. — 
This  is  a  highly  responsible  trust,  and  ought  to  be  most 
conscientiously  discharged.  You  enjoy  the  benefit  of 
their  labor.  Are  they  to  receive  merely  clothes  and  food 
for  their  services.'  is  nothing  more  required?  yes — their 
future  char.icter,  their  future  usefiilncss  depends  on 
you.  It  is  the  most  critical  period  of  their  lives;  as  you 
discharge  your  duty  to  them,  so  will  their  future  lives 
be  stained  by  vicious  propensities,  or  adorned  by  vir- 
tuous inclinations.  Far  is  it  from  my  intention  to  de- 
stroy the  heart  speaking  gaiety  of  innocent  youth,  but 
merely  to  recommend  that  the  exuberant  spirits  be  re- 
strained within  prudential  limits.  I  know  the  youth  of 
Lancaster — I  know  that  they  possess  kind,  warm,  and 
grateful  hearts;  but  youth  are  not  perfect,  nor  can  they 
be  expected  to  possess  a  greater  share  of  prudence  than 
naturally  falls  to  their  lot.  However  excellent  their 
dispositions,  by  your  counsel  or  negligence,  they  may 
be  diverted  to  good  or  evil,  according  to  the  character 
of  their  companions.  Remember  that  a  competent 
knowledge  of  your  business,  will  never  compensate  for 
the  loss  of  morals;  that  these  youth  may  be  husbands 
and  fathers,  and  therefore,  they  should  possess  the  re- 
quisite qualifications  for  domestic  happiness.  Whatev- 
er, therefore,  can  best  preserve  or  improve  their  moral 
character,  ought  to  have  your  approbation.  If  the  Me- 
chanics' Library  can  in  any  degree  tend  to  such  a  re- 
sult, then  is  it  incumbent  on  you  to  encourage  it  by 
your  example,  your  influence  and  your  purses.  It  is 
impossible  to  be  engaged   in  the  transactions  of  th« 
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•society,  without  imbibin;;  a  portion  of  the  moral  prin- 
ciple by  which  it  is  influenced,  and  without  acquiring- a 
deeper  sense  of  its  practical  utility.   Example  isa  school 
for  man,  and  sume  men  will  learn  in  no  other  school. — 
The  example  has  been   set,   let   it  be    followed,  and 
strength  will  be  given  to   your  ordinances,  and  your 
city  will  be  respected  abroad,  for  its  moral  reputation. 
Teach    youth  under  your  care,   libeiality  of  opinion — 
to   think  justly  of  all  men,  and  not   to  persecute  any 
man,  for  either  his  religious  or  political   opinions;  but 
above  all  things,  to  beware  of  the  exciting  subject  of 
slavery.     Be  it  your  task  to  iiistil  into  the  youthful  mind  j 
the  peculiar  tenets  of  your  sect  to   which  you  respec- 
tively belong — but  beware!   plant  no  prejudice  against 
others;  remember  that  religion  teaches  us  to  love  one 
another;  its  professed  object  is  to  unite  :ill  munkind  in 
one  harmonious  society.     Guard  youth,  therefore,  from 
imbibing  a  spirit  of  intolerance,  exc'.tement,  and  perse- 
cution'  in  religion.     If  the  library  contains  any  books 
that  would  produce  an  action  unfriendly  to  these  prin- 
ciples, let  it  be  your  duty  to  remove  them,  lest  lliey  ex-  i 
cite  a  spirit  of  resentment  or  hostility,  which  is  incom- 
patible with  true  religion.     This  is  an  age  of  improve- 
ment, and  though  much  has  been  acquired,  there  is  still 
much  to  learn-    Chemistry  is  every  day  explaining  mys- 
teries of  nature.     Americans  have  surpassed  all  foreign 
competitors  in  the  march  of  enterprize.     Inventions  are 
constantly  made   known  througli  the  medium  of  the 
press,     Silliman's  Journal  of  Arts  and  Sciences.has  sus- 
tained a  high  reputation  in  Europe  and  in  America.     It  ; 
excels  in  usefulness,   all  other  publications  of  a  similar 
object.     The  Mechanics'   Magazine  is  a  periodical  of 
good  repute,  and  worthy  the  perusal  of  tiie  mechanic- 
ian.    The  Journa'l  of  the  Franklin  Institute  is  conduct-  i 
ed  with  ability,  at.d  always  can  be  consulted  with  profit 
Inventions   and  in.provements  in    the   arts,  are  made  [ 
known   through  these   popular    publications.      These 
works  in  your  1  brary,  can  always  be  examined  by  the 
youthful  mechanic,  who  seeks  for  instruction  witli  ad- 
vant.ige.     The  apprentice  ought  to  have  access  to  eve- 
ry  publication  connected   with  arts,   (I  was  goiiig   to 
say)  that  he  may  learn  what  genius  has  done  for  man; 
rather,  let  me  say,  what  induitry  and  skill  h;ive  enabled 
man  to  accomplish,  for  genius  too  frequently  misapplies 
her  talents-     Man,  however  learned,  may  be  an  unfit 
instructor  for  youth.     Tew,   very  few  possess  the  re-  ■ 
quisite  talent.     '1  he  teacher  who  can  communicate  his 
thoughts,  so  as  readily  to  be  understood  by  his  pupil,  \ 
will  ever  be  the  most  successful.     As  this  remark  ap- 
plies to  teacher?,  so  also  to  books.     It  is  not  every  wri- 
ter who  can  make  himself  understood,  therefore  judg- 
ment is  required  in  the  selection  of  books  for  the  libra- 
ry.    These  being  adapted  for  the  improvement  of  the 
apprentice,  he  will   enhance   his  reputation,   by  an  in- 
crease of  knowledge  in  his   occupation,   and  industry 
will  enable   him  to  overcome  each  opposing  obstacle, 
and  success   will  yield  him    that  tianquillity  of  mind, 
whicli  is  always   enjoyed  by  the  architect,  of  his  own 
fortune.     Occupation  is   the  genuine  secret  of  human  ' 
happiness.     Youth  require   occupation,  for  if  not  em-  , 
ployed  usefully,  they  may  be  engaged  to  their  disad- 
vantage.    Let  them  avoid  the  society  of  the  depraved, 
the  idle,  and  the  immoral;  vice   In   youth  is  frequently  j 
captivating,  lovely  and  attractive,  but  in  old  age  hide- 
ous, deformed  and    repulsive.     By  making  use  of  the 
library,  a  beauteous  world  is   expanded  to  view,  new 
thoughts  are  created  in  the  mind,  the  mental  powers; 
expand  and  eleva'e  the  soul,  and  a   youth   becomes  a' 
thinking  being,    and  endued  with   reason;   under  the  i 
operation  of  a  reflective  mind,   he  is  tremblingly  alive  '■ 
to  all  the  wonders  and  mysteries  of  creation.     Let  him 
also  read  and  instruct  himself  in  the  an  in  which  he  is 
engaged— with  an  ingenuity  lo  invent,  skill  to  execute,  ' 
ambition  to   excel,   and   perseverence  to   conquer,  he 
must  succeed.     He  who  performs  his  work  best,  at  the 
least  expense,    and  with   the  greatest  expedition,  will  ' 
be  the  most  successful.     He  who  raises  the   mo3t  pro-  i 


duce  of  the  best  quality,  at  the  least  expense,  off  an 
acre  of  ground,  is  the  best  farmer.  Young  lads,  be  not 
content  that  you  perform  your  work  equally  well  with 
that  executed  by  your  father;  endeavor  to  improve  and 
you  may  become  a  public  benefactor.  Theory  can  do 
much,  but  practice  can  accomplish  more.  The  books 
which  can  now  be  placed  in  your  library,  will  make 
the  present  generation  wiser  than  the  last. 

Have  our  artists,  manufacturers  and  mechanicls  lost 
any  portion  of  their  skill,  their  industry  or  their  expe- 
rience? Has  cotton,  wool  or  flour  deteriorated  in  quali- 
ty.' Is  money  less  plenty?  To  these  I  answer — no. — 
[-abor  saving  machinery  have  been  improved  by  Ameri- 
can iiig>.-nuity.  Our  manufactories  are  conducted  con- 
sistently with  health,  cleanliness  and  convenience.  Me- 
chanics are  not  deficient  in  exertion,  for  the  produc- 
tions of  their  labor  improve  each  year;  but  an  increase 
of  patronage  may  stimulate  to  still  further  exertion;  for 
patronage  operating  upon  the  spirit  of  industry,  will 
eventually  raise  this  city  to  still  greater  prosperity. — 
We  are  deeply  interested  in  your  success,  and  we  can- 
not dissolve  the  connection.  We  can  neither  encroach 
on,  nor  deprive  you  of  any  portion  of  your  privileges. 
Let  us  then  remember  the  good  ma-xim,  "  never  to  for- 
get the  claims  of  so  meritorious  a  portion  of  our  fellow 
c  lizens  upon  our  patronage."  What  would  avail  it 
with  all  your  boasted  improvements  in  the  arts,  if  you 
could  not  dispose  of  the  products  of  your  labor?  Let 
each  and  all  of  us  endeavor  lo  remove  every  impedi- 
ment to  the  progress  of  industry,  and  encourage  the 
cause  of  the  Mechanic.  Be  it  your  part  to  hold  in  re- 
membrance that  the  price  of  an  article  manufactured 
ought  to  depend  upon  its  being  made  of  the  best  mate- 
rials, in  a  workman-like  manner,  at  the  least  expense, 
and  with  the  greatest  expedition. 

The  city  possesses  a  large  population,  industrious  and 
enterprizing;  the  houses  are  mostly  from  one  to  two 
stories  in  height,  combining  neatness  with  comfort;  the 


I  of  its  inhabitants 


plain. 


social,  and 


..fiable;  the  arts  flourish  and  the  city  prospers.  It  is 
surrounded  by  a  country  highly  cultivated— fruitful  as 
a  garden,  yielding  an  abundance  of  excellent  and  cheap 
provisions.  These  constitute  your  wealth  and  your 
strength. 

For  what  manufactures  is  Lancaster  famous?  The 
superior  excellence  of  her  Rifles— the  strength,  beauty 
and  comfort  of  her  Mail  Coaches  and  Raid  Road  Cars— 
the  Carding  Machines  invented  by  an  ingenious  ma- 
chinist of  tliis  city— the  superior  excellence  of  her 
Snuff-  But  in  what  manufacture  I  would  ask,  is  Lan- 
caster deficient?  This  city  is  pecuUarly  adapted  by 
the  industry  and  spirit  of  its  mechanics,  by  the  minerals 
in  its  vicinity,  and  by  the  fertihty  of  the  surrounding 
country,  to  continue  prosperous.  Marble  is  abundant; 
it  is  as  ornamental  as  it  is  useful,  and  a  highly  necessa- 
ry ingredient  in  the  formation  of  architectural  beauty, 
capable  of  improving  the  taste  of  the  mechanic,  by 
calling  into  action  the  inventive  powers  of  his  genius. 
Iron  is  one  of  her  staples;  this  most  useful  and  valua- 
ble of  all  our  metals,  has  been  manufactured  into  al- 
most  every  form  that  human  ingenuity  could  mvent, 
for  the  necessity,  convenience  and  comfort  oi  man. 

May  none  of  us  live  to  behold  the  time  when  the 
busv  noise  of  the  forge  shall  have  ceased,  and  the  fur- 
nace lay  mouldering  into  ruin-  Possessing  a  vast  ter- 
ritory—superior to  every  other  county  in  wealth  and 
in  fertility- bounded  by  a  majestic  river,  and  inter- 
spersed with  numerous  streams,  some  of  which  have 
been  rendered  navigable;  with  an  important  rail  road 
running  through  the  heart  of  the  county— turnpikes 
affording  avenues  for  the  conveyance  of  commodities 
to  various  m.rkets-rendering  the  intercourse  between 
this  and  the  neighboring  cities  easy.cheap,  expeditious, 
safe  and  comfortable— abounding  in  minerals,  with  a 
soil  highly  improved  by  the  skill  of  the  farmer,  yield- 
in"  whatever  is  necessarv  for  the  support  of  man,  with 
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a  large  surplus  for  foreign  dem.ind.  Such  are  your  re- 
sources, Fellow  citizens,  wliich  if  judiciously  employ, 
ed,  are  calculated  to  raise  your  city  to  a  height  of  pros- 
perity hitherto  unexampled.  I  invite  all  of  you  to  unite 
in  effecting  so  desirable  an  object.  Fellow  citizens! 
Give  your  children  such  an  education,  as  will  render 
them  moral,  prudent,  industrious  and  economical. — 
That  their  feelings  may  be  softened,  by  encouraging 
and  awakenmg  the  kindlier  affections  of  the  heart.  In 
conducting  moral  education,  the  prevailing  bias  of  the 
disposition  must  first  be  ascertained,  then  exercise  the 
piost  useful  and  active  talent,  correctwhat  may  mislead, 
eradicate  what  may  prove  destructive,  and  explain,  in 
clear,  intelligent  and  familiar  language,  what  is  pro- 
ifound  in  the  researches  of  reason,  and  luxuriant  in 
works  of  imagination.  As  education  is  encouraged  and 
fostered,  so  will  the  general  good  of  society  be  promot- 
ed. Wterever  it  has  a  distinguishing  character,  a  mo- 
ral influence  pervades  the  whole  community.  It  is  ap- 
parent in  the  good  order  that  is  prevaleni — Ihe  tran- 
quillity of  society — the  incitement  to  industry — exemp- 
tion from  riots — respect  to  persons  in  authority — the  va- 
rious courtesies  of  life,  and  all  that  can  render  a  people 
prosperous  and  happy.  Seminaries  of  education  have 
a  powerful  tendency  to  benefit  the  operative  class,  by 
the  moral  influence  which  they  exert;  it  is  exerted  in 
implanting  habits  of  regularity  and  order  in  the  youth- 
ful mind,  with  moral  principles,  and  by  Ihe  diffusion  of 
^seful  knowledge;  far  and  wide  is  their  modifying  pow- 
er experienced;  it  is  deeply  felt  and  candidly  acknow- 
ledged. View  the  United  States,  behold  her  Philoso- 
phers, her  Poets  and  her  Historians,  her  Statesmen  dig- 
nified by  wisdom,  her  Orators  pre-eminent,  her  bril- 
liant Naval  reputation,  her  Soldiers  chivalrous,  her 
Lawyers  eminent,  her  Physicians  skillful,  her  Writers 
of  popular  renown,  her  spirit  of  enteiprise,  her  im- 
proved state  of  agriculture,  the  advancement  in  activi- 
ty of  her  manufactures,  the  facility  of  intercourse  be- 
tween each  portion  of  our  extensive  Union,  the  rapid 
accumii\ation  of  capital,  the  innumerable  institutions  of 
learning  and  of  benevolence,  the  energy  of  action,  the 
integrity  of  purpose,  the  dignity,  the  ease.the  industry, 
the  zeal,  the  veneration  for  our  republican  institutions, 
obedience  to  the  law,  exemption  from  taxation,andthe 
enthusiastic  love  of  liberty  which  beats  in  every  bosom, 
and  animates  each  heart  liiroughout  the  land.  To  pre- 
serve these  advantages  you  possess,  it  is  necessary  that 
you  should  obtain  a  knowledge  of  all  your  rights  and 
privileges,  as  individuals  and  as  members  of  society, 
and  that  you  should  be  convinced  of  the  absolute  equal- 
ity of  all  men,  in  the  eyes  of  God,  with  a  due  respect 
for  all  persons  in  authority,  and  that  these  truths  shoulcW 
te  early  and  solemnly  impressed  upon  the  youthful 
mind.  You  ought  to  extend  your  views  beyond  the 
sphere  in  which  you  move,  and  participate  more  or 
less  in  tl'ose  transactions  which  relate  to  the  whole 
Union;  this  will  embrace  political  knowledge  with  its 
application  to  the  infernal  and  external  condition  of  the 
citizens  of  each  state.  You  cin  obtain  correct  know- 
ledge of  past  and  present  events,  by  an  attentive  peru- 
sal of  the  histories  of  the  Colonies,  American  Revolu- 
tion and  United  States.  Read  the  lives  of  our  most 
eminent  Americans,  the  ablest  expositions  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  the  best  works  on 
Political  Economy,  by  which  the  resources  of  your 
country  may  be  turned  to  your  profit.  Various  circum 
stances  influence  the  desire  of  knowledge— food  and 
clothing,  exercise  and  rest,  labor  and  amusement,  com- 
panions and  change  of  scene,  all  operate  on  the  mind, 
for  strength  of  body  gives  energy  to  chaarcter,  and 
firmness  to  principle  which  excites  admiration  and 
commands  respect.  The  energies  of  genius,  the  dis- 
coveries of  science,  and  inventions  in  the  arts,  give  the 
mind  a  strength  of  feeling,  and  an  intensity  of  lliought, 
beyond  the  common  level  of  humanity.  For  whatever 
is  majestic  in  the  works  of  art,  or  sublime  in  those  of 
the  Deity,  whttever  attracts  b)  its  beauty  or  astonishes 


by  its  grandeur,  whatever  dazzles  by  its  splendor  or  en- 
chants by  its  harmony,  must  be  symphonous  to  the 
soul.  It  is  useful  to  give  youth  an  insight  into  all  the 
phenomena  of  nature,  and  the  laws  by  which  they  are 
governed;  for  by  engaging  their  attention  in  the  pur- 
suit of  truth,  the  disposition  is  prevented  from  fixing 
itself  on  base,  low,  unworthy  or  insignificant  objects. — 
If  they  examine  the  works  of  creation,  contemplate  the 
exalted  character  of  the  God  whom  they  adore,  investi- 
gate the  infinite  divisibility  of  matter,  or  the  immensity 
of  space,  the  wonders  of  the  Microscope,  or  the  powers 
of  the  Telescope,  the  geological  formation  of  the  globe, 
or  the  motions  of  the  luminaries  in  the  heavens,  all 
lead  the  inquiring  mind  to  look  "through  nature  up  to 
nature's  God. "  By  reading  the  lives  of  men  who  have 
been  the  instruments  of  overturning  governments,  esta- 
blishing communitie?,  founding  empires,  liberating  na- 
tions, reducing  kingdoms  to  abject  submission,  rescuing 
men  from  slavery,  promoting  the  arts  and  sciences, 
youth  are  supplied  with  standards  of  comparison,  by 
whom  they  can  estimate  their  own  public  characters. 

Let  those  to  whom  the  responsible  duty  is  committed 
of  superintending  the  library,  exercise  due  vigilance  in 
the  selection  of  woiks  of  imagination,  watching  their 
influence,  and  preventing  that  influence  from  operat- 
ing to  the  injury  of  the  youthful  mind;  but  let  them  be- 
ware, let  no  preference  to  one  branch  of  human  know- 
ledge, no  mistaken  zeal  for  the  eternal  principles  of 
mor.ility,  no  fear  of  giving  too  wide  a  range  to  the  men- 
tal faculties,  induce  you  to  suppress  them  altogether. — 
It  is  your  duty  to  direct,  but  not  to  destroy,  the  luxury 
of  the  intellect,  fur  that  would  be  to  rob  language  of 
its  richness  of  expression,  and  all  its  magnificence  and 
grace;  to  take  from  nature  all  the  evanescent  tints  with 
which  the  poet's  genius  invests  her  beauty;  to  forbid 
each  fibre  of  the  soul  to  vibrate  with  delight;  to  melt 
with  sympathy,  glow  with  all  the  dignified  energy  of 
feeling,  or  suspend  every  motion  in  a  thrilling  pause  of 
awe,  while  the  deeper  tones  of  sublimity  rest  upon  the 
chord  of  life.  The  path  to  eminence  is  open  to  every 
youth,  and  his  success  will  be  in  proportion  to  his  op- 
portunities, to  his  zeal,  to  his  ambition,  and  to  his  dili- 
gence. Books  are  the  refleciion  of  the  transactions 
of  real  life,  and  the  man  who  is  a  stranger  to  the  va- 
rious passions  and  propensities  which  are  apt  to  agi- 
tate the  mind  in  the  active  pursuits  of  the  world,  will 
seldom  acquire  that  strength  of  thought  and  vigor  of 
expression,  which  is  the  result  of  close  observation, 
due  discrimination  and  sound  experience,  derived 
from  an  active  study  of  men  and  manners,  in  the  busy 
concerns  of  life.  It  is  to  the  establishment  of  civil  li- 
berty, to  the  continuance  of  national  prosperitj',  and 
the  desire  of  securing  to  the  mechanic,  the  profits  of 
his  industry,  that  our  country  is  indebted  for  the  im- 
provements in  the  arts.  You  will  perceive, that  nothing 
which  has  relation  to  the  moral  improvement  of  youth, 
can  be  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  that  he  is  not  to 
depend  on  one  occupation  alone,  for  his  future  useful- 
ness and  prosperity;  improvement  of  the  mind  is  the 
employment  of  our  whole  life,  and  the  mechanic  who 
is  satisfied  with  the  knowledge  he  possesses,  and  ne- 
glects to  avail  himself  of  the  library,  where  he  may 
learn  the  inventions  in  the  arts  and  discoveries  in  sci- 
ence, will  experience  the  heavy  mortification  of  see- 
ing his  business  taken  from  him  by  a  younger,  but 
more  judicious  competitor.  The  productive  power  of 
the  mechanic  is  his  invention,  and  not  his  strength,  and 
it  is  only  from  an  union  of  an  art  with  science  that  the 
most  useful  works  of  mechanism  are  accomplished. — 
While  all  the  splendid  works  of  arts  of  other  years  and 
of  other  climes,  are  hastening  into  obscurity,  those  of 
enterprising  Americans  are  wafting  on  the  stream  of 
time,  with  a  rei>utation  ever  blooming,  and  a  celebrity 
that  will  never  perish. 

Members  nf  the  Mechanics'  Association!  This  is 
a  society  making  age,  and  societies  are  easily  formed, 
be   their  objects  what  they  may,  one  sometimes  daz- 


1835.] 


REPORT  OF  EDWAUU  F.  GAY.— SUSQUEHANNA  CANAL  COMPANY. 


397 


zles  us  with  the  lustre  of  its  light,  but  becomiiifr  gradu- 
ally more  and  more  dim,  it  sinks  into  oblivion,uniil  the 
revolving  year  reminds  its  officers  of  their  existence. — 
Your  society  had  an  auspicious  commencement,  its  de- 
sign was  useful,  and  you  all  were  disposed  to  give  it 
your  patronage,  sucli  was  your  ze-il,  tli.it  a  stranger 
would  have  concluded  that  it  would  have  outstript  eve- 
ry competitor  in  its  race  of  usefulness.  Has  this  been 
the  case? 

Yet  the  very  object  of  your  association  is  of  such  vi- 
tal importance  to  the  reputation  of  your  city,  as  to  re- 
quire the  aid  and  co-operation  of  every  mechanic. — 
Found  a  Mechanics'  Institute,  hold  lectures  on  subjects 
connected  with  the  arts  and  sciences,  instruct  the  young, 
improve  their  morals,  correct  their  taste;  the  mechanic 
who  is  most  conspicuous  in  the  cause,  will  prove  the 
greatest  benefactor  of  your  city.  A  Mechanics'  Insti- 
tute, formed  on  the  basis  of  popularity,  must  be  pro- 
ductive of  general  good.  It  offers  no  encouragement 
to  evil.  It  offers  on  the  contrary,  an  incentive  to  mo- 
ral action.  It  i.1  admirably  calculated  to  promote  among 
mechanics,  a  liberal  spirit,  which  ought  always  to  be 
cherished  as  the  best  supporter  of  our  republican  char- 
acter; a  spirit  of  lofty  independence,  resulting  from  an 
honest  confidence  in  their  native  powers. 

Youth  will  soon  acquire  a  more  elevated  mode  of 
thinking,  from  the  comfort  of  a  moral  and  useful  em- 
ployment of  their  leisure  moments,  by  a  book  or  a 
newspaper,  they  will  become  impressed  with  their  su- 
periority over  their  former  idle,  giddy  and  thoughtless 
companions  of  the  street.  A  love  of  order  will  naturally 
lead  their  thoughts  to  the  formation  of  good  habits,  and 
means  for  their  preservation,  and  by  them  will  their  fu- 
ture lives  be  regulated. 

The  youth  who  foolishly  declines  the  privilege  of  the 
library,  cannot  expect  to  receive  the  same  encourage- 
ment, or  make  the  same  improvement  in  his  occupation 
as  he  who  employs  his  leisure  hours  in  the  study  of  the 
arts,  and  elevation  of  his  morals,  by  useful  books  from 
the  library;  for  the  first  will  lose  the  confidence  of  his 
employer,  while  the  latter  will  be  sure  to  win,  not  only 
the  confidence  of  his  employer,  but  that  of  the  public. 
Experience  forcibly  proves  that  apprentices  are  not 
always  governed  by  prudence  in  those  moments  when 
they  are  free  from  employment,  and  though  they  may 
be  disposed  to  industrious  exertion,  frugality  and  tem- 
perance, when  no  temptation  presents  itself  to  their 
notice,  yet  when  temptation  is  presented,  it  too  fre- 
quently happens  that  they  cannot  practice  self-denial, 
and  they  fail  sacrifices  to  enticements  to  do  mischief, 
which  they  had  not  courage  to  .avoid.  The  streets  ge- 
nerally abound,  especially  in  the  evening, wiih  the  gay, 
the  thoughtless  and  the  unsuspecting,  but  connected 
with  these,  may  be  found  the  inhumane,  the  mischief- 
maker,  and  the  Sabbath-breaker,  these  by  their  boyish 
pranks,  oRVr  strong  inducements  to  idleness;  and 
haunts  of  dissipation  are  ever  open  to  receive  the  un- 
suspecting, in  those  hours  when  they  are  free  from  em- 
ployment; and  health  and  reputation  are  destroyed, 
I'rom  the  want  of  the  superintending  care  of  their  em- 
ployers. 

A  spirit  of  mutual  accommodation  in  the  sacrifice  of 
inclinations  and  feelings  on  the  part  of  the  mechanic 
and  the  apprentice,  parent  and  child,  husband  and 
wife,  promote  union,  and  strengthen  family  ties,  and 
the  interests  of  society.  The  want  of  mutual  accommo- 
dation interferes  in  the  domestic  tranquillity  of  a  family, 
by  casting  a  chilling  restraint  upon  that  familiar  and 
social  interchange  of  frank  opinions  which  exist  in  eve- 
ry well  regulated  establishment.  The  respectability 
and  happiness  of  individuals  have  been  destroyed  by 
suffering  a  petty  irritation  of  feeling  to  grow  to  one 
of  serious  magnitude.  Beware,  then,  and  contemn  not 
trifles — let  no  triflii  g  opposition  discompose  the  tem- 
per— while  the  wound  is  fresh,  it  can  readily  be  healed 
— sufTerit  not  to  mortify  by  a  continued  series  of  irri- 
tating opposition,  but  yield  in  time,  and  thus  preserve 


your  respect  and  influence.  Mutual  concession  secures 
harmony. 

Mechanics!  As  guardians  to  your  apprentices,  pre- 
vent them  from  forming  bad  habits,  win  their  confi- 
dence, secure  their  respect,  obtain  their  afi'cclion,  thus 
will  you  acquire  an  influence  which  you  can  readily 
exert  for  the  safety  of  their  morals,  encourage  a  <lesire 
for  information,  incite  them  to  read  useful  books,  make 
them  fond  of  home,  by  rendering  ii  attractive!  If  home 
be  made  agreeable,  they  will  not  desire  to  seek  further 
for  unprofitable  amusement,  secure  an  interest  in  their 
hearts,  and  you  may  safely  lead  them  on,  in  the  path  of 
rectitude.  What  more  delightful  compensation  would 
you  wish  than  such  a  bright  prospect  of  their  future  re- 
spectability and  usefulness  in  life.  If  youth  attend  the 
library  regularly,  a  visible  change  will  be  produced  in 
their  habits,  a  generous  confidence  in  their  virtuous 
principles,  will  be  enkindled  in  their  hearts,  a  noble 
spirit  of  emulation  will  be  generated  in  the  minds,  and 
each  of  them  will  be  distinguished  for  temperance, 
frugality  and  good  conduct.  If  such  be  the  facts,  then 
come  forward,  in  the  support  of  the  association,  give  it 
the  sanction  of  your  names,  your  zeal,  and  your  exam- 
ple. From  a  union  you  have  every  thing  to  hope  and 
nothing  to  fear.  If  all  opinions  be  not  reconciled,  at 
least  unite  all  hearts  is  so  good  a  cause.  Look  upon 
your  apprentices  as  human  beings,  possessing  the  same 
feelings  and  the  same  Interests  as  yourselves.  May  the 
genial  spirit  of  charity  breathe  in  your  bosoms,  peace 
and  good  will  to  the  young. 

Let  no  selfish  consideration,  no  narrow  policy,  no 
mistaken  views,  no  unfounded  prejudice,  no  fear  of  the 
future,  no  imaginary  defects,  prevent  you  from  joining 
the  association.  Beware  how  you  nurse  that  pernicious 
and  fallacious  maxim  in  your  bosoms,  "  that  two  of  a 
trade  can  never  agree;"  wipe  it  from  your  escutchon, 
be  liberal,  be  just,  and  may  your  city  become  the  resi- 
dence of  science  and  of  arts,  and  may  the  approving 
smile  of  the  Great  Architect  of  the  Universe,  encourage 
your  exertions  for  the  future  welfare  of  the  young,  that 
when  we  shall  quietly  repose  within  the  tomb,  the  Me- 
chanics' Library  Association  may  still  flourish,  and 
be  the  happy  means  of  classing  your  children,  and  your 
children's  children,  with  the  estimable,  the  liberal  and 
the  good. 


Gentlemen: — Having  pursuant  to  your  instructions, 
m.ade  a  reconnolsance  along  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna river,  from  Columbia  to  the  Maryland  Line, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  tlie  practicability  and  proba- 
ble cost  of  construciing  a  canal  between  those  points, 
I  have  now  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  result  of  my 
labours. 

The  character  of  the  Susquehanna  valley  below  Co- 
lumbia differs  essentially  from  that  above.  Instead  of  a 
river  having  a  moderate  descent,  and  bordered  with 
extensive  ranges  of  bottom,  or  fiat  lands,  which  afford 
favorable  ground  for  a  cand,  as  is  the  case  above  Co- 
lumbia, the  river  below  is  found  to  be  rapid  in  its  de- 
scent to  tide  water,  and  for  about  two-thirds  of  the  dis- 
tance to  the  Maryland  line,  it  washes  the  base  of  pre- 
cipitous rocky  hills,  varying  in  height  from  one  to 
three  hundred  feet  above  the  water  surface.  The  ri- 
ver bank  is  naturally  rough,  and  presents  several  rocky 
points,  which  form  prominent  obstacles  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  cheap  canal ;  yet  the  difficulties  to  be  en- 
countered are  not  as  great  as  common  report  has  rep- 
resented them,  and  I  lake  pleasure  in  assuring  you  that 
it  is  entirely  practicable  to  construct  a  permanent  Ca- 
nal upon  the  route  examined  from  Columbia  to  the  Ma- 
ryland Line. 

Commencing  at  Columbia,  the  line  is  carried  over 
ground  tolerably  favorable  for  a  canal  about  four  and  a 
half  miles,    (passing  the  villages  of  Charlestown  and 
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Washington)  to  the  head  of  Turkey  Hill,  where  the 
shore  becomes  abrupt,  and  continues  so  to  the  Mary- 
land line,  with  the  exception  of  live  or  six  intervals, 
varying  in  length  Irom  one-quarter  to  one  mile  each, 
where  narrow  flats  occur,  which  are  favorably  adapted 
to  the  proposed  level  of  the  canal,  and  will  materially 
serve  to  balance  the  expense  of  the  more  formidable 
obstacles  to  be  encountered  on  the  route. 

The  lace  of  the  river  hill,  along  the  basis  of  which 
the  canal  must  be  construct td,rises  generally  with  an  ac- 
clivity v.irying  from  30  to  45  degrees,  but  in  several  in- 
stances the  rocks  rise  vertically  from  the  water  surface 
to  the  height  ol  fifty  or  sixty  feet,  then  fall  back  with 
a  slope  of  from  five  to  ten  degrees,  for  sufficient  width 
lor  tlie   canal      These  points,  however,  are  few,  and  I 


bankment,  locks,  bridges,  dams,  culverts,  and  all  other 
work  likely  to  occur  on  the  line. 

Having  personally  superintended  the  construction  of 
some  of  the  heaviest  work  upon  the  Pennsylvania  ca- 
nals, I  am  enabled  (from  a  careful  comparison  of  the 
difficulties  there  encountered,  with  those  which  are 
found  on  the  route  of  this'  can.il)  to  present  the  esti- 
mate with  full  confidence  in  its  sufficiency  to  complete 
the  canal  in  a  permanent  and  workman-like  manner; 
and  also,  to  add  the  assurance,  that  if  the  work  is  com- 
menced during  the  present  summer,  and  urged  with 
proper  diligence, it  can  be  furnished  during  the  autumn 
of  1837,  or,  at  latest,  in  readiness  for  the  opening  of 
spring  navigation  in  1838. 

Notwithstanding  the  unusual   expense  attendant  up- 


am  pleased  to  say,  ^hort  m  extent.  It  >s  worthy  of  re- 1  on  the  construction  of  this  canal,  I  can.ot  close  this 
mark,  that  with  the  few  exceptions  above  alluded  to,  [  report  without  expressing  my  opinion,  that  when  com- 
the  entire  ex  ent  of  he  h.  11  presents  at  its  base  a  favor-  pie,ed,  its  value  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  its  stockhold- 
able,  although  rough  surtace  of  solid  rock,  from  one  ers,  will  luUy  equal  that  of  any  other  improvement  of 
to  ten  feet  above  tlie  river,  for  the  foundation  of  a  per-  i  the  same  length  now  extant  in  this  country.  Indeed, 
manent  protection  wall.  And  in  but  one  or  two  single  |  few  enterprizes,  at  the  present  time,  offer  to  capitalists 
sary  to  base  the  wall  in  the  .  35  fajp  a  prospect  of  reward  for  stock  iavested,  as  the 
propo'ed  Canal  from  Columbia  to  tide  water 


instances,  will  it  be  neces; 

water.     The  river  has  in  all  cases  sufficient  fall  to  alio- 

of  the  canal  being  located  above  the  reach  of  the  high 


01  tlie  canal  being  located  above  the  reach  of  the  high-  ,  nthis  assertion  is  doubted,  I  would  respectfully  refer 
est  freshets,  it  it  shou  d  be  thought  adv.seable  to  do  .so,  .^eh  as  doubt  to  the  map  of  Pennsylvania,  where  a  sin- 
and  the  bank  is  decidedly  more  favorable  for  preserv-       |e  glance  at   the   district  of  country  watered   by  the 


ill  lend  ma-  j  Susquehanna  and  its  tributaries,  should  be  sufficient  to 
:  any  one  (at  all  acquainted  with  the'unbound- 


mg  a  high  level,  than   a  low  one — which 
terially  to  facilitate  the  construction  of  the  work. 

From  the  head  of  Turky  Hill  to  the  Maryland  line  j  ed  resources  oi'lhe'st^te^  to  be  found  in  her  mineral 
the  river  hill  is  composed  entirely  o( gneiss  raci  which  ■  and  agricultural  productions,  and  in  her  immense  forests 
IS  of  a  nature  easy  to  quarry,  and  without  difficuhy,  of  valuable  timber, )-that  this  canal,  the  natural  out- 
wrought  into  suitable  forms  lor  building  heavy  walls.  ]  jet  of  a  spendid  system  of  Slate  improvements  has  only 
Indeed,  but  for  this  characteristic  in  a  rock  «hichj,obe  completed,  to  prove  immediatelv  productive.— 
abounds  to  such  an  unusual  extent  along  this  line,  the  The  route  of  the  proposed  canal  itself  i's  far  from  being 
practicability,  or  at  least  the  expediency  of  construct-  destitute  of  the  means  of  contributing  towards  its  own 
ing  the  canal,  might  well  have  been  doubted.  For  it,  ]  support.  The  Conestoga  navigation,  (extending  from 
in  addition  to  the  great  amount  of  rock  excavation  re-  :  „,£  Susquehanna  river  to  the  city  of  Lancaster,)  has 
quired,  it  had  been  necessary  to  procure  stone  from  a  I  ^pon  it  a  large  and  valuable  amount  of  water  power, 
distance  for  the  purpose  of  walling,  the  cost  of  the  ^,hich,  with  the  trade  incident  to  a  rich,  fertile,  and 
work  would  have  been  extended  beyond  the  amount  cf;  populous  countrv,  will  render  this  improvement  an 
capital  that  could  ever  have  proved  productive.  For- '  auxiliary  to  the  canal.  The  extensive  lime  stone  quar- 
tunately,  however,  this  is  not  the  case.  The  materials  ,.;es  and  iron  works  in  Pequea  vallev,  and  the  slate 
of  an  excellent  quality  for  the  required  walls  are  found  quarries  at  Peachbottom,  will  also  serve  to  increase  the 
bo'h  abundant  and  convenient;  and  the  fact  of  the  hill    amount  of  its  revenue. 

slope,  which  IS  in  most  cases  covered  with  a  light  coat  as  ihe  examinations  for  the  proposed  canal  terminal- 
of  earth,  and  a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  will  yield  in  ed  at  the  Maryland  line,  I  would  here  remark,  that  it 
common,    a  sufficiency  of  coarse  materials  to  form  the    win  be  necessary  to  extend  the  work  from  one  half  to 


rough  exterior  of  the  embankments. 

Considerable  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  ob- 
tainining  lining  for  the  interior  surface  of  a  large  por- 
tion cf  the  canal.  It  cannot  be  found  along  the  shore, 
or  hill  face,  and  mu>t  therefore  be  procured  through 
the  aid  of  chutes  from  the  top  of  the  hills,  which  will 
necessarily  render  it  a  heavy  item  in  the  cost  of  con- 
.struction.  This  is  however,  by  no  means  a  novel  me- 
thod of  procuring  lining;  it  has  frequently  been  resort- 
ed to  with  success  upon  other  canals. 

The  only  streams  of  importance  which   flow  into  the 


one  mile,  so  as  to  connect  with  the  Maryland  Canal. 
An  enlargement  and  improvement  of  that  work  should 
also  be  made,  so  that  the  entire  Canal  from  Columbia  to 
tide,  may  form  a  perfect  work,  of  equal  dimensions 
witti  the  Pennsylvania  Canal. 

It  was  originally  my  intention  to  have  given  in  this 
report  a  detailed  description  of  all  the  prominent  ob- 
stacles to  be  encountered  in  the  construction  of  the 
Canal  from  Columbia  to  the  Maryland  line,  together 
with  the  method  proposed  for  surmounting  them,  but 
ther  duties   have  interfered   to  limit  my  time,  and 


usquehajina,  upon  the  route  examined,  are  the  Cones-  I  as  such  a  statement  more  properly  belongs  to  a  definite 

location  of  the  work,  I  have  omitted  it,  and  hasten  to 
present  you  the  preceding  remarks,  together  with  Ihe 
accompanying  estimate,  in  the  hope  that  they  may  af- 
ford you  the  information  desired. 

All  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted. 
By  your  obed't.  serv't. 

EDWARD  F.   GAY, 

Civil  Engineer. 
Lancaster,  June  5,  1835. 


toga  and  Pequea— both  of  which  it  is  proposed  to  lake 
into  the  canal  as  feeders.  Several  small  streams  are 
crossed  on  the  route,  viz:  I  ucquow.  Muddy,  Fishing 
i.nd  Peter's  creeks,  all  or  either  of  which  can  be  taken 
in,  or  passed  under  the  canal,  as  may  be  deemed  most 
expedient. 

The  whole  length  of  the  Canal  from  Columbia  to  the 
JIaryland  line,  is  twenly-nine  miles,  and  the  fall,  or 
lockage  157  feet,  lis  cost  will  be  found  by  reference 
to  the  annexed  estimate  in  detail,  to  be,  (if  constructed 
with  single  locks,)  _  gl, 710,000 

Or  with  double  lock--,  (which  I  would 
decidedly  recommend,)  1,817,587 


This  estimate  has  been  made  out  with  much  care, 
from  notes  taken  during  the  examination,  at  each  six- 
teen rods  in  length  of  the  entire  line,  and  hberal  allow- 
ances have  been  m^de  for  walling,  rock,  lining,  em- 


Columbia,  June  10th,  1835. 
Qv^At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  this  Borough,  held 
at  the  house  of  Francis  Boggs,  on  tlie  9lh  instant  the 
Committee  appointed  at  a  former  meeting  produced  a 
report  from  E.  F.  Gay,  Esq.  Civil  Engineer,  together 
with  a  draft  or  map  of  a  route  for  a  rail  road  avoiding 
the  inclined  plane  at  this  place  altogether.  Also,  the 
entire  practicability  and  utility  of  laying  rails  on    the 
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graded  road  between  this   place  and   Portsmouth,  via 
Marietta,  Bainbriclge,  Falmouth,  Sic— when 

It  was  on  motion,  Resolved,  That  the  s.-iid  Committee 
have  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  route  from 
the  Canal  Basin  to  Mount  Pleasant,  piiblished  for  gene- 
ral information.  But  the  Board  of  Managers  ot  the 
Marietta,  Bainbridge,  Falmouth  and  Portsmoth  Road 
Company  have  this  day  noticed  that  part  of  the  report 
which  relates  to  their  road,  in  a  call  for  a  special  meet- 
ing of  the  stockholders,  to  adopt  such  measures  respect- 
ing it  as  they  may  think  proper — this  meeting  deems  it 
inexpedient  to  take  any  further  notice  of  it. 

Lancaster,  June,  6th,  1835. 
To  Messrs.  Bnggs,  Wright,  Odell,  Mullison,  Cochran, 
Green  and  Cooper— Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Ci- 
tizens of  Columbia. 

Gentlemen — Agreeably  to  your  request,  examinations 
have  been  made  of  the  route  for  the  contemplated  rail 
wa\  s  from  the  village  of  Mount  Pleasant,  to  the  borough 
of  Columbia,  with  a  view  of  avoiding  the  use  of  the 
Columbia  inclined  plane. 

It  is  found  to  be  entirely  practicable  to  construct  a 
rail  way  upon  the  route  examined,  at  a  grade  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty-fourandone  half  feet  per  mile,  and  with- 
in the  distance  of  five  and  a  quarter  miles  from  the 
Canal  Basin.  The  general  direction  of  the  line,  is  high- 
ly favorable,  and  the  soil  along  it  is  well  calculated  to 
formagoodroad.but  a  number  of  wide  and  deep  ravines 
intersect  its  course.which  will  serve  to  render  the  grad- 
ing expensive. 

As  other  engagements  prevented  me  from  being  pre- 
sent during  the  instrumental  examination  of  the  route, 
I  would  respectfully  refer  you  for  a  detailed  description 
and  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  line,  to  the  annexed 
statement  furnished  by  VVm.  K.  Huffnagle,  Esq.  Assist- 
ant Engineer,  to  whose  care  the  survey  was  entrusted, 
and  to  whose  industry  its  early  completion  is  to  be  at- 
tributed. 

Having  recently  passed  over,  and  examined  the  en- 
tire line,  and  having  also  reviewed  the  estimate,  which 
has  been  made  out  with  much  care,  I  am  enabled  to  pre- 
sent you,  both  the  estimate  and  ihe  accompanying  Map 
of  the  line,  with  full  confidence  in  their  accuracy.  The 
estimate  contemplates  the  grading  for  a  double  track 
— the  superstructure  to  be  of  wood,  made  in  the  best 
manner,  and  plated  with  iron;  the  whole  sufficiently 
strong,  to  admit  a  general  use  of  Locomotive  Engines 
upon  it.  Should  the  Legislature  deem  it  expedient  to 
allow  the  super.structure  (of  that  part  of  the  rail  way  be- 
longing to  the  Commonwealth  and  contiguous  to  the 
proposed  route,)  to  be  removed,  and  laid  down  upon 
the  graded  surface  of  the  new  line,  its  cost  will  be  re- 
duced toSUO.OOO. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  F.  GAY, 

Civil  Engineer. 


It  will  be  observed  that  E.  F.  Gay's  report  contem- 
plates removing  the  present  track  of  rail  way  from 
Mount  Pleasant  to  the  foot  of  the  plane,  which  must 
be  done  one  track  at  a  time,  after  the  road  formation  is 
completed,  to  prevent  the  interruption  to  travelling. 
This  includes  that  part  of  the  road  where  the  contem- 
plated road  from  Marietta  would  have  joined  it — but 
by  avoiding  the  plane  by  the  alteration,  and  extending 
the  rail  road  from  the  Canal  Basin  to  Portsmouth,  Mari- 
etta will  be  accommodated  with  a  rail  way  without  the 
expense  of  making  one,  which  may  be  rendered  use- 
less by  this  alteration;  and  by  this  change  the  Common- 
wealth would  gain  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, which  the  annual  expense  attending  the  stationary 
Engine,  &.c.  at  the  plane  co.sts  them  more  than  the  ex- 
pense of  making  the  alteration  in  the  road.  There  is 
Ultlc  doubt  but  that  the  Legislature  will  order  the  altera- 


tion to  be  made,  if  for  no  other  reason  than  to  avoid  the 
plane,  which  will  give  general  satisraction. 

The  whole  distance  from  Lancaster,  via  Columbia, 
Marietta,  Bainbridge,  Falmouth,  Portsmouth,  Stc.  to 
Ilarrisburgh,  is  about  39  miles,  as  short  a  route,  and 
can  be  completed  in  much  less  time,  and  at  one-fuurtli 
of  the  expense  than  Ilarrisburg  can  be  approaclicd 
from  Lancaster,  by  any  other  route  over  which  a  rail 
road  can  be  made. 

On  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

Ftl.\NCIS  BOGGS, 

Chairman- 
E.  GiiEEs,  Secretary. 


UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Principal  items  in  the  monthly  statement  of  the  U.  S- 
Bank  for  1st  June. 
Loans  on  personal  security,  31,761,154  45 

bank  stock,  1,402,286  71 

other  securities,       5,624,35141 

38,787,793  57 
Domestic  Bills  of  Exc.         24,854,852  47 

63,642,646  04 

Baring,  Brothers  &  Co.  1,890,753  79 

Specie,  13,912,577  47 

Redemption  of  Public  Debt,  282,896  09 

Treasurerof  the  United  States,  510,999  14 

Public  officers,  1,016,665  89 

Individual  deposites,  10,549,197  56 

Circulation,  22,009.474  40 

Due  from  Banks,  4,000,158  49 

Due  to  State  Banks,  4,691,857  79 

Notes  of  State  Banks,  3,018,066  45 


If 

si 

II 

Personal  Security, 
Bank  Stock, 
Other  Security, 

Domestic  Exchange, 

•ill 

tji  ^  lO 

3,549,287  62 

372,770  90 

3,996,280  04 

7,918,338  57 
1,970,503  68 

1 

1; 

2,358,992  59 
34,838  89 
12,500  00 

2,406,381  48 
2,660,160  41 

s: 

5,562,530  84 
455,700  00 
917,957  92 

6,934,188  76 
2,164,828  81 

9,099,017  57 

721,168  68 

1,362,378  65 

_.   03  O 

1,322,993  05 
134,460  00 
50,200  00 

1,507.653  05 
144,432  32 

1 
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From  the  Pittsburg  Gazette. 
ALLEGHENYTOWN. 

A  few  morning's  ago,  I  rode  over  the  aqueduct,  through 
Allegheny,  and  around  its  suburbs,  spending  a  pleasant 
and  profitable  hour  in  admiring  and  reflecting  upon  the 
wonderful  magic  by  which  it  has  been  raised  to  its  pre- 
sent flourishing  condition.  As  I  seldom  visit  it,  I  have 
been  very  little  in  it  for  the  last  4  or  5  years.  I  cOuld 
not  help  but  admire  its  present  beauty;  its  delightful 
scenery;  its  elegant  and  highly  finished  private  dwel- 
lings, and  its  numerous  gardens,  now  robed  in  all  the 
loveliness  of  nature's  summer  foliage.  As  [  rode 
througli  it,  admiring  its  advantageous  position,  im- 
provements, extensive  and  profitable  manufacturing 
establishments,  its  present  large,  industrious,  and 
flourishing  population,  its  beautiful  location  for  a  large 
city,  as  it  must  soon  be,  with  its  vastly  increasing  means, 
and  ratio  of  population.  I  could  not  help  but  revert  to 
its  former  contrast  in  the  days  of  my  boyhood.  Then, 
in  the  autumn  and  fall  of  the  year,  I  used  to  visit  its 
Jiresent  site  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  wild  fruits, 
nuts,  &c.,  which  abounded  within  its  present  Jjmits, 
when  there  were  but  two  or  three  small  log  cabins  and 
fishermen's  huts  in  the  whole  space  now  occupied  by 
the  town,  in  addition  to  the  residence  of  the  late  Mr. 
James  Robinson,  now  occupied  by  VVm.  Robinson,  Jr. 
Esq.,  who  is  the.first  white  man  born  on  that  side  of  the 
Allegheny  river.  When  the  space  now  occupied  by 
the  Western  Penitentiary  was  covered  with  grape  vines, 
plum,  black  hawes,  hickory,  walnut,  butter-nut  trees, 
and  hazle  bushes.  Wild  game  was  also  abundant, 
and  this  was  the  favorite  haunt  of  our  sportsmen.  Then 
the  youth  of  our  city  were  attracted  in  crowds  upon 
the  week  and  Sabbath  days  especially;  and  every  per- 
son then  living  in  Pittsburgh  remembers  "Black  Jack's 
immense  Water  and  Musk  Melon  patches,"  on  the 
brow  and  top  of  the  hill,  just  behind  Allegheny  town, 
where  the  mass  of  our  city  used  to  promenade  for  "fun 
and  frolic,"  and  where  many  a  Sabbath  day  was  spent 
improperly  and  profanely.  Now,  what  a  contrast  and 
pleasing  change!  Where  the  youth,  the  idle,  and 
thoughtless,  used  to  misspend  the  sacred  Sabbath  of 
the  Lord,  we  have  now  a  Theological  Seminary,  seven 
churches,  and  two  more  about  to  be  erected,  12  to  15 
Sabbath  schools,  perhaps  as  many  day  schools,  a  large 
industrious,  and  moral  population,  exceeding  5,000, 
and  rapidly  increasing.  How  heart  cheering  and  great 
and  glorious  is  the  change  in  this  place  in  a  very  few 
years;  and  yet  still  greater  changes  are  to  be  expected 
in  it  in  a  very  short  time  from  its  many  local  advantages, 
running  parallel  to  our  thriving  city,  on  the  banks  of 
the  pure  Allegheny  river,  with  the  debut  of  the  great 
Pennsylvania  Canal  in  it,  and  passing  through  it,  con- 
nected with  Pittsburgh  by  a  large  and  excellent  bridge 
and  aqueduct,  surrounded  with  the  best  coal  and  purest 
water,  and  a  virtuous,  industrloi/l,  and  enterprising  po- 
pulation, Allegheny,  like  its  near  neighbor  and  parent, 
our  city  must  continue  on  its  onward  inarch  most  ra- 
pidly. 

With  delightful  feelings,  and  with  our  noble  destiny 
and  onward  march  to  wealtii,  and  usefulness,  and  honor 
resting  in  my  mind,  I  vfas  returning,  .at  an  early  hour, 
when  I  was  met  by  an  immense  mass  of  industrious, 
happy  youth,  just  emerging  from  a  large  cotton  factory 
to  their  homes  and  breakfasts — this  pleasing  sight  broke 
my  reverie,  and  at  once  disclosed  the  grand  secret,  the 
magical  art  hy  which  Allegheny  has  risen,  as  well  as 
that  by  which  all  individuals,  towns,  cities  or  countries 
rise,  and  become  flourishing  and  happy,  viz:  honest  in- 
dustry, prudence  and  economy — agriculture,  manufac- 
tures, commerce  and  enterprise,  judiciously  managed, 
is  fast  raising  our  city  and  .all  our  surrounding  towns, 
country,  and  nation  to  a  high  and  noble  destiny. 

With  these  thoughts  and  cogitations,  I  returned  to 
my  own  "Sweet  Home,"  lost  in  wonder  at  the  great 


change  of  AUeghenytown  since  the  days  of  my  boyhood^ 
when  I  was  Utterly  lost  in  its  woods. 

A  PITTSBURGHER. 


The  FnANKFOHT  Springs.— We  pablish,  to-day,  a 
letter  from  Frankfort  in  relation  to  these  valuable 
Mineral  Springs.  We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  im- 
provements are  making  there  for  the  accommodation 
of  visitors. 

The  writer  of  the  letter,  however,  ought  to  havei 
known  that  he  was  writing  in  "Beaver,"  ndt  "Wash- 
ington'' county. 

Frankfort,  Washington  co.,  "> 
Penn.,  May  27.  5 
Mr.  Editor. — You  will,  perhaps,  confer  a  favour  oti 
sonle  of  your  city  readers,  by  informing  them  that  MK 
Duncan  of  this  place  is  erecting  a  large  and  elegartt 
building,  which  will  be  finished  by  the  first  of  July 
next,  for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  persons  visit- 
ing the  Mineral  Springs  irt  this  vicinity.  The  house  is 
of  brick,  three  stories  high,  with  a  porch  on  each  sidej 
From  the  upper  story  of  the  front  porch  the  prospect 

is  beautiful;  of  itself  it  is  worth  a  ride  from  the  city • 

Mr.  M'Ginness,  the  proprietor  of  the  springs,  is  alsd 
prepared  to  receive  boarders  as  usual.  The  better 
way  for  you  Mr.  Editor,  would  be  to  let  the  political 
world  take  care  of  itself  for  a  few  weeks  and  come  and 
see  for  yourself.     What  think  you' 

Respectfully,  voUrs,  &c. 
A  READER  OF  THE  ADVOCATB. 
Pittsburgh  Mv. 

^"'f^i-i'—'-^  "■■  II  ■■II  ■ 

THE    REGISTER 


PHILADELPHIA,  JUNE  20,   1835, 


STRAWBERRIES. 

Gettysbuho,  Fa.,  JUne  15. 

We  were  presented  on  Friday  last,  with  a  delicious 
Strawberry  from  the  garden  of  Alexander  Russel,  Esq. 
of  this  borough,  which  measured  o\  inches  in  circum- 
ference. 

The  above  was  no  doubt  a  fine  Strawberry — but  at 
the  late  exhibition  of  the  Horticultural  Society,  were' 
plates  full  of  quite  as  fine,and  many  still  larger — a  plate' 
from  the  Garden  at  the  New  Almshouse  in  Blockley, 
contained  some  which  were  measured  by  gentlemeil 
present,  and  ascertained  to  be  4  intlies  in  circurtrfier-: 
ence.  They  were  called  "Keen's  Seedling," — and 
were  cultivated  in  the  above  garden,  by  Mr.  Williaml 
Graham,  -who  informed  us  since,  that  had  the  exhibi- 
tion continued  another  day,  he  would  have  exhibited 
still  larger  of  the  same  kind,  which  he  afterwards  found.' 
We  take  this  opportunity  to  notice  the  splendid  col- 
lection of  flowers,  fruits  and  vegetables,  exhibited  on 
this  occasion,  by  the  Horticultural  Society — and  (o  say^ 
that  in  extending  patronage  to  it,  the  public  are  enxiour- 
aging  the  production  of  fruit  and  vegetables  of  the 
finest  kinds,  and  thus  are  promoting  threir  oWn  inter- 
ests and  pleasures. 


Printed  everv  Saturday  morning  by  WILLIAM  F. 
GEODES,  No.'  9  Library  street.  ^ 

The  publication  office  of  the  Register  has  been  re- 
moved from  Franklin  Place,  to  No.  61,  in  the  Arcade, 
West  Avenue,  up  stairs. 
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AN    ADDRESS, 


The  law  academy  of  PHILAUELPtllA, 

On  the  sixth  of  May,  1835. 
BY  WILLIAM  RAWLE,  Jr.  Esq. 
One  of  the  Vice  Provosts  of  the  Academy. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Law  .Academy.- 

The  objects  of  the  Institution,  whose  exercises  are 
now  about  to  close  for  the  season,  being  the  .idvance- 
ment  of  those  studies  and  the  cultivation  of  those  habits 
which  tend  to  form  its  members  for  the  profession  they 
have  chosen,  (he  most  appropriate  theme  for  an  occa- 
sion like  this,  would  be  the  nature  of  that  profession, 
its  studies,  its  duties,  its  difficulties,  its  hopes  and  its 
rewards.  A  theme  so  appropriate  and  so  pregnant 
with  topics  calculated  to  elevate  the  tlioughts,  to  rouse 
ambition,  and  to  give  a  youthful  and  aspiring  mind, that 
direction,  which,  if  diligently  pursued  must  lead  to 
distinction,  could  hardly  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
those  who  have  preceded  me  in  the  duty  I  am  attempt- 
ing to  perform. 

The  necessity  for  close  and  unremitting  application 
to  the  studies  immediately  connected  with  the  profes- 
sion, and  tlie  best  methods  of  overcoming  the  difficul- 
ties by  which  they  are  surrounded;  the  adv.antage  of 
mingling  with  severer  pursuits,  those  of  eleg.int  litera- 
lure  and  classic  reading;  of  invigorating  the  intellect 
and  enlarging  its  boundaries,  by  exploring  the  avenues 
of  history,  and  investigating  the  arcona  of  science,  in 
aid  of  a  profession,  which,  in  its  practice,  may 
touch  almost  every  part  of  the  circle  of  human  know- 
ledge; the  doubts,  the  fears,  the  anxieties,  which,  after 
the  noviciate  of  the  student  has  expired,  hang  over  the 
prospects  of  the  practitioner's  e.arly  career,  and  the 
bright  gleams  of  hope,  which  from  time  to  time  break 
through  the  gloom,  animating  his  exertions  and  restor- 
ing his  energies;  the  duties  which  he  owes  to  himself, 
to  his  client  and  the  community  in  which  he  moves;  the 
high  moral  and  intellectual  qualities  which  enter  into 
the  character  of  an  accomplished  lawyer,  and  the  bril- 
liant rewards  which  crown  the  efforts  of  him,  who, 
"never  weary  with  well  doing,"  steadily  pursues  the 
path  upon  which  he  has  entered,  neither  deterred  by 
the  difficulties  he  finds  in  his  way,  nor  drawn  aside  by 
the  allurements  which  lurk  in  its'borders,  have  already, 
more  than  once  been  set  before  you,  in  a  manner  cal- 
culated to  kindle  your  hopes,  to  stimulate  your  exer- 
tions, and  successfully  to  direct  your  course.  The  field 
is  indeed  extensive  and  its  products  rich,  but  were  I 
to  attempt  to  follow  those  who  have  gone  through  eve- 
ry part  of  it,  and  reaped  its  abundant  harvest,  I  should 
gather  only  the  fev.-  scattered  ears  which  they  have  suf- 
fered to  remain  upon  its  surface,  adding  little  to  the 
stores  they  have  laid  up  for  you,  and  exhibiting  only 
the  poverty  of  a  gleaner.  Leaving  then  the  high  road 
which  you  have  already  travelled  with  so  much  advan- 
tage, with  those  who  have  heretofore  led  your  steps, 
let  me  invite  you  to  enter  one  of  those  beautiful  walks 
immediately  connected  with  it,  adorned  with  flowers, 
and  decorated  with  every  thing  which  tends  to  enliven 
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and  advance  the  journey  you  have  unilerlaken  — 
Let  me  recommend  to  you  the  cultivation  of  elo- 
quence. 

The  reproach  that  tlie  profession  of  the  law  narrows 
the  intellect,  and  prevents  improvement  in  popular 
speaking,  however  well  merited  it  may  be  in  another 
hemisphere,  has  no  room  in  this.  It  is  not  my  business 
to  vindicate  the  character  of  the  English  lawyer  from  the 
aspersions,  which  some  writers  of  his  own  country  have 
cast  upon  it,  but  if  it  be  true  that  few  examples  are  to 
be  found  in  the  history  of  the  English  Bar,  of  compre- 
hensive and  varied  knowledge,  of  largely  developed 
mind,  and  of  rich,  powerful  and  culliv.ated  eloquence* 
the  reason  for  these  deficiencies  may,  perhaps,  be  dis^ 
covered  in  the  nature  of  the  pursuits  of  the  English 
practitioner,  and  of  the  studies  by  which  he  quahfie* 
himself  for  them.  Wherever  the  labourers  are  numer- 
ous and  the  divisions  of  labour  minute,  a  high  degree 
of  perfection  is  attained  in  thai  part  of  it  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  individual  is  particularly  directed;  but 
the  effort  absorbs  nearly  all  the  powftr  of  his  mindi 
leaving  little  to  be  applied  even  to  other  branches  of 
the  art.  Thus  it  is  in  some  measure  in  the  profession 
of  the  law  in  the  land  ;  our  ancestors.  The  extent  of 
her  population,  and  her  wealth,  renders  the  law,  par- 
ticularly that  portion  of  it  which  relates  to  real  estate* 
complicated,  and  its  professors  numerous.  In  the  ex- 
I  cess  of  competition,  few  can  hope  for  success,  without 
close  application  and  pre-eminent  merit  in  the  business 
they  undertake.  Even  family  interest  and  patronage, 
which  exercise  so  controlling  an  influence  in  the  army 
'  and  the  church,  can  do  little  to  advance  the  fortunes  of 
him  who  seeks  the  distinctions  of  the  Bar.  They  may 
I  furnish  opportunities  for  the  display  of  merit,  but  they 
'  can  give  to  him  who  does  not  possess  it,  no  hold  up- 
j  on  public  confidence.  With  a  favouring  gale,  they 
I  may  waft  his  bark  from  the  shore,  but  whethershe  shall 
make  a  prosperous  voyage,  or  sink  into  the  sea  of  ob- 
'  livion,  must  depend  on  his  skill  to  direct  his  course. — 
In  no  profession  does  success  so  much  depend  upon  ac- 
tual merit;  in  no  profession  is  there  so  little  room  for. 
the  arts  of  the  charlatan,  as  in  that  of  the  law,  in  all  its 
branches.  Always  before  the  public,  subjected  to  the 
jealous  scrutiny  of  his  brethren,  and  exercising  a  call- 
ing intim.ately  connected  with  the  dearest  interests  of 
{  society,  it  isscarcely  possible  for  the  lawyer  long  to 
!  veil  his  real  character,  or  to  long  enjoy  an  unfounded 
!  reputation.  Hence  the  various  branches  of  the  profess 
'  sion,  instead  of  being  blended  as  they  usually  are  in 
this  country,  are  broken  into  distinct  divisions,  each 
caUing  for  a  distinct  set  of  practitioners.  The  whole 
presents  a  magnificent  garden,  embellished  throughout 
■with  every  thing  which  its  soil  can  be  madetoproduce; 
but  this  exquisite  culture  is  the  result  of  undivided  la- 
bour upon  each  particular  portion  of  it,  bestowed  by  a 
'  separate  class  of  labourers,  having  generally  very  little 
knowledge  of  what  exists  beyond  the  immediate  limit; 
of  their  own  all  tment.  The  attorney  and  solicitor, 
confined  to  the  mechanical  parts  of  the  profession,  and 
the  conveyincer  buried  in  the  dark  intricacies  of  that 
]  system,  which  an  artificial  state  of  society  and  compli- 
'  cated  family  arrangements  have  introduced,  may  attain 
I  a  point  of  perfection  in  his  own  department,  seldom 
'  found  in  any  member  of  the  profession  here,  but  he  will 
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have  liule  opportunity  to  pursue  its  more  liberal 
branches,  less  to  cultivate  eleg-ant  literature,  and  none 
for  the  exercise  of  popular  speaking'.  In  tlie  more  ele- 
vated walks  too  of  professional  life,  the  same  appor- 
tionment of  the  vineyard  will  be  found.  lie  wliise  du- 
ties call  him  into  the'  Court  of  Chancery  is  seldom  heard 
in  those  of  the  common  law;  and  he  w'ho  enjoj  s  an  ex- 
tensive practiceand  commanding  influence  in  the  King's 
Bench,  is  known  only  by  reputation  in  the  Common 
Pleas.  This  limited  sphere  of  employment,  necessarilv 
induces  a  limited  range  of  thought  and  of  study,  anil 
begets  a  sameness  and,  poverty  of  manner,  altogether 
incompatible  with  fulness  of  ideas,riclines3  of  langnaRe, 
and  the  graces  of  delivery.  The  immense  mass  of  bu- 
siness,with^vhich  the  dockets  of  the  English  courts  are 
loaded,  is  another  impediment  to  public  speaking.  '1  he 
time  of  the  court  is  so  precious,  tliat  none  can  be  spa- 
red for  what  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  dis- 
patch of  business.  A  cold,dry,argumentative  manner, 
consequently  characterises  the  speaking  ot  Westmin- 
ster Hall,  for  he  who  turns  aside  to  "catch  a  grace,"  is 
immediately  recalled  to  the  beaten  patli  which  leads 
directly  to  the  point  under  discussion.  Ilavng  little 
time  for  the  attainment  of  enlarged  knowledge,  am! 
little  opportunity  either  for  the  cultivation  or  the  dis 
play  of  eloquence  in  his  own  profession,  it  cannot  ex 
cite  surprise,  that  when  the  English  lawyer  is  translated 
to  another  scene  of  action,  he  should  be  found  dcficieiit 
in  those  qualifications  which  are  essential  to  distinction. 
His  inability  to  cope  on  the  floor  of  Parliament  with 
those  master  spirits  by  whom  its  history  is  illustrated, 
has  often  been  the  subject  of  invidiious  remark.  Tiie 
reproach  is  in  a  great  degree  merited,  but  the  causes 
which  give  rise  to  it  are  sufficienlly  obvious.  Unfa- 
vourable however  as  is  the  atmosphere  of  the  E'lglish 
courts  for  the  growth  of  eloquence,  there  are  many 
bright  examples  of  its  successful  cultivation,  sufficient 
to  redeem  the  whole  profession  from  tlie  senience 
which  has  been  passed  upon  it.  1  here  h.ave  been 
some 

"Who  on  the  tip  of  their  persuasive  tongue, 
Carried  all  arguments  and  questions  deep; 
And  replication  prompt  and  reason  strong. 
To  make  the  weeper  smile,  the  laugher  weep; 
They  had  the  dialect  and  different  skill. 
Catching  all  passions  in  their  craft  of  will." 
Ehskine  was  a  lawyer:  and  if  in  Parliament,  he  dis- 
appointed those,    who  from   his  brilliant  career   at  the 
Bar,  anticipated  success  no  less  brilliant  as  a  legislator, 
yet  the  powers  of  his  mind,  the  splendour  of  his  imagi- 
nation, the  copiousness  and  force  of  his  language,   and 
the  fervor  and  persuasiveness  of  his  eloquence, displayed 
.throughout  his  forensic  life,   abundantly  vindicated' his 
profession  from  unmerited  obliquy,  arjd  established  for 
himself  a  reputation,  wdiich 
"  Per  omnia  sscula  fama 
(Si  quid  habeut  veri  vatum  prxsagia)  vivat." 
Massfif.ld  was  a  lawyer,  whose  enlarged  and  lumi- 
nous mind  spread  light  upon  every  subject  on  which  it 
shone;  and  although  none  of  his  speeches  at  the  Bar, 
and  few  of  those  which   he  delivered  in   eidier  hous?, 
have  been  preserved  in  such  a  manner  as  to  convey  an 
adequate  idea,  either  of  the  gracefulness  of  his  style  or 
the  powers  of  his  eloquence,  yet  the  character  of  the 
"silver  tongued  Mcrhat,"  both  as  a  forensic  and  par- 
liamentary orator,  is  scarcely  inferior  to  that  by  which 
he  adorned  the  elevated  station  of  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench. 

_  RoMiLLT  was  a  lawyer;  mild,  placid  and  dignified, 
his  eloquence  was  as  chaste,  persuasive  and  im- 
pressive, as  his  mind  was  pure,  enlightened  and  philo- 
sophic. 

Brougham  is  a  lawyer,  whose  varied  knowledge  and 
bold  and  powerful  eloquence  enabled  him  to  give  full 
scope  to  an  intellect  which  grasped  and  mastered  almost 


every  thing  it  touched,  and  not  only  secured  to  him  ex- 
tensive practice  in  this  profession,  and  a  commanding 
infiuence  in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  but  placed  him 
on  the  Woolsack,  the  most  e.xalted  station  in  the  gift  of 
his  sovereign. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  produce  other  examples  of  illus- 
trious men,  the  force  of  whose  talents  and  acquire- 
ments has  broken  the  trammels  by  which  the  profession 
is  fettered  in  our  mother  country,  and  nobly  vindicated 
the  character  of  that  profession  from  the  charge  of  be- 
ing inconsistent  with  liberal  learning,  enlaiged  intel- 
lect, and  irue  eloquence. 

The  disadvantages,  however,  under  which  they  la- 
boured, have  no  existence  in  the  country  in  which  your 
lot  has  happily  been  cast.  Free  from  the  operation  of 
those  degrading  distinctions  of  rank  which  measure  a 
man,  not  by  his  moral  and  iiitellectual  qualities,  but 
by  the  circumstances  in  which  accident  has  placed  him, 
and  strive  to  bind  him  down  to  the  position  in  which  he 
was  born;  with  all  the  avenues  to  disiinction  open  be- 
fore him,  and  no  obstacle  to  impede  his  march  except 
collision  with  rivals  pressing  forward  to  the  same  point, 
no  country  ever  presented  such  golden  prospects.such 
captiv.ating  and  magnificent  rewards,  to  the  persever- 
ing,the  enlightened,the  eloquent,  and  the  aspiring  law- 
yer, as  that  happy  land, which  we  prodly  call  our  own. 
it  is  the  Par-adise  of  lawyers.  In  every  department  of 
the  community  in  whicli  talent  is  called  for,  they  are 
to  be  found,  and  the  very  prejudice,  which  unfbrtu- 
•nately  exists  in  some  minds  agunst  them,  is  the  most 
flattering,  though  certainly  not  the  most  agreeable  tri- 
bute which  can  be  paid  to  tlicir  meril.  In  all  private 
and  public  in-titutlons,  of  religion,  of  learning,  of  bene- 
volence, of  lommerclal  enterprise  and  public  improve- 
ment, in  all  the  associations  in  which  men  unite, for  the 
advancement  of  a  common  object,  the  influence  of  the 
profession  is  fully  felt,  if  sc'antly  acknowledged.  In 
the  lesislative  halls  of  every  state  in  the  conlederacy, 
and  in  both  branches  of  our  national  councils,  the  voice 
of  the  lawyer  is  heard,  and  carries  with  it  a  power 
which  noth'ingcan  resist.  The  delicate  duties  and  the 
high,  h(viors  of  diplomacy,  and  even  the  most  exalted 
station  in  the  power  of  a  f'ree  peojjle  to  confer,  have 
drawn  more  from  the  ranks  of  our  profession, than  fi'tom 
those  of  all  others  united.  To  enuinerate  those  mem- 
bers of  it  who  have  risen  to  disiinction,  would  be,  with 
few  exceptions,  to  read  the  catalogue  cf  illustrious  men 
whose  names  are  cmblazjned  in  the  history  of  their 
country.  And  to  what  is  to  be  ascribed  the  enviable 
pre-eminence  they  have  thus  attained.'  The  great  en- 
gine by  which  they  have  raised  this  mighty  fabric  of 
influence  and  usefulness,  is  eloquence,  which  has  ena- 
bled them  to  sway  the  passions,  to  direct  the  preju 
dices,  to  influence  the  judgment,  and  to  master  the 
will  of  mankind.  Thus  it  has  ever  been  in  those  coun- 
tries in  which  the  popular  voice  has  given  the  direction 
to  public  affairs.  It  was  eloquence  which  raised  Pisis- 
TUATCS,  the  first  who  made  the  Athenians  bend  to  its 
influence,  to  sovereign  power;  and  the  splendidly  ac- 
complished PEniciF.s,  governed  the  destinies  of  the 
same  refined  and  intellectual  people,  less  by  the  arts  of 
the  politician  and  the  skill  of  the  commander,  than  by 
the  force  and  persuasiveness  of  the  orator.  But  the 
story  of  their  lives,  while  it  aflords  a  striking  example 
of  the  power  of  genius,  supported  and  brought  into  ac- 
tion by  the  force  of  eloquence,  furnishes  a  sad  and  salu- 
tary lesson  upon  the  abuse  of  the  best  gifts  of  the  Cre- 
ator. They  enslaved  their  country,  andthe  glory  which 
encircles  their  names,  is  shrouded  and  darkened  by  the  - 
reproach  of  selfish  ambition. 

In  this  country,  every  thing  tends  not  only  to  stimu- 
late the  cultivation  of  the  art  of  public  speaking  by  the 
rewards  it  pioposes,  but  to  facilitate  its  improvement; 
and  so  long  as  we  retain  that  patriotism  and  indepen- 
dence of  mind  which  have  heretofore  marked  our  na- 
fional  character,  we  shall  have  no  cause  to  apprehend 
the  fatal  consequences  which  in  other  climes  have 
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sometimes  attended  the  possession  of  popular  talents. — 

growth  ill  our  soil;  but  wliile  the  former  l:in{jui>lies  :inil 
sickens  in  itsn.itive  atmosphere,  tlie  latic.-is  nourished, 
invigorated  and  hroughl  to  he.Uthy  maturity.  Tlie 
names  of  West,  Coplet,  Alston,  Lkslie.  and  many 
others,  assert  the  undeniiblc  claim  of  .\merici  to  c;in\- 
us  in  the  arts;  but  our  free  and  equal  institutions  deny 
to  it  that  fostering  patron.ige,  without  wliicli  it  cannot 
flourish,  and  it  is  compelled  to  seek  in  anothrr  hemis- 
■  plicre,  under  the  sunsliine  of  the  ht?reditary  wealth, and 
refined  luxury  of  a  liberal  aristocracy,  those  hothouse 
influences  which  are  necessary  to  make  it  blossom, bear 
fruit  and  ripen.  I5ut  those  institutions  and  habits  of 
life  which  are  so  hostile  to  the  success  of  the  painter, 
are  calculated  to  develope  the  powers,  to  advance  the 
studies,  and  to  form  the  character  of  the  oiator.  How- 
everobscurehis  birth  and  humble  hiscondition,  the  boy 
who  feels  his  bosom  throb  with  the  divine  impulse  of 
genius,and  is  conscious  of  his  streni^th  steadily  and  per^ 
severingly  to  pursue  its  direction,  knows  that  there  is 
nothing  too  brilliant  for  his  hopes,  nothing'  too  exalted 
for  his  aspirations.  His  heart  does  not  qu-<il  under  the 
frown,  or  wither  under  the  contempt  ot  acknowledjjed 
superiors,  and  the  icy  influence  of  family  power,  c;innot 
"  freeze  the  genial  current  of  his  soul."  His  spirit 
bold,  independent  and  unrebuked,  carries  him  forward 
in  spite  of  the  puny  eff"orts  of  envious  opposition,  to 
check  his  career. 

The  school  in  which  a  youth  such  as  I  have  describ- 
ed enrolls  himself,  is  a  lawyer's  oflice,  where  alone  he 
can  expect  to  pursue  those  studies,  to  form  those  habits, 
and  to  find  those  opportunities,  which  are  to  lead  him 
to  the  objects  for  which  he  hopes.  It  is  a  school  admi- 
rably fitted  not  only  to  Instil  into  his  mind  that  learning 
which  immediately  belongs  to  his  profession,  but  to 
imbue  it  with  those  principles,  and  to  fill  it  with  th.it 
knowledge  which  will  enable  him,  at  a  future  period, 
to  wield  and  to  work,  the  most  powerful  engine  in  a 
republican  country.  Uiu-estrained  to  any  branch  of 
study,  by  being  destined  to  make  that  branch  of  the 
profession  to  which  it  appertains  his  future  pursuit,  the 
whole  volume  of  legal  science  is  laid  open  to  liim,  and 
he  must  read  it,  because  in  the  exercise  of  professional 
duty,  he  will  be  called  upon  to  apply  almost  all  its  pre- 
cepts. The  common  law  in  all  its  modifications,  the 
principles  and  pr.actice  of  courts  of  equity,  the  civil  and 
the  ecclesiastical  law,  should  be  as  familiar  to  him  as 
"household  words,"  for  they  all  enter  into  the  practice 
of  the  American  lawyer.  Connected  with  these,  a 
deep  and  accurate  knowledge  of  history,  particularly 
of  that  of  Great  Britain,  some  acquaintance  with  the 
useful  and  even  the  elegant  arts  and  sciences,  f.imiliari- 
ty  with  polite  literature,  and  more  than  all,  profound 
and  frequent  study  of  that  sacred  volume,  from  which 
are  drawn  not  only  the  purest  precepts  of  morals,and  the  i 
divine  duties  of  religion,  but  the  richest  and  most  abund- 
antsuppUes  of  thought  and  language,  are  necessary  to  ! 
enable  him  successfully  to  perfirm  the  varied  duties  of  j 
his  calling.  All  these  objects  may  and  ought  to  be  | 
pursued,  in  connection  with  his  legal  studies,  during 
the  probationary  term  of  the  student.  With  a  mind 
thus  prepared  by  previous  discipline,  he  comes  to  the 
Bar,  and  mingles  in  those  contests,  which  call  forth  his 
strength  and  exercise  his  powers.  Obliged  to  embrace 
every  variety  of  professional  employment,  every  varie- 
ty of  professional  talent  is  called  into  action.  This  di- 
versity of  objects  to  which  the  mind  is  applied,  it  it 
prevents  that  perfection  which  is  ait.ained  by  the  pur- 
suit of  a  few,  tends  to  enlarge  and  improve  the  general 
intellect,  and  is  particularly  propitious  to  the  cultivation 
of  eloquence,  the  most  valuable  talent  the  American 
lawyer  can  possess.  He  who  overcomes  the  intrica- 
cies of  the  science,  stores  his  mind  with  juridicial  learn- 
ing, and  makes  himself  familiar  with  its  practical  ap- 
plication, but  neglects  that  art  by  which  the  heart  is 
moved  and  the  understanding  convinced,  may  claim  the 


merit  of  a  sound  lawyer,  and  may  in  time  reap  the  re- 
wards of  a  succes^f^d  practitioner,  but  he  cannot  hone 
either  for  individual  distinction,  or  to  sustain  the  exalt- 
ed character  of  his  profession.  He  nuist  be  "content 
to  dwell  in  decencies  furever."  To  carry  with  liiiii 
public  feeling  and  public  opinion,  upon  which  alone 
reputation  and  success  are  built,  and  to  rise  to  that 
eminence  to  which  he  ought  to  aspire,  he  must  not 
only  possess  the  treasures  of  his  profession,  but  be  ca- 
pable of  displaying  them  to  advantage.  He  must 
"make  his  light  shine  before  men."  The  value  of  tUc 
diamond  is  unknown  and  unappreciated,  until  it  is  un- 
buried  and  made  to  sparkle  to  the  eye.  Ueplh  of  learn- 
ing, soundness  of  judgment  and  skill  in  tlie  management 
of  business  will  secure  the  confidence  of  those  who  are 
benefitted  by  these  valuable  qualities,  and  givadnally  en- 
large the  sphere  of  professional  action:  but  if  they  be 
enforced  by  the  persuasive  and  controlling  powers  of 
e'oqucnce,  full  eflTect  is  given  to  what  might  lose  part 
of  their  value,  from  not  being  properly  brought  into  no- 
tice. Nor  does  the  lawyer  depend  upon  the  favorable 
opinion  of  his  immediate  clients,  or  of  those  in  whose 
circle  they  move,  alone  for  advancement.  He  is  be- 
fore the  public,  who  will  judge  of  liim  by  the  manner 
in  which  he  exhibits  himself  to  them.  Few  have  the 
opportunity  or  the  cap  iclty,  to  appreciate  those  powers, 
however  great,  which  are  exercised  in  the  shade 
of  the  office,  or  shown,  even  in  the  skillful  con- 
duct of  a  cause  in  court,  but  all  within  the  range  of  the 
speaker's  voice  may  be  enlightened  by  his  arguments, 
touched  by  his  pathos,  delighted  by  his  imagination, 
captivated  by  his  graces,  and  carried  along  by  the  tor- 
rent of  his  eloquence.  Such  powers  invariably  com- 
mand success.  The  Importance  then  of  cultivating  this 
irresistable  talent,  cannot  be  too  strongly  impressed  on 
the  mind  of  the  student. 

But  what  is  eloquence?  It  would  degrade  its  exalted 
character  to  lend  its  name  to  that  flippancy  of  speech, 
which  indicates  little  more  than  the  conceit  of  the 
speaker,  or  to  that  emptv  and  showy  declamation,  which 
substitutessoundforsense,  and  glittering  gewgaws,  and 
tawdry  tinsel  for  real  jewels  and  sterling  metal,  or  even 
to  that  artificial  rhetoric,  formed  upon  the  rules  of  art, 
which  springs  neither  from  the  operations  of  the  mind 
nor  the  workings  of  the  heart.  The  foundations  of 
true  eloquence,  are  a  generous  spirit,  a  pm-e  heart,  a 
sound  head  and  extensive  knowledge.  "Esl  eloquen- 
tixskut  reUquarum  renim,fundamentum,  sapientla." — 
The  same  great  authority  from  whom  this  sentiment 
emanated,  himself  the  most  illustrious  example  of  the 
art  he  commends,  declares  that  every  virtue  and  every 
species  of  knowledge  are  necessary  to  constitute  the 
ch.ir.acter  of  an  accomplished  orator.  To  require  so 
much,  is  to  place  the  object  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
effort.  But  it  is  obvious,  that'the  further  we  advance 
in  the  path  he  points  out,  the  nearer  we  shall  approach 
to  that  tt  hich  is  too  high  ever  to  be  reached.  In  the 
constitution  of  a  forensic  orator,  a  thorough  acquaint- 
ance with  his  profession,  and  with  all  those  branches  of 
knowledge  which  are  ancillary  to  it,  is  an  essential  in- 
gredient, as  well  as  full  preparation  for  the  particular 
cause  in  which  he  is  to  speak.  Without  these,  even 
the  powers  of  native  and  cultivated  eloquence  will  be 
exercised  in  vain.  He. who  possesses  them,  may  enjoy 
a  short  lived  reputation  and  ephemeral  success,  but  real 
eminence  and  permanent  dist  notion,  are  reserved  for 
h'm  -vho  unites  the  .attractions  ot  the  orator,  with  the 
solid  and  enduring  qualities  of  the  lawyer.  1  he  greater 
the  depth  from  which  it  is  drawn,  the  purer  and  more 
refreshingisihe  stream.  That  eloquence  which  is  most 
j  felt  and  produces  the  greatest  results,  is  bold,  manly, 
and  impressive;  clear  in  conception,  fervid  in  expres- 
j  sion,  energetic  yet  dignified  in  action;  the  eloquence, 
not  merely  of  language  or  manner,  but  of  thought  and 
'  feeling.  The  rounded  periods,  the  beautiful  imagery 
and  the  graceful  delivery  of  the  artificial  orator,  may 
:  please  the  ear,  amuse  the  fancy,  and  command  the  ad- 
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miration  of  the  hearer;  but  they  leave  no  lasting  mark; 
the  impression  is  effaced  almost  as  soon  as  it  is  made, 
and  the  speaker  and  his  subject,  are  alike  soon  forgot- 
ten. He  bursts  forth  "like  a  bright  exhalation  in  the 
evening,"  and  like  it,  he  falls  and  is  seen  no  more.  Even 
the  splendid  rhetoric  of  Isocrates,  " pompie  mni;is 
quam  pugnce  aptinr,"  made  little  impression;  while 
amidst  a  corrupt  and  fickle  people,  the  bold,  impassion- 
ed and  natural  style  of  Demosthenes,  embodying  vig- 
orous thought  in  the  strongest  language,  disdaining  the 
pursuit  of  vain  ornaments,  but  seizing  those  happy 
illustrations  which  spontaneously  presented  themselves 
to  his  mind,  borne  down  the  subtle  sophistry  of  all  who 
opposed  him,  and  the  whole  host  of  venal  orators,  back- 
ed by  the  wealth  and  power  of  Philip,  trembled  and 
crouched  under  the  terrors  of  his  voice. 

Let  it  not  be  supposed  however,  that  language  and 
manner  are  to  be  disregarded.  They  are  the  channels 
through  which  the  thoughts  and  feelings  are  to  be  pour- 
ed forth,  and  as  they  are  shaped  the  stream  will  flow. 
The  importance  of  these  attributes  of  eloquence,  was 
appreciated  by  none  more  highly  than  by  the  great 
Athenian  orator,  the  champion  of  his  country's  liberty. 
They  should  however,  always  be  in  accordance  with 
the  character,  the  cast  of  mind,  and  the  mode  of  think- 
ing and  acting  of  the  speaker.  He  who  assumes  the 
"trappings  and  the  suits"  which  belong  to  one  of  a  dif- 
ferent form  and  stature  is  made  awkward  and  ridicu- 
lous, by  what  confer  grace  and  ease  on  their  appropri- 
ate wearer.  Hence  the  constant  failure  of  those,  who 
vainly  striving  to  form  thernselves  upon  some  popular 
model,  neglect  the  developement  of  those  talents 
and  the  improvement  of  that  species  of  eloquence, 
■which  properly  belong  to  themselves.  He  who  by  na- 
ture possesses  a  free  elocution,  a  sprightly  fancy  and 
an  easy  and  graceful  delivery,  will  speak  with  effect, 
because  he  speaks  according  to  the  impulses  of  his  na- 
ture; but  he  who  captivated  by  these  glittering  displays 
and  popular  applause  which  they  command,  omits  to 
inquii^e  into  the  character  of  his  own  mind,  and  the 
cfTorts  of  which  it  is  capable,  pursues  a  phantom  he 
can  never  grasp,  and  exhausted  in  the  chase,  falls  short 
of  the  point,  which  a  just  direction  of  his  own  powers, 
would  have  enabled  him  to  reach.  Imitation  is  the 
bane  of  excellence.  As  was  said  of  the  servile  imita- 
tors of  GiHRicK,  "those  who  always  fol'ow,  can  never 
get  before."  A  manner,  whatever  it  may  be,  which  is 
natural,  and  in  unison  with  the  character  of  him  who 
employs  it,  will  produce  greater  results,  than  the  most 
successful  imitation  of  the  best  model.  Strength  of  in- 
tellect and  force  of  character,  are  indicated  by  indepen- 
dence of  thought  and  action;  while  slavish  imitation  is 
an  unerring  denotement  of  conscious  inferiority;  for  he 
who  borrows  from  another,  acknowledges  that  he  pos- 
sesses nothing  of  his  own.  Whatever  is  done  naturally, 
is  in  general  done  well,  and  it  is  only  by  violating  na- 
ture and  attempting  to  assume  what  she  has  denied  to 
us,  that  we  show  our  weakness  and  make  ourselves  rid 
culous.  Vanity  may  induce  one  to  believe  that  he  has 
transferred  to  himself  some  portion  of  that  admiration 
justly  bestowed  upon  him  whom  he  attempts  to  folluw, 
and  even  to  imagine  that  what  he  has  stolen  from  another, 
belongs  to  himself;  but  the  deception  does  not  extend 
beyond  him  who  practices  it.  Those  who  witness 
Ilia  awkward  efforts,  are  aware  of  the  cheat,  and  like 
the  poor  daw  in  the  fable,  he  is  ultimately  exposed  to 
ridicule  and  contempt.  The  effort  therefore  of  every 
one  who  looks  for  eminence,  should  be  to  ascertain  as 
far  as  possible  the  tone  and  character  of  his  own  mind, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  can  be  most  effectually 
brought  into  active  operation.  The  diligent  and  per- 
severing cultivation  of  the  powers  he  feels  himself  to 
possess,  and  the  display  of  them  in  a  manner  easy,  na- 
tural and  unaffected,  will  make  him  more  truly  elo- 
quent, than  the  closest  imitation  of  the  most  brilliant 
orator. 
But  nature  is  not  in  tha  respect,  to  be  left  entirely  to 


herself.  She  gives  the  material,  but  it  is  to  be  worked 
up  into  the  best  form,  by  him  on  whom  she  bestows  it. 
Without  strenuous  and  untiring  efforts  to  improve  them, 
her  choisest  gifts  are  bestowed  in  vain.  The  vine 
which  left  to  itself  creeps  upon  the  ground  or  straggles 
wildly  over  bushes  and  brambles,  wheii  pruned  with 
judgment,  and  trained  by  the  hand  of  taste,  delights 
us  by  its  beauty,  and  protects  us  by  its  shade- 
It  is  a  source  of  the  most  encouraging  and  pleasing 
reflection,  that  no  faculty  is  more  susceptible  of  im- 
provement, than  that  of  public  speaking.  The  genius 
of  the  poet,  is  the  inspiration  of  nature;  but  the  orator 
is  in  a  great  degree  the  work  of  his  own  hands.  Diffi- 
dent, embarrassed  and  sinking  under  the  weight  of  his 
early  efforts,  if  he  has  courage  and  perseverance  to  go 
on,  he  finds  his  strength  increase,  his  fiiculties  develop? 
themselves,  and  his  success  far  beyond  what  he  ever 
hoped  for.  There  are  few  sensations  so  delightful  as 
those  which  attend  the  conscious  expansion  of  the 
youthful  mind,  as  light  breaks  in  upon  it,  new  ideas  are 
generated,  and  the  intellect  is  gradually  unfolded — 
These  emotions  are  not  unlike  those  which  are  expe- 
rienced,  as  the  powers  of  speaking  are  developed,  im- 
proved, strengthened  and  confirmed.  Without  refer- 
ring to  those  examples  of  successful  struggle  with  diffi- 
culties, whose  celebrity  has  made  the  subject  trite, 
many  instances  might  be  pointed  out  in  our  own  coun- 
try, and  even  without  going  beyond  the  limits  of  our 
own  Bar,  of  those  who  from  the  most  unpromising  be- 
ginnings, have  become  effective  and  successful,  and 
some  of  thtm  eloquent  and  poweiful  speakers.  Let 
then  the  success  of  others  be  an  encouragement  to  those, 
who  feeling  the  difficulties  they  have  to  encounter,  are 
disposed  to  shrink  from  the  exertions  by  which  alone 
they  can  be  overcome. 

It  has  been  too  often  supposed,  that  the  character  of  a 
profound  lawyer  is  inconsistent  with  that  of  an  accom- 
plished and  brilliant  speaker.  'I'he  suggestion  is  a 
slander  not  only  upon  the  profession,  but  upon  the  hu- 
man mind.  The  most  stately  and  magnificent  edifices 
are  erected  upon  the  broadest  and  most  sohd  founda- 
tions, and  the  most  abundant  and  fertilizing  streams  are 
poured  out  of  the  deepest  reservoirs.  How  can  the 
plant  which  springs  from  a  meagre  and  arid  soil,  pro- 
duce fruit  either  beautiful  to  the  eye  or  pleasant  to  the 
taste?  Professional  erudition  is  one^f  the  parents  6f 
professional  eloquence,  and  he  cannot  be  said  to  be 
truly  master  of  his  art,  who  does  nut  possess  both.~ 
Such  a  combination,  it  is  true  is  rare,  and  can  only  be 
the  result  of  great  natural  gifts,  cultivated  and  improv- 
ed by  close  study  and  unwearied  effort.  But  that  such 
a  happy  combination  may  exist,  there  are  too  many  ex- 
amples to  be  denied.  A  single  one  is  sufficient  to  illus- 
trate the  truth  of  the  position.  Pincknet  was  as  deep- 
ly skilled  in  all  the  varieties  of  legal  learning,  even  in 
its  most  technical  branches,  as  he  was  rich  and  elegant 
in  language,  exubeiant  and  splendid  in  imagination, 
and  fervid  and  imposing  in  delivery.  It  may  be  long 
before  our  halls  shall  again  re-echo  to  eloquence  like 
his;  but  the  example  of  his  labors  and  his  success,  may 
stimulate  others  to  follow  his  footsteps,  and  to  emulate 
his  fame.  In  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
even  the  wisdom  of  that  august  tribunal  was  enlighten- 
ed and  instructed  by  the  depth  of  his  research,  the 
clearness  and  logical  precision  of  his  arguments  and  the 
force  of  his  reasoning;  while  the  torrent  of  splendid  and 
impassioned  language  which  he  poured  forth,  glittering 
with  beautiful  imagery  and  shining  with  the  happiest 
illustrations,  astonished  and  dehghttd  all  who  heard 
him.  His  star  has  set,  but  the  effulgence  of  his  memo- 
ry remains,  the  valued  inheritance  of  the  profession  to 
which  he  belonged. 

To  that  profession  you  also  are  destined  to  belong, 
and  upon  you  will  devolve  the  high  duty  of  upholding 
its  character.  Capable  of  subserving  the  noblest  pur- 
poses, and  of  being  perverted  to  the  worst  use,  its  esti- 
mation in  the  public  mind  and  its  operation  upon  the 
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interests  of  society,  must  depend  upon  tlic  conduct  of 
its  members.  Integrity, purity,  honour,  extended  Icnow- 
ledge  and  cultivated  intellect,  will  secure  to  it  that  in- 
fluence and  respect,  which  hitherto  it  has  justly  clam- 
ed. Looseness  of  principle,  trick,  chicanery,  neglected 
or  ill  directed  talents,  will  not  only  consign  the  indivi- 
dual to  whom  such  blots  attach,  to  merited  contempt 
and  detestation,  but  sink  and  degrade  the  body  of 
which  he  is  an  unworthy  member.  He  who  actuated 
by  a  generous  ambition,  without  disregarding  the  duty 
which  every  man  owes  to  himself  and  to  his  family,  of 
securing  an  independence,  makes  honor  and  distinction 
the  stars  by  which  he  shapes  his  course,  will  add  jewels 
to  the  professioal  crown;  but  he,  who  prompted  by  tile 
meanest  p.ission  of  tlie  meanest  mind,  makes  the  acqui- 
sition of  wealth  the  darling  object  of  his  heart,  commits 
a  professioal  sin,  which  no  professional  talent  or  ac- 
quirement can  redeem.  He  may  receive  external  hom- 
age from  those  who  acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  max- 
im, that  "faults  that  are  rich  are  fair,"  but  he  can  create 
an  interest  in  no  bosom  but  his  own;  and  should  an  ad- 
verse wind  blast  his  fortunes,  those  fawning  flatterers 
who  "hinged  their  knees,  and  let  his  very  breath  blow 
off  their  caps;  praised  his  most  vicious  strain  and  called 
it  excellent,"  will  rejoice  and  triumph  in  his  fall. — 
Avarice  sucks  up  every  generous  impulse,  and  withers 
every  noble  effort. 

Your  profession  has  a  right  too,  to  claim  from  you 
scrupulous  attention  even  to  manners  and  personal  de- 
portment. Lightness,  flippancy  and  frivolity;  sarcasm, 
bitterness  and  ill  temper;  reserve,  distance  and  hauteur, 
though  they  mark  minds  of  widely  different  characters, 
alike  interfere  with  the  advantageous  exertion  of  the 
best  talents;  while  dignity,  simplicity  and  kindness,  ac- 
companied by  the  independence  of  conduct,  without 
which  no  man  is  respectable  or  worthy,  create  a  dispo- 
sition to  promote  the  views  and  advance  the  fortunes  of 
him  who  possesses  them. 

Nor  are  the  qualities  to  which  I  have  referred  with- 
out a  diiect  influence  upon  the  successful  exercise  of 
that  branch  of  professional  talent,  the  cultivation  of 
which  I  am  endeavoring  to  urge  upon  you.  The  effect 
produced  by  the  speaker  will  always  be  proportioned 
to  his  personal  dignity,  moral  excellence  and  weight  of 
character. 

To  point  out  in  detail  the  course  of  study,  and  to  in- 
dicate the  exercises  most  conducive  to  success  in  the 
pursuit  recommended  to  you,  is  unnecessary  and  would 
perhaps  be  improper.  The  sources  of  instruction  are 
sbundint  and  accessible,  and  there  are  few  which  promise 
more  effectual  aid  to  hirn  who  is  determined  to  excel, 
than  close  attention  to  the  duties,  and  assiduous  per- 
formance of  the  exercises,  of  this  excellent  institu- 
tion. 


From  the  Pittsburgh  Gazette. 
ORPHAN  ASYLUM. 

At  the  ."d  annual  meeting  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  So- 
ciety of  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny,  held  at  the  room  of 
the  Young  Men's  Society,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1835, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Herron  was  called  to  the  Chair;  the  busi- 
ness of  the  meeting  was  opened  with  pr.ayer,  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Elliott,  when  the  following  Report  of  the 
Managers  of  the  Society  was  read  and  adopted: 

The  Managers  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  Society,  in 
presenting  to  the  friends  and  patrons  of  the  Institution, 
the  third  annual  report  of  its  concerns,  would  express 
their  grateful  acknowledgments  to  the  Father  of  our 
mercies  and  God  of  all  grace,  for  the  kind  protecting 
care  with  which  He  has  encircled  this  object  of  your 
benevolence.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  recapitulate 
from  what  scenes  of  misery,  want,  and  degradation, 
your  helping  hand  has  rescued  many  of  the  children 
now  before  you.  Look  at  these  interesting  groups — 
their  cheeks  glowing  with  health,  and  their  eyes  spatk- 
iing  with  gratitude  to  you,  their  benefactors.     Compare 


them,  in  your  mind.s  with  the  squalid  vagrants  who  in- 
fest our  streets,  worse  than  fatherless  and  motherless— 
whose  parents  are  living  examples  of  vice  and  infamy 
—for  whose  precarious  subsistence  they  beg  a  scanty 
pittance  from  your  doors,  and  you  will  feci  that  your 
benevolence  has  not  been  misapplied. 

The  Orphan  Family  consist  of  twcntv  three  children. 
During  the  past  year,  they  have  been  visited  with  more 
cases  of  disease  th.-in  formerly,  yet  as  few  as  could  be 
expected  from  the  accession  to  their  niimbirandthc 
neglect  and  suffering  which  preceded  their  admission. 
In  the  summer,  Cholera  Morbus  and  other  complaints 
incident  to  children  and  the  season;  and  in  the  coin-sc 
of  the  winter,  ten  or  eleven  were  att.lckcd  with  Mea- 
sles, but  all  terminated  happily.  Hitherto,  it  has  not 
been  "the  will  of  our  Father  in  Heaven  that  one  of 
these  little  ones  should  perish;"  the  destroying  angel  has 
never  yet  been  permitted  to  visit  our  Asylum.  Twelve 
have  been  leceived,  and  four  have  been  bcund  to  res- 
pectable places  since  cur  last  report. 

In  giving  an  account  of  our  stewardship,  we  would 
first  advert  to  the  favors  received.  Mow  much  »e  are 
indebted  to  the  Reverend  Clergymen  who  have  aided 
us  by  appropriate  sermons  and  contributions  in  their 
respective  congregations,  can  only  be  estimated  by 
contrasting  their  charities  with  the  diminution  of  our 
subscription  list.  This  falling  off  has  been  to  us  a  sub- 
ject of  painful  solicitude.  To  what  can  it  be  attributed? 
We  appeal  to  you,  our  friends  and  fellow  citizens — 
your  hearts  have  not  grown  cold  to  the  child  of  sorrow 
— you  could  not  turn  a  de.af  ear  to  the  wailings  of  a  de- 
solate infant — you  would  not  say  to  the  tattered,  shiver- 
ing, f.imished  orphan,  be  ye  fed  and  be  ye  clothed, 
then  go  your  way  without  providing  either  food  or  r.-ii- 
ment.^  We  believe  you  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
judicious  application  of  the  moneys  committed  to  our 
trust  as  almoners  of  your  bounty — our  accounts  are  an- 
nually the  subject  of  your  investigation,  and  at  all  times 
open  for  your  inspection.  For  the  last  twelve  month?, 
our  subscriptions  and  donations  have  amounted  to 
S445  97  only,  while  the  expenditures  of  the  year  for 
house  rent,  maintenance  of  the  family,  including  the 
salaries  of  the  matron,  teacher,  &.C.  have  beenS621  30, 
as  exhibited  in  the  Treasurer's  report.  We  cannot,  for 
a  moment,  admit  a  suspicion  that  your  sympathii-s  >re 
chilled,  nor  can  we  rest  satisfied  without  ascertaining, 
it  possible,  the  cause  of  this  apparently  lessening  inter- 
est. May  it  not  proceed  from  a  wrong  impression  that 
we  have  accumulated  a  permanent  fund  which  renders 
us  independent,  and  precludes  the  necessity  of  annu- 
al supplies?  If  so,  the  error  must  be  corrected. — 
Our  treasury  is  in  your  bosoms.  Our  permanent 
fund  is  that  benign,  unwasting;  principle  in  the 
hearts  of  our  fellow  citizens,  whicli  is  strengthened 
by  the  assurance  that  "il  is  more  blessed  to  give  than 
receive."  1  he  Board  cannot  here  omit  an  expression 
of  their  deep  sense  of  obligation  to  Dr.  Dale,  whose 
professional  attendance  has  been  promptly,  faithfully, 
and  gratuitously  given,  under  all  circumstances  when 
requisite,  from  the  first  opening  of  the  institution  to  the 
present  period.  We  also  thankfully  acknowledge  the 
benefit  given  by  the  "Allegheny  Musical  Society." — 
And  here,  justice,  as  well  as  gratitude,  requires  the  no- 
tice of  a  donation  of  fifty  dollar?,  contributed  by  a  few 
gentlemen,  the  friends  of  David  and  William  Sproat, 
in  1833 — which,  by  an  oversight,  was  not  communicat- 
ed to  the  Secretary  for  the  report  of  that  year. 

The  purchasing  committee  have  also  reported  dona- 
tions in  provisions,  clothing,  medicines,  fuel.  Sec.  &c., 
from  various  sources,  for  which  liberality  we  are  sin- 
cerely grateful-  For  the  good  order  of  our  establish- 
ment', and  improvement  of  the  children,  we  will  say- 
nothing,  but  invite  you  to  visit  the  Orphan  House  and 
judge  for  yourselves.  While  this  institution  was  yet 
1  struggling  into  existence,  during  a  period  of  its  great- 
I  est  need,  the  benevolent  regards  of  the  late  Mr.  Mary 
t  O'Hara  were  liberally  extended  to  it»  aid,  nor  were 
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these  helpless  objects  of  her  bounty  while  living',  for- 
goUen  in  the  closing  scene  of  Iheir  generous  benefac- 
tress. Mrs.  O'Hara,  by  her  last  will,  directed  to  be 
conveyed  to  the  Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny  Orphan 
Asylum  Society,  a  lot  of  grovind  in  the  viciniiy  of  the 
city,  valued  at  §2,000  which  has  been  faithfully  com- 
plied with  by  those  who  have  the  charge  of  her  estate. 
This  legacy  will  hereafter  leach  the  stranger  that  in 
generations  past  there  was  one,  whose  heart  was  the 
seat  of  human  loveliness,  and  who  was  the  Orphan's 
friend.  The  dew  drops  of  the  morning,  while  they 
glitter  on  tlie  rose  bud  reflecting  the  brilliant  sun  beam, 
are  softening  the  petals  and  assisting  the  expansion  of 
the  flower  until  all  its  parts  are  fully  developed  and  its 
fragrance  is  under  proper  culture,  may  not  only  exhale 
a  healthful  moral  influence  here,  but  beyond  ihe  limits 
of  this  frail  being- continue  to  expand,  "Through  end- 
less ages  into  higher  powers,"  withhold  not  then,  we 
beseech  you,  those  little  annuities,  which, in  the  aggre- 
gate, like  rain  drops  running  togetlier,  form  a  stream 
of  benevolence  of  vital  impoitance  to  the  Orphan  Asy- 
lum. 

Mary  Robinson,  Treasurer,  in  account  with   the    Pitts- 
burgh and  Allegheny  Orphan  Asylum  Society — bal- 
ance from  last  year,  viz; 
Proceeds  of  F"aif  in  1833,  (now 

loaned  on  interest)  §1800  00 

Cash  on  hand,  205  12A-S2005  12J 

Donations  and   subscriptions  re- 
ceived during  the  past  year,  445  97 
Collections  in  churches  during 

the  past  year: 
1st  Presbyterian  Church,  115  31 

2d  do.  do.  39  00 

Dr.  Pressly's  do.  24  72 

Methodist  Episcopal  do.       "  31  00 

Rev.  Mr.  Kerr's         do.  54  56 264  59 

Allegheny  Musical  Society,  71  63 

Proceeds  of  Fair,  December  31, 

1834,  437  60 

Interest  on  money  loaned,  108  00 

§3332  9U 

Cr- — By  amonnt  of  current  expenses,  in- 
cluding hiiuse  rent,  matron's  salary, 
and  househMld  expenses,  §  621  •:iO 

Amount  invested  i  n  interest  to  be  appro- 
priated towards  building  a  permanent 
Asylum,  ^  2400  00 

Cash  on  hand,  to  be  appropriated  in  same 

way,  311  62i 

§3332  91i 
The  meeting  then  listened  with  deep  interest  and  in- 
struction to  an  eloquent  and  feeling  .address,  delivered 
by  the  Kev.  Dr.  Lacey,  on  the  obligations  of  charity, 
and  the  claims  of  the  destitute  orphan  to  its  bounties. 

A  brief  and  appropriate  address  was  then  made  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Elliot,  ami  the  Society  proceeded  to  the 
election  of  .Managers  foy  the  ensuing  year,  when  the 
ioUowing  ladies  were  choien. 

Mrs.  Harmar  Denny,  Mrs.  Montgomery, 

"     L.  llalsey,  "     Sellers, 

"     Upfold,  "     W.  F.  Irwin, 

"     \Vm.  Robinson,  "     Young, 

"     Bruce,  "     Wm.  Hays, 

"     Wade,  "■   M'Cormick, 

'•     M'Clure,  "     Ma^on, 

"     Camijbell,  Miss  Herron. 

It  was  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
delivered  to  the  Kev.  Dr.  Lacy,  for  the  address  just  de- 
livered, and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  for 
publication. 

May  15th.— The  Managers  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  So- 
ciety met  this  day  and  proceeded  to  the  election  of  offi- 
cers, when  the  following  persons  were  elected: 


1st  Directress — Mrs.  Denny; 

2d  Directress— Mrs.  L.  Halsey; 

Treasurer — Mrs.  W.  Robinson; 

Secretary — Mrs.  Campbell. 

Resoloed,  That  as  the  receipts  from  subscriptions 
during  the  past  jear  were  insufficient  to  defray  the  cur- 
rens  expenses  of  the  orphan  family,  committees  be  ap- 
pointed to  call  on  the  citizens  of  Pittsburgh  and  its 
Vicinity,  and  solicit:  their  increased  and  prompt  aid. 


From  the  U.  S.  Gazette. 


CITY  COUNCILS. 

The  following  petition  w.as  presented  to  Councils  at 
the  meeting  on  Thursday  evening  last,  and  referred  to 
the  Finance  Committee  with  power  to  act. 

To  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of  the  City  of 
Philadelphia. 

The  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Exchange  Company,  respectfully  represents: 

I  hat  your  memorialists  on  the  17th  day  of  January, 
1834,  borrowed  from  the  city,  as  trustees  of  Wills' 
Hospital,  forty  thousand  dollars,  on  an  intejest  of  5^ 
per  cent,  secured  by  mortgage  on  the  Exchange  build- 
ing, redeemable  in  5  years.  Exclusive  of  said  building 
the  company  have  a  property  on  the  south  side  of  Wal- 
nut street,  which  cost  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

The  funds  of  the  Company  not  being  sufficient  to 
meet  all  their  engagements,  certificates  of  loan  were 
issued  for  nearly  twenty  thousand  dollars,  which  your  me- 
morialists are  now  desisous  of  paying  off,  by  obtaining 
that  additional  sum  on  mortgage,  and  the  only  difficul- 
ty in  procuring  the  whole  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
is  the  mortgage  to  the  city,  as  capitahsts  object  to  loan- 
ing on  a  second  mortgage. 

"They  therefore  respectfully  request  permission  to 
pay  off  the  said  loan  made  to  the  company  frnm  the 
Wills'  Hospital.  They  have  however  understood,  that 
a  sum  of  nearly  twenty  thousand  dollars,  belonging  to 
the  trust  funds  of  the  Wills'  Hospital  is  uninvested,  and 
should  it  be  preferred  to  increase  the  mortgage  now 
held  by  the  city  from  forty  thousand  dollars  to  sixty 
thousand  dolKirs,  it  would  meet  the  wishes  of  your  me- 
morialists. They  beg  leave  to  submit  the  annexed 
statements,  and. remain  respectfully, 

W.  YARDLEY,  Jr. 
WM.  D.  LEWIS. 
SAM-  COMLY, 
ST'HN.  BALDWIN, 
On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Philadelphia,  Jtme  11,  1835. 
Cost  of  ground  plot  §98,000  00 

"    of  Exchange  building  184,000  00 

"    of  property  on  south  side  of  AValnut 

street  18,000  00 

§300,000  00 

Principal  of. ground  rents  23,000  00 

Stockholders  206,700  00 

Certificates  of  loan  19,700  00 

City  of  Philadelphia  40,000  00 

Balance  of  rents  and  subscriptions,  after 

paying  current  expenses,  which  have 

been  applied  to  buildings  13,000  00 

302,400  00 

The  annu.al  income  and  expenditures  are  estimated 
as  follows,  viz : 

RECEIPTS. 

Amount  of  rents  11,400  00 

Subscriptions  to  Reading  Room  9,000  00 

From  letters  and  sales  at  aution  1,000  00 

21,400  00 


1835.] 
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EXPKNDITUKES. 


Interest    on  560,000  at   5J  per 

cent 
Ground  rents 
Taxes 

Salaries  and  wages 
Newspapers  and   postage,   fuel, 

oil  and  incidental 


3,300  00 

1,380  00 

800  UO 

2,900  00 

2,400  00     10,780  00 


WEST  BKANCH  DIVISION. 

liEPOIiT  OF  J.  n.  IIARniS,  ENGINEER. 

Canal  Ofuck,  Jkrhut  Shook,? 

October  oOth,  18j4.      i 

To  mWani  F.  Pacher, 

i  Superintendent   of  tlie   AVcst  Brancli   Division   Per 


Balance  for  stockliclders 


About  five  pe 
stuck. 


cent  on  J?  20G,roO  00— amount  of 


We  some  time  since  called  the  attention  of  our  readers 
to  some  experiments  of  speed  on  the  Paisley  Canal,  and 
now  extract  the  following  notice  of  a  similar  experiment 
at  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
UNPARALLELED    SPEED   UPON  THE   CANAL. 


sj'lvania  Canal. 
Sin — In  obedience  to  the  dircclions  of  the  Ilnard  of 
§10,620  00  Canal  Commissioners,  as  comniiinicaled  in  the  IcUcr  of 
their  Secretary,  dated  the  9ih  inst.  I  hercwilh  Ir.nsmit 
to  you  the  tabular  statements  ixhibilinif  the  details  of 
my  annuul  report,  in  relation  to  the  upper  division  of 
the  Lycominjj  line. 

In  complyinff  with  the  usual  recjuisitions  of  the  Bnard, 
at  the  close  of  the  year,  it  jjivcs  nie  pleasure  to  con- 
Rratulate  you,  and  all  friends  to  the  success  of  this 
branch  of  the  Stale  improvements,  on  the  completion 
of  the  whole  line  to  its  junction  with  the  Hahl  Eagle 
creek.  And  although  this  event,  so  long  looked  for- 
On  Saturday,  some  forty  or  fiftv  of  our  citizens  took  a  ward  to  as  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  this  portion  of  the 
ride  upon  one  of  the  new  line  Packet  Bo.als,  designed  to  I  State,  has  not  transpired  so  early  by  about  one  month, 
run  between  this  city  and  Buflalo— The  boat  is  made  as  was  hoped  and  expected  at  the  date  of  my  last  annu- 
considerably  narrower  than  the  ordinary  packets;  is  ex-  I  al  report,  yet  the  work  has  been  consummated  m  time 
ceedinglv  light,  and  finished  in  the  mist  elegant  man- ;  to  admit  of  the  passage  of  the  water  throughout  the 
ner.  It 'is  a  sample  of  the  workmanship  of  our  enter-  \  whole  length  of  the  hue  before  the  setting  in  of  wmter, 
prising  fellow  citizen,  S.  C  Jones,  who  has  for  some  I  and  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  make  such  test  ol  the 
time,  we  understand,  being  of  opinion  that  a  boat  might  work  as  .justifies  the  belief  that  the  exertions  on  the 
be  so  constructed  as  to  be  drawn  bv  horse  power,  at  part  of  the  State  agents  to  construct  tl.e  work  Ml  a  per- 
the  rate  of  10  or  12  miles  to  the  hmir.  The  test  on  manent  manner,  have  not  been  misdirected. 
Saturday  was  a  deligthful  realization  of  the  fact.  Al-  The  water  was  first  admitted  into  the  Bald  Eagle  side 
though  the  horses  were  unaccustomed  to  the  business,  cut  on  the  4th  of  .luly.  It  has  been  in  constant  naviga- 
and  for  four  or  five  miles  of  the  distance,  were  exceed-  |  ble  order  since  the  first  of  September,  and  it  already 
ingly  fractiousand  hard  to  manage,the  ride  was  complet-  |  begins  to  give  evidence  of  its  importance  to  the  neigh- 
ed in  two  hours  and  thirty-four  minutes,  a  distance  of.  borhood,  in  the  traffic  which  has  been  commenced  be- 
twenty.four  miles,  including  changes  of  horses  and  a  tween  the  coal  mines  and  the  Bald  Eagle  valley,  chiefly 
short  stop  at  Spenser's  Basin.  i"  *!'«  transportation  of  Coal  to  the  Bald  Eagle,  and  in 

It  is  found  bv  experiments,  that  when  the  boat  is  pro- I  carrying  back  iron,  pigs,  castings,   lime,   agricultural 
pelled  at  the  r'ate  of  seven  and  a  half  or  eight  miles  to  ;  products  and  merchandize.^ 

the  hour,  it  rides  upon  the  swell,  creates  less  commo-  ]      The  water  was  admitted  into  the  canal  tm-ough  tl.e 
tion  in  the  canal,  than  the   common  packets  .at  4  miles  .  guard  lock  at  the  feeder  dam,  on  the  15th  of  Seplein- 
to  the  hour,  and  requires,  we  believe,  about  the  same  :  ber.     Owing  to  the  dryr 
power  to  draw  it.     An  enterprising  company  has  been  j  water  was  first  admitted,  and 
formed  to  run  a  daily  boat  of  this  size  to  BufTalo,  lea       '"  *  "■  "••"""•  '■'"° 


iot  the  weatlier,  when  the 
inued  dryness  up 
to  the  present  time,  the  process  of  filling  the  canal  has 
ing  R7ch"e^"erare7breakfaW"rnd''roi'ng"rhVough^        :  been  tedious    The  quantity  of  water  let  in  has  been  go- 
dayhght,  a  distance  of  ninety-five  miles!     This  will  be  \  vernedl3y  a  due  regard  to  the  safety  of  the^banks;j.na 
'going  ahead,"  on  th< 


I  road  principle,"  and  those 
who  are  going  from  this  to  Buffalo,  or  from  Buffalo  here, 
we  think  it  will  not  be  diflicult  to  say  how  they  will  go. 
— Rochester  Democrat. 


From  the  U.  S.  Gaictte- 
THE  WEATHER. 

During  the  last  eight  days,  the  weather  has  been  va- 
riable. On  Monday,  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  mornings, 
a  little  fire  would  have  felt  comfortable.  On  Friday 
evening,  the  12th,  the  whole  atmosphere  was  highly 
charged  with  electric  fluid,  attended  with  some  thunder 
and  rain. 

On  the  13th,  during  mid-day,  the  mercury  stood  at 
84. 

On  the  14th,  cool,  and  showery  during  the  day. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  very  cool,  mercury  at 
five  o'clock,  had  sunk  to  5i,  and  during  the     '    '     ' 


s  thought  better  to  submit  to  censure  for  ove 
tion  in  admitting  the  water,  than  to  incur  the  risk  of 
breaches,  by  letting  in  a  fiill  supply  at  once.  The  wa- 
ter has  therefore  been  admitted  so  gradually,  that  all 
defects  in  the  banks  migl.t  be  delectedand  secured  be- 
fore filling  the  levels.  The  supply  of  water  drawn  from 
the  feeder  dam  has  been  gradually  increased,  and  in 
such  ratio  as  appeared  safe  under  existing  circumstan- 
ces. The  depth  of  water  admitted  into  the  canal  at  the 
guard  lock  is  now  four  feet  eight  inches,  which  is  pass- 
ed principally  through  the  paddle  gates.  It  is  propos- 
ed to  increase  the  depth  in  a  few  days  to  five  feel,  by 
opening  the  large  gates  of  the  lock.  It  n>ay  not  be 
improper  here  to  remark,  that  the  average  capacity  of 
this  canal  considerably  exceeds  that  of  the  Pennsylvania 
canal  generally.  In  all  cases  «  here  it  could  be  done 
without  much  addititional  expense,  it  has  been  widened 
beyond  the  ordinary  breadth.  A  great  portion  of  this 
canal  is  forty-six  feet  in  breadih  .at  water  line,  instead 
ole  d.av  '  of  forty,  the  usual  breadth.     This  fact  is  stated   in  or- 


hve  OCIOCK,  naa  sunK  lo  D.},  anu  uuring  uie  wiiuic  uav  ,"■•"".'.'■■-  ■■- — • -  _,„„;,.»,1 

it  could  not  get  above  70,   which  is  six  below  summer-;  der  to  give  some  idea  of  the  quantity  of;^»^«r  Tf  ^""5^ 
v.„,  °  to  fill  a   canal   of  this  dimension,    as   compared   with 


On  the  16th,  at  5  o'clock,  mercury  55,  but  at  mid-day  i  others  of  less  capacity.  

it  rose  to  74.  Subsequently  to  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report 

%„the   17th,  at  5  o'clock,  mercury  59,  but  it  -e  |  the  feeler  cjrr^c.^ 

"on  the  18th,  at5  o'clock,  mercury  60.  but  rose  -^r^.^:^,:^;^^:^^  thM^he^^S^t 

On^t  r  19d;,  at  5  o'clock,  mercury  65.  but  rose  to    this  structure  v^nn  be  'l'^»PP°'"'!''  '"  f 'f;;;"  '"^  j^^ 
85  during  the  day.  1  permanency.     W.tb  regard  to  the  chute  of  the  feeder 
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dam,  its  loudest  opposei-s  are  obliged  to  acknowledge 
that  it  is  as  safe  as  any  other  part  of  the  river.  The  dam 
and  chute  were  completed  in  the  month  of  December 
last. 

Whilst  speaking  of  chutes,  it  may  not  be  irrelevant 
to  state  that  from  observations  made,  the  conclusion 
has  been  formed  th.at  the  following  requisites  are  es- 
sential in  the  construction  of  a  permanently  safe  chute, 
where  the  dam  is  of  considerable  height,  viz: 

First.  That  ihe  bottom  of  the  river  at  the  tail  of  the 
chute  consists  of  a  solid  rock,  or  artificial  foundation, 
which  cannot  be  disturbed  by  the  action  of  the  water; 
and  that  this  bottom  extend  for  a  distance  of  from  two 
hundred  to  five  hundred  feet  below  the  termination  of 
the  chute,  in  proportion  to  the  height  of  the  dam. 

Secondly.  That  the  chute  have  a  sufficient  length  in 
proportion  to  the  height  of  the  dam — the  length  of  the 
chute  increasing  in  a  geometrical  ratio  with  the  direct 
increased  height  of  the  dam. 

Thirdly.  That  nogrea'er  depth  of  water  be  admitted 
at  the  head  thin  is  barely  sufficient  to  carry  the  craft 
through  at  the  lowest  flood,  suitable  for  craft  to  run  in 
the  river. 

Those  appear  to  be  the  chief  and  leading  objects  to 
be  attended  to  in  those  erections,  and  are  stated  as  the 
result  of  much  reflection  on  the  subject,  in  the  hope 
that  they  may  afl"ord  some  small  degree  of  aid  in  the 
construction  of  such  works. 

During  the  winter,  ice  had  formed  on  the  pool  of  the 
feeder  dam,  of  about  ten  inches  in  thickness,  and  on 
the  river  generally,  of  sufficient  thickness  to  admit  of 
the  crossing  of  wagons  upon  it.  In  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary this  ice  went  ofl"  with  a  freshet,  which  rose  gener- 
ally ten  to  eleven  feet  above  low  water  mark.  No  dam- 
age was  done  by  this  freshet  to  any  part  of  the  work, 
except  that  of  taking  off  about  one  hundred  and  .twen- 
ty feet  of  the  breast  plank  of  the  feeder  dam.  This 
part  of  the  bre-st  has  since  been  renewed,  together 
with  the  lower  range  timbers,  which  parted  and  went 
oflTwith  Ihe  breast  plank,  and  the  whole  hasbeenmore 
thoroughly  secured  by  means  of  strong  iron  bridles, 
and  by  boiling  Ihe  whole  of  Ihe  breast  plank  lo  the 
range  timbers',  with  iron  bolts  one  inch  square.  The 
quantity  of  iron  alone  for  addition  and  repair,  amounts 
to  fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  fourteen 
pounds.  The  breast  plank  consists  of  a  double  course 
of  five  inches  thick,  oak  and  hemlock.  The  troughing 
below  the  dam  has  not  progressed  so  far  as  to  render 
any  additional  crib  work  necessary  for  its  security  as 
yet.  It  seems  probable,  however,  that  a  course  of  crib 
work  on  the  plan  recommended  in  my  report  of  last 
year  will  be  required  at  a  future  dav. 

The  waters  of  the  river  having  fallen  during  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  summer  to  a  very  low  stage,  proved  Ihe 
necessity  of  an  additional  course  of  travelling,  to  keep 
up  the  water  to  a  sufficient  height  in  the  pool  of  the 
feeder  dam,  to  afford  a  supply  for  Ihe  canal  and  for  Ihe 
preservation  of  the  timber  work  of  Ihe  dam.  The  wa- 
ters, in  the  month  of  August,  had  fiillen  to  the  depth  of 
two  feet  below  bottom  of  canal  in  the  pool  of  the  dam, 
or  seven  feet  three  inches  below  the  comb  of  the  dam. 
The  work  of  gravelling  having  been  thrown  open  to  all 
who  might  deliver  gravel  at  Ihe  price  fixed,  and  mea- 
sured in  the  flats,  a  sufficient  number  were  at  once  en- 
gaged, and  the  work  was  speedily  completed,  so  as  to 
raise  the  water  fairly  wcr  the  comb. 'at  the  same  time 
affording  a  supply  for  the  canal,  without  any  material 
aid  from  the  Bald  Eagle. '  A  small  expenditure  may  be 
required  yearly  for  some  time  in  tightening  the  dam. — 
Byjudiciousmanagement  it  may  be  kept  full  at  all  times, 
more  especisllv  if  the  supply  which  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Bald  Eagle  is  resorted  to.  The  quantity  of 
gravel  put  into  the  dam  this  season.  Is  twelve  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-six  ya#ds, — Before  the  gravel- 
ling was  commenced,the  stone  filling  of  the  dam  for  the 
depth  of  about  fifteen  inches,  was  broken  after  the 
fashion  of  turnpike  work,    so  as  to  render  it  as  com- 


pact as  possible,  and  in  order  that  it  might  hold  the 
gravel  filling  placed  on  the  top  of  it. 

Considerable  repairs  have  also  been  made  to  the  chute 
during  the  past  season,  rendered  necessary  by  the  ef- 
fects of  the  spring  freshets.  A  quantity  of  stone  filling 
was  put  in  to  secure  the  foundations  of  the  side  walls, 
and  in  order  to  level  and  smoothen  the  bottom.  The 
head  of  the  chute  was  paved,  and  a  frame  constructed 
for  the  purpose  of  shutting  the  watet  out  of  the  chute 
at  a  dry  lime.  The  shore  wall  of  the  chute  was  ex- 
tended three  hundred  and  thirty  feet  at  the  tail,  and 
carried  up  to  a  height  corresponding  with  the  adjoining 
wall. 

The  whole  of  those  additions  and  repairs  at  the  dam 
and  chute,  amount  to  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  fifty-one  and  a  half 
cents. 

The  tabular  statements  accompanying  this  report  are 
intended  lo  show,  as  far  as  practicable  within  Ihe  limits 
of  the  tables — Firstly,the  amount  of  each  item  of  work, 
excavation,  embankment,  &.c.  on  each  job,  together 
with  the  actual  cost  of  each.  Secondly,  the  actual  to- 
tal cost  of  the  work  done  under  each  general  head) 
sections,  aqueducts,  &.C.,  and  lastly,  the  total  cost  of 
the  whole  work  on  the  upper  division  of  the  Lycom- 
ing line,  including  the  feeder  and  Bald  Eagle  side 
cuts. 

The  total  cost  ol^the  whole  work,  as  will 
appear  from  the  general  abstract  state- 
ment, amounts  to  g811,332  97i 
By  referring  to  the  repert 
of  last  year,  it  will  appear 
that  the  pro.ss  amount  of 
Ihe  estimate  for  comple- 
tion, was                             8869,168  74j 
From  this  deduct  the  esti- 
mated cost   of  a  towing 
path  bridge  at  the  feeder 
dam,    an   outlet   lock   at 
Reed's  run,  and  a  guard 
lock   at  the   Blue  Rock, 
submitted  for  the  decision 
of  the  board  and  deduct- 
ed,                                           38,000  00 

831,163  m 

Surplus  applicable  to  the  payment  of  en- 
gineering and  office  expenses,  §19,835  77i 

The  total  cost  of  the  upper  division  of 

the  Lycoming Hne,)ncluding  Ihe  feeder, 

asper  my  present  report,  is  §764,056   19| 

Work  done  not  included 

of  Ihe  last  year,  viz; 
Guard  gate  at  Blue  Rock, 
Bridge    at    Muncy     town, 

(Banna's,) 
Culverts    at    Muncy  town, 

(Hanna's,) 
Repal  rs  ai'-.d  additions  to  dam 

and  chute. 
Do.    sections   47,    48,  49, 

Hip  Rap,  &c.   to  protect 

against  the  river, 


the  estimate 

$4,527  05 

495  35 

449  61 

9,811  51J 

1,739  02 


17,022  S4i 

Total  cost  of  work  estimated  last  year  on 
the  upper  division  of  Ihe  Lycoming  line 
and  feeder,  g747,033  65  i 

The  total  cost  of  Bald  Eagle  side  cut,  as 

per  my  present  report,  is  47',  276  77i 

Work   done  not  included  in  estimate   of 

last  year,  viz : 
Lock  hou.se  at  Bald  Eagle 

guard  lock,  §511  98 
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Shore    wall    below   chute, 

(Bald  Eagle  <l:.m,)  S27  85 

AVaste  wier  on  section  No.  2,         3H7  "H 

I, -or  S4i 

Total  cost  of  woik  estimated  last  year  on 

Bald  Eagjle  side  cut,  45,539  23 

Amount  upper  divibion.&c.broiight  over,   747,033  65J 


869,168  74} 
.    38,090  00 


792,572  88i 


Total  estimates  of  same  work. 
Surplus, 


595  86i 


The  work  embraced  in  the  tabuhr  statements  shew- 
ingf  the  cost  of  the  line,  does -not  include  (lie  sum  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  sec.  No.  31,  and  lock  sec. 
No.  4.  from  the  encroachments  of  the  river.  The  canal 
at  this  place  is  located  so  as  to  le.ave  a  stiip  of  land  be- 
tween tlie  canal  and  the  river,  sufficient  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  canal  at  the  present  time.  Under  this  be- 
lief, and  the  knowledge  that  this  part  of  the  line  could 
be  protected  more  cheaply  after  the  admission  of  tiie 
w.ater  tlian  during  the  construction  of  the  other  work 
of  the  sections,  this  part  of  the  river  bank  about  thirty- 
five  chains  was  left  in  its  original  shape.  Since  letting 
in  the  water,the  soakage  from  the  canal  has  causeJ  the 
bank  to  slip  between  the  towing  path  and  the  river, 
and  its  immediate  protection  is  advisable.  The  protec- 
tion should  consist  of  a  rip  rap  wall,  the  stone  for  which 
can  be  procured  at  the  rock  sections  two  and  one-lialf 
miles  higher  up  the  river,  close  to  the  bank  of  the  ca- 
nal. The  estimate  for  the  completion  of  this  protec- 
tion in  a  permanent  manner,  is  as  follows; 
Excavation,     slope,         5,000  10  §500  00 

Kip  rap,  12,000  40  4,800  00 

S5,300  00 

A  similar  protection  on  section  No.  9,  would  also  in 
my  opinion  be  a  judicious  work.  At  this  place  there 
is  barely  room  for  the  main  road  between  the  canal  and 
the  river.  The  soakage  from  the  carnal  has  converted 
the  road  into  a  quagmire,  and  both  the  preservation  of 
the  road,  and  the  complete  protection  of  the  canal 
seem  to  require  that  the  bank  should  be  secured  with 
a  rip  rap,  or  other  wall.  The  estimate  for  this  is  as 
follows: 

Excavation,     slope  1,000  10  100  00 

Kip  rap,  2,003  50        1,000  00 

Sl,100  00 

About  twelve  hundred  rods  of  fence  yet  rem.ain  to  be 
made  in  order  to  place  the  land  holders  throughout  the 
line  on  the  same  footing  in  this  particular.  They  have 
themselves  held  tl\e  contracts  for  making  the  fence, 
but  as  it  was  not  made,  it  was  not  included  in  the  state- 
ments shewing  the  cost  of  the  work.  Th's  fence  if 
made  will  amount  at  one  dollar  per  rod  to  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  D.    HARRIS, 
Engineer,  upper  division,  Lycoming  line. 


REPORT  OF  R.  FARIES,  ENGINEER. 
To  William  F.   Packer,  Esa. 

Sup't  of  the  West  Branch  Canal. 
Sir: — To  enable  you  to  report  the  transactions  upon 


yourlme, 


the  Board  ot  Canal  Commissioners,  for  tin 


year  ending  the  3Ist  October,  1834 — the  following  in- 
formation is   respectfully  furnished. — U    comprises  all 
that  is  required  from  the  engineer  department,  in  re- 
VoL.  XV.  52 


lation  to  the  old  line  and  the  lower  division  of  the  Ly- 
coming. 

The  lower  division  of  the  Lycoming  line  commences 
at  a  point  tinrty-two  perches  west  of  the  Lycominp 
creek  and  terminatcsin  the  pool  of  the  .Muncy  dam,lwo 
miles  and  two  perches  below  the  out  let  locks.  Fif- 
teen  miles  and  one  hundred  and  fifly-two  perches  of  it 
is  a  canal,  the  residue  is  a  towing  path  formed  along 
the  pool.  From  the  point  of  intersection  w.lh  the  "up- 
per division,"  to  Lock  No.  5,  the  distance  U  seventy- 
seven  p.rchcs.  The  ground  passed  over,  presented 
serious  difficulties;  embankments  had  to  be  raised  va- 
rying in  height  from  five  to  twenty-three  feet,  and  an 
aqueduct  built  four  hundred  and  twenty-twu  feet  in 
length,  including  the  wing  wall.<;  the  abutmejils  and 
piers  of  the  aqueduct  are  faced  with  lime  stone  neatly 
dressed  and  laid  in  regular  courses;  the  superstructure  is 
straight  stringers  with  balance  beams  and  under  braces; 
there  are  seven  spaces  for  the  water  of  the  creek  to 
pass  through,  forty-two  feet  in  the  dear,  each. 

The  level  commencing  at  lock  No.  5,  passes  through 
the  town  of  Williamsport,  and  terminates  at  Lock  No. 
6,  on  the  west  bank  of  Loyalsock  creek.  It  is  five 
liles  and  one  hundred  and  thirteen  perches  in  length; 
ve  small  streams  are  crossed  with  stone  culverts,  the 
i  agffi'egate  of  their  spans  is  thiity-si.'c  feet.  A  cast  iron 
pipe  passes  under  the  canal  to  drain  apart  of  the  town, 
its  calibre  is  sixteen  inches;  nine  farm  and  five  public 
bridges  have  been  built  over  this  level. 

The  Loyalsock  \ii  taken  in  as  a  feeder.  Heavy  em- 
bankments are  carried  over  the  low  ground  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  creek,  and  two  dams  built;  one  across  the 
main  channel,  four  hundred  feet  in  length,  the  other 
across  a  branch  one  hundred  and  four  feet.  At  the 
branch  a  towing  path  brid.^e  is  built  upon  bents,  the 
superstructure  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length. 
The  "  Mitchell  bridge,"  crosses  the  main  channel,  the 
abutments  and  piers  are  limestone,  dressed,  and  laid  in 
courses;  the  space  between  the  abutments  is  three  hun- 
dred ai^d  four  feet  in  the  clear,  which  is  subdivided  in- 
to three  spans,  two  of  eighty  feet  and  one  (the  centre 
span)  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  chord-  I'he 
plan  of  the  superstructure  is  a  combination  of  the  per- 
manent bridge  at  Philadelphia,  and  of  Pope's  lever 
bridge;  the  floor  rises  in  Its  whole  length  four  feet  six 
inches,  it  is  effectually  caulked  and  well  pitched,  so  us 
to  protect  the  under  work  from  the  we.ather,  the  small- 
er spans  have  versed  sines  of  six  feet,  the  larger  has  a 
versed  sine  of  nine  feet. 

Taking  the  superstructure  in  connection  with  the 
wing  wall,  the  whole  length  of  the  bridge  will  be  four 
hundred  and  thirty-four  feet.  From  the  creek  to  lock 
No.  7,  ordinary  ground  is  passed  over,  the  distance  be- 
tween lock  No.  6,  and  lock  No.  7,  one  hundred  and 
eighty-six  perches,  it  has  hut  one  public  bridge. 

Lock  No.  7,  answers  the  purpose  both  of  a  guard 
and  lift  lock,  continuing  on,  the  canal  passes  over  fa- 
vorable ground  until  it  approaches  the  east  line  of  John 
Andrew  Shulze's  farm,at  which  place  a  heavy  embank- 
ment is  raised  across  a  channel  of  the  river,  from 
whence  the  towing  path  is  carried  along  on  "  Spring 
island,"  until  it  arrives  within  a  few  roJs  of  lock  No.  8, 
where  the  first  land  Is  again  resumed,  upon  this  level 
four  bridges  occur,  two  with  abutments  alone,  one  with 
abutments  and  one  pier,  and  one  with  abutments  and 
two  piers,  length  of  level  two  miles  one  hundred  and 
twenty  eight  perches. 

Pursuing  the  bottom  land,  the  ground  was  remarka- 
bly favorable  for  a  canal;  but  one  six  foot  culvert  occurs 
until  "  Armour's  run"  is  reached,  where  another  of 
similar  chord  is  built.  After  crossing  the  run,  embank- 
ments had  to  be  raised  for  nearly  a  thousand  feet,  from 
eight  to  twentv-three  feet  high;  and  wltliin  a  few  hun- 
dred feet,  again,  embankments  had  to  be  nilsed  twenty- 
three  feet  in  height,  and  nearly  four  hundred  feet  in 
length,  and  a  cidvert  of  twelve  feet  chord  built  over 
"Carpenter's  run  j"  th«  canal  then  continue:  along  a 
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side  hill,  and  through  deep  cutting  until  it  reaches 
Lock  No.  9 — this  level  has  also  a  culvert  under  it  of  six 
feet  chord,  to  convey  water  to  the  mill  of  Robert  C. 
Hall,  and  one  public  and  six  farm  bridg-es  crosses  it. — 
It  is  three  miles  and  three  hundred  and  eight  perches 
in  length.  A  basin  twelve  rods  long  is  formed  between 
loclcs  No.  9  and  10. 

Immediately  after  leaving  Loclc  No.  10,  "  Hall's 
Bluffs"  set  in,  and  are  jjassed  by  a  wall  and  embank- 
ment fifteen  hundred  and  one  feet  in  length,  and 
twenty-two  feet  high  above  the  wafer  of  the  river. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  "Bluffs"  the  Muncy  falls 
commence,  where  every  facility  for  a  cheap  canal  was 
afforded  until  the  creek  had  to  be  crossed;  here  diffi- 
culties beyond  what  was  at  first  anticipated,  had  to  be 
encountered.  On  the  west  side  of  the  creek  the  rock 
made  its  appearance,  and  it  was  confidently  believed 
that  it  could  be  got  at  to  found  the  abutments  and  piers 
for  an  aqueduct  the  whole  distance  across;  this  idea, 
however,  proved  fallacious,  for  after  several  unsiiccess- 
ful  attempts  to  get  to  the  rock  on  the  east  side,  that 
abutment  and  the  pier  next  it  had  to  be  founded  upon 
cribs;  they  are  well  secured  with  heavy  rip-rap,  and  a 
crib  sunk  immediately  below  filled  with  heavy  stone. 

The  distance  between  the  face  of  the  abutments  is 
one  hundred  and  ninety  feet  sub-divided  into  four  spans 
of  forty  feet,  each,  in  the  clear;  the  remaining  part  of 
the  space  is  occupied  by  the  piers.  Notwithstanding 
the  unforeseen  difficulties  the  water  was  passed  within 
a  few  days  of  the  time  contemplated  in  my  last  year's 
report. 

The  flat  below  Muncy  creek  is  considerably  depress- 
ed below  the  level  of  the  canal,  it  is  crossed  by  heavy 
embankments.anda  twelve  feet  culvert  at  "Glade  run," 
upon  which  immediate  relief  is  had,  and  the  ground 
continues  favorable  until  the  canal  arrives  at  Lock  No. 
11.  Length  of  level  two  miles,  two  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four perches,  upon  which  there  are  three  public  and 
two  farm  bridges,  there  is  also  a  four  feet  culvert  un- 
der this  level  that  drains  a  piece  of  low  ground  lying 
behind  the  borough  of  Muncy. 

Between  Lock  No.  11  and  No.  12,  (the  out  lets)  a 
large  basin  is  formed  sixty-four  rods  long,  with  an  ag- 
gregate width  of  eighty  feet.  Boats  may  safely  moore 
in  this  basin  at  such  times  as  the  river  may  be  too  high 
to  venture  into  the  pool  of  the  dam. 

The  remainder  of  the  distance  of  the  lower  division, 
two  miles  and  two  perches  is  towing  path,  formed 
partly  along  a  slate  bluff,  and  partly  on  the  alluvial 
bank. 

The  tables  show  the  amount  of  work  done  upon  each 
section,  and  upon  each  item  of  incidental  work,  togeth- 
er with  the  names  of  the  contractors. 

The  aggregate  of  the  cost  is  as  follows,  viz: 


On  the  fourth  of  July,  the  first  boat  navigated  the 
canal  as  high  up  as  the  Loyalsock,  since  which  time 
that  portion  of  the  canal  has  been  in  good  order,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  period  when  the  water  in  the 
creek  was  too  low  to  feed,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  have 
it  in  my  power  to  say,  that  no  breach  has  occurred. 

The  remainder  of  the  lower  division  will  be  fiit  for 
use  in  a  few  days;  the  water  from  above  has  already 
passed  this  place. 

When  I  submitted  you  my  report  of  1833,  the  Lew- 
isburg  cross  cut  was  so  near  being  completed,  that  the 
water  had  been  introduced.  It  has  also  been  fortunate, 
in  not  having  any  breaches.. 

The  whole  cost  is  as  follows: 
Cost  of  work  dime  by  William  Cameron, 

on  canal,  locks  and  dam,  Sec,  29,739  75 

Cost  of  work  done   by  James  Lee,    on 

towing  path  bridge  and  embankment,  1,767  84 

Cost  of  fence  made  by  Abbot  Green,  382  00 

Cost  of  removing  buildings  by  Rebecca 

Steadman,  200  00 


Total  cost. 


§32,029  59 


Upon  the  line,  the  only  work  put  under  contract,  ex- 
cept such   as  was  done  by  the  supervisor  during  the 
past  season,  was  the  weigh  lock  at  Northumberland.  . 
The  amount  estimated  for  work  done,  is  3,100  00 

The  amount  required  to  complete,   in- 
cluding buildings,  9,500  00 


Total  cost. 


Si 2, 600  00 


For  Sections, 
Dams, 
Aqueducts, 
Locks, 

Public  and  farm  bridges. 
Towing  path  bridges. 
Culverts, 
Waste  wiers. 
Lock  Houses, 
Miscellaneous  work. 
Fence, 


§147,182  03i 

14,684   12 

30,328  66 

38,115  51 

19,056  28 

16,063  72 

10,432  61 

1,951  36J 

3,074  71 

24,214  65i 

8,955  37 


§314,059  03 
Amount  required  to  complete,  for 
fence,  etc.,  500  00 


Total  cost. 


8314,559  03 


The  lockage  in  the  whole  distance  is  fifty-six  feet, 
divided  into  nine  lifts,  viz:  Lock  No.  5,  has  a  lift  of 
four  feet,  No.  6,  seven  feet,  No.  7,  five  feet.  No.  8,  six 
feet.  No.  9,  six  feet.  No.  10,  six  feet.  No.  11,  six  feet, 
and  No.  1 2,  two  eight  feet  lifts  combined. 


The  estimate  made  last  year,  was  for  a  lock  of  wood 
and  stone  combined,  the  lock  now  being  built  is  of  cut 
stone,  one  foot  of  the  bed  and  joints  of  the  ashler,  is 
laid  in  "  Roman  cement;"  the  residue  of  the  walls  is 
grouted  with  a  cement  manufactured  from  a  substance 
taken  from  "  Laries  bluffs,"  on  the  West  Branch.  The 
superiority  of  the  work,  when  completed,  will  fully 
justify  the  increased  expense. 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners, 
in  compliance  with  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  last  ses- 
sion, George  Eckert  of  Milton,  in  the  county  of  North- 
umberland, was  permitted  to  take  water  from  the  canal 
for  milling  purposes,  for  which  he  is  to  pay  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  und  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum,  for 
four  inches  of  water,  four  feet  in  width,  drawn  from 
the  surface. 

On  the  20th  of  September  last,  the  water  was  first 
introduced  into  his  mill  race;  since  which  time,  the 
mill  has  been  supplied  from  the  canul,  with  the  quanti- 
ty of  water  heretofore  specified. 

ROBERT  FARIES,  Engineer, 
Northumberland  and  Lower  division, 

of  the  Lycoming  line. 

WiLLiAMSPOKT,  October  29,  1834. 


TO  THE  CITIZENS  OF  PHILADELPHIA 

The  undersigned  were  appointed,  under  a  resolution 
of  a  General  Town  Meeting,  held  on  the  3d  inst.,  to 
prepare  a  Remonstrance  to  the  City  Councils  against  a 
project  submitted  to  them,  for  removing  the  Market 
House  from  High  street. 

The  project  referred  to  did  not  originate  in  any  petir 
tion  to  Councils.  It  was  a  mere  suggestion,  embraced 
in  a  Report  of  certain  Commissioners,  who  were  ap- 
pointed by  Councils  to  consider  the  best  mode  of  con- 
veying goods  to  and  from  the  Broad  street  Rail  Road  to 
the  wharves. 

This  Report  has  been  before  Councils  for  about  a 
month,  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  carry  the  pro- 
posed change  into  execution.  So  far  as  public  opinion 
has  been  expressed,  it  is  known  to  be  hostile  to  the 
removal  of  the  Market  Houses.  The  undersigned  can- 
not suppose  that  Councils  will  be  so  unwise  as  to  re- 
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linquish,  without  any  equivalent,  an  annual  income 
equal  to  that  of  a  capital  of  three  hundred  tliousaiul 
dollars,  an'l  then  incur  an  expcmliture  probably  of  a 
million  of  dollars  In  short,  the  pnij^ct  so  far  is  abor- 
tive; and  it  is  presumed,  that  a  remonstrance  was  to  be 
presented  only  in  the  event  of  any  serious  effort  to  car- 
ry the  project  into  execution. 

Until  some  such  effort  shall  be  made,  therefore,  tlie 
undersigned  deem  it  inexpedient  to  exercise  the  pow- 
er conferred  on  them,   of  cilfrng   another  Town  Meet- 
ing-, or  of  submitting  a  remonstrance  to  Councils. 
Paul  Ucck,  Jl\  James  Paul, 

W.  .f.  Duane.  Joseph  S.  Riley, 

George  Emerick,  Bernard  B.  Hazelton, 

Edward  Macpherson,  Thomas  Fletcher, 

Morgan  Carr,  William  H.  Davis. 

ROBINSON  R.   MOORE, 

Sccretarj'. 
Jo!tE  17,  1835. 


RAIL  W  AYS— WATEIl  POWER. 

The  Richmond  Compiler  publishes  a  description  of 
a  novel  mode  of  applying  the  water  power  of  river.«, 
suggested  by  Mr.  Heron,  Civil  Engineer,  at  Richmond. 
If  the  application  be  practicable  in  the  mode  and  to  the 
extent  described  by  Mr.  Heron, — and  we  have  no  rea- 
son to  doubt  that  it  is, — the  discovery  is  of  no  ordinary 
importance. 

The  principle  is  this: — to  apply  the  water  power  ac-  I 
cumuLited  at  the  locks  of  a  Canul  to  a  '•  breast  wheel" 
or  "  pitchbaciv,"  whereby  four-fifths  of  the  power  will 
be  av.ailable  to  set  any  machinery  in  motion.  Let  it, 
says  Mr.  Heron,  be  applied  to  an  endless  chain  or  rope, 
passing  over  suitable  rollers  along  the  line  of  a  Rail  way, 
after  the  manner  of  the  stationary  system  of  steam  en- 
gines, we  shall  have  a  water  power  Rail  way  entirely 
free  from  the  objections  that  can  fairly  be  urged  to  the 
stationary  steam  engines,  of  the  necessity  of  keeping 
up  the  fire  and  steam,  &c. 

Mr.  Heron  first  enters  into  a  calculation  to  show  the 
force  of  the  moving  power,  and  comes  to  the  result  that  j 
between  Covington  and  Richmond,  a  distance  of  two  I 
hundred  and  fifty  miles,  the  water  power  of  the  James 
river  would  be  adequate  to  the  transit  and  delivery  of; 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  tons  hourly.  i 

He  next  makes  an  estimate  of  the  cost  ot  the  appllca-  i 
tion,  substituting  a  granite  tram  way  for  the  iron  rail  | 
way,  which  is  as  follows  for  a  power  capable  on  the 
James  river  of  delivering  one  hundred  tons  per  hour.  I 
Motive  power.or  proportionate  cost  of  dams  | 

per  mile,  ?3,250  j 

Ropes,  a  double  line  per  mile,  1,800  1 

Rope  rollers,  put  up,  850  j 

Broad  granite  or  marble  tram  way,  double  I 

track,  ^  8,000 

Grading  and  bridging  per  mile,  2,000  j 
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MANCHESTER  RAIL  WAV. 
By  Mr.  David  Stevenson,  Edinburg— read  before  the 
Society  of  Arts  for  Scotland,  25lh  I'cbruary,  1835. 
The  improvement  of  R;iil  way  commimication  is  now 
a  subject  of  so  mucl\  importance,  that  any  obacrvaliom 
relative  to  the  construction  of  rail  ways,  or  the  best 
mode  of  conducting  traffic  on  them,  especially  such  as 
are  elicited  In  the  course  of  practical  trials,  will  gener- 
th  some  share  of  public  attention.  I,  there- 


ally  I 

fore,  venture  to  address  to  this  Society  a  few  observa- 
tions upnn  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Rail  way,  the 
most  remarkable  work  of  the  kind  hitherto  execule<l, 
both  as  regards  the  rail  way  itself,  and  the  means  of 
traffic  employed  on  it.  These  observations  occurred  lo 
me  during  a  late  professional  engagement  on  that  work 
under  Mr.  Mackenzie  of  Liverpool;  and  though  I  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  give  a  lengthened  account  of 
the  rail  way,  I  trust  that  some  of  the  facts  which  I  have 
collected  will  be  found  sufficiently  interesting  to  excuse 
me  for  having  brought  ihem  under  the  notice  of  the 
Society. 

The  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Rail  w.iy  was  opened 
on  the  15th  of  September,  1830.  Its  formation  and 
construction,  including  the  erection  of  lodges,  depots, 
and  offices,  is  said  to  have  cost  about  one  million  ster- 
ling, or  at  the  rate  of  33,300/.  per  mile;  but  as  much  of 
the  work  was  not  done  by  contract,  this  rail  way  cannot 
be  taken  as  a  criterion  of  tlie  expense  of  operations  of 
this  nature,  which  now  are  executed  at  a  much  lower 
rate. 

The  whole  length  of  the  main  line  is  thirty  miles. — 
It  forms  a  double  way  composed  of  four  single  tracks  of 


Add  ten  percent,  for  superintendence. 


Si''.'too 


Mr.  Heron  invites  men  of  science  tc  investigate  hli 
proposed  plan. 


THE  CROPS  IN  NORTHUMBERLAND. 

The  Miltonian  of  the  13th  inst.  says: — "  The  cut 
worm  has  been  very  destructive  In  this  section  of  the 
country — entire  fields  of  corn  have  been  destroyed  by 
this  mutish  insect:  what  is  left  looks  promising — and 
Thursday  night's  rain  has  given  new  vigour  to  the 
prospects  of  the  husbandman.  There  is  a  hope  that 
the  crops  this  season  will  not  make  more  than  half  a 
failure." 


s,  having  several  branches  to  towns  and  collieries 
on  either  side.  These  branches,  in  most  instances, 
consist  of  only  a  single  way,  with  passing  places.  Con- 
nected with  the  main  line,  there  are  many  works  of  im- 
portance and  interest,  including  three  tunnels,  sixty- 
three  bridges,  and  several  cuttings  and  embankments 
of  great  extent.  The  drainage  of  Chatt  Moss,  and  the 
conveyance  of  the  Rail  way  over  that  bleak  and  uncul- 
tivated tract  of  country,  are  also  particularly  worthy  of 
noiicei  but  as  accounts  of  these  works  have  already 
been  made  public,  I  shall  not  farther  notice  them. 

Except  at  Whistonand  Sutton  Inclined  planes.where 
the  inclination  is  at  the  rate  of  one  foot  perpendicular 
to  ninety-six  horizontal,  there  is  no  part  of  the  Liver- 
pool and  Manchester  Rail  way,  more  than  one  in  8S0; 
and  the  curves  In  no  instance  deviate  from  the  stralglit 

line  more  than  four  inches  in  the  chain,  or  66  feet 

The  inclination  of  one  in  880  is  hardly  felt  by  the  loco- 
motive engines,  and  the  curves  are  so  gentle  as  to  af- 
fect their  progress  very  little.  But  the  inclines  of  one 
in  96  on  the  main  line,  and  several  of  the  curves  on  the 
branch  lines,  prove  formidable  impedimen's,  by  dimin- 
ishing the  speed  of  the  engines,  and  occasionally  caus- 
ing them  to  stop.  The  distance  between  the  rails  form- 
ing the  tracks  is  4  feet  8i  inches,  and  the  distance  be- 
tween tHe  two  rail  roads  or  ways  is  the  same.  The  rails 
are  of  that  form  technically  called/sA-ic//i>(/ edge  rails; 
they  are  made  of  malleable  iron,  in  lengths  of  IS  feet, 
and  weigh  at  the  rate  of  351b.  to  the  yard.  They  mea- 
sure 2  inches  in  breadth  at  the  top,  2i  inches  in  depth 
at  the  chair,  and  3i  inches  In  the  middle. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that,  when  these  rails  break, 
the  fracture  is  generally  a  few  inches  from  the  part 
resting  in  the  chair,  and  never  in  the  thick  part  of  the 
rail, between  the  points  of  support, which  has  led  to  the 
adoption  of  a  parallel  railin  all  cases  of  repair.  This 
rail  weighs  at  the  rate  of  401b.  to  the  lineal  yard.  At 
every  three  feet  the  rails  rest  in  a  cast  iron  chair,which, 
Inclildlng  keys  and  spikes,  weighs  about  161b.  The 
chairs  rest  upon  stone  blocks  in  the  cntjings  where  the 
ground  is  solid,  and  upon  wooden  skepers  on  the  em- 
bankments. The  resting  blocks  contain  4  cubit  feet  of  ■ 
stone;  two  holes,  6  inches  in  depth  and  IJinch  in  diam- 
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eter,  are  drilled  in  them,  and  into  these,  oak  treenails 
are  driven,  to  wliich  the  chairs  are  spiked.  The  sleep- 
ers are  of  oak  or  larch,  and  contain  about  H  culiic  foot 
of  timber;  they  measure  (rom  9  to  10  feet  in  It-ngth, 
and  being'  laid  across  the  road,  each  sleeper  gives  sup- 
port to  both  rails.  When  sleepers  are  used,  a  seat  is 
cut  in  them  for  the  cliair,  which  is  simply  spiked  down 
to  them.  A  piece  of  cloth  or  fell  dipped  in  pilch  is 
generally  interposed  between  the  chair  and  the  stone 
blocks  to  make  the  seat  more  solid.  The  blocks  occa- 
sionally split  when  the  treenails  are  not  driven  home 
with  care,  but  the  sleepers  are  most  frequently  in  want 
of  repair  and  renewal. 

The  repair  and  keeping  of  the  way  was  this  year 
(1834)  let  by  contract  for  6000/.  being  at  the  rate  of 
200/.  per  mi'lc.  The  contractor  furnishes  labor,  chairs, 
keys,  and  spikes,  wliile  the  Rail  way  Company  furnish 
rails,  blocks,  and  sleepers.  They  calculate  upon  ha- 
ving to  renew  one  chair  per  mile  per  day,  and  ISO/, 
per  annum  is  taken  as  the  outlay  for  keys  and  spikes. 
The  workmen  employed  in  repairing  the  rails,  and 
keeping  the  road  in  order,  are  called  plate  layers,  and 
the  tear  and  wear  is  so  great,  that  there  is  constant 
employment  found  for  three  men  on  every  mile  of  the 
rail  way.  The  ballaslings,  in  which  the  blocks  and 
sleepers  are  embedded,  consist  of  sand  and  broken 
stone,  and  form  a  stratum  of  two  feet  in  thickness. 

The  Rail  way  Company  have  had  thirty-two  locomo- 
tive carriages  made,  five  or  six  of  which  are  now  out 
of  use,  and  many  of  those  at  present  on  the  road  have 
been  alrnost  totally  renewed.  Tliese  carriages  are  all 
Tiumberedand  named.  No.  1  is  called  the  "  Rocket." 
This  engine  was  made  by  Messrs.  Stephenson  the  en- 
gineers, and  is  that  which  did  them  so  much  honor  in 
carrying  off  the  prize  of  5U0/.  given  by  the  Directors  of 
the  Liverpool  and  Manchester  Rail  way  for  the  best  lo- 
comotive carriage.  It  has  been  little  used,  and  is  still 
in  good  repair. 

The  locomotive  carriages  used  at  present  on  the  rail 
way  are  of  three  kinds,  and  arc  called /rmn, /t/^u-nge, 
and  bmik  engines-  The  train  engines  average  about 
thirty  horses'  power.  They  weigh  about  eight  tons, 
and  cost  about  900/.  1  he  luggage  engines  are  in  gene- 
ral thiity-five  horses'  power,and  weigh  about  nine  tons. 
They  cost  about  1000/.  There  are  only  two  bank  en- 
gines, the  "  Coliah,"  and  the  Samson,"  which  are  used 
for  assisting  the  tr.ains  with  passengers  and  luggage  up- 
on the  inclined  planes  at  Whiston  and  Sutton.  They 
are  about  fifty  horses'  power,  weigh  about  twelve  tons, 
and  cost  about  1100/.  The  cylinders  of  these  different 
engines  measure  fiom  eleven  to  fourteen  inchesindi- 
arneter,  and  the  length  of  strokes  varies  from  si.xleen 
to  twenty  inches.  The  carriages  used  for  conveying 
water  and  fuel  for  the  engine  are  called  lenders-^  they 
have  four  wheels,  and  are  yoked  behind  the  engines. — 
They  avenge  when  loaded  about  four  tons  weight,  and 
cost  about  150/.  each. 

The  principle  on  which  the  boilers  are  constructed, 
is  simple,  and  at  the  same  time  very  efficient.  For  this 
invention,  it  is  believed  the  Rail  way  Company  are  in- 
debted to  their  treasurer,  Mr.  Booth.  The  shell  or  out 
side  coating  of  these  boilers  consists  of  sheet  iron,  half 
an  inch  in  thickness.  Brass  tubes,  one-eighth  of  an  inch 
in  thickness,  and  from  one  to  three  inches  in  diameter, 
are  rivetted  or  fixed  into  the  end  plates  of  the  boiler, 
and  being  open  at  both  extremities,  allow  the  fire  to 
pass  freely  through  them.  By  this  means  a  great  sur- 
face of  the  water  contained  in  the  boiler  and  surround- 
ing the  tubes  is  exposed  to  the  heat,  and  the  steam  is 
more  quickly  generated  than  in  the  common  boilers. — 
A  steel  ring,  about  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness, 
one  inch  in  breadth,  and  slighly  tapered,  is  driven  into 
the  brass  tube,  after  it  is  filled  into  the  boiler  plate,  by 
which  means  the  tube  is  wedged  against  the  plate,  and 
thereby  rendered  water  and  steam  tight.  'I  he  tubes 
are  proved  by  means  of  a  water  pressure  of  50  lbs.  on 
the  square  inch,  and  notwithstanding  this,  they  fre- 


quently burst.  When  this  accident  happens,  the  engi- 
stops  both  ends  of  the  broken  tube  with  wooden 
plugs.  The  mechanics  connected  with  the  rail  way 
prefer  the  large  tubes  of  three  inches  bore  to  the  small 
one',  which  are  more  apt  to  get  choaked  with  soot  and 
ashes.  The  boilers  are  generally  seven  feet  long,  and 
four  feet  in  diameter,  and  contain  about  seventy  or 
eighty  of  the  small  sized  tubes.  Round  the  boiler  there 
is  a  lugging  or  casing  of  one  half  inch  deal  timber,  fi.^- 
ed  with  iron  hoops,  which  being  a  non-conductor,  pre- 
vents the  radiation  of  heat,  and  greatly  facilitates  the 
generation  of  steam,  especially  in  frost,  or  in  a  damp 
state  of  the  atmosphere.  The  time  required  forget- 
ting up  the  steam,  even  in  the  most  improved  boilers, 
is  generally  above  an  hour,  when  every  thing  is  in  a 
cold  st.ate.'  The  Act  of  Parliament,  in  consequence  of 
the  sm.oke  raised  by  pit  coal,  enforces  the  exclusive  use 
of  coke,  which  increases  the  expense  of  fuel  about  40 
per  cent. 

The  cylinders  are  horizontal  in  all  the  locomotive 
carriages,  with  the  exception  of  two,  in  which  they 
are  vertical,  and  these  are  not  found  to  answer  so  well, 
and  require  more  repair;  the  cause  of  which  may  be 
satisfactorily  explained  in  Ihe  followingmanner:— When 
the  cylinders  are  vertical,  the  machinery  cannot  yield 
to  the  up  and  down  motion  of  the  piston  rod,  and  has 
consequently  to  bear  the  whole  shock;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  when  the  cylinders  are  placed  horizontal- 
ly, the  motion  of  the  piston  tends  to  impel  the  carriage 
along  the  rails,  by  whicVi  tlie  shock  is  deadened,  and 
has  not  so  injurious  an  effect  upon  the  machinery.  The 
objection  to  horizontal  cylinders,  founded  upon  the 
more  rapid  abrasion  of  the  lower  side  of  the  piston  by 
the  effect  of  gravity,  is  not  found  to  have  much  force 
in  practice.  In  some  carriages  the  piston  rods  are  con- 
nected to  the  outside  of  the  two  tore-wheels,  but  in 
the  improved  engines  they  are  connected  to  cranks  on 
the  axle  of  the  carriage,  in  which  case  the  cylinders 
are  placed  below  the  boiler,  and  are  quite  hid  from 
view.  On  these  engines  also  the  wheels  themselves 
are  connected  by  rods,  by  which  means  the  moving 
power  is  applied  to  four  wheels  instead  of  two,  which 
doubles  the  adhesion  of  the  carriage  to  the  rails.  The 
cross-head  At  the  end  of  the  piston  rod,  working  in  a 
slide  produces  the  parallel  motion.  I  may  add,  that 
some  experiments  were  made  on  Ihe  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  Rail  way,  with  Lord  Dundonald's  rotatory 
engine,  which  were  of  so  favourable  a  nature,  as  to  in- 
duce the  Rail  way  Company  to  construct  a  locomotive 
carriage  on  that  principle.  1  have  not,  however  heard 
whether  their  efforts  to  introduce  the  rotatory  system 
have  proved  successful. 

The  fire-box,  consists  of  a  double  ousting  of  metal, 
with  an  intervening  space  of  about  4  inches.  Thisspace 
is  filled  with  water,  and  has  a  free  communication  with 
the  boiler,  of  which  it  may  be  said  to  form  a  p.art.  It 
has  a  grated  or  ribbed  bottom  fur  holding  the  fuel, 
about  nine  square  feet  in  surface.  The  smoke-box  and 
the  funnel  are  made  of  iron,  and  are  indispensable  for 
catching  the  dust  and  embers  blown  through  the  lubes, 
.carrying  off  the  smoke  and  steam,  and  causing  a 
draught  for  the  combustion  of  the  fuel.  In  the  improv- 
ed engines,  the  waste  steam  is  ingeniously  blown  into 
the  tender,  and  heats  the  water  for  the  supply  of  the 
boiler. 

The  framing  in  some  instances  is  made  of  cast  iron, 
but  more  generally  of  wood.  It  rest  upon  the  axles, 
and  suppbrts  all  the  machinery,  together  with  the  boiler 
and  its  accompaniments.  Connected  with  it  also  are 
springs  for  rendering  the  motion  as  smooth  as  possible 


*  A  member  of  the  Society  having  mentioned,that  on 
the  Glasgow  and  Garnkirk  Rail  way,  the  steam  is  raised 
in  20  minutes,  I  think  it  necessary  to  remark,  that  the 
time  stated  in  the  text  is  dated  from  the  first  application 
of  heat  to  Ihe  fuel,  and  is  the  result  of  jnany  observa- 
tions made  by  me  while  at  Liverpool. 
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for  the  machinery.  The  carri-iges  have  generally  four 
wheels;  the  "Atlas,"  however,  and  siime  others  have 
six.  In  some  carriages  all  the  wheels  arc  of  the  same 
size,  and  about  five  feet  in  diameter,  «  hile  others  have 
one  smaller  pair  of  wheels  about  four  feet  in  diameter. 
The  naves  and  rims  ai-e  of  cast  iron,  and  the  spokes  and 
tires  of  malleable  iron.  Sometimes,  however,  the 
greater  part  o(  the  wheels,  like  the  framing,  is  made  of 

It  was  lately  suggested,  as  an  improvement  on  loco- 
motive carriages,  to  work  the  engines  more  slowly, 
and  to  produce  the  same  or  a  greater  speed  by  increas- 
ing the  size  of  the  wheels.  Wheels  of  six  feet  in  diame- 
ter were  accordingly  applied  to  one  of  the  engines,  but 
were  found  to  produce  an  unsteady  motion,  and  .so 
greatly  to  increase  the  liability  of  the  carriage  to  start 
off  the  rails  or  break  down,  that  they  were  immediately 
discontijiued.  The  r,iil  way  Company  at  present  al- 
low no  wheels  more  than  five  feet  in  diameter  to  be 
used  on  the  line.  The  greatest  speed  which  the  engines 
have  been  able  to  attain  on  a  level,  is  sixty  miles  per 
hour,  without  a  Io:ul.  The  Planet  engine  with  her 
tender  went  from  Liverpool  to  Manchester  in  forty-five 
minutes!  being  at  the  astonishing  rate  of  forty  miles  per 
hour,  including  time  lost  in  stoppages  and  ascending 
the  inclined  plane. 

During  the  wet  weather  the  engine  wheels  are  found 
to  adhere  better  to  the  rails  than  in  dry  weather,  but  if 
the  rails  are  only  damp  or  greasy,  the  wheels  have  a 
tendency  to  slide  instead  of  rolling,  and  the  carriages 
then  have  considerable  dlfBculty  in  dragging  along  their 
loads.  According  to  Mr.  Booth's  experiments,  the  ad- 
hesion of  the  wheels,  in  the  most  unfavorable  state  of 
the  rails,  is  equal  to  one-twentieth  of  the  weight  sup- 
ported by  them.  During  frost,  a  loaded  wagon  is  gene- 
rally placed  before  the  engine  to  rub  off  any  ice  or 
hoarfrost  that  may  adhere  to  the  rails.  After  the  steam 
is  thrown  off,  and  the  break  or  drag  applied,  in  order 
to  stop  the  trains,  the  time  that  elapses  before  they 
cease  to  move,  is  g-enerally  from  40  to  69  seconds  but 
this  depends  entirely  on  the  state  of  the  rails,  and  the 
rate  at  which  the  carriages  are  moving. 

There  are  generally  eight  or  ten  engines  at  work  on 
the  line,  each  of  which  makes  four  trips  a-day  between 
Liverpool  and  Manchester,  and  on  coming  in  at  night 
the  steam  is  blown  off,  and  the  machinery  is  thoroughly 
cleaned.  At  e.ich  end  of  the  line  the  company  have  a 
depot,  consisting  of  sheds,  where  the  engines  are  re- 
paired at  the  sight  of  an  overseer  or  manager,  and  it  is 
not  a  lilile  remarkable  that  200  men  are  employed  in 
keeping  these  engines  in  good  order.  The  carriages 
are  daily  in  want  of  some  small  repair,  but  they  gene- 
rally run  about  eighteen  months  before  receiving  a  re- 
newal, or  thorough  repair.  Tlie  "Vulcan,"  a  train 
engine,  ran  no  less  than  47,000  miles  before  it  required 
to  be  taken  into  tlie  shed  for  repairs,  and  the  "Fire-fly" 
ran  50,000  miles.  1  have  never  seen  any  correct  ac- 
count of  the  work  done  by  the  several  engines,  or  the 
repairs  made  on  them.  According,  however,  to  the 
rail  way  Company's  reports,  the  expenditure  connected 
with  the  locomotive  power,  exclusively  of  outlay  for 
new  engines,  amounts  to  the  extraordinary  sum  of  about 
28,000/.  per  annum.  On  visiting  the  Stockton  and 
Darlington  rail  way  in  the  month  of  November  last,  I 
learned,  through  the  kindness  of  Messrs  Pease,  the 
promoters  of  this  undertaking,  that  the  engines  running 
on  that  rail  way  very  seldom  required  repair;  although 
in  their  construction,  and  the  workmanshi)!  employed 
on  them,  they  fall  greatly  short  of  those  in  use  on  the 
Liverpool  and  Manchester  line.  But  at  Darlington  the 
rate  of  travelling  is  only  eight  miles  per  hour,  while  at 
Liverpool  twenty-five  miles  per  hour  is  the  usual  speed; 
and  hence  we  are  fully  warranted  in  supposing  that  the 
great  tear  and  wear  on  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester 
rail  way  may  be  chiefly  attributed  to  the  speed  at  which 
the  engines  are  worked.  Notwithstanding  the  smooth 
surface  on  which  the  carriages  run,  and  the  judicious 


use  and  application  of  springs,  the  tremor  or  shaking 
of  the  engines  is  verv  coii»lderi.ble.  and  is  much  incrcM- 
cd  with  speed.  When  moving  at  the  rale  of  Iwcnly- 
five  or  Ihutv  mdcs  per  hovir,  the  tremulous  motion  of 
the  engine  becomes  quite  alarming  to  those  unaccus- 
tomed to  it. 

The  luggage  engines  perform  a  great  deal  of  work, 
and  generally  bring  in  twenty  loaded  wagons,  iverjg- 
ingSj  tons  each.  With  this  load  they  move  easily  »t 
the  rate  of  twenty  miles  per  hour  on  every  part  uf  the 
rail  way,  excepting  at  Whiston  and  Sutlon  inclined 
planes,  where  the  effect  of  gravity  reduces  their  power 
two  thirds,  and  forces  Ihem  to  bring  their  lead  to  the 
summit  at  two,  and  sometimes  three  trips,  although  as- 
sisted by  the  bank  engines.  They  nevertheless  make 
the  journey,  between  Liverpool  and  Manchester  in 
about  two  hours.  Upon  one  occasion  I  saw  the  "Fury" 
engine  with  twelve  loaded  wagons,  averaging  3|  tons 
each,  ascend  the  Whiston  inclined  plane  with  the  aid 
of  the  bank  engine;  its  speed  on  the  level  wiis  about 
thirty  miles  per  hour,  and  when  it  reached  the  top  of 
the  incline,  the  velocity  was  diminished  to  about  two  or 
two  and  a  half  miles  per  hour.  This  inclined  plane  is  a 
mile  and  a  half  in  length,  and  its  rise  is  at  the  rate  of 
one  in  96. 

Some  idea  m.ay  be  formed  of  the  load  these  engines 
are  capable  of  taking,  and  of  the  rate  of  charges  and 
expenses  of  fuel,  from  the  fact,  that,  during  my  stay  in 
Liverpool,  the  "Atlas"  enpinc  brought  in  forty-seven 
wagons,  being  a  load  of  160  tons,  for  which  the  com- 
pany's charge  wculd  be  701.  sterling,  or  at  the  rate  of 
1/.  10s  per  wagon.  It  is,  I  believe,  calculated  that  the 
combustion  of  half  a  pound  of  coke  will  produce  steam 
sufficient  to  carry  one  ton  one  mile,  at  the  rate  of  tra- 
velling adopted  on  this  rail  way,  so  that  the  conveyance 
of  one  ton  from  Liverpool  to  Manchester  require  about 
15  lb.  of  coke,  the  cost  of  which  is  about  2d.  The  ex- 
pense, therefore,  of  fuel  for  bringing  160  tons  from 
Manchester  to  Liverpool,  according  to  this  calculation, 
may  be  taken  at  1/-  10s.  while  the  company's  charge 
for  carriages  is  70/.;  so  that  the  chief  expenditure,  af- 
ter the  interest  of  the  first  cost  of  the  rail  way,  is  in 
keeping  the  engines  and  rail  way  in  pair. 

The  second  class  train  makes  the  journey  in  two 
hours,  and  has  generally  eight  or  ten  carriages,  which 
are  open,  and  each  se.^ted  for  twenty-four  persons — 
There  are  nineteen  stations  on  the  line  where  this  train 
regularly  stops,  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers; 
and  at  each  station  there  is  a  watchman,  who  makes 
signals  if  he  sees  cause  for  stopping  the  train.  The 
.signals  are  made  during  the  day  by  red  flags,  and  by 
lights  tfter  sunset. 

The  first  class  train  makes  only  one  stoppage,  at 
Newton,  to  take  in  fuel  and  water,  and  performs  the 
journey  of  thirty  miles  in  an  hour  and  a  half  The 
coaches  in  this  train  are  framed  and  covered  like  hand- 
some road  carriages,  and  are  seated  for  eighteen  passen- 
gers, with  the  exception  of  the  rail  way  m;iil  coach, 
which  goes  at  the  end  of  the  first  class  train,  and  is 
seated  for  twelve  persons.  The  cliarge  for  passengers 
from  Liverpool  to  Manchester  by  the  first  class  train  in 
the  mail  is  6s  6d,  and  in  the  other  carriages  5s  6cl.  In 
the  second  class  train,  the  fare ,  by  the  close  carriages, 
is  5s  6(/,  and  by  the  open  ones  4s.  The  weight  of  lug- 
gage allowed  to  each  passenger  is  60  lb.  beyond  which 
a  charge  is  made  at  the  rate  of  3s  per  cwt.  The  charge 
for  conveying  a  four  wheeled  road  carriage  is  23».  and 
a  two  wheeled  carriage  15s.  One  horse  is  charged  10*. 
two  horses  18s,  and  three  horses  23s.  About  one  thou- 
sand and  twenty  passengers,  and  six  hundred  and  forty 
tons  of  goods  are  daily  transported  along  the  rail  way. 
Each  engine  carries  two  men,  an  engineer  and  a  fire- 
I  man,  who  have  respectively  Ss  and  2s  6rf  a  day.  As  a 
I  check  upon  their  regularity,  a  fine  of  2s  6d  is  imposed 
I  on  the  engineer  for  every  fifteen  minutes  he  arrives  be- 
\fure  his  time.  There  is  a  hreaksman  with  the  lugg."ge 
'  train,  and  the  trains  for  passengers  carry  two  guards. 
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Tlie  occurrence  of  accident  is  not  so  frequent  as  might 
be  imagined,  as  the  great  weight  of  the  carriages  pre- 
vents them  from  easily  starting  off  the  rails;  and  so 
great  is  the  momentum  acquired  by  these  heavy  loads 
moving  with  such  rapidity,  that  they  easily  pass  over 
considerable  obstacles.  Even  in  those  melancholy  ac- 
tidents  where  loss  of  life  has  been  sustained,  the  bodies 
of  the  unfortunate  sufferers,  though  run  over  by  the 
wheels,  have  caused  fittle  irregularity  in  the  motion, 
and  the  passengers  in  the  carriages  have  not  been  sen- 
sible that  any  impediment  has  been  encountered  on  the 
road.  For  the  prevention  of  accident,  some  arrange- 
ments have  been  adopted,  by  which  the  north  rails  are 
exclusively  allotted  for  engines  going  towards  Manches- 
ter, the  south  being  for  those  going  towards  Liver- 
pool. 

The  rail  way  business  is  conducted  by  twelve  direc- 
tors, who  give  a  half-yearly  report  on  the  income  and 
expenditure;  and  a  dividend  of  nine  per  cent,  per  an- 
num has  been  declared  for  payment.  At  present,  the 
rail  way  is  in  use  only  during  the  day;  but  by  convey- 
iVig  goods  during  the  night,  provision  may  be  made  for 
a  great  increase  of  traffic,  without  incurring  expense  in 
the  execution  of  new  works. 

Edinburgh,  21st  Feb.  1835. 


From  the  Philadelphia  Gazette  and  Inlelligeitcer. 
JAUNT  FROM  PITTSBURGH  TO  PHILADEL- 
PHIA. 
Mr.  Editor: — Having  recently  made  a  trip  from  Pitts- 
burgh to  this  city,  along  llie  whole  line  of  our  great  im- 
provement, and  having  experienced  great  pleasure  and  ' 
astonishment  at  what  I  saw,  and  what  we  Pennsylva- 
nians  possess,  I  have  been  induced  to  give  you  a  hasty  . 
sketch  of  what  a  traveller  may  expect  who  journeys  j 
that  way,  and  for  no  other  object  than  to promole  the  in- 1 
tercourse  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh.  Having  ; 
travelled  over  every  route  that  the  mouniains  can  be  j 
crossed,  and  feeling  a  desire  lo  examine  our  public 
works;  I  left  Pittsburgh  on  Monday  night  at  10,  in  the  | 
Pioneer  Packet  line,  expeciing  little  comfort,  rough 
fare  and  tedious  travelling;  how  far  I  was  disappointed 
in  my  expectations,  you  shall  be  informed.  You  enter 
an  omnibus  at  your  lodgings,  and  are  conveyed  to  the 
canal  basin,  at  the  termination  of  the  costly  aqueduct,  I 
that  carries  the  waters  of  the  canal  over  the  La  Belle 
Allegheny  into  the  city.  I  there  found  the  beautiful  | 
Packet  Boat  Pittsburgh,  well  filled  with  passengers,  \ 
almost  ready  to  start.  A  few  minutes  examination  of, 
her  capacity  and  qualities,  dispelled  many  doubts  that  j 
had  existed  in  my  mind,  as  to  my  own  personal  comfort.  [ 
The  bugle  sounded,  crack  went  the  whip  over  three  i 
Tnost  beautiful  horses,  and  a  few  minutes  sufficed  to  ' 
place  us  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  The  moon  was 
up,  and  as  we  journeyed  along  the  canal,  we  had  a  fine 
view  of  the  city,  and  the  numerous  towns  and  villages 
that  surround  it.  Thirty  miles  from  Pittsburgh,  alter 
passing  the  town  of  Freeporl,  crossed  the  Allegheny 
again  over  an  aqueduct,  as  the  sun  was  rising,  which 
enabled  those  who  are  fond  of  "stirring  with  the  lark," 
to  observe  the  beauties  of  both  nature  and  art,  at  one 
view  elegantly  combined.  The  boat  now  entered  the 
Kisskiminatass — our  speed  was  much  accelerated  in  the 
slack  water.  The  craft  not  meeting  with  the  same 
resistance  within  the  confined  dimensions  of  the  canal  j 
— on  she  moved,  passing  rapidly  by  scenery  that  would  j 
delight  for  hours.  As  you  further  progress  on  this  | 
beautiful  pool,  you  commence  entering  what  is  called  j 
the  salt  region,  and  as  you  g.ize  on  either  bank,  a  dingy 
salt  manufactory  presents  itself.  I  think  I  am  safe  m  I 
saying  an  hundred.  This  article,  that  gives  zest  to  the  1 
food  of  millions,  is  sent  from  here  in  great  quantities  to 
the  general  mart  at  Pittsburgh.  Innumerable  coal  pits 
are  opened  along  the  shore,  to  supply  the  works,  with  ' 
fuel  as  they  are  all  conducted  on  the  "boiling  system.''  1 
Before  reaching  Warren,  42  miles  from  Pittsburgh,  I 


your  sight  is  attracted  by  the  appearance  of  ( 
rocks  laid  bare;they  appear  as  if  the  earth  had  abandon- 
ed them  for  countless  ages.  Numerous  little  mountain 
streams  may  be  seen  running  and  leaping  from  rock  to 
rock,  and  then  not  flowing  into  the  river  quietly,  to 
pay  tribute,  but  dashing  as  a  bold  invader,  as  if  to  give 
battle.  Numerous  boats  now  passed  on  their  way, 
laden  with  every  description  of  goods  for  the  far  west. 

On  the  lops  of  many  were  seen  the  rich  ore  of  the  Ju- 
niata in  blooms,  destined  to  pass  through  the  roiling 
mills  of  the  Birmingham  of  America.  The  tunnel,  six 
miles  from  Saltsburgh,  a  cut  of  840  feet  through,  is  an 
admirable  piece  of  work.  You  glide  through  this  sub- 
terranean avenue,  and  have  scarcely  time  to  imagine 
yourself  in  the  bonels  of  the  earth,  ere  you  again  be- 
hold the  blessed  sun. 

Blairsville,  73  miles  from  Pittsburgh,  is  a  beautiful 
town,  having  been  mainly  built  within  a  few  years.  It 
exhibits  a  modern  and  cheerful  appearance.  From  the 
town,  you  pass  on  through  as  picturesque  scenery  as 
the  most  fastidious  lover  of  the  .sublime  and  beautiful 
could  require-  The  bugleman,  in  attempting  to  enhven 
the  scene,  murdered  most  horribly  some  airs  of  Rossini. 
I  thought  at  the  lime,  that  if  the  aborigines  were  again 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  which  they  must  have  loved, 
that  we  might  pass  on  without  fear  of  molestation,  as 
such  terrific  discord  would  alone  have  put  them  to  flight. 
He  acquitted  himself,  however,  very  creditably,  when 
he  curbed  his  blasts  down  to  'Zip  Coon,'  'Jim  Crow,' 
and  that  universal  tune,  'Buonaparte  crossing  the 
Rhine.' 

Being  in  a  cheerful  mood,  I  determined  to  be  pleas- 
ed with  the  arrangements  of  the  line,  and  commenced 
propounding  to  myself  a  few  questions.  One  very  im- 
portant one  was,  whether  this  route  would  not,  ere 
long,  become  a  fashionable  tour  for  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer months.'  1  ro.<ide  up  my  mind  at  once  to  the  fact, 
and  predicted,  on  the  spot,  that  three  short  years  would 
not  elapse,  ere  Philadelphians  would  be  as  plenty  on 
these  romantic  streams,  as  the  stately  sycamores  are  on 
their  banks.  The  works  are  of  greater  magnitude  than 
those  of  New  York  state;  the  expenditure  for  their 
completion  has  been  almost  double — the  scenery  is 
never  monotonous,  as  you  must  find  it  on  the  New 
York  Canals,  but  is  always  grand,  and  beautifully  di- 
versified. Niagara  is  the  feature  of  their  trip — the 
scenery,  the  works  of  art,  and  the  views  of  the  -Alleghe- 
ny, the  Monongahela  and  the  Ohio  ours.  But  to  make 
this  trip,  you  will  ask  what  can  you  expect  within  the 
confinea  limits  of  12  feet  by  80?  Some  will  exclaim, 
not  much. — I  say,  entertain  your  opinion,  for  the  agreea- 
ble nature  of  your  disappointment  will  be  immense. — 
Let  me  enumerate  the  conveniencies  of  this  little  float- 
ing hotel.  P'irst,  you  have  a  promenade  deck  the  en- 
tire length  of  the  bo.it,  on  which  you  may  sit,  walk, 
read,  admire  the  beauties  of  nature  in  all  her  surpassing 
loveliness,  or  skulk  at  one  end,  as  you  should  do,  and 
puff  off  a  good  Havanna.  Next,  the  cabin  has  its  at- 
tractions— good  seats,  tables,  books,  the  newspapers  of 
the  day  to  amuse  you.  The  ladies,  they  have  a  snug 
little  cabin  of  their  own,  the  curtains  of  which  are  simi- 
lar in  colour  to  those  mentioned  by  the  authoress  ^of 
the  last  journal.  They  besides  are  favoured  with  a 
portion  of  the  boat  as  a  sitting  parlour,  neatly  fitted  up. 
No  gentleman  usually  enters  there,  except  those  who 
may  have  ladies  under  their  protection.  The  epicure 
will  ask,  how  is  the  'table,'  and  answers  himself  by  say- 
ing rough  enough.  But  to  this  I  say  emphatically,  no 
such  thing.  The  table  is  covered  with  as  good  fare, 
as  a  majority  of  ihe  hotels  of  our  city. 

If  any  Philadelphians  should,  in  a  happy  moment  de- 
termine on  journeying  that  way,  but  cannot  make  up 
his  mind  to  dispense  with  lobsters,  oysters,  shad,  rock, 
sheep  head,  Sec,  I  will  recommend  him  as  a  friend  of 
his  comfort  and  his  exquisite  stomach,  to  remain  within 
the  sound  of  Christ  Church  bells.  But  if  he  can  put  up 
with  good  beef,  mountain   mutton,  veal,  the  fowls  both 
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of  earth  aiiS  air,  and  the  treasures  of  the  limplil  stream, 
he  may  liave  them  in  view  togethei'  with  abundance  of 
vegetables,  and  as  good  pastry  as  he  ought  toe:it.  Then 
I  advise  him  to  leave  for  a  brief  period  the  bustle  of  a 
great  city,  and  revel  to  satiety  on  the  various  natural 
objects  of  grandeur  that  will  ever  and  anon  strike  on 
his  astonished  sight.  Some  of  my  friends  on  board, 
were  as  anxious  to  hear  the  tinkling  of  the  dinner  bell, 
as  a  holder  on  change  would  be  to.find  bis  stock  liad  ad- 
vanced. Several  have  I  observed  peeping  into  the 
clean  little  place  called  the  kitchen,  reconnoitering  the 
enemy  they  intend  to  attack.  The  cook  is  esteemed 
by  all  on  board,  after  the  first  meal,  as  quite  an  artiste, 
and  ranks  as  high  in  consequence  of  the  piquant  sauces 
he  uses,  called  mountain  air  as  did  ever  t/dc  among  the 
good  livers  of  Europe. 

Another  will  say  fa  real  confirmed  dyspeptic,)  oh,  I 
care  nothing  about  eating,  it  is  what  I  want  to  avoid, — 
but  how,  in  the  name  of  all  the  sleepy  Gods  at  once,  do 
you  manage  to  get  your  natural  rest.  Now  this  is  a 
question  not  easily  answered,  because  it  is  more  than 
probable  he  has  been  accustomed  to  unnatural  rest. — 
If  so,  he  may  depend  on  it,  that  he  will  be  able  to  get 
his  natural  rest,  and  not  a  moment  more;  up  he  must 
get  at  dawn  of  day,  ring  goes  the  bell,  down  goes  the 
passengers,  and  the  cabin  in  a  few  minutes  is  itself 
again; — but  to  be  more  particular — the  sleeping  appa- 
ratus is  ingeniously  got  up.  There  are  three  tiers  of 
hammocks,  or  carcase  recipients;  the  lower  one  is  form- 
ed by  turning  over  the  seats  around  the  cabin,  the  two 
above,  are  suspended  like  the  Prophets'  coffin,  between 
heaven  and  earth,  in  one  of  which,  if  nature  is  really 
tired,  you  may  find  a  restorer  in  "balmy  sleep;"  but  if 
the  contrary  is  the  case,  and  sleep  does  not  heavily 
weigh  your  eyelids  down,  you  will  twist  and  turn,  grum- 
ble, &c.  until 

'Tis  midnight — yet  not  a  nose 

Enhales  the  essence  of  repose.' 

Then  the  boat  will  enter  a   lock — open  go  the  sluces, 

and  a  roar  ensues,  that  is   only  outroared  by  terrific 

Niagara. 

To  put  this  subject  to  rest,  I  will  merely  observe  to 
those  who  have  become  effeminate  from  burying  them- 
selvej  in  soothing  pillows  and  beds  that  would  rival  the 
Cygnet's  down  in  softness,  that  all  that  can  be  obtained 
in  lieu  of  those  luxuries,  is  the  disposition  that  you  will 
irresistably  feel  to  get  your  natural  rest.  But  even  re- 
garding this  as  an  inconvenience,  it  ha.s safety  to  recom- 
mend it,  that  no  other  mode  of  travelling  possesses; 
look  at  the  almost  daily  notices  of  accidents  in  stages 
and  steam  boats.  As  a  mode  of  overcoming  the  moun- 
tains, it  is  at  once  the  most  pleasant  and  safe.  The  in- 
valid, if  discreet,  must  prefer  this  mode,  for  fatigue  is 
banished  from  the  trip.  The  literati  will  join  him  in 
praising,  where  he  is  afforded  a  chance  of  pursuing  his 
favorite  studies.  Even  the  bon  vivant  will  be  delighted, 
as  he  will  have  a  well  stocked  bar  ready  to  supply  him 
with  most  of  the  favorite  drinks  that  are  in  vogue  at 
the  present  day.  The  temperance  man  can  be  furnish- 
ed with  iced  lemonade,  and  the  lover  of  the  malt  may 
see  the  white  eflfervescence  tip  the  red. 

Passing  through  Lockport  and  Centreville,  you  ar- 
rive at  Johnston  in  Cambria  county  103  miles  from  Pitts- 
burgh, you  enter  the  largest  canal  basin  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, it  is  lined  with  warehouses  for  the  reception  of 
goods.  Leaving  Johnston,  you  ascend  the  stately  Al- 
legheny by  inclined  planes,  and  move  through  a  Tun- 
nel cut  through  a  solid  rock  to  the  level;  you  then  take 
a  locomotive,  and  go  over  the  13  miles  in  less  than  an 
hour,  and  descend  by  inclined  planes  to  the  beautiful 
Town  of  HoUidaysburg,  38  miles  from  Johnston  and 
141  from  Pittsburgh.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  be- 
stowed on  those  gentlemen  who  have  charge  of  the 
Portage,  every  thing  is  ready,  and  the  mountain,  not- 
withstanding its  formidable  appearance,  is  easily  passed. 
At  HoUidaysburg  you  again  take  the  Packets,  passing 


415 


through  the  villages  of  Willlamaburgh  and  "W.tcis 
street." you  enter  the  Canoe  Vallry,  in  Mght  of.  moun- 
tain of  the  same  name,  you  are  now  on  one  of  the  love- 
ly glassy  pools  of  the  Juniata;  no  description  can  well 
convey  an  adequate  idea  of  the  singuUr  beauty  and 
wildnesa  of  this  region.  The  "Vertical"  or  "Tower 
Uock"  IS  now  in  sight,  standing  alone  as  the  father  of 
the  Valley,  surveymg  his  proud  estate.  After  getting  « 
sight  of  Huntington,  a  large  town  119  miles  from  PitH- 
burgh,  you  enter  the  flourishing  county  seat  of  Mifflin, 
called  Lewistown;  after  leaving  you  get  into  the  long 
Narrows,  where  many  Union  Canal  boats  were  passing 
from  the  Rail  Road  to  discharge  their  freights,  brought 
from  Philadelphia.  The  large  quantities  of  decompos- 
ed rocks,  on  the  mountains  between  Lewistown  and 
Mifflin,  will  not  fiiil  to  attract  the  eye  of  the  traveller. 
When  you  come  in  sight  of  Columbia,  a  traveller  from 
the  West  considers  his  journey  over.  Columbia  is  351 
miles  from  Pittsburgh,  82  from  Philadelphia,  by  Rail 
Uoad,  making  the  whole  distance  of  the  route  443 
miles  performed  within  four  days.  After  viewing  the 
scenery  around  Columbia  from  the  Bridge  which  i^i 
worthy  the  attention  of  all  who  visit  that  place,  I  enter- 
ed the  car  attached  to  their  best  Locomotive,  and 
reached  Philadelphia  in  six  hours  Irom  Columbia;  part 
of  the  distance  was  peformed  at  the  rate  of  21  miles  an 
hour.  c. 


Early  and  large  Cucumbers. — Many  of  our  gardens 
in  this  place  present  a  very  flourishing  appearance,  con- 
sidering the  former  backwardness  of  the  season.  Mr. 
Hardy,  whose  skill  in  gardening  deserves  commenda- 
tion, already  has  cucumbers  which  measure  11  inches 
in  length,  eiglit  inches  in  circumference,  and  weigh 
li  lbs.  together  with  cantelopes  in  a  state  of  great  for> 
wardness. — Miners'  Jour. 

From  the  Commercial  List. 
COLUMBIA  RAIL  ROAD. 
Amount  of  articles  transported  on  the  Columbia  Rail 
Road,  during  the  month  of  May,  1835. 

ARRIVED. 

Flour  bbls.      7,607 

Grain  bushels,      3,610 

Bacon  pounds,  586,802 

Lard  and  Tallow  do.     45,411 

Provisions  not  specified  do.     15,036 

Feathers  do.       4,300 

Wool  do.       2,564 

Cotton  do.       4,950 

Tobacco  do.   306,051 

Leather  do.     57,053 

Furs  and  Peltrys  do.     63,724 

Whiskey  gallons,     15,280 

Merchandise  lbs.     53,232 

Oil  gallons,          476 

Furniture  pound^     22,898 

Window  glass  boxes,          632 

Rags  pounds,     20,239 

Iron  .  do.  238.754 

Lead  do.       2,0U0 

Copper  and  tin  do.       2,491 

Marble  do.  308,515 

Lime  bushels,       4,452 

Sawed  lumber  feet.  205,787 

Staves,  heading  and  hoop  poles  lbs.     59,260 

Shingles,  Bumber,   180,100 

Sundries  pounds,    56,625 

DEPARTED. 

Fish  bbls.                               298 

Butter  and  cheese  lbs-                          6,604 

Salt  bushels                         I,72f 

Provisions  not  specified  lbs,                               70. 
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Wool 

pounds 

3,000 

Cotton 

do 

26,659 

Tobacco 

do 

22,399 

Leathei- 

do 

8,793 

Hides 

do 

33,555 

Whiskey 

gallons 

1,053 

Merchandize, 

lbs. 

1,309,157 

Groceries 

do 

747,526 

Oil 

gallons 

2,896 

Drugs  and  dyestulTs 

lbs. 

50,710 

Gypsum 

tons 

151 

Furniture 

pounds 

72,454 

Window  glass 

half  boxes 

155 

Rags 

pounds 

40,445 

Coal 

'    tons 

121 

Iron 

pounds 

93,702 

Lead 

do 

916 

Copper  and  Tin 

do 

13,968 

Marble 

do 

13,059 

Bricks 

number 

18,196 

Sawed  lumber 

feet 

2,100 

Sundries 

pounds 

111,422 

Cars  cleared 

number 

1,380 

Tolls  received,  §9 

668  12. 

UAVID  W.  WRAN,  W.  M. 


AUCTION  DUTIES. 
r  Paid  during  the  last  three  months. 

George  Thomas,  g7701  "4 

Wm.  Folwell,  Jr.,  4596  56 

S.  W.  Lippincott,  3336  83 

H.  Copperthwait,  1819  42 

Wm.  Baker,  741  90 

C.  J.  Wolbert,  691  03 

T.  W.  L.  Freeman,  123  20 

S.  Poulterer,  57  -78 

Geo.  W.  Smith,  34  86 


We  yesterday  saw  in  front  of  our  office  a  beautiful 
lot  of  bar  iron,  which  was  manufactured  at  Victoria 
Iron  Works,  Daupliln  County,  by  Franklin  E.  Wright, 
&  Co.  from  ore  found  near  this  place.  The  ore  was 
taken  fram  the  mine  and  transported  16  miles  above 
Harrisburg  and  returned  here,  in  eight  days  time.  In 
mentioning  this  fact,  we  wish  also  to  state,  that  previ- 
ous to  the  completion  of  the  public  works,  there  was 
no  inducement  to  dig  the  ore  in  this  township,  of  which 
there  is  an  inexhaustible  supply.  Now,  we  understand, 
six  furnaces  are  supplied  with  it,  and  not  less  than  50 
tons-are  daily  weighed  in  our  sight.  In  this  can  be 
seen  a  striking  benefit  derived  from  internal  improve- 
ments, and,  as  was  remarked  to  us,  an  illustration  of  the 
fact,  that  "canals  make  their  own  work."  The  ore  is 
of  very  superior  quality,  yielding  about  65  per  cent — 
Columbia  Spy. 


Fiom  the  Washington  (Pa.)  Reporter. 
WOOL. 

On  Saturday  a  brisk  business  was  done  in  the  Wool 
line  in  this  borough.  Sixty  cents  per  lb.  are  now  offer- 
ed for  full  blood,  and  a  proportionate  advance  on  infe- 
rior grades.  We  inspected  a  lot  sold  by  Jesse  Kenwor. 
thy,  of  East  Bethlehem  township,  on  Thursday  last,  for 
62i  cents  per  lb.  and  agreed  in  the  opinion  expressed 
by  all  those  who  have  examined  it,  that  it  is  the  best 
lot  of  Wool  ever  brought  to  our  market.  In  quality  it 
is  about  the  same  grade  as  our  best  flucks;  but  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  handled  and  put  up  gives  it  all 
the  vyhiteness  and  firmness  of  a  bale  of  cotton.  Wool 
a.rowers  do  not  sufficiently  attend  to  this  matter.  Man- 
fuficturers  are  always  willing  to  give  from  three  to  four 

nts  more  per  pound,  for  wool  well  washed  and  han- 


dled. Mr.  Kenworthy  washes  his  sheep  in  the  river; 
and  notwithstanding  the  thorough  washing  given  them, 
the  fleeces  averaged  over  three  pounds. 

WOOL. 
The  Washington  (Pa.)  Reporter  says — "The  wool 
crops  of  this  county  may  be  fuirly  estimated  at  600,000 
lbs.  which  at  55  cents,  the  average  price  paid  this  sea- 
son, would  bring  into  the  county  §360,000." 

From  the  Pittsburg  Gazette. 
PATENT  SAFETY  GUARD. 
Mr.  Chaig — I  was  much  pleased  to  learn  that  Capf. 
Acheson,  of  the  steamer  George  Collier,  has  embraced 
.  the  opportunity  afforded  him  of  attaching  to  his  engine 
I  our  valuable  citizen,  Mr.  Cadwallader  Evans'  "Patent 
Safety  Guard  against  explosion  of  Steam  Engine  Boil- 
ers," which  is  without  doubt,  a  valuable  acquisition  to 
his  spendid  vessel.  It  will  relieve  passengers  accus- 
tomed to  steam  boat  travelling  from  any  apprehension 
of  danger;  and  to  those  heretofore  timid  and  alarmed 
about  the  dangers  of  steam,  it  will  be  a  sure  guarantee 
of  safety,  as  the  Safety  Gilard  must  act  the  instant  the 
boilers  get  over  their  proper  temperature,  and  give  no- 
tice of  danger  in  sufficient  time  to  prevent  exfilosion, 
without  the  least  precipitation  of  the  engineer. 

Every  commander  of  a  steam  boat  should,  without 
hesitation,  imitate  Captain  Acheson's  promptitude,  and 
thus  secure  the  perfect  ease  of  their  passengers;  and  to 
their  boats  a  sure  safe  guard  against  such  awful  calami- 
ties as  have  occurred  with  engineers  in  whom  every 
confidence  has  been  placed.  Several  scientific  gentle- 
men have  witnessed  the  operation  of  the  one  in  use  at 
the  P.  S.  Mill,  and  with  certificates  of  some  of  the  first 
engineers  of  Philadelphia,  show  the  utility  of  the  "Safe- 
ty Guard." 

Mr.  Evans  has  devoted  his  whole  life  to  the  study  of 
Steam,  and  has  made  several  valuable  improvements  in 
the  steam  engine,  and  being  raised  under  the  eye  and 
receiving  instruction  from  his  father,  Oliver  Evans, 
well  knoivn  as  the  greatest  of  engineers,  should  there- 
fore be  most  competent  to  do  justice  to  suoh  an  in- 
vention. F. 

THE  POCAHONTAS,  CAPT.  WEST. 
A  friend  has  favoured  us  with  the  following  extract 
of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  of  this  citv,  who  went  to 
Liverpool  in  the  Pocahontas: — "We  left  the  Capes  of 
Delaware  on  Wednesday,  the  22d  day  of  April,  between 
twelve  and  one  o'clock,  noon,  and  were  within  thirty 
miles  of  Liverpool,  waiting  for  a  pilot,  on  Sunday,  the 
tenth  of  May,  and  should  have  been  ashore  early  in  the 
day,  but  the  said  guide  did  not  reach  us  till  eleven  at 
night,— thus  a  day  was  lost.-  Our  voyage  was  made  in 
eikhleen  days.  We  landed  this  morning,  the  eleventh, 
before  breakfast,  which  makes  but  the  nineteenth  day. 

Extract  of  a  Letter,  dated,  Chicago,  June  5,  1835 
Dear  Sir — I  arrived  here,  early  in  M.ay,  in  good  health 

and  on  the  2d  of  June  received  the  rem,iinder  of  the 

boxes  and  packages  forwarded  from  New  York  on  the 
20th  of  April — a  part  of  them  having  arrived  on  the 
25lh  of  May.  This  delay  is  owing,  mainly,  to  the  ice, 
which  so  long  blockaded  the  port  of  Buffalo.  Merchants 
here  have  not  yet  received  all  their  goods — although 
those  at  Peoria,  about  one  hundred  miles  from  here, 
HAVE  HAD  THEIRS,  BY  THE  WAY  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA, SIX  WEEKS.  When  our  canal  to  Peoria 
shall  be  completed,  we  shall  be  able  to  receive  all  our 
goods  from  Philadelphis  through  Pittsburgh,  the  Ohio 
and  Illinois  river  and  canal,  earlier  than  by  Lake  Erie, 
unless  there  is  some  other  channel  than  the  New  York 
canal. 
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